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NOTE DATED 5 DECENEER 1951 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UUITED STLTES
T0 THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TRANSMITTING THE TEIRTY-FIRST REEQGRT OF THE
UNITED WATIONS COMMAND OPERATIONS IN KOREA IN ACCORDANCE WITE THE
SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION CF 7 JULY 1951 (S/1588)

Peris, December 5, 1951

The Representstive of the Unlted Statez to the United Wations present his
compliments to the Secretary Genersl of the United Natione and has the honour to
refer to Paragraph 6 of the Kesolution of the Security Council of dJuly 7, 1950,
requesting the United States to provide the Security Council with reports, a8
appropriate, on the course of action taken under the United Hetions Command.

In complisnce with this Resolution there is enclosed herewith, for
¢irculation to the members of phe Security Couacil, the Thirty-first Report of
the United Netions Command Operations in Korea for the period October 1 through
October 15, 1951,
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REPORT OF THE UNTTED NATIONS COMMAND OPERATIONS
IM FORDA FOR THE PERIOD 1 - 15 CCTOBER 1951
(Report No. 31)

I herewith submit Roport Number 31 of the United Nations Command Operétione
in Korsd for.the psriod 1-15 Cctober, inclusive., United Nations Command
Communiques numbers 1038-1052, inulusive provide dutail“d accounts of thcse .
opsrations. -

Although no meutings of the, dulegatlons took place during this periloed,
some progress was made, through meetings of lieigon officers, in c¢etablighing
proper conditions for a rosumption of negotiations. On 3 Octobsr 1951,

Generals Eim I1 Sung and Peng Teh~huai rsplied to my letter of 27 S: ptember 51
which proposed Songhyon-Ni es e conferencs gite. Their reply insisted that
Kassong, in Communist hild territory, be kept as the conference gite. 1 replied
on 4 October 1951 rejscting Kassong and requesting the Communist conmanders to
propoge a sits bstwesn the battls lines. On 7 October 51, G;neralé Xim énd Peng
replied propoaing Pan Mun Jom as a conference site and further proposing a
rectengulsr neutral zone to include Kaesong and Munsan. Tiaison officers mst

at Pan Mun Jom on ths 10th, 11th, 12th, and.lhthlof Octobsr. At the clomse of the
paribd full agrzement betwesn liaison officers on the conditions for rssuming

the confercnce had not b:ien reachzd, but substantial progruss had been mades.

On 12 October 51, an unfortunats incident occurred. Invegtigation has
established beyond reasonable doubt that United Nevions Command jet alreraft mads
two ground strafing attacks {they dropped no bombs) in the Kassong arsa about
1730 hours on thz afternoon of 12 October 51, the same aircraft making both
attacks. On 1% October 91 in a lottsr to Gonerals Kim I1 Sung and Peng Teh-huai,
I stated that these attacks had besn made in violation of United Nations Command
standirg 1nstructions which spscifically direct all unlts and pilots to avold
attack or overflight of the Xaesong area, that beyond reasonable doudt United
Nations jct airecraft hed medes thc attacks, and that the Unlited Netions Command,
therzfore, acc¢pﬁei rcaponsibility., The United Nations Coumand will continue to
make every <ffort to prevent any recurrence of incidents which violated
previously mads agrecments.

The snsmy attitude continved essentlally defensive throughout the period as
Unitsd Netions forcse applicd heavy pressurc on varioue parts of the front in
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strong local attacks. Although hostile forces offeresd dstsrmined rssisgtance

and thelr front 1linc elcments wers heavily gu)ported by ertillery and mortar
Pire, they falled t5 prevent limited United Natlions galns in several ssctors.
Unlted Nations forass continued vigorous reconnalssance and combat patrolling,
but mogt vatrols were promptly Intercepted by hostile screening forces. A
Chiness Communist army relieved a North Korean corps in the Odong ssctor,
extending the Chinsse Communist zone of responsibility into the area zast of the
Pukhan River. Otherwige thers wera no significent changes in enemy dispositions.
Front lines at the ¢lose of the psriod ran northeast from Munsan to Chunggang,
thsnes eastward’to Sohui, and northesst to ths vicinity of Poheng.

