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PART |

PROCEEDI NG5S OF THE FOURTH REGQ ONAL ASI AN MEETI NG FOR
THE UNCCD FOCAL PO NTS I N ASI A

U an Bator, Mngolia,26-27 June 2001

CHAl RVAN S SUMVARY
A. PROCEEDI NGS

The fourth Regional Meeting of UNCCD focal points in Asia was held in U an
Bator, Mongolia from26 to 27 June 2001. The participants thanked the Government
of Mongolia for graciously hosting the neeting that was organized by the UNCCD
secretariat. The Governnents of Japan, Germany and U. S. A. co-sponsored the neeting
to which the participants expressed their gratitude. Fifty people attended the
neeting including the governnent representatives, thematic programe network (TPN)
task managers, international/regional/subregional organization representatives and
NGO representatives (the list of the participants is annexed). As was the case in
t he previous focal points neetings in Chtsu, Japan, in 1998, in Beijing, China, in
1999 and i n Bangkok, Thailand, in 2000, the focal points took stock of the progress
and charted course for further actions.

At the opening session, Dr. Z Batjargal, Drector-Ceneral, National Agency
for Meteorol ogy, Hydrol ogy and Environnent Mnitoring and President of the fourth
sessi on of the Conference of the Parties to the UNCCD nmade openi ng remar ks on behal f
of HE. M. U anbayar Barsbold, Mnister for Nature and Environnent of Mngolia
stressing the i nportance of regional collaborationin Asia to facilitate the UNCCD
i mpl ement ati on.

M. Hama Arba Diallo, Executive Secretary of the UNCCD secretariat, al so nade
openi ng remarks highlighting the elements that are crucial in pronoting the UNCCD
i mpl ementation at the national, subregional and regional levels and referring to
the i ssues such as the NAP i npl ementati on process, TPNs, early warni ng systens and
capaci ty buil di ng.

The participants of the nmeeting el ected M. Davl at sho Gul makhmadov, M ni ster,
State Committee for Land Managenent, Tajikistan as Chairman, M. Hardjono, Chief,
Mul tilateral Cooperation Division, Bureau of International Cooperation and
Investment, Mnistry of Forestry, |ndonesia as Vice-Chairnman and Ms. Afraa Nouh,
Mnistry of State for Environmental Affairs, Syria as Rapporteur.

Having reviewed the issues related to the UNCCD inplenmentation at the
national , subregional and regional levels in Asia, the participants agreed to adopt
the following text as the Chairman’s Summary that reflects the thrust of the
di scussions at the neeting. The contained recomendations, however, do not
necessarily reflect consensus of the participants. The highlight of the national
I evel inplementation of the UNCCD that was presented in session 1 is also herewith
annexed for reference.
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B. SUMVARY OF DI SCUSSI ONS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS

1. CCDinplenmentation at the national |evel
(a) NAP fornmul ati on and i npl ementation

Wil e a great deal of progress was reported in the national reports on the
UNCCD i npl enentation at the Ad Hoc Wrking Group on the review of the Convention
i mpl enentation, Asian countries nust make further efforts to advance the NAP
formul ation and inplenentati on process. |In response to the call nmade by a nunber
of countries for catal ytic support to such a process, the UNCCD secretariat and the
d obal Mechani smshoul d support the countries concerned in this respect at the same
ti me pursuing possi bl e partnership building with donor countries/agenci es and ot her
partners.

The UNCCD secretariat and the d obal Mechani sm should also support the
countries that have adopted the NAP in pursuing the neasures for effective NAP
i mpl ement ati on. It could be worth considering in formulating a guideline or a
handbook on the NAP inpl ementation

Moni toring of partnership building should be systematic. It is proposed to
organi ze a contact group neeting in the respective countries to reviewthe progress
nmade in the i npl enentation of partnership arrangenments including the support to the
pilot programmes or projects at the field level as a followup action to the
organi zation of the national forum on partnership building for the UNCCD
i mpl ement ati on.

(b) Mai nstream ng the activities to conbat desertification into the national
agenda

As reiterated at the past focal points neetings as well as the Ad Hoc Wirki ng
G oup on the review of the Convention inplenmentation, the activities to conbat
desertification should be mainstreamed in the national policies for pronoting
envi ronnental protection and sustainabl e devel opnment. Further efforts need to be
nmade to link the interests of policy makers with the interests of the |ocal people
who renmain vulnerable to desertification. The support of international partners
woul d assist the NFP in this respect.

(c) Pol i cy |inkages

It is essential to pursue |inkages between conbating desertification and ot her
mul ti pl e obj ectives such as creating i ncome generating opportunities, eradicating
poverty, conserving biodiversity, mtigating pressure for adverse i npacts of climate
change at the policy making | evel as well as comunity/fieldlevel. The secretari at
shoul d receive the required support to assist Parties in the devel opnent of
appropriate methodol ogi es and for capacity buil ding.
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(d) Nati onal |evel coordination

While many countries have established or have been considering the
establ i shment of the national coordinating bodies, the national |evel coordination
across the line-mnistries and related institutes/partner NGOs continues to be
perceived as a crucial challenge in facilitating the effective UNCCD i npl enentati on
in respective countries. Limted institutional capacities of the UNCCD foca
mnistries or focal points seemto prevent focal points in some countries from
performng their desired roles in pronoting the UNCCD inplenentation. So as to
enhance the inpacts of the activities to conbat desertification, greater efforts
nust be nade to pronote closer collaboration and coordinati on between gover nment
bodi es and rel evant institutions including those that pronote policy fornulation
as well as technical agencies that carry out field projects.

(e) Resour ce nobilization

The Asi an focal points are willing to cooperate with Parties of other regions
to identify responses to the shortcom ngs and chal | enges of the UNCCD process and
to adopt at the forthcom ng session of the Conference of the Parties (COP5) a set
of decisions that would pave the way for substantive progress in the UNCCD
i mpl ement ati on process, through the establishnent of a predictable country driven
consul tative nechanism that would lead to necessary partnership building and
arrangenents, as advocated by the provisions of the Regional |nplenmentati on Annex
for Asia.

Whil e recognizing the difficulties that they still encounter in mainstream ng
the Convention and NAP inplenentation and in bringing such difficulties to the
attention of the international community at the appropriate high policy Ieve
t hrough established channel s of communi cati ons with donor countries and agenci es,
the national focal points of affected countries point out that nore awareness and
responsi veness of the devel oped country parties representatives stationed in the
af fected devel oping countries would be a great help in enhancing the momentum of
supporting the UNCCD i npl enentati on process and |inking the views at the field with
the decision-making at the governnents of the developed countries or the
headquarters of aid agenci es.

A nunber of countries are interested in pursuing the organization of the round
tabl e type of neeting for pronoting the UNCCD i nplenmentation in the |ight of the
step wi se progress that was made by China in organizing the Coordination Meeting
held in Beijing, China, in June 2001. They expressed their wi sh that they would
receive catal ytic technical and financi al assistance fromthe UNCCD secretariat and
the GMin this respect. It is also suggested that the GMand the UNCCD secretari at
bring to the attention of the UNCCD focal points in donor countries the significant
of the partnership building with a viewto facilitating resource nobilisation for
the UNCCD i npl ementation. It is inportant to take into account generic and peculi ar
condi tions of the respective countries in planning such a consultative neeting so
as to effectively achieve the objectives of such a consultative process.
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2. Asian regional thematic programme networks

(a) Themati ¢ progranmme networks

Clear progress has been achieved in devel oping and inplenmenting thematic
programme networks (TPNs) that constitute the regional action programe for
conbating desertification and mitigating the effects of drought in Asia. Wile
acknow edgi ng a great deal of efforts that were nmade by TPN host countries and task
nmanagers i n nobi |l i zi ng necessary support for the TPN preparati on and i npl enent ati on,
TPN host countries and task nanagers in collaboration with the UNCCD secretari at
and the GM are encouraged to strive to nobilize further financial and hunman
resour ces.

They are required to develop and further elaborate the programes in the
spirit of facilitating a broad-based involvenent of all TPN nenber countries and
institutions in the region and to welconme interests frominstitutions in devel oped
country Parties. It was stressed that, in order to strengthen institutiona
capacities of TPN host institutes and nenbers and carry out identified progranme
activities, an access to catalytic financial support should be essenti al

The devel opnent of effective networking at the regional |evel should remain
a priority objective of TPNs. It remains essential to pursue the achi evenent of
t he concrete objectives under the TPNs and denonstrate such results, as support to
NAP activities, on a regular basis. The exchanges of inputs and feedbacks under
t he TPNs woul d hel p bol stering the regi onal network and draw ng further support from
donor countries and agenci es.

The call is reiterated for the devel oped country Parties, nultilateral and
bi | ateral organizations, the d obal Mechani smand the UNCCD secretariat to ensure
the sustainability of regional cooperation under TPNs for Asia through appropriate
| evel s of support.

As additional TPNs are being devel oped and | aunched, it is essential to pronote
col | aborati on between TPN task mangers and with relevant areas and networks of
subr egi onal action programes in particul ar through TPNi nformati on networks. There
woul d be a nmerit in pursuing the harnoni zed approaches to devel opi ng vari ous TPNs
and it would be useful to review the TPNs on a regular basis at the regiona
neetings in the formof focal point nmeetings or the regional group neetings during
t he COPs.

(b) TPN1 (desertification nonitoring and assessnent)

So as to support the effective planni ng on conbati ng desertification, tackling
| and degradati on and pronoting sustai nabl e | and use, desertification nmonitoring and
assessnent that shall be prompted under the TPNl1 deserves appropriate attention.
The UNCCD secretariat and the i nternati onal comunity shall assi st TPNL Task Manager
in carrying out activities to enhance the network nenbers’ national capacities of
undertaking land use nonitoring and assessnent and at the sane tinme facilitate
transboundary, subregional and regional response to exacerbating desertification
and | and degradati on beyond national boundari es.
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(c) TPN2 (agroforestry and soil conservation in arid, sem-arid and dry sub-
hum d areas)

Inorder to support agroforestry and soil conservation in the region, the TPN2
shal | devel op on the existing national networks and seek to establish links with
partner institutions. The TPN2 Task Manager shall also pronote exchanges of
informati on on best practices in the network nmenber countries in order to
effectively tackle the issue of |and degradation

(d) TPN3 (rangel and managenent and sand dune fi xation)

Iran hosted the TPN3 launch neeting in Yazd, lran, in May 2001 with the
support of the Japanese Governnent and | FAD. The network nmenbers identified the
priority programme activities. The Governnent of Iran also pledged its financia
support to the TPN3 activities at the level of US$ 140,000 annual |y over the next
five years.

