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  План действий для лесного сектора в условиях 
развития экологичной экономики 

  Записка секретариата 

Резюме 
 В настоящем документе содержится информация о процессе разработки 
Плана действий для лесного сектора в условиях развития экологичной эконо-
мики, который послужит основой для пяти заседаний "за круглым столом" 
в рамках совместного совещания Комитета по лесоматериалам и Европейской 
лесной комиссии в Анталье, "Орман 2011: Леса в условиях развития экологич-
ной экономики", и предлагаются меры по доработке плана. В настоящем доку-
менте также содержится информация о плане, а в приложении − разработанный 
на сегодняшний день текст плана, который будет обновлен с учетом информа-
ции, собранной в Анталье. 
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  Введение 

1. В 2010 году бюро Комитета ЕЭК по лесоматериалам и Европейской лес-
ной комиссии ФАО обсудили возможность разработки плана действий для лес-
ного сектора в условиях развития экологичной экономики в регионе ЕЭК в це-
лях решения существующих проблем и определения возможных мер для увели-
чения вклада лесного сектора. Было принято решение, что на начальном этапе 
следует собрать информацию и предложения путем проведения консультаций 
с соответствующими заинтересованными сторонами. Первые отклики поступи-
ли в ответах на вопросник, который секретариат распространил через различ-
ные списки рассылки информации по лесной тематике. Секретариат получил 
ответы от 31 заинтересованной стороны и обобщил их в первом проекте плана 
действий. Впоследствии в мае 2011 года секретариат организовал совещание 
с заинтересованными сторонами, в котором приняли активное участие несколь-
ко государств-членов, другие международные и неправительственные органи-
зации. Результаты этих консультаций содержатся в приложении к настоящему 
документу. 

2. План ни в коей мере не представляет собой окончательно согласованный 
документ и требует существенной доработки. На данный момент в нем пред-
ставлена всеобъемлющая справочная информация о мероприятиях, которые 
осуществляются или могли бы быть осуществлены на национальном и между-
народном уровнях в целях повышения вклада лесного сектора в развитие эколо-
гичной экономики и обеспечение ее устойчивости. 

3. План действий будет представлен и обсужден на ряде тематических засе-
даний "за круглым столом" в рамках совместного совещания Комитета по лесо-
материалам и Европейской лесной комиссии "Орман 2011: Леса в условиях раз-
вития экологичной экономики". В ходе этих обсуждений будет собрана допол-
нительная полезная информация для доработки Плана действий. На совещании 
с заинтересованными сторонами было также предложено провести еще одно 
аналогичное совещание, возможно в привязке к другому совещанию ЕЭК/ФАО, 
в целях продолжения работы по разработке и улучшению Плана действий. По 
предложению совещания с заинтересованными сторонами бюро Комитета 
и Комиссии также решили представить и обсудить План действий на Конфе-
ренции Организации Объединенных Наций по устойчивому развитию, которая 
состоится в Рио-де-Жанейро в 2012 году, и использовать эту возможность для 
продолжения обсуждений и обмена мнениями с соответствующими заинтересо-
ванными сторонами. 

4. Основная идея состоит в том, чтобы обсуждение, разработка и работа по 
улучшению Плана действий велись параллельно с обзором совместной про-
граммы работы ЕЭК/ФАО и чтобы его окончательный проект был представлен 
на утверждение государствам-членам на совместной сессии КЛ и ЕЛК 
в 2013 году. На совещании с заинтересованными сторонами и на последующем 
совместном совещании бюро было также предложено использовать План дейст-
вий в качестве основы для определения соответствующих тем, которые должны 
быть охвачены совместной программой работы ЕЭК/ФАО по лесо- 
материалам и лесному хозяйству в период процесса обзора  
(см. документ ECE/TIM/2011/9−FO:EFC/2011/9). 

5. Кроме того, на совещании с заинтересованными сторонами было предло-
жено начать сбор уже имеющихся тематических исследований и информации об 
опыте, накопленном в лесном секторе региона ЕЭК в области осуществления 
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мер в поддержку развития экологичной экономики, и создать на вебсайте Сек-
ции лесного хозяйства и лесоматериалов ЕЭК/ФАО доступную для осуществ-
ления поиска базу данных. Бюро одобрили эту идею. 

