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PART I

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FOURTH REGIONAL ASIAN MEETING FOR

THE UNCCD FOCAL POINTS IN ASIA

Ulan Bator, Mongolia, 26–27 June 2001

CHAIRMAN’S SUMMARY

A. PROCEEDINGS

The fourth Regional Meeting of UNCCD focal points in Asia was held in Ulan
Bator, Mongolia from 26 to 27 June 2001. The participants thanked the Government
of Mongolia for graciously hosting the meeting that was organized by the UNCCD
secretariat. The Governments of Japan, Germany and U.S.A. co-sponsored the meeting
to which the participants expressed their gratitude. Fifty people attended the
meeting including the government representatives, thematic programme network (TPN)
task managers, international/regional/subregional organization representatives and
NGO representatives (the list of the participants is annexed). As was the case in
the previous focal points meetings in Ohtsu, Japan, in 1998, in Beijing, China, in
1999 and in Bangkok, Thailand, in 2000, the focal points took stock of the progress
and charted course for further actions.

At the opening session, Dr. Z. Batjargal, Director-General, National Agency
for Meteorology, Hydrology and Environment Monitoring and President of the fourth
session of the Conference of the Parties to the UNCCD made opening remarks on behalf
of H.E. Mr. Ulambayar Barsbold, Minister for Nature and Environment of Mongolia
stressing the importance of regional collaboration in Asia to facilitate the UNCCD
implementation.

Mr. Hama Arba Diallo, Executive Secretary of the UNCCD secretariat, also made
opening remarks highlighting the elements that are crucial in promoting the UNCCD
implementation at the national, subregional and regional levels and referring to
the issues such as the NAP implementation process, TPNs, early warning systems and
capacity building.

The participants of the meeting elected Mr. Davlatsho Gulmakhmadov, Minister,
State Committee for Land Management, Tajikistan as Chairman, Mr. Hardjono, Chief,
Multilateral Cooperation Division, Bureau of International Cooperation and
Investment, Ministry of Forestry, Indonesia as Vice-Chairman and Ms. Afraa Nouh,
Ministry of State for Environmental Affairs, Syria as Rapporteur.

Having reviewed the issues related to the UNCCD implementation at the
national, subregional and regional levels in Asia, the participants agreed to adopt
the following text as the Chairman’s Summary that reflects the thrust of the
discussions at the meeting. The contained recommendations, however, do not
necessarily reflect consensus of the participants. The highlight of the national
level implementation of the UNCCD that was presented in session 1 is also herewith
annexed for reference.
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B. SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1. CCD implementation at the national level

(a) NAP formulation and implementation

While a great deal of progress was reported in the national reports on the
UNCCD implementation at the Ad Hoc Working Group on the review of the Convention
implementation, Asian countries must make further efforts to advance the NAP
formulation and implementation process. In response to the call made by a number
of countries for catalytic support to such a process, the UNCCD secretariat and the
Global Mechanism should support the countries concerned in this respect at the same
time pursuing possible partnership building with donor countries/agencies and other
partners.

The UNCCD secretariat and the Global Mechanism should also support the
countries that have adopted the NAP in pursuing the measures for effective NAP
implementation. It could be worth considering in formulating a guideline or a
handbook on the NAP implementation.

Monitoring of partnership building should be systematic. It is proposed to
organize a contact group meeting in the respective countries to review the progress
made in the implementation of partnership arrangements including the support to the
pilot programmes or projects at the field level as a follow-up action to the
organization of the national forum on partnership building for the UNCCD
implementation.

(b) Mainstreaming the activities to combat desertification into the national
agenda

As reiterated at the past focal points meetings as well as the Ad Hoc Working
Group on the review of the Convention implementation, the activities to combat
desertification should be mainstreamed in the national policies for promoting
environmental protection and sustainable development. Further efforts need to be
made to link the interests of policy makers with the interests of the local people
who remain vulnerable to desertification. The support of international partners
would assist the NFP in this respect.

(c) Policy linkages

It is essential to pursue linkages between combating desertification and other
multiple objectives such as creating income generating opportunities, eradicating
poverty, conserving biodiversity, mitigating pressure for adverse impacts of climate
change at the policy making level as well as community/field level. The secretariat
should receive the required support to assist Parties in the development of
appropriate methodologies and for capacity building.
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(d) National level coordination

While many countries have established or have been considering the
establishment of the national coordinating bodies, the national level coordination
across the line-ministries and related institutes/partner NGOs continues to be
perceived as a crucial challenge in facilitating the effective UNCCD implementation
in respective countries. Limited institutional capacities of the UNCCD focal
ministries or focal points seem to prevent focal points in some countries from
performing their desired roles in promoting the UNCCD implementation. So as to
enhance the impacts of the activities to combat desertification, greater efforts
must be made to promote closer collaboration and coordination between government
bodies and relevant institutions including those that promote policy formulation
as well as technical agencies that carry out field projects.

(e) Resource mobilization

The Asian focal points are willing to cooperate with Parties of other regions
to identify responses to the shortcomings and challenges of the UNCCD process and
to adopt at the forthcoming session of the Conference of the Parties (COP5) a set
of decisions that would pave the way for substantive progress in the UNCCD
implementation process, through the establishment of a predictable country driven
consultative mechanism that would lead to necessary partnership building and
arrangements, as advocated by the provisions of the Regional Implementation Annex
for Asia.

While recognizing the difficulties that they still encounter in mainstreaming
the Convention and NAP implementation and in bringing such difficulties to the
attention of the international community at the appropriate high policy level
through established channels of communications with donor countries and agencies,
the national focal points of affected countries point out that more awareness and
responsiveness of the developed country parties representatives stationed in the
affected developing countries would be a great help in enhancing the momentum of
supporting the UNCCD implementation process and linking the views at the field with
the decision-making at the governments of the developed countries or the
headquarters of aid agencies.

A number of countries are interested in pursuing the organization of the round
table type of meeting for promoting the UNCCD implementation in the light of the
step wise progress that was made by China in organizing the Coordination Meeting
held in Beijing, China, in June 2001. They expressed their wish that they would
receive catalytic technical and financial assistance from the UNCCD secretariat and
the GM in this respect. It is also suggested that the GM and the UNCCD secretariat
bring to the attention of the UNCCD focal points in donor countries the significant
of the partnership building with a view to facilitating resource mobilisation for
the UNCCD implementation. It is important to take into account generic and peculiar
conditions of the respective countries in planning such a consultative meeting so
as to effectively achieve the objectives of such a consultative process.
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2. Asian regional thematic programme networks

(a) Thematic programme networks

Clear progress has been achieved in developing and implementing thematic
programme networks (TPNs) that constitute the regional action programme for
combating desertification and mitigating the effects of drought in Asia. While
acknowledging a great deal of efforts that were made by TPN host countries and task
managers in mobilizing necessary support for the TPN preparation and implementation,
TPN host countries and task managers in collaboration with the UNCCD secretariat
and the GM are encouraged to strive to mobilize further financial and human
resources.

They are required to develop and further elaborate the programmes in the
spirit of facilitating a broad-based involvement of all TPN member countries and
institutions in the region and to welcome interests from institutions in developed
country Parties. It was stressed that, in order to strengthen institutional
capacities of TPN host institutes and members and carry out identified programme
activities, an access to catalytic financial support should be essential.

The development of effective networking at the regional level should remain
a priority objective of TPNs. It remains essential to pursue the achievement of
the concrete objectives under the TPNs and demonstrate such results, as support to
NAP activities, on a regular basis. The exchanges of inputs and feedbacks under
the TPNs would help bolstering the regional network and drawing further support from
donor countries and agencies.

The call is reiterated for the developed country Parties, multilateral and
bilateral organizations, the Global Mechanism and the UNCCD secretariat to ensure
the sustainability of regional cooperation under TPNs for Asia through appropriate
levels of support.

As additional TPNs are being developed and launched, it is essential to promote
collaboration between TPN task mangers and with relevant areas and networks of
subregional action programmes in particular through TPN information networks. There
would be a merit in pursuing the harmonized approaches to developing various TPNs
and it would be useful to review the TPNs on a regular basis at the regional
meetings in the form of focal point meetings or the regional group meetings during
the COPs.

(b) TPN1 (desertification monitoring and assessment)

So as to support the effective planning on combating desertification, tackling
land degradation and promoting sustainable land use, desertification monitoring and
assessment that shall be promoted under the TPN1 deserves appropriate attention.
The UNCCD secretariat and the international community shall assist TPN1 Task Manager
in carrying out activities to enhance the network members’ national capacities of
undertaking land use monitoring and assessment and at the same time facilitate
transboundary, subregional and regional response to exacerbating desertification
and land degradation beyond national boundaries.
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(c) TPN2 (agroforestry and soil conservation in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-
humid areas)

In order to support agroforestry and soil conservation in the region, the TPN2
shall develop on the existing national networks and seek to establish links with
partner institutions. The TPN2 Task Manager shall also promote exchanges of
information on best practices in the network member countries in order to
effectively tackle the issue of land degradation.

(d) TPN3 (rangeland management and sand dune fixation)

Iran hosted the TPN3 launch meeting in Yazd, Iran, in May 2001 with the
support of the Japanese Government and IFAD. The network members identified the
priority programme activities. The Government of Iran also pledged its financial
support to the TPN3 activities at the level of US$ 140,000 annually over the next
five years.

