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Map of the Syrian Arab Republic:
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Annex Il Estimated areas of influence — January 2022:
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Annex I11: Northwest Syria — violent incidents July-December 2021:
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Annex IV

Details of emblematic civilian casualty incidents in northwest
Syria investigated during the reporting period

Iblin, Balion and Balshoun (Idlib governorate), 3 July 2021

On 3 July 2021, between approximately 05:30 and 07:00 hours, artillery shelling impacted
three houses in the villages of Iblin, Balion and Balshoun (Balshun) in the Jabal al Zawiya
area, ldlib governorate killing eight people, including six children and one woman, injuring
eight, including four children and three women. The villages are each located within
approximately 3 kilometres of each other. In Iblin village, a munition exploded on the upper
floor of a house, killing a father and three of his children. A second munition impacted some
minutes later, exploding on the ground floor, killing the mother of the children and injuring
another woman and two more children. In Balion another munition impacted the home of a
civil defence member, killing his two daughters and lightly injuring their mother. A second
munition hit as first responders were attempting to reach the two girls. In Balshoun, one
munition struck the second floor of a farmer’s home near the center of the village, killing a
boy, and injuring his two sisters, father and mother. The mother, who was nine months
pregnant at the time of the attack, lost her unborn daughter. In each case, the houses were
rendered uninhabitable. Witnesses and survivors reported no military objectives or bases in
the villages, with the closest military bases between two and eight kilometres away from the
impacted locations. Observer information and witnesses reported the presence of drones
during the attack, and photographs of remnants consistent with a Krasnopol-type weapon
were observed. Analysis of the incident indicates that the strikes likely originated from the
area around Ma’arrat al Numan, under control of pro-government forces at the time of the
incidents, although witnesses indicated varying possible firing points in Government
controlled territory.

IMAGE DATE: 18 June 2021 (Before Image) IMAGE DATE: 11 July 2021 (After Image)

18 June 2021 © Maxar 2021 Analysis: UNOSAT 11 July 2021 © Maxar 2021 Analysis: UNOSAT
Iblin village incident
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Sarjah (Idlib governorate), 17 July 2021

On 17 July, in Sarjah village, Idlib governorate, between approximately 08:30 and 09:00
hours, artillery shells impacted three houses, two of which were empty, while in the third
house four girls were Killed. First responders arrived and removed the bodies of two of the
girls from the location. The home belonged to a local family. After the first strike, the father
returned from work, and his mother, the grandmother of the girls, also came to check on the
family. The father informed first responders that his four daughters should have been in the
house. Approximately 30 minutes after the first shells hit, a second shell impacted some 10
meters away from the house, killing the grandmother. Between 10:10 and 10:15 hours, when
group of first responders and local civilians approached the house again in order to remove
the remaining bodies, a third strike impacted nearby, killing one of the first responders (as he
was filming the scene), one of the local civilian men, and injuring five others, including two
first responders and three local men. After the third attack, first responders did not return and
a local man reported that neighbours dug through the rubble to locate the remaining bodies.
Witnesses indicated that there was no military target or installation in the area. Observer
information and witnesses reported the presence of drones during the attacks, while observers
additionally reported the presence of Russian fixed-wing aircraft in the area as well.
Photographs of remnants consistent with the guidance system of a Krasnopol-type weapon
were observed. Analysis of the incident indicates that the strikes likely originated from the
area around Ma’arrat al Numan, under control of pro-government forces at the time of the
incidents.

IMAGE DATE: 14 July 2021 (Before Image) X . IMAGE DATE: 27 July 2021 (After Image)
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Sarja village incident

Ehsem (Idlib governorate), 17 July 2021

On 17 July 2021, in Ehsem (lhsim) village, Idlib governorate, at approximately 23:00 hours,
at least one munition impacted a civilian home where 17 people had gathered to celebrate a
recent wedding, Killing nine, including six girls and three women, including the bride, and
injuring eight others, including three children, the groom and at least one woman and one
elderly man. The six girls who were killed included four sisters between one and seven years
of age, and their two cousins. Family members of victims reported that no military presence
in the village or in the area at the time. They also stated that the area is under regular drone
surveillance, surmising that whoever targeted the house either knew it was a family gathering
or at least had observed more people than usual visiting the home after the wedding.

25



A/HRC/49/77

26

Witnesses and observatories report the presence of drones in the area at the time of the attack.
Other munitions were reported to have impacted other parts of Ehshem village around the
same time but did not cause any other casualties. Witnesses alleged that the attack originated
from an area in Kafr Nabl under the control of pro-government forces.

Iblin (1dlib governorate), 22 July 2021

On 22 July, in Iblin village, Jabal al Zawiya area, Idlib governorate, between approximately
05:30 and 06:00 hours, a munition impacted a house where a family of ten lived, killing three
girls and one boy. Between 10 and 30 minutes later, as neighbours and surviving family
attempted to reach those still in the rubble, a second munition impacted, killing the mother
and her brother-in-law and father-in-law. Four other children in the family were injured,
including two girls who survived and were extracted from the rubble over the course of the
following two hours. The father, a baker, had already left for work when the incident
occurred. Witnesses reported the presence of drones in the area at the time of the attacks.
Interviewees also noted that while there may be a small number of fighters in the village,
none were associated with this family or this location. Images of remnants are consistent with
Krasnopol-type weapons. Witnesses alleged that the attack originated from an area in Kafr
Nabl under the control of pro-government forces.

