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For President of Security Council:

I have the honcur to present & detailed report on the situation in
the Southern Negev further to my previous preliminary reports dated
10 and 13 March {documents S/1285 and S/1286). This report sets forth
all the Tacts that could be ascertained in regard to the situation In
this ares as the result of an intensive investigation by United Nations
Otservers of the Truce Supervision Organization urdertaken since
7 March 1549. (A1l MR are to survey of Palestine 1:250,000, Scuth Sheet.)

Since 1 March, the Head of the Transjordsn deiegation in Rhodes has
submitted to me a mmber of complaints of incidents in the region of the
Gulf of Agaba as follows: on 25 and 26 February, forces approaching
from the Egyptien border, 35 kilcmetres Northwsst of Agaba town attempted
to cross lines occupied by Transjorden forces North of Ageba. On
25 Febxuar,y'; it vms alleged that an Egyptien police Sergeant savw 7 Israell
vehicles inside the Egyptian frontier in Sinai coming South from the
direetion of El Auja (MR 066 032) and croseing into Palestine mear Kuntilla
(4R 113 934). This force was alleged to have spent the night of
25-26 February at Bir Melhen (MR 143 916). On 26 February, three vehicles
of the patrol encountered an Areb Legion patrol but withdrew by Huniek
(ME 147 ¢40). On 3 March, it was reported by the Arab Legion from Aqaba
trat an Israeli Buster sircraft passed over EL Ghamr (MR 170 S91) in
Transjordan territory. On 7 () March, Transjordan authorities compleined
that "Military operations against the Arab Legion in Vadi Araba continue,
Israell forzes attacking Arab Legion forces with tenks snd exmourad cars”.
In a note dated 28 February end deliverei to me at Fhodes on 2 March,
the Transjordan Minister of Defence proteated "most strongly at this
Jewlish attenpt to schieve a fait accompli, Just at the moment when the
Trancjordarn delegation 1s leaving for Fhodes”,

In an sdditionel note submitted to me on 15 March sumsarizing their
point of view, the Transjorden authorities clafmed to have been in
occupation of Kumub (MR 156 CLB) and Ain Hasb (ME L7k 02h) between
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12 June 1548 and 5 November 1548, and that Israell Forces occupied these
two places on 8 November 1948, On 1 December 1948 the Isrselis, according
to Transjorden authorities, advanced Southverds and Arab Legicn forces fell
Jack to pesitions Forth of Wadi Masalle (M= 170 006). later the Isreelis
withdrew to Ain Hasb and Arab Legion forces occupied Ain El Weiba

(MR 167 OCi) and K1 Ghamr. Ii was also claimed that on 7 March Transjordan
forces were in occupation of posts at Bir Tbn Ode (MR 140 170) and Idei

(MR 125 667) and that on thet date Israelil forces edvanced in two columns,
one pvassing 1 kilometre West of Bir Ibn Ode and the other down the main
txack to El Ghamr, from which the Transjordsn forces withdrew. On 8 Merch,
a skirgish was alleged to have taken place near Ain El Weniba, one Amb
legion arpoured car being knocked out by an Israeli tank. On 9 March

an Israeli force was said to be 8 miles inside the Transjordan border.

The Transjordan note alsc alleged that on the ssme evening, an Israeli-
colwmn reached Pas En Negeb {MR 137 890) and attacked the Arab Legion
there. .

As stated in my earlier reports to the Security Council, these
complaints were referred by me to the Israeli authorities for their
comments. On 10 March, I received a reply from Dr. Eytan on behalf of
the Government of Israel stating that Isreell land and air forces were
novhere operating outside the dorders of Israel, and thet they had not
crossed snd did not intend to cross the Trensjorden fyontier at any point.
This statement complained that Transjordan forces had crossed the frontier
inlo Palestine in this area and that this constituted an unjustified
invasion of Israeli territory, which was a serious embarrassment to the
present negotiations. I was requested by this message to sutmit to the
Government of Transjordan the strong protsst of the Government of Israsl
against this action of Transjordan forces.

These complaints end the situation in the Southern Negev were fully
Investigated between 7 and 18 March by United Nations Military Observers
whose numbers in the area were temporarily increased, and by a senior
civilian memper of the Secretariat who went to the area as my perscnal
representative. On 17 and 18 March, General Riley, Chief of Staff of the
Truce Supervision Organization algc visited the area. The following
facts have been established from this investigation:

1. Since 8 March 1940 Isrmeli military forces at considerable

more than normal patrol strength have moved into the area bstween

the Dead Sea and the Gulf of Aqaba in Pslestine, end have taken

up poeitions at several pointe which they had not previcusly ocoupled.
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2. There hos never Deen anytaing in the nature of & military line

in this area. It appears that Arab forces in smell strength have

recently patrolled in parts cf the area, a.s have swall Ismmeli patrols,

in violation of the Truce in both cases.

