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1. The present note complements report TD/B/WG.6/5 on "Trade, environment and
development aspects of establishing and operating eco-labelling ?rogrammes". It
contains a preliminary assessment of the significance, in terms of international
trade, of existing and planned eco-labelling programmes in selected developed
countries. This report has two objectives. Firstly, it provides some indication of

the value of international trade that may be or may become exposed to eco-labelling,
in particular in terms of developing countries’ exports to developed countries, with

a view to help assessing the possible trade effects of eco-labelling on developing
countries. Secondly, it provides an indication of products which are of significant

trade importance to the developing countries as a group and identifies individual
developing countries with a particular export interest in such products, with a view

to support the discussions on transparency as covered in paragraphs 60 to 77 of
report TD/B/WG.6/5.

2. At the outset it should be mentioned that it is difficult to estimate the
incidence of eco-labelling in international trade. The principal reason is that in

order to link eco-labelling with information on international trade flows, there is

a need to identify products covered by eco-labelling programmes in terms of the
Harmonized System (HS) nomenclature. In practice, the description of most products
included in eco-labelling programmes is either broader or narrower than the
classification of products used in the HS. This problem has prevented a complete
analysis of all products included in eco-labelling Programmes..AIthou h the data on
trade flows are subject to imprecisions on account of the difficulties in defining
products in terms of international trade statistics, they nevertheless present a
meaningful indication of the order of magnitude involved. It is to be noted that
product classification problems would appear less significant in the case of a
number of products of special export interest to developing countries, such as
textiles and footwear.

3. It is also important to keep in mind that since traders have the option of
either applying for eco-labels or selling unlabelled products, the trade data .
presented in this note do not provide an indication of the value of actual trade in

eco-labelled products. They only provide an indication of trade in products for
which eco-labelling programmes” exist or are planned, whether or not exporters or
importers have applied for the label. Finally, the data include a number of
important product groups, in particular textiles and footwear, which are not as yet
included in the main eco-labelling programmes, but which have been earmarked for
eco-labelling in the future.

4. The following comments can _be made on individual tables presented in the note
(the relevant paragraphs in report TD/B/WG/6/5 are indicated in brackets):

Table 1: provides an overview of product categories under different

((alcf)—labelllng programmes, as classified by the secretariat

Table 2: estimates the trade coverage of all products included in eco-

labelling programmes in terms of values (US$ millions) and as
a percentage of total imports;

Table 3-5: same as 2, broken down by principal markets (Canada, Nordic
Countries, European Union) and product groups;

Table 6-10: identifies selected —developing country suppliers with a
substantial trade interest in individual products earmarked to
be included in the eco-labelling programme of the European
Union, based on él) the absolute value of their exports of the
product concerned; or (ii) the value of exports of the product
In question as a percentage of the value of total exports to
the European Union (70 to 72);

Table 11: identifies selected industrial consumer products for which
more than 50 per cent of the value of extra-European Union
imports  originate in developlng7 countries and trade flows
exceed 1 million US$ (73 to 77).
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Table 1

Kumber of prodict categories
nwndar different acc-labslling programmes

Product groups Country

Hordics

joum TECMALY LIL
Paczkaging - a ] 1
Cosmetics 3 1 _
Wahicles & parts thereof - 4 - -
Paints. rcoatings & varnishes 3 - ES 1 1 1
Recy=lable/recycled/reusable products 5 2 7 14 7 5
mage of Daper
Fecyciable/recycled/relusable products 2 23 7 -
other than paper
Batteries z - a2 - 1
Bollers and gas burners 1 7 L -
Insulating materlals/producks 2 4 2 -
Water economizing machinery/products 1 - 4 3 1 -
Household egquipment and
cffice appliances 3 2 & 7 i 3
Lubricants/fuels and oils 2 - 3 7 1
Fastwear - - 1 -
Textiles/clothes - - 1 i -
Carpets - - - 1
other S 1 14 12 11 !
Total: 10 5 76 55 27 19

11

36

18

52

[ X
=
[+

Source: URCTAD
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TABLE 2
Developlng sountries' particlipatizn in brade in produsts planned ke be included
or already lrocluded in eco-lakelling programmes

