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. I NTRODUCTI ON

1. The Executive Secretary of the UNCCD was requested by decision 17/ COP. 3,
to report on the inplenentation of that decision to the fourth session of the
Conference of the Parties (COP 4). He was al so requested, inter alia:

(a) To further enhance the collaboration between the UNCCD secretari at
and the dobal Environnent Facility (CGEF), while fully integrating the d obal
Mechani sm

(b) To continue to take steps to inplenment the menoranda of understanding
(MOU), signed with other secretariats and institutions, and to develop simlar
MOU with other institutional partners;

(c) To continue his consultations with the executive secretaries of other
rel evant conventions, particularly the United Nations Framework Convention on
Cli mate Change (UNFCCC), the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the
Ransar Convention on Wetlands, on arrangenments for |iaison npdalities at the
Headquarters of the United Nations, with which they are institutionally Iinked,
or with the United Nations Environnment Programme (UNEP) and/or any other rel evant
| ocati on;

(d) To cooperate with UNEP and the executive secretaries of other
rel evant conventions, particularly the UNFCCC, the CBD and the Ransar Convention
to facilitate the exchange of scientific and technical information and experience
in order to enhance the linkages anong various scientific bodies and pronote
efficiency in the reporting requirenents of Parties under relevant conventions;

(e) To give special attention at the next Conference of the Parties to
the CBD, and the UNFCCC, which have respectively on their agendas a proposal for
a work programme on dryland biodiversity and a discussion on issues related to
| and- use, | and-use change and forestry.

2. Accordingly, further ways are not suggested herein to enhance cooperation
at the programmatic |evel between conventions signed at the United Nations
Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent (the Rio Conference) or as a result
of it, or other conventions related to sustainable devel opnent and relevant to
the global effort to conbat desertification. Previous documents prepared under
this agenda item for the first, second and third sessions of the Conference of
the Parties fully covered the need and grounds for coordination in the different
post-Ri o inplenentation processes and described the rationale behind exploring
further existing synergi es between the UNCCD and other rel evant conventions, in
particular, the CBD, the UNFCCC and the Ranmsar Convention. The scientific and
techni cal |inkages between these three conventions were reviewed extensively as
were the benefits to be accrued from the inmplenmentation of the UNCCD through
synergistic approaches with the other sustainable devel opnent conventions, by
presenting the different scenarios, suggesting viable strategies and identifying
different inplications to the other conventions, while denponstrating the clear
convergence of the objectives of the UNCCD with the other conventions.

1. COLLABORATI ON AND STRENGTHENI NG OF RELATI ONSHI PS W TH OTHER
CONVENTI ONS AND RELEVANT | NSTI TUTI ONS

A. Coll aboration with other conventions

1. Convention on Biological Diversity

3. At its fourth neeting, the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Bi ol ogical Diversity adopted decision |V/16, annex 1|1, and decided that
“Dryland, Mediterranean, Arid, Senmi-arid, Gassland and Savannah Ecosystens”
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woul d be one itemfor in-depth consideration at its fifth neeting. Accordingly,
and in conformity with the programme of work of the Conference of the Parties
to the CBD, the fourth neeting of its Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Technol ogi cal and Technical Advice (SBSTTA) exanined the first version of the
document prepared by the secretariat of the CBD under the COP 5 agenda item
“Programme of Work for Dryland, Mediterranean, Arid, Sem-arid, Gassland and
Savannah Biol ogical Diversity”. As a followup to that docunment, SBSTTA adopted
decision 1V/3 requesting the CBD secretariat to prepare, in collaboration with
the secretariat of the UNCCD, a draft programme of work on Biological Diversity
of Dryland, Mediterranean, Arid, Semi-arid, Gassland and Savannah Ecosystens.
The same decision also requested the Executive Secretary of the CBD to propose
a shorter compound name for the title of this work programme to cover all types
of ecosystemreferred to therein.

4. During the inter-sessional period between SBSTTA IV and SBSTTA V, the
UNCCD secretariat worked in close cooperation with the secretariat of the CBD
in the preparation of this progranmme of work, particularly by providing input
and conveying its views to the liaison group set up for that purpose. This
consultation process led to the elaboration of a proposed programe of work
( UNEP/ CBDY SBSTTA/ 5/ 9) .

