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Statements made at the opening meeting of the thirteenth session of the Committee for
the Review of the Implementation of the Convention, on 25 March 2015, by the Regional
....... Implementation Annexes to the Convention and other regional and interest groups
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I. Statement by the representative of South Africa on behalf of
the Regional Implementation Annex for Africa (Annex I)

Mr. Chairman, the Executive Secretary, Members of the CRIC Bureau, Distinguished
Delegates, Ladies and Gentleman

1. Recap

On behalf of the African Group, | would like to extend our appreciation to the Executive
Secretary and her team for organizing the thirteenth session of the CRIC particularly the
documentation and facilities put at our disposal. We also thank the Government of
Germany and the City of Bonn for hosting us in this beautiful city. We are very certain this
CRIC will be a success.

Mr. Chairman, allow me take a step back and reflect on some of the key issues that
emerged from COP 11 in Windhoek, Namibia in September 2013. On behalf of the African
Group | would like to thank Namibia for successfully hosting COP 11. At that COP we bid
farewell to the former Executive Secretary Mr. Luc Gnacadja and we welcomed the new
Executive Secretary Ms. Monique Barbut. The African Group reaffirms its commitment to
support Ms. Barbut and her team.

Ladies and Gentlemen, you will recall that during COP 11, a number of key decisions were
adopted. These included:

« Establishment of the Intergovernmental Working Group (IWG) as a follow up to
Rio+20;

« Namibian Declaration on a stronger UNCCD for a land degradation neutral world;
» Adoption of a programme and budget for the 2015/2016 biennium;

« Improving mechanisms to facilitate regional coordination of the implementation of the
Convention;

« Mid-term review of the 10-year strategic plan and framework and the establishment of
process to develop a new strategy and plans to further improve the implementation of
the Convention mechanism;

« The relationship with Global Environment Facility (GEF) as a the financial mechanism;
and

« Governance and institutional arrangement of the Global Mechanism.

Whilst we note good progress on some of these decisions, some of them need our collective
efforts and wisdom in moving forward.

2. Interssional work

Mr. Chairman, you will also recall that decision 8/COP.11 on the follow-up to the outcomes
of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) recognized the
outcomes of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development and decided to
establish an Intergovernmental Working Group (IWG) to: (1) establish a science-based
definition of land degradation neutrality (LDN) in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas;
(2) develop options relating to arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas that Parties might
consider should they strive to achieve land degradation neutrality; and (3) advise the
Convention on the implications for its current and future strategy, programmes and the
resource requirements.
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We are informed that the IWG met three times to deliberate on its work. The IWG will
shortly be submitting its report to the COP Bureau that will be deliberated on during the
upcoming COP 12. We look forward to positively engage on the outcome of this group
which is intended to assist us in developing a programme to implement the LDN concept.

Regarding Country reports, I’'m very pleased to report that the African Region recorded a
98 per cent submission during this reporting cycle. We however, encourage the Secretariat
to further improve and revise some questions that will allow for reporting on the status,
implementation and impacts of desertification, land degradation and drought (DLDD) on
global and regional levels.

During the interssional period, the Secretariat in collaboration with the Government of
Mexico organized the fourth special session of the Committee on Science and Technology
(CST S-4) and its UNCCD third Scientific Conference. Though this was a successful
conference we are concerned about the minimal participation in that conference particularly
by the African delegates which appears to have emanated from poor financial support and
communication. We commend the African scientists, policy makers and members of civil
society that were able to attend the conference for their vigorous contribution on our behalf
and the declaration they submitted on our behalf.

Mr. Chairman, the African Group was surprised to learn that in the intervening period, the
Coordinator for the African Region was moved from the Region to the UNCCD
Headquarters in Bonn, Germany. We hold the view that this move is entirely against
previous COP decisions such as decision 3/COP.10 which already adopted the institutional
arrangements for the regional coordination mechanisms (RCMs) and the location of the
regional coordination units (RCUs).

It is in this context that | take pleasure to report that the African Ministers of the
Environment met in Cairo, the Arab Republic of Egypt from 2-6 March 2015 for the 15th
session of the African Ministerial Conference (AMCEN 15).

