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  Введение 

1. Пятьдесят седьмая пленарная сессия Конференции европейских стати-
стиков (КЕС) состоялась 8−10 июня 2009 года в Женеве. 

  Участники 

2. В сессии приняли участие делегаты из Албании, Австралии, Австрии, 
Беларуси, Болгарии, Боснии и Герцеговины, Бразилии, бывший югославской 
Республики Македония, Венгрии, Германии, Грузии, Дании, Израиля, Ирлан-
дии, Испании, Италии, Канады, Кипра, Кыргызстана, Латвии, Литвы, Мальты, 
Мексики, Нидерландов, Новой Зеландии, Норвегии, Польши, Португалии, Рес-
публики Корея, Республики Молдова, Республики Черногория, Российской Фе-
дерации, Румынии, Сербии, Словакии, Словении, Соединенного Королевства, 
Соединенных Штатов, Таджикистана, Турции, Украины, Финляндии, Франции, 
Хорватии, Чешской Республики, Чили, Швейцарии, Швеции, Эстонии и Япо-
нии.  

3. Европейское сообщество было представлено Евростатом и Европейским 
центральным банком. 

4. Были представлены следующие учреждения Организации Объединенных 
Наций: Детский фонд Организации Объединенных Наций (ЮНИСЕФ), Эконо-
мическая и социальная комиссия для Западной Азии Организации Объединен-
ных Наций (ЭСКЗА ООН), Организация Объединенных Наций по промышлен-
ному развитию (ЮНИДО) и Статистический отдел Организации Объединенных 
Наций (СОООН). 

5. Были представлены следующие международные организации: Европей-
ская организация свободной торговли (ЕАСТ), Межгосударственный статисти-
ческий комитет Содружества Независимых Государств (СНГ-СТАТ), Организа-
ция экономического сотрудничества и развития (ОЭСР) и Всемирная торговая 
организация (ВТО).  

6. Были представлены следующие специализированные учреждения: Банк 
международных расчетов (БМР), Международная организация труда (МОТ) и 
Международный валютный фонд (МВФ). 

 I. Открытие сессии и утверждение повестки дня 

 А. Вступительные заявления 

7. Г-жа Х. Йесканен-Сундстрём, Председатель Конференции, открыла сес-
сию. Г-н Я. Кубиш, Исполнительный секретарь Европейской экономической 
комиссии Организации Объединенных Наций (ЕЭК ООН) обратился к участни-
кам с приветственной речью. 

 В. Повестка дня и процедура 

8. На Конференции председательствовала г-жа Х. Йесканен-Сундстрём 
(Финляндия). 
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9. Была утверждена предварительная повестка дня (ECE/CES/75 и Add.1). 

10. Документация и доклады, рассмотренные на сессии, размещены на веб-
сайте сессии по следующему адресу: http://www.unece.org/stats/ 
documents/2009.06.ces.htm 

 II. Совещания вышестоящих органов Конференции 

 А. Февральская (2009 года) сессия Статистической комиссии 
Организации Объединенных Наций  

11. Представитель Статистического отдела Организации Объединенных На-
ций (СОООН), проинформировал Конференцию об итогах февральской 
(2009 года) сессии Статистической комиссии Организации Объединенных На-
ций. 

 В. Сессия Европейской экономической комиссии Организации 
Объединенных Наций, состоявшаяся в марте−апреле 2009 года 

Документация: ECE/CES/2009/43 

12. Конференция была проинформирована об основных итогах шестьдесят 
третьей сессии ЕЭК ООН, причем особое внимание уделено ее последствиям 
для деятельности КЕС. 

13. Особое значение для программы работы КЕС имеют следующие итоги: 

 а) Комиссия подчеркнула важное значение высококачественных и 
международно сопоставимых статистических данных для оценки экономиче-
ских и социальных изменений в странах. В этом контексте была отмечена и 
поддержана Комиссией работа, осуществляемая Конференцией по измерению 
устойчивого развития; 

 b) Комиссия рекомендовала продолжить, несмотря на текущий фи-
нансовый кризис, усилия по достижению Целей развития, сформулированных в 
Декларации тысячелетия (ЦРДТ), в регионе ЕЭК ООН; 

 с) Комиссия подчеркнула важность наличия точных данных о мигра-
ции и отметила работу ЕЭК ООН по совершенствованию разработки и повы-
шению сопоставимости статистики миграции; 

 d) была подчеркнута важность гендерной перспективы. Комиссия ре-
комендовала ЕЭК ООН продолжить совершенствование своей базы гендерных 
данных, а также указала на необходимость того, чтобы нормативная работа 
ЕЭК ООН учитывала гендерную перспективу. Важно, чтобы ЕЭК ООН продол-
жала оказывать техническую помощь странам Содружества Независимых Госу-
дарств и Юго-Восточной Европы в разработке статистики в разбивке по ген-
дерному признаку. 

14. Председатель КЕС г-жа Йесканен-Сундстрём приняла участие в дискус-
сии по вопросам предотвращения изменения климата и адаптации к нему. Была 
подчеркнута важная роль национальных статистических управлений региона 
ЕЭК ООН в предоставлении статистической информации для мониторинга и 
анализа изменения климата. В этом контексте Комиссия поддержала запланиро-
ванную КЕС работу по изучению масштабов, в которых национальные стати-
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стические управления региона ЕЭК ООН участвуют в связанной с изменением 
климата деятельности и составлении кадастров выбросов парниковых газов. 
Комиссия также приняла к сведению планы КЕС изучить возможности прове-
дения мероприятий, связанных с изменением климата, в таких областях, как 
транспорт, энергетика, лесное хозяйство и жилищный сектор совместно с дру-
гими секторальными комитетами ЕЭК ООН. 

15. Меры для принятия Конференцией: 

16. Конференция была проинформирована о решении Исполнительного ко-
митета ЕЭК ООН, согласно которому все секторальные комитеты должны рас-
смотреть итоги шестьдесят третьей сессии Комиссии. Информация о результа-
тах обсуждений в рамках секторальных комитетов должна быть затем пред-
ставлена Председателями секторальных комитетов на их соответствующих со-
вещаниях с Исполнительным комитетом позднее в 2009 году. Конференция по-
ручила секретариату ЕЭК ООН отслеживать любые вопросы, поднимаемые Ко-
миссией в ходе своей работы. 

 III. Семинар по сочетанию принципов профессиональной 
самостоятельности и подотчетности с мандатом на 
подготовку политически релевантных данных 

17. Настоящий семинар был организован Ирландией. На семинаре были рас-
смотрены различные аспекты обеспечения профессиональной самостоятельно-
сти и подотчетности и вопрос о поиске надлежащего баланса между независи-
мостью и релевантностью официальной статистики. 

 А. Заседание 1: Взаимосвязь между статистиками и политиками: 
определение границ официальной статистики: сохранение 
независимости при одновременном обслуживании спроса 

Документация: ECE/CES/2009/20; ECE/CES/2009/21; ECE/CES/2009/22; 
ECE/CES/2009/23; ECE/CES/2009/38; ECE/CES/2009/40; ECE/CES/2009/42  

18. Данное заседание было организовано Соединенным Королевством. Оно 
опиралось на специальные документы, представленные Австрией, Канадой, 
Чили, Нидерландами, Украиной, Соединенным Королевством, и вспомогатель-
ный документ, представленный Кыргызстаном. Оно было посвящено определе-
нию границ официальной статистики и взаимосвязям между статистиками и 
политиками. Общие темы данного заседания охватывали роль законодательства, 
различные институциональные и административные структуры, статус главного 
статистика в правительстве, отношения с заинтересованными сторонами, про-
фессиональное поведение (кодекс надлежащей практики), статистические про-
граммирование и отчетность, характер финансирования, практика опубликова-
ния данных и субподряд на распространение данных при одновременном обес-
печении независимости и релевантности официальной статистики. 

19. Первая часть обсуждения была посвящены границам официальной стати-
стики и рассмотрению вопроса о том, каким образом определять эти границы, 
повышать доверие общественности к официальной статистике и разъяснять 
пользователям особый статус официальной статистики в сопоставлении с по-
стоянно растущим объемом неофициальных данных. 

20. В ходе обсуждения были подняты следующие вопросы: 
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 а) концепция официальной статистики постоянно развивается. Таким 
образом делимитации ее границ может содействовать определение того, что из-
меряется, каким образом и в каких целях и кто осуществляет измерения; 

 b) определению границ официальной статистики и того, какая инфор-
мация необходима для удовлетворения национальных потребностей, может со-
действовать утвержденная статистическая программа; 

 c) для официальной статистики уровень обеспечения качества и со-
блюдения международных стандартов является важным фактором, каковым он 
может не быть для других разработчиков статистических данных; 

 d) некоторые неофициальные статистические данные, разрабатывае-
мые определенными международными организациями, которые не придержи-
ваются Основных принципов официальной статистики, могут привлекать к себе 
несоразмерно большое внимание со стороны средств массовой информации и 
заменять официальную статистику в качестве основы для принятия решений. 
Таким образом, необходимо разъяснять пользователям качественные преиму-
щества официальной статистики; 

 е) оперативность реагирования имеет весьма важное значение для 
пользователей, и в некоторых случаях неофициальные источники могут быст-
рее реагировать на новые потребности.  

21. Вторая часть дискуссии была посвящена связям между статистиками и 
политиками: обеспечение надлежащего баланса между независимостью и реле-
вантностью, роль различных правительственных структур в обеспечении неза-
висимости иучете потребностей и влияние пользователей на программу стати-
стических работ и установление приоритетов. 

22. В ходе обсуждения были подняты следующие вопросы: 

 а) существует потребность в статистическом просвещении политиков 
и разъяснении характера и правил официальной статистики; 

 b) существует конфликтный потенциал между требованиями незави-
симости и релевантности. Его можно избежать благодаря сочетанию надлежа-
щего законодательства и надежной практики применительно к взаимосвязям 
между избранными официальными лицами и статистиками в целях гарантиро-
вания независимости национальной статистической службы. Нахождению над-
лежащего баланса при наличии напряженности может содействовать использо-
вание международных стандартов, таких как Официальные принципы и Кодекс 
надлежащей практики ЕС; 

 с) необходимо воспитывать перспективное мышление и прогнозиро-
вать информационные возможности политиков. Тесные отношения между ста-
тистиками и политиками могут содействовать повышению релевантности дан-
ных. Необходимо иметь платформу для обсуждения с политиками, например 
через сети заинтересованных сторон, советы пользователей и т.д.  

23. В заключение организатор заседания подчеркнул, что одним из важных 
критериев определения официальной статистики является опора на признанные 
стандарты и руководящие принципы с уделением повышенного внимания со-
поставимости во времени и пространстве. Надлежащий процесс планирования, 
который учитывает потребности пользователей, может содействовать поддер-
жанию релевантности для политиков и других заинтересованных сторон. Су-
ществует потребность в привлечении заинтересованных сторон к участию с це-
лью выработки общего видения статистических потребностей и обеспечения 
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гибкости реагирования на новые потребности. Роль главного статистика в пра-
вительстве имеет весьма важное значение в этом контексте. 

 В. Заседание 2: За рамками разработки официальной статистики: 
развитие синергизма, избежание конфликтов 

Документация: ECE/CES/2009/19; ECE/CES/2009/24; ECE/CES/2009/25; 
ECE/CES/2009/39 

24. Данное заседание было организовано Австрией. Основой для него по-
служили специальные документы, представленные Латвией, Норвегией, ЕЭК 
ООН, а также вспомогательный документ, представленный Швейцарией. 

25. В ходе дискуссии были рассмотрены вопросы, касающиеся деятельности, 
граничащие с официальной статистикой. Конференция обсудила воздействие 
проведения исследований, прогнозирования и анализа политики и влияние 
ошибок и пересмотра данных на доверие и восприятие общественностью ста-
тистических организаций. Кроме того, был рассмотрен вопрос о применимости 
Основных принципов к исследовательской работе, проводимой статистически-
ми организациями и в сотрудничестве с нестатистическими организациями, и 
вопросов, связанных с ведением статистическими организациями администра-
тивных регистров. 

26. Были приведены примеры различных нестатистических видов работ, 
подчеркивающие эффективность взаимодействия с правительством и выгоды 
для статистических организаций от участия в этих мероприятиях. Было также 
отмечено, что существуют многочисленные пограничные случаи, например со-
вместные системы сбора данных для статистических и нестатистических целей. 
Была подчеркнута важность строгого разделения статистических и нестатисти-
ческих работ, а также желательность наличия четкой правовой основы для вы-
полнения нестатистических задач. Решение о возможном участии в нестатисти-
ческих работах должны приниматься с учетом Основных принципов официаль-
ной статистики. Статистическая организация должна установить, при каких ус-
ловиях могут осуществляться такие работы с учетом сопутствующих выгод и 
рисков. 

 С. Заседание 3: "Внебюджетная" отчетность: измерение и 
удовлетворение ожиданий общественности 

Документация: ECE/CES/2009/26; ECE/CES/2009/27; ECE/CES/2009/28 

27. Данное заседание было организовано Францией. Оно опиралось на спе-
циальные документы, представленные Австралией, Болгарией и Швецией. Ос-
новное внимание в ходе обсуждения было уделено следующим трем главным 
вопросам: потребность в механизме выявления ожиданий пользователей, меха-
низмы оценки эффективности и административная подотчетность статистиче-
ских учреждений в качестве государственных организаций. 

28. В ходе обсуждения были подняты следующие вопросы: 

 а) административная подотчетность зачастую сосредоточена на во-
просах и процессах, которые весьма отличаются от профессиональной стати-
стической подотчетности; 
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 b) при разработке статистических данных, которые финансируются 
потребителем, статистическое управление должно оставаться независимым с 
точки зрения выбора методологии и публикации результатов, даже когда они 
могут не согласовываться с программой пользователя; 

 с) координирующие статистику руководящие органы должны играть 
свою роль в обеспечении подотчетности; 

 d) статистические управления должны изучить вопрос о том, каким 
образом учитывать ожидания общественности исходя из постоянно расширяю-
щихся возможностей пользователей выбирать альтернативных поставщиков 
статистики. Необходимо определить институциональные процедуры для выяв-
ления и удовлетворения новых потребностей. 

29. В заключение организатор заседания отметил, что в последние годы про-
изошли изменения, содействовавшие улучшению подотчетности статистиче-
ских управлений, однако это требует дополнительных людских ресурсов. Под-
отчетность управления перед различными группами должна носить сбаланси-
рованный характер. Улучшенная подотчетность может содействовать усилению 
независимости. 

