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Annex |
[ENGLISH ONLY]

Reporting under other relevant conventions, agencies and bodies'
A. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

1. Following completion of the trial period for inventory reporting and review, annual
review of individual inventories of each Annex | Party became mandatory in 2003 (decision
19/CP.8). The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
inventory review guidelines, adopted in 1999 (decision 6/CP.5) and revised in 2002 (decision
19/CP.8) » ensure that the reviews are conducted consistently in a technically sound manner.
Annua review ensures that adequate consideration is given to recalculations and emission
trends over time.

2.  The review of greenhouse gases (GHG) inventories comprises three stages. Each stage
complements the previous one, and ensures that the process as a whole provides a thorough and
technical assessment of the inventory and of conformity with the UNFCCC and
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) guidelines. Each stage of the review is
finalized with areview report which is published on the UNFCCC secretariat website.

(@ Initial check : immediate quality assurance check to verify that the inventory
submission is complete and in the correct format. The result is a status report whose main
purpose is to provide a brief check of completeness of the inventory submission, mainly based
on the Common Reporting Format (CRF).

(b) Synthesis and assessment : Part | compiles and compares basic inventory
information, such as emission trends, activity data and implied emission factors, across Parties
and over time. Part 11 provides a‘preliminary assessment’ of the inventory of individual Parties.
The identification of potential problems in this assessment is an important input to the
individual review stage.

(© Individual review : international teams of sectoral inventory experts examine
the data, methodologies and procedures used in preparing the national inventory. Reviews are
conducted as a centralized review, where 5-8 inventories are reviewed by an expert review

! \nformation provided in this annex is reproduced as it appears in official documentation of the body concerned,

including those documents published on their websites, with no formal editing by the secretariat.
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team (ERT) convened at the secretariat, a desk review, where 3-5 inventories are reviewed by
experts based in their home countries, or an in-country review, where a single inventory is
reviewed by an ERT in the Party under review. This is the most important and detailed review

stage.

3. Theannua inventory review process requires the participation of over 120 skilled experts
per year. Members of ERTSs are selected by the secretariat from experts nominated by Parties.
The secretariat selects experts to ensure coverage of all inventory sectors, and to achieve an
overal balance in the participation of experts from Annex | and non-Annex | Parties, as well as
geographical balance among them. Two lead reviewers, one each from an Annex | and a
non-Annex | Party, guide the work of the teams.

4. Participation of experts nominated by Parties helps to ensure that the review results are
objective, credible and recognized by Parties. In addition, it helps build inventory capacity
across all Parties. Reviewed Parties receive technical feedback from other experts that enables
them to further improve their inventories. And experts who participate in reviews gan
knowledge of inventory practices of other countries, which they can take home and apply to
their own inventories.

5. As of 2004, all members of ERTs participating in the technical review of GHG
inventories must sign an agreement for expert review services. The agreement specifies the
responsibilities, expected time commitment, and appropriate conduct for ERT members, in
particular with respect to the protection of confidential inventory information, as determined by
the Conference of the Parties (COP). Any new ERT members must also successfully complete
training on how to perform areview.

6. Under the UNFCCC review guidelines (FCCC/CP/2002/8) > expert teams for review of
GHG inventories are to be led by two experts with substantial inventory review experience. For
each team, one lead reviewer isto be from anon-Annex | Party, and one from an Annex | Party.
These lead reviewers have a specia role in guiding the review teams to ensure the quality,
consistency and objectivity of the reviews. Recognizing the specia role of lead reviewers, the
COP requested the secretariat to organize meetings of lead reviewers to promote a common
approach by ERTs to methodological and procedural issues encountered in the inventory
reviews, and to make recommendations to the secretariat on ways to further improve the
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effectiveness and efficiency of the inventory reviews. The secretariat has conducted four
meetings of inventory lead reviewers.

B. Convention on Biological Diversity

7. Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) have adopted a Strategic Plan
for implementation by 2010 aiming at a significant reduction in the rate of biodiversity loss at
the global, national and regional level, as a contribution to poverty aleviation and to the benefit
of all life on earth. National reporting is seen as an important opportunity to assess progress
made towards the 2010 targets defined in the Strategic Plan for implementation.

8. Guidelines for previous reporting (in the form of a questionnaire) have been abandoned
since they were deemed less helpful for review and decision-making processes under the
Convention, focusing too narrowly on COP decisions addressed to Parties rather than providing
acomplete picture of national implementation.

9. Current guidelines were prepared according to guidance provided by the first meeting of
the Working Group on Review of Implementation (WGRI recommendation 1/9, Annex II,
endorsed by COP 8 initsdecision V111/14).

10. Information contained in national reports follows three major chapters i.e. status, trends
and threats (chapter 1) » implementing National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans
(NBSAPs) (chapter 11) and mainstreaming biodiversity (chapter I11). Chapter IV of reports
draws upon the information in the first three chapters of the report to analyse how national
actions to implement the Convention are contributing to the achievement of the 2010 targets
and relevant goals and targets of the Strategic Plan.