5. The fifth neeting of SBSTTA addressed the issue under its agenda
item 4.1.1, on the thematic area of “Biological Diversity of Dryland,
Medi terranean, Arid, Semi-arid, Gassland and Savannah Ecosystens: Options for
t he Devel opnent of a Programme of Work”. After review ng the proposed progranmne
of work, SBSTTA adopted a decision requesting the Conference of the Parties to
the CBD to adopt a programme of work on this thematic area, to be devel oped
jointly by the CBD and UNCCD secretari ats.

6. During the fifth neeting of the SBSTTA, the UNCCD and the CBD secretariats
jointly organized a workshop-brainstormng session wth delegations, to
deli berate further on this issue, particularly concerning their perception and
views of this joint work progranmme. The |evel of attendance at that session was
very encouraging, and participants were able to exchange views regarding their
expectations of the progranme and invited the UNCCD and CBD secretariats to
share their ideas on the approach to be devel oped. Enphasis was put on field-
| evel coordination of activities for effective inplenentation of the progranme,
and the NAP frameworks were considered as inportant entry points for the success
of activities at the country level. The participants expressed a wish to see the
devel opnent of synergies at the local level and the elimnation of the
duplication of effort anong the various actors involved in inplenentation.

7. Consultations on the developnment of the joint work programe for
presentation to the fifth session of the Conference of the Parties to the CBD
started alnost imrediately after the conpletion of the fifth neeting of SBSTTA,
and a text on “Possible Elenments for a Joint Wrk Programme Between the CBD and
UNCCD secretariats on Biological Diversity of Dry and Sub-humd Lands”, was
finalized by the UNCCD and CBD secretariats. Subsequently, the Conference of the
Parties to the CBD at its fifth session, established by decision V/23, a
programe of work on the Biological Diversity of Dryland, Mediterranean, Arid,
Sem -arid, Gassland and Savannah Ecosystems, which nmay also be known as the
programe on the biological diversity of dry and sub-hum d | ands”

8. The rationale for the devel opment and inplenentation of a joint work
programe addressing the biodiversity of dry and sub-humid |ands is based on a
nunmber of factors, inter alia, that the biodiversity of these l|and areas

constitutes inportant biological resources that are essential for the
devel opnent of those areas, and whose conservation and sustainable use is
i nperative; the biodiversity of dry and sub-hum d lands is threatened by, anpng
other things, desertification and drought, which in essence prevents
rehabilitation of biodiversity, whereas the |oss of biodiversity in the dryland
areas indirectly brings about desertification. The conservati on and sustai nabl e
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use of the biodiversity of dry and sub-humid lands can |ead to achieving the
obj ectives of the environnmental conventions, including the CBD and the UNCCD
while still providing tangible benefits to |ocal popul ations.

9. Mor eover, overall erosion and |loss of biodiversity in dry and sub-humd
areas inpacts negatively on the socio-econonmic conditions of the affected
popul ations, and an integrated approach is necessary in inplementing this
progranme. Al so, assessnents are necessary to quantify the inpact of I|and
degradation and |oss of productivity of the dry and sub-hunmd |lands, and the
associated |l oss of biodiversity. The people living in dry and sub-hum d |and
areas depend on the biological diversity for their livelihood, and therefore any
threat to these resources tends to underm ne the basis of their existence, as
they become nore vul nerable to drought.

10. It is inperative not only that sustainable |ivelihood systenms should be
encouraged in these areas, but also that alternative ones should be devel oped,
bearing in mnd that for those countries that are affected by drought and
desertification, the effective inplenentation of both the CBD and UNCCD presents
a challenge and an opportunity, particularly in ensuring that available
resources are used in an efficient nmanner, w thout duplication of effort.

11. Consi dering that anthropogenic factors that threaten biodiversity are
associated with the way people make use of the natural resources to neet their
needs, these assessnents will take into account the livelihood systens of the

i nhabitants of the dry and sub-humi d | ands who depend on the biodiversity as a
means of livelihood. This is also in view of the fact that coordination of
i mpl enentati on of the environnental conventions is essential at the |ocal |evel,
where it is possible to make a significant difference and where tangible
benefits are not only easily achievable, but also denobnstrable. Mreover,
devel opnent plans for |local areas do give added value to any synergistic
initiative within the broad context of poverty alleviation.