 D. Заседание 4: Общая дискуссия и выводы 

30. На заключительном заседании под руководством председателя Семинара 
была проведена общая дискуссия и представлены выводы. Ниже приводится ре-
зюме вопросов, поднятых в ходе обсуждения: 

 а) консенсус в отношении точной границы официальной статистики 
отсутствует. Широкое определение охватывает все соответствующие виды ста-
тистической информации, разрабатываемые государственными органами. Более 
узкое определение ограничивается, например, статистикой, разрабатываемой 
национальными статистическими организациями (НСО) или разрабатываемой в 
соответствии со статистическим законодательством или подверженной процес-
су оценки качества; 

 b) обеспечению независимости и релевантности без создания напря-
женности может содействовать надлежащее законодательство и хорошо укоре-
нившаяся практика невмешательства политиков. В других обстоятельствах мо-
гут существовать определенный компромисс или напряженность между требо-
ваниями обеспечения полной независимости и релевантности статистики. Ста-
тистические учреждения должны проявлять инициативу в установлении связей 
и барьеров между ними и политиками. Статистическое законодательство и 
вспомогательные механизмы, такие как советы пользователей, могут сыграть 
важную роль в установлении надлежащего баланса; 

 с) статистические организации могут иметь обязанности, выходящие 
за рамки разработки официальной статистики: эти задачи должны тщательно 
контролироваться во избежание противоречий с Основными принципами офи-
циальной статистики. Необходимо четко отделять статистические работы от не-
статистических при наличии четкой правовой основы для каждой из них; 

 d) можно выявить три формы подотчетности: административная, 
профессиональная и демократическая. Все они имеют важное значение и долж-
ны учитываться. Вопрос о том, что представляет собой желательная институ-
циональная организация для прямой подотчетности НСУ, заслуживает допол-
нительного обсуждения. Процедуры подотчетности статистической организа-
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ции могут иметь различные формы, и существует четкая потребность в актив-
ном диалоге с заинтересованными сторонами и пользователями для обеспече-
ния подотчетности; 

 е) для поддержания доверия ключевое значение имеют профессиона-
лизм и положительное восприятие общественностью. Была подчеркнута ключе-
вая роль средств массовой информации в формировании образа статистическо-
го управления в глазах общественности. 

31. Конференция приветствовала плодотворные обсуждения, состоявшиеся в 
ходе семинара, которые позволили получить ценную информацию по этой 
весьма важной теме для глав НСУ. 

32. Меры для принятия Конференцией: 

33. Конференция рекомендовала подготовить конкретный материал по ито-
гам семинара (например, отчет). Конференция также поручила Бюро КЕС и 
секретариату отслеживать развитие вопросов, поднятых на семинаре. 

 IV. Cеминар по стратегическим вопросам статистики 
предприятий 

34. Настоящий семинар был организован Канадой и Евростатом. Основное 
внимание на нем было уделено двум главным задачам, стоящим в настоящее 
время перед статистикой предприятий, которые им предстоит решать и в буду-
щем: необходимость снижения статистической нагрузки на предприятия и не-
обходимость совершенствования статистики об экономических и структурных 
изменениях, связанных с процессом глобализации. 

 А. Заседание 1: Снижение нагрузки на респондентов 

Документация: ECE/CES/2009/13; ECE/CES/2009/14; ECE/CES/2009/15; 
ECE/CES/2009/29; ECE/CES/2009/30; ECE/CES/2009/31; ECE/CES/2009/35; 
ECE/CES/2009/36; ECE/CES/2009/37  

35. Данное заседание было организовано Словенией. Оно опиралось на спе-
циальные документы, представленные Евростатом, Португалией и Словенией, и 
вспомогательные документы, представленные Германией, Литвой, Канадой, 
Францией, Швейцарией и Швецией. 

36. На этом заседании основное внимание было уделено текущим попыткам 
статистических управлений и международных организаций снизить нагрузку на 
респондентов. В дополнение к вопросам более эффективного использования 
коммерческих регистров и административных данных участники заседания 
также обсудили необходимость проведения дифференциации между фактиче-
ской и мнимой нагрузкой на респондентов; признания компромисса между на-
грузкой и качеством статистических данных; и оценки затрат и выгод использо-
вания административных данных взамен обследований. 

37. В ходе обсуждения были подняты следующие вопросы: 

 а) политическое давление, оказываемое с целью снижения нагрузки 
на респондентов, является значительным. Однако, поскольку НСУ работают в 
этом направлении уже на протяжении многих лет, возможности для дополни-
тельного существенного снижения могут оказаться весьма ограниченными; 
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 b) для скорейшего преодоления финансового и экономического кризи-
са существует очевидная потребность в своевременных и надежных официаль-
ных статистических данных. В этом контексте противоречие между ростом 
спроса на статистику и требованием снижения нагрузки на респондентов еще 
более обострилось. Кроме того, статистические управления вынуждены конку-
рировать с коммерческими поставщиками данных, которые могут оплачивать 
собранные данные или же предоставлять другие выгоды респондентам; 

 с) Евростат провел оценку во времени динамики нагрузки на респон-
дентов в ряде стран Европейского союза (ЕС). Однако ему не удалось получить 
четкой картины: измеренная нагрузка не всегда сопоставима между странами, 
а сам процесс оценки является весьма ресурсоемкой и дорогостоящей процеду-
рой; 

 d) зачастую крупной проблемой является не практическая, а вообра-
жаемая нагрузка. В этом отношении важное значение приобретает связь с пред-
приятиями-респондентами. НСУ необходимо лучше их информировать о выго-
дах статистики, в частности малые и средние предприятия; 

 е) понимание практики учета предприятий и более широкое исполь-
зование современных методов и систем информационной технологии (ИТ), та-
ких как электронное предоставление данных, доказали свою эффективность с 
точки зрения снижения мнимой нагрузки; 

 f) использование комплексных систем сбора данных, в рамках кото-
рых предприятия предоставляют данные в соответствии с различными закон-
ными обязательствами лишь один раз, способно снизить одновременно как 
фактическую, так и мнимую нагрузку и содействовать повышению своевремен-
ности и непротиворечивости данных; 

 g) использование административных источников, как правило, ведет к 
снижению нагрузки на респондентов, однако имеет определенные риски. Ад-
министративные данные не могут полностью заменить обследования: в некото-
рых областях административные данные не существуют, некоторые определе-
ния и требования могут не согласовываться со статистическими; изменение и 
упразднение административных источников редко координируются с НСУ, а 
данные из административных источников могут исчезать в тех случаях, когда 
административный орган, занимающийся сбором, более в них не нуждается. 
Кроме того, административные данные не всегда являются столь же своевре-
менными, что и данные обследований, что создает необходимость в моделиро-
вании и прогнозировании. Адаптация к административным источникам в неко-
торых случаях сопряжена с бо льшими расходами, чем использование обследо-
ваний. 

38. Организатор заседания завершил заседание следующими заключитель-
ными замечаниями: 

 а) снижение нагрузки на респондентов является не одноразовым ме-
роприятием, а непрерывным процессом;  

 b) значительный прогресс уже достигнут статистическим сообщест-
вом в снижении нагрузки, в связи с чем новые попытки снизить нагрузку не 
всегда могут быть рациональными; 

 с) использование данных из административных источников должно 
координироваться между НСУ и учреждением, ведущим административные 
данные, с целью поощрения адаптации концепций и обеспечения стабильности 
и непрерывности данных. НСУ следует заключать соглашения об обслужива-
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нии и налаживать партнерство с заинтересованными сторонами и разработчи-
ками административных данных с целью максимально возможного снижения 
связанных с этим факторов риска; 

 d) существует необходимость в улучшении связей между статистика-
ми, респондентами и потребителями с целью лучшего пояснения выгод стати-
стики и снижения мнимой нагрузки; 

 е) снижение нагрузки не должно осуществляться без оценки ее воз-
действия на требуемые статистические ресурсы и качество данных; 

 f) спрос на новые статистические данные должен тщательно оцени-
ваться до включения их в программу статистических работ. 

 В. Заседание 2: Новые направления, новые разработки и 
потребности пользователей в области статистики предприятий 

Документация: ECE/CES/2009/16; ECE/CES/2009/17; ECE/CES/2009/18; 
ECE/CES/2009/32; ECE/CES/2009/33; ECE/CES/2009/34; ECE/CES/2009/41  

39. Настоящее заседание было организовано Францией. С основным докла-
дом выступил г-н Т. Мезенбург (Бюро переписей Соединенных Штатов 
(США)). Оно опиралось на специальные документы, представленные Норвеги-
ей, Испанией, Бюро экономического анализа США (БЭА США), и вспомога-
тельные документы, представленные Албанией, Бразилией, Нидерландами и 
ОЭСР. 

40. В основном докладе "Вопросы и вызовы в области статистики предпри-
ятий" было подчеркнуто, что финансовый кризис привел к сосредоточению 
внимания общественности на экономическом измерении. Он также позволил 
получить в некоторых случаях дополнительное финансирование для разработки 
более оперативной статистической информации. Новые продук-
ты/статистические данные должны быть ориентированы на удовлетворение по-
требностей политиков. Исходя из этого НСУ предоставляется уникальная воз-
можность для усовершенствования официальной статистики предприятий. Для 
обеспечения прогресса в этом направлении НСУ должны: 

 а) стимулировать инновации путем поощрения активных и критиче-
ских исследовательских программ, опирающихся одновременно на эксперт-
ные ресурсы НСУ, а также внешних исследователей; 

 b) более эффективно использовать экспертные знания предприятий, 
исследователей и политиков для выявления важных тенденций и установления 
приоритетов в измерениях; 

 с) разработать рамки и методы для приоритизации статистических 
программ. 

41. Основная часть заседания была посвящена стратегическим вызовам в об-
ласти сбора информации от предприятий о структуре и деятельности многона-
циональных предприятий и о деловых и инновационных стратегиях и немате-
риальных активах (например, знания, "гудвилл"). На заседании были также рас-
смотрены попытки измерить внутренний аутсорсинг и импортированные про-
межуточные вводимые ресурсы на основе методологии "капитал, рабочая сила, 
энергоресурсы, материалы, услуги и выпуск" (KLEMS).  

42. В ходе обсуждения были подняты следующие вопросы: 
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 а) полезным руководством для других НСУ может служить опыт Нор-
вегии в деле использования административных данных и данных существую-
щих обследований для разработки статистики о структуре и деятельности кон-
тролируемых из-за рубежа многонациональных предприятий (МНП); 

 b) основными пользователями внутренней статистики торговли зару-
бежных филиалов (СТЗФ) являются исследователи и в некоторых случаях цен-
тральные банки, поскольку статистика СТЗФ содействует пониманию важности 
глобализации и роли многонациональных компаний в экономическом развитии 
страны; 

 с) если затраты на обследования с целью определения конечной кон-
тролирующей институциональной единицы (ККИ) являются высокими, тогда 
административные источники являются достаточно гибкими для включения та-
кой информации в число обязательных переменных, а практические возможно-
сти использования поставщиков коммерческих данных требуют проверки; 

 d) задачи ограничения нагрузки на респондентов и улучшения непро-
тиворечивости собираемых данных также распространяются и на разработку 
статистики об инновациях и исследованиях и разработках (НИОКР). Много-
кратное использование одного и того же вопросника и поддержание тесных 
контактов с респондентами может содействовать обеспечению непротиворечи-
вости данных; 

 е) анализ собранных микроданных имеет чрезвычайно важное значе-
ние для повышения качества статистики об инновациях и НИОКР. Наилучшие 
результаты могут быть получены в том случае, если разработкой вопросников 
занимается специализированная группа (например, экономисты и инженеры). 
Надлежащее внимание следует уделять используемой статистической единице. 
Стратификация данных на основе географических признаков и занятости по-
зволяет получать результаты в региональном разрезе; 

 f) аутсорсинг может рассматриваться в качестве скрытого типа инно-
ваций, поскольку фирмы пытаются использовать аутсорсинг для повышения 
специализации производства и минимизации издержек; 

 g) попытка БЭА США измерить внутренний аутсорсинг и импорти-
руемые промежуточные вводимые ресурсы с использованием крупной выборки 
данных экономической переписи во избежание прямого опроса респондентов 
может служить возможным решением ограничения нагрузки на респондентов 
при разработке новых видов статистических данных.  

43. Завершая заседание, его организатор сделал следующие заключительные 
замечания:  

 а) большинство данных СТЗФ могут быть получены путем комбини-
рования и совершенствования административных данных, однако для этого 
должна использоваться специальная методология; 

 b) существует потребность в широкой концепции инноваций с целью 
охвата всех отраслей, включая маркетинговые и организационные инновации; 

 с) косвенные измерения на основе национальных счетов способны 
пролить свет на динамику промежуточного импорта и рост внутреннего аутсор-
синга. 
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 С. Выводы семинара 

44. Ниже приводится резюме вопросов, поднятых в ходе обсуждения: 

 а) финансовый кризис привел к сосредоточению внимания общест-
венности на измерении экономических явлений. Это может служить возможно-
стью для совершенствования статистики предприятий, с тем чтобы сделать ее 
более оперативно реагирующей на потребности политиков; 

 b) спрос на новые виды статистических данных должен тщательно 
оцениваться с учетом необходимости повышения качества и дополнительной 
детализации существующей статистики, а также соображений, касающихся на-
грузки на респондентов; 

 с) снижение нагрузки на респондентов является непрерывным про-
цессом. Хотя в этой области в последние годы был достигнут значительный 
прогресс, во многих странах сохраняется потребность и политическое давление 
с точки зрения продолжения усилий по дальнейшему снижению нагрузки на 
предприятия, связанной с предоставлением отчетности. Однако шаги по сниже-
нию нагрузки не должны предприниматься без оценки их влияния на требуемые 
статистические ресурсы и качество данных; 

 d) статистические управления также должны решать проблему мни-
мой нагрузки на респондентов, например путем улучшения связи с респонден-
тами; 

 е) использование административных источников с целью снижения 
нагрузки на респондентов не во всех случаях представляется практически осу-
ществимым в силу различных ограничений (качество или наличие администра-
тивных источников, правовые ограничения и т.д.). Существует большой объем 
успешного опыта интегрирования данных из различных источников. Было бы 
полезно задокументировать эту эффективную практику наряду с преимущест-
вами и недостатками различных подходов;  

 f) статистические управления наблюдают рост спроса на микродан-
ные о предприятиях для целей анализа и исследований, который не может быть 
ими удовлетворен, не ставя под сомнение конфиденциальность; 

 g) при удовлетворении потребностей пользователей в новых видах 
статистики предприятий статистические управления сталкиваются с необходи-
мостью нахождения компромисса между различными составляющими качества: 
своевременностью и надежностью. КЕС в рамках своей будущей работы долж-
на рассмотреть возможность изучения этого вопроса и связанных с ним про-
блем, включая усилившуюся конкуренцию между официальной статистикой и 
коммерческими поставщиками данных. 

45. Меры для принятия Конференцией: 

46. Конференция приветствовала плодотворное обсуждение в ходе семинара 
и поручила секретариату и Бюро КЕС следить за развитием соответствующих 
тем в ходе своей работы. 
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 V. Координация международной статистической 
деятельности в регионе Европейской экономической 
комиссии Организации Объединенных Наций 

 А. Итоги углубленных анализов, проведенных Бюро в октябре 
2008 года и феврале 2009 года 

 1. Жилищная статистика 

Документация: ECE/CES/2009/4 и Add.1 

47. Конференции были представлены итоги углубленного анализа жилищной 
статистики, проведенного Бюро в феврале 2009 года, а также результаты обсле-
дования жилищной статистики, проведенного секретариатом в апреле-мае 
2009 года. 

48. На основе результатов данного обследования Конференция рассмотрела 
вопрос о приоритетных областях жилищной статистики, в которых на между-
народном уровне в будущем может быть проведена работа. В ходе обсуждения 
были подняты следующие вопросы: 

 а) статистики должны использовать предстоящий цикл переписей на-
селения и жилищного фонда для получения максимального по возможности 
объема данных о жилье; 

 b) одним из возможных приоритетов жилищной статистики является 
влияние экономического кризиса на различные аспекты жилья; 

 с) одним из главных приоритетов являются цены на жилую недвижи-
мость; 

 d) необходимо завершить деятельность в уже существующих приори-
тетных областях, а не определять новые. 