They adopted decision 15/4 relating to strengthening African leadership in the UNCCD
processes as part of the Cairo decisions and further decided to support the hosting of the
African RCU at an institution within the geographical boundaries of Africa.

Another unsurpassed outcome of these decisions was the fact that the UNCCD will be a
stand-alone agenda item in all future AMCEN meetings.

3. Key issues for CRIC 13
According to the agenda placed before us, CRIC 13 will focus its programme of work on:

» Assessment of implementation of the convention on operational objectives of the 10-
year strategic plan and framework;

» Review of the financial support for the implementation of the Convention; and

» Formulation, revision and implementation of action programmes in view of the post -
2015 sustainable development framework

Mr. Chairman, traditionally the CRIC provides us with a platform to undertake a review of
the implementation of this Convention that in turn feeds into the policy sessions of the COP
in form of recommendations. We note with concern therefore that this CRIC session is not
comprehensive enough to adequately cover the review of the implementation of the
Convention. The allocated two and half days will never be enough for a comprehensive
review of the implementation of the Convention.

We further note with concern that other equally important issues of the Convention have
been left out of the programme of work for CRIC 13. These include inter alia, mechanisms
to facilitate regional coordination, collaboration with the GEF and the whole issue of
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ICCD/CRIC(13)/9

resource mobilization, collaboration and synergies with other institutions and Conventions,
progress and status quo on the governance and institutional arrangement of the Global
Mechanism and the involvement and participation of civil society.

4, Others issues for considerations

Mr. Chairman, we are also concerned about the growing momentum to review the
operational modalities of the CRIC. Given the history and context of this Convection, the
African Group is of the opinion that such a review should be properly managed, in order
not to weaken the implementation of the Convention. This prompts us to request the
Secretariat and the GM to uphold the provisions of the Convention and COP decisions as
and when the two bodies execute their responsibilities.

5. Road to COP 12

Mr. Chairman, we welcome the offer made by the government of Turkey to host COP 12.
We have no doubt that COP 12 will be a successful event yet again.

The IWG will present its report during COP 12. We look forward to the recommendations
of the IWG on this matter particularly on operationalizing the land degradation neutrality
concept.

Distinguished colleagues, we cannot overlook the need for tackling issues of drought
through the UNCCD. The COP11 Presidency, Namibia is currently organizing an African
Drought Conference which will take place from 11-15 May 2015 in Windhoek. The overall
objective of the Conference will be to develop an overarching strategic framework for
Africa to enhance its resilience to the impact of drought events. It is proposed that the
conference will comprise a three-day meeting of technical experts followed by a one-and-a-
half day High Level Segment to be co-chaired by the COP 11 President (Namibia) and the
Chair of the African Group (South Africa). We therefore encourage distinguished
colleagues to actively support and participate in this worthy Conference.

Let me conclude Mr. Chairman by reassuring you of the African Group commitment to
ensuring successful CRIC13 under your leadership. From the Pyramids to Table Mountain;
from Kilimanjaro to Timbukutu and Goré (the Island of no return)...these are the voices of
Africa!

I thank you Mr. Chairman!
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Statement by the representative of India on behalf of the
Regional Implementation Annex for Asia (Annex I1)

Mr. Chair, Chairpersons of various groups, delegates from various countries, ladies and
gentlemen

Annex Il countries discussed the various agenda items during over the last one and half
days. There was active participation from all the member countries which has helped group
to formulate its position on key issues effectively.

On the policy framework the group expressed the following concerns regarding alignment
of their national action programmes (NAPs) with the Strategy:

(@) Timeliness of funding;

(b) Timeliness of technical support;

(c) Timing of NAP aligning workshops;
(d) Resolution of funding issues.

The Group also felt that there was a need for increasing the engagement of developed
country Parties with the affected country Parties on desertification/land degradation and
drought issues.

On synergy among the three Rio conventions, following measures were suggested by the
group:

(@) Incentive framework for achieving synergy;

(b) Incorporation of the framework in multilateral and bilateral funding;

(c) Dissemination of good practices related to synergy;

(d) Joint planning of all three conventions;

(e) Greater involvement of National Focal Points;

(fHRegional and subregional capacity building initiatives in affected country Parties;
(9) Incentives for removing implementation level problems;

(h) Global Mechanism suggests measures as to how to improve efficiency of
integrated frameworks and integrated investment frameworks.

