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[. Introduction ll. Priority youth issues for the twenty-

first century
1. Initsresolution 52/83 of 12 DecemhEd97 on policies

and programmes involving youth, the Generql As;emnyA_ Evolution and growth of the priority
requested the Secretary-General to report to it at its fifty- youth issues
fourth session on the implementation of the resolution and,
in particular, on progress made in the implementation of the
World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and
Beyond. 4.  The General Assembly first defined youth in 1985 for
Hﬁ International Youth Year. By endorsing the guidelines for
H[]ther planning and suitable follow-up in the field of youth,

e Assembly, for statistical purposes, defined those persons

1. Global definition of youth

2.  The present report is based on the statements j
papers prepared by Member States, agencies

organizations of the United Nations system, norI—ét 15 and 24 ; th without preiudi
governmental youth organizations and intergovernmen ween 1o an years of age as youth, without prejudice

organizations for the World Conference of Ministeréootherdefinitions of Member States (A/40/256, para. 19).

Responsible for Youth (Lisbon, 8—12uust1998) and for When the General Assembly, in its resolution 50/81 of 14
the World Youth Forum at its third session (Braga, Portuga{?ecehmbeahggi’ adozpé(e)%lthec\j/VSrldgrpgrqmme Oc]; Arc]:nonhfor
2-7 Augustl998), as well as statements by Member Staté@l.Jt dtﬁlt e ejrf. d an h eyh, it relter%tceﬁ 2t4ath €
to the General Assembly at its fifty-third sessibn. In additio nited Nations defined youth as the age cofidst24. vet

other material was used to prepare the report, in particulglfurther stated that, apart from the statistical definition of the

information on youth policies and programmes as collecté%rm youth mentioned above, the meaning of the term youth

by the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, DivisioP(ar,'(:’,c_j in different societies arounq the wgrld and that
for Social Policy and Development, Youth Unit durin#ieﬁnmons of youth had changed continuously in response to
1997-1998 ’ ’ luctuating  political, economic and sociocultural

. . _ circumstances. However, since 1985, all the statistical
3. While the present report is concerned with thgervices of the United Nations system have used the age
implementation of the World Programme of Action for Youtltohort15-24 to collect global statistics on youth (namely, the

to the Year 2000 and Beyld, it also takes into account th%/earbooks on demography, education, emp|0yment and
youth-related concerns and relevant follow-up action of othgeayth).

programmes of action adopted by nine world conferences
convened by the United Nations since 1992: Agenda 21,  Gjobal situation of youth

adopted by the United Nations Conference on Environment ) ) ) ] )
and Development (Rio de Janeiro, 1992), the Vienry  Since 1973, the United Nations has published a series

Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted by the Worgj_studies on the global situation of yquth. An_updated_edition
Conference on Human Rights (Vienna, 1993), the Programi{ll @ppear in 1999. In adtion, the United Nations published
of Action, adopted by the International Conference ontatistical Charts and Indicators on the Situation of Youth
Population and Development (Cairo, 1994), the Copenhag%T/ESA/STAT/SER'Y)'

Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted by the Worl  From 1990 to 1995, the world’s estimated youth
Summit for Social Development (Copenhagen, 1995), thwpulation grew by a relatively slow 0.4 per cent per year. In
conclusions and recommendations adopted by the Foult®95, the world’s youth population was estimated by the
World Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995), theJnited Nations to be over 1 billion, or 525 milliomyng men
Programme of Action adopted by the United Nationand 500 million young women. About 60 per cent of the
Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat Il) (Istanbukorld’s youth live in the developing countries of Asia alone,
1996), the Programme of Action adopted by the speciahile 23 per cent live in the developing regions of Africa and
session of the General Assembly for the purpose of an overiaditin America and the Caribbean.

review anq appra|§al of Agenda 21 (New York, 1997) and b7y The annual growth rate of the youth population in the
the special session of the General Assembly devoted 1t890

: s continues to be highest in northern Africa (about 3 per
iggggermg the world drug problem together (New YorkCent) and is also relatively high (more than 2 per cent) in sub-

Saharan Africa, south-central Asia and western Asia. Annual
growth has slightly increased in Latin America and the
Caribbean, south-eastern Asia and Oceania. It has slightly
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decreased in the developed regions and is lowest in eastern  particularly affected, because it means thatitiogitérans
Asia (where the youth population is decreasing by about 1 per adulthood is made more difficult.

centld[?er yearl).t.From 1980 tf jgb%’ tht?] Eer(?_entjgi Or:tlﬂfg' There are also constructive trends. Many countries are
world's population represented by you eclined siig \éxperiencing a deepening of democracy. In all regions of the

from 19 to 18 per cent. This decline occurred in all regiong, 14 there are signs that countries are introducing or

except .Afrlca, yvhere youth as a percentage of the to{ﬁilanning steps which can lead to more democracy. In addition,
population continue to increase.

many countries are actually putting in place mechanisms to

8.  Youth, like any other population group, have their increase and enhance the participation of citizens. This opens
particular concerns and problems, which demand specific up opportunities for participation by all people. Young people
responses. Those concerns, problems and contributions must  will gain from this move towards more democracy. They have
be integrated into social and economic policy and political been contributing to the democratic process in many
decision-making. But is this happening? Is current experience countries, and they have been expressing their desire to be
satisfactory with regard to using political, social and given more oppitigano make constructive contributions.
economic policy to deal effectively with youth issues, such Nevertheless, there is still some distance to travel to make
as unemployment, poverty, illiteracy, disease, lack of leisurgevernment more effectively accessible to young people.

timg activities, inadequate sports infra;tructure, juvenilgs - rpe regional integration processes currently under way
delinquency and drug abuse and trafficking? have implications for the well-being of young people. Will

9.  Many countries have formulated strategies, policies, those processes lead to more productive employment for
programmes and projects for young people. Despite thoseuny people? Will there be more education and training
efforts, the situation of youth is still characterized by oppatiemfor young people? Will young people have more
problems that make life difficult for them. In industrialized access to quality and affordable health care? Will young
and developing countries, young people are living at atime people have a place at the decision-making levels of major
when profound economic, political, social, cultural and tingions of society? These and other questions point
environmental changes are occurring, resulting in both towards the need to reflect on the meaning of both
opportunities and constraints. globalization and regional integration for the lives of young

10. Globalization involves both opportunities and threatB.eOpIe'
More opportunities for trade and development should increase
the wealth of all countries, which in turn is supposed to aIIowB
increased investment in human and social development. On”
the other hand, there is intensified evidence of poverty,
unemployment and social exclusion. More careful analysis
is required to learn how these impact on the lives of young
men and women.

11. The problems of youth must be seen in the context bf- A national youth policy is a major instrument used by
the current state of international cooperation. For exampl@any Member States to address the concerns and problems
declining official development assistance undermines tiQ¢ Youth. Since the International Youth Year (1985), the
capacity of many countries to meet their development needdlitéd Nations has been promoting national youth policies
The external debt crisis has a crippling effect on low-inconff@t are cross-sectoral and integrated. This type of national
countries. Theseauntries have to use their already scarc&?Uth policy is supposed to facilitate a comprehensive and
resources to pay back their external debt obligations ratl{é?ord'nated approach to youth issues. It should serve to
than to provide essential services. Structural adjustmdfjegrate youth concerns into national development strategies,
programmes in many countries are still inadequately attentigéning to end the marginalization of youth concerns.

to the importance of social factors. Furthermore, the trad&. As illustrated in the table below, out of a total of 185
imbalances between developed and developing economigiember States, 153 have formulated a national youth policy
favouring the more developed economies, place developmeit is cross-sectoral in nature. Compared with a similar
at risk in many countries, and the current global financiglurvey conducted ir1996, it shows that nine adubnal
crisis compounds the difficulty of social, economic andountries have taken this step; thus 83 per cent of Member
political development. Hndreds of millions of people are States now have a national youth policy. There are now 167
negatively affected by these factors. Young people aseuntries that have established a youth coordinating