v ol IMAGE DATE: 15 September 2021 (After Image)

. ‘N 3 -~

\ fa '

e\ 5 ~

SRy V42
- Q".l 3 [ ) o ¥

Moderately damaged structure »
.-' Coordinates: 36.5217559°E 35.7096728°N
4

-

} ]

14 July 2021 © Maxar 2021 Analysis: UNOSAT 15 September 2021 © Maxar 2021 Analysis: UNOSAT
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Qastoun (Hama governorate), 7 August 2021

On 7 August 2021, in Qastoun village, Hama Countryside, at approximately 23:00 hours
three to four shells impacted, including one that hit a house, killing four children, and injuring
nine others (eight children and one woman), all members of the same family. The family’s
home was partially demolished and the family is currently living in an internally displaced
persons (IDP) camp. The family had previously been displaced and had returned three months
prior to the attack to work the land following the establishment of Turkish observation posts
nearby, which the head of household thought would provide protection. One of the four shells
also impacted another area of the family farm, killing a number of cows. The remaining
munitions impacted an empty home (the family had already been displaced) and an empty
field. The father of the children, a farmer, and his second wife, were drinking tea on a veranda

GE.22-01612



A/HRC/49/77

GE.22-01612

and were not injured. The father remarked that he did not hear the munition prior to its impact.
While one interviewee alleged the use of guided munitions in this incident, initial analysis
indicates unguided artillery or rockets were more likely used. Witnesses stated that the attack
originated in Jurin, Hama countryside under control of pro-government forces.

Balshoun (Idlib governorate), 19 August 2021

On 19 August, in Balshoun (Balshun), Idlib governorate, between approximately 05:00 and
06:00 hours, four to five munitions impacted three houses in separate locations in the western
and central parts of the village, killing five people (four boys between 11 and 15 years of age
and one woman) and injuring another 5-year-old boy and a young man. The first two
munitions, reportedly separated by 4-5 minutes, impacted a house on the western outskirts of
the village, killing three children and their mother. Approximately 20 minutes later, two to
three other munitions impacted, with at least one striking the second house in the centre of
Balshoun village, next to a mosque, killing one boy, and injuring another child and a young
man. Two women and one man at the second house escaped without injuries. The family in
the third house reportedly fled to a shelter in the village and escaped unharmed. Interviewees
noted that there were no apparent military targets or positions in or near the village, although
sometimes Turkish patrols use the road next to the first house impacted. Some interviewees
alleged that the father in the family in the first house hit worked for Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham
digging tunnels and building barriers. The father of the family at the second home is a farmer
according to local sources. Witnesses and observatories report the presence of drones in the
area at the time of the attack. All interviewees reported reconnaissance aircraft flying
overhead during the shelling and rescue operations. Interviewees claimed that the attack
originated from Kafr Nubl, Bsalka near Kafr Nubl, Al-Hamidiya base near the M5 and
Maarat al Numan or possibly from another base called Wadi Al Deif.

Kansafra (Idlib governorate), 20 August 2021

On 20 August 2021, in Kansafra (Kansafrah) village (Jabal al Zaweya area), ldlib
governorate, in the early morning between approximately 05:00 and 06:30 hours, at least
three munitions impacted at least three houses, killing four children between the ages of 5
and 12 (two girls and two boys) and injuring two men. The children were all killed in the
same house, reportedly struck by the third munition, while the two men were injured in each
of the two other houses. The mother of the four children reportedly took her infant child to a
shelter and returned for the other children when the third munition struck. Both survived.
Interviewees noted that the munitions impacted a few minutes apart, with one claiming that
the entire event unfolded over 30 minutes. The father had already left the house to tend to the
livestock prior to the incident. The family had reportedly moved elsewhere for 20 days
fearing attacks in the area and had moved back just two days prior to the event. According to
two interviewees, other shelling incidents were taking place in or near Kansafra throughout
the day without civilian casualties. Observers reported the presence of drones in the area at
the time of the incident and remnants of Krasnopol-type guidance systems were observed
following the attack. Sources note that a Turkish military observation post is located
approximately one kilometre from the house where the four children were killed on a hill
called Tal Badran. Reportedly, it was not affected. Sources alleged that the attack was
launched from Maarat al Numan or Kafr Nbul areas, Hamidiyah base or Wadi Al Deif basem
all areas under the control of pro-government forces.
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IMAGE DATE: 14 July 2021 (Before Image)
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Kansafra incident, first house

Idlib city (Idlib governorate), 7 September 2021

A least five artillery strikes impacted parts of Idlib city and its suburbs in the evening of 7
September. The attack killed four persons, including a woman and a child, and left at least
15 injured. A young woman who had just graduated from college was killed in Idlib city
while, a 4-year-old boy and his father, a university professor, were killed on the outskirts of
the city. While the munitions that impacted the city appear to have been unguided artillery,
the strike on the professor’s home was precise (impacting the house and a car next to it),
indicating that the attackers may have utilised a mix of guided and unguided munitions.
Information available to the Commission suggests the munitions that impacted the city were
unguided artillery fired from the southwest.
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| IMAGE DATE: 19 September 2021 (After Image)
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Mar’yan (Idlib governorate), 8 September 2021