The Group noted the close correlation with the Sustainable Development Goals and
objectives of the convention.

On financing and technology transfer, the Group noted the need for strengthening action
towards achievement of this objective on ground.

The Group noted dichotomy between achievement of targets related to advocacy,
awareness raising and education and actual moment in implementation of the convention.
The group also emphasized the need for improving the quality of reporting so that there
could be greater correlation between achievement of targets and action on ground. It also
noted the need for dissemination of financial models, cost-benefit analysis and various
options for involvement of all the stakeholders in synergizing the efforts toward achieving
the Land degradation neutrality by bringing in investment from all possible sources while
keeping in mind equity and fairness. The group also noted the need for global, regional and
national baselines.
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On capacity building, the group emphasized the need for improving the quality of such
efforts by bringing out a capacity building manual. It emphasized the role of civil society
organizations (CSQOs) in the efforts and greater capacity for actual adoption of technology.

The Group expressed that much greater efforts needed to be made for improving
monitoring and quality of self-assessment. It emphasized the important role that the
monitoring systems could play in bringing about alertness at initial stages of the problem. It
also emphasized the need for a technical manual for bringing out uniformity and necessary
rigor in data.

The Group also emphasized use of various tools available for dissemination of good
practices and various forms of media which are becoming increasingly popular.

The Group looks forward to vibrant discussions over the next two and half days and wishes
to engage constructively in the process.

Thank you.
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Statement by the representative Colombia on behalf of the
Regional Implementation Annex for Latin America and the
Caribbean (Annex I11)

Mr. Chair,

| have the honor to deliver this message on behalf of the Group of Latin America and the
Caribbean countries. Given that this is the first intervention of GRULAC, | would like to
extend this greeting to the Executive Secretary of the Convention and the Secretariat as
well as express our gratitude to the Federal Republic of Germany for the hospitality and
facilitation received during the thirteenth Session of the Committee for the Review of the
Implementation of the Convention (CRIC 13).

Mr. Chair,

Latin America and the Caribbean is one of the most biodiverse regions in the world, with
incredibly rich and important ecosystems, however it is vulnerable to the effects of
desertification, land degradation and drought.

Unplanned expansion of urban areas; inefficient agricultural practices; and adverse
atmospheric effects, among others, have contributed to an accelerated deterioration of the
quality and stability of land at a regional level.

These factors, together with the various land uses that characterize our region, present
opportunities and challenges to maintain the integrity of ecosystems over the long-term and
the maintenance of environmental characteristics for, future generations, to meet their
economic and social needs.

The benefits of this proper management are innumerable, and include among others, the
mitigation of land degradation, improvement of development and overall functionality of
watersheds, increased agricultural productivity, food security for a growing world
population and preservation of biodiversity.

In view of the foregoing and in order to meet developmental challenges, we take this
opportunity to point out the necessity of this Convention to play a more active role not only
in the allocation of resources but also in promoting mechanisms to facilitate the sharing of
best practices and successful experiences, cooperation, technical assistance and technology
transfer on favorable conditions, including preferential and concessional terms as mutually
agreed between the developed and affected country parties. This should also incorporate the
promotion of endogenous technologies where appropriate. In particular, we emphasize the
importance of involving local communities in the development process and implementation
of good in situ practices.

We recognize the role of this Convention to Combat Desertification, especially facilitating
the efforts of the different countries involved in the search for solutions and alternatives for
capacity building. In this context, we emphasize the actions taken by individual Party
States, as stated in their reports. At the same time we would like to make an urgent call for
the work of this Convention to be directed to concrete actions to ensure that practical plans
on the ground are implemented so as to allow affected States to combat desertification land
degradation and drought more effectively.

We as developing countries recognize the work being done by the Regional Coordinating
Units of the Convention and are in the best position to continue to strengthen these
mechanisms. In particular, we emphasize the commitment and diligence of the unity of
Latin America and the Caribbean in assisting country Parties in the submission of national
reports through the performance review and assessment of implementation system
(PRAIS). We also commend the improvement of the PRAIS which has made reporting
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simpler. However, the reality of our countries do not allow us to make commitments
regarding the increase in funding to Regional Coordinating Units, which is why we reiterate
that the search for new financing mechanisms is imperative and call for greater
commitment from developed country party states and relevant institutions to make
additional contributions to the Convention.