Nature of the priority youth issues for the
twenty-first century

1. National youth policies and programmes of an
intersectoral nature
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mechanism which represents a minor increase compared with (d) Cultural participation, which relates to the arts,
the 1996 figure. Furthermore about 1léuatries have music, cultural values and expression (see 2840/
implemented a national youth programme of action. 19. Youth participation does not only provide opportunities

16. It would be interesting to see more evaluation of this  for growth and learning for young persons; it also contributes
improvement. What are the outcomes of those policies? What inreal ways towards the development of the societies in which
progress has been made? What are the obstacles encountered? theylive. Countries benefit from ensaung thatnen

What new approaches are needed to better address the and men have opportunities to offer their ideas, vision and
concerns of youth in the context of an integrated and cross- expertise towards the development of society. The General
sectoral national youth policy? It would be a service to Assembly and the recent United Nations world conferences
countries and the international community to devote the have therefore further emphasized and elaborated the value
necessary resources towards a comprehensive analysis of this  of youth participation in community development efforts and
experience. in society at larde.

17. Theindicators used in the table below were also used 20. Building on the above, youth empowerment includes

for similar reviews by the United Nations in 1994 and 1997, the participationoahg men and women not only in

and have illustrated significant progress by Member States decision-making, but also in society through access to

in both the formulation and implementation of national youth  education, employment and health, as well as to resources,

policies and programmes. For example, only 29 per cent of such as land or credit. The concept of youth empowerment
Member States indicated that they had implemented a national concentrates on the growing opportunities for young people
youth programme of action in 1994, but the proportion grew and their achievements in societydgmizes that much

to 62 per centin 1998. Further details on each Member State of the potential of youth is yet to be realized.

can be found in the annex. 21. As a new millennium approaches, it is widely

acknowledged that democratic, tolerant and just societies are
only sustained by citizens who can make educated use of
opportunities for participation. Young women and meowsld
therefore be involved from chldhood in decisions relating to

Summary of actions taken by Governments to
implement the World Programme of Action for
Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond

Category Number percentage  their own lives, and step by step in democratic decisions for

their school, their community, in local/national social and
Countries that have formulated a national cultural organizations as well as at the national, regional and
youth policy (cross-sectoral) 153 83

international levels. The active participation of young people

Countries that have designated a national in the design, implementation and evaluation of, for example,

youth coordinating mechanism (such as a

ministry, department, council or youth-friendly health services, drug prevention programmes
committee) 167 90 and/or the national youth policy has been proven to add
Countries that have implemented a national relevance and accessibility for the target group. Such youth

youth programme of action (operational,

voluntary service) 114 oo Participation at the micro-level can be promoted by national

_ youth policy, and further research is needed on appropriate
Countries that have taken all three types of . .. . .
action to implement the programme 95 51 modalities for youth participation at all levels. Special

attention should be given to the participation of girls and

L oung women in all such actitees for youth empowerment.
2. Youth participation for development and peace young y P

22. While there is general agreement on the need for

18. Since the International Youth Year was proclaimed i@nhanced youth participation, in many parts of the world

1985, the General Assembly has defined youth participatiQ@piqrity is valued, and younger persons are often excluded
as including four components: from discussions and decision-making that influence their
(a) Economic participation, which relates to work anéives. In traditional societies, the older generation transmitted
to development; values and knowledge to the young. With increasing
globalization, new communication technologies and the
influence of media, the dichotomy between old and new,
between the traditional and the modern, is pronounced in the
(c) Social participation, which relates to communitye|ations between generations. Societies need to develop
involvement and the peer group; mechanisms for bridging this gap, and the participation of

(b) Political participation, which relates to decision
making processes and distribution of power;
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both young and old people in this endeavour is of crucial programmes which promote the full participation of all young
importance. women and men, including the more vulnerable groups, can

23. Inthis context, non-governmental youth organizationg,revem young persons from getting trapped in circles of

youth centres and community youth groups play importaﬁf(dus'on' Young Womenl arjd mer;llwho' Ilve.and/or ;vork In
roles as vehicles for adolescents and young adults to voF@@ streets, young people in conlict situations and young

their concerns, often through concrete “Iearning-by-doingf'GOple who are affected by drugs or crime are among the

activities, in non-formal education and leadership trainin@anygroups who need special attention.

programmes. Millions of young men and women around the 28. There s increasing concern that the young generation
world are organized in such youth movements. It has been shows apathy and a lack of faith in the traditional structures
shown that, with appropriate structures in place, young for participation. At the same time, young people have time
women and men are capable of electing their own andagain been atthe forefront of movements for democracy
representatives, taking decisions and providing leadership in and social justice. This is a reflection of the challenge that
areas of concern to them and to the communities in which they  young pesapaetd seek to be integrated into the existing

live. In the context of scarce resources for public programmes  order or to mobilize for change and development. Rather than
for young people, possible partnerships between the non- voicing their concerns through established channels, many
governmental and public sectonsauld be further explored. oyng people choose to “exit”, and protest the status quo by

24.  Insome countries, almost all young people are memb&fENaining on the outside. Each generation indeed may need

of non-governmental youth organizations, while in othdP “reinvent th wheel”; democrgpy needs to _be cIa|Lned and
countries only a small proportion of the youth population igwned. Societies that are sensitive to the voice of the young

involved in such bodies. Someon-governmental youth generation, through whatever channel it may be transmitted

organizations are also coordinated in regional or internatiod® Citizens, have the or;portu.m.ty to gain new ideas for how
networks and can therefore serve as the voice of young peof@9anize an open and participatory society.

at the international level, including at United Nations 29. The level of youth participation in a society is reflected
meetings. in its legislation. Youth-related legislation should be based
25. Young people are disproportionately affected by w fa comprehensive pers_pecnvg on how young people are
and violent conflicts. both as victims when homes an st protected and how their contributions to society can best
communities are broken and as actual participants in tHS, engured. -An evaluation and angly.5|s.of age-related
fighting. Therefore, youth organizations have a special roll,%g!5|at'°n (qn ISSUes such as age of majonty/nghj[ to vqtg, age
to play in the promotion of peace and in conflict resolutiorl'.rnItS for being tried as an adult when faced with criminal

Many examples exist of efforts undertaken by civil societg"arges’ m!nr:mum age fo: military serk\]ncelzaatl)ge for. the ”tghtt
organizations in preventative and post-conflict peac 0 marry without parental consent) should be an importan

building. There is also a general agreement that multicultufdf't of every national youth policy.
understanding, tolerance akdowledge of human rights
should be fostered in formal as well as non-formal educationa
institutions. The possible contributions hgn-governmental 30. The World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year
youth organizations in conflict situations deserve to be furtheo00 and Beyond addressed 10 core social issues that impact
studied, as does the role of the United Nations system in thsai the lives of all young persons: education; employment;
regard. hunger and poverty; health; environment; drug abuse; juvenile
26. Poverty is one of the main obstacles to thgelinquency; leisure-time ac.tivities;. _ girls and young
empowerment and participation of young people. All over thomen; apd the fuI_I and effgcnve pqrnupanon of youth in the
world, young people are adversely influenced by poverty afiff Of society and in decision-making.

unemployment, and the juvenilization of poverty is well31. Each of the 10 issues deserves specific attention in the
documented. Experience shows that poor people themselggatext of a national youth policy, which must be directly
can be key agents for poverty eradication and sustainaliltked with national development policies and strategies.
livelihoods, and that they need to participate in the design amtley are also interrelated and intrinsically linked. For
implementation of programmes intended to combat povertxample, juvenile delinquency and drug abuse are often direct
This is also valid for adolescents and young adults. consequences of insufficient opportunities for education,

27.  Processes of marginalization and social exclusion oftgfiPloyment and participation, and also reflect the general
begin at an early age. Effective youth policies angituation that countries face. Consequently, investing in youth

13. Youth and core social development issues
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development has proven to carry long-term socio-economic  such as urban youth, rural youth, students, young workers and
benefits. Likewise, providing opportunities for young people disabled youth. The right to development is an essential
contributes to social stability and cohesion, and is based on component of the youth development process and is directly
the linkages of education, employment and health in the related to the other rights mentioned above. The current
overall development of youth. challenge is the effective implementation and monitoring of

32 In the context of international efforts for sociafhese commitments in the context of broader efforts for social

development, most notably the follow-up to the Worl(?nd economic developmett.