(e) TPN4 (water resource nmanagenent for dry |land agriculture)

The substantive preparati on has been carried out toward devel opi ng the TPN4
and is organizing its launch nmeeting later this year. The TPN4 Task Manager i s al so
designated within the Mnistry of Irrigation, Syria. Questionnaires are also
distributed and collected and their responses were already anal ysed.

(f) TPN5 (capacity building for conbating desertification and mtigating the
ef fects of drought)

The outline of the TPN5 was al ready prepared with the detail ed proposals for
programme activities. Questionnaires shall be also prepared shortly. Mongolia
requests the UNCCD secretariat to support the preparation of the TPN5 and facilitate
the organi zation of its launch neeting as early as the next year

(9) Regi onal coordination unit (RCU)

Ref erence was nmade to the inportant role that the regional coordination unit
for Asia is based in Bangkok. Proposals were nmade to strengthen the capacities of
the RCU for Asia. It is understood that the matter related to the RCUs have been
subject to the official discussions at the COP. The point was nade that the Asian
regional coordination unit of UNCCD, in close partnership with ESCAP, UNEP and
regi onal and subregi onal organizations, can bring a positive contribution to the
further integration of regional environmental policies.

3. UNCCD i npl enentation at the subregional |eve
(a) Central Asia

Subr egi onal col |l aborati on has been pronoted to tackle |and degradation and
foster sustainable management of natural resources. Wthin franes of the
subregi onal action programme to conbat desertification in Aral Sea Basin, the five
priority areas of cooperation have been identified and the process of pilot projects
devel opnent has started. A working group of the UNCCD focal points that was
established as a subregional coordinating body should enhance coordi nation of
related activities at the subregional |evel.
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(b) West Asi a

As part of the subregional action progranme for conbating desertification for
West Asia, two thematic networks on water resource nanagenment (TNLl) and vegetation
cover sustai nabl e devel opnent (TN2) have been pronoted. The project proposal s have
been prepared by | CARDA and ACSAD concerning the inplenentation of TPNs and TNs in
the concerned countries. These proposals are now with the GV for nobilizing
resources. The inplementation of TNs should be facilitated in a manner to create
synergies with Asian TPNs and to catal yse further actions at the national |evel

(c) Paci fic islands

The two consecutive workshops which were held in Apia, Sanpa, from21 to 25
May 2001, set out a useful basis for pronoting subregional collaboration. Concrete
actions should be taken to develop initiatives on agroforestry and water harvesting
as well as early warning systens for drought in Pacific islands.

(d) Sout h East Asia

Sout h East Asian countries find a great deal of merits in addressing |and
degradati on i ssues and pronoting nutual | earning process for facilitating the UNCCD
i mpl ement ation at the subregional level. It is suggested to convene a subregi ona
wor kshop in I ndonesia to be facilitated by the UNCCD secretariat to facilitate this
process.

(d) North East Asia

As increasing attention has been given to sand particles such as dust storns
and yel l ow sand issues in North East Asia or even the Northern Pacific region, it
is suggested to organize an international workshop with interested parties and
i nternational organizations and make use of TPNL and TPN3 activities to reviewthe
status of yell ow sand/ dust stornms and their inpacts and explore effective neasures
for arresting such phenonena through enhanci ng nati onal, subregional, regional and
international efforts to conmbat desertification

(e) Sout h Asi a

South Asia is conprised of large deserted areas and is the nobst densely
popul ated region in the world with some of the world s poorest people. The South
Asi an Associ ation for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the South Asian Cooperative
Envi ronnment Programme ( SACEP) do serve he purpose of regional cooperationin genera
envi ronnent issues but do not cover desertification specifically. It would be
appropriate to consider the possibility of constituting a mechanismin South Asia
to deliberate on issues to conbat desertification



| CCDY COP(5)/ 1 NF. 9
Page 8

4. UNCCD i npl ementation at the gl obal |evel

(a) Awar eness rai si ng

In conformty with the recommendation 2.13 of the Third Asia-Africa Forum
regarding the selection of a specific theme to bring greater focus on the
comenoration of the Wrld Day on Conbating Desertification, the Chairman of the
Asia Group is invited to submt for consideration at the COP 5 a proposal for
adopting a recomendati on and selecting a theme such as “sand storns and manki nd”
or “land degradation in nountains” as a specific thene for the comrenorati on of the

Worl d Day on Conbating Desertification on 17!" June 2002.
5. Asia-Africa collaboration

The participants endorsed the Chairman’s Sunmary of the Third Asia-Africa
Forumand reiterated their wish that the Summary shall be brought to the attention
of wide-ranging policy makers and stakeholders so as to pursue the effective
neasures for materializing reconmendati ons proposed at the Third Asia-Africa Forum
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Annex |
H GHLI GHT OF THE NATI ONAL LEVEL ACTIVITIES I N ASI A
Bangl adesh Pronoting public awareness, integrated ecosystem nmanagenent,

Canbodi a

Chi na

Mongol i a

consideration is currently given to establishing coordination and
steering bodies for the UNCCD inplenentation. Monitoring and
assessnent of aridity in the countries is needed that is a conplicated
process. Technical and financial assistance is required. The UNCCD
secretariat should be enpowered to better assist the affected UNCCD
nmenber countries.

Line mnistries pronote coordination in the areas of conbating
desertification and |and degradation. It is proposed to convene a
nati onal workshop on conbating |and degradation and mitigating the
effects of drought ainmed at facilitating the fornulation of the NAP
that is postponed fromJune to |l ate sunmer this year. It is hoped that
t he UNCCD secretariat and the GM coul d provide Canbodia with catal ytic
assi st ance.

Two key field projects of conbating desertification was initiated,
including the Desertification Control Programme around the Beijing
Area, and the Fourth Phase of the Three-North Shelterbelts Project.
The drafted State Law of Controlling and Conbati ng Desertification has
been submitted to the National People's Congress. Hopefully it will
be ratified in the near future. Carrying out activities to commenorate
7th Worl d Day on Conbating Desertification that is 17 June with a w de
range of nmedia coverage. A publication was recently released on
nodal i ti es, science and technol ogi es on conbating desertification. The
Coordination Meeting was hosted by the China State Forestry
Adm nistration in Beijing on 6 and 7 June 2001 wi th co-sponsorship with
the GM the UNCCD, the UNDP and t he Asian Devel opnment Bank focusing on
resource nobilization, partnership building and |inkages between
conbating desertification and aneliorating the people s livelihood.
Chi na suggests that further support shall be provided to pronpte the
amendi ng and inplenenting of the NAP. The UNCCD secretariat and the
GM should continue to pronbte coordination to inplenment the actions
reconmended by t he Coordi nati on Meeting. North East Asia collaboration
has been becom ng inportant to take actions to study transboundary
phenonmena of sand storns/dust stornms. It is suggested that the TPNL
shoul d undertake the task. Proper recognition should be also paid to
the inportant role that the UNCCD Regi onal Coordination Unit for Asia
based i n Bangkok.

The out conme of the Mongolia National Forumon Conbating Desertification
and Pronoting Synergistic Inplementation of Multilateral Interlinked
Convention held from18 to 20 June in U an Bator was presented at the
Third Asia-Africa Forum Twenty |aws and national progranmmes were
formul ated and place in inplenentation that are expected to strengthen
the efforts to facilitate the inplenentation of the national plan of

action to conbat desertification in Mngolia. It is inportant to
pronote the activities to conbat desertification together with the
proper pasture and |ivestock managenent. Capacity building in a

variety of areas remmins essential.
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| ndi a

| ndonesi a

Japan

Jor dan

Land degradation is a primary concern for India. India assunmes the
responsi bilities of the TPN2 host country and remai ns active in other
TPNs such as TPNl1. The national coordinating comittee was set up and
is conposed of in-line mnistries representatives that have been
pronoting the formulation of the national action programre to conbat
desertification. The commttee does not have its autononbus budget,
but shall oversee the finalization and i nplenentation of the NAP. The
volune 1 shall provide the franework and the volume 2 will contain a
variety of priority project proposals. It is expected that the NAP
shal | be adopted and its adoption shall be announced at the COP 5.

I ndonesi a has been promoting the inplementation of relevant nationa

policies to address | and degradati on and drought. |ndonesia has been
facilitating the preparation of the national action progranme.
Catal ytic assistance is requested in this regard. |ndonesia also find

a great deal of nerits in organizing a subregional workshop on the
formul ati on of NAPs in I ndonesia to enhance the harnoni zed approach in
the forrmulation and inplenmentation of the NAPs and to strengthen
col  aboration in the subregion. UNCCD reporting hel p guides could be
i mproved taking into account the formats required for other related
envi ronnental conventi ons.

Iran pronbtes activities to conbat desertification. Awareness raising
activities at all levels including political and community | evels are
part of the inmportant activities. The DESCONAP O fice, a regiona
network on conbating desertification in Asia |aunched by ESCAP in
1980’ s has been playing a leading role in pronmoting desertification

control activities. In Yazd, the Yazd International Center for
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent of Desert Comunities (www. undp. org. rbap/yazd)
is expected to pronote sustainability in a dry land livelihood. Iran
al so supports the devel opnment of TPN3 activities. NGOs have been

playing an inportant role in the desertification control activities.
Iran should be able to contribute to training programes including
those relate to interregional collaboration

As a non-affected devel oped country, Japan has been supporting the
activities to conbat desertification through official devel opnent
assistance, voluntary contributions to the UNCCD secretariat and
scientific cooperation. Japan recently hosted the Ad Hoc Panel Meeti ng
on Early Warning Systens. Japan continues to support the national and
regional activities to facilitate the UNCCD i npl ement ati on.

Jordan has been pronoting the inplenmentation of the UNCCD and ot her
rel ated environnental conventions such as the Convention on Biol ogi ca
Diversity. Jordan identified the priority activities for conbating
desertification. The Biodiversity Action Plan and the Economc
Devel opnent Plan articulate their linkages with conbating
desertification. The NAP shall be inplenented with the support of the
GEF, UNDP, UNDP/UNSO Ofice in Beirut after signing project docunents
in this year.



