UNITED

NATIONS TD

United Nations

Conference Distr.

on Trade and e
Development 26 E/egrO{\JAarlglEg/nggl

Original : ENGLISH

TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD
Commi ssion on Trade in Goods and Services,
and Commpdities

Expert Meeting on Trade in the Agricultural Sector
Ceneva, 26-28 April 1999
Item 2 of the provisional agenda

PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA AND ANNOTATI ONS

I. Provisional agenda

El ection of officers

Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of work

Anal ysis of the problems and prospects for expanding the agricultura
exports of devel oping countries, taking into account tl opportunities and
chal l enges arising fromthe inplenentation of the Uruguay Round Agreenent
on Agriculture

| ssues at stake from the developnent perspective in the upconm g
agricultural negotiations

Adopti on of the outcone of the Meeting

GE. 99- 50617



TD/B/COM.1/EM.8/1

page 2
1. Annotations to the provisional agenda
ltem 1: Election of officers
1. It is reconmended that the Expert Meeting el ect a Chairperson and a Vice-

Chai r per son- cum Rapport eur.

ltem 2: Adoption of the agenda and organi zation of work

2. The provisional agenda for the Expert Meeting on Trade in the Agricultural
Sector is reproduced in section | above. The provisional schedule of neeting
for the three days is attached to this document.

3. As decided by the Commission on Trade in Goods and Services, auw
Commodities, at its third session (28 Septenber - 2 October 1998), this neeting
of experts is convened to examine trade in the agricultural sector, with a view
to expandi ng the agricultural exports of developing countries, and to assisting
them in better understanding the issues at stake in the upcom ng agriculturh
negotiations. In line with the mandate, the neeting will have two substantie
segnents. The first will be devoted to an analysis of he problens and prospects
for expanding the agricultural exports of developing countries, taking inb
account the opportunities and challenges arising from the inplenmentation th
Uruguay Round Agreenent on Agriculture. The second willfocus on the devel opnent
di mensi on of the issues at stake in the upcom ng agricultural negotiations. It
is suggested that the Meeting be organized in a manner that will permt té
di scussion to be supported by concrete exanples from devel oping countries
Accordingly, it is recommended that presentations by country experts, relevah

i nternational organizations and representatives of civil society (e.g. NG»

i nclude relevant devel oping country experiences relating to the issues beig
addressed (see below, Inputs from Experts).

ltem 3: Anal ysis of the problens and prospects for expanding theagricultura
exports  of devel oping countries, t aki ng into account t e
opportunities and challenges arising fromthe inplenentation of the
Uruguay Round Agreenent on Agriculture

4, Under this item the Meeting will identify and assess the mmjor factos
affecting the agricultural trade of devel oping countries taking into account the
opportuni ties and challenges arising fromthe inplenent&ion of the WO Agr eenent
on Agriculture. The discussion will take into account the diverse agricultura
situations of developing countries and the broad range of their concerns
i ncludi ng those of countries acceding to the WO

ltem 4: | ssues at stake from the devel opnent perspective in the upconi ik
agricultural negotiations

5. Agai nst the background of the cliberations under item 3, the Meeting will
exam ne, under this item the issues at stake in the upom ng negotiations, their
i mplications for devel oping countries and what, fromthedevel opnent perspective,
could be elenents of a positive agenda for devel opi ng countri es.
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TD/ B/ COM 1/ EM 8/ 2 Examining trade in the agricultural sector, with a view
to expandi ng the agricultural exports of the devel oping
countries, and to assisting thenin better understandi ng
the issues at stake in the wupcomng agricultura
negoti ati ons

ltem 5: Adoption of the outcone of the Meeting

6. The Expert Meeting will adopt its reconmendati ons/findi ngs/conclusions at
the end of the Meeting. The final report will be conpiled under the authoriy
of the Chairperson after the conclusion of the Meeting.

I nputs from Experts

Menber States, or experts nom natedby them are encouraged to submt brief
papers in advance of the neeting to the UNCTAD secretariat on specific county
experiences relating to the subject nmatter being addressed byt he Meeting. Papers
could cover country-specific: (a) problenms and concerns relating to agricultural
production and trade; (b) experiences relating to the inplenmentation of th
Uruguay Round Agreenment on Agriculture, including exanples of specific problem
and difficu ties encountered, as well as issues of concern to countries acceding
to WIO, and (c) interests and concerns relating to the upcoming nultilaterh
negoti ati ons on agricul ture. Country papers will be nade available to othe
partici pants at the neeting in the formand | anguage in which they are received.
Menmber countries are requested to kindly subnmt the papers by 31 March 1999 to

Di vision on International Trade in Goods and Services, and Commpdities
UNCTAD

Pal ai s des Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerl and

tel: +41 22 907 56 86

fax: +41 22 907 02 47

E-mai | : harnon.thomas@nct ad. org
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SCHEDULE OF THE MEETI NG

Day 1 (26 April 1999) Day 2 (27 April 1999) Day 3 (28 April 1999)
(10 aam- 1 p.m) (10 aam- 1 p.m) (10 aam- 1 p.m)
Pl enary Informals (conti nued) Informals (conti nued)

Openi ng st at enent

ltem 1:
El ection of officers

Item 2:

Adopti on of the agenda
and the organization of
the neeting

| nf ormal s

[tem 3:

Anal ysis of the problens
and prospects for
expandi ng the

agricul tural exports of
devel opi ng countri es,
taking into account the
opportunities and
chal l enges arising from
the inplenentation of the
Uruguay Round Agreenent
on Agriculture

Item 3:
(conti nued)

Item 4:

I ssues at stake fromthe
devel opnent perspective
in the upcom ng
agricultural negotiations

Item 4:
(conti nued)

(3 ppm- 6p.m )

Informal s (conti nued)

Item 3:
(conti nued)

(3 pm- 6p.m )

Informal s (conti nued)

Item 4:
(conti nued)

(3 pm- 6p.m )

Pl enary (cl osing)

Adopti on of outcone




