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. I NTRODUCTI ON

1. At the third session of the Conference of the Parties, the Executive
Secretary of the UNCCD was requested by decision 17/COP.3 to report on the
i npl ementation of that decision to the fourth session of the Conference of the
Parties (COP 4). He was also requested, inter alia:

(a) To further enhance the collaboration between the UNCCD secretariat and
the d obal Environment Facility (GEF), while fully integrating the d obal Mechani sm

(b) To continue to take steps to inplenment the nmenoranda of understandi ng
(MU), signed with other secretariats and institutions, and to develop simlar MU
with other institutional partners;

(c) To continue his consultations with the executive secretaries of other
rel evant conventions, particularly the United Nations Framework Convention on
d i mat e Change (UNFCCC), the Convention on Biol ogical Diversity (CBD) and t he Ransar
Convention on Wtlands, on arrangenents for liaison nodalities at the Headquarters
of the United Nations, with which they are institutionally linked, or with the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and/or any other rel evant |ocation;

(d) To cooperate with UNEP and the executive secretaries of other rel evant
conventions, particularly the UNFCCC, the CBD and the Ranmsar Convention, in
facilitating the exchange of scientific and technical information and experience in
order to enhance the |inkages anong various scientific bodies and pronote efficiency
in the reporting requirenments of Parties under rel evant conventions;

(e) To give special attention at the next Conference of the Parties to the
CBD and the UNFCCC, which have on their respective agendas a proposal for a work
programe on dryland biodiversity and a discussion on issues related to | and use,
| and use change and forestry.

2. Accordingly the Executive Secretary presented, under agenda item10, docunent
| CCDY COP(4)/6 on collaboration and synergies anmong the Ri o conventions for the
i npl ementation of the UNCCD. Docunment | CCD/COP(5)/6 presents the |[atest
devel opnents in the field of collaboration and synergies as well as the nost recent
relevant initiatives taken and results achieved in that field w th other conventions
and rel evant institutions.

I'1.  COLLABCORATI ON AND STRENGTHENI NG OF RELATI ONSH PS
W TH OTHER RELEVANT CONVENTI ONS

A.  Convention on Biological D versity

3. Fol l owi ng the decision of the fifth session of the Conference of the Parties
to the CBD on the el aboration of a joint work programe between the UNCCD and the
CBD, consultations on the developrment of the joint work progranme were further
devel oped. The UNCCD and the CBD secretariats constituted a contact group
specifically conceived for addressing this issue. The contact group held its first
meeting in Bonn, Germany in April-May 2001 with a viewto advi sing the CBD and UNCCD
on how to advance the inplenentation of the joint work programe.
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4. Through this joint work progranme, the secretariats of the CBD and UNCCD
agreed to encourage the strengthening, enactnment and coordi nati on of policies and
instruments that will pronote the devel opment of synergistic and conpl enentary
approaches in the inplenmentation of the environnental conventions at the country
| evel through, inter alia, denonstrabl e cases of convergence of objectives. The CBD
and UNCCD will also encourage and support the devel opment of policies pronoting
partici patory deci sion-making practices, as well as the best mix of scientific and
traditional know edge, in the sustainable and nultiple use of the biodiversity of
dry and sub-humid | ands, as well as the diversification of neans of production

5. The contact group also agreed that the overall aimof the programe of work
shoul d be the pronoti on of the common obj ectives of both conventions in dry and sub-
hum d | ands. Accordingly the elaboration and inplenmentation of the progranme of
wor k shoul d:

(a) Build upon existing know edge and ongoing activities and nanagenent
practices, and pronote a concerted response to fill know edge gaps whil e supporting
best managenent practices through partnership anong countries and institutions;

(b) Ensure harnmony with the other rel evant thematic programres of work under
t he Convention on Bi ol ogi cal Diversity, as well as the work on cross-cutting i ssues;

(c) Pronote synergy and coordination, and avoid unnecessary duplication,
bet ween rel ated conventions, particularly the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification, and the programres of various international organizations, while
respecting the nandat es and exi sti ng progranmmes of work of each organi zati on and t he
i ntergovernnmental authority of the respective governing bodies;

(d) Pronote effective st akehol der participation, i ncl udi ng the
identification of priorities, in planning, in research and in nonitoring and
eval uati ng research;

(e) Respond to national priorities through the inplenentation of specific
activities in a flexible and demand-dri ven nmanner;

(f) Support the devel opment of national strategies and progranmes and
pronote the integration of biological-diversity concerns in sectoral and cross-
sectoral plans, progranmes and policies, in furtherance of Article 6 of the
Convention on Biological Diversity, and in seeking harnonization and avoiding
duplication when undertaking activities relevant to other related conventions, in
particular the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification.