Summit for Social Development and in the preparations for 35. An additional factor to consider in the planning of youth
its five-year review, the situation and participation of young policies and programmes is the demographic shift towards
women and men deserves special attention. Action towards older populations and longer life expectancy. In education and
poverty eradication, the promotion of full employment and the training as well as in the provision of health services to young
strengthening of social solidarity is directly linked to the people, this new dimension of the youth life period needs to
situation of young people. Adolescents and young adults are  be taken into consideration, especially in the context of the
an important target group for all social development efforts, International Year of Older Persons.

since they are often disproportionately affected by poverty,

unemployment and social exclusion and since the impact of .

such conditions during young age will most likely influencHl. Implementation of the World

the entire lifespan. At the same time, young people can also Programme of Action for Youth

be a major resource in the social mobilization needed to
combat these very problems. to the Year 2000 and Beyond

33.  When promoting “social services for all’, adolescentsp  National level
and young adults need specific measures in the context of and
coordinated with the overall national social policy. It is noé

ht i hensi K £ The following information is drawn from sources
enough to prcimo € a Comprenensive package ot 'SoCidyi-qieq in paragraph 2 and treats three different indicators
services for all”. Young people have specific needs and a

) ., . . f such action: youth policy, youth coordination and youth
sometimes reluctant to utilize the available services. Peg .

counsellors providing confidential advice have served asétlon'
excellent mediators between health professionals and their
teenage target group. The now well-established concept of
“youth-friendly health services” should be further extended  Africa

and elaborated in other areas of social services. How can sg-  |n Tunisia youth are at the centre of the country’s

employment programmes or community developmegkyelopment plans. Policies are centred on promoting
schemes become more youth-friendly, accessible and rele_V&i'&'iogue with young people and incorporating them into
to the needs of all young people? All efforts for socighpjic life. As part of the Government's effort to encourage
development and services relating to young people also ngggih participation, national consultations have included
to be gender-sensitive. 100,000 pung people. Other political measures have also
34. The social development of young people can be sele@en taken; for example, a network of some 6,000 non-
from a rights perspective. While the Convention on the Righgovernmental organizations has been organized. The Ministry
of the Child provides protection only for the younger part (upf Children and Youth, which coordinates the national youth
to age 18) of the youth population of concern in the presepelicy of Tunisia in cooperation with other youth-serving
report, the human rights framework at large (ranging from thginistries and youth organizations, recently launched a
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Declaratigrational tribune for dialogue with youth to provide young
on the Right to Development to, for example, a large numbggeople in all sections of the country with an opportunity to
of International Labour Organization conventions dealingxpress their views to government leaders at local, provincial
with labour standards related to young persons) contai@gd national levels.

ample evidence of the concern expressed by the internatioggl  The Government of South Africa set up the National
community for the rights of young people. The rights otyg v yth Commission in 1996 to formulate and coordinate a
women and men to education, employment and health haygional youth policy and various programmes to implement

been declared in a variety of international instruments aidTne commission. which was inaugurated on 16 JL96
programmes of action, as well as for specific groups of youth,

National youth policy
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by President Nelson Mandela, was established through the the National Council of Youth Organizations in Japan are
National Youth Commission Act (1996) as part of the major organizations. The Government also has promoted
Government'’s plan to develop a comprehensive strategy to international exchange programmes to enhance understanding
address the problems and challenges facing youth. Section 3 among youth from different countries. In the Ship for World
(a) of the 1996 National Youth Commission Act stipulates  Youth Programme, manwgy people from different

that the Commission shall coordinate and develop an countries participate in a variety ibiesciv two months,
integrated national youth policy for the country. The 150 both on board and in the countries the ship visits. A
national youth organizations that attended the National Youth representative of the Youth Unit participates in this
Summit in June 1997 reinforced this mandate with specific prograsamb year for United Nations youth week.
recommendations to ensure the consultative integrity of the

process. To further enhance and coordinate the Europe and North America

Implementation of the Act, an mter-.depa.rtmental governmeﬂ_ In Canada, under the Minister for Human Resources
structure was formed to ensure uniformity of approach in tfg

. velopment, the Secretary of State for Training and Youth,
efforts of various governmental departments to address )
. : épartment of Human Resources Development, coordinates
service youth issues.

the national youth policy of Canada in cooperation with other
youth-serving departments. The federal Government of
Canada has a comprehensive range of youth policies and

39. The national youth policy of China is based on both programmes, meeting the needs of young people with respect
governmental mandates and partnership with youth to health, social well-being, justice, human rights,
organizations. Society as a whole is expected to engage in  employment and income security. These complement a wide
youth education work, promote the development of youth in  range of programmes and policies that are the responsibility
morals, education and health, encourage and guide youth to  of provincial and territorial governments, including education,
participate in political activities, assist youth employment, health and social programmes. The Government’s youth
guarantee young people’s legal rights and interests, enrich  policies have been developed with increasing emphasis on
their cultural life and make efforts to educate and rehabilitate  the direchiement of pung people. Canada has some of
juvenile delinquents. The State Education Commission the highestrates of enrolment in secondary education among
coordinates the national educational policies on youth in industrialized nations, but youth unemployment is one of the
cooperation with youth-serving ministries of the Government. concerns of the Government. Canada is addressing that
The All-China Youth Federation is a united organization of challenge through specialized programmes for youth
all Chinese youth groups, a broad mass organization uniting employment. The Government also believes that the opinions
young people of all backgunds. At present, it has 45 youth  oiyng people must be heard. Accordingly, it met with 100

and student organization group members. It has branches at representatives of youth organizations to develop its position
the national, provincial and community levels. The All-China  for the World Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth,
Youth Federation is entrusted by the Government with which was held from 8 to 12 ALg®8tin Portugal.

managing and coordinating the national youth policy ofChingz_

Asia and the Pacific

In Portugal, a minister is responsible for youth, sport

40. Japan’s national youth policy stresses the importance and drug addiction and the media. The Secretary of State for
of active youth participation. The Youth Affairs Youth Affairs has a youth advisory council, a support research
Administration in the Management and Coordination Agency and planning office, Portuguese Youth Institute and the
of the Prime Minister’s office is in charge of national youth Community Service and Conscientious Objector’s Office.
policy coordination. The Committee for the Promotion of Following the programme of the thirteenth Constitutional
Youth Policy is an inter-ministerial committee. The Government, the political priorities of the national youth
Committee, in which the ministers and the agencies involved policy are basically to stimulate civic participation and to
make contacts or discussions, was organized since 1990. It promote the sociaranmdiedntegration of gung people.

has also formulated guidelines for the promotion of youth  These priorities can be met in a dialogue with young people
policies. As a result, the Government can actively promote and in the development of a real, global, integrated, youth
youth policies with coordinating measures in various fields, policy based on two types of areas: (a) horizontal, lending
such as education, employment, juvenile delinquency, consistencyto the sectoral policies of other government areas
personal development and family welfare. The Government through an institutionalized form of coordination; and (b)
also cooperates with non-governmental organizations. In vertical, stimulatimg ypeople’s participation and the free
particular, the National Assembly for Youth Development and creation and circulation of information, with the
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understanding that young people are réatens and agents greater emphasis on the promotion of micro-credit and
of social and cultural change. The Government is currently training.