 I. Цели Плана действий 

13. План действий призван стимулировать принятие мер для наращивания 
вклада лесного сектора региона ЕЭК ООН в развитие формирующейся эколо-
гичной экономики. В частности, его цели состоят в: 

 а) определении, каким образом лесной сектор региона ЕЭК может или 
мог бы способствовать развитию экологичной экономики, и оценке прогресса 
в этой области; 

 b) распространении и пропаганде на основе сотрудничества между 
всеми заинтересованными сторонами наилучшей практики в этой области на 
национальном и международном уровнях; 

 c) оказании содействия разработке и осуществлению политики лесно-
го сектора, которая является действенной для достижения целей общества, эф-
фективной в плане использования ресурсов и справедливой с точки зрения уче-
та интересов различных участников как в секторе, так и за его пределами; 

 d) доведении информации о достижениях лесного сектора в регионе 
ЕЭК до сведения общественности, директивных органов и других секторов. 

14. В Плане действий затрагиваются вопросы, касающиеся не только эколо-
гичных аспектов экономики лесного сектора, но и конкретного вклада, который 
лесной сектор может внести в развитие экологичной экономики в целом. 

 II. Сфера охвата и характер Плана действий 

19. В Плане действий предлагается комплекс целей для лесного сектора ре-
гиона ЕЭК и возможные меры для достижения этих целей, подлежащие приня-
тию международными организациями, правительствами государств-членов, ча-
стным сектором, гражданским обществом и другими заинтересованными сто-
ронами. 

20. План не является программой работы для этих органов, но включает ме-
ры, которые должны быть осуществлены всеми участниками, включая прави-
тельства, научно-исследовательские круги, частный сектор и гражданское об-
щество, а также международные правительственные и неправительственные 
организации. В нем не указываются конкретные организации или участники, 
которые будут отвечать за реализацию предлагаемых "возможных мер", многие 
из которых, вероятно, будут осуществляться по линии специальных механизмов 
партнерства. Он призван стимулировать принятие мер и служить основой для 
разработки планов и мероприятий многих организаций с целью сосредоточения 
внимания на вопросе о роли лесов в экологичной экономике. 

21. План ориентирован исключительно на лесной сектор региона ЕЭК ООН, 
при этом в нем не рассматривается вопрос о том, каким образом страны регио-
на могут содействовать решению глобальных проблем, в частности проблемы 
обезлесения в тропических регионах. Под "лесным сектором" понимается лес-
ное хозяйство, а также производство и потребление лесных товаров. 
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22. В регионе ЕЭК ООН осуществляется большое число важных междуна-
родных инициатив и программ, посвященных лесному сектору, включая про-
цесс "Леса Европы", План действий ЕС в отношении лесов, Монреальский 
процесс и Международную сеть модельных лесов, каждая из которых пресле-
дует свои конкретные цели и располагает своими ресурсами. Особенностью на-
стоящего Плана действий является то, что он охватывает весь регион ЕЭК ООН 
и что основное внимание в нем уделяется вкладу лесного сектора в развитие 
экологичной экономики, а не более общему вопросу обеспечения устойчивого 
лесопользования. Он также призван служить вкладом в обеспечение перехода к 
экологичной экономике на глобальном уровне путем четкого определения и 
развития потенциала лесного сектора.  

 III. Структура Плана действий 

23. План действий охватывает пять тем и предусматривает осуществление 
деятельности в ряде областей, которые указаны в приложении: 

 1. Устойчивое производство и потребление лесных товаров 

 2. Низкоуглеродный лесной сектор 

 3. Достойные "зеленые" рабочие места в лесном секторе 

 4. Стоимостная оценка лесных экосистемных услуг и их оплата 

 5. Мониторинг и управление в лесном секторе 

 IV. Рекомендации 

 Комитет по лесоматериалам и Европейская лесная комиссия, возможно, 
пожелают одобрить изложенные выше предложения, и в частности: 

 1. приветствовать План действий в качестве основы для обсуж-
дений на сессии и руководства к действию на национальном и 
международном уровнях; 

 2. организовать в рамках к сессии Рабочей группы по экономике 
и статистике лесного сектора в марте 2012 года однодневное со-
вещание с заинтересованными сторонами в целях доработки 
плана и, в частности, определения мероприятий и соответст-
вующих участников; 

 3. представить План действий на Конференции в Рио-де-
Жанейро в 2012 году и дополнительно запросить мнения заин-
тересованных сторон, участвующих в этом международном со-
вещании; 