Kazakhst an

Kyragyzst an

Lebanon

annmar

Paki st an
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Kazakhstan has cone to the final stage of preparing the NAP. It has
been actively supporting the inplenmentation of the subregional action
programe for conbating desertificationin Aral See Basins. |t expects
to facilitate the NAP inplementation and at the sane tine pronote its
i nvol venent in the SRAP for Central Asia and TPNs for Asia.

The NAP was prepared including 35 pilot project proposals submtted by
various mnistries and NGOs. Wthin the franes of the NAP, a project
proposal on eco-tourismwas prepared. The 2002 is designated as the
Year of Mountains on initiatives of the President of Kyrgyzstan. It
i s proposed that the focal point of Kyrgystan shall be a contact person
inthe preparatory stage of the International Conference on Muntains’
Problens to be held in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, in 2002.

NAP inplenmentation is under way with the assistance of GIZ and
UNSO' UNDP. The NAP preparation and adoption is currently of utnost
importance. It intends to further develop partnership to facilitate
the activities to conbat desertification, tackle | and degradati on and
pronote sustai nabl e use of |and based resources.

Land degradati on has been exacerbating due to a variety of causes that
include human induced causes such as inappropriate agriculture
practices. Since 1954, the Governnent has been pronoting reforestation
programes i ncluding dry zones. The Green Dry Zone Departnent has been
pl aying an inportant role in this respect. During 1997-98, intensive
efforts have been nmade to pronbte nature reserves and water resource
nmanagenent. Myanmar intends to facilitate the NAP fornulation that
woul d i nclude the concrete provisions for the Myanmar’s partici pation
in the TPNs.

Nepal pronotes a participatory approach in the activities to conbat
desertification. Nepal plans to facilitate the formulation of the NAP
by undertaking required assessnent on | and degradation and | and use.
Nepal conducts an assessnent study on technical and financial gaps.
Further attention shall be given to rehabilitating degraded | and areas.
Nepal requests the UNCCD secretariat and the GM to give due
consideration to the Nepal's need for catalytic assistance in
facilitating the NAP and pronoting capacity building activities.

75% of the entire popul ati on has been affected by desertification and
the affected population groups are often at an economcally
di sadvant ageous position. Pakistan pursues the inplenmentation of the
UNCCD for the benefit of the |ocal population that are vulnerable to
desertification. Salinization and drought also adversely affect the
rural comunities. Sustainable natural resource nanagenment renmains a
significant chall enge for Pakistan. Pakistan conpletedthe fornulation
of the NAP and the Environnment Mnister approved it. The Pakistan

Envi ronnment Protection Council is expected to approve it in the next
few nonths. The preparation of TPN6 has been del ayed due to the other
pressing requirenents. Paki stan requests the UNCCD secretariat to

assi st Pakistan in preparing the TPNG.
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Papua New CGui

NF. 9

nea PNGhas diversifiedculture with many | ocal | anguages and tri bes.

Republi c of

Copper, gold and oil mning are major sources of revenues. PNG
does not have desert, but faces severe | and degradation due to
mning and | ogging. PNG plans to form a national coordination
comm ttee for the UNCCD inplenentation that will also consider
the formulation of the NAP. Environnmental Conservation Agency
is responsible for the UNCCD inplenentation. PNG hopes to
organi ze a nati onal awareness senmi nar on the UNCCD and to recei ve
assistance fromthe UNCCD secretariat for this purpose.

Korea ROK does not have desert and severe |and degradation probl ens.

Sri_ Lanka

Tur kneni st an

ROX is, however, being affected by yellow sand and dust storns
from nei ghbouring countries. ROK provides China and Mngolia
with sone assistance to pronbte reforestation and the activities
to arrest sand dune novenent.

The National Conmttee of Experts on Land Degradati on was established
to exam ne the I and use policies in Sri Lanka. Consideration is being
given to the proposal of formulating a national policy for conbating
| and degradati on. Agroforestry, sustai nabl e managenent of donmesti cated
ani mal s and wat er conservation are sonme of the key conponents that are
deened as essential for facilitating the national policy inplenmentation
to conbat | and degradation and pronote sustai nabl e | and use. Awar eness
canpai gns and study tours are organized. Financial and technical
assistance is required in particular for the NAP preparation. Regional
col  aboration also remains inportant.

Under the activities of the projects of the national action plan to
col  aborate to conbat desertificationin Syria, awareness canpai gns are
undertaken. A draft national action plan that was fornul at ed based on
the inputs from experts is ready for review at the national |evel
forum Syria also regard as the TPNdA as an inportant activity to
contribute to the regional efforts to conbat desertification.

The great nmagnitude of the population has been affected by

Uzbeki st an

Vi et Nam

desertification in the country. Turknenistan has been noving
forward to i nplenment pilot projects to achieve concrete results
in conbating desertification.

Uzbeki stan is severely affected by desertification. |t prepared its
NAP for conbating desertification and |and degradation. Uzbekistan
facilitates the i npl enentati on of the NAP t hat incl udes the i nprovenent
of water resource managenent. The projects have been financed by the
governnent source of funding and have been successful . However, it
requires further financial resources for this purpose.

The Mnistry of Agriculture and Rural Devel opnent formul ated the first
draft of the NAP in June this year. Wth the support of Japan, Viet
Nam intends to pronote the inplenentation of the project to foster
reforestation to arrest sand dune novenent and bi omass production. The
M nistry of Agriculture also pronotes partnership building within the
country to support reforestation activities in the country.



Net her | ands

NGO ( EPF of Japan)

2
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Net her | ands provi des devel opi ng countries with assistance at the
I evel of 0.8%of its GDP of which a significant part is spent to
i nprove environnmental protection. Efforts will be made to
mai nstream the activities to conbat desertification in the
devel opnent assistance programmes in a decentralized manner.
Net wor ks wi || have al so be devel oped anpong i nstitutes, scientists
and stakehol ders within the Netherlands as well as between the
Ofice of Foreign Affairs and the Netherlands enbassies in
affected countries. Netherlands intends to conclude agreenents
with the secretariats of UNCCD, UNFCCC and CBD to pronote their
synergistic inplenentation. Net herl ands al so works with the
UNDP/ UNSO i n the areas of conbating desertification.

Li mi ted public awareness on desertification and its inpacts
remai ns to be an obstacle in pronoting activities to conbat

desertification. Envi ronnental educati on and awareness

rai sing canpaigns are part of the responses that EPF
contenpl ates to pronbte. EPF pronotes personnel exchanges

such as group | eaders and teachers between Japan and the
countries affected by desertification.

The GM has been supporting activities at national, subregional and

regional levels, particularly with the relation to partnership building
and resource nobilisation. The GMis commtted to working with all
country Parties to the Convention, and as such is happy to continue its
work with affected country Parties of the Asia region in facilitating
the inplenentati on of the Convention.
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Annex |1

PROGRAMVE OF WORK

Tuesday, 26 June 2001

9:15 - 9:30
9:30 - 9:50
9:50 — 10: 05

10: 05 — 12: 30

12: 30 - 14:00

14: 00 - 15:30

Regi stration
Openi ng sessi on

H E. M. U anbayar Barsbol d, Mnister of Nature and Environnent,
Mongol i a

M. Hama Arba Dallo, Executive Secretary, United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification

Br eak
El ecti on of the Bureau

Session 1 “UNCCD i npl enentation in Asia”

Overvi ew by the UNCCD secretari at

Bri ef updates on the UNCCD i npl ement ati on by i ndivi dual countries
in Asia

Lunch

Session 2 “Asian Regi onal Thematic Programe Networks (TPNs)”
Overvi ew by the UNCCD secretari at

Suppl enentary remarks in addition to the presentations nade at
the preceding Third Asia — Africa Forum

TPN 1 (Desertification Mnitoring and Assessnent) by Ms. Yan Liu,
TPN 1 Focal Point, Institute of Forest Resource Information
Technol ogi es, Chi nese Acadeny of Forestry

H ghli ghts on nonitoring and assessnment presented at the Ad Hoc
Wirking Group on the review of the Convention inplenentation by
t he UNCCD secretari at

TPN 2 (Agroforestry and Soil Conservation) by M. R K  Singh,
Seni or Scientist, Central Soil & Water Conservati on, Research and
Training Institute, Research Centre, India

TPN 3 (Rangel and Managenent and Sand Dune Fixation) by M.
Alireza Morshedi, UNCCD focal point, Forest and Range
Organi zation, Iran

TPN 4 (Water Resource Managenent for Dry Land Agriculture) by M.
Janmal Janal eddin, Mnistry of Irrigation, Syria

TPN 5 (Capacity Building for Conbating Desertification and
Mtigating the Effects of Drought) by M. Ts Adiyasuren,
Counsel | or and Advi ser to the M ni ster of Nature and Environnent,
Mongol i a



15: 30

15: 45

15:45 - 16: 30

16: 30 — 17: 00

17: 00
Wednesday,
9:00 - 10:00
10: 00 — 10: 40
10: 40 — 10:55
10: 55 - 12:10
12:15 - 12: 30

12: 30
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Bri ef discussions are foreseen after the respective presentations
of each TPN

Br eak

Session 3 “Subregional activities relevant to the UNCCD
i mpl ement ati on”

Brief updates on SRAPs for Wstern Asia and Central Asia by
representatives of countries in the respective subregions

Presentation on the outcomes of the South Pacific |sland
Wor kshops held in Sanmpa, by M. Codfried Angi, Project
Coordi nator, International Treaties and Conventions, Mnistry of
Envi ronnent and Conservati on, Papua New Gui nea

Di scussions are foreseen after the respective presentations of
each subregi on

Session 4 “Interregional collaboration between Asia and Africa
for conbating desertification”

Introduction by the secretari at

Presentation by the Chairman of the Third Asia — Africa Forumon
conbating desertification by a representative of the Mngolian
Gover nient

Di scussi ons

Adj our nrrent

27 June 2001

Session 5 “Preparation for COP 5”

Overvi ew on t he programe of work and docunentati on by the UNCCD
secretari at

Di scussi ons

Briefing session on GEF financi ng opportunities, presentation by
M. Pak Sum Low, UNESCAP

Br eak

Session 6 “Adoption of the Chairman’s Summary”
Concl udi ng session

C osing remarks

Vot e of thanks

Adj our nrrent
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Annex |1

LI ST OF PARTI Cl PANTS

COUNTRY PARTI ES

BANGLADESH

M. Khondoker Rashi dul Huq

Director Genera

Departnment of Environment

M ni stry of Environnment and Forest,
Phone: + 880 2 860 551 ;+ 880 2 860
481

Fax: + 880 2 861 9210; + 880 2 861
0166;