12. Through the joint work programme, the secretariats of CBD and UNCCD wil |
encourage and support the strengthening, enactnment and coordination of policies
and instrunents that wll promote the developnment of synergistic and
conpl ementary approaches in the inplenentation of the environnental conventions
at the country level, through inter alia denponstrable cases of convergence of
obj ectives. The CBD and UNCCD will also encourage and support the devel opnent
of policies that pronote participatory decision-naking practices, as well as the
best mx of scientific and traditional know edge, in the sustainable and
multiple use of biodiversity of dry and sub-humid lands, as well as the
diversification of neans of production. This may include the preparation of
nmet hodol ogi cal tools to facilitate the programming of synergistic initiatives
at the |l ocal |evel

13. Consultations are also going on with regard to the work undertaken by the
UNCCD and the CBD secretariat to avoid duplication and to underline the
simlarity on the subject of traditional and |ocal know edge know how and
practi ces.

14. Finally, as agreed upon in the UNCCD-CBD Menorandum of Understanding, the
UNCCD and CBD secretariats have continued their consultations regarding the
organi zation of a joint workshop conceived for assisting countries in
identifying viable and efficient neans for addressing issues of awareness
rai sing, public education, information requirenments, training and inplenmentation
mechani sns jointly for the two conventions.

15. Both secretariats share the view that these workshops shoul d be desi gned
as national forunms for debate and exchange of information on experience gained
and progress achieved in the processes envi saged under the two conventions. As
such, they could constitute the starting point of a national awareness of the
i mportance of harnoni zi ng and better coordinating the inplenentation strategies
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for the UNCCD and the CBD. The ultimate goal of such national consultative
mechani sns woul d be the design of an integrated joint inplenmentation strategy
for both conventions, taking full advantage of the synergies offered by the
UNCCD and the CBD in this regard.

16. Accordingly the UNCCD and CBD secretariats envisage involving nmajor
nati onal stakeholders in the proceedi ngs of these workshops. Priority would be
given to the line mnistries directly in charge of the inplenentation of each
convention and their respective focal points, but an invitation would also be
extended to other relevant public authorities with nandates in strategic fields
associated with the inplenentation process of both conventions, such as
training, information and scientific research. In this regard, the active
participation of the NGO and nedia comunity is seen as indi spensable. The UNCCD
and CBD secretariats are now studying the nodalities of a joint fund-raising
campai gn for this activity.

2. United Nations Framework Convention on Cinate Change

17. In order to strengthen cooperation with the UNFCCC, as a followup to the
vari ous recomendations made in this regard by the COP and building as well on
the programme of work of the UNFCCC as defined by decision 5/ COP.4, the
secretariats of the UNCCD and UNFCCC have engaged in a round of periodic
consultations with a viewto better defining areas with potential for imediate
coll aboration. Gven the different nature of both processes as well as the
different levels of their inplenmentation, such collaboration has focused at this
stage on the exchange of information and joint participation in technical and
scientific neetings. In this regard, the UNCCD secretariat participated in the
Wor kshop on Inpacts of Cimte Change, held in Bonn in 1999. On that occasion
the UNCCD secretariat nmade a presentation on inpacts of climte change on
countries in arid, sem-arid and forested areas and areas liable to forest
decay, and countries liable to drought and desertification.

18. The UNCCD secretariat participated in the twelfth and thirteenth sessions
of the UNFCCC Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technol ogi cal Advice (SBSTA)
and the Subsidiary Body for Inplenentation (SBI), held respectively in June and
Sept enber 2000. O particular relevance to the UNCCD were SBSTA agenda itens on
| and use, and | and-use change and forestry, as well as itens of discussion on
the Kyoto Protocol which dealt with the clean devel opment mechani smw th respect
to land degradation issues. The issue of capacity devel opment, on the agenda of
the SBI, was of interest to the UNCCD secretariat. The UNCCD secretariat also
attended a workshop on |and use, |and-use change and forestry in July 2000

whi ch was organi zed by the UNFCCC in response to a request by SBSTA, to anal yse
the special report on land wuse, |and-use change and forestry of the
I nt ergovernmental Panel on Cimte Change, in the context of the requirenments
of the Kyoto Protocol. Collaborative ventures between the UNCCD and the UNFCCC
will be pursued within the broad context of these issues, taking into account
the guidance fromthe Conference of the Parties.