On 8 September 2021, at approximately 05:40 hours, in Idlib Governorate, Mar’yan village,
at least one munition hit the small medical clinic in the village that also featured a residential
home on the upper floor, killing a 51-year-old woman and severely injuring her 8-year-old
son. The woman and her son were evacuated from the apartment and taken to Idlib city,
where the woman died of her injuries. The father, who owns the building and was the acting
head of the medical point had left to pray when the attack occurred. Approximately 15
minutes after the first strike, a second munition reportedly struck the building, causing further
damage though no further injuries. The medical staff sleeping in the Mar’yan Medical Point
apparently avoided injury during the first attack and assisted the victims. By the time of the
second attack, no one was left inside the structures. The residence and the medical point were
severely damaged and the medical point was rendered inoperable. Relatives of the family
stated that the family had only recently returned to Mar’yan after being displaced to Idlib,
and that they were gathering belongings and intended to leave the area again. Observers
reported the presence of drones at the time of the incident. Prior to the attack, multiple sources
indicated that the medical point served 100-170 people per day of all ages, and was the
primary facility for at least 22 villages in the surrounding area. It was reportedly the last
remaining medical point in the Jabal Al-Zawya area. The basic details of this incident are
consistent with a pattern of targeting medical facilities, in particular with double-tap attacks.

Ariha (Idlib governorate), 20 October 2021

On 20 October 2021, between 08:00 and 08:15 hours, in Ariha town, Idlib Governorate, at
least ten munitions impacted an area of approximately 900 square meters in central Ariha
town, killing at least 13 people, including four children and one female teacher, and injured
at least 21 others, including children and women. The attack caused material damage to at
least two schools as well as residential and commercial buildings. Interviewees indicated no
presence of military installations or targets in the impacted area. Victims and witnesses
reported that the attacks occurred in a residential/commercial area at a time when children
normally went to school and residents to work. One drone was observed in the area before
and during the incident. Preliminary analysis of available imagery suggests that at least some
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of the munitions were fired in a high arc trajectory, likely from the south/southwest,
suggesting that those munitions were likely artillery shells launched from Kafr Roma and
Kafr Nabl areas, west of Maarat al Numan. Interviewees suggested that the attack originated
from a Government military base south of Sarageb, much farther to the east. All three areas
are currently under the control of pro-Government forces. Despite interviewees’ claim that
the attack used Krasnopol laser-guided munitions and reported the presence of a drone, at
present the available information suggests the use of unguided ground to ground artillery,
possibly 130mm or 122mm towed field guns, both of which are reportedly part of the Syrian
Arab Army’s inventory. The incident was widely reported in media at the time with
commentators suggesting that the attack was retaliation for an explosion targeting a bus in
Damascus (see para. 21 of the report). Ariha town, situation on the M4 highway, has been
subject to similar documented incidents in the past.! The basic elements of this attack appear
consistent with patterns of Government and pro-Government attacks on markets and
civilians-populated areas with unguided high-explosive weapons when such areas are likely
to be crowded with civilians.

Termanin (Idlib governorate), 27 October 2021

On 27 October 2021, near Termanin (Turmanin) village, Idlib governorate, between
approximately 14:30 and 15:00 hours, three munitions impacted the area of the “Sham Al-
Kheir” or “Doumani” IDP camp, to the west of Termanin village, with one impacting IDP
camp itself, killing an 11-year-old boy and injuring four children, including the boy’s sister,
and one woman. The boy who was killed and his sister who was severely injured had
reportedly returned from school and were eating lunch when the attack occurred. The shell
that impacted the camp also caused severe structural damage. The camp reportedly housed
between 800 and 1,000 persons, primarily widows and children. There are no known military
positions or targets located near the camp. A Turkish military position is located south of the
village and the first of the three munitions impacted in the vicinity of that position without
causing harm. According to the same source, the distance between the Turkish position and
the IDP camp is approximately four kilometres. The second munition impacted
approximately 50 meters from the camp, while the third munition caused all the recorded
casualties. Remnants observed at the site indicate the use of unguided GRAD rockets. At
least three were fired successively, with each impacting closer to the camp until the last one
struck it, suggesting that the camp itself was the intended target, which is also consistent with
previous patterns. Sources also claimed that the shells came from a government controlled
area 15-20 kilometers away called Besratoun near Atarib in Aleppo governorate.

Between Ma’arat Misreen and Idlib city (Idlib Governorate), 11
November 2021

On 11 November 2021, between Ma’arat Misreen (Ma’arratmisrin) and Idlib city, Idlib
Governorate, between approximately 10:00 and 11:00 hours, up to three airstrikes impacted
a residential home and poultry farm buildings, killing five (three children between 8 months
and 7 years of age, as well as the parents of the youngest two children) and injuring at least
one man (the father of the 7 year old). The attack caused the destruction of the house and
significant damage to the other structures on the property. Interviewees noted that there were
no military installations or targets in the area and that the location had been a chicken farm
for years, although chicken farming had ceased a few months prior as the families instead
attended to the agriculture. The house had hosted two families of IDPs from rural Aleppo,
headed by two brothers who had been hired by the owners of the land to cultivate. The family
of the brother who survived was elsewhere conducting chores elsewhere on the property and
were unharmed, with the exception of the 7-year-old boy who was killed and his father who
was injured. Witnesses and victims reported no military objective in the area. Interviewees

1 See e.g. A/HRC/44/61, section V.

GE.22-01612


https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/44/61

A/HRC/49/77

and observers reported the presence of a Russian fixed wing aircraft in the area at the time of
the attack that had departed Hmemim Airbase 26 minutes prior.