+ 880 2 605 642

Emai | : noef gob@ttb. net;

ocel | doe@dcom com

websi t e:

CHI NA

M. Liu Tuo

Director Genera

Nat i onal Bureau to Conbat
Desertification of the China Commttee
on | nplementing the CCD

State Forestry Adm nistration

18 Hepingli Dongjie str

Beijing 100714

Phone: + 86 10 8423 8848

Fax: + 86 10 8423 8828

Emai | : cci ccd@un. i hep. ac. cn
websi t e:

CHNA - TPN 1

Ms. Yan Liu

TPN 1 Focal Poi nt

Institute of Forest Resource

I nformati on Technol ogi es

Chi nese Acadeny of Forestry

Wan Shou Shan Hou, Haidian District
Beijing 100091

Phone: + 86 10 6288 9160

+ 86 10 6288 9180

Fax: + 86 10 6288 8315; + 86 10 6288
9197;

Email: ju@nfo.forestry. ac.cn;
liuy@mil.forestry.ac.cn

website: ww asia-tpnl. net

CavBODI A

Dr. Ly Sopoir-Mny

Vi ce Chief

Ofice of International Cooperation
and Coordinator to the CCD

M nistry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fi sheries

200 Preah Nor odom Boul evard

Phnom Penh

Phone: + 855 11 87 9726

Fax: + 855 23 21 7320

Emai | :

websi t e:

CH NA

M. Wi Zhongze

Programe O ficer

Nati onal Bureau to Conbat
Desertification of the China
Committee on | nplenenting the CCD
State Forestry Adm nistration

18 Hepingli Dongjie str

Beijing 100714

Phone: + 86 10 8423 8848

Fax: + 86 10 8423 8828

Emai | : zguoli n@li n. net.cn

bri ghtwul@2lcn. com

GERVANY

Dr. Sabina M Schm dt

Advi ser " Protected Area Managenent"
M nistry of Nature and Environment
Hydromet Bl dg Room 114

U aanbaat aaar 210646

Mai | i ng address:

Ofice for Gernman Devel oprent
Cooperation Sky Centre 14

C. P. O Box 1264

U aanbaat ar 210613

Mongol i a

Phone: + 976 11 323 670; + 976 1532
3657; + 976 11 312 282

Fax: + 976 11 312 282



| NDI A

Ms. Mra Mehri shi

Joint Secretary

M nistry of Environnent and Forests
4t h Fl oor, Paryavaran Bhawan

CQO Conpl ex

110003 New Del hi

Phone: + 91 11 436 1613 ;

Fax: + 91 11 436 0894; + 91 11 436
1704;

+ 91 11 436 0678

Email: mra@nvfor.delhi.nic.in;

| NDONESI A

M. Hardjono

Chi ef

Mul til ateral Cooperation Division
Bureau of International Cooperation
and | nvest ment

M nistry of Forestry

Gd. Manggal a Wanabakti, Bl ock 7, 4th
Fl oor

JI. Gatot Subroto

Jakarta 10270

Phone: + 62 21 570 1114 ;+ 62 21 5730

JAPAN

M. Yuji Myake

Technical O ficer

M ni stry of Environnent

1-2-2 Kasumi gaseki

Chi yoda- ku, Tokyo

Phone: + 81 3 5521 8245

Fax: + 81 3 3581 3348

Emai | : yuji.myake@nv. go.jp;

JAPAN

M. Kosuke Am ya

Oficial

Mnistry of Foreign Affairs
2-2-1 Kasuni gaseki

Chi yoda- ku, Tokyo

Phone: + 81 3 3581 3882

Fax: + 81 3 3592 0364

Emai | : kosuke. am ya@mof a. go. | p;
websi t e:
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INDIA - TPN 2

M. R K Singh

Seni or Scienti st

Central Soil & Water Conservation
Research and Training Institute
Research Centre

Kot a, Raj ast han

Phone: + 91 744 462 433

Fax: + 91 744 440764

Emai | : care of:
pratap@azri.raj.nic.in;

cswerti @pl.dot.net.in

| RAN (| SLAM C REPUBLI C OF)

M. Alireza Mrshedi

UNCCD Nati onal Focal Point and
Coor di nat or of DESCONAP Pr ogr ame
Ofice

Forest and Range Organization
P. O Box 19575/ 576

Tehr an

Phone: + 98 21 244 6525

Fax: + 98 21 244 6546

Emai | : rangenet @mavar a. com
websi t e:

JAPAN

Ms. Sayo Yarmauchi

Seni or advi sor to the Anbassador
Enbassy of Japan

Branch office - Bonn
Godesberger allee 102 - 104
53175 Bonn, GCermany

Phone: + 49 228 8191 231

Fax: + 49 228 379 399

J ORDAN

M. Khal af Al - Gkl ah

Director

Nat ure, Lands and Conservati on
Depar t ment

The CGeneral Corporation for

Envi ronnent Protection (GCEP)

P. O Box 1408/35206 Al -Janea st, Al-
Jubei ha

Ammran

Phone: + 962 6 5350 149

Fax: + 962 6 5350 084; + 962 6 5350
791,
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KAZAKHSTAN

M. Yerken Azhigaliyev

Nati onal Focal Point for the UNCCD
M nistry of Natural Resources and
Envi ronnental Protection

1 Sapayev st

Kokchet au 475000

Phone: + 7 31622 55442

Fax: + 7 31622 55537

Emai | : azhi gal i yev@eapsd. kz
website: ww. neapsd. kz

LEBANON

M. Fady Asmar

UNCCD Focal Poi nt

M nistry of Agriculture

Chyah, Beirut
Phone: + 961 5 952 673 ;+ 961 3 259
818

Fax: + 961 5 455 474
Emai | : fady@net.com| b;
websi t e:

MONGOLI A

M's. N Oyundari

Di rector

I nternati onal Cooperation Departnent
M nistry of Nature and Environment
Governnment Building No. 3

Bagu Toiruu 44

U aanbaat ar 11

Phone: + 976 11 31 22 69

Fax: + 976 11 321 401

Emai | : oyundar @nv. pm s. gov. m

MYANMAR

M. U Maung Maung Htwe

Di rector

Dry Zone Greeni ng Dept

c/ o Forest Departnment

Bayi at naung Road

West Gyogone, | nsein Townshi p, Yangon
Phone: + 95 2 88735 ;+ 95 1 681 915
Fax: + 95 1 664 336; + 95 1 664 459;
Emai | : teaknet @mptail . net. m;

websi t e:

KYRGYZSTAN

M . Kubanychbek Kul ov

Nat i onal Coordi nator, Director
Kyrgyz Scientific Research Institute
M nistry of Agriculture and Water
Resour ces

4a Toktonalil eva str

Bi shkek

Phone: + 996 312 54 11 68

+ 996 312 54 09 75

Fax: + 966 312 540975; + 996 312 228
523;

MONGOLT A

M. Ts Adyasuren

Counsel l or, Advisor to the Mnister
M nistry of Nature and Environment
Gover nnent Buil di ng No. 3

Bagu Toiruu 44

U an Bator 11

Phone: + 976 11 312 458

Fax: + 976 11 312 320

Emai | : adyasur ent s@sa. net;

ozof f @magi cnet. M

website: ww. nol . m

MONGOLI A

Ms. N Sarantuya

Di rector

Strat egi ¢ Pl anni ng and Managemnent
Depar t ment

M nistry for Nature and Environnent
Governnment Building No. 3

Baagu Toiruu 44

U aanbaat ar 11

Phone: + 976 11 32 96 19

Fax: + 976 11 321 401

Emai | : sarantuya@nv. pm s. gov. m;
NEPAL

M. Mikti Narayan Shrestha
Secretary

M ni stry of Popul ation and

Envi r onment

Secretariat Conpl ex Singha Durbar
Si nghdur bar

Kat hmandu

Phone: + 977 1 241 586

Fax: + 977 1 242 138

Emai | : nope@ms. com np;

upr et ybat u@ot nai | . com

upr et ybk@ i nk. com np



NETHERLANDS

M. Mark van der Voet

1st Secretary

Devel opnent

The Enbassy of the Netherlands in
Beijing

4 Li angmahe Nanl u

Beijing 100600

Chi na

Phone: + 86 10 6532 1131

Fax: + 86 10 6532 4689

Emai | : mar k- vander . voet @ nbuza. nl ;
websi t e:

PAKI STAN

M. Mihanmmad Khurshid

Section Oficer

M ni stry of Environnent, Local
Governnent and Rural Devel opnment
| sl amabad

Phone: + 92 51 920 9249

Fax: + 92 51 920 2211

Emai | : khur shi dswati @ahoo. com
websi t e:

REPUBLI C OF KOREA

M. Chung Yong Lee

Seni or Researcher

Korea Forest Research Institute
207 Chongnyangni dong, Dongdaenungu
Seoul 130 - 712

Phone: + 82 2 9612758

Fax: + 82 2 961 2543

Emai | : CHUNYLEE@ oa. go. kr;

websi t e:

SR LANKA

M. Gam ni Ganage

Di rector

Nat ural Resources and Biodiversity
M nistry of Forestry and Environnent
Unity Plaza Building

Col onbo 4

Phone: + 94 1 88 74 54

Fax: + 94 1 88 74 55

Emai | : envgreen@l tnet. | k;

nof e@ri | anka. net

websit e:
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NETHERLANDS

M. Jos Lubbers

Policy Advisor - Desertification
Envi ronnent and Devel opnent
Depar t ment

M nistry of Foreign Affairs -
Forests and Bi odiveristy D vision
Bezui denhout seweg

P. O Box 200061

2500EB The Hague

Phone: + 31 70 348 5167

Fax:

Emai | : j os. | ubbers@ur nbuz. nl;

Papua NEwW GUI NEA

M. Godfried Angi

Proj ect Coordi nat or

International Treaties and
Conventi ons

M ni stry of Environnent and
Conservation

7th Fl oor Somare Foundation, Sir
John Quise Drive

P. O Box 6601

Bor oko

Phone: + 675 325 0180 ;+ 675 325
4499

SAUDI ARABI A

M. Abdul aziz A. Al howai sh
Director

Envi ronnent Section

M nistry of Agriculture and Water
P. O Box 101413

Ri yadh 11655

Phone: + 966 1 4033 702

Fax: + 966 1 4033 702

Emai | : ahowai sh@ot mai |l . com

SYRI AN ARAB REPUBLI C

Ms. Afraa Nouh

Mnistry of State for Environnental
Affairs

P. O Box 3773

Danmascus

Phone: + 963 11 446 2658 ;