19. Taki ng advantage of their co-location and bearing in mnd cost efficiency,
the UNCCD and UNFCCC secretariats have also been engaged in periodic
consultations on the possibility of comon administrative services. Accordingly,
and following a proposal nmade by the United Nations Ofice at GCeneva, those
secretariats have agreed to work towards a shared facility to provide conmon
adm ni strative services.

20. There are many reasons for this initiative, in particular that both
secretariats share a simlar background and institutional arrangenents; had good
experiences with joint services when they were located in CGeneva; have simlar
adm ni strative needs; share the sanme physical space; and are conmitted to
expl oring ways of doing nmore with fewer financial resources. It is expected that
a comon facility will serve nmore efficiently the needs of both secretariats,
avoi ding duplication of capacities, while encouraging the nerging of both
secretari ats.



| CCD/ COP(4)/ 6
Page 6

21. Havi ng agreed on the principle of such a joint facility, the Executive
Secretary of each organization has appointed senior staff to work out the
nmodal iti es and the sequencing of such an operation. The Executive Secretary of
the UNCCD will report back to the COP on the devel opnent of this initiative.

3. Convention on Wtl ands

22. The secretariat has been exploring possibilities of further cooperation
with the Convention on Wtlands (Ransar), pursuant to the terns of the
Menorandum of Cooperation already signed by both secretariats. A consultative
meeting was held between the two secretariats in August 2000, with a view to
i dentifying appropriate opportunities to reinforce closer collaboration. During
this neeting, the two secretariats agreed to establish nore |inkages through
their Web sites, which would be useful to their focal points at the country
| evel, and focal points would also be informed as appropriate. It was agreed
that consultative foruns would be sought at the country level, to ensure, as far
as possible, collaboration in the inplenmentation of the two conventions. It was
evident fromthe neeting that a nunber of wetlands in arid and seni-arid |ands
have not been designated as such, and preparation of a list or inventory has
been deened necessary. This exercise could be started imediately with an
initial focus on Africa. Parties are encouraged to increase the nunber of
desi gnated wetl ands, for ease of rational nanagenment and use

23. Capacity strengthening is seen as crucial for the inplenentation of the
conventions, and Parties are encouraged to pronote awareness of the inportance
of wetlands for the UNCCD. Ways and neans should be explored for devel oping
suitable naterials for outreach to various key constituenci es.

24, Both secretariats consider it necessary to encourage joint activities in
pronoting science and technol ogy, and have agreed that the rosters of experts
for the two Conventions should be linked through the Wb sites. Sharing of
experiences through early warni ng systems is another key component through which
the information already developed by the CST can be tapped for use by the
Parties. The experience gained by UNCCD Parties through the CST work on
benchmarks and indicators, as well as traditional know edge, should be shared
with the Parties to the Ransar Convention. Wth respect to the coordination of
programmes of work for the two conventions, Parties and focal points are
encouraged to hold consultations, particularly when preparing national reports,
and to provide copies of strategies/action programes or plans on work regarding
the two conventions. The two secretariats have agreed to seek ways of closer
collaboration in their wirk in the areas affected by drought and
desertification.

B. Collaboration with other relevant institutions

1. United Nations Environnment Programe (UNEP)

25. In conformty with decision 23/COP.1 of the Conference of the Parties at
its first session, the UNCCD secretariat nmade the necessary contractua
arrangenents with UNEP, in order to carry out a survey and eval uation of the
rel evant existing networks, institutions, agencies and bodies willing to becone
units of the network for support to inplenent the Convention. Accordingly, the
UNCCD secretariat nobilized resources for the inplenentation of phase | of the
survey, the report of which was presented to the Conference of the Parties at
its third session