49. Меры для принятия Конференцией: 

50. Бюро было поручено проанализировать на его совещании в октябре 
2009 года результаты обследования и замечания стран, сделанные в ходе обсу-
ждения на пленарной сессии КЕС, принять решение о проведении последую-
щей деятельности, в случае необходимости, и представить соответствующий 
доклад Конференции в июне 2010 года. 

 2. Статистика сельского хозяйства 

Документация: ECE/CES/2009/5 

51. Конференции были представлены итоги углубленного анализа статистики 
сельского хозяйства, проведенного Бюро в октябре 2008 года, и последующей 
дискуссии, состоявшейся в феврале 2009 года. Среди членов КЕС в январе 
2009 года был распространен документ, посвященный углубленному анализу, 
для письменных замечаний. Консультации со странами продемонстрировали 
необходимость усиления международной координации в области статистики 
сельского хозяйства. 

52. Меры для принятия Конференцией: 

53. Конференция приняла решение о том, что Евростат подготовит круг ве-
дения будущей работы в области статистики сельского хозяйства в регионе ЕЭК 
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ООН, включая создание небольшой целевой группы для этой цели. Конферен-
ция поручила секретариату и Бюро КЕС следить по мере необходимости за со-
ответствующими мероприятиями. 

 3. Статистика расходов на рабочую силу 

Документация: ECE/CES/2009/6 

54. Конференции были представлены итоги углубленного анализа статистики 
расходов на рабочую силу, проведенного Бюро в октябре 2008 года, и после-
дующей дискуссии, состоявшейся в феврале 2009 года. Было отмечено, что не-
которые из проблем, обозначенных в документе, уже были решены в результате 
принятия пересмотренных рекомендаций о рабочем времени семнадцатой Ме-
ждународной конференцией статистиков труда (МКСТ), которая состоялась по-
сле проведения Бюро углубленного анализа. 

55. Меры для принятия Конференцией: 

56. Конференция поручила Бюро следить за деятельностью, осуществляемой 
международными организациями в этой области, и вернуться к рассмотрению 
данной темы в будущем, если в этом возникнет необходимость. 

 В. Углубленный анализ вопросов распространения, передачи и 
публикации статистических данных 

Документация: ECE/CES/2009/7 

57. Конференция обсудила проблемы в области распространения, передачи и 
публикации статистических данных на основе документа, подготовленного Ру-
ководящей группой по распространению и передаче статистических данных и 
секретариатом ЕЭК ООН. Итоги дискуссии послужат вкладом в углубленный 
анализ этой темы Бюро КЕС в октябре 2009 года. 

58. В ходе обсуждения были подняты следующие вопросы: 

 а) статистические управления постепенно отходят от печатных пуб-
ликаций. Однако в некоторых случаях целесообразно сохранять бумажные пуб-
ликации. Короткие, междисциплинарные и двуязычные публикации с уделени-
ем повышенного внимания графикам завоевывают все большую популярность 
среди пользователей. Комбинирование данных с экономическим анализом со-
действует повышению привлекательности и популярности статистики в некото-
рых странах; 

 b) влияние и соотношение "цена - качество" новых инструментов ви-
зуализации требует более тщательной оценки. В настоящее время они, возмож-
но, избыточно сосредоточены на данных, но при этом они должны также позво-
лять указывать различия в качестве данных; 

 c) необходимо провести дополнительную работу по измерению влия-
ния различных практических методов коммуникации. Замечания пользователей 
свидетельствуют о том, что улучшение связи должно стать одним из приорите-
тов для многих статистических организаций, особенно в условиях текущего 
финансового кризиса. Требуются дополнительные усилия по налаживанию свя-
зи с основными пользователями, такими как средства массовой информации и 
политики, а не только с труднодоступными группами. Рост конкуренции со сто-
роны других разработчиков данных обусловливает усиление необходимости 
профессионализации коммуникационной политики статистических управлений; 
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 d) обсуждение практических методов распространения в настоящем 
документе было избыточно сосредоточено на Целях развития, сформулирован-
ных в Декларации тысячелетия, и, следовательно, требует расширения; 

 e) необходимо проделать дополнительную работу для того, чтобы 
сделать данные более понятными и легкими для нахождения и оценки благода-
ря использованию новых разработок в области технологий ветпоиска. Исполь-
зование Стандарта обмена статистическими данными и метаданными (SDMX) и 
других стандартов метаданных имеет важное значение в этом отношении; 

 f) использование надлежащих методов распространения в таких об-
ластях, как доступ к данным до публикации, использование календаря публика-
ций и борьба с ошибочным использованием и непониманием, имеет чрезвычай-
но важное значение для повышения авторитета и независимости статистиче-
ских организаций; 

 g) в этой области существуют многочисленные проблемы, и многое 
может быть сделано на национальном и международном уровнях для совершен-
ствования передачи и распространения статистических данных. Важно также 
приоритезировать работу и избегать дублирования с другими группами, рабо-
тающими в смежных областях. 

59. Меры для принятия Конференцией: 

60. Конференция выразила поддержку работе Руководящей группы и привет-
ствовала плодотворную дискуссию по данному пункту повестки дня, которая 
позволила получить ценную информацию для углубленного анализа вопросов 
распространения, передачи и публикации статистических данных, который бу-
дет проведен Бюро КЕС в октябре 2009 года. С этой целью Руководящей груп-
пой и секретариатом ЕЭК ООН будет подготовлена новая версия данного доку-
мента, отражающая итоги прошедшей дискуссии. 

 VI. Принципы по аспектам конфиденциальности и 
защиты интегрированных статистических данных  

Документация: ECE/CES/2009/3/Rev.1 и Add.1 

61. В апреле 2009 года среди стран для письменных замечаний были распро-
странены Принципы и Руководящие положения, касающиеся аспектов конфи-
денциальности интегрированных наборов данных для статистических или 
смежных исследовательских целей. Большинство стран поддержали принятие 
данных Принципов, в то время как некоторые страны обратились с просьбой 
дополнительно пояснить некоторые вопросы. Пересмотренный вариант доку-
мента (ECE/CES/2009/3/Rev.1) учитывает полученные замечания.  

62. Была подчеркнута сложность разработки данных Принципов и Руково-
дящих положений. Существуют разнообразные законодательные и культурные 
контексты, и данные зачастую исходно собираются не в статистических целях. 
Некоторые страны подчеркнули, что данный документ носит рекомендательный 
характер, опирается на наилучшую практику и не имеет под собой правовой 
основы. Составить правовой текст, который бы учитывал конкретные ограниче-
ния всех национальных правовых основ, не представляется возможным. Другие 
страны выразили озабоченность по поводу того, что эти принципы могут при-
обрести квазиправовой статус, особенно в странах с неразвитым статистиче-
ским законодательством, или могут стать объектом манипуляций со стороны 



 ECE/CES/76 

GE.09-24850 15 

средств массовой информации или других субъектов для решения своих кон-
кретных задач. 

63. Меры для принятия Конференцией: 

64. Конференция приняла к сведению озабоченность Польши в отношении 
возможного ошибочного толкования Руководящих положений, особенно внеш-
ними исследованиями (в частности, пункта 5 i)) и органами, не связанными с 
национальной статистической организацией (принцип 2, пункт 12 а)). Польша 
внесла предложение об изъятии в конце пункта 12 а) слов "и/или компетентным 
органом за рамками НСУ", что позволит существенно снизить соответствую-
щую озабоченность. 

65. Конференция одобрила "Принципы и Руководящие положения, касающие-
ся аспектов конфиденциальности интегрированных наборов данных для ста-
тистических или смежных исследовательских целей", содержащиеся в доку-
менте (ECE/CES/2009/3/Rev.1) при условии внесения поправки, предложенной 
выше Польшей. Конференция приняла решение о том, что данные Руководящие 
положения пройдут тестирование в течение ближайших двух лет. Конференция 
рассмотрит данные Руководящие положения в 2011 году. Странам было пред-
ложено информировать секретариат о любых проблемах, встреченных с осуще-
ствлением данных Руководящих положений. 

 VII. Руководящие принципы использования и 
распространения данных о международной 
иммиграции в интересах содействия их 
использованию в целях совершенствования данных 
стран выезда об эмиграции 

Документация: ECE/CES/2009/10, Add.1 и Add.2, ECE/CES/2009/11 

66. Конференция одобрила Руководящие принципы использования и распро-
странения данных о международной иммиграции в интересах содействия их 
использованию в целях или совершенствования данных стран выезда об эмигра-
ции, при условии внесения поправок, изложенных в документе 
ECE/CES/2009/10/Add.2. 

 VIII. Руководства по обследованиям виктимизации 

Документация: ECE/CES/2009/12, Add.1 и Add.2 

67. Конференция одобрила Руководство по обследованиям виктимизации при 
условии внесения поправок, изложенных в документе ECE/CES/2009/12/Add.2, 
а также с учетом замечаний, сделанных в ходе обсуждения. 

68. Конференция отметила прекрасное сотрудничество между ЕЭК ООН, Ев-
ростатом и Управлением по наркотикам и преступности Организации Объеди-
ненных Наций (УНП ООН) в деле разработки настоящего Руководства. Конфе-
ренция приняла решение о проведении дальнейшей работы с целью разработки 
классификации преступлений и поручила Бюро КЕС и секретариату принять 
необходимые меры. 
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 IX. Доклады о ходе работы 

 A. Статистическая программа Европейской экономической 
комиссии Организации Объединенных Наций: доклад за 
2008 год и планы на 2009 год 

Документация: ECE/CES/2009/44 

69. Конференция положительно оценила работу, проделанную Отделом ста-
тистики ЕЭК ООН по осуществлению Статистических программ на 2008 и 
2009 годы и одобрила планы на остающуюся часть 2009 года. 

 B. Доклады о работе совещаний Бюро Конференции европейских 
статистиков, круги ведения групп специалистов, работающих 
под эгидой Конференции 

Документация: ECE/CES/2009/1, ECE/CES/2009/2 и Add.1 

70. Конференция одобрила мероприятия, проведенные в рамках Статистиче-
ской программы ЕЭК ООН на 2009 год, и круги ведения руководящих групп, 
целевых групп, групп экспертов и организационных комитетов КЕС, созданных 
Бюро КЕС. Конференция также одобрила перечень совещаний, запланирован-
ных на период с июня 2009 года по июнь 2010 года, содержащийся в документе 
ECE/CES/2009/2/Add.1. Эти документы приводятся в приложении к настоящему 
докладу о работе пленарной сессии Конференции 2009 года. 

 Х. Определение тем для рассмотрения на семинарах в 
ходе пленарной сессии Конференции европейских 
статистиков 2010 года 

Документация: ECE/CES/2009/45 и Add.1 

71. ЕЭК ООН провела в мае 2009 года опрос членов Конференции с целью 
определения тем для рассмотрения на семинарах в ходе пленарной сессии КЕС 
2010 года. С учетом результатов опроса и рекомендаций Бюро для рассмотре-
ния на семинарах в 2010 году были отобраны следующие темы: 

 А. Влияние глобальных кризисов на статистические системы 

Организаторы семинара: МВФ, ОЭСР. 

Организаторы заседаний: Нидерланды. 

Предложенные документы: Болгария, Франция, Нидерланды, Новая Зеландия, 
Всемирная торговая организация. 

 В. Пространственная статистика/роль пространственного 
измерения в официальной статистике 

Организаторы семинара: Евростат и Мексика. 

Организаторы заседаний: Австрия, Бразилия, Соединенные Штаты, Евростат. 
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Предложенные документы: Австралия, Австрия, Португалия, Словения, Соеди-
ненные Штаты, ЮНИДО. 

72. Меры для принятия: 

73. Секретариат распространит электронную копию предложения в отноше-
нии тем для рассмотрения на семинарах в 2010 году (документ 
ECE/CES/2009/45/Add.1), с тем чтобы позволить странам проконсультироваться 
со своими управлениями на предмет возможного вклада. 

74. Организаторы семинаров предложат избранным странам и организациям 
подготовить документы для семинаров, призванные послужить основой для об-
суждения. 

75. Конференция поручила Бюро КЕС и секретариату следить за организаци-
ей двух семинаров в 2010 году. 

 ХI. Выборы Бюро Конференции европейских статистиков 

Документация: ECE/CES/2009/8 

76. На срок полномочий 2009-10 и 2010-11 годов на основе предложения, вы-
двинутого К. Уоллманн, которая занимала пост Председателя Конференции ра-
нее других, Конференция избрала:  

г-жу Х. Йесканен-Сундстрём (Финляндия) Председателем и следующих лиц 
заместителями Председателя Бюро: 

г-н Б. Пинк (Австралия) 

г-н Э. Перейра Нунес (Бразилия) 

г-н М. Шейх (Канада) 

г-н Дж. О'Хэнлон (Ирландия) 

г-н О. Олсен (Норвегия) 

г-жа И. Кризман (Словения) 

г-н О. Осауленко (Украина) 

 XII. Прочие вопросы 

 А. Организация совещаний Бюро Конференции европейских 
статистиков 

Документация: ECE/CES/2009/9 

77. Конференция приняла решение временно приостановить действие под-
пунктов 12 а), b) и с), касающихся совещаний Бюро КЕС, Правил, регулирую-
щих работу Конференции и Бюро (ECE/CES/2009/8); 

78. В период октября 2009 года до октября 2011 года Совещания Бюро КЕС 
будут проходить по следующему графику: 

 а) двухдневное совещание осенью (предпочтительно в октяб-
ре−ноябре); 
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 b) однодневное совещание в связи с пленарной сессией КЕС в июне; 
и 

 с) краткое совещание в ходе сессии Статистической комиссии ООН в 
феврале/марте в Нью-Йорке, в случае необходимости. 

79. В октябре 2011 года Бюро оценит такую периодичность и график прове-
дения совещаний Бюро КЕС и примет решение относительно предложения 
Конференции внести изменения в Правила в этом отношении. 

 В. Дань памяти г-на С. Лонгва; выражение благодарности  
г-ну Х. Брюнгеру 

80. В момент открытия Конференции Конференция почтила минутой молча-
ния память г-на С. Лонгва, бывшего Председателя Конференции, который на 
протяжении длительного периода времени оказывал поддержку работе Конфе-
ренции и вносил в нее свой вклад.  

81. Конференция поблагодарила г-на Х. Брюнгера по случаю его выхода на 
пенсию за его вклад на протяжении многих лет в работу международного ста-
тистического сообщества и его преданность укреплению роли официальной 
статистики. 

 С. Следующая пленарная сессия Конференции европейских 
статистиков 

82. Пленарная сессия Конференции 2010 года состоится в ходе недели 
7−11 июля 2010 года в Париже в связи с совещанием Статистического комитета 
ОЭСР. 

 D. Объявление о следующей конференции Международной 
ассоциации официальной статистики 

83. Члены Конференции были приглашены принять участие в следующей 
конференции Международной ассоциации официальной статистики (МАОС), 
которая состоится в Сантьяго, Чили, 20−22 октября 2010 года. В центре ее про-
граммы будут находиться вопросы официальной статистики и окружающей 
среды. Дополнительная информация размещена на вебсайтах Статистического 
управления Чили и МАОС. 
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Annex I 

  List of activities of the UNECE statistical Programme 
2009 

 A. Coordination of international statistical work in the UNECE region 

Activity 1.1: Database of International Statistical Activities (DISA) – DISA brings 
together the statistical programmes of work of about 30 international agencies active 
in the UNECE region.  

Activity 1.2: Secretariat support for the work of the Conference of European Statisti-
cians (CES) and its Bureau – CES is one of the UNECE Sectoral Committees.  

