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REPCRT OF THE INTERNATIONAL LAW COMMISSICN COVERING THE
WORK OF ITS THIRD SESSION, INCIUDING: (C) REVIEW OF
THE STATUTE OF THE INTERNATIONAL LAW COMMISSION WITH

THE OBJECT .OF RECCMMENDING REVISIONS THERECF
TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Report of the Sixth Camlttee

Rapporteur: Mr. D. ABDOH (Iren)

1. The General Assembly, on 12 December 1950, adopted resolution 484 (v), by
which 1t requested the Interneticnal Iaw Commission to review ite Statute with the
obJeot of meking recommendations to the Assembly at 1ts sixth session concerning
rovisions of the Statute vhich might eppear desireble, in the 1ight of experience,
for the promotion of the Commission's work. |

2, The Internetiocnel Taw Commission studled the question during its third
sesslon, end devoted chapter V of its report covering the work of that Beesionl
to the review by the Commlesion of its Statute.

3. Chapter VI of the ssme report was devoted to the Commission's work on the
lew of treaties, chepter VII to 1ts work on the regime of the high seas, and
chapter VIII to cther decisions of the Commission.

4. On 13 November 1951 the General Assembly, at its -34klst plenery meeting,
decided to include the International Law qumission 8 report, except for chapter TV
on the draft Code of Offences agalnet the Peage and Securlty of M&nkind— » in _the
agende of 1ts sixth seseion. At ite 342nd meeting on the seme date the. ltem was
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referred to the Sixth Committee for consideration and report.

A. REVIEW:OF THE STATUTE UF THE INTERNETIPNAL LAW COMMISSICN WITH THE
EBJECT OF BEGQMMENDING REVISIONS THERECF TO THE GENERAL ASSEMEEY

j. The Sixth Commi. ttee discussed this chay ter of the report at lts 295th
and 296’021 maetinga oh 22 end 23 January 1952, uring the disoussion, the
‘Committee hed before it a draft resclutish of ¥ e@ezuela , later revised by the
spéndot {A/6.6/L.218 /Rev.1). The dreft redolution was ultimately adopted by
the Commilttee without any ohange of substence.

6. The debates of the Committee concerned the International Law Commisgion 8
reoommendetion: in’ paragraph 6‘7 of its report thet its members to be elected in 1953
ghould be placed in 8, position which would enable thém to devote the:l.r full time
%0 the work of the connniasion, and that 1ts Statute. should: be emonded to provide
thet no member of the Commission might exercise any political or asdministrative
functlon, or engage in any other occupation of & professlonal nature.

7. Some delegations 'favdﬁi'e'd,.the',recomanﬂ.aticn thet the Commission should
be established on a full-time bssis, on the ground .that it would promote the
progrenss of intermetionel law which wes ¢me of the most importent fields of actlvity
of the United Netions. S

8: - Most delegations, however, felt thet the time had not yet come.for so
fundemental & chenge in.the structure of the Commission. In their opinion, the
prevelling politicel situetion wes unpropitious ©o repild p:éogress in international
lav. Further, they feared that a large incrsase in the output of the Commission-
wop.ld.__ Impose an excessive burden upon goverrments aeked. to comment on draft texts
and ‘upon the General Assembly which reviewed them. Bome thought it mot in the
interests of the Comulsslon's work thet its members should be severed from thelr
connexions with thelr respective countriss by full-time employment ebrosd, and

were of sthe opinion thet such a condltion of membership might meke it &iffilcult to
fird suiteble cendidetes for electlom.

.. "9+ - The dreft resolution of Vemezuela (A/C. 6/]‘.. Elﬁ/hsv.l) wes voted on in
vparts, the firet part being the presmble and the first cperative paragraph, the
second pert. belng the sguoj;d .operaﬁ:lve peragraph, the third part being the third
operative pe.ragr&ph; as- far as the words. "the said Stetute", and' the fourth part .
being the remainder of the third operative paragraph.

«The First part of the- Vensauelan draft resolution was asdopted dy 38 votes 0+
none, with 2 sbstentions.

‘fthe second
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The second part wes adopted by 3% votes to moms, with 7 sbstentions.

The third psrt was adoptéa by 39 votes to none; with 2 ebetentlions.

The fourth part was adopted by 25 votes to 5, with 11 ebstentions.

The Venezuslen dreft raaolution a5 @ whole was adopted by 34 votes to none,
with 8 ebstentions.

B. CHAPTERS VI, VII AND VIIL OF THE REPORT'GF THE INTERNATTIONAL LAW COMMISSION

10, The Committes dealt witﬁ theose chaptera‘éf ite 296th end 29T7th meetings on
23 end 24 Jenuary 1952. A dreft resolution of Irem (4/C.6/L.207) proposed that the
General Assembly should note chaptars VI, VITI end VIII. An Efal emendment proposed
by Franoce was accepted by Ivau.

1l. BSome delegatlons were of the opinion that chapters VI, VII end VIII of
the roport hed not been placed on the agenda of the General Assembly, end
consequently the Committee 3h6uld not deal with them iﬁ any way. Most delegations,

{A/1958) meant that the whq;e report of the Tnernational Lew Ccmmisaiou,wexcept for
chapter IV vhich had explicitly been deelt,with otherwise, wes imcluded 1n the
agondsa. T

12, The Committee did not consider it necessery to dsel with the substence of
chepters VI, VII end VIII, vhich hed been submitted for the information of the
Gsnerel Assembly. It wes the general ofinion thet the appropriste action to be
teken weo to note those chepters without expressing epprovsl or dlsepprovel.

13. The dreft resolution of Irsn, ss modifiled by the acceptence by its sponsor
of the French oral emendment, was sdopted by 34 votss to none, wlth 5 asbstentlons.
14, The Sixth Committee therefore recommends to the Genmeral Assembly the

adoption of the following two resolutilons:
A
REVIEW F THE STATUTE OF THE INTERNATIONAL LAV COMMISSION

The General Assembly,

Reforring to its vesolution 484 (V) of 12 December 1950 in which 1t asked the
International Law Commission for "recomusndetions ... concerning revisions of the
Statute which mey eppear desireble, in the light of experience, for the promotion
'of the Commission's work!,

fconsidering
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Consldering that, according to the report covering the work of 1ts third
session®™ , the said Commission, in purstenco of ths As;ec::bi;f"s reeolition,
recommended that, ¢t the time of the next slection of 1ts members, the Commission
should be placed on e full-time basis,:- ' '

1, Notes the observations and recommendaticns contzired in chapter v of ths
report of the Intermaticnal Layw (ommizsion; -

2. Expresses_appreclation for the work done by the Commission pursuant to
the term of ite Statute; ) .

3. Decidss, for the tims being, not to take any actlon ln respect of the
revision of the sald Statute until it has scquired further experience of the
functioning of the Cormission.

B

REPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL LAW CCOMMISSION
(CHAETERS VI, VII AND VIII)

The Gemeral Assembly, pending its consideration of the gquestions dealt with in
chepters VI, VII enl VIII of the report of the Internetional Lew Commission,
Notes the progress of the Commisslon's work on those guestions.

57 AZlE }, Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixth Session,
Supplement No. 9.