26. Pursuant to the requirenents of decision 13/COP.3, the final report of
phase | of the survey as updated by UNEP, together with the Terns of Reference
of phase Il of the survey, have been sent to the Bureau of the CST and the foca
poi nt of the Southern African region, which is the SADC Environnment and Lands
Managenent Sector Coordination Unit, for their consideration and coments as
appropri ate.
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27. O her collaborative initiatives with UNEP include the Dryland Land
Degradati on Assessnment Project (LADA), which ains to provide basic standardized
information and nethodological tools for Iand degradation assessment at
national, regional and global |evels. The Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO and the dobal Environment Facility (CGEF) are al so key
col l aborators in this project. Mreover, the MIIennium Ecosystens Assessment,
which is already in preparation, is a process designed to inprove the nmanagenent
of the world s natural and managed ecosystens, by helping to provide policy-
rel evant scientific information on the condition of ecosystens, and options for
appropriate response. A detailed profile of these two initiatives is contained
in an informati on docunent (I CCD/ COP(4)/1NF.6), which has been provided by the
secretariat.

28. The UNCCD secretariat has also been following closely the proposed
Integrated Land and Water Managenent (ILWWM initiative. It is worthwhile to
recall that |ILWM was presented during one of the parallel events organized in
Recife, during COP 3. The broad objective is to develop an integrated approach
to the managenent of land, water and natural resources for productive
sustai nable growth. It aims to benefit fromthe special institutional strengths
and conparative advantages of collaborating institutions and agencies working
together. The ILWMwill also seek to find new ways of |inking actions by various
i npl enenting agencies through units such as watersheds and/or political unit
approaches. The UNCCD secretariat has called for the ILWM to focus on the key
probl enms of areas affected by drought and desertification.

2. The d obal Environnment Facility (GEF)

29. By its decision 14/COP.1, the Conference of the Parties welconed the
excel | ent cooperation existing between the UNCCD secretariat and the secretari at
of the GEF, as well as the reciprocal representation in neetings of the
Convention and those of the GEF. At its second session, the COP invited the GEF
to actively support the activities of the G obal Mechanism which plays an
important role in facilitating the nobilization of resources to support the
i npl ementation of the UNCCD (decision 18/ COP.2). Furthernore, the First GEF
Assenbly, held in New Delhi, India in April 1998, adopted the New Del hi
Statenent, which in paragraph 8 called on the CGEF, in consultation with the
secretariat of the UNCCD, to seek to better define the |inkages between |and
degradation, particularly desertification and deforestation, and its focal areas
and to increase CGEF support for |land degradation activities as they relate to
the CGEF focal areas.

30. In response to policy guidance given by the COP and the GEF Assenbly and
Council, both the UNCCD secretariat and the CEF secretariat have initiated
consultations to pronote collaborative activities. This docunent supplenents the
report submitted to the Conference of the Parties at its second session and
presents an updated overview of relations between the UNCCD and the GEF.

31. In this context, the agenda of the GEF Council Meeting that was held in
Washi ngton D.C. in Decenber 1999 enbodied two itenms of direct relevance to the
UNCCD: that is agenda item 7 on Carifying Linkages between Land Degradati on and
the GEF Focal Areas and agenda item 13 on Relations with Conventi ons.

32. Under agenda Item 7 the CEF secretariat introduced a docunment entitled
“Carifying Linkages between Land Degradati on and the GEF Focal Areas: An Action
Plan for Enhancing GEF Support”. This docunment had been prepared by the GEF
secretariat with inputs from UNCCD, and it had al so been presented by the CEF
secretariat at a workshop during the COP 3 in Recife. The docunent contains an
action plan and tinetable for inplenentation, ained at increasing GEF support
for land degradation issues. This docunment received overwhel m ng support from
the Council nmenbers. Accordingly, the Council requested the inplenenting
agencies of the GEF to give high priority to the inplenentation of this action
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pl an and called upon themto work cooperatively with the G obal Mechani sm of the
UNCCD

33. In the same context the council requested the inplenmenting agencies to
enhance their efforts to develop and inplement the Integrated Land and Water
Initiative, wth special enmphasis on countries with |ow vegetative cover
vul nerable to land degradation, and in particular countries in Africa. The
Counci| suggested that aspects of devel opnent and poverty alleviation be nore
clearly articulated in the action plan, which would serve to better recognize
co-fundi ng and conpl ementary GEF activities with the regular activities of the
i npl ementing agencies. It was also suggested that stronger consideration be
given in the action plan and in its inplenentation to the underlying causes of
| and degradati on.