6. The programe of work is divided in two parts, "Assessnments"” and "Targeted
actions in response to identified needs", to be inplenented in parallel. Know edge
gai ned through the assessnments will hel p guide the responses needed, while | essons
| earned fromactivities will feed back into the assessnments. The programe wil |
al so endeavour to assenble and anal yse information on the state of the biol ogica
diversity of dry and sub-humid lands and the pressures on it, to dissemnate
exi sting know edge and best practices, and to fill know edge gaps, in order to
determ ne adequate activities.
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7. Ecosystens of dry and sub-hunmid lands tend to be naturally highly dynamc
systems. Assessnent of the status and trends of the biological diversity of dry and
sub-hum d lands is therefore particularly challenging. A better understanding of
the biological diversity of dry and sub-humid lands, its dynamics, its socio-
econom ¢ val ue and the consequences of its loss and change, is needed. This also
i ncludes the nmerits of short-termadaptive managenent practices conpared with | ong-
t er m managenent pl anni ng.

8. Thi s shoul d not, however, be seen as a prerequisite for targeted actions for
the conservation and sustai nable use of the biological diversity of dry and sub-
hum d | ands. [Indeed, | essons | earned frompractices, including indigenous and | ocal
comrunity practices, contribute to the know edge base. Since water constraints are
a defining characteristic of dry and sub-hum d |ands, effective water managenent
strategies underpin their successful managenent. This requires an appropriate
bal ance between the i medi ate water requirenents of humans and their |ivestock and
crops, and water required to maintain biodiversity and ecosystemintegrity.

9. The joint progranme of work is also based on the identification of a range
of activities considered priority ones. The contact group has accordingly listed
sone of these activities as foll ows:

Activity 1. Assessnment of the status and trends of the biological diversity of dry
and sub-hum d |ands, including |andraces, and the effectiveness of conservation
neasur es.

Activity 2. ldentification of specific areas within dry and sub-hunmid |ands of
particul ar val ue for biological diversity and/or under particular threat, such as,
inter alia, endem c species and lowlying wetlands, with reference to the criteria
in Annex | to the Convention on Biological Diversity.

Activity 3. Further devel opnent of indicators of the biological diversity of dry and
sub-humd lands and its loss, for the various ecosystem types, for use in the
assessnent of the status and trends of this biological diversity.

Activity 4. Building know edge on ecol ogi cal, physical and social processes that
af fect the biological diversity of dry and sub-hunid | ands, especially ecosystem
structure and functioning (e.g., grazing, droughts, floods, fires, tourism
agricultural conversion or abandonnent).

Activity 5. Identification of the local and gl obal benefits, including soil and
wat er conservation, derived from the biological diversity of dry and sub-humd
| ands, assessnent of the socio-econonic inpact of its |oss, and the undertaki ng of
studies on the interrelationship between biodiversity and poverty, including
analysis of: (i) the benefits from biodiversity for poverty alleviation, and (ii)
the inpact of biodiversity conservation on the poorest.

Activity 6. Identification and di ssem nation of best managenent practices, including
t he know edge, innovations and practices of indigenous and | ocal conmunities, that
can be broadly applied, consistent with the programre of work under the Convention
on Biological Diversity, Article 8(j) and rel ated provi sions.
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Activity 7. Pronotion of specific neasures for the conservati on and sust ai nabl e use
of the biological diversity of dry and sub-hum d | ands, through:

(a) The use and the establishnment of additional protected areas and the
devel opnent of further specific neasures for the conservation of the biol ogical
diversity of dry and sub-humid | ands, including the strengthening of nmeasures in
exi sting protected areas, investnment in the devel opnent and pronoti on of sustai nabl e
livelihoods, including alternative livelihoods, and conservati on nmeasures;

(b) The rehabilitation or restoration of the biological diversity of
degraded dry and sub-humid | ands, with the associ ated benefits arising thereof, such
as soil and water conservation

(c) The managenent of invasive alien species;
(d) The sust ai nabl e nanagenent of dry and sub-hum d | and producti on systens;
(e) The appropriate managenent, and sustai nabl e use of, water resources;

(f) \Where necessary, the conservation in situ as well as ex situ, as a
complenent to the latter, of the biological diversity of dry and sub-hunm d | ands,
taki ng due account of better understanding of climate variability in devel oping
effective in situ biological conservation strategies;

(g) The econonic valuation of the biological diversity of dry and sub-hum d
| ands, as well as the devel opnment and use of economic instrunents and the pronotion
of the introduction of adaptive technol ogi es whi ch enhance the productivity of dry
and sub-hum d | ands ecosyst ens;

(h) The sustainabl e use or husbandry of plant and ani mal bi omass, through
adapti ve nanagenent, bearing in mnd potential population fluctuations in dry and
sub-hum d |l ands, and the support by Parties of national policies, |egislation and
| and- use practices which pronote effective bi odi versity conservati on and sust ai nabl e
use;

(i) The establishnent and pronotion of training, education and public
awar eness;

(j) Thefacilitation and i nprovenent of the availability, accessibility and
exchange of information on sustainable use of the biological diversity of dry and
sub- hum d | ands;