On the wastern front, United Nations forces initiated strong limited
objective attacks on the twenty mils front from Kigong to Orijong. In the
Kigong sector, the enemy resisted with grsat dstermination from‘3 to 9 QOetober
but made no decisive attempts to recover lost ground thereafter. In thie actlon,
the Unitsd Nations line advanced three to four milés westward to the immedliate
vicinlty of Kigong. Fighting for high ground to the gouth and cast of Orijong A
began on 1 October and continued to twelve days. The enemy bitterly contested
svery United Nations advence and mounted repeated counterattacks, some of which '
were temporarily successful. ’

During thege operations e number of United Netlons Command units
distingulshed themselves in action against the enemy.

The 15th Infantry of the 3rd Infantry Division in an attack characterized by
aggressiveness and superb coordination captured the key hill 487 on 29 September
1. The capturs of hill 487 afforded an excellsnt wedge into encmy defenges
along line Jamestown, objective of opsrations COMMANDO. On 3 October, in
cocrdination with the lst Cavalry Division on its left, the 15th Infantry attacked
west along the ridge rumning west from hill 487 to hill 477, The enemy
tensciously defended this ridge lins from well prepered bunkers and omplacements,
and only through a very aggressive attack with excesllent coordination of all
supporting units wag the 15th Infantry able to wrest this key position from the
enemy and inflict heavy losses on the Communist forces.

" The key terrain to line Jamestown in the right portion of the lst Cavalry
Divigion zone wes the hill mass dominated by hills 313, 347, and %18, In the
left of the zone, ths critical terraln was hill 346, the ridgs extending
northeast therefrom and hill 287 on the north of the ridgs. The Tth Cavalry with
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tho Oresk Betitalicn sttached and the Fth Cavalry with the Thailend Bettalion
estachsd sharsd oguslly in tho succoss of the operation. The cupturs of hills
313, 347, ard 417 wes & combinsd effort of elemenis of the Tih and &th Cavaelry
Bogim.nte and ths Gresx Datialica which took hill 313. The cnemy fought
sturtorniy in -hig zrza =nd launched girong counterattacks, Ths bitter and
Gstzrminsd ratsio fouaght by our troors rsultsd not cnly in ths capturs of ths
N

cnery casualtisg.

Tha lg% Comveonwsalil Divislon weds ite meln effort on the right against hills
the eneny defanse and the characteristics of tus

hig dsfengs was much the sams as that found in the
let Cevaliry Division zons.  Soms of the heaviset artiliery and mortar fire so far
smploy2d by the ensmy wes received by the attack slement, and the enemy leunched
vicious and fenatical conterattacke in an offort to halt the drive. Despite the
gil out sfforts of the enemy the attack was successfully prsseed and complstely

Azfeatad th2 wneuy, inflicting heavy casualtise and foreing the withdrawal of his

The naturs of ths senemy defenss sncountered in the above operation indicated
that he rlannsd to held his pegition et all cogts. Bunksrs varying in sizs from
no

very exall to lerge enough to hold approximately a hundred men were rsduced. Ths

Ariillasry posiﬁione wors found in caves dug into the sides of hills, In spite of

arationg, the persistent =fforte in conducting ths attackd on:
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D Day by elements of ths Britvish, Cavalry, end 3Srd Divisions succesded in forclng
the enemy to give up rie extremely well propared pogitions. Bsfors yielding to
ths atteck, th: cnemy locst 2500 ccunted killsd, an additional 500 setimeted killed,
2C,000 zgtimated wounded, and L27 prisonsrs of war to ths combined air, artillery
ené infentry wsepons of the att acr ng troovs. Much of ths fighting, rarticularly,
nzar th:e tops of hills and ridges, was st grenade rang: and baycnet point.