Activity 1.3: Monitoring the implementation of and contributing to development of 
principles for official statistics - monitor the adherence to, and advocate for, the 
United Nations Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics in UNECE member 
countries, with special focus on countries of the Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) and South-East European (SEE) countries. 

Activity 1.4: Coordination of technical cooperation in Central Asia - UNECE coor-
dinates the technical cooperation in statistics carried out by international and na-
tional organizations in the Central Asian countries. 

 B. Collection, processing and dissemination of macroeconomic 
statistics 

Activity 2.1: Economic data collection, analysis and advice (Economic database) - 
collect, process and publish economic statistics for the UNECE member countries in 
a publicly available database with online access via English and Russian interfaces.  

 C. Collection, processing and dissemination of social and 
demographic statistics 

Activity 3.1: Gender statistics database - maintain, update and improve the UNECE 
Gender Statistics Database.  

Activity 3.2: Millennium Development Goals (MDG) database - maintain a user-
friendly regional repository of data to facilitate monitoring of the progress towards 
the goals specified in the Millennium Declaration in countries of Central Asia and 
East and South-East Europe.  

 D. Support for processing and dissemination of statistics 

Activity 4.1: Infrastructure for processing and disseminating statistical data - main-
tain and develop the database infrastructure for processing and dissemination of sta-
tistical data.  
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Activity 4.2: Dissemination of information and promotion of statistical activities - 
provide information about the UNECE Statistical Division’s activities for promo-
tional purposes. 

Activity 4.3: Support to external users of the statistical information disseminated by 
UNECE. 

Activity 4.4: Statistical profiles of UNECE member countries - publication of statis-
tical country profiles prepared largely on the basis of the UNECE statistical data-
base.  

Activity 4.5: UNData – contribution by UNECE of data and methodological know-
how to the portal of United Nations system databases. 

 E. Methodological work in economic statistics 

Activity 5.1: National accounts - promote the implementation of the System of Na-
tional Accounts in UNECE member countries with an emphasis on the SEE and CIS 
countries.  

Activity 5.2: Impact of globalization on national accounts - review the main distor-
tions in national accounts caused by the globalization of economies and develop 
guidelines to deal with the distortions and improve the quality of the accounts.  

Activity 5.3: Price statistics - support development and implementation of interna-
tionally accepted standards and practices in price statistics, particularly in the SEE 
and CIS countries.  

 Activity 5.4: Business registers - support development and implementation of inter-
nationally accepted standards in the area of statistical business registers, particularly 
in the SEE and CIS countries.  

Activity 5.5: Short-term statistics - support development and implementation of in-
ternationally accepted standards, norms and best practices in the field of short-term 
statistics with special focus on the SEE and CIS countries.  

 F. Methodological work in social and demographic statistics 

Activity 6.1: Population and housing censuses - promote the implementation of the 
new CES Recommendations for the 2010 Round of Population and Housing Cen-
suses and support countries in preparations for the next population and housing cen-
sus. 

Activity 6.2: Migration statistics - contribute to the improvement of the quality and 
availability of statistics on international migration. 

Activity 6.3: Gender statistics - methodological work on gender statistics.  

Activity 6.4: Health statistics - improvement of the comparability of health status 
statistics in the UNECE region. 

Activity 6.5: Crime and justice statistics - preparation of guidelines for comparable 
crime and justice statistics based on victimization surveys in the UNECE region. 

Activity 6.6: Measurement of quality of employment - contribute to the development 
of methodologies of measuring various aspects related to labour conditions.  



 ECE/CES/76 

GE.09-24850 21 

Activity 6.7: Measurement of volunteer work - enhance and promote comparability 
of methods used to measure volunteer work. 

Activity 6.8: Families and households – improve measurement of new forms of fami-
lies and households and develop common survey modules for their measurement. 

Activity 6.9: Indicators related to the goals contained in the Millennium Declaration 
- contribute to the monitoring of progress towards achievement of the goals specified 
in the Millennium Declaration in SEE and CIS countries 

Activity 6.10: Statistics on income, living conditions and poverty - provide secre-
tariat support to the preparation of practical guidelines on the implementation of the 
Canberra Group Handbook on measurement of household income.  

 G. Methodological work in environment and sustainable development 
statistics 

Activity 7.1: Sustainable development statistics - provide secretariat support to the 
work on the conceptual development of the capital approach in designing indicator 
sets in the area of sustainable development.  

Activity 7.2: Environmental indicators (joint activity with the Environment, Housing 
and Land Management Division) - work on methodological issues of environmental 
indicators in cooperation with the Working Group on Environmental Monitoring and 
Assessment.  

Activity 7.3: Statistics related to climate change - promote the involvement of offi-
cial statistics in the area of climate change, in particular concerning emission inven-
tories. 

 H. Methodological work on cross-cutting issues of official statistics 

Activity 8.1: Management of statistical information systems (MSIS) - provide a fo-
rum for exchange of experiences and facilitate implementation of standards and rec-
ommendations in the field of statistical data processing.  

Activity 8.2: Statistical data editing - enhance harmonization of methods and con-
cepts, and exchanging experience in issues related to data quality control at the col-
lection phase.  

Activity 8.3: Statistical confidentiality and access to microdata - enhance interna-
tional cooperation, harmonization of methods and exchange of experience in the area 
of statistical confidentiality.  

Activity 8.4: Statistical metadata - facilitate harmonization of data models and struc-
tures for statistical metadata.  

Activity 8.5: Dissemination of statistical information - promote good practices in 
dissemination of statistical information by national statistical offices. 

Activity 8.6: Human resources development in statistical offices - facilitate the ex-
change of experience and development of good practices in the area of human re-
sources management and training in statistical offices. 
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 I. Technical assistance to UNECE member countries 

Activity 9.1: Statistical capacity building in SEE and CIS countries - multi-annual 
statistical capacity building in CIS and SEE countries.  

Activity 9.2: Short-term technical cooperation - specific advisory services in statis-
tics to SEE and CIS countries. 

Activity 9.3: Planned technical assistance projects subject to availability of external 
funding: development of statistics on international migration, violence against 
women, national accounts, short-term statistics, price indices, environmental indica-
tors, business registers, and on improved statistical literacy and dissemination data-
bases. 
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Annex II 

 Steering group on gender statistics 

The Steering Group on Gender Statistics was set up in 2005. The new terms of ref-
erence presented below were approved by the CES Bureau in February 2008 (docu-
ment ECE/CES/BUR/2008/FEB/16).  

 A. Background 

1. UNECE has a long history of being active in the area of gender statistics.  

2. A Steering Group on Gender Statistics was created by the Bureau in February 
2005 (CES/BUR.2005/31). Together with the SG, three Task Forces were set up: the 
Task Force on Gender-Sensitisation Training for Statisticians, the Task Force on Vio-
lence against Women and the Task Force on Time Use Surveys (the latter completed 
its work in 2006). Since their inception, the groups have been working toward their 
individual objectives and have produced outputs in accordance with their ToR (see 
Progress Reports presented at the October 2007 Meeting of the Bureau).  

3. At the 2004 Work Session on Gender Statistics and reiterated at the 2006 
Work Session on Gender Statistics, it was proposed that the future CES work on 
gender statistics be directed toward: 

 (a) The promotion of gender statistics training for all statisticians; 

 (b) Developing a common set of harmonized indicators and survey instru-
ment to measure gender-based violence.  

4. The Steering Group and Task Forces will serve as the vehicle to support the 
UNECE and its partner organizations, in carrying out this work on gender statistics.  

5. In October 2007, the Bureau made an in-depth review of gender statistics. The 
Bureau also reviewed the program of work of the Steering Group on Gender Statis-
tics, the Task Force on Gender-Sensitisation Training for Statisticians, and the Task 
Force on Violence against Women. The Bureau noted that  

 “there is a danger that the work on these issues is considered to be biased; 
sometimes these groups are perceived to be a body of women working for 
women, there is no clear border between the advocacy work and impartial 
provision of data; such an image does not work in favour of the activities; 
(and that) the language/terminology has to be clarified in order to transfer the 
right message, terms like ‘engendering’, ‘gender sensitisation’, ‘gender focal 
point’ do not say anything to people who are outside the circle of experts deal-
ing with gender statistics” (ECE/CES/BUR.2007/OCT/18, page 5).  

6. The Bureau requested the groups to revise the terms of reference to address 
the concerns and comments made during the Meeting. The new terms of reference 
are presented below.  
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 B. Objective of the work  

7. The main role of the Steering Group on Gender Statistics (SG) is to coordinate 
the CES work on gender statistics. The group also has an advisory role in the organi-
zation of CES meetings and workshops on gender statistics. In their work, the groups 
will promote the usage of impartial terminology for gender statistics within the 
UNECE region and beyond. 

 C. Tasks 

8. Specific tasks of the Steering Group include the following: 

 (a) To coordinate the work of the CES Task Forces related to gender statis-
tics and provide advice as necessary; 

 (b) To provide advisory services for the technical cooperation activities of 
the UNECE in the area of gender statistics; 

 (c)  To plan future UNECE meetings and workshops in the field of gender 
statistics, possibly in collaboration with UNDP, UNFPA, WHO, World Bank and 
others. 

 D. Outputs 

9. The main outputs of the Steering Group will be: 

 (a) A detailed agenda for the CES Work Session on Gender Statistics in 
2010; 

 (b) A work programme for gender statistics in 2010; 

 (c) Work programmes for other future meetings.  

 E. Membership 

10. The Steering Group will include representatives from Ireland, the Netherlands, 
Serbia, Sweden, the United Kingdom, the United States and UNECE. 

 F. Meetings of the Steering Group  

11. The Steering Group will work mainly using e-mail consultations and telecon-
ferences. The group may also meet in conjunction with the UNECE Work Session on 
Gender Statistics.  

 G. Time frame  

12. The work defined by the Steering Group in relation to the coordination of the 
overall goals on gender statistics is on-going. The ToR will be reviewed by the Bu-
reau in 2010.  
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Annex III 

  Steering group on statistical metadata 

The terms of reference presented below were approved by the Bureau in October 
2007 (document CES/BUR/2007/OCT/9 rev.1) and by the UNECE Executive 
Committee in February 2008 (ECE/EX/2008/L.2). 

 A. Background 

13. The Bureau considered, in February 2007, a progress report of the work on 
statistical metadata, and particularly the progress achieved on the first release of the 
Common Metadata Framework1 (CMF). This work was steered by a Task Force es-
tablished in 20042. (Information on further progress in developing the CMF after the 
February 2007 Bureau meeting is provided in Annex.) 

14. The aim of the CMF is to provide guidance to national statistical offices in 
choosing the right standards, models and approaches in developing their metadata 
systems. It is a living repository of knowledge and good practices related to statisti-
cal metadata. It requires continuous maintenance and improvement so that is relevant 
to the needs of national statistical offices.  

15. The Bureau decided to create a Steering Group on Statistical Metadata 
(METIS) and asked the secretariat to prepare draft Terms of Reference. 

 B. Objectives of the Steering Group 

16. The focus of the work is on identifying good practices and offering guidance 
to experts from national statistical offices to existing metadata related standards, in 
harmony with other initiatives such as SDMX. The objectives of the Steering Group 
are to: 

 (a) Promote the implementation of metadata systems by developing advo-
cacy targeting the senior management level and subject-matter staff of national sta-
tistical offices; 

 (b) Oversee the maintenance of the Common Metadata Framework (CMF) 
directing it towards a practical guide serving national statistical offices in developing 
their corporate metadata systems; 

 (c) Facilitate collection, discussion and dissemination of best practices in 
the field of statistical metadata, focusing on the role of metadata in the corporate 
management of statistical activities and practical implementations. 

  

 1 The Common Metadata Framework is available at: 
http://www.unece.org/stats/cmf/Welcome.html 

 2 The Terms of Reference of the former Task Force are provided in document 
CES/BUR.2004/44. 
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 C. Expected outputs 

17. The main output of the work is the Common Metadata Framework (CMF) lo-
cated on the UNECE website. The CMF is structured in four parts. The members of 
the Steering Group on METIS assume their responsibility for soliciting new contri-
butions, seeking reviews and comments, and maintaining the publications, as fol-
lows: 

18. Part A, Corporate Context: This part provides an executive overview of the 
framework. The future activities should be oriented toward advocacy. The target au-
dience is senior managers in national statistical offices.  

 Expected outputs for Part A: 

 (a) It is recommended to issue Part A in a print form, in order to serve as a 
support material for advocacy reasons. 

19. Part B, Metadata Concepts, Standards, Models and Registries: this part is 
intended as a guide through numerous metadata-related standards, such as SDMX, 
SDDS, GDDS, ISO 11179, CMR, DDI, XBRL, etc. The role of Part B is to explain 
how the particular standards should be used, as well as to demonstrate synergies be-
tween the standards (e.g. correspondence between registries under SDMX and ISO 
11179, etc.).  

 Expected outputs for Part B: 

 (a) Part B will be developed to comprise a complete list of applicable stan-
dards with the indication of the scope of individual standards 

 (b) The Steering Group will continue to collect studies on transformation of 
formats between different standards. 

 Editors of Part B:  

 Daniel Gillman (United States); 
 Alice Born (Canada); 
 Marco Pellegrino (Eurostat); 
 Hamish James (New Zealand); 
 Max Booleman (Netherlands); 
 Sergio Bacelar (Portugal); 
 Jana Meliskova (Expert invited by the UNECE) 

20. Part C, Metadata and the Statistical Cycle: the role of this part is to achieve 
a harmonised understanding of the statistical business process through looking for 
common points in different presently used models.  

 Expected outputs for Part C: 

 (a) This part will comprise a “Generic Statistical Business Process Model”, 
together with information about practical implementations of this model, including 
costs and benefits. 

Editors of Part C: 

 Steven Vale (UNECE) 
 The Steering Group on Statistical Metadata 

21. Part D, Implementation: this part fulfils a traditional role of METIS in shar-
ing experiences and highlighting good practices. It comprises a series of case studies 
on the implementation of national metadata systems.  
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 Expected outputs for Part D: 

 (а) Part D will consist of a series of case studies disseminated and main-
tained via the METIS wiki. 

 Editors of Part D: 

 Authors of the individual case studies 

22. The maintenance of the CMF shall be guided by the following principles: 

 (a) The framework shall be a living/evolving reference to standards, con-
cepts, and best practices. The Steering group should ensure future maintenance of the 
framework; 

 (b) The framework should be published in an electronic form on the 
METIS wiki, with some parts published in print (after the public and Steering Group 
review); 

 (c) All material included in the framework should be accessible without re-
striction; 

 (d) Drafts will be made available for public review. After review they will 
be left stable within the framework for some (reasonable) time; 

 (e) The draft framework shall be updated using contributions from METIS 
work sessions; 

 (f) The Steering group should be open to all inputs within and outside the 
framework of METIS and ensure collaboration with other relevant groups. 

 D. Methods of work 

23. The main methods of work of the Steering Group on Statistical Metadata 
(METIS) are: 

 (a) Electronic consultations (audio and videoconferences and e-mail) used 
for a regular review of the content and its potential amendments; 

 (b) Meetings (work sessions) on Statistical Metadata (METIS) where all 
national and international statistical organizations can participate. These work ses-
sions permit the exchange of experiences, collection of new contributions to the 
CMF, public review of the CMF’s content and renewal of the Steering Group’s mem-
bership. The work sessions are usually organized at 18-24 months intervals. 