(e) TPN4 (water resource management for dry land agriculture)

The substantive preparation has been carried out toward developing the TPN4
and is organizing its launch meeting later this year. The TPN4 Task Manager is also
designated within the Ministry of Irrigation, Syria. Questionnaires are also
distributed and collected and their responses were already analysed.

(f) TPN5 (capacity building for combating desertification and mitigating the
effects of drought)

The outline of the TPN5 was already prepared with the detailed proposals for
programme activities. Questionnaires shall be also prepared shortly. Mongolia
requests the UNCCD secretariat to support the preparation of the TPN5 and facilitate
the organization of its launch meeting as early as the next year.

(g) Regional coordination unit (RCU)

Reference was made to the important role that the regional coordination unit
for Asia is based in Bangkok. Proposals were made to strengthen the capacities of
the RCU for Asia. It is understood that the matter related to the RCUs have been
subject to the official discussions at the COP. The point was made that the Asian
regional coordination unit of UNCCD, in close partnership with ESCAP, UNEP and
regional and subregional organizations, can bring a positive contribution to the
further integration of regional environmental policies.

3. UNCCD implementation at the subregional level

(a) Central Asia

Subregional collaboration has been promoted to tackle land degradation and
foster sustainable management of natural resources. Within frames of the
subregional action programme to combat desertification in Aral Sea Basin, the five
priority areas of cooperation have been identified and the process of pilot projects
development has started. A working group of the UNCCD focal points that was
established as a subregional coordinating body should enhance coordination of
related activities at the subregional level.
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(b) West Asia

As part of the subregional action programme for combating desertification for
West Asia, two thematic networks on water resource management (TN1) and vegetation
cover sustainable development (TN2) have been promoted. The project proposals have
been prepared by ICARDA and ACSAD concerning the implementation of TPNs and TNs in
the concerned countries. These proposals are now with the GM for mobilizing
resources. The implementation of TNs should be facilitated in a manner to create
synergies with Asian TPNs and to catalyse further actions at the national level.

(c) Pacific islands

The two consecutive workshops which were held in Apia, Samoa, from 21 to 25
May 2001, set out a useful basis for promoting subregional collaboration. Concrete
actions should be taken to develop initiatives on agroforestry and water harvesting
as well as early warning systems for drought in Pacific islands.

(d) South East Asia

South East Asian countries find a great deal of merits in addressing land
degradation issues and promoting mutual learning process for facilitating the UNCCD
implementation at the subregional level. It is suggested to convene a subregional
workshop in Indonesia to be facilitated by the UNCCD secretariat to facilitate this
process.

(d) North East Asia

As increasing attention has been given to sand particles such as dust storms
and yellow sand issues in North East Asia or even the Northern Pacific region, it
is suggested to organize an international workshop with interested parties and
international organizations and make use of TPN1 and TPN3 activities to review the
status of yellow sand/dust storms and their impacts and explore effective measures
for arresting such phenomena through enhancing national, subregional, regional and
international efforts to combat desertification.

(e) South Asia

South Asia is comprised of large deserted areas and is the most densely
populated region in the world with some of the world’s poorest people. The South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the South Asian Cooperative
Environment Programme (SACEP) do serve he purpose of regional cooperation in general
environment issues but do not cover desertification specifically. It would be
appropriate to consider the possibility of constituting a mechanism in South Asia
to deliberate on issues to combat desertification.
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4. UNCCD implementation at the global level

(a) Awareness raising

In conformity with the recommendation 2.13 of the Third Asia-Africa Forum
regarding the selection of a specific theme to bring greater focus on the
commemoration of the World Day on Combating Desertification, the Chairman of the
Asia Group is invited to submit for consideration at the COP 5 a proposal for
adopting a recommendation and selecting a theme such as “sand storms and mankind”
or “land degradation in mountains” as a specific theme for the commemoration of the
World Day on Combating Desertification on 17th June 2002.

5. Asia–Africa collaboration

The participants endorsed the Chairman’s Summary of the Third Asia-Africa
Forum and reiterated their wish that the Summary shall be brought to the attention
of wide-ranging policy makers and stakeholders so as to pursue the effective
measures for materializing recommendations proposed at the Third Asia-Africa Forum.



ICCD/COP(5)/INF.9
Page 9

Annex I

HIGHLIGHT OF THE NATIONAL LEVEL ACTIVITIES IN ASIA

Bangladesh Promoting public awareness, integrated ecosystem management,

consideration is currently given to establishing coordination and
steering bodies for the UNCCD implementation. Monitoring and
assessment of aridity in the countries is needed that is a complicated
process. Technical and financial assistance is required. The UNCCD
secretariat should be empowered to better assist the affected UNCCD
member countries.

Cambodia Line ministries promote coordination in the areas of combating

desertification and land degradation. It is proposed to convene a
national workshop on combating land degradation and mitigating the
effects of drought aimed at facilitating the formulation of the NAP
that is postponed from June to late summer this year. It is hoped that
the UNCCD secretariat and the GM could provide Cambodia with catalytic
assistance.

China Two key field projects of combating desertification was initiated,

including the Desertification Control Programme around the Beijing
Area, and the Fourth Phase of the Three-North Shelterbelts Project.
The drafted State Law of Controlling and Combating Desertification has
been submitted to the National People’s Congress. Hopefully it will
be ratified in the near future. Carrying out activities to commemorate
7th World Day on Combating Desertification that is 17 June with a wide
range of media coverage. A publication was recently released on
modalities, science and technologies on combating desertification. The
Coordination Meeting was hosted by the China State Forestry
Administration in Beijing on 6 and 7 June 2001 with co-sponsorship with
the GM, the UNCCD, the UNDP and the Asian Development Bank focusing on
resource mobilization, partnership building and linkages between
combating desertification and ameliorating the people’s livelihood.
China suggests that further support shall be provided to promote the
amending and implementing of the NAP. The UNCCD secretariat and the
GM should continue to promote coordination to implement the actions
recommended by the Coordination Meeting. North East Asia collaboration
has been becoming important to take actions to study transboundary
phenomena of sand storms/dust storms. It is suggested that the TPN1
should undertake the task. Proper recognition should be also paid to
the important role that the UNCCD Regional Coordination Unit for Asia
based in Bangkok.

Mongolia The outcome of the Mongolia National Forum on Combating Desertification

and Promoting Synergistic Implementation of Multilateral Interlinked
Convention held from 18 to 20 June in Ulan Bator was presented at the
Third Asia-Africa Forum. Twenty laws and national programmes were
formulated and place in implementation that are expected to strengthen
the efforts to facilitate the implementation of the national plan of
action to combat desertification in Mongolia. It is important to
promote the activities to combat desertification together with the
proper pasture and livestock management. Capacity building in a
variety of areas remains essential.
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India Land degradation is a primary concern for India. India assumes the

responsibilities of the TPN2 host country and remains active in other
TPNs such as TPN1. The national coordinating committee was set up and
is composed of in-line ministries representatives that have been
promoting the formulation of the national action programme to combat
desertification. The committee does not have its autonomous budget,
but shall oversee the finalization and implementation of the NAP. The
volume 1 shall provide the framework and the volume 2 will contain a
variety of priority project proposals. It is expected that the NAP
shall be adopted and its adoption shall be announced at the COP 5.

Indonesia Indonesia has been promoting the implementation of relevant national

policies to address land degradation and drought. Indonesia has been
facilitating the preparation of the national action programme.
Catalytic assistance is requested in this regard. Indonesia also find
a great deal of merits in organizing a subregional workshop on the
formulation of NAPs in Indonesia to enhance the harmonized approach in
the formulation and implementation of the NAPs and to strengthen
collaboration in the subregion. UNCCD reporting help guides could be
improved taking into account the formats required for other related
environmental conventions.

Iran Iran promotes activities to combat desertification. Awareness raising

activities at all levels including political and community levels are
part of the important activities. The DESCONAP Office, a regional
network on combating desertification in Asia launched by ESCAP in
1980’s has been playing a leading role in promoting desertification
control activities. In Yazd, the Yazd International Center for
Sustainable Development of Desert Communities (www.undp.org.rbap/yazd)
is expected to promote sustainability in a dry land livelihood. Iran
also supports the development of TPN3 activities. NGOs have been
playing an important role in the desertification control activities.
Iran should be able to contribute to training programmes including
those relate to interregional collaboration.

Japan As a non-affected developed country, Japan has been supporting the

activities to combat desertification through official development
assistance, voluntary contributions to the UNCCD secretariat and
scientific cooperation. Japan recently hosted the Ad Hoc Panel Meeting
on Early Warning Systems. Japan continues to support the national and
regional activities to facilitate the UNCCD implementation.

Jordan Jordan has been promoting the implementation of the UNCCD and other

related environmental conventions such as the Convention on Biological
Diversity. Jordan identified the priority activities for combating
desertification. The Biodiversity Action Plan and the Economic
Development Plan articulate their linkages with combating
desertification. The NAP shall be implemented with the support of the
GEF, UNDP, UNDP/UNSO Office in Beirut after signing project documents
in this year.
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Kazakhstan Kazakhstan has come to the final stage of preparing the NAP. It has

been actively supporting the implementation of the subregional action
programme for combating desertification in Aral See Basins. It expects
to facilitate the NAP implementation and at the same time promote its
involvement in the SRAP for Central Asia and TPNs for Asia.