Twporbs of Tutal Share of Inparts of Share ot eco-
cco-labelled imports eoo-labelled aco-laballied labelled products
producks products in producks from Erom developlng
tetal lmports developing corinkries in
ocountriss importy i eoo-
labelled
tmlilion syl amllllon S8 Y] imililion 0S%) products (%
Canada {1592t 1. %12 L3S, 200 1.1V a8 .7 5.k
Recdic 2,432 g9, 000 1.4y x1.5 J.8
Counbr ley
trinland Morway
Sweden) (1390}
FEU (19%2)° 20,754 EXE, 2O 3.6 d,343.0 dd .o
FABLE 2

Ceveloplng countries' particlpation in krade in specitls product categorles
ingluded in eco-labelllny progismoes: CAMADR (19421

HE Heading paacripiian Taotal Tupworl s Share oo
AMparts £rom developlng Major suppliiers
(magan devaloping countries in
countries total 1mperts
[ 754000 ) I %)
1208 Paints and varnishes UsA
1208 134,282 14 - ZrERADY
1210 TLoK.
3301 Soap and detergenta 06,213 1,585 1.2 TSA
34032 L
Germany
392321 Flastlec Lagas £7.437 12,011 2.9 1.1
35923 .2% llong Eong
china
4701 [a1=1.%
47032 wWocd pulp a40, 232 5,111 £.5 south Africa
4703 Brazil
470y
4705
4dul Mews print 16,473 - USA
France
451052 Paper and paperbcard USA
4610, 2 104,143 2,453 o5 France
A810.21 lraly
4BL0_ 29
4BI¥ .40 Clapers td, TL7 £4 0.1 1134
Austria
Hungary
4A19 .11 Fapar bags 11,19 3,255 15.0 USA
4519 .41 ¥oreaiRep . ofl
China
E30G Text.le bage 19,114 15,022 1R.5 Brazil
Haili
China
ES06 rrimary cells and primary £2,556 4,738 - UEM
hacteries Japan
Cermany
E513 Flectric lampy, filamasut, usA
ES 3G fluocreascent and ultra violet 222,451 28,725 131_3 Forea [(Rap.of)
lamps . Japan
E51&_10 Waler healars 12,350 117 0.3 Tsh
LJermany
Italy
3005 .%0 Toner cartridges 116,571 a,7s8 - 4.5 ['sA
JApAT
Germany

Fource: UHUTAL

Fxcluding intra-EU Lrade.



TABLE &

Ueveleping countrias’ particlpation ln trade in specific product categeries included in eco

-labelling programmas:

Hordic ceuntries': [1960]
s Description Total imports Inporks {rom share of
Heading |uEs 400} developling develaoplog HMalcr suppliars
counkries vounlrica in
{US3000) total 1aporis
I %
3208 Paincs and varntshes GRrmAany
1204 127,544 Sweden
30 T.KE
3401 Soap and delergonts anL, uis Dermalk
3402 Sermany
UK.
4701 wWood pult Awaden
4702 184, 602 9. 744 £.3 Horway
4703 Finiand
4704
aros
401 Hews print 4,210 - Denmark
Finland
Swidan
4810.11 rapar and paperboard Finland
4R10.12 00,137 swedan
4810.21 GeEEmany
4810.29
4517.18 Envelopse 1%,.070 Hwzdel
Donmark
Finland
4818 .10 Tollaet paper, tlssue and Swerdrn
4818 .20 towels o5, HES 403 0.4 Finland
ex . Yugosiavia
Book newspaper, picfures other and (Jermany
49 products 158,221 - LK.
Denmark
#407. 11 Marine engine fapan
R8407.20 t7E 426 - USA
B40B.10 Finland
B4l6 Furnace burners Germany
24,393 74 0.3 K.
Pranmarh
B422 11 Greépmany
R422.19 Dishwashers HE R - Swedei
Taty
#506 Primary cells and primary batteries Rekgium
65,818 L4534 2.3 {remnany
Japan
R513 Electric, filament, ulira viglet and Hong Kong
BS3Y fluorescent lamps 11,3581 51590 ET) Germany
USA
oY1 Phoiocopying machines Japan
012 194 906 3762 1.9 Metherlapds
200921 UK
9009.22
9009 90 Tonet cartridges 101,300 e 0¥ t15A, Japan
UK

Source: UNCTAD

! Finland, Norway and Sweden,

ineluding trade anong thesse countries.