 4. продолжить работу по улучшению Плана действий в рамках 
соответствующих совещаний ЕЭК/ФАО в 2012 и 2013 годах с 
целью представления окончательного Плана действий на ут-
верждение совместной сессии КЛ/ЕЛК в 2013 году; 

 5. использовать План действий в качестве основы для определе-
ния соответствующих тем, которые могли бы быть охвачены 
совместной программой работы ЕЭК/ФАО по лесоматериалам и 
лесному хозяйству в период процесса обзора; 
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 6. создать в Интернете базу данных, содержащую соответствую-
щие тематические исследования и информацию о накопленном в регионе 
ЕЭК опыте по вопросам, касающимся вклада лесного сектора в развитие 
экологичной экономики, которые должны быть собраны среди государств-
членов и соответствующих организаций. 
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Annex 

The Areas of activity under the topics 

 

Possible actions 

Topic/Area of activity Objective International National and EU 

     1. Sustainable production and 
consumption of forest prod-
ucts 

To encourage patterns of 
consumption and production 
of forest products which are 
truly sustainable. 

Hold high level conference on sustainable consump-
tion patterns for forest products: challenges and 
opportunities. 

Ensure that forest sector is appropriately represented 
at all international forums on sustainable consump-
tion. 

Transform Forest Products Annual Market Review 
into Annual Review of Sustainable Production and 
Consumption of Forest Products. 

Develop strategies for sustainable production and 
consumption (including, but not only, forest prod-
ucts). 

Promote the use of all types of forest products 
(solid, reconstituted, fibre, products of biorefineries) 
in all sectors 

Set targets for share of forest pr oducts in certain 
markets. 

1.1 Certification and labelling of 
sustainable forest manage-
ment, and other standards for 
sustainable forest manage-
ment 

To ensure that consumers are 
fully and accurately in-
formed whether the forest 
products they purchase come 
from sustainable sources. 

To ensure that certification 
and labelling systems en-
courage the sound and sus-
tainable use of wood and 
forest products. 

Maintain monitoring of developments in certifica-
tion and labelling, preferably with more analysis of 
impact of certification and labelling. 

Conference (governmental, but with major stake-
holder input) on 15 years of forest certification: 
what differences has it made, and what are the next 
challenges? 

Promote policy instruments which discourage non-
sustainable products (wood and non-wood). 

Consider policy framework for unified labelling and 
certification systems for forest products. 

Evaluate risks and benefits of including genetically 
modified trees in sustainable forest management, 
and encourage public dialogue on the question. 

Further develop national standards which satisfy 
more than one certification system. 

Collect feedback from stakeholders, notably forest 
owners, processing industries and consumers, on 
their experience with certification: has it changed 
silvicultural practice? Are the costs bearable? Has it 
opened new markets or developed old markets? 

1.2 Procurement practices, 
public and private  

To help public and private 
buyers of forest products to 
develop and implement pro-
curement rules which en-
courage sustainable prac-
tices. 

Create an inventory of public procurement rules in 
ECE member states which encourage sustainable 
forest management, including an analysis of the 
consequences of these rules for forest products mar-
kets. 

Link the development of procurement policies to 
existing legislation and practice on sustainable con-
sumption and production (referring to international 

Harmonise public procurement policies and practice 
to ensure that sustainability considerations are ade-
quately taken into account and do not discriminate 
against forest products. 

Encourage officers responsible for public procure-
ment to prefer forest products from sustainable 
sources (“Green Public Procurement”), and provide 
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Possible actions 

Topic/Area of activity Objective International National and EU 

     standards). reference material to support this task. 

Encourage private bodies procuring forest products 
to align their practice with that of public procure-
ment and not to discriminate against forest products. 

1.3 Wood mobilisation and in-
creasing the potential sus-
tainable wood supply 

To ensure that wood supply 
from the region’s forests, is 
sufficient to satisfy, on a 
sustainable basis, society’s 
needs for renewable raw 
materials and sources of 
energy. 

Review implementation of Good practice guidance 
on sustainable mobilisation of wood in Europe 
(2009): which recommendations have been imple-
mented and what has been successful? 

Carry out research into the social and economic 
drivers of wood supply (derive supply curves for 
wood in the ECE region) 

Carry out research on motives and values of non-
traditional forest owners. 