implementing various youth programmes of action in the

areas of education, employment, health and drugs. The Western Asia

National Youth Council of Portugal is one of the4

Government's partners for youth work. 5. In Egypt, the President of the Supreme Council for

Youth and Sports, Ministry of Youth, coordinates the national
youth policy together with other youth-serving ministries.
Established in 1965, thedDncil has 1,340 aifiated member

43. Argentina has a number of policies on youth. The organizations and serves as a planning and programming body
Director of Youth Affairs (in the Office of the President) and which lays down the policy of youth welfare in the various
the Ministry of Education and Justice coordinate national fields (for example, cultural, social, artistic). It also sponsors
youth policy in cooperation with other youth-serving youth camps, competitions and study travel projects. The
ministries concerned with labour, social security, health and youth policy in Egypt devotes special attention to disabled
welfare, public works and agriculture. All the political parties and, rural youth as well as youth in areas with particular
in Argentina are affiliated with either youth movements or diffies. The Council coordinates its youth adtigs with

youth programmes. Argentina, through its national youth the ministries of education, health, employment, social affairs
policies, has recognized that the problem of family violence  addstry. Recently, the Ministry has focused its attention

is an issue of growing importance, although no special on revising and strengthening youth legislation addressing the
policies or programmes have been put in place. Argentina, housing, employment, education and industrial sectors.

N |_ts e:‘forts hto a:glt_jre5§ youth—rlelated ISSues rt]hroluhgh %$. The national youth policy of the Syrian Arab Republic
national youth policies, is currently preparing a healt Cal€ coordinated on an inter-ministerial basis and involves one

Latin America and the Caribbean

cr(_aated a tra|n|r_19 institute for pqlltlcal I(_eaders based %% from different social groups, including labourers, farmers
stringent _academlc_standards an_d |deolog|_cal p"_”a'.'sn"!’ students. It was established in 1968 and has the support

an effort is also being made to link educational iNStitutionst 1ha Government. The Union has 1,200,000 members, of
with jobs. whom 40.77 per cent are females and 59.33 per cent are

44. The Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines males. Most of the members are students from secondary
embarked on a series of national consultations which involved schools. It cooperates with other concerned agencies in
young people and organizations to formulate its national youth  preparing youth for life. It is uswallyed in improving

policy. A national youth policy was developed and was educational curricula and organizing educational activities,
accepted by the Government. The National Youth suchasi@ghi group discussions, lectures, scientific and
Commission, which serves as an advisory body to the entertainment activities, meetings with parents and dealing
Government on youth development, was also set up. This with vocational training matters. It cooperates with the
body consists of government officials, non-governmental National Union of Syrian Students in that regard.
organizations and representatives of civil society. The

Government has also proposed the establishment of a )

millennium commission, which will be chaired by the Prime B. Regional level

Minister and will consist of young people. The commission

is expected to give youth an opportunity for direct dialogué7. Pursuant to the World Programme of Action for Youth

with the Prime Minister, as consultations will be heldo the Year 2000 and Beyond (General Assembly resolution
nationwide at the grass-roots level. Once the consultatiop8/81, annex, paras. 116-120) andB&omic and Social

are completed, the Government plans to have a natiofzuncil resolutiorf997/55, the regional commissions were
survey, following which a youth information centre will beencouraged, within their mandates, to convene biennial
established to help youth to have access to all forms mieetings of regional non-governmental youth organizations
information relating to youth, youth issues and youtkp review and discuss issues and trends as well as regional
organizations. The Government also foresees real growthaigtion. During the period under review, several regional

the economy, with youth business initiatives enhanced lbgmmissions followed up on those recommendations with the
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assistance of an earmarked grant from the Government of the 52. Regarding advisory services to Member States on the
Netherlands to the United Nations Youth Fund. strengthening of their implementation of the World

48. The Economic and Social Commission for Asian arfg °9ramme of Action for Youth, only ESCAP has organized

the Pacific (ESCAP) prepared a report on the situation steries of su'ch advisory seryices in it§ least developed
youth in Asia and the Pacific (1996) andrvened two member countries. No such advisory services on youth were

regional intergovernmental conferences for senigf9anized by the other regional commissions.

government officers on youti 996 in Béjing and1998 in 53. However, other regional and interregional
Bangkok), the latter to prepare for the World Conference of guaeernmental organizations have provided both such
Ministers Responsible for Youth. ESCAP also convened an advisory services and intergovernmental meetings to assist
Asia-Pacific meeting of youth organizations in 1998 to Governments in preparing national youth policies and
prepare for the third session of the World Youth Forum of the programmes of action to implement the World Programme
United Nations system. of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 anddely

49. The Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) prepared 54. The Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for Youth

a report on the regional situation of youth in Africa for the Affairs and Sports, established by the League of Arab States
first session of the Pan-African Conference on Youth and in1983in Rabat, held its twenty-first session in Cairo from
Development, held in 1996 in Addis Ababa, and the first 15 to 18 February 1998 and adopted a resolution on the
session of the African Youth Forum, held just prior to that implementation of the World Programme of Action for Youth.
conference. ECA provided the venue for both meetings inits By that resolution it urged Arab ministers responsible for
new conference centre and hosted two regional non- youth affairs and sports to attend the World Conference of
governmental youth organizations and expert meetings in  Ministers Responsible for Youth and to encourage the
1996-1997 with the United Nations Population Fund participation of Arab youth delegations in the third session
(UNFPA), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) of the World Youth Forum of the United Nations system.

and the Division for the Advancement of Women of th%5_

. : ) The Council of Europe’s Conference of European
Department of Economic and Social Affairs.

Ministers Responsible for Youth, established in Strasbourg,

50. The Economic Commission for Latin American and the  Francel9i85, held its fifth session in Bucharest. The
Caribbean (ECLAC) convened a regional meeting of non- Conference adopted a final declaration on young people:
governmental youth organizations in SantiagdlBB8, in active itizens in a future Europe: human rights, participation,
cooperation with the United Nations Educational, Scientific  solidarity. In that declaration, the European ministers declared
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the Inter-American thatthe aims and objectives of the Council of Europe’s youth
Development Bank, the United Nations, the Latin American policy wenier alia, to encourage associate life and all
Youth Forum and the Caribbean Federation of Youth, to forms of action which embody democracy and pluralism, and
prepare for the third session of the World Youth Forum of the  to help all young people to participate more fully in the life
United Nations system. of the community.

51. The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 56. The Ibero-American Conference of Ministers
(ESCWA) has undertaken several studies on various aspects Responsible for Youth, established in Ni@8dheld

of the situation of youth in that region over recent years (for its ninth session in Lisbon from 5 to 7 AL@@&tand
example, drug abuse, urban settlements and poverty), but no adopted a final declaration on the elaboration of a charter of
direct cooperation was undertaken by ESCWA with the the rights of Ibero-American youth. In that declaration, the
relevant youth-related intergovernmental organization ministers, noting the importance of the fiftieth anniversary of
(League of Arab States) or with the regional coordinating the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the proposal
bodies of non-governmental youth and student organizations ofthe second session of the World Youth Forum of the United
(the Arab Youth Union and the General Union of Arab Nations system for an international charter of youth rights,
Students). ESCAP and ECLAC have undertaken such called for a charter of the rights of the Ibero-American youth
cooperation  with  both  regional youth-related to be elaborated by the International Commission on the
intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental youth  Rights of Youth and Adolescents and to be adopted by the
organizations in 1996-1998, and ECA began holding youth Conference at its tenth session in Panama in 2000. The
meetings in 1996 in conjunction with the Organization of Conference reiterated its support for the implementation of
African Unity (OAU). the World Programme of Action for Youth in that region.
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57. The Commonwealth Youth Ministers Meeting, while respecting cultural diversity, for the improvement of
established in Male in 1992, held its third session in Kualaung people’s living conditions and the development of their
Lumpur from 28 to 30 May 1998. The ministers adopted potential. The aim was also to promote the active
conclusions and recommendations concerned with three participation of young people in the development of
interrelated strategic areas of national youth policy democratic and pluralistic civic societies of the Baltic Sea
development and youth empowerment. The conference noted region.

