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COMITE 5' QUESTIONS JURIDIQUES
Procf~s.Verbal des Seances

No. 7
Tuesday, 11 December, 1945

SEVENTH MEETING

.
Held 011· Monday, 10 December, 1945, at 2.30 p.m.

Chairman: BADAWI Pasha (Egypt).

1. Piscussion on section 4, chapter V of the Report
by the Executive Committee. Registration and
publication of treaties and international agree~
ments

Mr. KOROVIN (Soviet Union), the Chairman of
the subcommittee whicl1 had been studying the
question of registration and publication of treaties
and international agreements , introduced the
recommendation (PC/LEGj30) by the subcom­
mittee, which contained certain modifications of
the recommendation by the Executive Committee.

A short discussion took place concerning the
possible political effect of the invitation of the
General Assembly to non-members of the United
Nations to send, on their own initiative, treaties
and international agreements for registration with,
and publication by, the Secretariat.

It was explained that it was unlikely that any
political construction would be put upon the
im'itat1on. The sole purpose of this general
invitation would be to make available in con­
venient form to the Members ofthe United Nations
as many intemational engagements as possible.

Decision : The Committee adopted unanimouslY
the Draft Recommendation concerning the regis­
tration and publication of treaties and inter­
natioml agreements (PC/LEG/30).

2. Discussion on the report pi the subcommittee on
privileges and immllfiities (POjLEG/33 and
PCjLEG/34)

Mr. BECKETT (United Kingdom), the Ch~ir­
mfll1 of the subcommittee which had been studymg
the question of immunities ~l1d privil.eges, reported
OIl the work of the subcomnllttee, whIch had drawn
up a draft recommendation together with a draft
convention for submission to the General Assembly.

He and Mr. BOURQUIN (Belgiu~n).h.ad been
asked to attend the meetings of. the JUrIdIcal s,:b­
committee of Committee 8 WhICh was studymg
this question from the point of view of the seat
of the Organization.

Committee 5 should, he thought, keep i.n touch
with the Committee which was draftmg the
Agenda for the General As~embly since the con­
vention required much detailed study 01; the part
of the Members and, in some cases .specIal leglsla-

. tion, and it would therefore ?e adVlsable that .the
convention should be dealt wIth as late as pOSSIble
in the first part of the First Session of the General
Assembly.
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SEPTIEME SEANCE

Tenue le lundi 10 decembre 1945 Lt 14 h.3D.

President,' BADAWI Pacha (Egypte).

1. Discussion de la section 4, chapitre V dn Rapport'
du Comite Executif: Enresistrement et pub­
lication des traites et accords internationaux

M. KOROVIN (Union Sovietique), President du
sous-comite qui a ete charge d'etudier la question
de 1'enregistren'Jent et de la publication des traites
et accords internationaux presente la recommanda­
Hon (PC/LEG/30) du sous-comite, qui comporte
un certain nombre de modifications a la recom­
mandation du Comite Executif.

Une breve discussion a lieu sur l'effet que
pourrait avoir,du point de vue politique,l'invitation
envoyee aux etats non Membres par l'Assemblee
Generale, pourleur demander de communiquer, de
leur propre initiative, aux fins d'enrcgistrement et
de publication par le Secretariat, les traites et
accords internationaux auxqllels ils seraient parties.

Il est peu probable, declare-t-on, que 1'on attache
un caractere politique a1'invitation, cellc-ci ayant
uniquement pour objet de mettre ,1. la disposition
des Membres des Nations Unies, sous llnc forme
commode, le plus grand nombrc possible cl'engage­
ments internationaux.

Decision: Le Comite adopte a l'ullanimite le
projet de recommandation concernant l'enregistre­
ment et la publication des traites et accords inter­
nationaux (PC/LEG/3D).

2. Discussion du rapport du sous-comite sur les
. privileges et itpnlunites (PC/LEG/33 et PO/
LEGj34)

M. BECKETT (Royaume-Uni), President clll
sous-comite qui a etudie la question des immunites
et privileges, fait un expose sur les. travallX du
sous-comite: ccllui-ci a elabore un proJet de recom­
mandation ainsi qu'un projet de convention a
soumettre a l'Assemblee Generale.

Il declare que M. BOUH.QUIN (Belgique~ et
lui-meme ont ete invites it assister aux reUllIons
d'un sous-comite juridique du Comite 8,. qui a
etudie la question du poin~ .de vue d.u, sIege ~e
l'Organisation. A son aVIS, .le, Comlt,e ~evra~t
rester en contact aveC le Comlte charge cl etabhr
l'ordre du jour de l'Assemblee Generale, car la
convention exige, de la part des Membr?s, ~ne
etude detaillee et, dans certains cas, une 1~b'1s1atlOn
speciale: il y aurait done inte~et a exammer c~tte
convention le plus tard poss:bl~ au. cours d? la
premiere partie de la premIere sesSIOn de 1As­
sembIee Generale.

--------



A general discussion took place on the basis of
the documents submitted by the subcommittee
(PCjLEGj33 and 34-) during which some Delegates
indicated that they considered it more advisable
to concentrate on the material contained in the
Study, which is printed on page 69 of the Report,
than to submit a draft convention to the General
Assembly. A convention was an extremely diffi­
cult document to draft and required much time
and detailed study. It could be submitted,as
material, to the General Assembly for its con­
sideration together with the Study.

The CHAIRMAN stated that Delegates could
give their views on the various problems in dis­
cussionon the Articles in the draft convention at
the llext meeting. A draft convention in reality
was a series of recommendations; it was therefore
possible to adopt some of the Articles and not
others. It was likewise feasible to submit to the
General Assembly as working material even
recommendations (Articles) which had been ap­
proved by a majority, without obtaining the votes
of two-thirds of the members present and voting.

With this end in view, the Chairman invited the
Delegates to submit their remarks on the various
Articles at the next meeting.

.
The meeting rose at 4.40 p.m.

Une discussion generale s'ensuit, sur la base des
documents soumi~ par le sou~-comite (~C/LEG/33
et 34). Un certam nombre de deIegatlOns jugellt
preferable de n'Mucner que la note figurant a. la
page 69 du Rapport au lieu de soumettre cl
l'AssembIee Generale un projet de convention. La
redaction de toute convention presente de grandes
dif:ficultes et exige du temps et une etude detaillee.
On pourrait presenter a l'Assemblee Generale, a
titre de documentation, un projet en meme temps
que la note fignrant dans le Rapport.

Le PRESIDENT declare que les delegations pour­
rant exposerleurpoint de vue alaprochaine seanceau
cours de la discussion sur les articles du projet de
convention. Il ajoute qu'un projet de convention
ne represente en fait qu'une serie de reeomman­
dations; on pent done adopter certains articles sans
adopter l'ensemble. Dc meme, il est possible de
soumettre a. l'AssembIee Generale, en tant que
document de travail, des recommandations (c'est­
a-dire des articles) qui auraient ete. approuvees a
la majorite des voix, sans pourtant recueillir les
voix des deux tiers des membres presents etvotant.

En consequence, le President invite les delegiIes "­
presenter leurs observations sur les divers articles,
a la prochaine seance.

La seance est levee a. 16 hAO.
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