TABLE S

Developing countres’ participation in trade in specific product categori¢s planned o be included or already included in ecp-iabelling programmes:

Evropean Union' (1992)

tIS leading Descoipiion Tatal imputs [enports from Share of Majar suppliers
[ USS 300 ) developing developing
COuRiTies COALntries i tidal
imports
i USS 0003 i %)
1208 Paints and vamishes Swikeerland
19 2001 68 3282 il Sweden
2o URA
KRl Shampon 41,777 B33 ay [SRE.Y
sywizerland
Austra
330330 Hair lacquers 6,45} 432 LY 1154
Switzerland
Augtna
302 Nelergents 352,354 5,926 1.7 Switzerland
1J5A Sweden
4701, 4702, Wood pulp LisA
4703, 4704, 3,522.6M 512,89 92 Sweden
4705 Canads
441011 Copying 0d Wwriting paper Finland
410,12 {paper & papetboard] 2R 2341 a1 Swoden
4312.21 AUSINE
4510.29
451810 Toilet paper, tissue & lowels Sweden
481820 1,787 1,847 IR Austria
Finland
510940 T-shints af corton or other texiile Turkey
6109.90 materials knimed or crocheed 1,450,406 1,566,422 846 Hoag Kong
India
6205.20 Men's & women's shins of cotton & Heong Kong
820530 man-made fibres 3540066 2,836,333 0.1 ladia
&206. 30 Bangladesh
66 A0
£302.19 Bed linen, of cotton of other textile
6302.2] tnaterints S82.84% 460,291 TR Pakislan
B302.31 Turkey
630232 ladia
6401, 6402 Fontwear hina
&403, 4404, 5112,7M 1813 586 Tdb Koea (Rep. of]
64038 Indonesia
2427 11 Dishweashers Sweden
RA7Z 19 57H38 4il 0.7 Swilzerland
USA
8450.11 Washing machines Sweden
45012 126,659 541 04 L15A
8450.19 ex Yugoslavia
8450.70
8513 Lamps 023745 214,656 Ha BN
#8539 China, Japan

Saurce: INCTAD

" Fruluding intra-EVS trade
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EU/ECO-LABELLING PROGRAMME
T-Shirts (H.S. 6109.10 - 6109.90 )
( 1992-Thousand US$ )

Suppliers Exports ! ?hare in Share (%) 2 Rank *
total
EU imports 2
Turkey 21.3 4.6 7
395,055
Hong Kong 7.5 1.8 16
139,072
India 6.3 1.8 15
117,279
Bangladesh 6.2 11.9 3
115,949
Mauritius 5.4 9.3 4
100,772
Maldives 5 0.2 18.7 1
4,569
Source: UNCTAD
TABLE 7
EU/ECO-LABELLING PROGRAMME
Shirts (H.S. 6205.20-6205.30-6206.30-6206.40)
( 1992-Thousand US$ )
Suppliers Exports ! ?hare in Share (%) 3 Rank 4
total
EU imports 2
Hong Kong 613,048 17.3 8.0 6
India 452,808 12.7 7.2 7
Bangladesh 294,110 8.3 30.3 2
Turkey 264,979 7.4 3.1 17
Poland 223,319 6.3 2.4 19
Cambodia 10,936 0.3 31.2 1

Source: UNCTAD

! EU imports originating in the exporting country for the specific product.

2 Share in EU imports originating in the exporting country for the specific product.

% Share of exports for the specific product over total exports to the EU originating in the exporting country.

4 Ranks of share as defined in 3.

® Country selected because of rank.
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TABLE 8

EU/ECO LABELLING PROGRAMME
FOOTWEAR ( H.S. 6401-6402-6403-6404-6405 )
(1992-Thousand US$ )

Suppliers Exports* Share in total Share (%) Rank*
EU imports?
China 936,984 18.3 4.3 6
Rep. of Korea 814,470 15.9 8.5 2
Indonesia 490,135 9.5 8.7 1
Thailand 419,541 8.2 5.7 4
Taiwan, 348,319 6.8 25 15
Prov. of China
Austria 287,419 5.6 0.9 30
Brazil 281,138 5.5 2.4 17
USA 168,005 3.2 0.1 55
Czechoslovakia 141,578 2.7 1.9 20
Hungary 135,263 2.6 2.6 14

Source: UNCTAD
TABLE 9
EU/ECO LABELLING PROGRAMME

Bed Linen ( H.S. 6302.10-6302.21-6302.31-6302.32 )
(1992-Thousand US$ )

Suppliers Exports® Share in total Share (%) Rank 4
EU imports®
Pakistan 124,478 225 6.0 1
Turkey 105,962 191 1.2 3
India 73,508 13.3 1.1 5
Thailand 27,893 5.0 0.3 11
China ( P.R.) 24,994 45 0.1 31

Source: UNCTAD

! EU imports originating in the exporting country for the specific product.
2 Share in EU imports originating in the exporting country for the specific product.
% Share of exports for the specific product over total exports to the EU originating in the exporting country.

