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Notes

! Thisis areport of the mission conducted by the independent expert, Dr. Arjun

Sengupta, assisted by a staff member of the Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights, to Argentina (10-12 March 2003), Chile (13-15 March 2003) and
Brazil (11-16 August 2003) and is based on the materials submitted by and the
extensive discussions held with government officials, academics and professionals
and representatives of non-governmental organizations.

2 E/CN.4/1999/WG.18/2, A/55/306, E/CN.4/2001/WG.18/2, E/CN.4/2002/WG.18/2
and E/CN.4/2002/WG.18/6. These reports are available at
http://www.unhchr.ch/html/ menu2/7/b/mdev/htm.

% See independent expert’s fifth report for further discussion on this issue.

* A particular kind of economic growth may also have a constitutive role in the notion of the
right to development when seen in terms of the opportunities that it generates for people to be
productively employed and have alife of dignity and self-esteem.

®> The 10 items identified in the original Washington Consensus were: emphasis on fiscal
discipline; prioritizing public expenditure in activities “with high economic returns and
potential to improve income distribution”; tax reforms; deregulation of interest rates and an end
to directed credit; exchange rate regimes to encourage competitiveness and stability;
liberalization of trade policy; encouraging foreign direct investment; privatization; deregulation
of domestic production; and securing property rights. See, for instance, Williamson (1990,
1997) and Birdsall et al. (2001).

® See, for instance, A. de laTorre, E. Yeyati and S. Schmukler, Living and Dying with Hard
Pegs: The Rise and Fall of Argentina’s Currency Board, World Bank Policy Research Working
Paper 2980, February 2003.

" The poverty estimates are based on the Government's official poverty line of 160 pesos

per male adult per month in 1998 and an extreme poverty line (based on the food consumption
portion of the poverty-line figure) of 69 pesos per month at 1998 prices, calculated on the basis
of the 1986/1987 Income and Expenditure Survey. These poverty lines are adjusted for prices
over successive years, using price indices data for the Greater Buenos Aires region for the food
and non-food components of the consumption basket. The poverty estimates are based on
incomes, not expenditure. Further, though capturing the trend, the poverty estimates exclude
the rural population and to that extent understate overall poverty.

8 See, for instance, “Poor People in a Rich Country: A Poverty Report for Argentina”,
World Bank Report No. 19992 AR, March 2000.

° Gallego and Loayza, “The Golden Period of Growth for Chile”, November 2001.
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19 The poverty estimate is based on the poverty line defined by the Institute for Applied
Economic Research (IPEA). The comparative figure for 1999 is 33.9 per cent. The World
Bank poverty estimates are lower due to alower poverty line.

" Though income distribution has marginally improved over the 1990s, it continues to be
among the least equal in Latin America. Between 1990 and 1999, while the overall Gini
coefficient was nearly stable at 0.60, the Gini coefficient by household source of income
declined from 0.57 to 0.53 for wage earners, 0.59 to 0.57 for self-employed or own-account
workers, 0.76 to 0.55 for households dependent on transfers and from 0.91 to 0.81 for
households with income from property ownership.

12 See for details Human Devel opment Atlas of Brazil, UNDP Brazil.
13 More recently, in November 2003, the Government created a programme called

Bolsa-Familia which unifies all procedures for the management and execution of actions
by the federal Government related to income transfers under its various initiatives.