with satisfaction the progress achievgd !n the inFroductio_n 8&. The first Regional Conference of Youth Ministers of the
the Commqnwealth Youth Credit In|t|at-|vef and its aOIOptIOE’acific Community was held in French Polynesia on 30 June
as a practical model for poverty alleviation among Younghg 1 July 1998. It adopted the Pacific Youth Strategy 2005

g_eople. \;outh empoyveirrrr:ent for tk:je nevvllmlllfenmum Vllla%s a framework for addressing the increasing youth challenges
Iscussed as a special theme, and a policy Tamework WaShe pacific region into the next century. There were six
adopted for a Commonwealth plan of action for yout

h 2005 riority issues in the Strategy: (a) full participation of young
empowerment to the year : people in development; (b) urgent action and practical

58. The Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) responses to emerging issues including education,
Ministerial Meeting on Youth, set up in 1992 in Jakarta, held employment, youth health, environment, juvenile delinquency

its second session in Kuala Lumpur on 17 and 18 November and promotion of peace; (c) youth skills development and
1997. It adopted a declaration on Asian youth development capacity-building through training; (d) the role played by the

to pursue peace and solidarity, progress and prosperity in the  private sector, churches, non-governmental organizations and
ASEAN region through the positive, active and proactive youth organizations in youth development; (e) the collection,
participation of youth and to actively promote the compilation and dissemination of information on youth
understanding of sustainable and balanced development development;and (f) assistance to the 12 small island States
among the younger generation. Priority issues included of the Pacific Community and support for entrepreneurial
strengthening of ASEAN awareness, promotion of human initiatives from young people.

resource development and attainment of equitable agg_

s Finally, the first Conference of Youth Ministers of the
sustainable development.

Portuguese-Speaking@ntries was held at Porto, Portugal,

59. The Pan-African Conference on Youth and on3and4Auf@8. The Conference adopted conclusions
Development held its first session at Addis Ababa from 18 and recommendations on strengthening communication and
to 22 March 1996. That meeting was the first such ministerial cooperation among ministers responsible for youth in the
meeting on youth ever organized for all Member States in  Portuguese-speaking countries and on the first session of the
Africa, and it included an African youth forum which brought World Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth.
together representatives of non-governmental youth

organizations and youth-related agencies and organizations

of the United Nations. The meetings were organized by OAUC. Global level

in cooperation with ECA. The OAU Labour and Social

Affairs Commission adopted, at its twenty-first session i63. During the period under review, there were two major
Pretoria on 18 April 1998, an African common fasn for  global youth events to review and appraise as well as to better
the World Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youtpromote the implementation of the World Programme of
That position included the Dakar Declaration, adopted at thetion for Youth: one for Governments (the World
African preparatory meeting for the third session of the Worl@onference of Ministers Responsible for Youth, 8—1igAst

Youth Forum of the United Nations system, held from 23 t$998) and one fonon-governmental youth organizations (the

27 March 1998. It calledinter alia, for an African youth third session of the World Youth Forum of the United Nations
fund, a programme of young African volunteers and asystem, 2—7 Augudit998). The Conference was hosted by the
African charter on youth rights to be approved by the OAWGovernment of Portugal in cooperation with the United
Council of Ministers and ratified by the next OAU AssemblyNations, and the Forum was convened by the United Nations

of Heads of State and Government. in partnership with the Portuguese National Youth Council.

60. The First Baltic Sea Youth Ministers Conference WE{BRIOth the Conference and the Forum were derived from the

held at Visby, Sweden, on 5 and 6 June 1998 and adopted 8r|d Programme of Action for Youth (paras. 123 and 125

plan of action for Baltic Sea cooperation in the youth field tcr)espectlvely), and both served to mobilize the basic

develop among young people a common regionaliieand constituencies or stakeholders of this Programme of Action:

understanding of the common cultural heritage of the region,

10
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government ministers responsible for youth and leaders of 70. The ministers also committed themselves to reviewing
non-governmental youth organizations. the situation of youth and their needs and incorporating young
Eﬂeople’s own assessment of priorities, through their
articipation in a consultative process, and ensuring that
oung women and young men actively contribute to the

65. The World Youth Forum of the United Nations systemgrmylation, implementation and evaluation of national and

7 August1998, in which it recommended the formulation in

all States of youth policies, by the year 2005, which are crosél: The ministers likewise called for the introduction of

sectoral, comprehensive and formulated with long-term visigRéasurable time-bound goals and indicators to allow a
coupled with action plans, taking into consideration th&ommon basis for national evaluation of the implementation

guidelines set forth in the World Programme of Action fonSUCh youth policies and programmes, for exchanges of best
Youth to the Year 2000 and Bewd practices in the formulation, implementation and evaluation

of national youth policy and for action to mainstream national

to be accorded a legal status and backed by legislatiygogrammes.

structures and sufficient resources, and encouraged all dina foll he mini invited all rel
Governments to establish and/or strengthen youth focal po?r%'_ Regar_ Ing follow-up, the ministers invited all re gvgnt
institutions  within the governmental structure. Il.l'”"te‘,j Natlons programmes, funds a}nd the.speC|aI|zed
recommended that such national youth policies be formulatBdeNces and other podles W,'th'n the United Nations system,
through a thorough consultation process between tH'bpartmular the United Nations Development Programme
Government and the national non-governmental you HNDP)' UNFPA, UNICEF, UNESCO, WHO, the

organization platforms as well as other stakeholders in thlg{ernanonal Labour Organ.|zat|.on (ILO), the World Bgnk an_d
process. Intergovernmental organizations and regional financial

institutions to give greater support to national youth policies

as guidelines for monitoring and evaluating the status of the " )

implementation of youth policies by all stakeholders/S- Inadditionto the two global youth meetings, UNESCO
especially by the non-governmental youth organizatio(fpnvened the World Conference on Higher Education in Paris
platforms. It proposed that the United Nations, ifrom 5 to 9 October 1998. The basic objective of the

collaboration with other intergovernmental and non(_:onferencewastoIookatthestate of higher education in the

governmental organizations, identify the best practices GRNtemMpPorary world and to chart a new course for it in the

youth policy formulation and implementation and encourad/€nty-first century. The Conference discussed the content
the adoption of the principles and experiences amoR higher education and the organizational structures used to
Member States of the United Nations deliver such education, and called for a critical assessment

of both the content and organization of higher education as
68. The World Conference of Ministers Responsible fane world moves into a new millennium and an increasingly
Youth adopted, on 12 Augus®98, the Lishon Declaration giopalized society. In that regard, the Conference adopted the
on Youth Policies and Programmes, by which the ministe{gor|d Declaration on Higher Education for the Twenty-First

at appropriate levels, be accorded commitment from the i i
L4 Another important global action on youth was taken by

highest political levels, including the provision of adequat ; i
[ESOUrCEs. the General Conference of ILO in June 1998, when it adopted
o ) ~a comprehensive resolution concerning youth employment.
69. The ministers committed themselves to developing recalled the ILO action programmes on youth
national youth policies and operational programmes, ghemployment and noted the difficulties caused for many
appropriate levels, to implement the World Programme @buntries by structural adjustment programmes fameenic
Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyd, taking into  growth and their potential to provide education, training and
account the national priorities, realities and limitations arisingmployment opportunities for young people. By adopting the
from different socio-economic and cultural developmentsolution, the Conferencinter alia, called upon member
contexts. States and, where appropriate, employers, workers and their

respective organizations to implement a balanced economic

64. The following focuses on what both of those glob
meetings recommended regarding national youth policie§

11
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growth strategy and to consider new and innovative policies 78. As a follow-up to the United Nations Conference on
and programmes to create employment opportunities for Huntdei@ents (Habitat 1), held in Istanbul, Turkey, in
young people. The Conference called upon the Governing June 1996, Youth for Habitat (an international network of
Body of the International Labour Office to instruct the youth and youth organizations) organized a parallel youth
Director-General of ILO when preparing programme and programme during the sixteenth session of the Commission
budget proposals, to make provision for follow-up of the on Human Settlements, held in Nairobi in April and May
action programme on strategies to combat youth 1997,in cooperation with the secretariat of Habitat II. During
marginalization and unemployment with a view to: (a) thatprogramme, athree-year plan of action covering the years
drawing up an international strategy for youth employment; 19979@9 was adopted to guide youth adiizs which