Implement recommendations of Good practice guid-
ance on sustainable mobilisation of wood in Europe 
fully and rapidly. 

Carry out national studies on opportunities to in-
crease sustainable potential wood supply. 

Invest in infrastructure for mobilisation 

Build capacity in sustainable forest management. 

Increase outreach to non-traditional forest owners. 

1.4 Innovation in forest man-
agement and in production 
and use of forest products 

To promote innovation in 
forest management and in 
production and use of forest 
products, so that the forest 
sector is a competitive sup-
plier of renewable and sus-
tainably produced goods and 
services. 

Organise a regular forum/market to showcase inno-
vative uses of wood and forests, possibly  linked 
with Schweighofer prize for forest innovation.  

Carry out a study of the framework conditions nec-
essary for successful innovation in the forest sector. 

Assess potential and impact of biorefineries. 

Review and promote innovation intended to improve 
efficiency of material use in manufacture and proc-
essing of forest products, and the competitivity of 
the sector. 

Promote conditions conducive to innovation (poli-
cies, framework conditions and changed attitudes). 

Forest industries, working with forest own-
ers/managers, encourage and support innovative 
approaches . 

1.5 Life Cycle Assessment 
(LCA) 

To promote the use of LCA 
data for all materials at all 
stages of manufacturing, use 
and recycling, to support 
decision making at all levels 

Hold a policy forum to present and discuss LCA 
outcomes: Do they really support the idea that forest 
products are in general “lower carbon” than their 
competitors?  If so, what are the consequences for 
policy? 

Promote the development and use of LCA assess-
ment tools beyond the carbon/energy/pollution foot-
print to include also assessment of the influence of 
the life cycle of a given material on biodiversity, 
human health, the workforce and other social as-
pects. 

Ensure forest sector represented at UNEP/SETAC 

Use LCA tools in accordance with ISO standards to 
assess options in a comprehensive way, and take this 
into account in decision making (Governments, pri-
vate sector and civil society). 

Take tangible action to develop an environmental 
LCA. 
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Possible actions 

Topic/Area of activity Objective International National and EU 

     Life Cycle Inventory (LCI) Programme. 

Promote the development and use of environmental 
declarations on labels. 

1.6 Policies and standards for 
green building 

To contribute to the devel-
opment of green building 
standards and promote the 
equitable treatment of all 
materials in terms of sus-
tainability.  

Forest stakeholders to join the UNEP Sustainable 
Building and Climate Initiative (SBCI) steering 
committee and the Technical Advisory Committee on 
materials. 

Establish task force to monitor and analyse the de-
velopments and bring important trends and issues 
(e.g. the alleged unfair treatment of forest products) 
to the attention of policy makers, and monitor 
whether green building codes, standards and pro-
grammes constitute barriers to trade in forest prod-
ucts.  

Study the advantages of including in green building 
standards the footprint of the construction materials 
as well as the use of the building1 and promote the 
conclusions of the study. 

Inform forest sector stakeholders and stakeholders 
from other sectors about developments for green 
building. 

Promote the development and implementation at a 
national level of green building standards which 
treat all materials equitably (active participation of 
Governments and all stakeholders). 

1.7 Trade in wood and forest 
products 

To ensure that only sustaina-
bly and legally produced 
forest products enter the 
market. 

Exchange national experiences on regulations on 
illegal logging. 

Carry out analysis/hold a workshop on long term 
consequences of Lacey Act and EU timber trade 
regulation on the sector (inside and outside the re-
gion), with participation from other regions. 

Carry out a synthesis study on the impact of the new 
carbon accounting scheme on international trade in 
wood and forest products. 

 

Implement agreed international measures rapidly and 
in full.  Provide necessary support to stakeholders 
(information, guidance etc.) 

2 The low carbon forest sector To ensure the forest sector 
makes the best possible 

Analyse the emerging climate change regime from 
the viewpoint of the forest sector, to ensure that it is 

Review national climate change mitigation and ad-
aptation strategies to ensure that the forest sector is 

  

 1 The present European Building Directive only considers the footprint of the building in use and not the footprint of the construction 
materials used. 
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Possible actions 

Topic/Area of activity Objective International National and EU 

     contribution to mitigation 
(sequestration, storage and 
substitution) of, and adapta-
tion to, climate change 

balanced (notably between sequestration and substi-
tution) and compatible with the other dimensions of 
sustainable forest management. 

playing an optimum role, with the right balance 
between carbon sequestration and substitution of 
non-renewable fuels and materials.  Likewise ensure 
national forest programmes address climate change 
issues adequately, and that the two policy areas are 
consistent. 