IMAGE DATE: 02 November 2021 (Before Image) - IMAGE DATE: 12 November 2021 (After Image)
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Poultry farm between Ma’arat Misreen and 1dlib city

13. Kafr Nouran (Aleppo governorate), 15 November 2021

On 15 November 2021, in Kafr Nouran village, south of Atarib, Aleppo governorate, at
approximately 09:00 hours, two munitions impacted a house, killing one woman and one
boy, and injuring four other children and three civilian men. The village is located a few
kilometers from the front lines with pro-Government forces and according to interviewees is
under SNA control. The attack rendered the home uninhabitable and also damaged
agricultural equipment. Victims interviewed alleged the use of Krasnopol munitions, but as
of this writing there is no information available concerning the presence of drones or the
availability of remnants to substantiate this allegation. One victim reported that the attack
originated from Jendraya village to the south, which is under pro-government forces control.

14. Road between Ariha and Al-Mastouma (Idlib governorate), 3
December 2021

On 3 December, between Ariha and Al-Mastouma (Mastuma), Idlib governorate, between
09:30 and 10:00 hours, a publicly acknowledged United States airstrike on an alleged Al
Qaida member killed the intended person and injured six civilians, including two girls and
two boys between the ages of 10 and 15, traveling on the same road as their car overtook the
targeted person’s motorcycle. The family had gone to visit relatives and was returning home
when the incident occurred. One of the children was filming the scenery along the road for
an older sibling who was recently married and could not join the trip, capturing the moment
when they overtook the motorcyclist and the strike occurred. In a Press briefing, the United
States Department of Defense Press Secretary stated that the strike was launched from an
MQ-9 unmanned aircraft and that it targeted and killed Musab Kinan, an alleged senior leader
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of Hurras al-Din, an Al-Qaida affiliated group. The United States has indicated that the
incident is under investigation internally to determine whether civilian casualties occurred.?

Al Jadida (Idlib governorate), 11 December 2021

On 11 December, near Al Jadida town, at approximately 12:50 hours, a publicly
acknowledged Russian Federation airstrike targeted the home of an alleged leader of Jund al-
Sham, a Chechen group affiliated to Hurras Al-Din. The strike reportedly killed at least two
people, including a child, and injured nine other children and four women. One of those killed
may have been a fighter, as apparent militants expressed condolences for the loss of a fighter.
Despite the assertion by the Russian Special Envoy of the President for Syria, Alexander
Lavrentyev, during a 22 December press conference that the strike killed Al-Shishani
Margoshvili, local sources indicate that the targeted person may have survived.® The
Commission is not aware of any statements concerning investigations by the Russian
Federation into the reports of civilian casualties associated with the incident.

2

3

https://www.defense.gov/News/Transcripts/Transcript/Article/2863617/pentagon-press-secretary-
john-f-kirby-holds-an-on-camera-press-briefing/.

https://ria.ru/20211222/boevik-1764921824.html;
https://tass.ru/politika/13272779?utm_source=yxnews&utm_medium=desktop.
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Annex V

Table of repatriations of foreign children and women

Repatriation of foreign children and women from SDF-run camps in North-eastern

Syria (as of December 2021)!

Repatriated Repatriated
Children Women

Countries and areas (range)® Countries and areas (range)?
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistand 201-500 N/A 201-500
Russian Federation? 101-200 Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan 101-200
Kosovo? 51-100 N/A 51-100
France, Germany 26-50 N/A 26-50
Albania, Belgium, Denmark, Finland?, Sweden 16-25 N/A 16-25
Australia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, , North 6-15 Belgium, Germany, Russian Federation, Sweden 6-15
Macedonia, Norway, Sudan®, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States
of Americad, Ukrained,
Austria, Canada, Italy, Netherlands, Nigeria, 1-5 Afghanistan, Albania, Denmark, Finland?, 1-5
Trinidad and Tobago, South Africa, Switzerland, Netherlands, North Macedonia, Norway, Sudan,
State of Palestine United States of America, Ukraine
Indonesia, Morocco®, Tajikistan TBD Morocco® TBD
Afghanistan, Algeria’, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, None® Algeria’, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, None¢

China, Egypt’, Estoniaf, Georgia, India, Iran,
Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Libya, Malaysia,
Maldives, , Pakistan, Philippines, Poland,
Portugal, Romania’, Saudi Arabia’, Senegal,
Serbia, Somalia, Tunisia, Turkey, Viet Nam',
Yemen

Bangladesh, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada,
China, Egypt, Estoniaf, France, Georgia, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Italy, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Libya,
Malaysia, Maldives, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines,
Poland, Portugal, Romania’, Saudi Arabia’,
Senegal, Serbia, Somalia, South Africa,
Switzerland, Tajikistan, Trinidad and Tobago,
Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, Viet Namf, Yemen, State of
Palestine, Kosovo

& Figures are based on information submitted by States in response to communications by United
Nations Special Procedures (https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/Tmsearch/TMDocuments), submissions
to the Commission (see footnote 4), and a compilation of open source data by the United Nations

(until 31 December 2021).

b Repatriations have reportedly occurred, without indication of the number of individuals.

¢ The countries listed here are those for which the Commission received information that citizens
were held and for whom there is no indication of any repatriation.

4 Based on an average value due to differing information between sources.

¢ Eight individuals were reportedly repatriated, without specification as to the number of children

and women.

f According to information submitted by States in response to communications by United Nations
Special Procedures (https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/Tmsearch/TMDocuments), the national
authorities have no indication as to the presence of citizens in Northeast Syria, or are still trying to

determine such presence.