(k) The establishnment and pronotion of research and devel opnent progranmres
with a focus on, inter alia, building |ocal capacity for the effective conservation
and sustai nabl e use of the biological diversity of dry and sub-hum d | ands;

(1) Cooperation with the Ranmsar Convention on Wtlands and the Convention
on the Conservation of Mgratory Species with regard to, inter alia, integrated
cat chment managenent i ncorporating wetl ands ecosystens as integral parts of dry and
sub- hum d | ands, and the creation of m gratory-species corridors across dry and sub-
hum d | ands during seasonal periods, as well as cooperation with the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of WIld Fauna and Flora (CITES) with
regard to rare and endangered species in dry and sub-hunm d | ands;
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(m Cooperation with all relevant conventions, in particular with the
Convention to Conbat Desertification, with respect to, inter alia, the sustainable
use of the biological diversity of dry and sub-hum d | ands, the application of the
ecosystem approach, and assessnment of the status and trends of this biological
diversity as well as its threats.

Activity 8. Pronotion of responsible resource nanagenent, at appropriate |evels,
appl yi ng the ecosystemapproach, through an enabling policy environment, including,
inter alia:

(a) Strengthening of appropriate local institutional structures for resource
managenent , supporting i ndi genous and | ocal techni ques of resource use which enabl e
conservati on and sustainable use in the long term and/or conbining appropriate
existing institutions and techniques with innovative approaches to enabl e synergi es;

(b) Decentralization of nanagenent to the |owest |evel, as appropriate
keeping in mnd the need for conmon resource nanagenent and wi th due consi deration
for, inter alia, involving indigenous and | ocal conmunities in planni ng and managi ng
proj ects;

(c) Creating or strengthening appropriate institutions for Iand tenure and
conflict resolution;

(d) Encouraging bilateral and subregi onal cooperation to address
transboundary issues (such as facilitating access to transboundary rangel ands), as
appropriate, and in accordance with national Ilegislation and internationa
agr eenent s;

(e) Harnoni zi ng sectoral policies andinstrunments to pronote the conservation
and the sustainable use of the biological diversity of dry and sub-humd | ands
including, inter alia, by taking advantage of existing national action programmes
under the Convention to Conbat Desertification franeworks at the country | evel, as
wel | as, as appropriate, other existing and rel evant sectoral plans and policies.

Activity 9. Support for sustainable livelihoods through, inter alia

(a) Diversifying sources of incone to reduce negative pressures on the
bi ol ogi cal diversity of dry and sub-hum d | ands;

(b) Pronoting sustainable harvesting including of wildlife, as well as
ranchi ng, includi ng gane-ranchi ng;

(c) Exploringinnovative sustainabl e uses of the biol ogical diversity of dry
and sub-humid lands for local inconme generation, and pronmoting their w der
application;

(d) Devel opi ng markets for products derived fromthe sustai nabl e use of the
bi ol ogi cal diversity in dry and sub-humi d | ands, addi ng val ue to harvested produce;

(e) Establishing nechani sns and frameworks for pronoting fair and equitable
sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of the genetic resources of
dry and sub-hum d | ands, including bioprospecting.
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10. These activities are to be carried out through a consolidation of information
fromvari ous ongoi ng sources, including those under ot her international conventions,
the d obal bserving Systens, and other progranmes. This process woul d draw upon
t he ongoi ng wor k of these existing progranmres, with additional catal ytic activities,
such as wor kshops, further use of the clearing-house nmechani smunder the Convention
on Biological Diversity, and partnershi ps between organi zati ons, including, where
appropriate, joint activities of the secretariats of the conventions.

11. It was al so agreed that in carrying out these activities, due attenti on woul d
be paid to other fundanental aspects, such as:

(a) Targeted research, including existing programes of international and
nati onal research centres and research systens and ot her rel evant international or
regional programmes, with additional funding for priority work needed to overcone
barriers to the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of the biological diversity of dry
and sub-hum d | ands;

(b) Miltidisciplinary and interdisciplinary case studies on nanagenent
practices, carried out primarily by national and regional institutions, including
civil-society organizations and research institutions, wth support from
i nternational organizations for catal yzing the preparation of studies, nobilizing
funds, dissem nating results, and facilitating feedback and | essons | earned to case
study providers and policy makers. New resources could be required for the
pronotion of such studies, to analyse the results and to provi de necessary capacity-
bui | di ng and hunman-resource devel opnent;

(c) Dissemination of information and capacity-building required by
assessnent activities;

(d) Capacity-building, particularly at the national and |ocal |evels, as
well as investnent in the devel opnent and pronotion of sustainable |ivelihoods,
including alternative livelihoods, and conservati on nmeasures, through participatory
and bottomup processes, with funding frombilateral and nultilateral sources, and
catal ytic support frominternational organizations;

(e) Establishnment of an international network of designated denonstration
sites to facilitate the sharing of information and experience in inplenmenting the
programme of work, as well as to denobnstrate and to pronbte conservation and
sustai nabl e use integration in the context of dry and sub-hum d | ands;