 E. Membership 

24. The intergovernmental work on Statistical Metadata (METIS) is a joint under-
taking of the UNECE, Eurostat and OECD. Representatives of the interested Na-
tional Statistical Organizations and the three sponsoring international organizations 
will be members of the Steering Group. The current members are: Alistair Hamilton 
(Australia), Alice Born (Canada), Matjaz Jug (New Zealand), Max Booleman (Neth-
erlands), Jenny Linnerud (Norway), Joza Klep (Slovenia), Klas Blomqvist (Sweden), 
Daniel Gillman (United States), Steven Vale (UNECE), Marco Pellegrino (Eurostat), 
Trevor Fletcher (OECD), Jana Meliskova (Expert invited by the UNECE). 



ECE/CES/76 

28 GE.09-24850 

 F. Time frame 

25. The Steering Group shall review every year the content of each part of the 
CMF. Part A of the CMF should be finalised by the end of 2009, when the content of 
the CMF and the mandate of the Steering Group should be subject to a review by the 
Bureau. 
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Annex IV 

  Steering group on population and housing censuses 

The Steering Group on Population and Housing Censuses was set up in 2003. The 
new terms of reference presented below were approved by the CES Bureau in Oc-
tober 2006 (document ECE/CES/BUR/2006/OCT/5). 

 A. Background 

26. During 2003-2006, the CES Programme on population and housing censuses 
has focused on the finalization of the CES Recommendations. The mandate given by 
the CES to the Steering Group related exclusively to the Recommendations. Follow-
ing the adoption of the CES Recommendations in June 2006, this note now presents 
a proposal for a new CES programme on population and housing censuses oriented 
to address issues related to the implementation of the CES and Global Recommenda-
tions and of national census programmes.  

 B. Objectives of the work  

27. It is proposed that the ECE Steering Group on Population and Housing Cen-
suses coordinates and oversees the implementation of a new ECE Programme on 
censuses which will focus on:  

 (a) Promoting the implementation of the newly adopted “CES recommen-
dations for the 2010 censuses of population and housing” in the countries of the ECE 
region; 

 (b) Facilitating the exchange of experiences among member countries on 
subjects such as census methodology, technology or census content (definitions, 
classifications, etc.); 

 (c) Promoting the exchange of experiences in innovative methodology for 
census taking in collaboration with other regions;  

 (d) Assisting UNECE to provide assistance to SEE and CIS countries, in 
the preparations for the next population and housing census. 

 C. Planned activities 

28. The Steering Group will organize meetings and other activities related to the 
objectives of the work. In particular, the Steering Group will decide on the content 
and the form of the meetings, which will focus on the following topics. 

Census Technology 

29. Many countries are planning to make use in their census of innovative techno-
logical tools, such as handheld devices, Internet, or other systems for census data 
collection, dissemination, etc. Countries could benefit from an exchange of experi-
ences in these areas, looking in particular at the lessons learnt from countries where 
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a census was taken in 2005 or 2006. Outsourcing is also a topic where it would be 
useful to have an exchange of information.  

Census Content 

30. Based on the new CES recommendations for the 2010 censuses, some training 
activities should be organised to help countries, in particular in SEE and the CIS, to 
implement the recommendations. These activities should be focused on specific ar-
eas where countries experienced difficulties in the last census round, or where differ-
ent practices were followed, affecting the comparability of data. These areas include: 

 (a) Treatment of migrants, particularly labour migrants, and counting of 
population living abroad (long-term migrants); 

 (b) Economic characteristics (including activity status, status in employ-
ment, main source of livelihood, etc.). 

Dissemination of census data 

31. While dissemination of census results is always dealt with at the end of the 
census operations, this should be brought to the attention of census managers at an 
earlier stage of planning. The UNECE meeting of census experts in 2008 should be 
organized during the same week as the UNECE meeting of the specialists on dis-
semination. This would allow for a one-day joint session to discuss issues related to 
the dissemination of census data.  

Coverage and quality evaluation  

32. Although the evaluation of census results has always been an essential com-
ponent of the census operation, the wider use of new ways of census taking has in-
creased the importance of coverage and quality evaluation. There is the need for dis-
cussion and an exchange of information between countries to determine best prac-
tices in evaluating the quality and coverage for all types of censuses - including 'tra-
ditional' censuses and register-based censuses.  

Census methodology  

33. There is the need to better involve the countries in the region in a focused and 
technical discussion on census methodology. Such discussion should address issues 
related to censuses based on data collected through field operations and data col-
lected from administrative records. Examples of issues to be addressed are: 

 (а) What is the best length for the enumeration period, considering the enu-
meration method, quality and the implications on census organisation and costs?  

 (b) In what circumstances and how should administrative registers be used 
for censuses (to reduce costs, for example), particularly if they do not cover all core 
topics or if the quality of their data is not very high?  

 (с) What are the possible uses of address/dwelling/building registers for the 
census? How can they be regularly updated?  

 (d) In what circumstances and how can sampling be used during the cen-
sus? 

 D. Membership 

34. Canada (chair), Armenia, Finland, France, Georgia, Ireland, Italy, Portugal, 
Russian Federation, Slovenia, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States, 
CIS Statistical Committee, UNSD, UNFPA, Eurostat and UNECE. 
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 E. Reporting 

35. The Steering Group will report each year in October to the CES Bureau on the 
results of the activities that are carried out and the major actions proposed. 

36. The terms of reference of the Steering Group will be reviewed by the CES Bu-
reau in October 2009. 
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Annex V 

  Steering group on statistical dissemination and 
communication 

The Steering Group on Statistical Dissemination and Communication was set up in 
2004. The new terms of reference presented below were approved by the CES Bu-
reau in October 2007 (document ECE/CES/BUR/2007/OCT/4). 

 A. Background 

37. The present proposal aims at grouping together various activities under the 
CES work programme related to the organization of statistical dissemination and 
communication. It will encompass the work undertaken earlier on the dissemination 
of statistical output to information media and dissemination of statistical commen-
tary. The Group will deal with the management and organization of dissemination 
and communication, and not with technical questions which are dealt with in other 
groups (e.g. statistical metadata, output databases, interchange standards, etc.). 

38. The proposal has been prepared in cooperation with experts from Canada, 
Denmark, France, Ireland, Italy, Russian Federation, United Kingdom and United 
States. International organizations have expressed their interest in participating in the 
work (e.g. OECD) or in attending and contributing to meetings (e.g. Eurostat). 

 B. Purpose of the Steering Group 

39. The objective is to facilitate the exchange of experience in statistical dissemi-
nation and communication and to collect and publish best practices, guidelines and 
recommendations on this topic. The work will focus on general questions of statisti-
cal dissemination and communication with the emphasis on strategic and manage-
ment issues. 

40. The aims of the Steering Group are: 

 (a) To propose ECE activities in the area of statistical dissemination and 
communication and to steer and monitor the agreed activities; 

 (b) To facilitate the collection, discussion and dissemination of the prac-
tices in statistical dissemination in national statistical offices and in international and 
supranational organizations; 

 (c) To create a network of experts working in this area and to exchange ex-
perience among them; 

 (d) To advise on developing guidelines and recommendations for statistical 
dissemination and communication in the framework of the proposed activities. 

41. A list of topics that the Steering Group plans to cover can be found in Sec-
tion F below.  
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 C. Final outputs 

42. A set of guides covering different aspects of statistical dissemination and 
communication. The guides will summarise good practices in NSOs and international 
organizations in this area. These guides will be published as separate parts of the se-
ries “Making Data Meaningful”, in English and Russian. 

 D. Target audience 

43. The Steering Group’s activities will target managers and experts in national 
statistical offices responsible for communication, media relations and dissemination, 
as well as preparing outputs for such dissemination. 

 E. Method of work 

44. The Steering Group will guide the UNECE secretariat in organising a series of 
annual work sessions.  

45. Based on the papers and presentations at the meetings, examples and best 
practices will be collected, summarised and published. The outcomes of the work 
will be regularly posted on Internet. 

46. The Steering Group will use electronic forms of communication to progress 
the work between the meetings. 

 F. List of topics to be explored by the Steering Group on statistical 
dissemination and Communication 

Priority topics: 

 (a) Users - Who are the users of statistics? What is the relative importance 
of different user groups? How many resources should the statistical office devote to 
different groups? How to obtain user feedback; the organization of client surveys, 
market research, client support services, etc.; 

 (b) Reputation management - How to build and preserve trust; how to re-
port on controversial/risky topics; how to react when mere publishing of data is con-
sidered a political act (e.g. by releasing data that feeds into current political debate); 
how to ensure conformance to the institutional values of the NSO and not cross the 
line between statistical and political commentary; 

 (c) Organizational models for data dissemination – organization of dis-
semination in the office, integration between subject-matter and communication de-
partments, allocation of responsibilities; 

 (d) Dissemination over Internet - possibilities and challenges, usability 
studies, best practices; how to organize user-friendly access to databases; statistical 
portals, Web-pages of NSOs;  

 (e) Statistical publications - What is their role and future in the era of 
Internet dissemination? How will the compendium publications (yearbooks, statisti-
cal portraits) develop? Should paper publications disappear, change? How? Is there a 
need for harmonized style of such publications internationally? 

 (f) Collecting market intelligence to support dissemination activities. 
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Other topics that could be explored: 

 (a) Metadata in dissemination - How to present metadata to different 
groups of users (experts, general public, media); how much should be included and 
in which products? How to get the metadata to the users in the case of database dis-
semination; 

 (b) The role of official statistical dissemination – how should statistical 
dissemination develop in the changing environment (more transparent government 
systems, e-governments, increased accessibility to information for every citizen, 
Internet, etc.)? How does this comply with the fundamental principles of official sta-
tistics? How active should statistical offices be in disseminating and in ensuring their 
data reaches the user? How far should they go in making the data user-friendly and 
in trying to reach out to every citizen? 

 (c) How to support international capacity building in dissemination; 

 (d) Recruiting, training and retaining dissemination specialists – 
achieving the right skill-mix, training for dissemination to different audiences, writ-
ing for the Web vs. writing for paper publications, etc.; 

 (e) Pricing issues - pricing of printed publications and Internet products, 
making dissemination cost-efficient; 

 (f) Managing revisions - How to manage revisions to data sets (e.g. on 
Internet, in databases, publications); how to communicate revisions to users (includ-
ing media); 

 (g) Disseminating output that is integrated from different sources and 
different subject-matter areas; 

 (h) How the information media are using statistical output; 

 G. Possible topics for guides and collections of good practices 

Priority topics: 

 (a) Communicating with the media; 

 (b) A guide to writing stories about numbers; 

 (c) Style guide on the presentation of statistics. 

Others: 

 (а) Measuring the effectiveness of statistical dissemination to media; 

 (b) Pricing of statistical products. 

 H. Membership 

Chair: Leon Oestergaard (Statistics Denmark) 

Petteri Baer (UNECE) 

Eileen Capponi (OECD) 

Frances Comerford (Central Statistical Office of Ireland) 

Colleen Flannery (US Census Bureau) 
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Heath Jeffries (Office for National Statistics, UK) 

Michael Levi (US Bureau of Labor Statistics) 

David Marder (Office for National Statistics, UK) 

Andrey Maslyanenko (Federal State Statistics Services, Russia)  

Jonathan Massey-Smith (Statistics Canada) 

Kenneth Meyer (US Census Bureau) 

Terri Mitton (OECD) 

Gina Pearson (US Energy Information Administration) 

Gunther Schaefer (Eurostat) 

Eric St. John (Statistics Canada) 

 I. Timeframe 

The Steering Group will hold electronic discussions on a frequent basis. 
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Annex VI 

  Steering group on management of statistical information 
systems 

The Steering Group on Management of Statistical Information Systems (MSIS) 
was set up in 2002. The new terms of reference presented below were approved 
by the CES Bureau in 2007 (document ECE/CES/BUR/2007/FEB/14). 

 A. Background 

47. The Steering Group on Management of Statistical Information Systems 
(MSIS) was created by the Bureau at its October 2002 meeting 
(CES/BUR.2003/9/Add.2). The Steering Group’s objectives are to provide a forum 
for exchange of experiences among information systems managers from national sta-
tistical offices and making available leading practices in the area of statistical infor-
mation processing. 

48. The foundation of the Steering Group was part of efforts aimed at streamlining 
the pattern of activities in the area of statistical data processing. A rising challenge is 
the necessity of unifying, methodologically, the work in specialised areas like data 
reporting, data editing, metadata, disclosure control, etc. 

49. The activities of the Steering Group are undertaken under the joint auspices of 
the UNECE, Eurostat and OECD. The IMF participates actively in the work of the 
Steering Group. 

 B. Progress achieved by 2007  

50. Already at the time of its formation, the Steering Group proposed to reduce 
the number of distinct activities. The chain of Seminars on Integrated Statistical In-
formation Systems and Related Matters was discontinued and merged together with 
periodic meetings on management of statistical information systems.  

51. Similarly, at the Steering Group’s recommendation, the issues related to proc-
essing of geo-referenced statistical information were taken up at more general fora 
and the series of work sessions on geographical information systems (GIS) was dis-
continued. Obviously, it is understood that, in the case of emerging developments, a 
specialised ad-hoc event on GIS may be organized. 

52. According to informatics managers in national statistical offices, the MSIS 
meetings provide a unique forum for exchange of their experiences. In order to better 
organize the knowledge obtained through these events, the Steering Group decided in 
2002 to create a Website on Leading IT Practices in National Statistical Offices. 
OECD originally offered a very good infrastructure for hosting the website with a 
number of added functionalities. The website was later transferred to its current loca-
tion on the UNECE server (http://www.unece.org/stats/sis/). While the UNECE could 
not offer all the advanced features originally provided by the OECD, its relative ad-
vantage was that the papers describing the IT practices in national statistical offices 
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were already located on its website. The current work on the website, therefore, con-
sists mainly of indexing the papers of interest according to the agreed structure. 

53. The Steering Group organized the International Survey on the Role of the Na-
tional Statistical Offices in e-Services. The survey focused on capturing the informa-
tion on the impact of the Internet in developing on-line data collection and dissemi-
nation services. The results were published as CES/AC.71/25 in April 2005 and are 
available on the UNECE website (http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/ces/ac.71/ 
2005/25.e.pdf). One of the results of the survey was that the MSIS Steering Group 
put, in its substantive work, emphasis on studying the client relationship from both 
the respondent and the data user perspectives. 

54. The MSIS meetings usually take place in the first half of the year and attract 
participants from a wide range of countries.  

55. The Steering Group has undertaken, using the meetings on MSIS, annual re-
views of the related activities of the Conference. In particular, it has made recom-
mendations for the work plans of the Task Forces on Common Metadata Framework 
and Electronic Raw Data Reporting (now dormant). 

 C. Ongoing and future activities 

56. From a substantive viewpoint, the MSIS activities are focused around the fol-
lowing topics: 

 (a) Governance, management and development strategies of statistical in-
formation systems; 

 (b) Architecture of statistical information systems, including impact of 
changes in statistical processes, metadata driven systems, data collection channels, 
processing, warehousing and data interchange; 

 (c) Sharing of statistical software. 

57. Within the topic of governance, the questions related to outsourcing and ser-
vice partnership created particular interest. 

58. The topic on architecture relates to one of the past achievements of the Con-
ference – the guidelines on the “Statistical Information Systems Architecture for Na-
tional Statistical Offices”. The guidelines, published in 1999, provided results of an 
extensive research undertaken in the 1980s and 1990s. The current activities reflect 
the view from the perspective of networking and growing demand for on-line ser-
vices. The related papers are available on the UNECE website. 