1 This table does not reflect the repatriation of Iragi nationals, who form the largest group of foreigners

in North-eastern Syria.

2 References to Kosovo shall be understood to be in the context of Security Council resolution 1244

(1999).
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Annex VI

Correspondence with the Government of the Syrian Arab
Republic
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The Secretanat of the United Nations Independent Intemational Commission of Inguiry on
the Symian Arab Eepublic presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of the Syman Arab
Fepublic to the United MNations Office at Geneva and specialized institutions, and has the honour to
refer to Human Bights Couneil resolutions 5-17/1 establishing the Commission and 4622 extending
its mandate until 31 March 2022

The Commmssion takes this opportmity fo thank the Permoment Mission for your
Government’s past assistance in firtherance of its mandate. In the same spint, it requests your
Government s assistance should there be information available to share regarding incidents or events
impacting the uman rights of persons in the Syrian Arab Fepublic that could aide ongoing
mvestigations.

At present, the Commission seeks information on lnman rights vielations and abuses in light
of its upcoming mandated report to the Human Bights Couneil session m March 2022 which wall
cover events between 1 July 2021 and 31 December 2021.

In this regard, the Commission requests any information your Government may be able to
share regarding the incidents listed in the Ammex I to this note, which allegedly ocourred in Aleppo,
Damascus, Dar’a, Idlib, Hama, Homs, Quneitra and Aleppoe Governorates during this time period.

Furthermore, the Commission would welcome information concerming attacks and shelling
by armed groups and other armed actors entailing eivilian casualties (in addition to the mformation
provided on the aforementioned incidents). The Commission has taken note of the information
regarding civilians killed and injured provided in the identical letters from the Permanent
F.epresentative of the Synan Arab Bepublic to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-
General and the President of the Secumity Couneil dated 11 May 2021 and @ June 2021, and would
much appreciate further details on the related specific incidents.

Moreover, with respect to human nghts related to housing. land and property. the
Commission kindly seeks information regarding agricultural land auctions in Hama and Deir-Eiz-
Zor.

According to information received, on 12 July 2021, following an snnouncement by the
governor of Hama, auctions took place of private pistachio tree land in the govemorate of Hama.
Anctions were also amnounced to be held m Latmin, Tatamena al-Qism al-Hamji, al-Hamra; i
Taybeh al-Imam  Maardes, Kawakab, Maan, Qasr al-Mukharam Kafr Zeita, al-Hamamyat on July
13, 2021, and Murk and Lahaya on July 14, 2021. According to the announcement, any person
‘ms-hmg to bid for the auctioned land was ::ul:lhged to pay a deposit of 70,000 5YP. Preliminary
information indicated that the anctioned lands are the property of displaced owners who were not
informed and did not approve the auctioning of their land.

Further, in November and December 2021, at least 15 auctions were reportedly announced
in several Hama localities - such as Murawid, an a-Kafat (25 november 2021} — by the fanming
associations of the concerned villages.

Meanwhile m Deir-Eiz-Zor. om 28 Angust 2021, the govemnor of Aleppo Fadil Najjar
officially announced the auction of “abandoned and vacant land”™ in Deir-Eiz-Zor governorate. The

auctions were announced to be held between 7 and 17 September 2021 and organized by committees
created by decision 5129 of 12 July 2021. Preliminary mformation mdicate that lands belonging to
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owners - who were displaced and therefore not present in Deir-Eiz-Zor — were being auctioned
without their approval.

Lastly, information available to the Commission mdicates that in July 2021, in Hama and
Deir-ez-Zour governorates, official committees created by order of the govemor, for example order
(41027773980 of 19/06/2021 m Mahrada district, were allegedly tasked with listing names of owners
of “vacant™ land as well as their surface and estimated pmduc'tiﬂ-n_ across the two gmremﬂ-rates.
According to the information received, owners defined as “not present”, “outside the country™,

“armed man” or located “mn Idlib countryside™ would not be able to intercede to prevent their land
from being confiscated.

The Commassion would nmch appreciate further clarification and information regarding the
above-mentioned auctions, as well as the role of the subcommittees that were created m July 2021
In particular the Commission would welcome information regarding any efforts to contact, inform
or permit the criginal landowners to have a role in these proceedings.

Furthermore, with respect the simation in Yarmouk Camp, the Commnussion has received
information regarding announcements indicating that displaced fanulies from Yammouk Camp would
be allowed to refum to the camp in autumn 2021, on certain conditions. The Commission would be
mterested in knmowing the detailed process by which candidates to retumn can obtain the necessary
approval, as well as the documents recognized by the competent authorities as sufficient to prove
cwnership. The Commission would alse be interested in knowing if the abality to retum will be
extended to the displaced who have not managed to complete the removal of their property rubbles
by 3 October 2021, and for those whose property does not meet sufficient construction safety
conditions.

In addition, regarding the situation in Dar'a Govemorate, the Commission recerved
information that since 24 Angnst 2021, 79 persons have repertedly been transported from Dar'a Al-
Balad on buses by pro-govemment forces through the crossing point of Abu Zindeen, a major
crossing point located at the front ine in the northemn Aleppo province. Among them were civilians,
mechuding women, elderly and children. Detailed mformation regarding the decision or agreement to
transfer the individuals concemed would be noach appreciated.