11. Throughout the report, Parties are requested to emphasize, where possible, the following
types of information :

(@ Outcomes and impacts of actions or measures taken to implement the
Convention

(b) Success stories and case studies, if any

(© Major obstacles encountered in implementation

(d) Actions that need to be taken to enhance implementation.
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12. In addition, Parties are encouraged to complement narrative reporting with any tables,
figures or graphics that might help to support or to communicate better the information presented.
Length of reportsis expected to be at least 40 and no more than 100 pages, including appendices.

13. Supporting tools are developed to assist Parties in preparing their fourth national reports,
including a guide, an online support facility and a sample report.

14. Parties are encouraged to use indicators in their national report, including those devel oped
at the national and global levels. Biodiversity indicators are important tools for monitoring the
status and trends of biodiversity at various levels. They serve as communication tools to
summarize data on complex biodiversity issues and can be used to signal key issues that need to
be addressed through policy and management interventions.

C. Ramsar Convention on Wetlands

15. The format for the preparation of National Reports to the Ninth Conference of the Partiesto
Ramsar (COP9) in 2005 was prepared in the light of the experience of Parties in using the COP3
National Report Format and the experience of the Ramsar Bureau in handling the information
submitted by Parties in their reports to COPS.

16. Theformat is intended to mirror the structure of the Strategic Plan 2003—2008 and follows
Resolution VI1I1.26 on “The Implementation of the Strategic Plan 2003-2008 during the
triennium 2003—2005 and National Reports format for Ramsar COP9”.

17. Other actions called for by Parties in the COP8 Resolutions are also included when they are
applicable to Contracting Parties. The format has been designed and prepared to be used as an
electronic tool (i.e. not in hard copy). Explanatory notes are provided.

18. Reports follow a structured questionnaire approach, using the reporting and planning
framework provided by the Ramsar Bureau. In addition, a separate appendices/site supplement
document has been created to give further detail in answer to some of the questions.

19. In 2005 efforts were also made to enhance collaboration between the Ramsar Convention
and the CBD, particularly when looking at the common interest in targets and indicators.
Practica mechanisms for better harmonizing implementation and reporting between the two
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Conventions were made which lead the way in the much requested and expected harmonization
between multilateral environmental agreements (MEAS).

20. Members of the Scientific and Technical Review Panel (STRP) and the Ramsar secretariat
have contributed to the development of the proposed CBD indicators for assessing achievement
of the 2010 biodiversity target, through participation in the Montreal expert group meeting.

21. Inarelated exercise, Ramsar Parties have requested the STRP to develop a set of indicators
for “assessing the effectiveness of the implementation of the Convention”. The STRP has
focused on identifying a set of ecological “outcome-oriented” indicators designed to complement
the largely “process-oriented” indicators embodied in National Reports from Parties.

22. Datafor some of these indicators will be collected at site level and then aggregated, but for
others will be handled and presented at the river basin, biogeographic region or global scales.
The Panel has also recognized the value of starting with qualitative, questionnaire-based methods
for information acquisition, especially where quantitative datais lacking at present.

23. The STRP has also recognized that there is till a serious lack of quantitative data at a
global scale on the distribution, status and trends of many wetland types, both inland and coastal.

D. Commission on Sustainable Development

24. The third cycle of the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) will start with the
review year at CSD-16 (May 2008) and continues with the policy year at CSD-17 (2009).

25. According to the Commission’s multi-year programme of work, the third cycle
focuses on six main thematic issues: Africa, Agriculture, Desertification, Drought,
Land and Rural Development. As in each cycle, the thematic clusters of issues will be
addressed in an integrated manner, taking into account economic, social and environmental
dimensions of sustainable development. In addition, a review will be undertaken in 2008 of the
implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) target on Integrated
Water Resources Management (IWRM). Countries are also being asked to provide updated
information on national sustainable development strategies (NSDS) and national programmes on
indicators for sustainable devel opment.
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26. The CSD encouraged countries to provide national reports, on a voluntary basis, in
particular to the Commission’s review sessions. In doing so, the Commission underscored that
the reporting should :

@ Reflect the overall progress in all three dimensions of sustainable development,
focusing on the thematic cluster of issues for the cycle ;

(b) Focus on concrete progress in implementation ;

(© Include lessons learned and best practices ;

(d) Identify actions taken ;

(e Highlight relevant trends, constraints, challenges and emerging issues ;

(f) Incorporate, where relevant, the effective use of indicators for sustainable
devel opment.

27. A separate web-based case study database was established where case studies can be
submitted for downloading.

28. Guidelines for reporting on the topics under review were circulated in a form of a short
questionnaire.
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[ENGLISH ONLY]
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