+ 963 11 442 1386

Fax: + 963 11 446 2658; + 963 11 333
5645;

Emai | : env-m n@et. sy

websi t e:
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SYRI AN ARAB REPUBLIC - TPN 4

M. Jamal Jamal eddin

Nat i onal Coordi nator, TPN 4 Task
Manager

Net wor k for Water Resources Managemnent
in Agriculture in Asian Countries
Mnistry of Irrigation

P. O Box 10702

Damascus

Phone: + 963 11 231 2574

Fax: + 963 11 231 2392

Emai | : jjamal eddi n@ot mai | . com
irrigation. mn@et.sy

TURKMENI STAN

M. Duri kov Mihamet

Head

Laboratory of Forests and Rangel and,
National Institute of Deserts, Flora &
Fauna

M nistry of Nature Protection of
Tur krreni st an

Ashgabat, 744000

Phone: + 993 12 357298

Fax: + 993 12 353 716

Emai | : crsptur @ertnet. net

websi t e:

VI ET Nam

M's. Pham M nh Thoa

Forestry Oficer

I nternational Cooperation Unit,
Departrment for Forestry Devel opnent
M nistry of Agriculture and Rural
Devel opnent

Hanoi

Phone: + 84 4 843 8814

Fax: + 84 4 843 8793

Emai | : sfmwwf @etnam org. vn
websi t e:

TAJI KI STAN

H s Excel |l ency

M. Davl at sho Gul makhmadov

M ni st er

State Committee for Land Managenent
G prozengor odok 15

Dushanbe

Phone: + 992 372 311 683

Fax: + 992 372 311 487

Emai | : kodir@oji ki ston.com
websi te:

UZBEKI STAN

M. A Ovchinni kov

Chi ef

I nt er nat i onal
d avgi dr onet
72K. Makhsunov st.

Tashkent 700052

Phone: + 99871 133 61 80

+ 99871 235 82 32

Fax: + 997871 133 20 25

Emai | : uzhynet @nt. t ashkent . su;
uzhynet @ret eo. uz

websi t e:

Depar t ment
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REG ONAL ORGANI ZATI ONS

THE ARAB CENTRE FOR THE STUDIES OF ARID ZONES
AND DRY LANDS ( ACSAD)

Dr. Glani Abdel gawad Mi ned

The Arab Centre for Studies of Arid
Zones and Dry Lands ( ACSAD)

P. O Box 2440

Damascus, Syria

Phone: + 963 11 575 8413 ;

+ 963 11 574 3087

Fax: + 963 11 574 3063

Emai | : acsad@et . sy

website: www. acsad. org

| CRI SAT

Dr. Thomas Jefry Rego
Seni or Sci enti st

| CRI SAT - Asia
c/ o Royal Thai
Agriculture
c/o Agricultural Research and
Devel opnent Region 3

180 Mtra Parb Rd

Miuang, Khon Kaen, Thail and
Phone: + 66 043 343 639

Fax: + 66 043 241 286

Depart ment of

| CARDA

Dr. Theib Oneis

Seni or Water Managenent Expert
International Centre for Agricultural
Research in the Dry Areas

P. O Box 5466

Al eppo, Syria

Phone: + 963 21 221 0741 ;+ 963 21 222
5112

Fax: + 963 21 222 5105; + 963 221
3490;

+ 963 574 4622
Email: T.Owneis@giar.org;
T. Onei s-T@gi ar. org

UNI TED NATI ONS ORGANI ZATI ONS AND AGENCI ES

ESCAP

M. Pak Sum Low

Regi onal Advi ser

Envi ronnent and Nat ur al
Devel opnent Division
ESCAP

United Nations Buil ding
Raj dammern Ave

Bangkok 10200, Thail and
Phone: + 662 288 1620 ;+ 662 288 1761
Fax: + 662 288 1025

Emai | : | owm@in. org

website: ww. unescap. org

Resour ces

GLoBAL MECHANI SM

M . Roshan Cooke

Associ ate Programe Manager
Asia and North Africa

d obal Mechani sm
c/o | FAD, Via del
Rorme 00100, Italy
Phone: + 39 06 5459 2151
Fax: + 39 06 5459 2135
Emai | : ro.cooke@fad.org
websi t e:

Serafico, 107
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NON GOVERNVENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS

NETWORK FOR ENVI RONVENT AND PECPLE, FOOD
( EPF)

M. Takaai Koganezawa

Executive Director/Professor

Net wor k for Environnment and Peopl e,

Food (EPF)

M yagi University of Education
1-2-17.806 Chnmachi Aoba- ku

980 Sendai

Phone: + 81 22 261 7348 ;+ 81 22 214
3386

Fax: + 81 22 261 7348; + 81 22 214
M. Hama Arba Diallo

Executive Secretary

UNCCD

Martin Luther King str. 8

P. O Box 260129

53153 Bonn, GCernmany

Phone: + 49 228 815 2801

Fax: + 49 228 815 2898/ 99

Emai | : adi al | o@inccd. i nt

website: wwv. unccd. int

M. Rezaul Karim

Coor di nat or

Asia Facilitation Unit
UNCCD

Martin Luther King str. 8
P. O Box 260129

53153 Bonn, GCermany
Phone:

Fax: + 49 228 815 2898/ 99

Emai | : rkarim@unccd.int

Masanori Kobayashi
Programe O ficer

Asia Facilitation Unit
UNCCD

Martin Luther King str. 8
P. O Box 260129

53153 Bonn, GCer many
Phone: + 49 228 815 2829
Fax: + 49 228 815 2898/ 99

Emai | : mkobayashi@unccd.int

NETWORK FOR ENVI RONMENT AND PECPLE, FoOD
( EPF)

Ms. Tonoko Koganezawa

Net wor k for Environment and Peopl e,

Food ( EPF)
The Univeristy of Sydney
Sydeny, Australia
Phone: + 61 2 9211 8819
Fax: + 61 2 9211 8819
Emai | :
websi t e:

UNCCD

M. Gégoire de Kal bermatten
Princi pal Coordinator for Policy and
Pr ogramme Devel opnent

UNCCD

Martin Luther King str. 8

P. O Box 260129

53153 Bonn, GCermany

Phone: + 49 228 815 2824

Fax: + 49 228 815 2898/ 99

Emai | : gdekal ber matt en@nccd. i nt
website: www unccd. int

M. UWi Lin

Coor di nat or

Regi onal Coordinating Unit for Asia
UNCCD

United Nations Buil ding

Raj dammer n avenue

Bangkok, Thail and

Phone: + 66 2 288 1692
Fax: + 66 2 288 3065
Emai | : linw.unescap@un.org

Ms. Rossana Fazzol ari

Secretary

Asia Facilitation Unit
UNCCD

Martin Luther King str. 8
P. O Box 260129

53153 Bonn, GCer nmany
Phone: + 49 228 815 2823
Fax: + 49 228 815 2898/99
Emai | : rfazzolari@unccd.int
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PART 11

PROCEEDI NGS OF THE PACI FI C | SLAND SUBREGH ONAL \AORKSHOP
ON M TI GATI NG DROUGHT AND COVBATI NG DESERTI FI CATI ON
Apia, Sanpa, 21-23 May 2001

CHAl RVAN S SUMVARY

Havi ng assenbl ed in Apia, Sanpa, with 25 participants to attend the workshop
i ncluding representatives of 10 Pacific island countries as indicated in the |ist
of participants,

Havi ng revi ewed revi ew the process of the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification in the context of priority issues such as mtigating the effects
of drought, conbating |and degradation and pronoting the sustai nable use of |and
based resources in the South Pacific island countries,

Havi ng el ected Ms. Tania Temata, Senior Environment O ficer, Environnmental
Servi ces, Cook Islands, as Chairperson, M. Dennis lvaram, Technical Oficer,
M nistry for Environnent and Conservation, Papua New Gui nea, as Vice Chai rman, and
M. Joel Sel, UNCCD focal point, Departnent of Land, Vanuatu, as Rapporteur

Expressing appreciation to the Government of Japan for co-sponsoring the
wor kshop and to the FAO subregional office for the South Pacific Islands and the
UNDP Sanpa office for their collaboration in the organiztion of the wkshop, the
participants agreed with the followi ng text of the Chairperson's Sumary.

1. Activities and their rel evance to the
Pacific island countries

The Pacific island states are on the forefront of countries affected by
climatic variations and environnmental degradation. They seek to discharge their
obligations under Miltilateral Environment Agreements within the constraints of
their limted resources. The UNCCD secretariat presentations, covering regiona
and subregional activities in Asia, highlighted response strategies for conbating
| and degradation, desertification and drought. Those countries that nade
presentations on their national reports at the Ad Hoc Wirking G oup held in Bonn
Gernmany in March 2001 observed that the report preparati on process contributed to
pronoting the inplenentati on of the UNCCD and rel ated national policies. It also
facilitated inter-agency coordi nation within the government and the coll ection and
analysis of data. The presentation of their national reports at this workshop
rai sed i ssues found of conmon rel evance for all participants. For these reasons,
it was proposed that the UNCCD secretariat should further assist the Pacific island
country Parties in preparing national reports if they have not yet done so.

The participants denonstrated strong i nterests for potential funding schenes
for the UNCCD inplenentation and stressed the need for technical and financia
support. The participants noted the ongoing activities of the G obal Mechanismto
facilitate resource nobilization for supporting the UNCCD i npl ementation. At the
sane tine, they were encouraged to | earn of recent positive steps taken by the GEF
Counci|l to pursue the designation of "land degradati on" as one of the focal areas
under the d obal Environment Facility (GEF). It was pointed out that the GEF is
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not officially designated as a financing mechani smfor the UNCCD, unlike the other
Rio nultilateral environnental conventions. Carification was sought as to the
process for pursuing the adoption of a statutory clause that woul d designate the
GEF as an official financing nmechanismto ensure access to GEF resources for the
UNCCD pr ocess.