Kyrgyzstan The NAP was prepared including 35 pilot project proposals submitted by

various ministries and NGOs. Within the frames of the NAP, a project
proposal on eco-tourism was prepared. The 2002 is designated as the
Year of Mountains on initiatives of the President of Kyrgyzstan. It
is proposed that the focal point of Kyrgystan shall be a contact person
in the preparatory stage of the International Conference on Mountains’
Problems to be held in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, in 2002.

Lebanon NAP implementation is under way with the assistance of GTZ and

UNSO/UNDP. The NAP preparation and adoption is currently of utmost
importance. It intends to further develop partnership to facilitate
the activities to combat desertification, tackle land degradation and
promote sustainable use of land based resources.

Myanmar Land degradation has been exacerbating due to a variety of causes that

include human induced causes such as inappropriate agriculture
practices. Since 1954, the Government has been promoting reforestation
programmes including dry zones. The Green Dry Zone Department has been
playing an important role in this respect. During 1997-98, intensive
efforts have been made to promote nature reserves and water resource
management. Myanmar intends to facilitate the NAP formulation that
would include the concrete provisions for the Myanmar’s participation
in the TPNs.

Nepal Nepal promotes a participatory approach in the activities to combat

desertification. Nepal plans to facilitate the formulation of the NAP
by undertaking required assessment on land degradation and land use.
Nepal conducts an assessment study on technical and financial gaps.
Further attention shall be given to rehabilitating degraded land areas.
Nepal requests the UNCCD secretariat and the GM to give due
consideration to the Nepal’s need for catalytic assistance in
facilitating the NAP and promoting capacity building activities.

Pakistan 75% of the entire population has been affected by desertification and

the affected population groups are often at an economically
disadvantageous position. Pakistan pursues the implementation of the
UNCCD for the benefit of the local population that are vulnerable to
desertification. Salinization and drought also adversely affect the
rural communities. Sustainable natural resource management remains a
significant challenge for Pakistan. Pakistan completed the formulation
of the NAP and the Environment Minister approved it. The Pakistan
Environment Protection Council is expected to approve it in the next
few months. The preparation of TPN6 has been delayed due to the other
pressing requirements. Pakistan requests the UNCCD secretariat to
assist Pakistan in preparing the TPN6.
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Papua New Guinea PNG has diversified culture with many local languages and tribes.

Copper, gold and oil mining are major sources of revenues. PNG
does not have desert, but faces severe land degradation due to
mining and logging. PNG plans to form a national coordination
committee for the UNCCD implementation that will also consider
the formulation of the NAP. Environmental Conservation Agency
is responsible for the UNCCD implementation. PNG hopes to
organize a national awareness seminar on the UNCCD and to receive
assistance from the UNCCD secretariat for this purpose.

Republic of Korea ROK does not have desert and severe land degradation problems.

ROK is, however, being affected by yellow sand and dust storms
from neighbouring countries. ROK provides China and Mongolia
with some assistance to promote reforestation and the activities
to arrest sand dune movement.

Sri Lanka The National Committee of Experts on Land Degradation was established

to examine the land use policies in Sri Lanka. Consideration is being
given to the proposal of formulating a national policy for combating
land degradation. Agroforestry, sustainable management of domesticated
animals and water conservation are some of the key components that are
deemed as essential for facilitating the national policy implementation
to combat land degradation and promote sustainable land use. Awareness
campaigns and study tours are organized. Financial and technical
assistance is required in particular for the NAP preparation. Regional
collaboration also remains important.

Under the activities of the projects of the national action plan to
collaborate to combat desertification in Syria, awareness campaigns are
undertaken. A draft national action plan that was formulated based on
the inputs from experts is ready for review at the national level
forum. Syria also regard as the TPN4 as an important activity to
contribute to the regional efforts to combat desertification.

Turkmenistan The great magnitude of the population has been affected by

desertification in the country. Turkmenistan has been moving
forward to implement pilot projects to achieve concrete results
in combating desertification.

Uzbekistan Uzbekistan is severely affected by desertification. It prepared its

NAP for combating desertification and land degradation. Uzbekistan
facilitates the implementation of the NAP that includes the improvement
of water resource management. The projects have been financed by the
government source of funding and have been successful. However, it
requires further financial resources for this purpose.

Viet Nam The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development formulated the first

draft of the NAP in June this year. With the support of Japan, Viet
Nam intends to promote the implementation of the project to foster
reforestation to arrest sand dune movement and biomass production. The
Ministry of Agriculture also promotes partnership building within the
country to support reforestation activities in the country.
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Netherlands Netherlands provides developing countries with assistance at the

level of 0.8% of its GDP of which a significant part is spent to
improve environmental protection. Efforts will be made to
mainstream the activities to combat desertification in the
development assistance programmes in a decentralized manner.
Networks will have also be developed among institutes, scientists
and stakeholders within the Netherlands as well as between the
Office of Foreign Affairs and the Netherlands embassies in
affected countries. Netherlands intends to conclude agreements
with the secretariats of UNCCD, UNFCCC and CBD to promote their
synergistic implementation. Netherlands also works with the
UNDP/UNSO in the areas of combating desertification.

NGO (EPF of Japan) Limited public awareness on desertification and its impacts
remains to be an obstacle in promoting activities to combat
desertification. Environmental education and awareness
raising campaigns are part of the responses that EPF
contemplates to promote. EPF promotes personnel exchanges
such as group leaders and teachers between Japan and the
countries affected by desertification.

GM The GM has been supporting activities at national, subregional and
regional levels, particularly with the relation to partnership building
and resource mobilisation. The GM is committed to working with all
country Parties to the Convention, and as such is happy to continue its
work with affected country Parties of the Asia region in facilitating
the implementation of the Convention.
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Annex II

PROGRAMME OF WORK

Tuesday, 26 June 2001

9:15 – 9:30 Registration

9:30 – 9:50 Opening session

H.E. Mr. Ulambayar Barsbold, Minister of Nature and Environment,
Mongolia
Mr. Hama Arba Diallo, Executive Secretary, United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification

9:50 – 10:05 Break

10:05 – 12:30 Election of the Bureau

Session 1 “UNCCD implementation in Asia”
Overview by the UNCCD secretariat
Brief updates on the UNCCD implementation by individual countries
in Asia

12:30 - 14:00 Lunch

14:00 - 15:30 Session 2 “Asian Regional Thematic Programme Networks (TPNs)”
Overview by the UNCCD secretariat
Supplementary remarks in addition to the presentations made at
the preceding Third Asia – Africa Forum

TPN 1 (Desertification Monitoring and Assessment) by Ms. Yan Liu,
TPN 1 Focal Point, Institute of Forest Resource Information
Technologies, Chinese Academy of Forestry

Highlights on monitoring and assessment presented at the Ad Hoc
Working Group on the review of the Convention implementation by
the UNCCD secretariat

TPN 2 (Agroforestry and Soil Conservation) by Mr. R. K. Singh,
Senior Scientist, Central Soil & Water Conservation, Research and
Training Institute, Research Centre, India

TPN 3 (Rangeland Management and Sand Dune Fixation) by Mr.
Alireza Morshedi, UNCCD focal point, Forest and Range
Organization, Iran

TPN 4 (Water Resource Management for Dry Land Agriculture) by Mr.
Jamal Jamaleddin, Ministry of Irrigation, Syria

TPN 5 (Capacity Building for Combating Desertification and
Mitigating the Effects of Drought) by Mr. Ts Adiyasuren,
Counsellor and Adviser to the Minister of Nature and Environment,
Mongolia
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Brief discussions are foreseen after the respective presentations
of each TPN.

15:30 - 15:45 Break

15:45 – 16:30 Session 3 “Subregional activities relevant to the UNCCD
implementation”

Brief updates on SRAPs for Western Asia and Central Asia by
representatives of countries in the respective subregions

Presentation on the outcomes of the South Pacific Island
Workshops held in Samoa, by Mr. Godfried Angi, Project
Coordinator, International Treaties and Conventions, Ministry of
Environment and Conservation, Papua New Guinea

Discussions are foreseen after the respective presentations of
each subregion

16:30 – 17:00 Session 4 “Interregional collaboration between Asia and Africa
for combating desertification”

Introduction by the secretariat

Presentation by the Chairman of the Third Asia – Africa Forum on
combating desertification by a representative of the Mongolian
Government

Discussions

17:00 Adjournment

Wednesday, 27 June 2001

9:00 – 10:00 Session 5 “Preparation for COP 5”

Overview on the programme of work and documentation by the UNCCD
secretariat

Discussions

10:00 – 10:40 Briefing session on GEF financing opportunities, presentation by
Mr. Pak Sum Low, UNESCAP

10:40 – 10:55 Break

10:55 – 12:10 Session 6 “Adoption of the Chairman’s Summary”

12:15 – 12:30 Concluding session
Closing remarks
Vote of thanks

12:30 Adjournment
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Annex III

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

COUNTRY PARTIES

BANGLADESH
Mr. Khondoker Rashidul Huq
Director General
Department of Environment
Ministry of Environment and Forest,
Phone: + 880 2 860 551 ;+ 880 2 860
481
Fax: + 880 2 861 9210; + 880 2 861
0166;
+ 880 2 605 642
Email: moefgob@bttb.net;
ocelldoe@bdcom.com
website:

CAMBODIA
Dr. Ly Sopoir-Mony
Vice Chief
Office of International Cooperation
and Coordinator to the CCD
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries
200 Preah Norodom Boulevard
Phnom Penh
Phone: + 855 11 87 9726
Fax: + 855 23 21 7320
Email:
website:

CHINA
Mr. Liu Tuo
Director General
National Bureau to Combat
Desertification of the China Committee
on Implementing the CCD
State Forestry Administration
18 Hepingli Dongjie str
Beijing 100714
Phone: + 86 10 8423 8848
Fax: + 86 10 8423 8828
Email: cciccd@sun.ihep.ac.cn;
website:

CHINA
Mr. Wu Zhongze
Programme Officer
National Bureau to Combat
Desertification of the China
Committee on Implementing the CCD
State Forestry Administration
18 Hepingli Dongjie str
Beijing 100714
Phone: + 86 10 8423 8848
Fax: + 86 10 8423 8828
Email: zguolin@din.net.cn;
brightwu1@21cn.com

CHINA - TPN 1

Ms. Yan Liu
TPN 1 Focal Point
Institute of Forest Resource
Information Technologies
Chinese Academy of Forestry
Wan Shou Shan Hou, Haidian District
Beijing 100091
Phone: + 86 10 6288 9160 ;
+ 86 10 6288 9180
Fax: + 86 10 6288 8315; + 86 10 6288
9197;
Email: ju@info.forestry.ac.cn;
liuy@mail.forestry.ac.cn
website: www.asia-tpn1.net

GERMANY

Dr. Sabina M. Schmidt
Adviser " Protected Area Management"
Ministry of Nature and Environment
Hydromet Bldg Room 114
Ulaanbaataaar 210646
Mailing address:
Office for German Development
Cooperation Sky Centre 14
C.P.O Box 1264
Ulaanbaatar 210613
Mongolia
Phone: + 976 11 323 670; + 976 1532
3657; + 976 11 312 282
Fax: + 976 11 312 282
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INDIA

Ms. Mira Mehrishi
Joint Secretary
Ministry of Environment and Forests
4th Floor, Paryavaran Bhawan
CGO Complex
110003 New Delhi
Phone: + 91 11 436 1613 ;
Fax: + 91 11 436 0894; + 91 11 436
1704;
+ 91 11 436 0678
Email: mira@envfor.delhi.nic.in;

INDIA - TPN 2

Mr. R. K Singh
Senior Scientist
Central Soil & Water Conservation
Research and Training Institute
Research Centre
Kota, Rajasthan
Phone: + 91 744 462 433
Fax: + 91 744 440764
Email: care of:
pratap@cazri.raj.nic.in;
cswcrti@jp1.dot.net.in

INDONESIA

Mr. Hardjono
Chief
Multilateral Cooperation Division
Bureau of International Cooperation
and Investment
Ministry of Forestry
Gd. Manggala Wanabakti, Block 7, 4th

Floor
Jl. Gatot Subroto
Jakarta 10270
Phone: + 62 21 570 1114 ;+ 62 21 5730

IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF)

Mr. Alireza Morshedi
UNCCD National Focal Point and
Coordinator of DESCONAP Programme
Office
Forest and Range Organization
P.O Box 19575/576
Tehran
Phone: + 98 21 244 6525
Fax: + 98 21 244 6546
Email: rangenet@mavara.com;
website:

JAPAN

Mr. Yuji Miyake
Technical Officer
Ministry of Environment
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo
Phone: + 81 3 5521 8245
Fax: + 81 3 3581 3348
Email: yuji.miyake@env.go.jp;

JAPAN

Ms. Sayo Yamauchi
Senior advisor to the Ambassador
Embassy of Japan
Branch office - Bonn
Godesberger allee 102 - 104
53175 Bonn, Germany
Phone: + 49 228 8191 231
Fax: + 49 228 379 399

JAPAN

Mr. Kosuke Amiya
Official
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
2-2-1 Kasumigaseki
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo
Phone: + 81 3 3581 3882
Fax: + 81 3 3592 0364
Email: kosuke.amiya@mofa.go.jp;
website:

JORDAN

Mr. Khalaf Al-Oklah
Director
Nature, Lands and Conservation
Department
The General Corporation for
Environment Protection (GCEP)
P.O Box 1408/35206 Al-Jamea st, Al-
Jubeiha
Amman
Phone: + 962 6 5350 149 ;
Fax: + 962 6 5350 084; + 962 6 5350
791;
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KAZAKHSTAN

Mr. Yerken Azhigaliyev
National Focal Point for the UNCCD
Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection
1 Sapayev st
Kokchetau 475000
Phone: + 7 31622 55442
Fax: + 7 31622 55537
Email: azhigaliyev@neapsd.kz
website: www.neapsd.kz

KYRGYZSTAN

Mr. Kubanychbek Kulov
National Coordinator, Director
Kyrgyz Scientific Research Institute
Ministry of Agriculture and Water
Resources
4a Toktonalileva str
Bishkek
Phone: + 996 312 54 11 68 ;
+ 996 312 54 09 75
Fax: + 966 312 540975; + 996 312 228
523;

LEBANON
Mr. Fady Asmar
UNCCD Focal Point
Ministry of Agriculture
Chyah, Beirut
Phone: + 961 5 952 673 ;+ 961 3 259
818
Fax: + 961 5 455 474
Email: fady@xnet.com.lb;
website:

MONGOLIA
Mr. Ts Adyasuren
Counsellor, Advisor to the Minister
Ministry of Nature and Environment
Government Building No.3
Bagu Toiruu 44
Ulan Bator 11
Phone: + 976 11 312 458
Fax: + 976 11 312 320
Email: adyasurents@usa.net;
ozoff@magicnet.mn
website: www.mol.mn

MONGOLIA

Mrs. N. Oyundari
Director
International Cooperation Department
Ministry of Nature and Environment
Government Building No. 3
Bagu Toiruu 44
Ulaanbaatar 11
Phone: + 976 11 31 22 69
Fax: + 976 11 321 401
Email: oyundar@env.pmis.gov.mn

MONGOLIA

Mrs. N. Sarantuya
Director
Strategic Planning and Management
Department
Ministry for Nature and Environment
Government Building No. 3
Baagu Toiruu 44
Ulaanbaatar 11
Phone: + 976 11 32 96 19
Fax: + 976 11 321 401
Email: sarantuya@env.pmis.gov.mn;

MYANMAR
Mr. U Maung Maung Htwe
Director
Dry Zone Greening Dept
c/o Forest Department
Bayiatnaung Road
West Gyogone, Insein Township, Yangon
Phone: + 95 2 88735 ;+ 95 1 681 915
Fax: + 95 1 664 336; + 95 1 664 459;
Email: teaknet@mptmail.net.mn;
website:

NEPAL
Mr. Mukti Narayan Shrestha
Secretary
Ministry of Population and
Environment
Secretariat Complex Singha Durbar
Singhdurbar
Kathmandu
Phone: + 977 1 241 586
Fax: + 977 1 242 138
Email: mope@mos.com.np;
upretybatu@hotmail.com;
upretybk@wlink.com.np
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NETHERLANDS

Mr. Mark van der Voet
1st Secretary
Development
The Embassy of the Netherlands in
Beijing
4 Liangmahe Nanlu
Beijing 100600
China
Phone: + 86 10 6532 1131
Fax: + 86 10 6532 4689
Email: mark-vander.voet@minbuza.nl;
website:

NETHERLANDS

Mr. Jos Lubbers
Policy Advisor - Desertification
Environment and Development
Department
Ministry of Foreign Affairs -
Forests and Biodiveristy Division
Bezuidenhoutseweg
P.O Box 200061
2500EB The Hague
Phone: + 31 70 348 5167
Fax:
Email: jos.lubbers@minbuz.nl;

PAKISTAN
Mr. Muhammad Khurshid
Section Officer
Ministry of Environment, Local
Government and Rural Development
Islamabad
Phone: + 92 51 920 9249
Fax: + 92 51 920 2211
Email: khurshidswati@yahoo.com;
website:

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Mr. Godfried Angi
Project Coordinator
International Treaties and
Conventions
Ministry of Environment and
Conservation
7th Floor Somare Foundation, Sir
John Guise Drive
P.O Box 6601
Boroko
Phone: + 675 325 0180 ;+ 675 325
4499

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Mr. Chung Yong Lee
Senior Researcher
Korea Forest Research Institute
207 Chongnyangnidong, Dongdaemungu
Seoul 130 - 712
Phone: + 82 2 9612758
Fax: + 82 2 961 2543
Email: CHUNYLEE@foa.go.kr;
website:

SAUDI ARABIA

Mr. Abdulaziz A. Alhowaish
Director
Environment Section
Ministry of Agriculture and Water
P. O. Box 101413
Riyadh 11655
Phone: + 966 1 4033 702
Fax: + 966 1 4033 702
Email: ahowaish@hotmail.com;

SRI LANKA

Mr. Gamini Gamage
Director
Natural Resources and Biodiversity
Ministry of Forestry and Environment
Unity Plaza Building
Colombo 4
Phone: + 94 1 88 74 54
Fax: + 94 1 88 74 55
Email: envgreen@sltnet.lk;
mofe@srilanka.net
website:

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

Ms. Afraa Nouh
Ministry of State for Environmental
Affairs
P.O Box 3773
Damascus
Phone: + 963 11 446 2658 ;
+ 963 11 442 1386
Fax: + 963 11 446 2658; + 963 11 333
5645;
Email: env-min@net.sy
website:
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SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC - TPN 4