34. In the light of this devel opment the Council requested the GEF secretari at
and the inplenenting agencies to help countries prepare project proposals in the
GEF focal areas that include |and degradati on neasures consistent with the
action plan. The Council also requested the GEF secretariat, in cooperation with
the inplementing agencies to report regularly on the inplenentation of the
action plan at each Council nmeeting. The Chief Executive Oficer of the CEF
prom sed to table the Action Plan to the next neeting of heads of inplenenting
agencies, with a view to obtaining an early start to the process of the
i mpl enentation of the Action Plan. It is expected that inplenentation of the
Action Plan will further strengthen UNCCD and CEF rel ati ons by nmeki ng use of the
al ready established UNCCD national action programe franeworks.

35. Regardi ng agenda item 13 on Relations with Conventions, the GEF Counci
encouraged the GEF secretariat and the inplenenting agencies to continue their
col laboration with Parties to the conventions and convention secretariats. By
the same deci sion, the Council encouraged recipient countries, the inplenmenting
agencies and the GEF secretariat to continue their efforts to devel op country-
driven projects consistent with the policies and progranme priorities identified
in the guidance from the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity and the United Nations Framework Convention on Cimate
Change.

36. Further potential for collaboration between the GEF and the UNCCD
secretariats wll be explored through the on-going capacity devel opnent
initiative (CDI), which is a strategic partnership between the GEF secretariat
and UNDP, and the UNCCD secretariat has been invited to be on the Steering
Committee. The objective of the CDI is to prepare a strategic action plan to
address country level capacity needs, specifically in the climte change and
bi odi versity focal areas, and |and degradation in the context of those areas.
The guiding principle of the CD is to develop the plan through a fully
consultative process with the partner countries, nobilizing local and regi ona

expertise, responsive to country needs and priorities.

37. Anot her area concerns the proposed Country Di al ogue Wrkshops, to be |ed
by the GEF and the UNDP. These workshops are expected, ampng others, to train
country-level operatives on how to prepare projects in the format acceptable to
the GEF. Indeed, it has been observed that, in spite of the nunerous studies and
communi cations that have clearly elucidated the interlinkages that exist between
| and degradation and the focal areas of the CGEF, UNCCD stakehol ders still have
difficulty in obtaining GEF resources to finance activities initiated in the
UNCCD process. This arises from inter alia, the problens of clearly defining
the ternms “interlinkages”, “increnental cost” and “global benefits”, wth
respect to desertification and | and degradation control activities, as reflected
by GEF criteria for project formulation and funding.

38. Interventions at the local level in areas affected by |and degradation
should be rapid and should take approaches that are nore innovative than the
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ones usually taken by the GEF and the inplenenting agencies in order to address
t he underlying causes of |and degradati on.

39. The proposed Action Plan should include an enabling environnent that
should be supported and enhanced, but the enabling environment need not
translate into a new conditionality by the GEF, for channelling resources to
| and degradation activities. Indeed this enabling environnent for the action
plan should constitute an inportant entry point to support the poverty
alleviation portfolio of the GEF.

3. Wrld Meteorological O ganization (WD)

40. Building on a long tradition of cooperation, the UNCCD secretariat and the
WVO have devel oped nunmerous joint activities. In that context, the |ast Congress
of the WMO gave a high priority to the UNCCD process and pledged additional
financial and technical assistance to support UNCCD rel ated activities that fall
into its field of conpetence, such as water resources, hydrology, climte
variation and drought. A book on water resources in arid zones: problems and
chal I enges has been produced jointly by the UNCCD secretariat and the WO

41. Furthernore, the WMO participated in the funding of the first and second
phases of the transboundary pilot projects for rural areas devel opment. The
UNCCD secretariat and the WMO are also jointly organizing an international
synposiumon the El N fio phenonenon to be held in Chile later this year. The WD
has also extended its support to the UNCCD thematic programme networks,
particularly the network on the integrated managenment of international rivers,
| akes and hydro-geol ogical basins in Africa, as well as water issues in Latin
Anmerican and Cari bbean region. The WMO is al so assisting the UNCCD secretari at
regarding the roving sem nars on training for focal points in the Bal kans region
on drought preparedness and desertification, in connection with the Aral sea.