(b) creating a database on youth employment; and (¢) would contribute to the implementation of the Habitat II
disseminating best practice information and research on follow-up. In that regard, the Commission on Human

employment initiatives for youth. BEements at its sixteenth session adopted resolution 16/11,
75. The Adolescent Health and Development Programrﬁ@t'tl,ed “Contributions of youth to the implementation of the
Habitat Agenda”.

of WHO published in May 1997 a brochuretahed “Action
for adolescent health: towards a common agenda” 79. Manyyouth organizations participated in parallel youth
(WHO/FRH/ADH/97.9), which contained recommendations events organized at the special session of the General
from a study group on programming for adolescent health Assembly for the purpose of an overall review and appraisal
convened jointly by WHO, UNFPA and UNICEF. It reviewed ofthe implementation of Agenda 21, held from 23 to 27 June

the scientific evidence regarding the effectiveness of key 1997 at United Nations Headquarters. A message was
interventions for adolescent health, highlighted the essential adopted by thogevermmental youth organizations and

factors and strategies needed to establish, implement and distributed in honour of the session, and a representative of
sustain programmes for adolescent health, developed a one of the organizations spoke at the session. As a follow-up,
common framework for country programming and many non-governmental youth organizations attended the
recommended priority actions to accelerate and strengthen  sixth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development
programming for adolescent health, including the global and (20 April to 1 May 1998) at United Nations Headquarters and
regional support needed for country-level programming. presented the resulsmgf@ng youth project on indicators

76. To prepare for the special session of the Ger]e[tg“monitor Agenda 21 and a new youth project on sustainable

Assembly (New York, 30 June to 2 July 1999) to review th@€Velopmentlearner centres.
implementation of the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Developmefit : ; .
(Cairo, 5-13 September 1994), UNFPA sponsored a senfe\é' Review and appralsal' prObIemS
of youth activities on adolescent health, including a Caribbean addressed

youth summit on adolescent sexual and reproductive health

and rights (Barbados, 5-7 October 1998) and an internationa. National level

youth forum to be held 6 and 7 February 1999 in The Hague.

77. The United Nations International Drug controf0. Despite the progress indicated in the table in paragraph
Programme (UNDCP), in close collaboration with thé 7. the presentreport has indicated that many of the Member
Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse and the Alberta AlcoRéites that have adopted national youth policies have not done
and Drug Abuse Commission, and with the support of t On a cross-sectoral, inter-ministerial or interdepartmental
Governments of Canada, Italy, Sweden and the Unit®@sis. The present report has also revealed at least seven
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Irelanchrvened a Major obstacles to effective government action to implement
Youth Vision Drug Abuse Forum in Banff, Canada, from 14N integrated national youth policy and programme of action:
to 18 April 1998. The meeting bught together (8)inadequate political will to focus on both the problems and
approximately 180 young people from 24 countries arRPtentials of youth; (b) lack of a conceptual framework and
adopted a set of recommendations entitled “The vision frof@llow-up to design, implement and evaluate an integrated
Banff”. That document was subsequently presented to tA@tional youth policy drawing on the various youth-related
Secretary-General and to the special session of the Gené@licies of the sectoral ministries and departments of the
Assembly devoted to countering the world drug problef@tional Government and its provincial and local agencies;

together, held in New York from 8 to 10 June 1998. (c) low budgetary support for the design and delivery of such
policies to the target constituencies; (d) lack of adequate

12
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involvement of all stakeholders (especially youth and youth have beaweted by other regional intergovernmental
organizations) in the process of formulating, implementing organizations and not the United Nations regional
and evaluating integrated national youth policies and commissions.
programmes; (e) insufficient training opportunities for
personnel from the youth-related ministries and departments
of the Government to deal effectively with the needs andC. Global level
aspirations of youth; (f) problems in defining and treating
youth and its subgroups and their varied needs (for statisti@&l. The firstinitiative of the world community to stress the
purposes, children are defined as persons aged 14 and uniieportance of integrated national youth policies and
youth are persons aged 15 to 24 years) and confusing policig@grammes came in 1985 for the United Nations
and programmes for children with those for youth; and (dhternational Youth Year. At that time, there was a wide
lack of systematic national reviews of the situation of youtlpectrum of activity in the United Nation system to gather
(jointly by the governmental and non-governmentalata, undertake research, convene meetings and provide
organizations most concerned and with the possibdelvisory service, on request, to Member States on national
participation of the private sector, which has a socigwouth policies and programmes. Yet, during the subsequent
economic interest in such surveys) and the linkage of thl® years, activity in the United Nations system on national
process to the formulation of a national youth policy. Thgouth policies and programmes declined. One of the most
challenge has been not only to formulate integrated nationalportant losses concerned the post of the United Nations
youth policies, but also to implement them at all levelkterregional Adviser on Youth Policies and Programmes (a
(especially the provincial and local levels) and involving alpost that was redeployed in 1990 after 20 years of existence).
stakeholders in the process (especially youth and youfine of the most important outcomes of the International
organizations). When such initiatives have been taken, théguth Year was the creation of over 100 national committees
have often not been mainstreamed into the overall natiorl the Year, the subsequent strengthening and/or
development process or linked to the provincial and locaktablishment of over 100 national youth policies and
levels; nor have they confronted priority issues for youtprogrammes and the development and growth of ministries
regarding education, employment and health. and departments responsible for national youth policies and
programmes. This momentum led, as described above, to the
convening of meetings of ministers responsible for youth in
B. Regional level all five of the United Nations regions and to the convening of
the first session of the World Conference of Ministers
81. There has been an uneven reaction by the regional Responsible for Youth in 1998.

commissions regarding the follow-up to General Assemb In 1989, the General Assembly initiated a meeting that

resolution 50/81 and Economic and Social Council resolutiQ/\po'uId eventually be called the World Youth Forum of the

1997/55 and the need for more serious cooperation betwel?ﬂited Nations system, and three sessions have been held

the regional commissions and E.he re'e;]’f"‘%t regiongl, e that time (in 1991, 1996 and 1998). A priority is to
intergovernmental youth -organizations, which CONVENG.yqr re|ate the two new global platforms to each other and

regional meetings of youth. mnysters, qnd the regional O both the standard-setting and operational activities of the
governmental youth organizations, which convene reglor@hited Nations system to a follow-up process with the

meetings of youth organizations, to better strengthen t%@gional commissions.

capacities for formulating and implementing integrate

national youth policies and programmes in the context of the

World Programme of Action for Youth. The regional \/ Recommendations for action
commissions were invited to convene biennial meetings to

bring together these regional youth constituencies on a regul -

basis, but only ESCAP and ECLAC have begun to convgenzf" National level

such regional youth meetings in cooperation with United ! )