2.1 Substitution of non-
renewable materials and 
energy 

To encourage the reduction 
of emissions of greenhouse 
gases by substituting wood 
from renewable sources for 
non-renewable materials and 
energy 

Identify markets where the use of forest products 
instead of competitors would cause a significant 
reduction in carbon emissions, using LCA.  (For 
instance low carbon housing) 

Promote this analysis, in cooperation with the pri-
vate sector. 

Continue to monitor developments for wood energy 
(supply and trade), and compare developments with 
policy targets.    

Put demand for wood energy in context of overall 
forest sector trends and potential (inside and outside 
the ECE region). 

Provide guidelines and recommendations for devel-
oping national action plans for energy efficiency and 
material efficiency in buildings (not only for forest 
products). 

Promote the use of wood in construction 

Compare national experience for use of wood in 
construction (benchmarks, policy measures, legal 
frameworks). 

Incorporate cost of non-renewability into all prod-
ucts and fuels to encourage increased use of renew-
able materials and sources of energy, including 
wood.  

Develop a communication strategy to promote use of 
wood as contribution to climate change mitigation. 

Promote use of low carbon energy and materials 
over high-carbon/non-renewable alternatives. 

Promote wood mobilization by improving the func-
tioning of the wood energy market. 

Carry out national studies on wood use in building 
construction. 

Establish targets for the use of wood in construction. 

2.2 Efficient production and use 
of wood: eliminating waste 
from forest to consumer 

To promote the most effi-
cient production and use of 
wood raw material, notably 
by ensuring that forest prod-
ucts are used, re-used and 
recycled, and used for en-
ergy when other uses have 
been considered, with an 
optimal balance of these 
pathways. 

Analyse advantages and disadvantages of the “cas-
cade” approach. 

Develop and/or improve technologies to increase the 
efficiency and profitability of producing wood-based 
renewable energy while minimizing environmental 
impacts. 

Carry out research on the potential and use of bio-
based products, including biochar. 

 

Develop productive uses for landscape care wood 
and recovered wood products, including considera-
tion of the framework conditions necessary for their 
application. 

Avoid wherever possible landfill as a final destina-
tion for wood and paper waste. 
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Possible actions 

Topic/Area of activity Objective International National and EU 

     2.3 Adaptation of the forest to a 
changing climate 

To improve the capacity of 
the forest sector to adapt  to 
climate change and manage 
the risks associated with a 
changing climate 

Hold scientific/policy conference on Adaptation of 
Forests and Forest Management to Changing Cli-
mate in the ECE region, to review progress since the 
global conference on the same topic in 2008. 

Develop an international research project into extent 
and likelihood of future risk to the region’s forests. 

Promote international cooperation and experience 
sharing on development of specific adaptive man-
agement regimes 

Commission research into options for forest manag-
ers to manage risk. 

Commission research into changes in demands on 
forests directly or indirectly due to changing cli-
mate. 

Stimulate cooperation on improved monitoring and 
early warning of forest pests and diseases in the 
region. 

Maintain and strengthen fire monitoring and man-
agement systems. 

Commission research on forest resilience (e.g. to 
pests, storms, fires) in relation to the impacts of 
climate change. 

Develop strategies for the use of forests as a tool for 
adaptation of society and the environment to climate 
change. 

Develop and implement risk management and adap-
tation strategies for forests at national level and by 
forest type/region. 

 

2.4 Carbon sequestration and 
storage 

To promote the sequestration 
and storage of carbon in 
forest ecosystems and har-
vested wood products 

Contribute to the development of a climate change 
regime which provides appropriate incentives to 
maintain or increase carbon stocks in the forest eco-
system (including soil carbon) and harvested wood 
products, while preventing adverse environmental 
impacts. 

Improve monitoring of carbon stocks in forests and 
harvested wood products, for instance by improved 
national greenhouse gas inventories, combined with 
forest inventories. 