4., United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural O ganization
( UNESCO)

42. The UNCCD recogni zes the inportance of capacity-building, education and
public awareness in efforts to conbat desertification. In this context,
envi ronnent al education programes on the causes and effects of desertification
and on techniques to ninimze |and degradation can be one of the nmgjor
instrunents to conbat desertification. Therefore, the UNCCD secretariat engaged
in consultations with the UNESCO in order to define a joint programe of
cooperation centred on activities that woul d nmaxi nize the conparative advant age
of UNESCO in the inplementation of the Convention. Accordingly the UNCCD

secretariat and UNESCO agreed to develop, at the primary school |evel,
educational "desertification kits" in three |anguages (English, French,
Spani sh), which will be tested in various drought and desertification affected
countries. The first phase of this project will be conducted in the African

region with a viewto expanding it in the future to other regions covered by the
Conventi on.

43. The educational kits will conprise a youth guide, several case studies and
two com cs bookl ets highlighting the problens of desertification. UNESCO and the
UNCCD secretariat will collaborate in the inplenentation of the project.

I'11. I NSTI TUTI ONAL AND LOG STI CAL ASPECTS

A. Status of the signing of nenoranda of understandi ng

44, the Executive Secretary of the UNCCD was requested by the COP,
decision 17/COP.3, to continue taking steps to inplenment the Menoranda of
Understanding (M) signed with other secretariats and institutions, and to
develop simlar MOUs with other institutional partners. As reported previously,
the UNCCD secretariat has engaged in nunerous consultations with a variety of
institutional partners with the view to agreei ng upon and signi ng nenoranda of
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under st andi ng and nenoranda of cooperation (MOCs). These docunents are conceived
as being frameworks that describe in general terms the intended scope of
cooperation, building on the diverse fields of expertise and conparative
advantages of the different institutional partners available for the
i mpl ementation of the Convention.

45, In this context, the secretariat has already signed such MOUs with the
secretariats of the Convention on Wtlands (Ransar) and the CBD. The secretari at
has also signed an MOU with FAO and a Menorandum of Cooperation wi th UNESCO
while in Recife, during the third session of the Conference of the Parties. The
UNCCD secretariat has also engaged in consultations with the United Nations
Framewor k Convention on Climate Change with a view to devel oping a nenorandum
of understanding that wll identify priority areas of cooperation. These
consultations have also included considerations pertaining to the scope and
nature of the MOU so as to determine its final structure. Areas of cooperation
envi saged woul d i nclude, anpbng others, joint activities at the national |evel,
data and infornmation managenent, training issues and national comunications.
In the light of the |atest development in the field of conmon administrative
services, this MU wll also include a provision relating to this future
facility.

46. The UNCCD secretariat has also defined and adopted, with the UNDP, a
cooperation franmework for the inplementation of the Convention. In the sane
context, the UNCCD secretariat is engaged in consultations with UNEP, the
I nternational Fund for Agricultural Devel opnent (IFAD) and the GEF secretariat
for the finalization of additional MOUs. Copies of these Menoranda of
Understanding and Menoranda of Cooperation are available at the UNCCD
secretariat and can be provi ded upon request.

B. Consultations regarding liaison nodalities

47. By decision 17/ COP.3, the Executive Secretary was requested to continue
his consultations with the executive secretaries of other relevant conventions,
particularly the United Nations Franmework Convention on Cimate Change, the
Convention on Biological Diversity and the Ranmsar Convention, on arrangenents
for liaison nodalities at the Headquarters of the United Nations or with UNEP
and/ or any other relevant |ocation.

48. Devel opi ng an anal ysis of possible future requirements in terns of |iaison
nodal ities, and building up on policy recommendations fromits Conference of the
Parties, in 1999 the secretariat of the UNCCD began consultations wth

institutional partners with a viewto exploring viable options for joint |iaison
facilities, particularly in Geneva and New York.

49. In its decision 13/COP.1 the Conference of the Parties welconed and
supported efforts of convention secretariats, in response to requests fromthe
respective conference of the parties, to explore, where appropriate, nodalities
for suitable liaison arrangenents in Geneva and/or New York for the purpose of
enhancing |inkages with del egations and organi zations at those United Nations
centres".