(f) Case studies on the successful managenent of dry and sub-hum d | ands
whi ch could be dissem nated through, inter alia, the clearing house nechani sm

(g) Inproved consultation, coordination and information-sharing, including,
inter alia, documentation on the know edge and practices of indigenous and | ocal
communities, within countries anong respective focal points and |ead institutions
relevant to the inplenmentation of the Convention to Conbat Desertification, the
Convention on Biological Diversity and other relevant global conventions and
programes, facilitated by the secretariats of the various conventions and other
i nternational organizations;
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(h) Enhanced interaction between the work progranmes of the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity and the Convention to Conbat Desertification, through, inter
alia, the regional networks and action plans of the latter, drawi ng upon the
el ements contained in the note by the Executive Secretary on possible el enents of
a joint work progranme between the two secretariats on the biological diversity of
dry and sub-hum d | ands (UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 5/ 1 NF/ 15) in determining priorities for this
i nteraction;

(i) Partnerships between all rel evant stakehol ders at all |evels, including
i nternational organizations and programmes, as well as national and | ocal partners,
scientists and | and users.

12. The contact group also agreed on the inportance of identifying targeted
actions in response to identified needs in order to pronote the conservation of the
bi ol ogi cal diversity of dry and sub-humid |ands, the sustainable use of its
conponents and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the
utilization of its genetic resources, and to conbat the | oss of biol ogical diversity
in dry and sub-humd |lands and its soci o-economni ¢ consequences.

13. The activity needed to pronpte the conservation and sustai nabl e use of the
bi ol ogi cal diversity of dry and sub-hum d | ands will depend on the state of the dry
and sub-hum d | ands resources and the nature of the threats.

14. Hence, a range of options needs to be considered, fromsustainable useto in
situ and ex situ conservation. Many dry and sub-humid |and resources must be
managed at the | evel of watersheds, or at higher spatial |levels, inplying conmunity
or inter-comunity, rather than individual, nanagenent. This is often further
complicated by multiple user groups (e.g., agriculturalists, pastoralists and
fisherfolk) and the nmigratory habits of sone ani mal species and users of biol ogica

diversity. Institutions need to be developed or strengthened to provide for
bi ol ogi cal diversity nanagenent at the appropriate scale and for conflict
resol ution.

15. Sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity in dry and sub-humd |ands may
require the devel opnent of alternative |livelihoods, and the creation of markets and
other incentives to enable and pronote responsibl e use.

16. Wthin this joint work programme, it is proposed that Parties and other
bodi es be requested to report on its inplenmentation through appropriate sections of
the national reports on biological diversity and desertification prepared for the
Conference of the Parties of both conventions as well as other rel evant conventi ons,
with due regard to, inter alia, pronoting harnoni zation, avoiding duplication, and
enhanci ng transparency. Thereafter, the inplenentation of the programme is to be
reviewed as determ ned by the Conference of the Parties.

17. Wth regard to inplenentation of the joint work programme at the country
| evel, the contact group recommended that the UNCCD and CBD secretariats, in
collaboration with the GEF secretariat and other relevant partners, should
facilitate the preparation of suitable project proposals by countries, in order for
the projects to qualify for support fromthe d obal Environment Facility, under the
unbrella of the joint work progranme.
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B. United Nations Franework Convention on dinmate Change

18. Fol I owi ng up on the various policy recommendations made by the COP with a
view to further devel opi ng cooperation between the UNCCD and t he UNFCCC, as well as
on the programme of work of the UNFCCC as defined by decision 5/ COP.4, the
secretariats of the UNCCD and UNFCCC have continued their periodic consultations
with the objective of better defining areas wth potential for imediate
col | abor ati on. Accordingly, the secretariats have continued their exchange of
information and joint participation in technical and scientific neetings. In this
regard, the UNCCD secretariat was invited by the UNFCCC secretariat to participate
in aworkshop to devel op draft gui delines for the preparation of national adaptation
programes of action (NAPAs) for | east devel oped countries (LDCs) at a neeting held
i n Kanpal a, Uganda from 25 to 27 April 2001. The neeting was attended by UNFCCC
focal points fromseveral LDCs (Bangl adesh, Burkina Faso, the Denocratic Republic
of the Congo, Ganbia, Malawi, Mli, Myzanbi que, Nepal, Sudan, Tuvalu, Uganda and
Vanuatu), as well as a nunber of resource persons.

19. On that occasion the UNCCD secretariat gave a pr esentation on “les sons
learned” with regard to the deve lopment and implementation of national action

programmes (NAPs) for the UNCCD focusing on process-oriented issues and fundamental

principles highlighted in the UNCCD. Participants were eager to learn more about

mechanisms for consultation with civil society, as well as about means of increasing

public involvement and awareness in the decision-making p rocess relating to
adaptation activities. As part of its presentation, the UNCCD secretariat proposed

a number of areas where future collaboration with the UNCCD secretariat could be
beneficial, beginning with an exchange of lists of focal points in order to promote

cooperation at the local level. The need to develop synergies at all le vels was

encouraged by participants.