3. The main movement of Isrsell troops has been down the road in

the Wadi Arxaba which road runs for its whole length inside Paleatlne

but close to the Palsgtine Trancjordan frontier.

L. The complaint that Iswaell trcops crossed the Transjordan border

courdd not be verified. On 18 Merch, the Senior United Naticns Observer

at Amman reporited that no Isrmeli post existed at that time on the

Trenslordan side of Wadi Araba.

5. The report that one body of Isreeli troops entered Umm Reshresh

(MR 145 885) by 2 road from the Egyptian side of the frontier could

not be verified. No complaint of such movement has been received from

Egrptlan authorities though it has been established by the Obgervers

that an Israeli force reached Umm Reshresh by way of Fes En Negeb on

the Egyptian frentier. The Egyptian-Israeli Genernl Ammistice Agreement

defines the westemn half of this area, i.e. west of a line running

midway between the Egyptian and Trensjordan frontlers, at the westerm

front, in which only Israeli defensive forces, based on the

settlements ; #Ay be maintalned. The Eastern half of this area, or

the Eastermn front, pending the conclusion of an Ammistice Agreement

with Transjordan, remains fully subject to the existing Truce.

6. To fighting has taken place betwe¢n the Transjordan and Isrzeli

forces in the Southern Negev. Arab Legion forces retired from

Al Ghamy to Gharandal (MR 169 Sbilt) in Wadl Arsbe as the Israeli

forces advenced southwards. A small Arab legion force which had

entered Umm Reshresh on 3 March hed left on 9 March end Israeli forces

arrived there the following day. )

7. By 15 March Israell forces had established a series of points on

the Palestine side of the border in Wadi Araba from the Dead Sea to the

Gulf of Agsba. About 200 men with several halftrack vehicles were

encemped at Umm Reshresh on 16 March., Isrmeli posts of about ome

platoon strength have been established at the following points as of

17 March: MR 185 OL9; at Ein E1 Weiba (MR 167 004); at Road Junction

(MR 167 992); at MR 166 972; et MR 163 958; at MR 165 Sh7. A

Horthern sector command post of about 200 Isrmelis and 50 vehicles

vas established at MR 169 028. There was a concentrstion of two tanks,

8ix half-tracks and ten to fifteen heavy trucks south of the police

station at MR 154 921. On 7 March, there was en Isrmeli outpost of
Jone platoon



cne platoon strongith with one hali ‘ci'ack 3 xilowcires southeast of

Fas Ea Negeb.

Otservers also reported that on 13 March British forces at Agaba
were reinforced by forces put ashore fyom an LST,

Cn 18 March, the Chief of Staff of the Truce Supervision Organization,
efter visiting the Aqebs area,, reporisd that no teusion existed thers and
that no incidents were likely other than the pcssibility of patrol clashes
along the Transjoran frontier.

I% is clear on the evidence svailable to me as a result of the
investigation by United Nations Cbservers since 7 March thet Isreeli forces
have eflectively occupied this area since that date. Previcus to 7 March
Trensjordan forces had lightly petrolled at least perts of the area and it
1s conterded by Trensjoidan sources that they had waintained fixed poaitions
at Grarandal, Bir Qattar (MR 137 890) Aln E) Weinba and Melina (MR 162 G6B).
IS has not been possible to verify on the tasis of a check by United Hations
Observers when such positions were established by Transjordan forces,
but 1t is established that no Transj)ordan foites are now on the Palestine
side of the frontier in this erea. No fighting ever having teXen place
in that area before end ro gignificant forces of either side ha‘;rj.ng teen
concentrated there, it had not been necessary to place it under close
obesrvation por to define any truce lines.

I am quite convinced thet any positlons other than at Agata,
established In this arem either by Trunsjordan or Israsli forces have all
been established since the existing Truce came into effect om 18 July 1948,
with the 3csalble exception of Transjorden positiens at Ain Babd and Kurnub R
and have, therefore, been established contraxy ¢ the terms of that
Truce. Similarly, patrolling activity and reinforcement of
pre-Truce forces on either side of the frontier in this sector are in
conflict with Truce conditions which have been accepted oy both sides.

(Signed) Relph Bunche
Acting Medistor




