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The General Assembly

Recallingits resolutions37/234 of 21 [@cemberl982, 38/227 A of 20 Ecemberl983, 41/213 of
19 Decembet 986 and 51/219 of 18daembeil 996,

Having examinethe proposed revisions submitted by the Secretary-Géneral concerning the medium-term
plan for the period 998-200F,

Having considerethe report of the Committee for Programme and @ination on the work of its thirty-
eighth sessiod,

Having consideredlsothe reports of the Secretary-General on the proposed revisions to the Regulations
and Rules Governing Progname Planing, the Programe Aspects of the Wiget, the Monitoring of

1 A/53/6 (Progs. 1-3, 5-8, 13/Rev.1, 14-18, 20, 23 and Corr.1, 24 and Corr.1 and 26-28).

2 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-first Session, Supplemenahibcérrigendum
(A/51/6/Rev.1 and Corr.1).

3 Ibid. Fifty-third Session, Supplement No.(2653/16).
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Implementabn and the Methods of Evaluatibn, priority-setting within the medium-term plan and the
programme performance of thénited Nations for the bienniurh996-1997, as well as the note by the
Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Office of Internal Oversight Services on strengthening the role
of evaluation findings in progname deign, delivery and policy directives,

1. Welcomeshe report of the Committee for Programme and Coordination on the work of its thirty-eighth
sessior?,

2. Notesthe appreciable efforts made at the thirty-eighth session of the Committee to improve the working
methods and procedures of the Committee withidrdraework of its mandate;

3. Reaffirmsthe role of the Committee as the main subsidiary organ of the General Assembly and the
Economic and Social Council for planning, programming and coordination;

4. Takes notef the conclusions and recommendations contained in part one, chapter V, of the report of
the Committee on the work of its thirty-eighth session, and looks forward to thedmiemteibn;

I
MEDIUM-TERM PLAN FOR THE PERIO1998-2001
1. Reaffirmsegulation 4.2 of the Regulations and Rules Governing Programmarigjathe Programme
Aspects of the Budget, the Monitoring of Iraplentabn and the Methods of Evaluation, and rexisehe

Secretary-General to ensure full compliance with this regulation;

2. Adoptsthe proposed revisions to the medium-term plan for the p&8®8—-2001 submitted by the
Secretary-General, as amended by the Committee for Programme aduh&taor®

3. Emphasizethe importance of the consultative process with Member States;

4, Also enphasizesthe importance of the contribution of the sectoral, regional and central
intergovernmental ddies, in particular the Main Committees of the General Assembly, in reviewing and
improving the quality of the medium-term plan and its revisions;

5. Regretghat revisions to some prognenes of the m#ium-term plan for the periat®98-2001 were
not reviewed by the relevant intergovernmental bodies;

4 A/53/133.

®> A/53/134.

® A/53/122 andAdd.1.
" AI53/90.

8 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-third Session, Supplement ¥¢534.6), part one,
chap. Il.B, and part two, chap. IIl.A.
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6. Reiteratedts requesto the Secretary-General to take all appropriate measures, including ad hoc
measures, and to submit proposals, through the Committee for ienogrand Codatination, to the General
Assembly at its fifty-fourth session, so as to enable the Main Committees of the General Assembly, as well as
the sectoral, functional and regional bodies, effectively to review the relevant portions of the medium- term plan
or its revisions, with a view to facilitating their considematby the Committee for Programe and Coalination
and the Fifth Committee;

7. Requestghe Secretary-General to submit a preliminary report, in accordance with the existing
mandates of the General Assembly, on possitskngments for post-conflict rehiibation and reconstruction,
as well as on the transition from relief to development, maintaining the distinct nature of both activities, for
consideration by the relevant Main Committees of the Assembly and intergovernmental bodies;

Il
PRIORITIES

1. Stressedhe importance of priority-setting as an integral part of the planning, programming and
budgeting process;

2. Decideghat priorities shall continue to be established in the medium-term plan, which is the principal
policy directive of the United Nations, and shall guide the allocation of resources in subsequent programme
budgets through thmechanisms pwided for in General Assembly resolutiéh/213;