The Commussion would also appreciate mformation regarding the 21 October 2021
statement by the Ministry of Justice on the alleged sentencing to death by the counter-terrorism court
on 20 October 2021 of 24 people under terronism laws following their alleged involvement in
wildfires n north-west Syma m 2020, In additon, 11 individuals were allegedly sentenced to
mdefinite forced labour, and four individuals (including five adolescents) to forced labour for
between 10 and 12 years. In particular, the Commission would welcome information on the identity
of those convicted, information about how or where they were executed and information on steps
taken to ensure full access to defence counsel for the accused dunng the alleged tmals.

Lastly, the Commmussion kindly reiterates its request for information on measures to prevent
or investigate any known alleged detention related viclations and abuses as well as practical steps
taken to increase human nights protections for current or former detaimees and their families. For this
purpose, please see the attached standard questionnaire (which the Commission previeusly shared in
its note verbale mmbered COISYRIA/3 22020 of 16 October 2020).

In order for the information to be received and processed ahead of its next reporting
obligations, the Commission would kindly request that any mputs be received by 3 January 2022.
We remain ready to discuss the most appropniate means by which to obtamn the above information,

mcluding throngh meetings or briefings.

The Commission also takes this opportunity to reiterate its request for access to the termitory
of the Synan Arab Eepublic to fulfil its mandate, meluding to facilitate dialogue in relation to
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requests such as contained in the present commmmication. The Commission further seeks to engage
your Government on modalities for access to areas of the Symian Arab Fepublic cumently outside of

Government control. For any questions regarding the details of this request or opportunities to
collaborate, please contact the Secretaniat, at ohehr-coisyniargohehr.org.

The Secretariat of the Commission of Inquiry avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the
Permanent Mission of the Symian Arab Bepublic the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 30 November 2021

Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Fepublic
to the United Nations Office at Geneva and specialized institutions
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Anmex I

List of alleged incidents on which the Commission requests information for its upcoming
mandated report to the Human Rights Council session in March 2022

The Commission requests mformation on the following incidents for its upconmung mandated
report to the Human Rights Council session in March 2022:

Incidents allegedly occuming in Idlib and Hama Govemorates:

- On 3 July 2021, in Baloyun, Balshoon and Tblin villages, Idlib governorate, artillery shelling
allegedly led to the death of nine civilians: five individuals from the same family, including three
children im Tblin two children in Balioun and two girls in Balshoun The use of guded mumitions,
possibly Krasnopol or equivalent weapon systems, is alleged in this incident.

- On17 July 2021, in Sarja village, Idlib governorate, an alleged sround-based attack impacted a
house killing six ervilians, mcluding three children and injunng six others.

- On 17 July 2021, in in Eshem village, Idlib governorate, alleged artillery shelling impacted a
house killing at least eight civilians, includng three girls, one boy and four women Nine other
civilians were wounded, mcluding one elderly man. The use of guided mumitions, pessibly
Erasnopol or equivalent weapon systems, is alleged in this incident.

- On 22 July 2021, in Iblin, Idlib govemnorate, alleged artillery shelling led to the death of at least
seven civilians from one family, including four children. The use of guided nmumitions, possibly
Erasnopol or equivalent weapon systems, is alleged in this incident.

- On7 August 2021, in Qastoun town, Hama govemnorate, alleged artillery shelling led to the death
of four children and wounded five others from the same fanuly.

- On 19 Angust 2021, m Balshoun Idlib govemorate, alleged artillery shelling impacted three
houses leading to the death of four children and a woman, and injuning two children. The use of
guided numitions, possibly Krasnopel or equivalent weapon systems, is alleged in this incident.

- On 20 Angust 2021, in Kansafra, Idlib govemnorate, alleged artillery shelling led to the death of
four siblings and injured two others civilians. The use of guided mumitions, possibly Krasnopol
of equivalent weapon systems, is also alleged in this incident.

- On 2 September 2021, in Furaykah wvillage, Idlib govemorate, a ground-based attack allegedly
killed a @1l

- On7 September 2021, in Idlib town, Idlib governcrate, alleged artillery shelling led to the death
of four civilians and mmjured 15 others. The same day, in Maarat Misnn town, alleged airstrike
led to the injury of four children and two women.

- On8 September 2021, in Mar van (Mareian) village, Idlib govemorate, alleged artillery shelling
led to the death of a woman and seniously wounded her child. The use of gmded mumitions,
possibly Erasnopel or equivalent weapon systems, 15 alleged m this incident.

- On 19 September 2021, in Al-Eafir village, Idlib govemnorate, alleged artillery shelling led to the
death of a child and injured a woman.

- On1 October 2021, in Batitiyah village, Idlib govemnocrate, artillery shelling allegedly impacted
the area near an informal IDP leading to the death of a woman, injured a child and another

WOmAn.
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On 20 October 2021, n Anha town, [dlib governorate, an alleged ground-based attack led to the
death of 13 crvilians and at least 19 wounded. The attack also reportedly impacted mam roads. a
school and market area.

Om 27 October 2021, in Termanin town, Idlib govemorate, alleged artillery shelling impacted an
IDP camp leading to the death of one child and mjured 3 others: 4 children and a woman

On 11 November 2021, in Maarat Misreen, Idlib governorate, alleged airstrikes impacted a house
and a poultry farms leading to the death of five civilians, ncluding three children and myured
eight others most of them from the same fanmly.