59. The topic on software sharing concerns the facilitation of sharing through the 
high-level harmonisation of architectures, and the governance of software sharing 
models through a proposed Sharing Advisory Board. 

 D. Challenges for the coming period 

60. The Steering Group was proposed as a unifying element for various activities 
on (electronic) data processing. While it fulfilled part of this goal through annual re-
view of activities of the Conference in the related areas, part of the focus was look-
ing into the interest of informatics managers. However, as the specific activities 
bring sometimes controversial results and recommendations, the MSIS Steering 
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Group can intensify its focus on such cross-cutting issues. The following are non-
exhaustive examples of such issues: 

 (a) The quality experts promote a trend of respondent side editing (or edit-
ing nearer the source). This may provide benefits to statistical offices with respect to 
costs as well as quality. On the other hand, the present trends in electronic data re-
porting aim at increasing the automation, with a view of decreasing the response 
burden. Therefore, they are not so enthusiastic about the respondent-side editing; 

 (b) Interaction between data editing and disclosure control. The statistical 
disclosure control techniques often involve cell suppressions and perturbations, in 
particular in relation to microdata, thus decreasing the data quality. The data editing 
methods, on the other hand, aim at improving the quality through imputing missing 
values and correcting outliers, but may compromise the confidentiality if applied af-
ter perturbations and cell suppressions; 

 (c) All expert groups come across linking of various data sources, and par-
ticularly combining statistical surveys and administrative registers and records. 
There are issues linked to metadata, data reporting, disclosure control as well as edit-
ing. Therefore, this topic should be discussed from a more general perspective, and 
the MSIS should provide a platform for such discussion; 

 (d) Experience shows that metadata related issues cut across any other elec-
tronic data processing activity. This does not apply only to technical issues, but also 
to management and governance. Therefore, the metadata related issues might repre-
sent a driving force for the future MSIS activities. 

 E. Expected outputs 

61. The MSIS Steering Group will, subject to the approval by the Bureau, con-
tinue to facilitate the exchange of experience and identify leading practices. These 
will be summarised in products (electronic and/or printed publications). At present, 
the following outputs are planned within the next two years: 

 (а) Wiki to encourage exchanges of good practices and experiences; 

 (b) The establishment of a Software Sharing Board; 

 (c) An update to the publication “Information Systems Architecture for Na-
tional Statistical Offices”. 
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Annex VII 

  Task force on the analysis of international migration 
estimates using different length of stay definitions 

The terms of reference presented below were approved by the Bureau in October 
2008 (document ECE/CES/BUR/2009/OCT/12/Add.2 Rev.1) and by the UNECE 
Executive Committee in February 2009 (ECE/EX/2009/L.4). 

 A. Background 

62. Two different but interrelated aspects of international migration estimates 
have often been discussed by statisticians and researchers over recent years: 

 (a) Different residency rules adopted by countries and their impact on 
comparability of international migration estimates; 

 (b) Definition and availability of data on short-term migration flows. 

63. This project aims to explore the impact of different definitions on actual data 
on migration flows and explore the availability of data on short-term migration to 
provide an evidence base for discussing these issues.  

64. Long-term international migration should be defined using the United Nations 
(UN) recommended definition of someone who changes his or her country of usual 
residence for a period of at least a year. In practice, the duration threshold used to 
determine who is considered a migrant can vary from country to country making in-
ternational comparability more challenging. However, the effect of differing resi-
dency rules on migration estimates is not fully understood. This project will try to 
assess the consequences of using different durations on the estimates of inflows and 
outflows, their composition and net migration. The goal is to measure the impact of 
different duration thresholds on the estimates of flows and (if possible) to assess 
their composition by age, sex and origin. 

65. In recent years, several countries have seen an increase in so-called ‘short-
term’ moves, those made for more than a few months but less than a year. According 
to the UN definition, a short-term migrant is an individual who temporarily moves 
from his/her country of residence for a period of more than three and less than 
twelve months, for purposes of work or study. Only a few countries are currently 
able to produce estimates of short-term migration. Moreover, there is a debate about 
the UN definition, since it is perceived as being too narrow for some uses. For ex-
ample, the UK Office for National Statistics (ONS) is considering the extension of 
the UN definition by including shorter lengths of stay and/or other reasons for visit 
such as visiting friends/family and vacations. 

66. The issues of assessing the impact of different duration thresholds and avail-
ability and definitions of short-term migration were discussed at various 
UNECE/Eurostat Work Sessions on Migration Statistics. At the meeting in March 
2008, papers were presented by representatives from the United Kingdom and Aus-
tria. Recognising the growing interest in this topic, the United Kingdom was asked to 
lead a small research study to consider the above issues. A number of other countries 
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have already expressed an interest in being involved in the project. These include 
Austria, Germany, Norway, Switzerland and the Netherlands. This proposal will be 
sent to other participants of CES activities. 

 B. Objectives of the Task Force 

67. This project has two main goals, with some specific sub-goals: 

 (a) Assess the impact on international migration estimates derived from the 
use of different duration thresholds to define usual residence. Under this goal, the 
following sub-goals are identified: 

  (i) How estimates of migration differ when different length of stay 
criteria are used; 

  (ii) Whether using different definitions of migration has implications 
for the balance between immigration and emigration; 

  (iii) How well different data sources/systems can be used to measure 
migration using a range of definitions; 

 (b) Assess the availability of data on short-term migration, explore their 
accuracy and consider alternative definitions of short-term migration. Under this 
goal, the following sub-goals are identified: 

  (i) How many countries can produce data on short-term migration; 

  (ii) Assess data accuracy and relevance according to different defini-
tions of short-term moves; 

  (iii) Assess the relative importance of short and long-term migration 
moves and how this has changed in recent years; 

  (iv) Evaluate the relative importance of different reasons for moving 
in the balance between long and short-term moves; 

  (v) How well different data sources/systems can be used to measure 
short-term migration. 

 C. Activities of the Task Force and expected outputs 

68. The Task Force will carry out the following activities: 

 (a) Design a set of tables to collect detailed and comparable data on inter-
national migration. Different data tables should be built for the two components of 
the project: 

  (i) Long-term immigration & emigration estimates should be de-
rived according to: 

   а. different lengths of stay (>12months, >6months, 
>3months, >1month), 

   b. calendar years from 2001 to 2007. 

  (ii) Short-term immigration & emigration estimates should be de-
rived according to: 

   а. different lengths of stay (between 1 and 12 months, be-
tween 3 and 12 months, between 6 and 12 months, etc.); 



 ECE/CES/76 

GE.09-24850 41 

   b. reasons for visit (employment, study, other); 

   с. calendar year from 2001 to 2007. 

It is expected that not all participating countries can provide all of this information. 
However, some statistical agencies will be able to provide more detail than outlined. 
In assessing what might be possible, any information on other cross-classifications 
would be of interest. Examples of potentially useful variables include basic demo-
graphic information (age/sex), country of previous/usual residence, and sector of 
employment; 

 (b) Collect information on sources and methods of data collection from 
participating countries, together with some indication of the accuracy of the esti-
mates provided. This might include a brief summary of any known limitations with 
the data; 

 (c) Carry out comparative analysis of collected data with the view and pre-
pare a report to be presented at the next UNECE/Eurostat meeting on migration sta-
tistics. The document should illustrate the implications of using different duration 
thresholds on estimates of long-term international migration, the availability of data 
on short-term migration and the relevance of different definitions of short-term mi-
gration.  

 D. Timetable for activities and intermediate outputs 

69. Timetable 

 (a) Data Collection (November-December 2008) 

 (b) Data Summary (to end March 2009) 

  (i) Summarise data into charts, tables etc.; 

  (ii) Draw out key messages from these tables; 

  (iii) Identify any key gaps in the data collected and request further in-
formation. 

 Intermediate output: report summarising the data and information collected 

 (c) Report Writing (to end May 2009) 

  (i) Draw conclusions from data and information collected; 

  (ii) Submit to participating countries for comments. 

 Final output: paper to be presented at joint Eurostat/UNECE meeting (No-
vember 2009). 

 E. Membership 

70. The Task Force members are: United Kingdom (Chair), Australia, Austria, 
Germany, Netherlands, Norway, Slovenia, Switzerland, Eurostat, UNECE and WTO. 
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Annex VIII 

  Task force on families and households 

The Task Force on Families and Households was set up in 2003. The new terms of 
reference presented below were approved by the CES Bureau in October 2006 
(document ECE/CES/BUR/2006/OCT/6). 

 A. Background 

71. Families and households statistics was highlighted as one of the emerging top-
ics in social statistics at the first joint UNECE-Eurostat-OECD Meeting of Directors 
of Social Statistics. Different forms of living arrangements such as same-sex cou-
ples, living apart together, commuters between households (people with multiple 
residences), persons living apart but within a network were discussed as family and 
household types that are becoming more and more relevant in modern societies and 
that need to be defined at international and regional levels. These areas were also 
identified as a field where common survey modules could be designed. During the 
discussion, it was also pointed out that understanding of family background and his-
tory is of increasing policy concern as it affects social outputs of individuals, such as 
education and employment.  

72. The UNECE Task Force on families and households worked to update the sec-
tion on families and households of the CES Recommendations for the 2010 Censuses 
of Population and Housing. During this work, major problems were identified in 
measuring reconstituted families and in identifying a distinguishing line between 
private and institutional households. While reconstituted families have always ex-
isted caused by widowhood, the current challenge is to map those caused by union 
dissolution followed by repartnering.  

 B. Expected outputs 

73. Within the overall objective of improving the relevance of families and house-
holds statistics, the Task Force is expected to: 

 (а) Define the concepts related to policy concerns that would include the 
new forms of families and households3 to the issues related to family background; 

 (b) Develop an analytical framework and research papers on the measure-
ment of different emerging forms of households and families; 

 (с) Assess the feasibility of implementing the concept for administrative 
data or survey use in the UNECE region after taking into account the results of the 
testing.  

  

 3 Reconstituted families, same-sex couples, living apart together, commuters between 
households, persons living apart within a network. 
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 C. Activities of the Task Force 

74. The Task Force will carry out the following activities:  

 (а) Prepare a work plan for delivering the outputs outlined above; 

 (b) Identify the families and households forms that are “emerging” and 
relevant for a better measurement of family background. This includes the review of 
research and analysis carried out in the region in the field of families and households 
and the definition of those forms of family engagements that are increasingly affect-
ing the living arrangements of people in the ECE region; 

 (c) Analyze the existing international and regional standards and their rele-
vance to measurement of the emerging forms of families and households;  

 (d) Analyze countries’ practices in measuring emerging forms of families 
and households. Survey modules used in national statistical offices to measure the 
emerging forms of families and households will be reviewed together with large 
scale studies undertaken by other relevant institutions such as Eurostat (EU SILC, 
EU LFS) and ECE PAU (GGP);  

 (e) Design an analytical framework and draft research papers on the meas-
urement of emerging forms of families and households in the UNECE region. This 
will include where relevant the development of survey modules or question sets;  

 (f) Organize and coordinate the testing of the survey modules/question sets 
through field surveys, evidences from past surveys or other sources;  

 (g) Finalise the papers on the emerging forms of families and households, 
taking into account the results of the testing: 

 (h) Finalize the analytical framework and the papers, to be submitted to the 
CES Task Force on Emerging Issues in Social Statistics, and then to the CES Bureau.  

 D. Time-table for activities and intermediate outputs 

September 2006 Work plan finalized and submitted to the Social Statistics Task 
Force 

December 2006 Definition of emerging forms of families and households 

April 2007 Analysis of countries’ experience and existing international stan-
dards finalized 

July 2007 Draft framework developed 

March 2008 Prepare first draft or papers on emerging forms of families and 
households 

December 2008 testing of survey modules/question sets finalized 

June 2009 finalization of analytical framework and papers 

July 2009 submission of output to CES Task Force on Emerging Issues in 
Social Statistics 

October 2009 submission of output to CES Bureau 
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 E. Membership 

75. Italy (chair), Armenia, Australia, Canada, Finland, France, New Zealand, 
Norway, United Kingdom and United States.  
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Annex IX 

  Task force on the measurement of the quality of 
employment 

The terms of reference presented below were approved by the CES Bureau in June 
2007 (ECE/CES/BUR/2007/JUNE/3) and the UNECE Executive Committee in Feb-
ruary 2008 (ECE/EX/2008/L.2). 

 A. Background 

76. Since 2000, a number of successive Joint UNECE/EUROSTAT/ILO Seminars 
on quality of work has brought together national and international specialists of la-
bour statistics, and led to the recognition of the increasing interest of countries and 
international organizations to evaluate and monitor the working conditions of work-
ers in different places of the world, and assessing the extent to which the jobs they 
perform benefit their well-being. 

77. The various contributions to the issue agree with the objectives of the Euro-
pean Union Social Policy Agenda and the ILO’s Decent Work paradigm. The rich di-
versity and overlaps of the contributions to the issue have pushed to acknowledge the 
need to design and set up a common framework, applicable to all countries, in order 
to measure the various aspects of employment.  

78. Thus in 2005, an ILO-ECE-Eurostat Task Force was established to develop a 
conceptual framework for measuring the qualitative aspect of work. This Task Force 
completed its work and presented the framework at the recent UNECE/ILO/Eurostat 
Seminar on the Measurement of Quality of Work, which took place on 18-20 April 
2007 in Geneva. Reviewing the proposed framework, participants appreciated the 
work carried out by the Task force and acknowledged the progress made. They also 
agreed that more work needs to be done in order to draft, test and finalize the frame-
work and the list of indicators.  

79. The Seminar found that from the international perspective, the overall concept 
of quality of work as defined by the presented framework would be best described by 
the heading of “Quality of Employment”. At the same time, the Seminar initiated the 
overhaul of the conceptual framework, identifying the dimensions of quality of em-
ployment to assess, and recommended that a new Task Force be established with the 
objective to pursue the work initiated and prepare a guidelines document on measur-
ing the aspects of quality of employment, identifying a common framework and an 
appropriate list of indicators. The work is related to the measurement of the quality 
of employment from the worker's perspective, not to measurement of the quality of 
labour services and labour productivity. 

 B. Objectives of the task force 

80. Building on the work accomplished so far, the Task Force will have as main 
objectives:  
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 (a) To refine the list of indicators developed by the previous task force tak-
ing into consideration the proposals made at the seminar in April 2007; 

 (b) To consider additional indicators including those for which data may 
not currently be available, as discussed at the seminar; 

 (c) To test the newly created list of indicators against a set of criteria to be 
developed by the Task Force; 

 (d) To define the context where the indicators should be used and develop a 
list of context indicators; 

 (e) To define for each indicator the level of disaggregation required (in 
terms of sub-population groups); 

 (f) To define measurement objectives, definitions, and methodology for 
each indicator; 

 (g) To develop a final list of indicators to be presented in two different 
ways:  

  (i) as a list of indicators with a reference for each indicator to the 
dimension(s) it measures; 

  (ii) as a list of dimensions with reference for each dimension to the 
relevant indicators. 

 (h) To produce an interim report to inform the eighteenth International 
Conference of Labour Statisticians (4th quarter 2008) and others about the progress 
made; 

 (i) To explore the possibility of organizing a fifth seminar on this topic in 
2009 to discuss the revised list of indicators; 

 (j) To prepare a work plan to undertake the tasks required. 

81. In order to carry out its work and be able to deliver its output in a reasonable 
time frame, the Task Force should explore the possibility of obtaining extra re-
sources either financial or “in-kind”.  