3. Decides alsdhat priorities contained in the budget outline shall be in conformity with the priorities
in the medium-term plan;

4. Emphasizeshat priorities, once established by the General Assembly, cannot be changed or altered
unless it so decides;

REGULATIONS AND RULES GOVERNING PROGRAMME PLANNING,
THE PROGRAMME ASPECTS OF THE BUDGET, THE MONITORING
OF IMPLEMENTATION AND THE METHODS OF EVALUATION

1. Approveshe conclusions and remmendations of the Committee for Pragrae and Codfinatior?
on the revisions to the Regulations and Rules Governing PnoggdPlaning, the Programe Aspects of the
Budget, the Monitoring of Impmentaibn and the Methods of Evaluation;

2. Requestthe Secretary-General to take the necessary action to prepare revisions to the relevant rules
and to bring them to the attention of the General Assembly through the Committee before prontlilgation;

\Y

9 lbid., part two, para. 52.
10 bid., para. 53.
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NEW NARRATIVES OF THE PROGRAMME BUDGET

Approveshe new programme narratives for section 7AnBmic and sociaffairs" and sean 26, Public
information!? subject to the modifications resmended by the Committee for Programme and @oatiort?
and also to the provisions of the present resolution;

\%
PROGRAMME PERFORMANCE

1. Takes notef the report of the Secretary-General on the programme performance of the United Nations
for the bienniuml996-1997 and the remmendations of the Committee for Pragrae and Coalination
thereon, subject to the provisions below;

2. Notes with concerthe late submission of the programme performance report, and urges the Secretary-
General to submit the report in future to all Member States by the end of the first quarter following completion
of the biennial budget period, in accordance with regulation 6.3 of the Regulations and Rules Governing
Programme Planning, the Programme Aspects of the Budgetamieokihg of Impementaibn and the Methods
of Evaluation;

3. Recallssection Il, mragraph 13, of its refition 50/214 of 23 Bcembed 995, in which it decided
to keep the vacancy rate at 6.4 per cent during the bierd#@6+1997, and in this context expresses its deep
concern at the high vacancy rate and its adverse impact in some areas ofipediwery;

4. Reaffirmsthat the vacancy rate is a tool for budgetary calculations and should not be used to achieve
budgetary savings;

5. Deeply regretghe use of vacant posts for consultancies and short-terainapents during the
biennium1996-1997;

6. Notes with appreciatiothat the United Nations, in particular the regional commissions, provided
development-related advisory and technical support to Member States during the biEd®6+1h997, and
requests the Secretary-General to icarg to extend such services during the current biennium, in accordance
with existing mandates;

7. Reaffirmsthe right of Member States to seek the support and assistance of the United Nations,
individually and collectively, in the regional and subregional context, in their efforts to promote developmental
activities;

8. Emphasizeshe need for greater interaction between the regional commissions and the respective
regional organizations;

11 E/AC.51/1998/6 (Sect. 7A) and Corr.1.
12E/AC.51/1998/6 (Sect. 26).

13 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-third Session, Supplement ¥¢534.6), part one,
paras192 and 208.
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9. Requestshe Secretary-General to ensure that the regional commissions provide technical assistance
to Member States, including through their respective regional organizations;

10. Notesthe efforts made to improve the quality of the programme performance report and to review
performance within the context of the medium-term plan for the p2€i6@-1997, and stresses that in future
reports more emphasis should be placed upon qualitative analysis to reflectraehisvin implementing
programme adtities;

11. Reaffirmsregulation 4.1 of the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations, and reiterates
that resources should be utilized strictly for the purposes approved by the General Assembly;

12. Notes with concerthat some of the findings contained in the proure performance report for the
biennium 1996—-1997 are arghbus and contradictory and that therefore some of the cmmdusemain vague
and general in nature;

13. Also notes with concetthat the programme performance report for the biendi@@6—1997, in some
instances, commented oniaos which did not conform with the resolutions of the General Assembly;

14. Further notes \th concernthat some resources were redeployed to fund activities that had not been
approved in the programme budget for thebiem 1996-1997, Wile a number of mandated prognaes and
activities, particularly in priority areas, weregponed, curtailed or cancelled;