Incidents allegedly occuming in Aleppo Governorate:

On 11 October 2021, n Afrin town, Aleppo govemorate, at arcund mid-day, a vehiele exploded
near Al Hall market, near Kawa Roundabout. It reportedly caused the death of more than five
civilians as well as members of the Military Police in Afrin. At least 22 were injured.

On 11 October 2021, in Al Dabas village (south of JTarablus), Aleppo governorate, as result of a
shelling attack on a civilian house, one man and one woman were killed and other six were
injured. Information obtammed by the Commussion suggests that the attack came from areas under
the control of the “Syrian Democratic Forees™ (SDE).

On 13 November 2021, in Kafr Nawan, western Aleppe, alleged artillery shelling impacted a
house leading to the death of a2 woman and her cluld. Five other family members were injured:
the victim’s four children and her husband.

On 19 November 19, 2021, in Afnin town, Aleppo govemorate, in the evening. several shells
struck the town, resulting in at least three civilians deaths and dozens of imjuries. Civilian
infrastruchre was also damaged. Information obtained by the Commission suggests that the
attack came from areas under the control of the “Synan Democratic Forces™ (SDF) and the
Govemment of Syria forces.

Incidents allegedly occuming in Dar’a. Cuneitra. Homs and Damascus Govemorates:

On 24 June 2021, in Dar'a Al-Balad, south of Dar'a City, all but one crossing point into the area
were allegedly closed by pro-government forces, restricting freedom of movement and severely
hindering access to essential items and services, in connection with a process in which the
surrendening of weapons by mmber of individuals was demanded. Allegedly. on 27 July, an
offensive ensued, entailing shelling and the closing of all crossing points. During the subsequent
two months encirclement of Dar'a Al-Balad, pro-government forces shelling of the area and other
restive towns resulted in multiple civilian casualties and imjunes, widespread destruction of
civilian buildings and infrastruchure, and cansing mass displacement. Targets hat included the
Al-Mansour Mosque in Hay Al-Bhar as well as the only remaining health clinic operating in the
encircled area since 24 Jume 2021 While one civilian passage was infermittently open for
pedestnans, forces positioned there reportedly demanding large sums of money to let ervilians
through. Moreover, private properties were allegedly looted by forces, who were also stationed
in immediate proximity of civilian objects.

On 7 July 2021, al-Motaya village was allegedly raided by members of the Fifth Division, who
allegedly destroved property and set a mumnber of civilian houses on fire. At least 36 men were
detained and held in Busra al-Sham. While some were later released, at least one was brought to
a hospital in Dar’a where he later died, allegedly as a result of torture.
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- On 29 July 2021, pro-government forces allegedly carmed out a ground attack on residential
areas in Jasim town (westemn Dar'a), killing one 16-year-old boy, and leading to at least one
mjury.

- On 29 July 2021, a minor died as a result of an attack by unknown perpefrators in Dar'a Al-
Mahatta.

- On 29 July 2021, at around 1:30 pm., pro-government forces allegedly carried out an attack that
struck one house in al- Hay al-Awsat neighbowrhood In Yadoudah town, killing three children
and injuring one woman, as well as two other children including one boy (brother of the three
cluldren killed).

- On 29 July 2021, the Dar’a National Hospital was subjected to shelling, with Government forces
and armed groups accusing each other for having carmied out the attack.

- In the moming of on the 26 August 2021, pro-government forces allegedly shelled a residence
in Tafas, Dara governorate, killing one woman.

- On 29 of Angust 2021, alleged shelling in the areas of Dar’a Al-Balad and Masakeen Jileen
resulted in the death of twe civilian men and one woman respectively.

- On 24 August a civilian man was shot around al-Saraya checkpoint in Dar'a al-Balad.

- On 16 October 2021, in Ain El Tinneh village, Quneitra governorate, former Member in the
Synan Parliament Mr. Medhat Saleh. onginally from the village of Madelshams. was allegedly
shot and killed by sniper fire in front of his house. No other casnalties were repou'ted

- On 20 October 2021, between 6:30am and 7:00am in Jisr Al-Pais area, central Damascus, at
least 14 individuals were killed when a Military Institution for Housing mimivan was allegedly
struck by an improvised exploding device in central Damaseus.

- On 24 November 2021, on the Tripali read west of Homs city. Homs govemnorate, two civilians
were killed and six members of the Synan armed forces mjured in an alleged air strike near a
funel station.

For each of the incidents above, the Commission requests the following information, while
cognizant that the information requested may relate to sensitive securty and military information:

- Acknowledgment of imvolvement in any of the above incidents. and in relation to those, detailed
information on precautionary measures aimed at ensuring that military sensitive areas are located
far away from residential and civilian areas and other measures taken to avoid or minimize
civilian harm in each operation.

- Any available overflight and/or operational sirike records for the dates and locations of each
incident.

- Satellite, survelllance or other imagery for each target and for both pre- and post-operations
review and analysis.