Mr. Jamal Jamaleddin
National Coordinator, TPN 4 Task
Manager
Network for Water Resources Management
in Agriculture in Asian Countries
Ministry of Irrigation
P.O Box 10702
Damascus
Phone: + 963 11 231 2574
Fax: + 963 11 231 2392
Email: jjamaleddin@hotmail.com;
irrigation.min@net.sy

TAJIKISTAN

His Excellency
Mr. Davlatsho Gulmakhmadov
Minister
State Committee for Land Management
Giprozemgorodok 15
Dushanbe
Phone: + 992 372 311 683
Fax: + 992 372 311 487
Email: kodir@tojikiston.com
website:

TURKMENISTAN
Mr. Durikov Muhamet
Head
Laboratory of Forests and Rangeland,
National Institute of Deserts, Flora &
Fauna
Ministry of Nature Protection of
Turkmenistan
Ashgabat, 744000
Phone: + 993 12 357298
Fax: + 993 12 353 716
Email: crsptur@vertnet.net
website:

UZBEKISTAN
Mr. A. Ovchinnikov
Chief
International Department
Glavgidromet
72K. Makhsumov st.
Tashkent 700052
Phone: + 99871 133 61 80 ;
+ 99871 235 82 32
Fax: + 997871 133 20 25
Email: uzhymet@hmc.tashkent.su;
uzhymet@meteo.uz
website:

VIET NAM
Mrs. Pham Minh Thoa
Forestry Officer
International Cooperation Unit,
Department for Forestry Development
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development
Hanoi
Phone: + 84 4 843 8814
Fax: + 84 4 843 8793
Email: sfm-wwf@netnam.org.vn
website:
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REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

THE ARAB CENTRE FOR THE STUDIES OF ARID ZONES

AND DRY LANDS (ACSAD)
Dr. Gilani Abdelgawad Mhimed
The Arab Centre for Studies of Arid
Zones and Dry Lands (ACSAD)
P.O Box 2440
Damascus, Syria
Phone: + 963 11 575 8413 ;
+ 963 11 574 3087
Fax: + 963 11 574 3063
Email: acsad@net.sy
website: www.acsad.org

ICARDA

Dr. Theib Oweis
Senior Water Management Expert
International Centre for Agricultural
Research in the Dry Areas
P.O Box 5466
Aleppo, Syria
Phone: + 963 21 221 0741 ;+ 963 21 222
5112
Fax: + 963 21 222 5105; + 963 221
3490;
+ 963 574 4622
Email: T.Oweis@cgiar.org;
T.Oweis-T@cgiar.org

ICRISAT

Dr. Thomas Jefry Rego
Senior Scientist
ICRISAT - Asia
c/o Royal Thai Department of
Agriculture
c/o Agricultural Research and
Development Region 3
180 Mitra Parb Rd
Muang, Khon Kaen, Thailand
Phone: + 66 043 343 639
Fax: + 66 043 241 286

UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATIONS AND AGENCIES

ESCAP

Mr. Pak Sum Low
Regional Adviser
Environment and Natural Resources
Development Division
ESCAP
United Nations Building
Rajdamnern Ave
Bangkok 10200, Thailand
Phone: + 662 288 1620 ;+ 662 288 1761
Fax: + 662 288 1025
Email: low@un.org
website: www.unescap.org

GLOBAL MECHANISM

Mr. Roshan Cooke
Associate Programme Manager
Asia and North Africa
Global Mechanism
c/o IFAD, Via del Serafico, 107
Rome 00100, Italy
Phone: + 39 06 5459 2151
Fax: + 39 06 5459 2135
Email: ro.cooke@ifad.org
website:
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NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

NETWORK FOR ENVIRONMENT AND PEOPLE, FOOD

(EPF)

Mr. Takaai Koganezawa
Executive Director/Professor
Network for Environment and People,
Food (EPF)
Miyagi University of Education
1-2-17.806 Ohmachi Aoba-ku
980 Sendai
Phone: + 81 22 261 7348 ;+ 81 22 214
3386
Fax: + 81 22 261 7348; + 81 22 214

NETWORK FOR ENVIRONMENT AND PEOPLE, FOOD

(EPF)

Ms. Tomoko Koganezawa
Network for Environment and People,
Food (EPF)
The Univeristy of Sydney
Sydeny, Australia
Phone: + 61 2 9211 8819
Fax: + 61 2 9211 8819
Email:
website:

UNCCD

Mr. Hama Arba Diallo
Executive Secretary
UNCCD
Martin Luther King str. 8
P. O. Box 260129
53153 Bonn, Germany
Phone: + 49 228 815 2801
Fax: + 49 228 815 2898/99
Email: adiallo@unccd.int
website: www.unccd.int

Mr. Grégoire de Kalbermatten
Principal Coordinator for Policy and
Programme Development
UNCCD
Martin Luther King str. 8
P. O. Box 260129
53153 Bonn, Germany
Phone: + 49 228 815 2824
Fax: + 49 228 815 2898/99
Email: gdekalbermatten@unccd.int
website: www.unccd.int

Mr. Rezaul Karim
Coordinator
Asia Facilitation Unit
UNCCD
Martin Luther King str. 8
P. O. Box 260129
53153 Bonn, Germany
Phone:
Fax: + 49 228 815 2898/99

Email: rkarim@unccd.int

Mr. U Wai Lin
Coordinator
Regional Coordinating Unit for Asia
UNCCD
United Nations Building
Rajdamnern avenue
Bangkok, Thailand
Phone: + 66 2 288 1692
Fax: + 66 2 288 3065

Email: linw.unescap@un.org

Masanori Kobayashi
Programme Officer
Asia Facilitation Unit
UNCCD
Martin Luther King str. 8
P. O. Box 260129
53153 Bonn, Germany
Phone: + 49 228 815 2829
Fax: + 49 228 815 2898/99

Email: mkobayashi@unccd.int

Ms. Rossana Fazzolari
Secretary
Asia Facilitation Unit
UNCCD
Martin Luther King str. 8
P. O. Box 260129
53153 Bonn, Germany
Phone: + 49 228 815 2823
Fax: + 49 228 815 2898/99

Email: rfazzolari@unccd.int
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PART II

PROCEEDINGS OF THE PACIFIC ISLAND SUBREGIONAL WORKSHOP

ON MITIGATING DROUGHT AND COMBATING DESERTIFICATION

Apia, Samoa, 21–23 May 2001

CHAIRMAN’S SUMMARY

Having assembled in Apia, Samoa, with 25 participants to attend the workshop
including representatives of 10 Pacific island countries as indicated in the list
of participants,

Having reviewed review the process of the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification in the context of priority issues such as mitigating the effects
of drought, combating land degradation and promoting the sustainable use of land
based resources in the South Pacific island countries,

Having elected Ms. Tania Temata, Senior Environment Officer, Environmental
Services, Cook Islands, as Chairperson, Mr. Dennis Ivarami, Technical Officer,
Ministry for Environment and Conservation, Papua New Guinea, as Vice Chairman, and
Mr. Joel Sel, UNCCD focal point, Department of Land, Vanuatu, as Rapporteur,

Expressing appreciation to the Government of Japan for co-sponsoring the
workshop and to the FAO subregional office for the South Pacific Islands and the
UNDP Samoa office for their collaboration in the organiztion of the wrkshop, the
participants agreed with the following text of the Chairperson's Summary.

1. Activities and their relevance to the

Pacific island countries

The Pacific island states are on the forefront of countries affected by
climatic variations and environmental degradation. They seek to discharge their
obligations under Multilateral Environment Agreements within the constraints of
their limited resources. The UNCCD secretariat presentations, covering regional
and subregional activities in Asia, highlighted response strategies for combating
land degradation, desertification and drought. Those countries that made
presentations on their national reports at the Ad Hoc Working Group held in Bonn,
Germany in March 2001 observed that the report preparation process contributed to
promoting the implementation of the UNCCD and related national policies. It also
facilitated inter-agency coordination within the government and the collection and
analysis of data. The presentation of their national reports at this workshop
raised issues found of common relevance for all participants. For these reasons,
it was proposed that the UNCCD secretariat should further assist the Pacific island
country Parties in preparing national reports if they have not yet done so.

The participants demonstrated strong interests for potential funding schemes
for the UNCCD implementation and stressed the need for technical and financial
support. The participants noted the ongoing activities of the Global Mechanism to
facilitate resource mobilization for supporting the UNCCD implementation. At the
same time, they were encouraged to learn of recent positive steps taken by the GEF
Council to pursue the designation of "land degradation" as one of the focal areas
under the Global Environment Facility (GEF). It was pointed out that the GEF is
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not officially designated as a financing mechanism for the UNCCD, unlike the other
Rio multilateral environmental conventions. Clarification was sought as to the
process for pursuing the adoption of a statutory clause that would designate the
GEF as an official financing mechanism to ensure access to GEF resources for the
UNCCD process.