While Pacific islands called for catal ytic support at national |evel to assi st
themin di scharging their obligations under the UNCCD, they recogni se t he useful ness
of exchange and cooperation between affected Parties. |nthis respect sone |inkages
shoul d be established with the Asian regional thematic programe networks (TPNs)
whi ch were deened as useful nodels for pursuing subregional collaboration in the
South Pacific. TPNL on desertification nonitoring and assessnent was said to be
of great rel evance to drought forecasting, drought mtigation, |and use nonitoring,
renote sensing and | and use planning. TPN2 on agroforestry and soil conservation
indry | and areas was al so regarded as an interesting col |l aborative network for the
Pacific island countries. It was suggested to pursue collaborative initiatives to
address these issues in the context of the South Pacific subregion so as to carry
out meani ngful and cost-effective progranmes

2. Assessnent on drought, | and degradati on and policy responses

A sea level rise is not the only climatic induced threat of concerns to the
Parties of the subregion. Drought has been hitting the subregion causing damage
to water supply and food security systens. |t occurs cyclically and the regularity
of its occurrence requires the countries concerned to adopt drought mtigation
neasures including the devel opnent of early warning systens and water harvesting
schemes. However, its occurrence is not at the frequency that keeps the countries
continuously preparing for drought. Disruption of activities to enhance drought
preparedness and the application of early warning systens often nakes it difficult
to respond in a tinely and sufficient nanner to reverting drought.

Popul ation pressures increase denmands for |and conversion and lead to the
cultivation of slopes and other margi nal areas. The process has been causing | and
degradati on through soil and water erosion. |nappropriate farm ng practices and
drai ni ng of persistent organic pollutants have been exacerbating | and degradati on
Consi deration needs to be given to maki ng the operation of |and tenure systens nore
conduci ve to sustainable use of land and prevention of |and degradation. Lands
owned by overseas residents are often converted to fornms of land use that
substantially reduce tree and vegetation covers. |Increasing efforts have been nade
to i npl enent environnental inpact assessnments prior to the initiation of the field
wor ks. These have been functioning as safety neasures to restrain | and conversion
to non-sustainable and ecol ogy-destructive use. Nevertheless the participants
perceive the potential of the UNCCDto further strengthen | egi sl ation and practices
nore conpatible with the objectives of nmitigating drought and conbating |and
degradati on.

The countries have been strengthening the institutional set-up to effectively
respond to the chall enge of drought mitigation and | and degradation control. Mich
remains to be done. The UNCCD inplenmentation requires nore integrated planning,
the invol vement of various governnent agencies and the nobilization of |and users
through a participatory process. Interdepartmental cooperation is called for in
the Iight of the fact that drought mitigation and | and degradati on control involves
a wi de range of issues. The range of crosscutting issues that underline drought
mtigation and | and degradati on control, nust be addressed by a variety of nationa
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and subregi onal bodies such as SPREP, SPC, the ForumSecretariat, FAO UNDP, SOPAC,
ESCAP, etc. and stake hol ders involved in UNCCD rel ated activities. The invol verent
of multiple actors nakes effective agency coordination at the same tine inperative
and difficult. Awareness raising and infornation exchanges are priorities.

3. Hghlights and priority activities in the UNCCD i npl ement ati on

Participants identified the need for progress in a nunber of critical areas.
The following are highlighted as nmajor challenges that remain to be priority
activities in the UNCCD i npl ementation. Substantive needs were identified for:

(a) Devel opi ng wat ershed nmanagenent and water resource managenent neasures to
overcone the present shortcomngs and deficiencies in water storage, irrigation,
rain water harvesting, water catchnent facilities, infrastructures and water supply
and sanitation schenes;

(b) Strengthening institutional capacities of the governnent, research institutes
and farners' association, and building capacities of local and nationa
st akehol ders;

(c) Identifying and dissemnating the technologies that are suitable and/or
ef fective for pronoting water catchnent and natural resource managenment, with due
attention to traditional know edge and the transfer of appropriate technol ogy;

(d) Enl argi ng the i nformati on network on drought mtigation and | and degradation
control neasures across the islands; and

(e) Transboundary, subregional and regional collaboration in order to synchronise
and upscale efforts to mtigate drought and conbat | and degradati on

4. Resource nobilisation and partnership arrangenents

Resource nobilization remains a common challenge for the Pacific |sland
countries. The followi ng are recommended actions for pronoting the nobilization
of financing and technical resources for the UNCCD i npl ementation

(a) Systematic identification of win-win options by |inking drought mitigation
and | and degradati on neasures with those that can generate i nmedi ate i ncone benefits
to the | ocal population such as agroforestry;

(b) Quantify the benefits of undertaking and inplenenting proper early warning
systens and mitigating/preventive neasures vis-a-vis the cost of restoring degraded
areas and offsetting the negative inpacts of drought and | and degradation

(c) Enhanci ng conprehensi ve approaches to address environment and sustai nable
devel opnent policy objectives through pursuing synergistic policy measures that
woul d benefit the conservation of land based and marine biodiversity, the
preservation of mgratory species and the protection of wetland ecosystens;

(d) Def i ni ng count er - neasur es agai nst drought as cli nat e adapt ati on neasur es where
feasible subject to bringing into force the Kyoto Protocol
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(e) Pursui ng contacts with donor countries and agencies in parallel at both the
national and subregional levels with a viewto elicit a nore decisive support to
the efforts of the island states for the preparation of national reports on the
UNCCD i npl enentati on and the |aunching of the initial steps of the NAP;, and

(f) Identification of a subregional focal point for the UNCCD in this subregion
to facilitate or coordinate the activities of the UNCCD

Subreqgi onal activities

Subr egi onal col | aboration anong island states is considered as a nust as it
has the potential to sinmultaneously pronote the UNCCD i npl enent ation at the nati onal
and subregional levels. A request was nmade to the UNCCD secretariat to pursue
nodal i ties for supporting subregional initiatives in collaborationwthits partner
bodi es and agenci es. The following is highlighted as possible areas of
col l aboration in the Pacific.

(a) Organi zi ng subregi onal workshops on formulation of field project proposals;

(b) Pronoting subregional |evel approaches to resource nobilization and
partnershi p arrangenents;

(c) Undert aki ng subregional case study on agroforestry and water harvesting
t echnol ogi es and t echni ques,

(d) Facilitating collaborationwthFAQ SPREP (South Pacific Regi onal Environnent
Programe), SPC (Secretariat of the Pacific Comunity)/Agroforestry Unit, the Forum
Secretariat, UNDP, SOPAC (South Pacific Applied Geo-Science Comm ssion), ESCAP and
the Asian Productivity Center
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Annex |

Repor t
Worki ng Goup on Community Driven |ntegrated Managenment of Land Based Resources
as Count er- neasur es agai nst drought and | and degradation
(Working Group 1)

Working Goup Leader: |. Ratukalou (Fiji)
Rapporteur: M Kobayashi (UNCCD) and A. Mat hias (FAO Sanpa)

Participants: A Herman (Cook Islands), C. Nenra (Marshall Islands), C Kaluwn
(AVBA- Sampa), A M Simati (Tuvalu), G Aitaro (Palau), J. Apinas (Papua New
Quinea), J. Sel (Vanuatu) and L. Malua (Sanpa)

I ntroducti on and assessnents

The participants highlighted the significance of drought, |and degradation
and their inpacts and they stressed a great deal of needs to pronbte activities to
mtigate the ef fects of drought, conbat | and degradati on, i ncrease | and productivity
and enhance | and based natural resource managenent.

A nunmber of initiatives, studies and assessnents have been carried out at the
nati onal and subregional levels in the Pacific regarding agroforestry and water
resour ce managenent as key neasures to achi eve t he above-nenti oned obj ectives. Sone
of those activities have been successful in aneliorating water catchment, water use
efficiency and | and productivity.

PACI FI CLAND is one of such initiatives launched in 1991 to pronote the
application of technol ogi es for inproving | and nmanagenent involving Fiji, Papua New
Qui nea, Vanuatu, Sanpa, Sol onon |slands and Tonga. PACI FI CLAND was concl uded in
June 1999 despite a need for further continuation and its reactivation would be
called for in the UNCCD context.

The Pacific Regional Agriculture Programme is another exanple of the
initiatives to pronote agroforestry and agriculture in the South Pacific. It was
carried from 1995 to 1999 and the countries that participated in the progranme
shoul d docunment its further relevance to the Convention and pursue funding to
continue the activities.

It is deened essential to enhance the overall inpacts of agroforestry and
wat er harvesting neasures as part of key elenents for nmitigating the effects of
drought and conbating | and degradation. For this purpose, innovative perspectives
are required to nerge conventional agroforestry and natural resource nmanagenment with
envi ronnent conservation nmeasures such as reforestation, regeneration of drought
affected and degraded | and areas and prevention of soil erosion

Proposed activities and suggested actions

Nati onal level activities

The following el enents are highlighted as areas where further intervention
neasures are required and deened effective to achi eve the targeted objectives.
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1. Fornmul ati on of national action programes to mtigate drought and conbat | and
degradati on buildi ng upon the existing policy instruments,

2. Strengt hening and i nvigorating the i nplementation process of existing policy
neasures on | and use and managenent,

3. Pronotion of field project inplenentati ons addressing:
Af forestation/reforestation
Agroforestry
Water catchnment, water harvesting, rainwater harvesting
| nproverment of ground water resource use
Soi | conservation
Land i nformati on system devel opnent
Desal i ni zati on
Creation of conservation areas
Coastal protection
Di ssem nation of information and techni ques
Capacity buil ding
I nproving the application of drought forecasting and early warning
systens

Subregi onal activities

1. Subr egi onal workshop on fornulation of field project proposals
2. There are a considerable nunber of field project proposals that have been
al ready fornul ated, but have not yet received any funding. It was pointed out that

such proposals need to be refined reflecting innovative perspectives to nmaxim ze
their potential benefits and the scope of beneficiaries. For this reason, It was
proposed to convene subregi onal workshops so as to enabl e national stakeholders to
formul ate project proposals in away to be qualified for funding by donor countries
and agenci es.

3. Subr egi onal case study on agroforestry and water harvesting technol ogi es and
t echni ques

Many of the Pacific island countries have been inplenenting agroforestry and
wat er harvesting that have been effective in enhancing drought preparedness and
pronoti ng sustai nabl e use of | and based resources t hus preventing | and degradati on
However, there are needs for further enpowering national and | ocal stakeholders in
exploring the effective neasures for agroforestry and water harvesting soas to fill
t he gap between the | ocal needs and provided responses. For these reasons, it was
proposed to undertake the subregional study on agroforestry and water harvesting
t echnol ogi es and techniques in the Pacific islands. The follow ng are suggested
as focus of the proposed study:

Eval uating past and ongoing agroforestry and water harvesting
t echnol ogi es and t echni ques,

St andardi zi ng the data and data col | ection procedures,

Strengt heni ng human and institutional capacities,

I dentifying useful traditional know edge and advanced technol ogi es,
Developing a framework for fornulating various benchmarks and
i ndi cators.
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The obj ectives of the proposed study could include anmong ot hers such as:

identification of the countries’ comon and varying needs for
agroforestry, water harvesting and capacity buil di ng,

neasures for enhancing cooperation, partnership and awareness, and
neasures for strengthening the capacities of stakehol ders.