Analyse how chain of custody systems for forest 
products can contribute to monitoring of harvested 
wood products, and create incentives to develop this 
approach possibly with cooperation of certification 

Construct a national legal and institutional frame-
work which makes it possible for forest owners and 
industries to be rewarded for carbon sequestration 
and storage 

Incorporate incentives for carbon sequestration and 
storage into planning and operations (forest owners 
and industries). 

Analyse influence on national and local harvest 
levels and silvicultural objectives of present and 
possible future climate change regimes. 

Improve forest management to optimise carbon se-
questration and storage without endangering other 
forest functions. 
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Possible actions 

Topic/Area of activity Objective International National and EU 

     bodies. 

Commission research on consumer perceptions and 
requirements regarding the increased use of long-
lived wood products. 

Commission study of carbon in wood products (ac-
counting, flows, consequence of new climate change 
regime). 

3 Decent green jobs in the 
forest sector 

To ensure that the workforce 
is able to implement sustain-
able forest management, and 
that the forest sector con-
tributes to achieving the 
social goals of the green 
economy by providing de-
cent jobs 

Round table on forest sector workforce, launching 
detailed work on topics below. 

 

Review forest sector workforce issues to fix priori-
ties and communicate their importance including 
wide stakeholder consultation (social partners, 
NGOs and researchers). 

3.1 A skilled workforce To ensure that the workforce 
has the necessary skills to 
carry out the increasingly 
complex tasks associated 
with sustainable forest man-
agement 

Describe the forest sector workforce in detail, (using 
SoEF data and equivalents) and propose improve-
ments in monitoring and analysis. 

Hold a workshop/forum to discuss the main threats 
to sustainability (workforce too old, badly educated, 
career prospects considered unattractive etc.), and 
possible countermeasures: promotion of careers in 
forestry, higher profile of forest work etc.  

Update the earlier ECE/FAO/ILO study of profes-
sion, skills and training. 

Include regular sessions on “new forest jobs in the 
green economy” at high level forest sector meetings. 

Develop tripartite (government/unions/employers) 
approaches to green jobs in the forest sector using 
tools such as regulations, minimum standards, certi-
fication etc.  

Increase investment in education and training of 
contractors, forest workers and forest owners. 

Encourage associations, such as contractors associa-
tions, as a means to improve access to training. 

3.2 Safety and health of the 
forestry workforce 

To reduce the levels of ill-
ness and injury experienced 
at present by the forestry 
workforce, taking into ac-
count the changes in tech-
nology and their implica-
tions for occupational health 
and safety due to the transi-
tion to the Green Economy. 

Raise level of political will to improve the safety 
and health of the workforce, by study of the status 
and trends, with national comparisons, and analysis 
of the differences. 

Establish and maintain a set of comparable data on 
occupational safety and health (at present the data 
are not comparable) and put in place capacity build-
ing for improved reporting on social indicators. 

Monitor implementation of the FAO code of practice 

Enforce relevant legislation, develop regulations if 
necessary to take account of changing technology 
(vibration hazard) and social conditions (self-
employed contractors, migrant workers) 

Fund extension work to make employers and work-
ers sensitive to safety and health issues, and imple-
ment campaigns to promote a culture of preventative 
occupational safety and health. 

Radically improve statistics and monitoring, to en-
able meaningful analysis and preventive action, 
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Possible actions 

Topic/Area of activity Objective International National and EU 

     on forest contractors notably by improving coverage of contractors, farm-
ers, migrant labour etc.  

3.3 Forest operations To review the work methods 
used for harvesting and sil-
viculture, determine whether 
they need to be improved 
and to ensure that best prac-
tice is applied everywhere 

Develop and share best practice for energy- and 
carbon-efficient forest operations. 

Hold workshop on changes in forest operations 
which might be necessary for sustainable forest 
management. 

Provide guidance for on-the-ground forest managers. 
How can they respond to the rapid changes and in-
creasing complexity of their job? 

Organise round table/consultation on status of forest 
operations (challenges and dilemmas, is there suffi-
cient operational capacity for sustainable forest 
management?). 

3.4 Socio-economic impacts of 
Green Economy policies 

To promote application of 
tools to assess socio-
economic impacts of Green 
Economy policies on the 
forest sector 

Monitor impact of green economy policy on em-
ployment in forest sector. 

Include social dimensions in LCA. 

Discuss outcomes in future policy fora. 

Integrate socio-economic assessment in country 
decent work programmes or national employment 
programmes. 