4 Ranks of share as defined in 3.
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TABLE 10

EU/ECO-LABELLING PROGRAMME
Tissue paper ( H.S. 4818.10-4818.20)
(1992-Thousand US$ )

Suppliers Exports* Share in total Share (%) Rank*
EU imports?
Sweden 68,446 33.9 0.2 3
Austria 39,683 19.6 0.1 7
Finland 26,173 12.9 0.1 5
Slovenia 17,054 8.4 0.8 1
Switzerland 17,030 8.4 0.0 12

Source: UNCTAD

! EU imports originating in the exporting country for the specific product.
2 Share in EU imports originating in the exporting country for the specific product.
% Share of exports for the specific product over total exports to the EU originating in the exporting country.

4 Ranks of share as defined in 3.
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TABLE 11

Major developing country suppliers to the EU
for some industrial consumer products
(1992-thousand US3%)

HS Heading

Description

Total
imports

Developing

Import
Share (%)

Main
Suppliers

4202.11
4202.12
4202.19

Trunks, suitcases of
leather plastic or other materials

505,284

430,048

85.1

China
Taiwan, Prov. of China
Korea, Republic of

4202.21
4202.22
4202.29
4202.31
4202.32
4202.39

Handbags and articles carried in|
pocket or handbag of leather or
plastic

746,110

691,663

92.7

China
India
Thailand

5701.10
5701.90
5702.10
5702.20
5702.31
5702.32
5702.39
5702.41
5702.42
5702.49
5702.51
5702.59
5702.91
5702.99
5703.10

Carpets and other textile floor
coverings

1,516,347

1,235,133

814

Iran, Islamic Republic
India
China

6103.32
6103.33
6103.39
6104.32
6104.33
6104.39
6203.31
6203.32
6203.39
6204.32
6204.33
6204.39

Men’s or boys’ women'’s or
girls’ jackets and blazers

1,337,902

922,644

68.9

China
Turkey
Poland

! Industrial Consumer Products were defined according to the broad, economic
categories listed in the SITC Document, Series M, No. 53, Rev.2, page 10.

2 Exports: more than 1 milion US$; market share: more than 50%.
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HS Heading Description Total Developing Import Main
imports Share (%) Suppliers
6302.40 Toilet linen and kitchen linen 650,518 507,868 78.0 China
6302.51 Brazil
6302.52 Turkey
6302.53
6302.59
6302.60
6302.91
6401.99 Footwear 4,758,444 3,783,294 79.5 China
6402.19 Korea, Rep. of
6402.20 Indonesia
6402.91
6402.99
6403.11
6403.19
6403.51
6403.91
6403.99
6404.11
6404.19
6404.20
6405.10
6405.20
6405.90
7323.91 Table kitchen or other householg 465,606 330,008 70.8 China
7323.92 articles of iron or steel Korea, Rep. of
7323.93 Taiwan, Prov. of China
7323.94
7323.99
8452.10 Sewing machines 238,304 136,254 57.1 Taiwan, Prov. of China,
Brazil
China
8516.40 Electric irons 128,290 110,370 86.0 Singapore
China
Taiwan, Prov. of China
8516.50 Microwave ovens 503,111 324,007 64.4 Korea, Rep. of
Thailand
China
8527.11 Radio and television receivers 5,514,533 3,809,899 69.0 China
8527.19 Malaysia
8527.21 Korea, Rep. of
8527.31
8528.32
8528.10
8528.20
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HS Heading

Description

Total
imports

Developing

Import
Share (%)

Main
Suppliers

9102.12
9102.29
9103.10
9105.11
9105.19
9105.21
9105.29
9105.91
9105.99

Watch, clocks, alarm clocks

515,089

359,917

69.8

China
Taiwan, Prov. of China
Hong Kong

9503.41
9503.49
9503.50
9503.60
9503.60
9503.70
9503.80
9503.90

Toys

2,303,655

2,120,775

92.0

China
Thailand
Taiwan, Prof. of China

Source: UNCTAD