The activities of the proposed study shall include anmong ot hers:

preparing country reports presenting review and analysis of
agroforestry, water harvesting, drought mtigating and | and degradati on
control neasures, delineating activities and their inpacts,
supporting national focal points/focal technical institutes,
establ i shing networks, and

proposing and identifying mechanisms and frameworks for enpowering
st akehol ders to carry out the proposed activities.

The out cones of the proposed study shall include anbng others:

reconmendat i ons and desi gnation of the focal points, technical experts
and focal institutions for subregional activities on agroforestry and
wat er harvesting in the South Pacific,

establ i shnment of the sub-regional network on agroforestry and water
harvesti ng,

I ncreased col | aboration with the existing Asian TPN2, and

Enhanced efforts for nobilizing financial resources for the proposed
network activities.

4. Formul ati on and adopti on of subregional strategies for mtigating drought and
conbating | and degradation

It was suggested that the formul ati on of subregional policy instrunments woul d
be useful to steer the collective efforts to mtigate drought and conbat |and
degradati on. Such a policy instrument can also serve as a manifestation of the
I sl and countries’ commitment to these areas and as a basi s for pronoting subregi ona
col | abor ati on.

5. Subregional level approach to resource nobilization and partnership
arrangenent s

As resource nobilization renmains a comon challenge for the Pacific island
countries undertaking activities to mtigate the effects of drought and conbat | and
degradati on t hrough effective agroforestry and water harvesting, it was suggested
to synchroni ze t he approach for the resource nobilization at the subregional |evel.
For these purpose, it was deemed useful to utilize the schenes of the subregiona
t echni cal workshops on project formulations.

6. Col I aboration with FAO, SPREP (South Paci fic Regi onal Environnent Progranme),
SPC (Secretariat of the Pacific Comunity)/Agroforestry Unit, and SOPAC

It was suggested that it would be indispensable to identify the subregi ona
organi zation or the international organizations as supportive institutions or
col  aborating bodies. Such bodies should have pernanent representation or
substantive presence in the sub-region as focal institutions or collaborating
partners to support the variety of proposed activities related to nmitigating drought
and conbating | and degradation in particular agroforestry and water harvesting.
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Annex |1

Repor t
Wirking Goup 2: Exploration of Capacity Building Initiatives for
Early Warning Systens and Drought Mtigation

Chai rperson: M. T. Tupou (Tonga)

Participants: Ms. Tania Temata (Cook |slands), M Paniani (Sanpa), Rona Ml ei sea
(Sampa), Ms. Ann Kitalong (Palau), M. Dennis lvaram (Papua New Quinea), M.
Johnny Koanapo (Vanuatu), M. Ivan Linhart (Solonon Islands), M. Poni Faavae
(Tuvalu), and M. Henry K Taiki (WD

Rapporteurs: M. Wl f Forstreuter and M. Pak Sum Low
I ntroduction

The participants first exchanged information regardi ng specific issues and
problens related to drought mitigation and | and degradation encountered in their
countries. These included the [ack of financial resources, the |lack of technica
capaci ty and technol ogi cal capacity (e.g., expertise, relevant maps, and equi pnment,
etc.) in various areas to undertake a range of urgent activities that address
drought mtigation and |and degradati on. Drought forecasts and early warning
systens are nost critical for preparing and planning for drought. The lead tine
for the prediction of the onset of drought has profound inplications for drought
pr epar edness.

The partici pants enphasi zed the inportance and the need for both short-term
and long-termintegrated planning and strategi es, which nust be built on the basis
of sustainabl e | and and wat er resources managenent. Capacity building that includes

education and training is a key issue that needs to be addressed at all |evels.
Comunity participation; public awareness; communi cation, information networking,
coordination and dissem nation; pronmotion of indigenous technologies and

information, are also inportant elenments that need to be included in these
strategi es.

The WMO representative provided a brief account of the activities undertaken
by WMO. He pointed out that the tropical cyclone warning systems have been
established and initiatives have been undertaken in the area of early warning for
dr ought s. The scope of early warning systens needs to be further expanded and
st rengt hened.

The participants used a LogFrane matrix to forrmulate a project concept, as
shown in Table 1 attached, and as briefly described bel ow.

Overal |l Project Goa

"To reduce the negative social, econom c and ecol ogi cal inpacts of drought and | and
degradation through sustainable |and and water managenent in the Pacific Island
Countries."
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Proj ect Purpose

The ai mof the project is to prepare the stakehol ders (governnental and non-
governnental organizations, urban and rural communities, |andowners, farners,
fisherfolk, etc.) in the Pacific Island Countries for mtigating drought and
conbating | and degradation, so as to achi eve the overall goal

Expected Project Results

In order to prepare stakeholders, five project results were identified:

Rel i abl e and useable early warning systens through a) user friendly
progranms b) land use maps c¢) existence of reliable data and d)
appropriate research results

Adequate nonitoring system in place through a) |and use maps b)
exi stence of reliable data

Effective interaction anong stakehol ders

Effective col | aboration between government and NGOs

Positive attitude of stakehol ders towards sustainable |and use

Description of Expected Project Results

The current drought early warning systens in the Pacific Island Countries are
i nadequate, as the quarterly outputs are not frequent enough, and the presented
outputs are not user friendly. In addition, the warnings, which are based on
insufficient data, do not relate to the vulnerable parts of the ecosystens.

In order to overcone this shortcom ng, drought forecasts should be presented
on a nmonthly basis in a user friendly nanner. Forecasts should be related to
spatial data such as soil, groundwater and topographical relief so as to indicate
t he vul nerabl e/ af fect ed areas. Meteorol ogi cal data and anal ysi s need to be i nproved
for nore reliable forecasts.

Land use pl anni ng and managenent are lacking in all Pacific Island Countries.
Monitoring is essential to effective planni ng and managenent. The current know edge
of the extent of environnental inpacts of drought and | and degradation is |limted.
An annually updated A S based |and use map will show changes in agricultural,
forested and urban areas and al so | and degradati on. Field data collection will add
to the spatial data source

Currently different stakeholders do not interact with each other. It is
essential to convince themof the benefits of overall |and use planning. Changes
of land use in one area can cause inpact |and use elsewhere. For exanple
deforestation in water catchments causes flooding of flat coastal areas during
cycl ones.

NGOs are doing effective work in sonme Pacific Island Countries. However, the
ef fectiveness can be significantly increased if they interact better with officia
governnent bodies. Integration into an overall |and use planning is essential

In many Pacific Island Countries the farmers and forest |andowners do not
practise sustainable land use. It is essential to pronote traditionally and proven
sust ai nabl e | and nmanagenent practices.
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Project Activities

a) To establish inproved early warning systens, it is necessary to devel op an
inventory of the Pacific islands’ needs for early warning system The conditions
in the island countries are very different and the specific needs have to be
addressed. To relate the drought warnings to spatial data, maps have to be created
and therefore G S/RS units needs to be established or existing units needs to be
i nproved. Furthernore, nore neteorol ogical data is needed to ensure nore reliable
forecasts. Focused research will produce nore specific forecasts on the drought
i npacts on vegetation and other environmental threats. GS and RS training are
requi red to produce maps. Meteorological related training is necessary to produce
and interpret the forecasts.

b) To set up a land use nonitoring system which produce a yearly change
detection of the current land use, RS/A S units need to be established or inproved.
Annual satellite data need to be purchased, analysed and overlaid onto maps from
the previous year in order to visualise and quantify the change in |and use and to
hi ghli ght any |and degradati on. The yearly change detection map needs to be
acconpani ed by a small report that is easily understood by the stakehol ders.

c) To inprove the interaction of stakeholders they need to be part of the | and
use planning process. Denonstration of proven projects and the production of
educational material will be used by the extension service in the countries to

educate the stakeholders and pronote cooperation. In sone countries, extension
service in agriculture or forestry needs to be established or inproved.

d) To initiate interaction between NGOs and governnment bodies nenoranda of
under st andi ng need to be fornul at ed and signed to i ncrease the ef fectiveness of NGOs
t hrough t he exi sting extension service. Regul ar networki ng t hrough vill age neetings
is essential especially with wonen in order to have effective cooperation

e) To create a positive attitude anong farners and forest |andowners towards
sustai nable |and use managenent, education and training is necessary. The
information on the long-termbenefits has to be transferred to the | andowners. The
establi shment of new extension services or inprovement of existing services and
training are essential. Again, demonstration of successful projects and educati onal
material is very inportant, which has to be locally produced. The invol verent of
| and care groups is inportant and needs to be inpl enented.

| npl enent ati on

A subregi onal UNCCD focal point within an existing regional body should be
identified upon the recommendati ons of the Council of Regional O ganizations inthe
Paci fic (CROP).
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PART 111

PACI FI C | SLAND SUBREG ONAL WORKSHOP ON | NTEGRATI ON OF PRI ORI TY
ACTI VI TI ES RELATED TO M Tl GATI NG DROUGHT AND COVBATI NG
LAND DEGRADATI ON | N THE ACP- EU PARTNERSH P AGREEMENT
Apia, Sanpa, 24-25 May 2001

. PROCEEDI NGS OF THE WORKSHOP

The participants heard during the opening cerenpony the address of the Hon.
Tui sugal etaua A. S. Aveau , Mnister of Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries and &
Met eor ol ogy of the Governenent of Sanpa and the speeches of M. Hama Arba Diall o,
Executive Secretary of the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification
(UNCCD), of Dr. Pa'o Luteru, Assistant Secretary General of the ACP Group and of
Serge Ducasse, Resident Coordinator of the United Nations System

They el ected M Aiono Mdse Su’'a, Secretary, Mnistry of Foreign Affairs and
M Casten Nenra, Director, International Devel opnent Assistance as Co- Chairnen and
Ms. Ann Kitalong, Ofice of Environnental Response and Coordination, Palau as
Rapport eur.