82. The Task Force will report about its progress to the CES Bureau in February 
2008.  

 C. Composition of the Task Force 

83. The Task Force is composed of representatives from Canada (chair), France, 
Finland, Germany, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Netherlands, Poland, The European Com-
mission, the European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Con-
dition, Women in Informal Employment: Globalizing and Organizing (WIGO), ILO 
and UNECE.  

 D. Methods of work of the Task Force 

84. The Task Force will mainly work using e-mail connections. The Task Force 
may schedule, to the extent of resource available will allow, some face-to-face meet-
ing when the nature of discussions will require so.  
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 E. Outputs 

85. The main outputs of the Task Force will be:  

 (a) An interim report to inform the eighteenth International Conference of 
Labour Statisticians (4th quarter 2008); 

 (b) A proposal for a common conceptual framework on the quality of work 
and employment, including a set of statistical indicators for measuring the quality 
aspects of labour and employment with their meaning and specific contexts of utili-
zation. 

 F. Time frame 

86. The work defined by the Task Force should be completed by the end of 2009. 
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Annex X 

  Task force to update the Canberra group handbook on 
household income statistics 

The terms of reference presented below were approved by the CES Bureau in Feb-
ruary 2009 (document ECE/CES/BUR/2009/FEB/4/Rev.2). 

 A. Background 

87. In a note tabled at the October 2008 meeting of the CES Bureau, Statistics 
Canada presented a paper on options for further work on income, wealth and poverty 
measurement. The proposal had two components: a narrower focus on improving the 
income concept per the Canberra Handbook; and broader work on integration of 
wealth, income and expenditure. 

88. The CES Bureau agreed that a Task Force be set up on the practical implemen-
tation of the Canberra Group Handbook reflecting new developments in the meas-
urement of income. They recommended that Canada approach the UNSD for the pos-
sibility of setting up a City Group for the broader work. 

89. The proposed Task Force’s mandate would be to develop practical implemen-
tation guidelines of the Canberra Group Handbook. These guidelines should reflect 
recent advancements in income measurement in specific areas such as imputed rent, 
in-kind benefits, and capital gains and losses. 

 B. Objectives of the Task Force 

90. It is proposed that the overall objective of the work of the Task Force be three-
fold:  

 (a) To update the Canberra Handbook with new advancements in the area 
of household income measurement; the Handbook could also discuss practical issues 
related to possible data sources (administrative data, survey data, data coming from 
international databases such as the Luxembourg Income Study), along with possible 
strengths and limitations (this should be discussed at the conceptual level rather than 
at the practical level); 

 (b) To expand the current guidelines set out in the Canberra Handbook to 
take into account these new concepts; the Task Force could also update which coun-
tries depart for the recommendations of the handbook; 

 (c) To establish a set of quality assurance guidelines for countries to assess 
the quality of their income estimates. Income is measured differently in the system 
of national accounts and in most social surveys. Part of the quality guidelines may be 
based on reconciliation between micro and macro estimates, when this is possible.  

91. Each of these objectives will help achieve greater harmonization of income 
concepts across countries. 

92. The Task Force is expected to: 
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 (a) Gather intelligence and update the inventory of current con-
cepts/definitions of income among countries to determine how these may have 
changed/advanced; 

 (b) Assess these developments against the current recommendations out-
lined in the Canberra Handbook; 

 (c) Identify new concepts and methods for operationalizing these concepts 
not currently included in the Handbook; 

 (d) Provide guidance on how to achieve greater harmonization of income 
measurement across countries by developing practical guidelines for measuring ex-
isting and new household income concepts/definitions; 

 (e) Establish key quality assurance guidelines for income measurement. 
These guidelines should include reconciliation to external sources. 

 C. Activities of the Task Force  

93. It is anticipated at this time that the activities of the Task Force would be as 
follows: 

 (a) Update the current inventory of existing income definitions/concepts 
used by countries. This inventory should also include the various approaches and 
methodologies used for measuring income; 

 (b) Map existing definitions and concepts of income used by countries 
against the Canberra Handbook to identify current gaps; 

 (c) Broaden the intelligence gathering through discussions and involvement 
with key international academics and researchers; 

 (d) Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the different approaches to 
defining and measuring household income; 

 (e) Compile a set of guidelines and recommendations for defining and 
measuring household income based on best practices and advancements identified in 
this area, including property income, self-employment income, own account produc-
tion, imputed rent for owner occupied dwellings, social transfers in-kind, inter-
household transfers and capital gains; 

 (f) Consider any further reporting/consultation requirements, such as to the 
International Conference of Labour Statisticians regarding any changes recom-
mended to the income standards, and to the proposed City Group regarding any 
crossover implications to the work on the two forums; 

 (g) Present final report to the CES Bureau. 

94. The Task Force may come to a view that it needs to broaden or reduce the 
scope of the activities described above, based on deliberations and the nature of the 
work that unfolds. It is suggested that the Task Force be allowed to do that if it can 
form a consensus.  

 D. Time frame 

95. It is anticipated that the complete work of the Task Force will be concluded 
for the recommendations and results to be presented at the February 2011 meeting of 
the CES Bureau.  
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 E. Composition of the Task Force 

96. The Task Force consists of representatives from Austria, Australia (chair), 
Canada, Norway, United States, Eurostat, ILO, OECD, the Luxembourg Income 
Study, CIS-STAT and UNECE.  

 F. System of work and possible meetings 

97. The Task Force will meet via conference call to agree upon deliverables and 
timelines. Tasks will be assigned to various members and the Chair and Secretary 
will be agreed upon. 

98. The members of the Task Force are expected to agree on the division of labour 
and, to reduce costs, work mainly via e-mail and conference calls. Currently, no 
meetings of the Task Force are planned; however, a face-to-face meeting may be 
necessary early in the process and a second face-to-face meeting for discussing and 
agreeing upon final draft recommendations for implementation guidelines. There 
would be an attempt to coordinate any such meetings with the City Group if one is to 
be established. 



 ECE/CES/76 

GE.09-24850 51 

[ENGLISH ONLY] 

Annex XI 

  Task force on business statistics 

The terms of reference presented below were approved by the CES Bureau in Feb-
ruary 2008 (document ECE/CES/BUR/2008/FEB/13). 

 A. Background 

99. In February 2007, the CES Bureau discussed a range of strategic issues in the 
field of business statistics. The Bureau observed that a number of international initia-
tives were already under way in this area, notably the UN Friends of the Chair initia-
tive on the integrated approach to economic statistics, the Wiesbaden Group on 
Business Registers (formerly known as the International Round Table on Business 
Survey Frames), and the European group on multinational enterprises.  

100. There are numerous other international fora where various aspects of business 
statistics are being discussed. The following list is by no means all-inclusive: 

 (a) Subsequent to a CES seminar in June 2005, a Task Force on Electronic 
Data Reporting was established to further explore the issues surrounding EDR; 

 (b) Additional international work in the area of business statistics is pres-
ently being carried out by the UN Expert Group on Distributive Trade Statistics and 
the UN Expert Group on Industrial Statistics; 

 (c) The OECD recently established a new Working Party on International 
Trade in Goods and Trade in Services Statistics, merging the two existing Expert 
Groups on Merchandise Trade and on Trade in Services into one Working Party; 

 (d) The OECD is currently developing frameworks for business indicators 
in the areas of globalization, entrepreneurship and science and technology; 

 (e) The UN Expert Group on International Economic and Social Classifica-
tions and its Technical Subgroup is coordinating international implementation work 
related to the latest revisions of ISIC and the CPC; 

 (f) The Joint UNECE/OECD/Eurostat Working Group on Impact of Glob-
alization on National Accounts is reviewing ways in which phenomena related to 
globalization (e.g. transfer pricing, merchanting) are impacting the source data, most 
notably business statistics, used in compiling national accounts; 

 (g) The Ottawa Group on Price Statistics, the Oslo Group on Energy Statis-
tics, the Voorburg Group on Services Statistics, the London Group on Environmental 
Statistics and the Paris Group on Labour and Compensation Statistics are also doing 
valuable work on different aspects of business statistics. 

101. Looking beyond the work of these various groups, the Bureau felt there were 
other important strategic issues in the field of business statistics that would benefit 
greatly from additional international cooperative effort. It saw a need for a wider vi-
sion of the directions in which business statistics are headed over the next several 
years. The Bureau decided “to include the issue of business statistics on the agenda 
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of the CES plenary session in 2008. Meanwhile, a small task force should be formed 
to address pending issues in the field of business statistics.”  

102. The Bureau asked Statistics Canada and Eurostat to prepare the terms of refer-
ence of the Task Force.  

 B. Objective 

103. The purpose of the Task Force is to identify and prepare an overview of a few 
key strategic issues in order to help define the focus of CES discussion in the area of 
business statistics over the next five years. The Task Force should examine in par-
ticular those areas where there is scope for sharing best practices and promoting in-
ternational harmonization. The Task Force should organize and lead a one-day semi-
nar on business statistics at the CES annual meeting in June 2009. 

104. Overlaps should be avoided with the work done in other groups mentioned in 
paragraphs 1 and 2 that are currently working on business statistics. For example, 
technical issues related to electronic data reporting are to be kept outside the scope 
of the Task Force, as these are dealt with by the Task Force on Electronic Data Re-
porting. 

105. The Task Force will begin its work by considering what definition of business 
statistics to adopt for its purposes. This could range from a narrow traditional defini-
tion encompassing structural business statistics, industrial and services statistics, and 
business registers to a wide definition encompassing all statistics collected from 
businesses including, for example, environmental statistics and information about in-
tangible assets such as business knowledge. It will then identify the areas in business 
statistics that need further work and prepare a work plan. This work plan will address 
one or possibly two of the following areas: 

 (а) The conduct of economic censuses; 

 (b) The conduct of business surveys; 

 (с) The reduction of respondent burden; 

 (d) New domains/user needs; 

 (е) The definition and treatment of multinational enterprises; 

 (f) Review of the various international manuals related to business statis-
tics. 

106. In sum, the first order of business for the Task Force will be to select specific 
directions within the broad field of business statistics to provide a focus for CES dis-
cussions during the next few years. 

 C. Membership 

107. The Task Force will be a Joint UNECE/OECD/Eurostat Task Force. It will be 
open to all member states of UNECE, OECD and Eurostat. IMF and UNCTAD will 
also participate in the work of the group. Members are expected to actively contrib-
ute to the agenda of the Task Force.  

108. The Task Force will be co-chaired by [to be determined]. UNECE will provide 
secretariat support to the Task Force. 
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109. A leadership sub-group composed of members from Eurostat, Statistics Can-
ada, UNECE, OECD and 3 or 4 others [to be determined] will steer the work of the 
Task Force and will report on the progress of work to the Conference and its Bureau. 

 D. Outcome  

110. The Task Force will provide a forum to encourage and coordinate the work 
undertaken by countries and international organizations in the area of business statis-
tics. It will begin by preparing a work plan and will also organize a one-day CES 
seminar in June 2009.  

 E. Timetable 

111. The following timetable for the work of the Task Force is proposed: 

February 2008: The CES Bureau approves the Task Force terms of reference, possi-
bly with modifications. The CES Bureau also identifies the Task Force co-chairs.  

March-April 2008: The Task Force co-chairs, working with the UNECE secretariat, 
identify the Task Force members and the leadership sub-group. 

June 2008: The Task Force co-chairs submit a brief initial report to the CES plenary 
session formally launching the Task Force activities. 

Summer or early fall 2008: The Task Force leadership sub-group meets either face-
to-face or via tele-conference to discuss the Task Force agenda and priorities. The 
immediate goals are to prepare a work plan and define an agenda for a meeting of the 
full Task Force in early 2009. Co-chairs prepare a short report for submission to the 
CES Bureau fall 2008 meeting. 

Early 2009: First meeting of the full Task Force. The meeting objective is to prepare 
a work plan and organize the agenda for a one-day seminar on issues in business sta-
tistics as part of the June 2009 CES annual meeting.  

June 2009: The Task Force organizes a one-day seminar on issues in business statis-
tics as part of the CES annual meeting. 

Thereafter: The Task Force will pursue issues arising out of the June 2009 seminar. 
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Annex XII 

  Task force on environmental indicators (joint task force 
with the UNECE environment, housing and land 
management division) 

The Joint Task Force on Environmental indicators was set up in February 2009. The 
terms of reference presented below were approved by the CES Bureau in October 
2008, UNECE Committee on Environmental Policy in January 2009, and by the 
UNECE Executive Committee in February 2009 (ECE/EX/2009/L.6). 

 A. Background 

112. The involvement of the countries of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central 
Asia (EECCA) and South-Eastern Europe (SEE) in the preparation of the assessment 
reports for the “Environment for Europe” Ministerial Conferences triggered their in-
terest in the development of a set of environmental indicators and practical recom-
mendations on their application. The Working Group on Environmental Monitoring 
and Assessment under the Committee on Environmental Policy prepared the Guide-
lines for the Application of Environmental Indicators in Eastern Europe, Caucasus 
and Central Asia (Indicator Guidelines)4, which were endorsed at the Sixth Ministe-
rial Conference “Environment for Europe” (Belgrade, 2007). 

113. The Conference of European Statisticians was active in developing environ-
mental statistics in the 1980s and early 1990s. It developed several environmental 
statistics classifications and a pan-European compendium of environmental statistics. 
At present, it supports a Joint UNECE/OECD5/Eurostat Working Group on Statistics 
for Sustainable Development in its efforts to develop a broad conceptual framework 
for measuring sustainable development. 

114. Further to initial discussions between the Environment, Housing and Land 
Management Division and the Statistical Division of UNECE, the Committee on En-
vironmental Policy, at its April 2008 meeting, invited the Conference of European 
Statisticians to consider cooperating with the Working Group on Environmental 
Monitoring and Assessment on methodological issues of environmental indicators 
(ECE/CEP/148). 

 B. Objective 

115. Against this background, it is proposed that a joint intersectoral Task Force on 
environmental indicators be created. The purpose of the Task Force will be to assist 
national statistical agencies and institutions responsible for the production of na-
tional reports on the state of the environment in EECCA and SEE countries to im-

  

 4 Published in the United Nations publication, Environmental Indicators and Indicators-
based Assessment Reports: Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia, Sales No. E 
07.II.E.9. 

 5 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development. 
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prove environmental data collection, further strengthen environmental reporting and 
promote comparability of environmental statistics and indicators in the region.  

116. The joint Task Force will report to its parent bodies, the Committee on Envi-
ronmental Policy and Conference of European Statisticians, and to their Bureaux. 
The Task Force will work closely with the Working Group on Environmental Moni-
toring and Assessment and inform it about the progress made and about the outcome. 

117. The joint Task Force on environmental indicators will: 

 (a) Review the indicators covered by the Indicator Guidelines to provide 
practical recommendations on the necessary adaptation of statistical classifications 
and data collection forms and procedures for the production of indicators; 

 (b) Propose additional environmental indicators that may be important but 
are currently not included in the Indicator Guidelines (e.g. environmental expendi-
ture, environmental taxes and subsidies, production of and trade in environmental 
goods and services and hazardous substances, and resource productivity) as well as 
provide and adapt to the needs of the countries concerned relevant guidance materi-
als that are available at the international level; 

 (c) Recommend modern presentation formats and tools for effective dis-
semination of environmental indicators, including the use of modern information 
technologies; 

 (d) Assist in the organization of a workshop on environmental indicators to 
be jointly organized by UNECE and the United Nations Statistics Division in 2009. 
The workshop will be open to all interested countries so as to broaden the exchange 
of experiences and approaches. It will provide a forum for presenting the latest de-
velopments on relevant methodologies and classifications available at the global 
level.  