Nations Headquarters and UNESCO headquarters a%Ad For Governments, the first step is to formulate an

regional offices. Despite that progress, a review of regiondjiegrated national youth policy based on the needs and

intergovernmental action on youth sint@85 (the United 2SPirations of young men and women, as seen by the young

Nations International Youth Year) has revealed that tREOPIE themselves and as surveyed by the local offices of the
existing regional meetings of ministers responsible for youﬁgnous national ministries and departments most concerned

13



A/54/59

with youth. This involves both active youth participation in  implementation and evaluation of national youth polices and
all phases of the process of examining the situation of youth  programmes to implement the World Programme of Action
and the formulation (with quantified and qualified targets) of for Youth.

a national youth policy from the bottom up and not the to Governments as well as the United Nations system

down. The youth policy should be an integral part of thghoulol place more emphasis on preparing and trainingy

national development plang and strategies of each coun men and men and their organizations to participate fully
The role of representative non-governmental Youth 116 national youth policy process

organizations should be recognized in that regard. The yout
related agencies and organizations of the United Nations
system should facilitate this process by increasing support fog . Regional level
such holistic treatment of youth issues by Governments in

cooperat.ion with non-govgrnmental YOUth organizations, agd  pyrsyant to General Assembly resolution 50/81 and
byaSS|st!ng the examination of the situation of yogth and th&.onomic and Social Council resolutioh997/55, the
formulatlon, |mplgmentat|on and evaluation of 'megrate&:gional commissions were invited to convene regional youth
national youth polices and programmes. meetings on a biennial basis, bringing together
85. Countries that have already formulated an integrateepresentatives of regional non-governmental youth
national youth policy and are in the process afrganizations, regional offices of bodies and organizations
implementation, monitoring and evaluation are urged ff the United Nations system and regional intergovernmental
examine how effective the national youth policy has been drganizations concerned with youth to review and discuss
resolving the problems facing young women and men andigsues and trends and to identify proposals for regional and
share these vital experiences with other countries. subregional cooperation related to the implementation of the

86. Interdepartmental cooperation is essential inside ea‘é’ﬁ’rld Programme of Action for Youth. Two regional

Government as well as among the operational agencies goqmissions (ESCAP and ECLAC) convened such regional

organizations of the United Nations system and noyUth meetings in 1998, in cooperation with UNESCO and

governmental youth organizations &ach country. United UNFPA,ft?hprspi\rz fNortt.he thll’dtSGSSIOS Ic;fctge qultd ;(%JX:J
Nations youth theme groups should be set up within tlfeorumo € United Nations system, an assiste

country programmes of UNDP to provide a coordinatiolf the convening of such a regional youth meetind 496 in

forum for United Nations agencies and related organizatioﬁ@nJunCtlon with the first session of the Pan-Afrlca_n
onference on Youth and Development. Such biennial

involved with projects, programmes and other aititbe . . .
targeting youth. Such United Nations youth theme groups, raesglonal youth meetings should be scheduled and held just

set up, for example, in Fiji, Malawi and Peru, have assistepd'% FO ther:e?;ﬁnil mseingsNoft_mmlste_rs responstlble fokr
capacity-building within the respective GovernmentgoU™ !N €ach OTNEIIvVe nited ations regions so as o maxe

Ministry or Department of Youth and national youth Councilgecimmendc??ons to thosz mtergovertnmental mmlsterlatl |
or other non-governmental youth organization coordinati eetings andlo encourage overnments, non-governmenta

bodies. The country representatives of UNFPA, UNICEF a uth organizations, United Nations agencies and other youth-
UNESCO have often been in the lead in a('jvocating a 8Iatedintergovernmenta| organizations to work together to

following up on such initiatives. This process should b llow up on t§u0h| reci)hmmtla_n_danonz, especially th_?_ie
strengthened and shoulaMolve all the operational agenciescomffmmg nlg |0na_dy0tlrJ] ho ('jC'zs an prlqgframtmes;. te
and organizations of the United Nations system, as well as elings could provide the needed regional infrastructure to

relevant governmental, non-governmental youth organizatio gth prepare for a_nd follow up on the World Conference of
and bilateral development agency donor partners in ea isters Responsible for Youth and the World Youth Forum

country. The United Nations information centres shoul@ LTE pL(J)rI]ig;gnl\(ljar;ur(())?esctsgiirti?)?](:naezgg):etgig:d,z:‘t)aukreyk:;[rh
sponsor information programmes to support this nation ' e
youth policy and programme process in cooperation wi an (1999-2002) has been formulated by the Youth Unit to

Governments and non-governmental youth organizations aﬂ”iow up on the global youth events in Portugal with regional

link such activities to the World Programme of Action foryomh action based on the mandates of the Assembly and the

Youth to the Year 2000 and Begd. The United Nations Council (Assembly resolution 50/81, annex, para0, and

Youth Fund should be strengthened and focused on tﬁguncil reSO|l.Jti0I’1997/55z para. 3). Itinvolves cooperating
overall process of capacity-building of Governments and no\ﬁv-'tht_the rtfegmnal (I:ommlssmns. (a?[ :0 C(?[Evene p|e?n|al
governmental youth organizations for the formulatior{nee Ings ofregional hon-governmental youth organizations,
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regional offices of youth-related bodies and organizations of evaluate the Programme of Action: (a) data collection and
the United Nations system and regional intergovernmental dissemination of information; (b) research and policy studies;
organizations to review and appraise the regional (c) planning and coordination; (d) technical cooperation,
implementation of the Programme of Action and to propose training and advisory services; and (e) outreach and
new action; and (b) to provide advisory services, on request, partnership among specialized constituencies. Some
to strengthen the capacity of Member States for integrated initiatives have been taken on all of the above points, which
national youth policies and programmes. deserve serious attention as a follow-up to the World

89. In the context of the World Programme of Action fOICom‘erence of Ministers Responsible for Youth. The annual
Youth, the regional commissions should pay more attemi(l)rﬁter-Age_ncy Meeting on YOUth shou_ld elaborate system—W|de
fooperation on each of those five points to better monitor and

to building youth development networks in each regiorr, ) . .
Qomote the implementation of the Programme of Action. The

aiming to share experiences and resources, monitor e G - E i and Social Affai 4 th
situation of youth in each region and to build solidarity amon X?CUt'Ve ) ommittee on Economic and Socia ars an t N
Inited Nations Development Group should consider linking

organizations working to serve young people. Regional no . 4 onal foll fthe P
governmental youth organizations, in particular the youltll'l1e hormative and operational follow-up of the Programme

coordination platforms, should be strengthened with tf?J Action on a system-wide basis and in the context of the

necessary financial, human and technical resources to allbj\ﬁ'ted Nations Development Assistance Framework.

them to contribute effectively to the youth development 92. For the coming biennium, and as a point of departure

process. for the new millennium, United Nations research and policy
initiatives in the context of the further implementation of the
World Programme of Action could include the following

C. Globallevel issues: the full integration of youth concerns into overall

economic and social policy; the impact of globalization on the

90. The General Assembly, in adopting the Worltives of young people; the linkages between democracy and

Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 angoung people; regional integration and youth development;

Beyond, made recommendations to strengthen five glolmuntry experiences in formulating, implementing, monitoring

mechanisms for implementing this Programme of Action: (@nd evaluating integrated national youth policies; and

the role of the Commission for Social Development iexperiences of training and apprenticeship programmes for

continuing its policy level dialogue on youth for policyyouth employment. The results should be widely disseminated

coordination and periodic monitoring of issues and trends; (Apd discussed at the national, regional and international

regular meetings at the international level, under the aegislefels.

the United Nations, of ministers responsible for youth affair@,3

building on the current regional and interregional conferenc%hth

of ministers responsible for youth affairs in Africa, As'ath_e Youth Unit of the United Nations Secretariat and to