Ths aggraesivensas, fortitude, cutstanding lsedsrghip, and sxcellent
coerdirasisn with whick thess units conductzd this opsration brought sbout ths
serly gucesea of ths attack and rssultsd in advaneing the United Netions lins in
thagse zones from t:ire: te four milss. The seizing of the assigned objectivs
avsiuse of approech which had besen suctessfully

wast and dsnices =2 him the uss of important assembly
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.0n the thirty mile cuntral front from Chunggang to the Pukhan River, action
wap confinsd ¢o vatrolling end local probing during mbdst of the »sriod. On
12 Cetobzr, Unit.d Wations forcss attackced on a teon mile front scuth of Haso and
Chiktong and mado modorate initial gains against variable resistancse. Although
the snemy ls belisved to have disposed ons of his densest masses of artillery
bechind this sectsr, the bulk of his dsfensive fires were directed agalnst United
Nations &rtillery nositlons. Hithsrto, nsarly all hostile artillsry fire has
been dirscted egaingt attacking infantry troops. ’

The most intense action of the psriod took ﬁlaée on a twanty mlle ssctor of
ths sagtarn front immedliatsly to the osast of the'Pukham River. Fighting wes
virtually continuous in & pltter contest for high ground to the south of Amdong -~
end Tupo. In one instance, United Natlons forceg fought for six days, from
6 through 11 Octobsr, to teke a hill in the Amdong area; end slsewhers
substantial encmy forces counterattacked repeatedly to retake dominating heighte.
Towerd the snd of the period, however, the hostile defenses showsd signs of
weeskoning, end Unitsd Nevions forses on the Amdong-Tupo front succesded in
pushing ons to thres miles northward. ‘

Although ths enemy retains the capability of reverting to the offensive at
any time of his choosing, his attitude at the ciose of the peridd was
predominantly defsnsive. It is apparsnt thet he is prepared for continusd
hostilities in that hes has issusd winter uniforms.and has continued teo maintain a-
high level in troop strength, traeining of rsegerves and replacements. He has
continued to replacs logses in combat units and has continued the pericdic roliefl
of exheusted units on the front, Ths gtsedy volwre of heavy traffic in the
hostils rear indicates a strong effort to maintain high levels of supplies in
forwverd arcas. The preponderence of hogtile ressrves is atill dlsposed In rear
of the western front. _

During the firat two wesks of Octobsr, United Netions nﬁval units bowmbarded
snemy coastal positicns and traffic arteries along the Korsan seaboard from the
front linss fazr to the north. On the west comst gun positiong within thirty miles
of the mouth ¢f ths Yaiu wers shelled by e British destroyer, while twenty miles
up the Hen River New Zsaland and Australian frigetes continucd to pound ensmy
concentrations. On the cast coast, swrfacs shlps methodically hemmered bridges
and reil and highwey junctions from Kcsong north to Chongjin. Surface striking .
foress ateemsd into Hungnam harbor to dsiiver the haaviestAéctucks on that
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Communist port slnce United Natione forces wsre withdrawn last Decsmber. Ths
slsge of Wongen was continuzd and & British task group struck tho Kojo srsa. 1In
gpite of incrsasling rsturn fire from <nemy coast qrtiilery, no major cagualtisg
or damege to shipe was recslivsd from this source although the Unlted States
Degtroyer Earnsst G. Small vas damaged and suffsred twenty-ssven casuvalties when
she gtruck & mine. An snemy jet strafing and bombing attack on the Destroyer
Twining resulted in no damags, but was noteble as the first air attack on a naval
wnit in many months,

Carrier aircraft including Australlian Sea Furiss and Firefllcee, Marinq
Corsairg, Skyraidorsg, and Banghes and Panther Jets concsntrated ths majority of
theilr attacks on inland trénsportatipn routes and equipment, inflicting heavy
losses on the enemy and smashing bridgss, tunnsls, warshouscs, and marshalling
yerds with bombs and rockets. Close alr support night-hecklor miasions and
attacks on troop ccntres in the mounteinous interior filled out ths schedules of
the carrisr forces.

" Shore bassd Merine alrcraft dsvoted their major effort to cloase alr support
but elgo carried out such veried migelons as interdiction, night flare drops, and
laying telsphons linss from helicopters. Night and day operations were launched
to add steadlly to lengtheqing enemy cagualty lists.

Assisted by helicopter spotting the smaller naval surface uniis continusd
chack mine sweoping snd interception orf thu occusion:l ecnomy smell craft thoat
attsmptsd To pemetrate the United Netions blockads. Although frequently
subjectsd to heavy fire, they carrizsd out dozens of useful tasks close in to the
snemy beachss. Patrcl boats and helicopters on several occasions gallantly
rescued pilots shot dcwn in hostile territory and surrounded by the enemy. A number
of flozting mines clong both cousts of North Korea were detsctcd and sunk.

