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 Subject: New travel regulations for foreign nationals entering Japan 
 
 

1. The Secretariat has received from the Permanent Mission of Japan to the 
United Nations a note verbale dated 19 November 2007 in which it informs the 
Secretariat of amendments in Japan’s Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition 
Act, effective 20 November 2007.  

2. The amendments in articles 1, 2 and 6 of Japan’s Immigration Control and 
Refugee Recognition Act provide that foreign nationals who enter Japan are 
required to provide fingerprints and a facial photograph at immigration control entry 
points. 

3. United Nations officials travelling to Japan on official duty are exempt from 
the requirement to provide personal identification information provided they present 
a valid United Nations laissez-passer with a valid visa, or if the official is a national 
of a country with visa exemption arrangements listed in the annex to the note 
verbale from the Permanent Mission of Japan, a valid national passport and a valid 
United Nations laissez-passer.  

4. Family members of United Nations officials are also exempt from the 
requirement to provide personal identification provided they present a valid United 
Nations family certificate together with their national passport and a valid visa, if 
required.  

5. The text of the note verbale is set out in the annex to the present circular. 

 
 

 * The present circular will be in effect until further notice. 
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Annex 
 

  Note verbale dated 19 November 2007 from the Permanent Mission 
of Japan to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 
 
 

 The Permanent Mission of Japan to the United Nations presents its 
compliments to the Secretariat of the United Nations and, with reference to the 
former’s note verbale No. SC/07/559 dated 16 October 2007, has the honour to 
inform the latter of the following. 

 As regards the landing permission in Japan for United Nations officers, 
heretofore, if a United Nations officer presented a valid passport issued by one of 
the countries mentioned in the annex to this note that have visa exemption 
arrangements with Japan, the officer did not need to obtain a visa. If such United 
Nations officer was presenting a valid United Nations laissez-passer only, the officer 
was required to obtain a valid visa in advance in the United Nations laissez-passer. 
A United Nations officer presenting a valid passport issued by a country other than 
those mentioned in enclosure 1 to the present note verbale that does not have visa 
exemption arrangements with Japan was required to obtain a valid visa in advance 
in the passport or in a valid United Nations laissez-passer. 

 The immigration law of Japan was amended for the purpose of establishing a 
framework of preventive measures against acts of terrorism, illegal overstay and 
other violations, and the new law requires foreign nationals to provide personal 
identification information (i.e., fingerprints and a facial photograph) before they can 
be granted landing permission, from 20 November 2007. A United Nations officer 
travelling to Japan on official duty, however, is exempted from the obligation to 
provide personal identification information by presenting a valid United Nations 
laissez-passer and meeting the necessary requirements mentioned above, as 
heretofore. An immediate family member (spouse and/or eligible children) of a 
United Nations officer who presents a valid United Nations family certificate 
together with his or her national passport at the time of landing inspection in Japan 
will be exempted from the obligation to provide personal identification information. 

 If there is a need for further information, such as regarding cases other than 
those mentioned above or other circumstances, the Permanent Mission of Japan will 
be pleased to respond promptly. The text of articles 1, 2 and 6 of the revised 
Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act (Act No. 319 of 1951) (see 
enclosure 2) is provided for reference. 

 The Permanent Mission of Japan has further the honour to request the 
Secretariat to circulate the aforementioned information throughout the United 
Nations system and among its affiliated organizations. 
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Enclosure 1 
 

  Countries having visa exemption arrangements with Japan 
 
 

  Asian/Pacific region 
 

 Australia, Brunei, Lao People’s Democratic Republic (except for an ordinary 
and official passport), Malaysia, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, Singapore, 
Thailand (except for an ordinary passport), Viet Nam (except for an ordinary 
passport) 
 

  North America region 
 

 Canada, United States of America (except for a diplomatic and official 
passport) 
 

  Central/South America region 
 

 Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican 
Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Suriname, Uruguay 
 

  European region 
 

 Andorra, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, 
Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Macedonia, Malta, Monaco, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania (except for an ordinary passport), 
San Marino, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Vatican City State (except for an ordinary and 
official passport) 
 

  Middle East/Africa region 
 

 Iran (Islamic Republic of), Israel, Turkey, Lesotho, Mauritius, Morocco 
(except for an ordinary passport), Tunisia 
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Enclosure 2 
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