- Information on internal investigations, reviews, or other process evaluating the compliance of
each incident with intemmational humsanitarian law and vyour forces’ applicable mules of
engagement, and if so, whether any such reviews resulted in disciplinary or criminal proceedings
agamst parficular mdividuals or revisions or amendments to rules of engagement or other internal
procedures to Increase civilian protection
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REFERENCE: QOISYRIAGE/Z020

LIST OF QUESTIONS FOR EACH DUTY-BEARER OR PARTY WITH REGARD TO
THE SITUATION OF IMPREISONMENT AND DETENTION IN THE SYRIAN ARAB
REPUBLIC SINCE MARCH 2011:

The United Nations Independent International Conmmssion of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab
Fepublic (heremafter the Commission) would appreciate receiving information with regard to the
sifuation of imprisonment and detention in the Syrian Arab Republic, including key detention-
related recurrent human nghts concerns since March 2011, for the purposes of its upcoming special
report on detention. This report was requested by the TN Huma.u Bights Council in its resolutions
4421 of 17 July 2020 and 45/T.45 of 2 October 2020, and mandated to cover infer alia:

- detenfion-related violations and abuses such as extrajudicial killings, torture and other
cruel, inhuman of degrading treatment or punishment, enforced disappearance, and other
human rights viclations and abuses suffered by persens unlawfully or arbitrarily deprived
of their liberty including sexual and gender-based violence;

- the pamnﬂa: vulnerabilities of children in detention:

- access to detention facilities for medical services and monitoring bodies;

- Information concerming detamees to their fanmlies; and

- Justice for those arbitrarily detained.

While the Commission understands that some of the information requested relates to
sensifive secunty information. we would greatly appreciate any information possible on these
matters to aide in our task of undertaking a comprehensive nguiry.

In particular, the Commission would appreciate recerving:

Lezal framework applicable to detention in the Svrian Arab Eepublic since March 2011

1. Information concerning legislation. policies. directives, orders or other instruments
concerning the administration and management of detention facilities and detention
conditions, mcluding amendments or modifications sinee March 2011,

2. Information on legislation, policies, directives, orders or other measures regarding
safeguards for detainees, including to (i) be informed of the charges against them and of
their rights; (ii) have prompt access to a lawvyer; (ii1) notify a relative or other person of
their choice of their amrest; (iv) be brought promptly before a judge.

3. Information concermng legislation. policies, directives, orders or other instruments related
to complaints systems and accountability for allegations of abuses in places of detention.

Statistics on detention-related violations or abuses since March 2011:

4. Annmual statistical data per year - disaggregated by sex, ethnic/national enigin, and age
category (under 18, 18-63, over 63 years of age) - on the mumber of pre-trial detainees and
convicted prisoners and the occupancy rate at all places of detention that you operate or
control inside the Syrian Arab Bepublic, including:

4. The name, location, size (in terms of detainee capacity and square meters) of each
place of detenfion, mcluding specialised detention facilities (e.g.. juvenile
detention cenfres, women's detention centres, medical faciliies with the capacity
to hold detainees).

b, MNumber of persons held in relation to political or security crimes, including
terrorism-related offenses and offenses related to violations of the laws of war,
versus persons detained for ‘ordinary” cnmes.
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5. Ammmal statistical data per year regarding persons released from detention and the total
length of time detained upon release, disaggregated by age, gender, and pre-trial er post-
conviction status.

3. As a subset of the total mmber of persons released from detention. the mumber of
persons released on the basis of amnesties adopted between March 2011 and the
ent.

6. Anmual Et]a;et?stical data per year regarding deaths in custody, and information on the manner

in which those deaths were investigated.

Anmual statistical data per year regarding transfers or extraditions of detainees or prisoners

from the temmitory of the Synan Arab Fepublic to other locations.

8. Information regarding children in detention, whether such detention has been used as a
measure of last resort and limited to the shortest possible period. and measures taken to
ensure that juveniles are separated from adults in all places of detention.

=1

Prevention of detention-related violations or abuses:

9. Information regarding measures taken or foreseen to prevent detenfion-related abuses or
violations by your authorities/forces, mcluding through guidance or mspections.

10. Information concerning aceess to detention facilities provided to monitoring bodies (such
as civil society organizations, the UN or the ICEC) to undertake independent visits.

11. Information concerning access to detention facilities provided for medical services.

12, Information concerming contact with and access to detamees for their fanmlies.

13, Information concerming measures taken to ensure respect for the prineiple of
inadmissibility of evidence obtained through torture and ill-treatment.

Imvestizgation of detention-related violations or abuses: redress and support for victims:

14, Information concerning investigations carried out into the detention-related viclations or
abuses that were allegedly commutted by your authonties/forces, to hold the perpetrators to
accoumnt.

15. Information on remedies available to vicims of detention-related violations or abuses
committed by your authorities/forces.

16. Information on what protection and suppaort mechanisms are in place for victims of
detention-related violations or abuses (including legal, medical or psychosocial assistance).

17. Information on any measures adopted to encourage victims to safely report allegations of
such violations or abuses.

18. Annual statistical data since March 2011 on the mumber of complaints, investigations,
prosecutions, convictions and sentences imposed in cases of detention-related viclations
and abuses.

Other:

19. Information regarding measures taken to implement recommendations made with respect
to detention by the Commission of Ingquiry?, other UN human rights mechanisms or other
relevant bodies since March 2011,

¥k

! The Commission’s repons are all accessible on wrararohehr orgcoisyria (under documentation), with the
recommendatons usually listed last, in bold. By way of example, in its most recent report (AHRC/45/31) the
Commdssion inter alia recommended all parties to close all mekechift and temporary places of detention; inprotve health
conditions and ensure prisoner releazes in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic; cease torhmre and other cruel oTeatment
mcluding sexmal violence in places of detention; take measures to reveal the fates or those detained and establish an
effective chanmel of compmmication with fnmlies; and facilitate unfettered sccess for independent omanitarian,
protection and bomsn rights orgsnizations to places of confinement or detention.
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