While Pacific islands called for catalytic support at national level to assist
them in discharging their obligations under the UNCCD, they recognise the usefulness
of exchange and cooperation between affected Parties. In this respect some linkages
should be established with the Asian regional thematic programme networks (TPNs)
which were deemed as useful models for pursuing subregional collaboration in the
South Pacific. TPN1 on desertification monitoring and assessment was said to be
of great relevance to drought forecasting, drought mitigation, land use monitoring,
remote sensing and land use planning. TPN2 on agroforestry and soil conservation
in dry land areas was also regarded as an interesting collaborative network for the
Pacific island countries. It was suggested to pursue collaborative initiatives to
address these issues in the context of the South Pacific subregion so as to carry
out meaningful and cost-effective programmes

2. Assessment on drought, land degradation and policy responses

A sea level rise is not the only climatic induced threat of concerns to the
Parties of the subregion. Drought has been hitting the subregion causing damage
to water supply and food security systems. It occurs cyclically and the regularity
of its occurrence requires the countries concerned to adopt drought mitigation
measures including the development of early warning systems and water harvesting
schemes. However, its occurrence is not at the frequency that keeps the countries
continuously preparing for drought. Disruption of activities to enhance drought
preparedness and the application of early warning systems often makes it difficult
to respond in a timely and sufficient manner to reverting drought.

Population pressures increase demands for land conversion and lead to the
cultivation of slopes and other marginal areas. The process has been causing land
degradation through soil and water erosion. Inappropriate farming practices and
draining of persistent organic pollutants have been exacerbating land degradation.
Consideration needs to be given to making the operation of land tenure systems more
conducive to sustainable use of land and prevention of land degradation. Lands
owned by overseas residents are often converted to forms of land use that
substantially reduce tree and vegetation covers. Increasing efforts have been made
to implement environmental impact assessments prior to the initiation of the field
works. These have been functioning as safety measures to restrain land conversion
to non-sustainable and ecology-destructive use. Nevertheless the participants
perceive the potential of the UNCCD to further strengthen legislation and practices
more compatible with the objectives of mitigating drought and combating land
degradation.

The countries have been strengthening the institutional set-up to effectively
respond to the challenge of drought mitigation and land degradation control. Much
remains to be done. The UNCCD implementation requires more integrated planning,
the involvement of various government agencies and the mobilization of land users
through a participatory process. Interdepartmental cooperation is called for in
the light of the fact that drought mitigation and land degradation control involves
a wide range of issues. The range of crosscutting issues that underline drought
mitigation and land degradation control, must be addressed by a variety of national
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and subregional bodies such as SPREP, SPC, the Forum Secretariat, FAO, UNDP, SOPAC,
ESCAP, etc. and stake holders involved in UNCCD related activities. The involvement
of multiple actors makes effective agency coordination at the same time imperative
and difficult. Awareness raising and information exchanges are priorities.

3. Highlights and priority activities in the UNCCD implementation

Participants identified the need for progress in a number of critical areas.
The following are highlighted as major challenges that remain to be priority
activities in the UNCCD implementation. Substantive needs were identified for:

(a) Developing watershed management and water resource management measures to
overcome the present shortcomings and deficiencies in water storage, irrigation,
rain water harvesting, water catchment facilities, infrastructures and water supply
and sanitation schemes;

(b) Strengthening institutional capacities of the government, research institutes
and farmers' association, and building capacities of local and national
stakeholders;

(c) Identifying and disseminating the technologies that are suitable and/or
effective for promoting water catchment and natural resource management, with due
attention to traditional knowledge and the transfer of appropriate technology;

(d) Enlarging the information network on drought mitigation and land degradation
control measures across the islands; and

(e) Transboundary, subregional and regional collaboration in order to synchronise
and upscale efforts to mitigate drought and combat land degradation.

4. Resource mobilisation and partnership arrangements

Resource mobilization remains a common challenge for the Pacific Island
countries. The following are recommended actions for promoting the mobilization
of financing and technical resources for the UNCCD implementation:

(a) Systematic identification of win-win options by linking drought mitigation
and land degradation measures with those that can generate immediate income benefits
to the local population such as agroforestry;

(b) Quantify the benefits of undertaking and implementing proper early warning
systems and mitigating/preventive measures vis-à-vis the cost of restoring degraded
areas and offsetting the negative impacts of drought and land degradation;

(c) Enhancing comprehensive approaches to address environment and sustainable
development policy objectives through pursuing synergistic policy measures that
would benefit the conservation of land based and marine biodiversity, the
preservation of migratory species and the protection of wetland ecosystems;

(d) Defining counter-measures against drought as climate adaptation measures where
feasible subject to bringing into force the Kyoto Protocol;
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(e) Pursuing contacts with donor countries and agencies in parallel at both the
national and subregional levels with a view to elicit a more decisive support to
the efforts of the island states for the preparation of national reports on the
UNCCD implementation and the launching of the initial steps of the NAP; and

(f) Identification of a subregional focal point for the UNCCD in this subregion
to facilitate or coordinate the activities of the UNCCD.

Subregional activities

Subregional collaboration among island states is considered as a must as it
has the potential to simultaneously promote the UNCCD implementation at the national
and subregional levels. A request was made to the UNCCD secretariat to pursue
modalities for supporting subregional initiatives in collaboration with its partner
bodies and agencies. The following is highlighted as possible areas of
collaboration in the Pacific.

(a) Organizing subregional workshops on formulation of field project proposals;

(b) Promoting subregional level approaches to resource mobilization and
partnership arrangements;

(c) Undertaking subregional case study on agroforestry and water harvesting
technologies and techniques,

(d) Facilitating collaboration with FAO, SPREP (South Pacific Regional Environment
Programme), SPC (Secretariat of the Pacific Community)/Agroforestry Unit, the Forum
Secretariat, UNDP, SOPAC (South Pacific Applied Geo-Science Commission), ESCAP and
the Asian Productivity Center.
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Annex I

Report
Working Group on Community Driven Integrated Management of Land Based Resources

as Counter-measures against drought and land degradation
(Working Group 1)

Working Group Leader: I. Ratukalou (Fiji)
Rapporteur: M. Kobayashi (UNCCD) and A. Mathias (FAO-Samoa)

Participants: A. Herman (Cook Islands), C. Nemra (Marshall Islands), C. Kaluwin
(AMSA-Samoa), A. M. Simati (Tuvalu), G. Aitaro (Palau), J. Apinas (Papua New
Guinea), J. Sel (Vanuatu) and L. Malua (Samoa)

· Introduction and assessments

The participants highlighted the significance of drought, land degradation
and their impacts and they stressed a great deal of needs to promote activities to
mitigate the effects of drought, combat land degradation, increase land productivity
and enhance land based natural resource management.

A number of initiatives, studies and assessments have been carried out at the
national and subregional levels in the Pacific regarding agroforestry and water
resource management as key measures to achieve the above-mentioned objectives. Some
of those activities have been successful in ameliorating water catchment, water use
efficiency and land productivity.

PACIFICLAND is one of such initiatives launched in 1991 to promote the
application of technologies for improving land management involving Fiji, Papua New
Guinea, Vanuatu, Samoa, Solomon Islands and Tonga. PACIFICLAND was concluded in
June 1999 despite a need for further continuation and its reactivation would be
called for in the UNCCD context.

The Pacific Regional Agriculture Programme is another example of the
initiatives to promote agroforestry and agriculture in the South Pacific. It was
carried from 1995 to 1999 and the countries that participated in the programme
should document its further relevance to the Convention and pursue funding to
continue the activities.

It is deemed essential to enhance the overall impacts of agroforestry and
water harvesting measures as part of key elements for mitigating the effects of
drought and combating land degradation. For this purpose, innovative perspectives
are required to merge conventional agroforestry and natural resource management with
environment conservation measures such as reforestation, regeneration of drought
affected and degraded land areas and prevention of soil erosion.

· Proposed activities and suggested actions

National level activities

The following elements are highlighted as areas where further intervention
measures are required and deemed effective to achieve the targeted objectives.
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1. Formulation of national action programmes to mitigate drought and combat land
degradation building upon the existing policy instruments,

2. Strengthening and invigorating the implementation process of existing policy
measures on land use and management,

3. Promotion of field project implementations addressing:
· Afforestation/reforestation
· Agroforestry
· Water catchment, water harvesting, rainwater harvesting
· Improvement of ground water resource use
· Soil conservation
· Land information system development
· Desalinization
· Creation of conservation areas
· Coastal protection
· Dissemination of information and techniques
· Capacity building
· Improving the application of drought forecasting and early warning

systems

Subregional activities

1. Subregional workshop on formulation of field project proposals

2. There are a considerable number of field project proposals that have been
already formulated, but have not yet received any funding. It was pointed out that
such proposals need to be refined reflecting innovative perspectives to maximize
their potential benefits and the scope of beneficiaries. For this reason, It was
proposed to convene subregional workshops so as to enable national stakeholders to
formulate project proposals in a way to be qualified for funding by donor countries
and agencies.

3. Subregional case study on agroforestry and water harvesting technologies and
techniques

Many of the Pacific island countries have been implementing agroforestry and
water harvesting that have been effective in enhancing drought preparedness and
promoting sustainable use of land based resources thus preventing land degradation.
However, there are needs for further empowering national and local stakeholders in
exploring the effective measures for agroforestry and water harvesting so as to fill
the gap between the local needs and provided responses. For these reasons, it was
proposed to undertake the subregional study on agroforestry and water harvesting
technologies and techniques in the Pacific islands. The following are suggested
as focus of the proposed study:

· Evaluating past and ongoing agroforestry and water harvesting
technologies and techniques,

· Standardizing the data and data collection procedures,
· Strengthening human and institutional capacities,
· Identifying useful traditional knowledge and advanced technologies,
· Developing a framework for formulating various benchmarks and

indicators.
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The objectives of the proposed study could include among others such as:

· identification of the countries’ common and varying needs for
agroforestry, water harvesting and capacity building,

· measures for enhancing cooperation, partnership and awareness, and
· measures for strengthening the capacities of stakeholders.