15. Requestthe Secretary-General, in the light of paragraph 57 of the pnogegerformance report for
the bienniuntl996-1997} to report with cleavidence on the impact of the reform of the Organization and
restructuring of the Secretariat on pragnae dévery during the bienniund998-1999 in the context of the
report on the programme performance oflthited Nations for that biennium;

16. Notesthe finding in the programme performance report for thenien 1996—1997 that programme
managers, in accordance with the decisions of the General Assembly and the relevant regulations and rules, have
managed to minimize the adverse effect of financial constraints and achieved high ratesméintgin in
some areas;

17. Recognizethe need for effective systems at the intergovernmental and departmental levels to ensure
that activities correspond to the mandates reflected in tHeimeerm plan and progmame ludgets, as well as
the need to monitor and evaluate the quality of performance;

18. Requestthe Secretary-General to submit proposals for consideration by the Committee for Programme
and Coordination at its thirty-ninth session on ways in which the fulleimghtaibn and the quality of mandated
programmes and aeities could be ensured and could be better assessed by and reported to Member States;

19. Also requestthe Secretary-General to convey the reasons for the furtsigrgpement of the teery
of outputs to the biennium 1998-1999 and theiop of relevant intergovernmental bodies on the proposal by
the Secretary-General to delete fifty-seven outputs carried over from timéubid 994—1995, for consideration
at its current session;

14 A/53/122.
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20. Notesthat the proposals requested in paragraph 50 of the annex to General Assashlilgnres
51/241 of 31 Juh 997 have not been submitted, and, in this context, reiterates its request to the Secretary-
General to enhance the role and participation of all relevant departments, in particular the Office of Programme
Planning, Budget and Accounts, in the @uggion of future progrenme performance reports;

\
EVALUATION

1. Stressethe importance and necessity of further improving evaluation and integrating it into the cycle
of programme planing, budgeting and monitoring with a view to improving and strengthening programme
formulation and immmentaion;

2. Also stressethat the Regulations and Rules Governing Pragra Planing, the Programe Aspects
of the Budget, the Monitoring of Imginentaibn and the Methods of Evaluation provide a sound basis for
effective monitoring and evaluation if ingrhented in all parts of the Organipat

3. Approveghe addition of the programmes aolipy coordination and sustainable development and on
population to the schedule of in-depth evaluations to be submitted to the Committee fommegnad
Coordination at its forty-first session;

4. Endorseghe conclusions and recommendations of the Comriittee  on the in-depth evaluations of the
United Nations International Drug Control Pragrae and th&Jnited Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice Programme and on theririml review of the im@mentaibn of the recoimendations made by the
Committee at its thirty-fifth session on the start-up phase of the evaluation of peacekeeping operations;

5. Decidesto forward to the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Rnogeathe
triennial review of the implementation of the reaoendations made by the Committee at its thirty-fifth session
on the evaluation of the prognane on avironment:’

6. Emphasizethat guidelines on programme monitoring and evaluation should be in conformity with the
Regulations and Rules Governing Prognae Planing, the Progmame Aspects of thellget, the Monitoring
of Implementabn and the Methods of Evaluation;
Vi

OTHER CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE
FOR PROGRAMME AND COORDINATION

15 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-third Session, Supplement (#¢534.6), part one,
paras225-230, 239-241 and 250-253.

16 E/AC.51/1998/2 and Corr.1, E/AC.51/1998/3 and E/AC.51/1998/4 and Corr.1.
17E/AC.51/1998/5 and Corr.1.
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Endorsesthe conclusions and raomendations of the Committee for Pragrae and Codfination®
regarding the annual overview report of the Aulstrative Committee on Coordination fb897° the progress
reports on implementation of the system-wide medium-term plan for thecadvam of womer, 996—200F°
and on the United Niins System-wide Special Initiative for the Implentaibn of the United Nations New
Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 199Ds.

93rd plenary meeting
18 Decembel998

18 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-third Session, Supplement ¥¢534.6), part one,
paras285-288, 301-310 and 323-333.

19E/1998/21.
20 E/CN.6/1998/3.
21 E/AC.51/1998/7.