4 Valuation of and payment 
for forest ecosystem services 

To identify and value forest 
functions and to establish 
PES transactions,   encour-
aging sustainable production 
and consumption patterns.  

Review and develop approaches to valuation of and payment for different forest ecosystem services, in the 
UNECE region, involving research and policy bodies. 

4.1 Valuation of forest ecosys-
tem services 

To support the assigning of 
economic value to non-
marketed forest goods and 
services and to enhance the 
understanding and recogni-
tion of the public goods 
generated by forests. 

Estimate forest ecosystem values at the national and 
regional levels.   

 Encourage research linked to policy objectives on 
the valuation for ecosystem services, and possible 
sources of financing for ecosystem services. 

Undertake a comparison of the value of marketed 
and non-marketed goods and services of the forest, 
and recommendations as to how academic valuation 
could be transformed into payment systems. 

Organize a policy forum on emerging dilemmas for 
forest managers and policy makers, focusing on 
identifying critical trade-offs between forest func-
tions. 

Organize a policy forum, based on survey and analy-
sis, leading to concrete recommendations on the 
valuation of the public goods provided by forests 

Undertake national review of forest ecosystem ser-
vices and assess their values using, as appropriate, 
the results of existing valuation studies (value trans-
fer) and possibly from other sectors.  

Encourage the participation of researchers,  forest 
managers and consumers of forest ecosystem ser-
vices in the review and assessment of valuation 
methods. 

Undertake and fund research projects to quantify and 
value (preferably using internationally compatible 
methods) all forest ecosystem services. 

Develop mechanisms for incorporating the results of 
forest ecosystem valuation into national accounting 
frameworks. 

Promote disclosure of values of environmental ser-
vices at the corporate level.  
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Possible actions 

Topic/Area of activity Objective International National and EU 

     such as human health and well-being. 

 Cooperate with other communities such as health, 
biodiversity, climate change, energy, agriculture to 
exchange knowledge on valuation methodologies.  

Establish and maintain online platforms where re-
search institutions could validate and exchange re-
search results on the value of forests and forest 
products.  

 

4.2 Payment for forest ecosys-
tem services: moving from 
theory to practice 

To promote best practice to 
develop and implement PES 
to ensure the continued pro-
vision of forest environ-
mental services. 

Review  and compile experience on payment for 
forest ecosystem services, and monitor progress2, 
taking into account existing material. 

Review and analyse relevant information in State of 
Europe’s Forests. 

Share experiences on the different enabling condi-
tions amongst countries, including on ownership 
patterns and their implications for PES design and 
implementation. 

 Identify opportunities for payments for ecosystem 
services. 

 Review experience and incorporate into existing 
strategies, as appropriate.  Disseminate information 
on PES case studies and build capacity for PES de-
velopment and implementation. 

Enhance policies and instruments for setting the 
framework for PES. 

Identify potential funding options.  

Promote partnerships between forest owners and 
other actors/stakeholders, for instance to develop 
forest tourism/ecotourism. 

4.3 Forests and human health To review ways in which 
forests contribute to human 
health and well being, and 
ascertain whether this infor-
mation is properly incorpo-
rated into policies and prac-
tices 

Organise a regional forum on forests and human 
health to review the situation, opportunities and 
challenges, and make recommendations for future 
work, at the international and national level. This 
would constitute a resource for health and planning 
authorities etc. 

Study on wellbeing in wooden buildings vs. build-
ings with other structures. 

(to be developed, notably in the light of the regional 
forum on forests and human health) 

5 Monitoring and governance 
of the forest sector 

To ensure that the forest 
sector in the region has poli-
cies and institutions which 
promote sustainable forest 
management, that policy 

Carry out national forest sector policy reviews, with 
peer review, along the lines of the environmental 
performance reviews carried out by ECE. 

One stakeholder recommended “policy score cards”. 

Review national forest sector governance and ade-
quacy of available supporting information (when 
such a review has not been undertaken recently).   

  
2 So far PES has progressed mostly at the theoretical level, although some public subsidy schemes are equivalent to PES in some ways.  Now is the time to 
bring together experience, for a wide range of forest ecosystem services and of national situations, compare them and perhaps draw up practical guidelines. 
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Possible actions 

Topic/Area of activity Objective International National and EU 

     making is evidence-based, 
policy instruments are effec-
tive, efficient and equitable, 
and that monitoring is ade-
quate in order to mainstream 
the green economy in forest-
sectoral policies. 