The participants had fruitful exchanges and shared i nformati on on the status
of preparing and/or subm tting ACP-EU Country Support Strategies (CSS) that are due
by the end of June 2001. While environnental protection, drought mtigation, |and
degradati on control and sustai nabl e managenent of |and based resources remain key
policy objectives in the respective countries, there is still a significant room
and need for nobilizing greater political and public support and resources to
pronote activities in these areas.

The participants shared a view that the preparation and subni ssion of CSSs
and National Indicative Progranmes (NI Ps) are part of the continuous process that
consists of different steps and stages. It was felt that taking into account the
priority thenes and topics that were proposed for the CSSs and NI Ps, efforts mnust
be persistently nmade to mai nstreamdrought mitigation and | and degradati on control
activities in the inplenentati on of ACP-EU partnership agreenents.

It was poi nted out that the environnmental protectionis indeed a cross-cutting
theme and a subject that is inextricably |inked with human devel opnent such as
heal t h and educati on. Mutual synergi es must be cultivatedto enhance conpl enentarity
between the efforts nade in respective sectors.

Further to the discussions that took place during the precedent UNCCD wor kshop
in Apia, participants discussed various environnmental threats and sustainable
devel opnent policies. For instance, |ogging managenment was said to be a comon
policy agenda for Pacific Island countries that is of relevance in the UNCCD
context. It was suggested to closely ook into the conponents or sub-conponents
of the focal areas of the CSS so as to identify concrete areas where neasures to
mtigate drought and conbat |and degradation could be accombdated as part of
proj ect inplenmentation areas.
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In the CSS formul ati on process, the Pacific Island countries have enphasi zed
t he bottom up approach that coincides with the CCD principle. They took note that
the organi zation of national forumin the UNCCD process el sewhere has served as a
framework for involving a wide range of stakeholders. The forum al so serves as a
| everage to raise the public awareness, political support and to mai nstreamdrought
mtigation, land degradation control and sustainable managenent of | and-based
resources in the national policy agenda.

It was reported that the preparation of |and use inventories was proposed for
t he CSS. Such a work could be led to pronpte |and use and vegetation cover
nonitoring and devel op renpte sensing schemes so as to enhance the capacities for
| and use and environnental managenent pl anni ng.

Participants expressed their thanks to the Governnent of Sanmpa and to the
UNCCD and ACP Secretariats for the organisation of this nmeeting that brought a
needed focus on | and degradati on and drought issues in Pacific Island countries.

[1. CONCLUSI ONS OF THE WORKSHCP

The Partici pants of the South Pacific Sub-Regi onal Wrkshop on the Integration
of Priority Activitiesrelatedto Mtigating Drought and Conbati ng Land Degradati on,
I ncl udi ng National Authorizing Oficers and the UNCCD Focal Points,

Havi ng carefully revi ewed the provi sions of the ACP-EU Partnershi p Agreenent
(referred to as the “Cotonou Agreenent”) and of the United Nations Convention to
Conmbat Desertification and having found significant areas of convergence between
their advocated strategies,

M ndful of the needto facilitate the tinmely and cost effective inplenentation
of the Cotonou Agreenment as a critically inportant nultilateral instrunent for
poverty eradication,

Recal I ing the Declaration on Conm tnent adopted by the Parties of the UNCCD
at the 4t" Conference of the Parties held in Bonn in Decenber 2000,

Further recalling that the eradication of poverty is the core objective of
the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement as well as a guiding principle throughout the
provi sions of the UNCCD

Recogni zi ng the need to mai nstream environnmental concerns through synergies
and dialogue at all levels within the range of these two instrunents that are
conpl enentary sust ai nabl e devel opnent tools for the benefit of Parties,

have fornul ated the foll owi ng recomendati ons:

A. Measures to be taken at national |eve

Country Parties are invited to | aunch the process of el aboration and adoption
of priority measures and/or to formulate their NAP, with the viewto finalisingthem
before the end of 2005. (See decision 8/ COP. 4)

The UNCCD focal points are encouraged to approach the National Authorising
Oficers (NAGs) to ensure the inclusion of priority measures, includingthe el ements
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of their future NAPs, into the Country Support Strategies (CSS) and subsequently
into the National Indicative Programmes (N Ps). Gven the fact that the NP
represents a rolling programm ng process, such elements can be further included
during the mid termand end termreview of the NIP.

To ensure that priority nmeasures and/or NAPs are included in the CSS, the
UNCCD National Focal Points are required to nmaintain an extensive dialogue with
deci si on maki ng of fi cers of concerned mnistries, the NAO and t he Eur opean Comrunity
Heads of Del egation based in the country or the region. They shoul d enphasi se the
rel evance of integrating the priority programes in conbating | and degradati on and
mtigating drought in the CSS and the NI Ps.

The participants are urged to fully brief, as appropriate, the respective NAO
under whose portfolio falls the devel opnment of the CSS, and provide i nfornmati on on
the two UNCCD wor kshops held in Apia and on the priority neasures and projects to
be included under the CSS.

Si nce UNCCDr el at ed neasures and future NAPs represent governnmental priorities
to di scharge obligations under a multilateral environnental agreenent, the concerned
M nistries, mainly those of Agriculture, Environment, Econom ¢ Pl anni ng and Fi nance
should jointly advocate these issues in the appropriate national forums. The
resulting exchanges will facilitate a convergent di al ogue and i ncl usi on of perti nent
activities in the N Ps.

The UNCCD National Focal Point should study the CSS docunents already
subm tted and formul ate proposals for NAP action to be reflected in the selected
focal areas or in an appropriate non-focal area. The focal point then shoul d present
this initiative to the National Authorising Oficer for review, exchanges and
inclusion into the NIP.

The UNCCD National Focal Point in collaboration with the NAO shoul d receive
sone catal ytic support to fornulate such activities, dissem nate infornation and
rai se awareness with concerned stakeholders on the need to include the UNCCD
priorities in the finalised National |ndicative Programe.

The UNCCD National Focal Point, in collaboration with the NAQ are invited
to call for a joint dialogue anong the EU Menber States, ESCAP, UNDP, FAO WWO and
t he European Uni on Heads of Del egation. Consultations should facilitate inclusion
of pertinent priority neasures and/or of the NAPs on an ongoi ng basis, bearing in
m nd that, under the Cotonou Agreement progress in the inplenentation of the NIP
is systematically revi ened.

The UNCCD National Focal Points, while devel oping proposals, is urged to
facilitate synergies with nmeasures delivering obligations under the two related UN
Conventions on Cdimte Change and Biodiversity, taking into account their
interrel ated nature.

The UNCCD Nati onal Focal Point in collaborationwththe NAOmay, by utilising
Article 71 of the Cotonou Agreenment, which supports decentralised co-operation
programes, directly send in programe proposals to the European Community Head of
Del egation for funding. It is inportant to note that the proposals are not
necessarily required to fit into the sectoral priorities of the NIP, they can al so
venture into areas that are a priority for the NAP
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The specific sectors of NAPs which strongly enphasi se awareness rai sing and
capacity building could benefit from the European Community budget |ine of
decentral i sed co-operation which ainms to provide strategic funding to strengthen
programes of the civil society organisations such as NGOs and CBOGs.

The NAGCs, acknow edgi ng that the European Comunity is a Party to the UNCCD,
shoul d take a proactive role in developing, together with the UNCCD focal point,
proposal s that ensure the allocation of adequate resources for the sustai nabl e use
of land based natural resources, while securing the active participation of civil
soci ety stake holders in UNCCD projects.

A. Measures to be taken at Subregi onal and Regional |evels

It was agreed that options at the national and regional |evels should be
reviewed in an integrated manner. SPREP is being requested to coordinate the
el aboration and inplenmentation of activities relevant under the UNCCD. It is
encouraged to work closely with NAO and rel evant sub-regional institutions in
formulating priority activities that can be included in the RSS/ RI P, in accordance
with the provisions of the Cotonou Agreenent.

NACs should consider as a matter of urgency, proposals forwarded at the
Pacific Island Sub-Regional Wrkshop on Mtigating Drought & Conbating Land
Degradation, held in Apia from21 to 25 May 2001., and at this Wrkshop held in the
context of the inplenentation of the ACP-EU Partnership Agreenent. They are
requested to support the fornulati on of projects for support under the RSS that wl|
be finalised at the forthcom ng NAO RAO Regi onal neeting, tentatively planned in
Port Moresby, Papua New Quinea, on 2™ July 2001.

Subregional and regional civil society organizations dealing with |and
degradation, should, to all extent possible, be associated to the consultative
process of elaborating and i npl enenting the Regional Supports Strategies (RSS).

Subr egi onal institutions, such as SPREP, coul dinitiate awareness and capacity
bui | di ng programmes on trade and environment issues, in order to assist nenber
states to articulate their positions in the inpending EU- ACP trade negotiations in
line with Articles 48 and 49 of the Cotonou Agreenent.

B. Measures to be taken at the International Level

The Eur opean Uni on Heads of Del egation, on behal f of the European Conm ssi on,
which is a Party to the UNCCD, are called upon to provide capacity buil di ng support
to the UNCCD focal points. They shoul d endeavour to facilitate efforts at national,
subregi onal and regi onal |evels ained at identifying possibl e areas of cooperation.

While the International Comunity is called upon to further facilitate the
speedy openi ng of a GEF wi ndow for | and degradation related activities, the Resident
Co-ordinators of the United Nations are urged to assist affected countries in the
preparation of related programre devel opnent franeworks.
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C. Measures to be taken by the UNCCD and the ACP Secretariats

The UNCCD and the ACP Secretariats shoul d di ssem nate the concl usi ons of the
two Apia workshops and facilitate, upon request by the ACP Country Parties
concerned, the process of accessing EDF resources through the National |ndicative
Programes and ot her instrunents.

The Secretariats are also invited to pursue consultations with the SPREP and
Forum Secretariat to ensure that the advocated process of policy and programe
convergence can take hold at the subregional level to reflect the interests of all
nenmber States concerned.

The Secretariats are called upon to follow up on the required actions at the
national |evel through the provisions of the requisite support to enable countries
to el aborate their CSS and NI Ps taking fully i nto account the reconmendati ons above.

As far as sub regional activities are concerned, both Secretariats are invited
to closely cooperate with SPREP and the Forum Secretariat to facilitate, as
appropriate, the necessary and tinmely followup towards the preparation and
subsequent review of the RSS and Rl Ps.
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