50. Further information on possible liaison arrangenents United Nations
centres is given in ICCD/COP(2)/8/ Add. 2. Wth regard to these arrangenents, the
secretariat inforned the Conference of the Parties that consultations with
rel evant secretariats were being held to explore the possibility of devel oping
| iai son capacities in New York, Geneva and Rone. Such liaison capacity would
enabl e Parties that so prefer to continue to cover the Convention fromtheir New
York or GCeneva nissions and would also facilitate interaction between the
secretariat and programres and activities related to conbating desertification
based in New York, Geneva or Rone.
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51. It would also provide liaison with the United Nations O fice at Geneva,
from which the Convention wll continue to receive services in 2000, in
particular for adnmnistrative matters as well as for the translation,

reproduction and distribution of COP docunents, and other conference services.
In this regard, the Executive Secretary infornmed the Conference of the Parties
of arrangenents being made for the nmaintenance of such |Iiaison through
cooperative arrangenments wth other United Nations offices and partner
organi zati ons.

52. Wthin this policy franework, the UNCCD secretariat continued its
consultations with institutional partners, particularly secretariats of sinilar
conventions, with a view to agreeing on suitable nodalities for joint l|iaison
facilities. Accordingly, the UNCCD secretariat and the CBD secretariat devel oped
and signed a Menmorandum of Understanding in which they agreed on the interest
of sharing a common liaison facility in New York for the purpose of enhancing
linkages with both processes as well as to mmintain closer links wth
del egati ons at Headquarters. Logistical and financial aspects are defined in an
annex to the Menorandum of Understandi ng. The executive secretaries of the UNCCD
and CBD secretariats are continuing their consultations in this regard with the
objective of extending the scope of the proposed liaison facility to other
interested partners and securing the financial resources required for its
operation. The UNFCCC secretariat has also expressed interest in office space
in New York and is ready to explore with the UNCCD secretariat the practical
nodal ities that nmay be available in this regard.

53. The UNCCD secretariat has also engaged in consultations wth the
United Nations Secretariat, through its Departnment for Econonic and Soci al
Devel opment (DESA), and UNEP regarding the issue of |iaison arrangenents in New
York. These consultations have been very fruitful. DESA has confirned its
willingness to put at the disposal of the secretariat two permanent offices in
addition to an office on a part-tine basis to be shared by the executive
secretaries of the UNCCD, UNFCCC and CBD when on nission to New York. These
facilities would greatly strengthen the secretariat’s capacity to interact with
m ssi ons based in New York, particularly devel oping and | east devel oped country
m ssions, as well as with the United Nations Headquarters, with which the UNCCD
is admnistratively linked, while also prompting cost efficiency in the
operations of the secretariat.

54. It is also expected that the existence of this facility will allow for
substantial savings due to the fact that the travel of secretariat staff wll
be reduced to a mnimum and the costs of comunications wll be less. No

additional costs are foreseen at this stage regarding staff as the secretariat
is further exploring options available wunder the agreenent wth the
Secretary-General on the use of overhead resources.

55. Following the relocation of enbassies from Bonn to Berlin, the
secretariats of the conventions based in Bonn feel a strong need to reach
Parties through their pernmanent nissions at United Nations Headquarters. WMany
actors involved in the UNCCD process are based in New York, which remains the
mai n forum for high level and technical debate on matters of direct inportance
to the UNCCD. For exanple, the main chapter of the G/7 (nore than 75 per cent
of the Parties) is based in New York; the annual sessions of the General
Assenbly, which considers issues of relevance to the UNCCD and other Rio
conventions are held there; three out of five United Nations programmes are
based in New York and have work related to the UNCCD, in particular the
United Nations Developnent Programme, and the Adninistrative Comittee on
Coordi nation holds nost of its nmeetings at United Nations Headquarters.

56. In view of the above, the Conference of the Parties nmay w sh, as an
interim nmeasure, to authorize the Executive Secretary to set up a liaison
facility at United Nations Headquarters. This facility should be run by no nore
than one Professional staff nenber. The Executive Secretary should report to the
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fifth session of the Conference of the Parties on experience and benefits
gai ned. Fromthat experience, liaison facilities may be extended to other places
as required/ or appropriate with the understanding that no additional financia
resources will be incurred for this purpose. It is assuned that the staff nenber
in New York will be paid from the portion of the overhead that the United
Nations secretariat returns to the Convention secretariat in accordance with the
institutional arrangenents between them