The activities of the proposed study shall include among others:

· preparing country reports presenting review and analysis of
agroforestry, water harvesting, drought mitigating and land degradation
control measures, delineating activities and their impacts,

· supporting national focal points/focal technical institutes,
· establishing networks, and
· proposing and identifying mechanisms and frameworks for empowering

stakeholders to carry out the proposed activities.

The outcomes of the proposed study shall include among others:

· recommendations and designation of the focal points, technical experts
and focal institutions for subregional activities on agroforestry and
water harvesting in the South Pacific,

· establishment of the sub-regional network on agroforestry and water
harvesting,

· Increased collaboration with the existing Asian TPN2, and
· Enhanced efforts for mobilizing financial resources for the proposed

network activities.

4. Formulation and adoption of subregional strategies for mitigating drought and
combating land degradation

It was suggested that the formulation of subregional policy instruments would
be useful to steer the collective efforts to mitigate drought and combat land
degradation. Such a policy instrument can also serve as a manifestation of the
Island countries’ commitment to these areas and as a basis for promoting subregional
collaboration.

5. Subregional level approach to resource mobilization and partnership
arrangements

As resource mobilization remains a common challenge for the Pacific island
countries undertaking activities to mitigate the effects of drought and combat land
degradation through effective agroforestry and water harvesting, it was suggested
to synchronize the approach for the resource mobilization at the subregional level.
For these purpose, it was deemed useful to utilize the schemes of the subregional
technical workshops on project formulations.

6. Collaboration with FAO, SPREP (South Pacific Regional Environment Programme),
SPC (Secretariat of the Pacific Community)/Agroforestry Unit, and SOPAC

It was suggested that it would be indispensable to identify the subregional
organization or the international organizations as supportive institutions or
collaborating bodies. Such bodies should have permanent representation or
substantive presence in the sub-region as focal institutions or collaborating
partners to support the variety of proposed activities related to mitigating drought
and combating land degradation in particular agroforestry and water harvesting.
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Annex II

Report
Working Group 2: Exploration of Capacity Building Initiatives for

Early Warning Systems and Drought Mitigation

Chairperson: Mr. T. Tupou (Tonga)

Participants: Ms. Tania Temata (Cook Islands), M. Paniani (Samoa), Rona Meleisea
(Samoa), Ms. Ann Kitalong (Palau), Mr. Dennis Ivarami (Papua New Guinea), Mr.
Johnny Koanapo (Vanuatu), Mr. Ivan Linhart (Solomon Islands), Mr. Poni Faavae
(Tuvalu), and Mr. Henry K. Taiki (WMO)

Rapporteurs: Mr. Wolf Forstreuter and Mr. Pak Sum Low

. Introduction

The participants first exchanged information regarding specific issues and
problems related to drought mitigation and land degradation encountered in their
countries. These included the lack of financial resources, the lack of technical
capacity and technological capacity (e.g., expertise, relevant maps, and equipment,
etc.) in various areas to undertake a range of urgent activities that address
drought mitigation and land degradation. Drought forecasts and early warning
systems are most critical for preparing and planning for drought. The lead time
for the prediction of the onset of drought has profound implications for drought
preparedness.

The participants emphasized the importance and the need for both short-term
and long-term integrated planning and strategies, which must be built on the basis
of sustainable land and water resources management. Capacity building that includes
education and training is a key issue that needs to be addressed at all levels.
Community participation; public awareness; communication, information networking,
coordination and dissemination; promotion of indigenous technologies and
information, are also important elements that need to be included in these
strategies.

The WMO representative provided a brief account of the activities undertaken
by WMO. He pointed out that the tropical cyclone warning systems have been
established and initiatives have been undertaken in the area of early warning for
droughts. The scope of early warning systems needs to be further expanded and
strengthened.

The participants used a LogFrame matrix to formulate a project concept, as
shown in Table 1 attached, and as briefly described below.

. Overall Project Goal

"To reduce the negative social, economic and ecological impacts of drought and land

degradation through sustainable land and water management in the Pacific Island

Countries."
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. Project Purpose

The aim of the project is to prepare the stakeholders (governmental and non-
governmental organizations, urban and rural communities, landowners, farmers,
fisherfolk, etc.) in the Pacific Island Countries for mitigating drought and
combating land degradation, so as to achieve the overall goal.

Expected Project Results

In order to prepare stakeholders, five project results were identified:

. Reliable and useable early warning systems through a) user friendly
programs b) land use maps c) existence of reliable data and d)
appropriate research results

. Adequate monitoring system in place through a) land use maps b)
existence of reliable data

. Effective interaction among stakeholders

. Effective collaboration between government and NGOs

. Positive attitude of stakeholders towards sustainable land use

Description of Expected Project Results

The current drought early warning systems in the Pacific Island Countries are
inadequate, as the quarterly outputs are not frequent enough, and the presented
outputs are not user friendly. In addition, the warnings, which are based on
insufficient data, do not relate to the vulnerable parts of the ecosystems.

In order to overcome this shortcoming, drought forecasts should be presented
on a monthly basis in a user friendly manner. Forecasts should be related to
spatial data such as soil, groundwater and topographical relief so as to indicate
the vulnerable/affected areas. Meteorological data and analysis need to be improved
for more reliable forecasts.

Land use planning and management are lacking in all Pacific Island Countries.
Monitoring is essential to effective planning and management. The current knowledge
of the extent of environmental impacts of drought and land degradation is limited.
An annually updated GIS based land use map will show changes in agricultural,
forested and urban areas and also land degradation. Field data collection will add
to the spatial data source.

Currently different stakeholders do not interact with each other. It is
essential to convince them of the benefits of overall land use planning. Changes
of land use in one area can cause impact land use elsewhere. For example
deforestation in water catchments causes flooding of flat coastal areas during
cyclones.

NGOs are doing effective work in some Pacific Island Countries. However, the
effectiveness can be significantly increased if they interact better with official
government bodies. Integration into an overall land use planning is essential.

In many Pacific Island Countries the farmers and forest landowners do not
practise sustainable land use. It is essential to promote traditionally and proven
sustainable land management practices.



ICCD/COP(5)/INF.9
Page 32

. Project Activities

a) To establish improved early warning systems, it is necessary to develop an

inventory of the Pacific islands’ needs for early warning system. The conditions
in the island countries are very different and the specific needs have to be
addressed. To relate the drought warnings to spatial data, maps have to be created
and therefore GIS/RS units needs to be established or existing units needs to be
improved. Furthermore, more meteorological data is needed to ensure more reliable
forecasts. Focused research will produce more specific forecasts on the drought
impacts on vegetation and other environmental threats. GIS and RS training are
required to produce maps. Meteorological related training is necessary to produce
and interpret the forecasts.

b) To set up a land use monitoring system, which produce a yearly change
detection of the current land use, RS/GIS units need to be established or improved.
Annual satellite data need to be purchased, analysed and overlaid onto maps from
the previous year in order to visualise and quantify the change in land use and to
highlight any land degradation. The yearly change detection map needs to be
accompanied by a small report that is easily understood by the stakeholders.

c) To improve the interaction of stakeholders they need to be part of the land

use planning process. Demonstration of proven projects and the production of
educational material will be used by the extension service in the countries to
educate the stakeholders and promote cooperation. In some countries, extension
service in agriculture or forestry needs to be established or improved.

d) To initiate interaction between NGOs and government bodies memoranda of

understanding need to be formulated and signed to increase the effectiveness of NGOs
through the existing extension service. Regular networking through village meetings
is essential especially with women in order to have effective cooperation.

e) To create a positive attitude among farmers and forest landowners towards

sustainable land use management, education and training is necessary. The

information on the long-term benefits has to be transferred to the landowners. The
establishment of new extension services or improvement of existing services and
training are essential. Again, demonstration of successful projects and educational
material is very important, which has to be locally produced. The involvement of
land care groups is important and needs to be implemented.

. Implementation

A subregional UNCCD focal point within an existing regional body should be
identified upon the recommendations of the Council of Regional Organizations in the
Pacific (CROP).
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PART III

PACIFIC ISLAND SUBREGIONAL WORKSHOP ON INTEGRATION OF PRIORITY

ACTIVITIES RELATED TO MITIGATING DROUGHT AND COMBATING

LAND DEGRADATION IN THE ACP-EU PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT

Apia, Samoa, 24-25 May 2001

I. PROCEEDINGS OF THE WORKSHOP

The participants heard during the opening ceremony the address of the Hon.
Tuisugaletaua A.S. Aveau , Minister of Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries and &
Meteorology of the Governement of Samoa and the speeches of Mr. Hama Arba Diallo,
Executive Secretary of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD), of Dr. Pa’o Luteru, Assistant Secretary General of the ACP Group and of
Serge Ducasse, Resident Coordinator of the United Nations System.

They elected Mr Aiono Mose Su’a, Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Mr Casten Nemra, Director, International Development Assistance as Co-Chairmen and
Mrs. Ann Kitalong, Office of Environmental Response and Coordination, Palau as
Rapporteur.