 

5.1 Implementation and im-
provement of criteria and 
indicators of sustainable 
forest management 

To ensure that the informa-
tion available is comprehen-
sive and comparable, struc-
tured according to the re-
gional criteria and indicators 
sets, at the appropriate spa-
tial resolution for decision 
making, that analysis of the 
outlook makes it possible to 
assess the consequences of 
policy choices, and that 
policy makers make use of 
the best available informa-
tion and analysis 

Maintain and develop present inter-organisation 
cooperation on State of Europe’s Forests and forest 
sector outlook studies, set up appropriate task forces 
to address challenges of particular indicators. 

Develop capacity so that all countries can supply 
usable data for all indicators. 

Develop forest sector contribution to broader green 
economy indicator sets: 

- explore how “forest sector” indicators can be used 
to report on green economy 

 - discuss with other sectors how they want to report 
on their contribution to a green economy 

Produce regular fact based reports on sustainable 
forest management in the country, based on interna-
tional and national C&I sets. 

 

    - adjust current C&I  and/or  develop new ones (in 
dialogue with other  sectors). 

 

   Ensure that forest sector indicators for green econ-
omy monitoring are consistent with other forest 
sector indicators, notably of sustainable forest man-
agement.   

 

5.2 Assessment of sustainable 
forest management in the 
region 

To develop an agreed 
method for assessing sus-
tainable forest management 
at the international level, 
based on criteria and indica-
tor sets, and apply this 
method, to provide forest 
sector and other policy mak-
ers with clear information on 
whether forest management 
is sustainable or not 

Develop agreed methodology to assess sustainability 
of forest management, possibly building on SOEF 
2011 experience, and implement it.   

Encourage cooperation between FOREST EUROPE 
and the Montréal Process. 

Assess sustainability of forest management at the 
national level. 

Develop capacity for reporting on indicators of sus-
tainable forest management, at national and interna-
tional level. 
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Possible actions 

Topic/Area of activity Objective International National and EU 

     5.3 Policy instruments for the 
forest sector in a green 
economy leading to institu-
tional framework 

To review existing forest 
sector policy instruments in 
the light of the requirements 
of a green economy, and, if 
necessary, make proposals 
for a new approach.  

To improve synergies at the 
international level 

Prepare detailed and objective study at the regional 
level of policy instruments in place and whether they 
are appropriate for a green economy, leading, if 
appropriate to proposals for improvement.   

Include green economy as the main topic of pro-
grammes of work of relevant forest sector organisa-
tions and institutions. 

Analyse conditions in which policies are set, to 
overcome limitations 

Create European forest partnership on a voluntary 
basis to improve coordination and cooperation be-
tween international organisations in Europe. 

Prepare detailed and objective study at the national 
level of policy instruments in place and whether they 
are appropriate for a green economy, leading, if 
appropriate to proposals for improvement.   

 

5.4 Communication and promo-
tion of sustainable forest 
management and the green 
economy 

To improve communication 
with the public and policy 
makers about the forest sec-
tor’s actual and potential 
role in the green economy 
and facilitate public partici-
pation in the debate on the 
green economy 

Improve the sector’s capacity to communicate, by developing national and international capacity and fund-
ing, and sharing experience. 

Communicate so that public opinion and legislators consider wood an “ecologically preferred” construction 
material. 

5.5 Communication and out-
reach to and coopera-
tion/coordination with other 
parts of the green economy 

To communicate lessons 
learned in the forest sector to 
other sectors, and to learn 
from other sector’s experi-
ence 

Monitor developments in the ECE region forest 
sector in the green economy and ensure that organi-
sations active on global green economy issues, such 
as UNEP, are aware of them. 

Carry out a comparative analysis of the concept of 
“sustainable forest management” as it appears in 
work from different backgrounds such as REDD+, 
LULUCF, forest sector, criteria for bio-energy etc. 

Ensure participation of forest stakeholders in cross-
sectoral processes and initiatives related to green 
economy. 

Establish cross-sectoral working groups, develop 
contacts with other green economy sectors, and 
share experience (also international). 

Highlight good examples of cross-sectoral coordina-
tion/cooperation and identify success factors. Try to 
cover both private and public actors as strategies 
might be different (also international). 

Add “forest & green economy” to the educational 
curriculum. 

 
______________ 

 