Europe, Latin Amenca and th.e Caribbean and Western Asg’hbmit proposals to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth
(c) annual meetings of the inter-agency group on youth Ussion on ways and means to achieve that goal. The

which all the bodies and agencies of the United Nat'or§Tcretary-General proposes to consider several measures,
t

system concerned and related mtergovernmen% hin existing resources, including the provision of: (a)

orrg];_aﬂltzhatlons can pa:tlt:;]pgte tlo d'SC;JS;_S wa?/tiar;d Means B¥ms of United Nations interns and volunteers (selected on
which they can promote the Implementation otthe Frogram eg:_;eographically balanced basis) to support the work of the

of Action on a coordinated basis; (d) meetings of the Wor outh Unit on a regular basis; (b) interregional and regional

You_th Forum of_the United Nations system t_o contribute tgdvisers: on youth to be funded on an extrabudgetary basis in
the implementation of the Programme of Action through th

identificati d i fioint initiati to further it Eoordination with the regional commissions; and (c)
identification and promotion ofjoint intiatives to further | Sconstituting an advisory body at an appropriate level to

objectives so that they better reflect the interests of youth; aPeQ/iew the application of the terms of reference of the United

(e) the role of the United Nations Youth Fund to support thﬁations Youth Fund and priorities and means of strengthening

implementation of the Programme of Action through p'loﬁicapacities, pursuant to General Assembly resolution 50/81,

actior_1 0 encourage_the partic_ipation of youth in devising athnex para. 139. The advisory body itself would have no
carrying out operational projects. financial implications as the members would be drawn from
91. The General Assembly also made specifidew York-based representatives of permanent missions of
recommendations on five methods to monitor, promote atember States to the United Nations, as well as New York-

The World Conference of Ministers Responsible for
invited the Secretary-General to consider strengthening
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based representatives of non-governmental youth
organizations in consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council. Such iitiatives could greatly strengthen the
work of the United Nations in this field and, in particular, for
the further implementation of the World Programme of Action
for Youth to the Year 2000 and Bexd.

Notes

! The Lisbon Declaration on Youth Policies and Programmes
and the Braga Youth Action Plan had been circulated in
document A/53/378.

For example, the World Programme of Action for Youth to
the Year 2000 and Beyond (para. 10Rgport of the

United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3—14 June 196Q. 1),
Resolutions Adopted by the Confererfcmited Nations
publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8), paras. 25.9 (a—c) and 28.2
(d); Report of the Global Conference on the Sustainable
Development of Small Island Developing Stateaited
Nations publication, Sales No. E.94.1.18), para. R&port

of the International Conference on Population and
Development, Cairo, 5-13 September 1494ited

Nations publication, Sales No. E.95.XI11.18), para. 13.9;
Report of the World Summit for Social Development,
Copenhagen, 6-12 March 199Bnited Nations
publications, Sales No. E.96.1V.8), paras. 60 (d) and 75 (I);
Report of the United Nations Conference on Human
SettlementgHabitat II) (A/CONF.165/14), paras. 118 (l),
120 (a) and 184 (a).

For the text of the Copenhagen Declaration on Social
Development and the Programme of Action of the World
Summit for Social Development, s&eport of the World
Summit for Social Development, Copenhagen, 6—12 March
1995(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.8),
chap. I.

N

w

IS

An international compendium of youth rights has been
prepared by the Youth Unit of the Department of Economic
and Social Affairs to provide an opportunity for young
people to learn about their rights, as recognized by the
United Nations in many commitments, especially the World
Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and
Beyond (General Assembly resolution 50/81, annex,

para. 107 (b), and in honour of the fiftieth anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
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Annex?

Status of implementation of national youth policies,
coordination mechanisms and programmes of action as at July

1998

Afghanistafi ¢
Albania®
Algeria® ¢
Andorrg ¢¢
Angola ¢
Antigua and Barbud
Argenting ¢
Armenid
Australig ¢ ¢
Austrig ¢ ¢
Azerbaijari ¢
Bahamase¢¢
Bahrairt©
Bangladesh*¢
Barbado&¢¢
Belarug®
Belgiunpcd
Belize’ ¢

Benir?

Bhutarf
Bolivia®¢¢
Bosnia and Herzegovifia
Botswan&c¢
Brazil®

Brunei Darussalaht
Bulgarid ©
Burkina Fasb®¢
Burundp¢
Cambodia
Cameroof®
Canad&ac®
Cape Verdee
Central African Republit®¢
Chad¢

Chileped
Chingbcd
Colombi&¢
Comoro$¢
Congad©

Costa Ricac¢
Cote d'lvoiréc
Croatig ¢
Cubé&cd
Cyprugc¢

Czech Repubtied
Democratic People’s
Republic of Kore#t ¢
Democratic Republic of
the Congtr
Denmark
Djiboutt©
Dominic&
Dominican Republt¢
Ecuaddr®
Egypte*
El Salvadbr
Equatorial Guinéa
Eritrea
Estonfd
Ethiopi&°
Fijibcd
Finland¢¢
Francec¢
Gabotr
Gambi&®
Georgia
Germany®
Ghanac¢
Greete
Grenada
Guatemala®
Guinec®
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana
Haitic
Honduras
Hungalty®
Icelan®lcd
Indig ¢
Indonesi ¢
Iran (Islamic Republic dfy¢
Irag
Irelangc¢
Israéfd
Italyc
Jamaick ¢
Japdit?
Jordaltf ¢

Kazakhstan
Kenyz
Kuwdit
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People’s
Democratic Repuislic
Latvia
Lebandn
Lesotht’
Liberif
Libyan Arab Jamahirfya
Liechtenst&if
Lithuadia
Luxembouir
Madagastar
Malawri ¢
Malaysi&°¢
Maldive%®
Matic ¢
Maltz ¢
Marshall Island$®
Mauritariia
Maurititig®
Mexich
Micronesia (Federated
States bfy
Mona&c¢d
Mongolif ¢
Moroc¢cd
Mozambicfifé
Myanmdr
Namibf
Nepal
Netherlangis
New Zealard ¢
Nicaragbi&®
Nigeft®
Nigerix ¢
Norwaf ¢
Omah
Pakistaf¢
Palau
Panafifa
Papua New Guiféa
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Paragual;® Seychellg%? Trinidad and Tobgo
Pericd Sierra Leorté ¢ Tunidig®
Philippineg ¢ Singaporé Turkesq
Poland©¢ Slovaki&®® Turkmenistan
Portugalt©® Sloveni® Ugan#a®
Qataf Solomon Islandg® Ukraihe
Republic of Kore&°® Somalfa United Arab Emiraté$
Republic of Moldov&© South Africkf ¢ United Kingdom of
Romanid®¢ Spaitf ¢ Great Britain and
Russian Federatiéf® Sri Lanfkd Northern Irel4ifd
Rwand4°¢ Sudar United Republic of Tanza&riia
Saint Kitts and Nevi&® Surinarhg® United States of Ametica
Saint Lucid® Swazilantf ¢ Urugu&y
Saint Vincent and the Swed¥f Uzbekistan

Grenadines™ ¢ Syrian Arab Repubilfé¢ Vanutu
Samo4c® Tajikistah Venezuéld
San Marin6 Thailantr ¢ Viet Nahi ¢
Sao Tome and Principe The former Yugoslav Yehten
Saudi Arabié® Republic of Macedorita Yugosldia
Senegal° Togtr Zambia

Zimbabwd ¢

2The data in the present annex have been taken from statements made by government delegates at

the World Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth, held in Lisbon from 8 to 12 August

1998.

® Formulation of national youth policy (cross-sectoral).

¢ Designation of a national youth coordinating mechanism (ministry, department, council,

committee).

4 Implementation of a national youth programme of action (operational, voluntary service).

¢ No data received on national youth policies, coordination mechanisms or programmes of action.