Mr. Chairman,

We thank you for leading this session of the CRIC, and we would also like to compliment
the staff of the Secretariat and the Global Mechanism for their hard work.
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V.

Statement by the representative of Portugal on behalf of the
Regional Implementation Annex for the Northern
Mediterranean (Annex V)

Mr. Chairman,

| take the floor on behalf of Annex IV affected country Parties and | would like to thank the
Secretariat, the German Government and the City of Bonn for the hospitality in hosting this
session; also a word of appreciation to the Secretariat for preparing this meeting and all the
hard work for providing the necessary documentation.

Item 2: Assessment of implementation of the Convention

The Mediterranean basin is, as well known, hotspot for climate change and its impacts on
soils, as underlined also in the Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC).

Together with an unsustainable land management, climate change drives countries in this
area to experience serious Desertification, Land Degradation and Drought (DLDD)
phenomena, with the associated security implications, i.e. migration.

Chair, 2015 is a crucial year for the international environmental agenda. Annex IV
countries believe that it is our responsibility to maintain DLDD present and relevant in the
post-2015 negotiations.

While being fully committed to the establishment of a Sustainable Development Goal
addressing DLDD and a specific target on Land Degradation Neutrality, we should also
take up the associated responsibilities at the global, regional and national levels.

Assessing the implementation of the convention is essential. The results of this assessment
and the way forward should be framed simultaneously not only by the need to find common
solutions to the obstacles we face, but also by the need to recognize the diversity of national
circumstances. Annex 1V is paradigmatic in this regard. While all Annex IV parties are
affected by DLDD, this is a group which includes Parties at different stages of development
and with different capacities to implement the Convention, its Strategy and the respective
National Action Programmes.

Annex IV Parties recognize and appreciate the efforts put by all parties and other relevant
entities in this reporting exercise. We believe that applying the indicators of operational
objectives is an important exercise to understand both how all of us as Parties to this
Convention are performing and how together we can improve to reach our common goals.

Let me present some examples of how Annex IV Parties see the way forward for our
Convention. I’ll give a few examples which illustrate the proposals our group will provide
in writing.

Operational objective 1: Advocacy, awareness-raising and education

Regarding Operational objective 1, we are convinced that DLDD should be included in
national educational programmes of affected country Parties in order to raise awareness on
these phenomena.

Operational objective 2: Policy framework

On Palicy framework we believe that the alignment of national action programmes (NAPS)
with the 10-year strategic plan and framework of the Convention is a crucial step if we
want to combat DLDD. To understand the obstacles to this process we urge Parties to
declare their priorities and to clarify the problems they are facing; with this information we

GE.15-06404



ICCD/CRIC(13)/9

are confident the Secretariat can provide us with options on how to overcome these
difficulties

Operational objective 3: Science, technology and knowledge

With regard to analyze, organize and disseminate information on national, regional and
global monitoring systems, we feel that there is room for Regional Coordination
Mechanisms to work with the secretariat on the proposed in-depth analysis.

Operational objective 4: Building capacities

On the disclosure of information regarding affected country Parties which need further
capacity-building assistance it is our understanding that this is a good idea as long as it
follows the express consent of interested country parties.

Operational objective 5: Financing and technology transfer

On financing and given the specificities of Annex IV we believe that developed affected
country Parties should step up their efforts in financing DLDD projects and activities with
internal sources.

With this in mind we would also like to stress that the 2016—-2017 work programmes of the
Convention’s institutions, should be streamlined targeting with priority issues that have
emerged from the 2012-2013 reporting process and according to previous COP decisions.

Annex IV Parties believe that while preparing for COP 12 and in line with previous COP
decisions any new proposals with budgetary implications should be identified from this
moment onwards so that parties can make informed considerations of the proposals put
forward and decide accordingly.

Chair, to conclude, let me express the willingness and full commitment of Annex IV Parties
to work with you and all the Parties in the best interest of the UNCCD.