20. It was also stressed t hat a NAPA should be based on existing plans,
programmes of action and studies. Given that many national action programmes for

the UNCCD provided an opportunity for various stakeholders to identify their

priorities during public consultations, several participants at the Kampala meeting

suggested that the NAP could be used as a basis for prioritizing adaptive measures

within the NAPA, where relevant.

21. Initially, the resource persons who prepared the background document on the
NAPA suggested that adequate baseline data, and the technologies to process the
data, already exist in most LDCs to allow detailed proposals to be made, either
locally or through regional collaboration. While it may be true that certain types

of data related to assessing risk of drought and flooding may be available through

the work of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and various donor-funded
projects, the UNCCD secretariat disagreed that such data were readily accessible to
LDCs, and noted that most LDCs lack the capacity to analyse the data, especially in

the area of vulnerability assessment (Reference was made to the findings of the Ad
Hoc Working G roup). Participants from LDCs agreed with this perspective, and
insisted on the need to include capacity-building initiatives in the NAPA process.

22. Ongoing consultations between the UNCCD and UNFCCC secretariats also cover
considerations pertaining to the definition and adoption of a joint work programme

along the lines of the process launched between the UNCCD and the CBD secretariat.

Both secretariats share the same views regarding potential for concrete synergies

in this field.
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23. The need to engage in a joint work programme to address issues related to
sustai nabl e livelihoods of populations in arid, sem-arid and dry sub-hum d areas
of devel opi ng regions, within the frameworks of the UNCCD and UNFCCC, is pronpted
by the fact that these two conventions are sustai nabl e devel opnent-rel ated and have
great simlarities. The livelihoods of people in these ecosystens are threatened
by vari ous environnental problens, including drought and desertification, for which
joint action is necessary in order to enable them to adapt and to sustain
t hensel ves. The unity of purpose of the two conventi ons necessitates engagenent in
j oi nt programres based on their respective commonalties. Hence, it is necessary to
adopt a unified approach as the nost rational way forward i n addressi ng the comon
objectives of the two conventions. This would facilitate pooling of the
conventions’ reso urces for a common course, thus facilitating efficient resource

utilization for the implementation of these objectives. A joint effort would also

assist the two conventions in tackling the challenges they both face. Furthermore,

this approach is cons istent with relevant provisions of the UNFCCC and the UNCCD

which emphasize the need to meet the specific concerns of developing country

Parties, arising from the adverse effects of climate change and/or the impact ofthe

implementation of response measures, especially on various particular categories of

countries, including those in arid and semi-arid areas.

24.  Accordingly, and having agreed on the pr inciple of a joint collaborative
arrangement, the two secretariats are in the process of defining the framework and
scope of the intended joint programme.

25. In accordance with the pronouncements m ade in  the two conventions on the
occasions of their respective Conferences of the Parties, regarding collaboration,
the principal objectives of the joint programme would be as follows:

(@) To pursue the objectives of the UNCCD and the UNFCCC, as they relate to
areas prone to drought and/or desertification in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid
areas of developing countries;

(b) To develop synergies among the two conventions, considering that they
are both sustainable development-related;

(c) Toalignthe maininterests ofthe two conventions andimplementactions
for harnessing those interests at the local level;

(d) Toexamine adaptation strategies for arid, semi-arid, dry and sub-humid
regions and means of incorporating them in national programmes;

(e) To foster coordination and effective collaboration among local
stakeholdersinthe implementation of relevant aspects of the two conventions, thus
avoiding duplication of effort and resources.

26. This  programme should target concrete and specific outputs such as a
comprehensive framew ork for collaboration between the UNCCD and the UNFCCC on

climate change in arid, semi-arid, dry and sub-humid areas. The programme should

also propose modalities for elaborating the joint UNCCD/UNFCCC work programme, to

make it more responsive to the crucial issues it is meant to address, especially at

country level.
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27. Suggestions for devel oping and pronoting synergy with other actors in the
i mpl erent ati on of common areas of interest in the two conventions should al so be
targeted, in order to utilize joint resources effectively. Furthernore, proposals
relating to adaptation strategies for the effects of drought and desertification
should be tabled, together with nodalities for prioritizing the strategies and
appropriately linking themwi th national priorities.

28. Following the joint initiative taken by the UNCCD and UNFCCC executive
secretaries on comon administrative services and the agreenment reached on the
principle of this initiative, the Executive Secretary of each organization has
appoi nted senior staff to work out the nodalities and the sequencing of such an
operation. Consultations with United Nati ons headquarters and United Nations Ofice
at Ceneva (UNOG) are maintained on this issue with a viewto defining a nutually
beneficial agreenent.

