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Lessons learned from the review of the World Urban Forum  

Note by the secretariat 

1. In view of the expanding scale of the World Urban Forum, its growing importance to the 
mandate and work of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) and the 
increasing engagement of Habitat Agenda partners in several aspects of the Forum, the Governing 
Council, by its resolution 22/10 of 3 April 2009, requested the Executive Director, in consultation with 
the Committee of Permanent Representatives, to carry out an early lessons-learned review of all 
previous sessions of the Forum with the aim of improving the planning, organization and effectiveness 
of future sessions. More specifically, the review was intended to provide recommendations related to 
the 12 items specified in the second paragraph of resolution 22/10.  

2. The review was carried out by a senior consultant. Numerous UN-Habitat staff members, both 
in Nairobi and in the field, were interviewed, as were key partners, including several Permanent 
Representatives and Deputy Permanent Representatives. A results-based evaluation model was 
adopted for the review, facilitating the identification of the strengths and weaknesses of the first four 
sessions of the Forum. A draft of the review was presented to a working group of the Committee of 
Permanent Representatives on the Forum and was subsequently amended to incorporate the working 
group’s views.  

3. Several recommendations made in the review were taken into account in the preparations for 
the fifth session of the Forum, held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 22 to 26 March 2010.   

4. The review is set out in the annex to the present note. It is intended to supplement the 
information provided in document HSP/GC/23/2/Add.3 and has been reproduced without formal 
editing. 

                                                      
* HSP/GC/23/1. 
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