We will provide the secretariat with concrete text proposal which reflect the main ideas of
our statement.

Many thanks for your attention.
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Statement by the representative of Armenia on behalf of the
Regional Implementation Annex for Central and Eastern
Europe (Annex V)

VYBaxkaeMblil FOCHOJUH MpescenaTenb
YBaxaemsle yuactHuku KPOK 13
Jambl u rocnioia

IMpouecc o003opa wu anamuza ocymectBiaeHuss KouBennmu OOH mo 6Gopsbe ¢
OITyCTHIHMBAaHHEM SBIISIETCS BKHEUIINM  3JIEMEHTOM Uil obecrieueHust 3(hdexTHBHON
OOpBOBI C OIMYCTHIHUBAHUEM, JIETPaallield 3eMeb U 3aCyXOil.

Ipensinymas mexceccuonHas ceccust KPOK 11, xotopast npoxonuna B 2013r. B bonne,
MIOJTyYHJIa BBICOKYIO OLICHKY KOHBEHIIUH.

HemHemnuii Uk 0630pa U OTYETHOCTH XapaKTEPU3YETCs] BHICOKUM YPOBHEM aKTUBHOCTH
CTpaH MO MOJTOTOBKE HAIMOHANBHBIX O0TYETOB. B uwactHocTH, Bee ctpanbl LIBE (100%)
MPEACTaBUIM HAI[MOHAIBHBIC OTYETHl. BIU3KHME pe3ynbTaThl OBUIM MPEJCTABICHBI U
JPYTMMH PETHOHAaMU. DTO CBHIETENBCTBYET O BBICOKOW 3amHTepecoBaHHOCTH CTOPOH
KoHnBeHIIMM B HEOOXOAUMOCTH MOHUTOPHUHTA M OTUYCTHOCTH IO BBHITOJHCHHUIO KOHBEHIIMH B
CTpaHax.

B s70if cBa3u, crpansl [[BE BeIpaxkaroT 00eCIIOKOCHHOCTh CUTYaIlMel ¢ OpraHu3aluei u
nposeaenuem KPOK 13. K coxanenuto, Beinonaenue pemrenuit 19 u 20 KC11 He Obu10
obecrieueHo B TMOJHOW Mepe.  Mbl BblpakaeM OnarojapHocTh Cekperapuary 3a
OpTaHM3AIlMI0  PETHOHAIBHBIX  KOHCYJNbTAllMi, HO, C  COXAaJCHHEM, OTMEYaeM
HEI0CTaTOYHOCTh BPEMEHU UL MTOJTHOIIEHHOTO 00CYKAEHUS M BBIPAOOTKH PEKOMEHIAINHA
10 BCEM BOIIPOCaM, BBIHECEHHBIX Ha paccMoTpeHue B pamkax ceccuu KPOK 13, Tem Gozee
B CHTYyalllH, KOT/ia OblIa TOJIyueHa MTOJTHOLEHHAs HHPOPMAILIUSI OT BCEX PETHOHOB.

B cnoxuBmmxcst obctoarenscTBax u3 nmosectkn KPOK 13 BBIHYX/I€HO ObUIHM HCKIIIOYEHBI
BaXXHBIE BOMPOCHI, BKIMo4ast «Hawmmyumre npakTHKu» U «JlomOTHUTEIbHBIE MTPOIEIyPHI M0
WHCTUTYLIMOHATBHBIM ~MexaHu3mam jisi nomoun KC  anms  perymsipHoro  o63opa
OCYIIECTBJICHUSI KOHBEHIIMU». Bmecte ¢ Tem, mo MHeHuto ctpaH L[IBE Heobxomumo
aKTHUBM3HPOBATH MEPONPHUATHA [0 CO3AAHMIO OOIMIENOCTYNMHBIX 0a3 JaHHBIX IO
«HawmmydmmM npakTUkam», Ipexae BCEro, M0 yCTOWYMBOMY 3€MIICIONB30BaHMI0. [IpoekT
nokymenta CRP. 2 o peopmam KPOK Ob11 paccMoTpeH B Hareil rpymime. Mbl cuuraem
,4TO 3TOT BAXHBIM JTOKYMEHT JOJDKEH OBITh M3ydeH Oosee MOApOOHO M MBI HajeeMmcs Ha
MOJIEPIKKY CEKpeTapuara I0 OpraHM3aIllMM JOMOJHHUTENBHBIX BCTpEY Ui BBIPAOOTKH
0o0IMX PEerHOHANBHBIX IMO3WIHHA. B IemoM, CIOXHMBIIASCS CUTyalWs C OpraHH3aIlUer
ceccun KPOK, a Taxke, Bompoca ymydmeHHs 3(PQEKTHBHOCTH OJDKHBI OBITHh
paccmotpensl Ha KC 12.