C. Convention on Wtl ands (Ransar)

29. Wthin the framework of their agreed periodic consultations programe, the
secretariats of the UNCCD and Ransar have net on several occasions, either at the
occasi on of international conferences or at their respective headquarters. These
consultations are essentially centred around the inplenentation of the MJU signhed
in 1998, and focus on the foll ow ng issues:

(a) ldentification of areas of cooperation between Ranmsar, the UNCCD, the
CBD and ot her partners;

(b) Next steps in possible joint activities: identification of specific
actions at international, national and local |evels/joint work plan.

30. Both secretariats consider it necessary to encourage joint activities in
pronoting science and technol ogy, and have agreed that the rosters of experts for
the two conventions should be Iinked through the Wb sites. It was al so agreed t hat
consultative foruns will be sought at the country level, to ensure, as far as
possi bl e, collaboration inthe process of preparation for the COP and ot her rel evant
docunents. It was al so observed that a nunmber of wetlands in arid and semi-arid
| ands have not been designated as such. |In that regard, a list or inventory was
deenmed necessary, and it was underlined that this exercise could al ready be started
with an initial focus on Africa. Parties would be encouraged to increase the
nunmbers of designated wetlands, for ease of rational managenent and use.

31. Capacity strengthening was seen as crucial for the inplenentation of the
conventions. Both secretariats agreed that awareness on wetlands and concerns for
UNCCD i ssues can be done through the two secretariats, and ways and nmeans shoul d be
explored for developing suitable wmterials for outreach to various key
consti tuenci es.

32. The need to encourage joint activities in pronoting science and technol ogy
was al so noted. In addition to the areas suggested in the MO, sharing of
experiences through early warning systems was also suggested as another key
component through which the information already developed by the Conmittee on
Sci ence and Technol ogy (CST) can be tapped for use by Parties. The experience
gai ned by UNCCD Parties through CST work on benchmarks and indicators, as well as
tradi tional know edge, will be exchanged w th Ransar.
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33. Wth respect to coordination of progranmes of work between the two
conventions, it was decided that each secretariat will encourage Parties and focal
points to hold consultations, particularly when preparing national reports.
Additionally, they wll be encouraged to provide copies of strategies/action
programes or plans on work regarding the two conventions. |t was agreed that the
two secretariats woul d nake arrangenents for hol di ng annual consultative neetings.

34. Anmong the areas where identification and devel opnment of projects were
di scussed, three were suggested, as foll ows:

The Ckavango Ecosystem This ecosystemrepresents an i nportant case for devel opi ng
joint activities, not only between the two conventions, but al so with other rel evant
actors including the Convention on Biological Diversity. The Okavango is also the
| argest Ransar site globally, which is inportant to Angola, Botswana and Nam bi a
whi ch have jointly signed the Ckavango Basi n Conm ssion. The neeting was inforned
that a National Policy Devel opnment for Botswana is being undertaken w th UNDP
financial and technical support, and the techni cal support of Ramsar. This process
is taking on board the concerns of UNCCD, and synergy between the two conventions
is being pursued and encouraged at the |ocal |evel. In addition, the Swiss
CGovernnent is supporting the devel opnment of a nanagenent plan for the ecosystem
t hrough the Ramsar Bureau which is providing technical support. Qher interested
partners include the GEF, Denmark and the United States Agency for International
Devel opment (USAID), while the Wrld Conservation Union (I1UCN) is taking the role
of policy project devel opnent nanager.

35. It was accordingly agreed that the UNCCD t hemati c programre network (TPN) on
the integrated managenent of international river, |ake and hydro-geol ogi cal basins
for the regional action programe (RAP) in Africa would be linked to this Ckavango
initiative.

Lake Chad Basin: This project has al ready been decl ared a transboundary Ransar site,
and a GEF project is well under way involving UNDP, the Wrld Bank, UNEP, and the
Lake Chad Basin Conmission, as well as the interested parties at |ocal |evel,
particularly menber states of the Lake Chad Basin Commission (LCBC). As the Lake
Chad Basin Conmission is a nenber of the UNCCD Water TPN, it was agreed that both
secretariats would seek ways of closer collaboration in the work of the Lake Chad
Basi n.

[11. COLLABORATI ON AND STRENGTHENI NG OF RELATI ONSH PS W TH OTHER
RELEVANT | NTERNATI ONAL ORGANI ZATI ONS AND | NSTI TUTI ONS

A Uni ted Nations Environnent Programme (UNEP)

36. In conformity with the rel evant decisions of the Conference of the parties
and the General Assenbly of the United Nations, the UNCCD secretariat |iaised
extensively with UNEP so as to ensure the provision of a detail ed and updat ed i nput
to the preparatory process to the Wrld Summit on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent (W5SD)
on progress made in the inplenentation of Agenda 21. In this regard, the
secretariat has also joined several interactive foruns and el ectroni c conferences
set up by different Agenda 21 task nanagers on issues of interest and rel evance to
the UNCCD i npl enentati on process. The secretariat continues its close consultations
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with UNEP for the finalization of the final input expected under chapter 12 of
Agenda 21, presented to the Conference of the Parties at its third session.

