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LETTER DATED 26 MAY 1997 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATI VE OF
| RAQ TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY- GENERAL

On instructions frommy CGovernnent, | have the honour to transmt to you
herewith a letter dated 25 May 1997 addressed to you by
M. Mhamred Said Al -Sahaf, Mnister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Irag. The letter concerns the fact that the United States of America has placed
on hold a nunber of contracts for the inportation of medicines in accordance
with the procedures set forth in Security Council resolution 986 (1995) and has
done so on the pretext that the contracts in question would include free nedica
sanpl es, ignoring the fact that the inclusion of such sanples in contracts for
nedicines is a standard commercial practice in all countries of the world.

| should be grateful if you would have the present letter and its annex
circul ated as a document of the Security Council.

(Signed) N zar HAMDOON
Per manent Representative
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Annex

Letter dated 25 May 1997 fromthe Mnister for Foreign
Affairs of Iraq addressed to the Secretary-Genera

The representative of the United States of America in the Security Counci
Conmittee established by resolution 661 (1990) has placed on hold the contracts
for the supply of pharnmaceutical s nunbered 252, 253, 391, 428, 429 and 553 and
has done so on the pretext that they would include free merchandi se or free
medi cal sanples. The use of this pretext only confirnms, once again, that the
United States of Anerica is pursuing a policy, which has become evident to one
and all, of inpeding the snmooth inplenmentation of the Menorandum of
Under st andi ng and bl ocking the contracts of sale submtted by various foreign
conpanies to the secretariat of the 661 Committee in order to ensure the
provi sion of basic supplies to Iragq.

The inclusion of free nerchandi se and nedi cal sanples in contracts for
nedicines is a standard commercial practice in all countries of the world.
Phar naceuti cal conpanies distribute themto physicians in order to introduce
their products and to provide information on a particular medication and on its
ingredients and uses as well as other details of a scientific nature that are
useful in the treatnment of patients. There is no doctor's office in the world,
not even in the United States, that is wthout nedical sanples of this kind, and
the doctor usually gives themto his patients free of charge

The question of free merchandi se and free nedi cal sanples has been
di scussed by those concerned in the Iraqi Mnistry of Health, the nonitoring
units of the Ofice of the Coordinator of the Inter-Agency Humanitarian
Programe and the observers of the Wrld Health O ganization (WHO, and
agreenment has been reached on a fornula for their distribution. The sane
principles are to be used as those on the basis of which nmedicines inported
under the purchase and distribution plan are distributed to all governorates of
Irag, including the three northern governorates, while taking account of the
popul ati on and nunmber of doctors in each governorate. The sane principles of
nonitoring and observation will be applied to free nerchandi se and nedi ca
sanpl es as are applied to other nedicines.

In his sunmary presentation to the Security Council on 22 May 1997,
M. Yasushi Akashi, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, referred
to the disgraceful state of the hospitals he visited, without prior arrangenent,
i n Baghdad and Mosul during his visit tolraq from3 to 9 May 1997.
M. Nakajima, Director-Ceneral of WHO, in a statenent issued after his visit to
Irag, also said that the country's health systemwas on the verge of collapse
These facts have not been enough to persuade the representative of the United
States of Anerica to desist fromusing irresponsible nmethods to prevent
t housands of sick children, older persons and wonmen from obtai ning the nedicines
they need to alleviate the suffering brought on by the di seases they have
contracted as a result of the maintenance of the unjust enbargo against Iraq,
whi ch has taken on a political and biased character and which has the goal of
underm ning the national political reginme in Iraq.
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| request that you intervene personally, as is required of you in
accordance with your responsibilities under the Charter and the provisions of

resol ution 986 (1995), so that an expeditious solution to this humanitarian
i ssue may be found.

| should be grateful if you would have this letter circul ated as a docunment
of the Security Counci l

(Signed) Mohamed Sai d AL- SAHAF
M nister for Foreign Affairs