B oT4eTHBIN mepHox cTpaHBI PErHOHa aKTHBHO padoTa M Kak Ha HAITMOHAIBHOM, TaK M Ha
PETNOHAJIBHOM YPOBHSIX. COS}IaH peFHOHaHBHBIﬁ KOMUTET IJI1 KOOPAWMHAIIUN ACATCIIBHOCTH
ctpan V IlpusnoxkeHus, paspaboTaHa u, B LIEJIOM, MOJyIepKaHa PErHOHaNIbHAs MporpaMmma
JeicTBHil Mo 60pb0e C erpajanuei 3eMeib B perHoHe.

MsI monaraeM, 4TO JOCTHIKCHHE IeNTd HEWTPaJbHOM Herpajaruu 3eMeib JOJDKHO OBITh
MIOJIOKEHO B OCHOBY ycwiieHHs npodmas KonBenmmu. IIpu 3TOM, OCHOBHBIE yCHIIHS
JNOJDKHBI TPUHMUMATHCS HA HANWOHAJIHHOM YPOBHE, C YYE€TOM HAIMOHAIBHBIX |
pEeTHOHANTBHBIX 0COOEHHOCTEH, YCIIOBHIA U 0OCTOSTENBCTB.
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CrpeMiieHHEe NOCTHYh HEHTPAIBHOW JAErpajalliil 3eMelb HE MOXET OrpaHMIUBaThCA
TONBKO 3aCyIUIMBBIMH 3€MJISIMH M JOJDKHO TMOJYYHTH JCUCTBUTEIHHO TI00AIBHOE
pactpocTpaHeHue.

Paspabotka u ocymectsienue Lleneit ¥YcroitunBoro Pa3zsutusa na nepuon mocie 2015 roga
JOJDKHBI YIUTBIBATECS B IIpOIIecce IUIaHupoBaHus U ocymecTsieHuss Konserun OOH no
60pb0e ¢ OITyCTRIHNBAHUEM.

[No3nmus pernonHa mo oTaenbHBEIM BompocaM moBectkn KPOK13 6yner mpencraBieHa 1mo
XOJly UX PaCCMOTPEHUSL.

Msr HameeMcs, HeCMOTpPsI Ha cloxHble obcrosrenscTtBa, KPOK 13 cymeer moAaroToBUTh
Ha/IJIe)KaIle peKOMEHIANNHN U NpUHATHA dQPeKTHBHBIX pemennii Ha KC 12.

XKemaem BceMm yuactaukam KPOK 13 ycmeniHoi 1 m1oJoTBOPHOH pabOTHI.

Bnaronap}o 3a BHUMaHHC.
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VI.

Statement by the representative of Latvia on behalf of the
European Union and its Member States

Thank you Chair,
I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.

I would like to thank the German Government and the city of Bonn for their outstanding
hospitality in hosting the CRIC 13 session, and the Convention Secretariat for the
organization of this session as well as for providing the necessary documentation to be
considered by the delegates.

Item 2: Assessment of implementation of the Convention

The European Union and its Member States recognize the importance to review the
implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) by
the Parties and to decide on further steps to be taken to facilitate the effective
implementation of the Convention.

We note with satisfaction that the discussion which started back in 2013 here in Bonn
during CRIC 11, and the outcomes of COP 11 have resulted in increased activity by
country parties and other reporting entities in relation to the submission of reports. This
success is mainly due to the effort made by the convention secretariat with regards to the
review of the report framework and the method to submit it as well as the capacity building
provided to reporting entities. We hope also that multilateral environmental agreements
(MEAS) reporting systems could better coordinate and take advantage of each other.