The participants had fruitful exchanges and shared information on the status
of preparing and/or submitting ACP-EU Country Support Strategies (CSS) that are due
by the end of June 2001. While environmental protection, drought mitigation, land
degradation control and sustainable management of land based resources remain key
policy objectives in the respective countries, there is still a significant room
and need for mobilizing greater political and public support and resources to
promote activities in these areas.

The participants shared a view that the preparation and submission of CSSs
and National Indicative Programmes (NIPs) are part of the continuous process that
consists of different steps and stages. It was felt that taking into account the
priority themes and topics that were proposed for the CSSs and NIPs, efforts must
be persistently made to mainstream drought mitigation and land degradation control
activities in the implementation of ACP-EU partnership agreements.

It was pointed out that the environmental protection is indeed a cross-cutting
theme and a subject that is inextricably linked with human development such as
health and education. Mutual synergies must be cultivated to enhance complementarity
between the efforts made in respective sectors.

Further to the discussions that took place during the precedent UNCCD workshop
in Apia, participants discussed various environmental threats and sustainable
development policies. For instance, logging management was said to be a common
policy agenda for Pacific Island countries that is of relevance in the UNCCD
context. It was suggested to closely look into the components or sub-components
of the focal areas of the CSS so as to identify concrete areas where measures to
mitigate drought and combat land degradation could be accommodated as part of
project implementation areas.
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In the CSS formulation process, the Pacific Island countries have emphasized
the bottom-up approach that coincides with the CCD principle. They took note that
the organization of national forum in the UNCCD process elsewhere has served as a
framework for involving a wide range of stakeholders. The forum also serves as a
leverage to raise the public awareness, political support and to mainstream drought
mitigation, land degradation control and sustainable management of land-based
resources in the national policy agenda.

It was reported that the preparation of land use inventories was proposed for
the CSS. Such a work could be led to promote land use and vegetation cover
monitoring and develop remote sensing schemes so as to enhance the capacities for
land use and environmental management planning.

Participants expressed their thanks to the Government of Samoa and to the
UNCCD and ACP Secretariats for the organisation of this meeting that brought a
needed focus on land degradation and drought issues in Pacific Island countries.

II. CONCLUSIONS OF THE WORKSHOP

The Participants of the South Pacific Sub-Regional Workshop on the Integration

of Priority Activities related to Mitigating Drought and Combating Land Degradation,

Including National Authorizing Officers and the UNCCD Focal Points,

Having carefully reviewed the provisions of the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement
(referred to as the “Cotonou Agreement”) and of the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification and having found significant areas of convergence between
their advocated strategies,

Mindful of the need to facilitate the timely and cost effective implementation
of the Cotonou Agreement as a critically important multilateral instrument for
poverty eradication,

Recalling the Declaration on Commitment adopted by the Parties of the UNCCD
at the 4th Conference of the Parties held in Bonn in December 2000,

Further recalling that the eradication of poverty is the core objective of
the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement as well as a guiding principle throughout the
provisions of the UNCCD,

Recognizing the need to mainstream environmental concerns through synergies
and dialogue at all levels within the range of these two instruments that are
complementary sustainable development tools for the benefit of Parties,

have formulated the following recommendations:

A. Measures to be taken at national level

· Country Parties are invited to launch the process of elaboration and adoption
of priority measures and/or to formulate their NAP, with the view to finalising them
before the end of 2005. (See decision 8/COP.4).

· The UNCCD focal points are encouraged to approach the National Authorising
Officers (NAOs) to ensure the inclusion of priority measures, including the elements
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of their future NAPs, into the Country Support Strategies (CSS) and subsequently
into the National Indicative Programmes (NIPs). Given the fact that the NIP
represents a rolling programming process, such elements can be further included
during the mid term and end term review of the NIP.

· To ensure that priority measures and/or NAPs are included in the CSS, the
UNCCD National Focal Points are required to maintain an extensive dialogue with
decision making officers of concerned ministries, the NAO and the European Community
Heads of Delegation based in the country or the region. They should emphasise the
relevance of integrating the priority programmes in combating land degradation and
mitigating drought in the CSS and the NIPs.

· The participants are urged to fully brief, as appropriate, the respective NAO
under whose portfolio falls the development of the CSS, and provide information on
the two UNCCD workshops held in Apia and on the priority measures and projects to
be included under the CSS.

· Since UNCCD related measures and future NAPs represent governmental priorities
to discharge obligations under a multilateral environmental agreement, the concerned
Ministries, mainly those of Agriculture, Environment, Economic Planning and Finance
should jointly advocate these issues in the appropriate national forums. The
resulting exchanges will facilitate a convergent dialogue and inclusion of pertinent
activities in the NIPs.

· The UNCCD National Focal Point should study the CSS documents already
submitted and formulate proposals for NAP action to be reflected in the selected
focal areas or in an appropriate non-focal area. The focal point then should present
this initiative to the National Authorising Officer for review, exchanges and
inclusion into the NIP.

· The UNCCD National Focal Point in collaboration with the NAO should receive
some catalytic support to formulate such activities, disseminate information and
raise awareness with concerned stakeholders on the need to include the UNCCD
priorities in the finalised National Indicative Programme.

· The UNCCD National Focal Point, in collaboration with the NAO, are invited
to call for a joint dialogue among the EU Member States, ESCAP, UNDP, FAO, WMO and
the European Union Heads of Delegation. Consultations should facilitate inclusion
of pertinent priority measures and/or of the NAPs on an ongoing basis, bearing in
mind that, under the Cotonou Agreement progress in the implementation of the NIP
is systematically reviewed.

· The UNCCD National Focal Points, while developing proposals, is urged to
facilitate synergies with measures delivering obligations under the two related UN
Conventions on Climate Change and Biodiversity, taking into account their
interrelated nature.

· The UNCCD National Focal Point in collaboration with the NAO may, by utilising
Article 71 of the Cotonou Agreement, which supports decentralised co-operation
programmes, directly send in programme proposals to the European Community Head of
Delegation for funding. It is important to note that the proposals are not
necessarily required to fit into the sectoral priorities of the NIP, they can also
venture into areas that are a priority for the NAP.
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· The specific sectors of NAPs which strongly emphasise awareness raising and
capacity building could benefit from the European Community budget line of
decentralised co-operation which aims to provide strategic funding to strengthen
programmes of the civil society organisations such as NGOs and CBOs.

· The NAOs, acknowledging that the European Community is a Party to the UNCCD,
should take a proactive role in developing, together with the UNCCD focal point,
proposals that ensure the allocation of adequate resources for the sustainable use
of land based natural resources, while securing the active participation of civil
society stake holders in UNCCD projects.

A. Measures to be taken at Subregional and Regional levels

· It was agreed that options at the national and regional levels should be
reviewed in an integrated manner. SPREP is being requested to coordinate the
elaboration and implementation of activities relevant under the UNCCD. It is
encouraged to work closely with NAO and relevant sub-regional institutions in
formulating priority activities that can be included in the RSS/ RIP, in accordance
with the provisions of the Cotonou Agreement.

· NAOs should consider as a matter of urgency, proposals forwarded at the
Pacific Island Sub-Regional Workshop on Mitigating Drought & Combating Land
Degradation, held in Apia from 21 to 25 May 2001., and at this Workshop held in the
context of the implementation of the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement. They are
requested to support the formulation of projects for support under the RSS that will
be finalised at the forthcoming NAO-RAO Regional meeting, tentatively planned in
Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea, on 2nd July 2001.

· Subregional and regional civil society organizations dealing with land
degradation, should, to all extent possible, be associated to the consultative
process of elaborating and implementing the Regional Supports Strategies (RSS).

· Subregional institutions, such as SPREP, could initiate awareness and capacity
building programmes on trade and environment issues, in order to assist member
states to articulate their positions in the impending EU-ACP trade negotiations in
line with Articles 48 and 49 of the Cotonou Agreement.

B. Measures to be taken at the International Level

· The European Union Heads of Delegation, on behalf of the European Commission,
which is a Party to the UNCCD, are called upon to provide capacity building support
to the UNCCD focal points. They should endeavour to facilitate efforts at national,
subregional and regional levels aimed at identifying possible areas of cooperation.

· While the International Community is called upon to further facilitate the
speedy opening of a GEF window for land degradation related activities, the Resident
Co-ordinators of the United Nations are urged to assist affected countries in the
preparation of related programme development frameworks.
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C. Measures to be taken by the UNCCD and the ACP Secretariats

· The UNCCD and the ACP Secretariats should disseminate the conclusions of the
two Apia workshops and facilitate, upon request by the ACP Country Parties
concerned, the process of accessing EDF resources through the National Indicative
Programmes and other instruments.

· The Secretariats are also invited to pursue consultations with the SPREP and
Forum Secretariat to ensure that the advocated process of policy and programme
convergence can take hold at the subregional level to reflect the interests of all
member States concerned.

· The Secretariats are called upon to follow up on the required actions at the
national level through the provisions of the requisite support to enable countries
to elaborate their CSS and NIPs taking fully into account the recommendations above.

· As far as sub regional activities are concerned, both Secretariats are invited
to closely cooperate with SPREP and the Forum Secretariat to facilitate, as
appropriate, the necessary and timely follow-up towards the preparation and
subsequent review of the RSS and RIPs.

- - - - -
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