United Netions land tased alrcraft undsr the dirvsction of the Far Fast Air
Forces increased slightly thesir rate of alr activity during the current period.
Primary cmphasis wags placed on close support of the ground forces in theilr new
offengives and on the current interdiction progromme which his ‘besn in progress for
over s month. Additional air opsrations includesd airlift, counter air,
reconnaispance, flars and leaflet drops and other specialized missicns, Alrcraft
and crswe from South Africe, Theiland, Australia, Grsece and th: Republic of Korea,
as well as the United States Air Force and the United States Marine Corps
participated.
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Close elr support was rendered to the United Nations ground units in contsct
with the enemy by an averags of geventy-five fighter aireraft a day. During
daylight hours fighter bombers used napalm, rockets, bombs, and machine gun fire
to neutralize targets designated by ground and airborne tactical air control
parties. At night, targets adjacent to the front lines were attacked by light
and medium bombers, thus permitting the enemy no respite. These attacks naterially
reduced the enemy's resistance to friendly advances.

The 1nterdiction‘program, degigned to reduce to & minimum the forwerd flow of
enemy supplies, continued as a highlight of Korean alr activities and waes cerried
out on a round the clock basis. Hundreds of fighter bombers and light and medium
bombers Joined in the program by attacking supply dumps, marshalling yards, vehicle
parks, bottle-necked traffic, and rall and higﬁway bridges, as well as rall lineg,
rolling stock, and vehicles. The effectivensss of the program is indicated by the
enemy's strenucus efforts to prevent the complete disruption of hisg
trangportetion networks. Specific indications are the redeployment of
anti-aircraft defenses to key communications facilities, = shift in the pattesrn and
route cf nlght truck traffic, cannibalizetion of rail lines, and heavy
redeployuent and commitment of labor forces to the affectsd areas.

Counter-air operations contlnued throughout the period with medium bombers
atriking North Korsan alrfields daily. Combat gir patrols over northwestern
Korea resulted in the destruction end damage of many enemy aircraft and permitted
the medium bombers and fighisr tombers to operate with relative freedom although
the versatile fignter bombers on occagion were required to release thelr bombe
prematurely in order to counter attacks by enemy Jets. Additicnal defense was
provided United Nations bombers by fighters which mede flek suppression strikes
againgt antl-alrcraft inatallations in the vicinity of the objective areas.

Aerial ccmbat accounted for the destruction cr damage of over thirty-five
MIG-15 aircraft. Ground fire from enemy troops and serial combat resulted in the
loss or damage of approximately twenty-five United Nations aircraft. Thas prompt
and officient action of air rescue personnel resulted in the saving of many crews
from capture by the enemy. ’

Combat cargo aircraft 1ifted over 35,000 personnel, evacuated 4,5C0 sick end.
wounded personnel, and moved 4,500 tons of freight and supplies.

Pursuant to the Geneva Convention Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of
War, a continuously expanding program of intellsctuel, recreational3 and.
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vocaticnel cppertunities ig teing provided prisoners of war by the United Hations
Comrmand .  Thousends of illiterates are learning to read and write thelr own
language. Through the media of radic brosdcests end motion plecturss, increasing
nurbers of prisoners ars: learning something of the outside world. IEntertaincent
is furnished not only ty radio 9rogramg and wovieg, but also in the form of plays
and progrems written and produced by the prisoners themselves. Therc is
increasing intereat in vocational training and in the production of items to
improve camp facilitizs., The construction of sermanent type winter housing has
employed a large number of prisoners, both siilled and unskilled. Other large
gcals vecaticnal projects are under way.

Since the beginninz of the Xoreen operation and the break cut from the Pusan
perimeter, much has besn accomplighed in the public health and welfare field for
the civilien population of Korea. Extensive medical facilities have been
developed for not only the destitute but also for the use of the gensral
population.

At the pregent time there are 93 hospitels énd 343 dispensaries operating
under the direction of United Natlons Civil Assistence Command. The current
average load ig 8516 in-patients and 22,790 out-patients.

The new figecal year 1952 immunization progrem will commence shortly and
ghipment of smallpox end typhue vaccines to Korea will begin 15 October 1851.

Member nations and voluntary relief agsncies have made generous
contributions during ths past year. However, additional suoplies are needed to

meet comining winter condltlions.