37. O her collaborative initiatives with UNEP include the Dryland Land
Degradati on Assessment Project (LADA), which ains to provide basic standardized
i nformati on and net hodol ogi cal tools for |and degradati on assessnent at national,
regional and global levels. LADAis ainitiative intended to assist in the planning
for, and devel opment of, drylands through the provision of better information on
| and degradati on. The project originated from a request nade by the UNCCD
secretariat to the Food and Agricul ture Organi zation of the United Nations (FAO for
t he preparation of a concept paper entitled “the Overall Assessment of

Desertification” (OAD), which was sent by the UNCCD secretariat to the UNEP/GEF

office for consideration. The GEF reshapedthe proposal into a GEF Block-A project,

preparation and planning grant (PDF-A) proposal, renamed LADA, which was given to

the FAO for execution. The next step in LADA is the preparation of a PDF-B proposal

which would involve wide-range consultations with stakeholders, the identification

of strategic technical activities and the formulation of an overall institutional

and planning framework (this important initiative is also referred to under the

World Meteorological Organization (WMO)). The FAO and the GEF are also key

collaborators in this project, among others.

38. A workshop on LADA, held in Rome last December 2000, recognized the need for
the project to place land degradation in its broad and cross-cutting perspective.

Thus the LADA objectives will have three major components, namely: (i) to provide
basic, standardised information, including maps, databases and so on, on the state

of land degradation, its causes and its impacts on the environment and human
society, and to identify the best remedial measures to combat land degradation, at
national, regional and global levels, (ii) to develop methods for land degradation
assessment and monitoring at all levels, including methods for use by national
organizations at the local level and (i) to build capacities at all levels for
LADA implementation. The workshop gave strong support for the further elaboration

of the LADA through preparation of a Project Development and Preparation Facility
Block B (PDF-B), to be submitted to the GEF, leading towards early implementation

of the project. During the preparation phase, the FAO was urged to take the
leadership role, whilst ensuring full engagement by the other interested parties.

39. Moreover, the Millennium Ecosystem Assess ment (MEA),  which is already in
preparation, and in which the UNCCD secretariat and UNEP are key collaborators , is
a process designed to improve the management of the world’s natural and man aged
ecosystems, by helping to provide policy- relevant scientific information on the

condition of ecosystems, and options for appropriate responses. The Millennium
Ecosystem Assessment was officially launched on 5 June 2001, coinciding with World
Environment Day. The study was launched to provide decision makers with
authoritative scientific knowledge concerning the impact of changes to the world’s
ecosystems on human livelihoods and the environment. It will provide governments,

the private sector and local organizations with better information about steps that

can be taken to restore the productivity of the world’s ecosystems.

40. The UNCCD secretariat has also been closely following the proposed Integrated

Land and Water Management programme (ILWM) in Africa. This African land and water

initiative has already developed an action plan and has also e stabli shed a
facilitation mechanism. During the discussion session which was held in parallel

to COP 4 in Bonn last December, site selection criteria were developed for the
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i nception phase of the ILWM and at the request of the Wrld Bank, some African
country Parties and rel evant intergovernnmental subregi onal organi zations identified
sites in the various regions in Africa where the initial phase of the progranme
woul d be started, in collaboration with the GEF | npl enmenti ng Agencies. Mechani sns
for inplenenting the | LWM programe were al so considered during this session.

41. The UNCCD secretariat attended the 21st Governi ng Council of UNEP and took an
active part in the debate held under agenda item 4 (a), “Supp ort for the
Implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in those

Countries Exp  erien cing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in

Africa: 1999-2000". During this session, and at the request of the Governing

Council, the UNCCD Executive Secretary made a presentation on desertification-

poverty-development nexus, and another one on natural disasters and their effects

on human welfare, particularly in areas affected by drought and desertification.

B. World Meteorological Organization (WMO )

42. Building on a long tradition of cooperation, the UNCCD secreta riat and the
WMO have developed numerous joint activities. In that context, the last Congress

of the WMO, held in June 2001, reaffirmed the high level priority given to the UNCCD

process and pledged additional financial and technical assistance to support UNCCD-

related activities.

43. The Committee on Science and Technology (CST) of the UN CCD secretariat
adopted decisions on a number of issues including the approval of UNEP’s proposal

for a second phase of the survey and evaluation of networks involving a pilot in-

depth survey in the southern African subregion. WMO is part of the cons ortium
entrusted with the task of carrying out this work.

44, Furthermore, the CST re-appointed the ad hoc panel on early warning systems

(EWSS) to further examine EWSs performance, methods for analysing vulnera bility,
exchange of information between institutions, and measures for preparedness. WMO

is also a member of this ad hoc panel.