We stress the importance of qualitative analysis of the reports in order to obtain effective
recommendations.

Operational objective 1: Advocacy, awareness-raising and education

The European Union and its Member States note with satisfaction an increasing number of
civil society organizations and scientific and technology institutions that are involved in
Desertification, Land Degradation and Drought (DLDD) related projects.

It is crucial to extend the range of audiences that should be addressed concerning the
implementation of the Convention, and for this purpose enhance the use of modern
communication channels and social media, which may supplement traditional media.

The United Nations International Year of Soils, and particularly the Global Soil Week,
provides a unique opportunity to highlight the importance of sustainable soil management
in the framework of the DLDD and as the foundation for food, feed, fuel and natural fibre
production, essential ecosystem functions, and better mitigation of and adaptation to
climate change and biodiversity maintenance.

Operational objective 2: Policy framework

The European Union and its Member States support a policy framework that enables to
promote and improve the effectiveness of solutions to combat desertification and land
degradation, as well as to mitigate the effects of drought.

In context of the UNCCD, particular importance should be paid to climate change
mitigation and adaptation, as well as biodiversity goals. The European Union and its
Member States have called consistently for greater synergies between the three Rio
conventions at all levels.

More appropriate ways and means to enhance the implementation of National Action
Programmes should be identified in order to capitalize on the substantial investments made
by both affected country Parties and the international community in relation to national
policy frameworks.
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Operational objective 3: Science, technology and knowledge

The European Union and its Member States recognize the relevance of linking support to
the development of monitoring systems with the establishment of baselines and concrete
targets within the National Action Plans, making use of scientific, knowledge-based
diagnostics at the national level, taking note of existing and future global, national and local
related frameworks with mutual advantages.

As a European contribution to this process, in 2015 the Joint Research Centre of the
European Commission will release the first ever Global Soil Biodiversity Atlas, as well as a
the Portuguese version of the Soil Atlas of Latin America and the Caribbean, and a French-
language version of the Soil Atlas of Africa together with a revised second edition of the
Soil Atlas of Europe.

Furthermore the Joint Research Centre provides direct support to the secretariat’s Land
Degradation Neutrality (LDN) Project by providing its global datasets and technical
assistance to the 17 pilot countries integrating the progress indicators Soil Organic Carbon
(SOC), Land Productivity Dynamics (LPD) and Land Cover Change (LC).

Operational objective 4: Building capacities

We recognize with satisfaction that the submitted country reports do provide more evidence
that both the affected country Parties and the international community, including the United
Nations system and the Global Environment Facility (GEF), attach high importance to build
and enhance appropriate capacities on desertification, land degradation and drought
(DLDD) in affected country Parties. Nonetheless, a more coordinated approach is needed in
order to ensure that special emphasis is put on those countries that are advancing at a
slower pace.

Operational objective 5: Financing and technology transfer

We appreciate the positive trend observed in a number of countries that provide integrated
investment frameworks (11Fs), which are established within the integrated financial strategy
and which reflect the means for leveraging of national, bilateral and multilateral resources
to combat desertification land degradation and drought. We note that developed country
Parties, together with the GEF and other multilateral financial institutions, might consider
how to intensify their efforts in supporting all regions in the establishment of integrated
financial strategies, and specifically those countries that have expressed plans to establish
I1Fs for the forthcoming period. Following the evaluation of 1IFs, good practices guidelines
should be provided to these countries.

We invite affected country Parties to continue their ongoing efforts to facilitate access to
technology transfer in line with decision 14/COP.11.

Item 3: Review of financial support for the implementation of the Convention

The European Union and its Member States appreciate that the Global Support Programme
budget of 4.6 million USD, which is devoted to the capacity-building of the UNCCD
reporting entities and improvement of the UNCCD reporting systems, has resulted in a 95
per cent reporting rate worldwide for affected country Parties and 69 per cent for developed
country Parties.

We support the cooperation with international financial reporting systems, notably, the
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the International
Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI), in order to improve the overall level of data produced
under the currently applied weighting system.

Thank you for your attention and we look forward to fruitful and productive discussions at
CRIC 13!
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