45, Within the fram ework of their ongoing periodic consultations schedule, the
WMO was represented at the following meetings organized by the UNCCD secretariat:

(@) Fourth session of the Conf erence of the Parties where the Secretary-
General addressed the plenary session of COP 4 (11 to 22 December 2001 in Bonn,
Germany);

(b) Meeting of the ad hoc panel on early warning systems (Bonn, 31 May to
2 June 2000);

(c) Meeting on the preparation of a subregional action programme (SRAP) to
combat d esertification in the Aral Sea Basin (Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, 18 to 21 July
2000);

(d) African Regional Conference to prepare for COP 4 (Al giers, 22 to 24
October 2000);
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(e) Meeting of the network for integrated managenment of international
rivers, |akes and hydro-geol ogical basins in the context of the regional action
programme to conbat desertification in Africa (Accra, 29 Novenber to 1 Decenber
2000).

46. The WMO has al so been very active in field informati on and public awareness
activities. Anongst the principal activities undertakeninthis regard, it is worth
mentioning the follow ng:

(a) For COP 4, a publ ication entitled “Early Warning Systems for Drought
Preparedness and Drought Management” was prepared and several hundred copies were
distributed. WMO also addressed a press briefing session on this topic;

(b) The WMO funded the reproduction of 8000 copies of the complete “UNCCD
Kit” and 5000 copies of the comics booklet “Lupo Alberto”.

47.  WMO plays an active role in the Dryland Land Degradation Assessment
initiative; it took partin the international workshop organized by the FAO in this

context (5 to 7 December 2000). The Council of WMO agreed that weather and climate

issues should be appropriately factored into the proposed LADA initiative, and

accordingly it requested the Secretary-General to ensure WMO's continued
participation in the initiative (Further information on this initiative is provided

under section I, A of this document).

48. Finally, WMO assists the UNCCD secretariat in a wide range of activities,
amongst which the following are the most important:

(@) The preparation of national reports;
(b) The assessment of boundary and pilot projects;
(c) The assessment of subregional and regional action programmes;

(d) The provision of financial and technical assist ance to the UNCCD
secretariat to help in meeting staffing needs.

49. The Executive Council of WMO invited the Secreta ry-General to continue the
active participation of WMO in UNCCD activities and to keep members of the Council
fully informed of ongoing developments in matters relating to the Convention.

C. United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO )

50. The importance of capacity-building, education and public awar eness in
efforts to combat desertification are clearly highlighted in the text and spirit of

the UNCCD. Against this background the UNCCD secretariat has engaged in intensive

consultations with UN ESCO in order to define a joint programme of cooperation

centred on activities that would maximize the comparative advantage of the

involvement of UNESCO in the implementation of the Convention.
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51. Accordingly, and as reported during the fourth session of the COP, the UNCCD

secret ari at andUNESCO agreedtodevelop educational“desertificationkits” inthree
languages (English, French and Spanish), to be tested at primarily school level in
various drought and desertification affected countries. The educational kits will
comprise a youth guide, a teachers’s guide and several case studies and two comics
booklets highlighting the problems of desertification.

52. The first phase of this project has been finalized with the support of the

Italian and the Swiss Governments. Relying on UNE SCO’s ne twork of associated
schools, the pilot phase of this project will be launched in several countries in

Africa, Asia and Latin America with a view to expanding it in future to all regions

covered by the Convention.

D. United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

53. With the objective of strengthening the coopera tion between the UNCCD
secreta riat and the Regional Bureau for Africa (RBA) of the United Nations

Development Programme in the context of support provided by both organizations to

African affected countries, a memorandum of understanding (MOU) has been elaborated

jointly by the UNCCD secretariatand UNDP’s Regional Bureau for Africa (RBA) and was

signed in April 2001.

54. The MOU covers the following areas of activity with a view to fostering the
implementation process of the UNCCD in A frica, with an emphasis on the national

level:

(a) Strength ening of cooperation to provide support to affected country

Parties in Africa at national level: (i) organi zation of national awareness
seminars, (ii) finalisation of national action prog rammes, (iii) organization of
consultative meetings with donor countries and international agencies for the

launching and implementation of national action programmes;

(b) Cooperation for the development of joint initiatives and synergistic
programmes dealing with desertification, drought, biodiversity, climate change and
wetlands protection in dryland zones;

(c) Strengthen ing of ¢ ooperation to provide support to affected country
Partiesin Africabuilding onrelevant UNDP-administered activities such as Capacity
21.

55. The UNCCD secretariatand UNDP’s RBA are actually in the process of launching
activities in order to implement the MOU, based on an agreed tentative agenda for
the period 2001-2003.

56. In order to facilitate the implementation of the Convention in other affected
regions, the UNCCD secretariat and the Regional Bureau for Latin America and the
Caribbean of UNDP have also engaged in consultations with a view to adopting a

memorandum of understanding. Likewise, the UNCCD secretariat will pursue its
contacts with UNDP and its other regional bure aus (Asia and Europe) in order to
identify concrete opp ortunities to strengthen collaboration in support of the

implementation of the UNCCD in the concerned countries.
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