 C. Membership 

118. Members of the Task Force will be nominated by country focal points in the 
Conference of European Statisticians and the Working Group on Environmental 
Monitoring and Assessment. The United Nations Statistical Division, Eurostat, the 
European Environmental Agency, the World Health Organization European Centre 
for Environment and Health, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and De-
velopment and the Inter-State Statistical Committee of the Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States will be invited to designate representatives. The UNECE Statistical 
Division and the Environment, Housing and Land Management Division will jointly 
service the Task Force. 

 D. Timetable 

119. The mandate of the Task Force will cover the period from 2009 to September 
2010. 
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 E. Outcome 

120. The Task Force will submit, through the Working Group on Environmental 
Monitoring and Assessment and the Bureau of the Conference of European Statisti-
cians, a final report on its accomplishments and a proposal for follow-up, if any, to 
both UNECE Committees. 
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Annex XIII 

  Task force on gender statistics training for statisticians 

The Task Force on Gender Statistics Training for Statisticians was set up in 2005. 
The new terms of reference presented below were approved by the CES Bureau in 
February 2008 (document ECE/CES/BUR/2008/FEB/17). 

 A. Background 

121. The promotion of gender statistics training for all statisticians in the national 
statistical system was proposed by the Work Session on Gender Statistics in 2004 as 
one of the key activities to improve the understanding of gender statistics.  

122. Several countries and international organizations (Statistics Sweden, FAO, 
United States Census Bureau, and UNECE among others) carried out activities on 
training of statisticians in national statistical systems to incorporate the gender di-
mensions into the collection and dissemination of statistics. The meeting considered 
it very important to consolidate and coordinate these activities and to establish a 
Task Force on Gender-Sensitization Training for Statisticians. The ToR for the Task 
Force was adopted by the Bureau in February 2005.  

123. In July 2006, UNECE received funding from the World Bank to carry out 
technical cooperation within Central Asian and South-East European countries in the 
area of gender statistics. Within this project the work of the Task Force was fostered 
and training events at the regional and national levels in selected CIS and SEE coun-
tries were held. A set of training materials6 was developed. Work was also under-
taken to develop a training manual on gender statistics.  

124. In October 2007, the Bureau reviewed the progress of the work of the Task 
Force. The Bureau noted, among other things, that the language has to be clarified in 
order to transfer the right message and some of the terms used (e.g. gender sensitiza-
tion) are not clear to people who are not gender statisticians. Therefore, the Task 
Force suggests changing its name to Task Force on Gender Statistics Training for 
Statisticians.  

 B. Objective of the work 

125. The main objective of the Task Force is to continue to assist national statisti-
cal offices to integrate the gender perspective into their data collection, processing 
and dissemination through training workshops and technical cooperation activities.  

 C. Tasks 

126. The main tasks of the Task Force are: 

  

 6 http://www.unece.org/stats/Documents/2007.04.gender-wks.htm 
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 (a) To continue to develop training materials (multimedia presentations, 
case studies, participatory-based activities, etc.) for future use in regional and na-
tional training events;  

 (b) To finalize the training manual on gender statistics. 

 D. Outputs 

127. The main output of the Task Force will be: 

 (a) Training materials for Gender Statistics Training that include or expand 
upon existing training materials; 

 (b) The training manual on gender statistics.  

 E. Membership 

128. The Task Force on Gender Statistics Training for Statisticians will include rep-
resentatives from Finland, Serbia, Sweden, United States, UNDP, World Bank, FAO, 
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), UNFPA and UNECE. 

 F. Meetings 

129. The Task Force will work mainly using e-mail consultations, teleconferences, 
and face-to-face meetings as necessary.  

 G. Time frame 

130. It is expected that the work of the Task Force will be finalized by 2010. 



 ECE/CES/76 

GE.09-24850 59 

[ENGLISH ONLY] 

Annex XIV 

  Task force on the measurement of gender based violence 

The Task Force on the Measurement of Gender Based Violence was set up in 2005. 
The new terms of reference presented below were approved by the CES Bureau in 
February 2008 (document ECE/CES/BUR/2008/FEB/18). 

 A. Background 

131. In February 2005, the Bureau approved the ToR for the Task Force on the 
Measurement of Violence against Women. Since its inception, the Task Force has 
been active as follows:  

 (a) The TF prepared a comparative analysis of 25 National Surveys carried 
out by 17 Member countries of the CES, which was presented and discussed at the 
2006 UNECE Work Session on Gender Statistics7. The analysis highlighted the dif-
ferences and commonalities of the methodology used to measure gender-based vio-
lence. Also highlighted was a common basis from where it would be possible to de-
velop standard methodology. It was recommended that the Task Force continue its 
work under the mandate of the CES and increase its collaboration with other impor-
tant stakeholders active in improving measurement of gender-based violence, in par-
ticular UN bodies/departments (UNDAW, UNHCHR) and the research community; 

 (b) In 2007 the TF hosted the “Expert Group Meeting on Indicators to 
Measure Violence Against Women” organized jointly with the UN Division for Ad-
vancement of Women, the UN Statistical Division and in collaboration with other 
UN Regional commissions. This Expert Group Meeting convened with the objective 
to commence work on a list of indicators;  

 (c) Information on the measurement of gender-based violence have been 
integrated into the Gender Statistics Website to inform interested users on definitions 
and methods to measure gender-based violence through surveys, as well as to dis-
seminate analytical products and available statistical data. Statistical data from 11 
countries are also presented in a unifying framework, facilitating access to national 
survey data that are not widely available in the international context.  

132. In October 2007, the Bureau reviewed the progress of the work of the Task 
Force. The Bureau noted that:  

 “there is a bias in the perception of some of the activities which may be par-
tially caused by the wording; users often do not understand the purpose of 
gender statistics and consider the subject exclusively as an advocacy tool for 
women; there is a need to find formulations that can better express what gen-
der statistics is trying to achieve in an impartial way;(…and…) the issue is 
not only violence against women but also violence in families (e.g. by parents, 
carers) and households.” (ECE/CES/BUR.2007/OCT/18, pages 3 and 5).  

  

 7 http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2006.09.gender.htm. 
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133. The Bureau requested the Task Force to revise its ToR to take into account the 
concerns raised in the discussion. Therefore, the Task Force suggests its being re-
named as the Task Force on the Measurement of Gender-based Violence.  

 B. Objective of the work  

134. The objective of the Task Force is to continue to improve and harmonize sta-
tistics on gender-based violence.  

 C. Tasks 

135. The main tasks of the Task Force will be: 

 (a) To continue to promote training for NSOs and users in the field of gen-
der-based violence; 

 (b) To define common concepts and identify a minimum set of questions 
for: 

  (i) specialized surveys; and  

  (ii) inclusion of a short module on Gender-based violence in on-
going surveys. 

 D. Outputs of the task force 

136. The main outputs of the Task Force will be: 

 (a) Ongoing contributions to the global effort in response to the UN Gen-
eral Assembly’s resolution8 for the development of a “set of possible indicators on 
violence against women in order to assist States in assessing the scope, prevalence 
and incidence of violence against women”9 to be adopted by the Statistical Commis-
sion10; 

 (b) Methodological guidelines on producing data on gender-based violence 
through i) specialized surveys and ii) inclusion of a short module on gender-based 
violence in on-going surveys.  

 E. Membership 

137. The composition of the Task Force on the Measurement of Gender-based Vio-
lence includes representatives from Canada, Italy, Serbia, European Monitoring Cen-
tre on Racism and Xenophobia (EUMC), University of Lancaster, London Metro-
politan University, University of Osnabrueck, Office of the High Commission on 

  

 8 The resolution entitled “Intensification of efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against 
women” (A/RES/61/143) was adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on  
19 December 2006. 

 9 Text quoted directly from Aide Mémoire of the “Expert Group Meeting on indicators to 
measure violence against women” held on 8-10 October 2007 in Geneva 
(http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/ece/ces/ge.30/2007/mtg1/zip.1.e.pdf). 

 10 An initial set of core indicators was adopted by the Statistical Commission in February 
2009. 
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Human Rights (OHCHR), United Nations Division for the Advancement of Women 
(UNDAW), UNIFEM, WHO and UNECE. 

 F. Meetings 

138. The Task Force will work using e-mail consultations or face-to-face meetings 
as needed.  

 G. Time frame 

139. The work plan is defined by the Task Force on the Measurement of Gender-
based Violence. The Bureau will review the ToR in 2010. 
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Annex XV 

  Group of experts on the impact of globalization on 
national accounts 

The terms of reference presented below were approved by the Bureau in April 
2007 and by the UNECE Executive Committee in February 2008 
(ECE/EX/2008/L.2). The work is undertaken jointly with Eurostat and OECD. 

 A. Background 

140. In June 2006, the Conference of European Statisticians reviewed a Rapporteur 
Report on Globalization Statistics prepared by Statistics Canada and Office for Na-
tional Statistics, United Kingdom (ECE/CES/2006/2/Add.1). The conference decided 
that: “there is a need for a body to coordinate the work on globalization statistics; the 
importance of globalization statistics in relation to economic indicators was empha-
sised” (report of the fifty-fourth plenary session, ECE/CES/70). 

141. Following the Conference, the CES Bureau discussed, at its October 2006 and 
its February 2007 meetings, a proposal for follow-up work on globalization statistics 
on the basis of proposals prepared by the UNECE secretariat in cooperation with 
ONS, United Kingdom and Statistics Canada, and in consultation with OECD, Euro-
stat, International Monetary Fund (IMF), United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) and Statistics Netherlands (ECE/CES/BUR/2006/OCT/10 
and ECE/CES/BUR/2007/FEB/10). 

142. The Bureau recommended that the work be mandated to an Expert Group. 
Given the complexity of the issues, it would be difficult for the Group to cover all 
statistical areas affected by globalization. It was therefore recommended that the Ex-
pert Group should approach the issue from a national accounts perspective using the 
SNA as an integrating framework. The Expert Group should deal with the main dis-
tortions in economic statistics caused by globalization and propose approaches (sur-
veys, additional data sources) to help repair the accounts. Furthermore, it was rec-
ommended to address the impact of globalization also from the perspective of transi-
tion economies. 

143. The Bureau asked Statistics Netherlands to prepare the terms of reference and 
to chair the group.  

 B. Objective 

144. The purpose of the Expert Group (from now on referred to as Group of Ex-
perts) is to review the main distortions in the compilation of national accounts and 
related source statistics, as caused by the growing globalization of economies. In so 
doing, the Group of Experts should put forward proposals to deal with these distor-
tions and improve the quality of national accounts. The Group of Experts should ap-
proach the issue using the system of national accounts as an integrating framework.  

145. Technical cooperation activities are to be kept outside the scope of the group. 
Furthermore, it should be noted that several globalization related issues are already 
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being addressed by other international fora; the Group of Experts will closely coor-
dinate its activities with these fora. Finally, it is not the goal of the Group of Experts 
to analyse source statistics themselves; problems identified by the Group of Experts 
will be brought to the attention of the working groups dealing with these source sta-
tistics so that they can look at alternatives to improve existing guidelines and/or 
practices.  

 C. Membership 

146. The work of the Group of Experts is undertaken jointly with Eurostat and 
OECD. It is open to all member States of UNECE, OECD and Eurostat. IMF, WTO 
and UNCTAD also participate in the work of the Group. Members are expected to 
actively contribute to the agenda of the Group.  

147. The Group of Experts is chaired by Statistics Netherlands. UNECE will pro-
vide secretariat support to the Group. 

148. A leadership sub-group composed of Canada, Czech Republic, Finland, Neth-
erlands, United Kingdom, United States of America, UNECE, OECD, Eurostat and 
IMF will steer the work of the Group of Experts and will report on the progress of 
work to the Conference and its Bureau. 

 D. Outcome  

149. The Group of Experts will provide a forum to encourage and coordinate the 
work undertaken by countries and international organizations in dealing with the ef-
fects of globalization in the compilation and reconciliation of data for national ac-
counts and the source statistics driving them.  

150. The Group of Experts will prepare a set of guidelines/recommendations/best 
practices on how to deal with the distortions in the accounts. The report will: 

 (a) Identify the areas of national accounts most affected by the impact of 
globalization; 

 (b) Put forward proposals to improve the surveying, the subsequent proc-
essing and the integration of statistical data; 

 (c) Put forward proposals to arrive at an internationally consistent re-
cording of transactions in national accounts and related source statistics; 

 (d) Put forward proposals to improve relevant international guidelines for 
national accounts; 

 (e) Put forward proposals to create some kind of medium (e.g. website, 
electronic discussion groups, etc.) to exchange best practices. 

 E. Timetable 

151. The timetable for the work of the Group of Experts is as follows: 

 (a) Autumn 2007: Meeting of the leadership sub-group to make a proposal 
for a list and research agenda of the areas of national accounts most affected by the 
impact of globalization and to prepare a detailed work plan for the Group of Experts; 
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 (b) February 2008: Presentation of the research agenda and work plan to 
the CES Bureau; 

 (c) April 2008: Meeting of the Group of Experts back-to-back with the 
Joint UNECE/OECD/Eurostat Meeting on National Accounts; 

 (d) June 2008: Progress report to the Conference of European Statisticians; 

 (e) End 2008-beginning 2010: Two meetings of the leadership sub-group 
(possibly as a conference call) and two meetings of the Group of Experts; 

 (f) April 2010: Presentation of the Report with recommendations on how 
to deal with the distortions in national accounts and related source statistics to the 
Joint UNECE/OECD/Eurostat Meeting on National Accounts; 

 (g) June 2010: Presentation of the Report to the Conference of European 
Statisticians. 
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Annex XVI 

  Task force on measuring sustainable development 

The terms of reference presented below were approved by the Bureau in February 
2009 (document ECE/CES/BUR/2009/FEB/10). The work is undertaken jointly 
with Eurostat and OECD. 

 A. Background 

152. The Joint UNECE/Eurostat/OECD Working Group on Statistics for Sustain-
able Development (WGSSD) was commissioned by the CES in 2005 to develop a 
broad conceptual framework for measuring sustainable development based on the 
capital approach, and to identify a small set of indicators that could serve for interna-
tional comparisons. As a result of its two years of work, the WGSSD prepared a Re-
port on Measuring Sustainable Development. The WGSSD noted in the Re-
port the need for further conceptual and methodological development to refine cer-
tain elements of the capital approach. The final version of the Report will be made 
available before the end of 2008. A print version is expected to be available by 
March 2009. With the finalization of this Report, the mandate of the WGSSD is ful-
filled. 

153. In February 2008, the CES Bureau reviewed the Report and recognized that 
many issues remain unresolved and can be further developed. The Bureau agreed on 
a proposal that a new Task Force be created. The proposal was presented to the ple-
nary session of the CES in June 2008. The CES expressed general support for con-
tinuing the work in this area and recommended that the Bureau discuss how to pro-
ceed further at its October 2008 meeting. 

154. In October 2008, the CES Bureau reviewed the first draft version of the Terms 
of Reference and provided a more detailed guidance on the work of a future Task 
Force. The Bureau made the following main recommendations:  

 (a) The indicators should be useful for policy makers and should allow 
comparison across time;  

 (b) The refinement of the small set of capital indicators should continue;  

 (c) The areas of social and human capital should be further developed. 

 B. Proposal  

155. Taking into account the recommendations of the Conference and the Bureau, it 
is proposed that a Task Force on Measuring Sustainable Development be established.  

 C. Objective 

156. The objective of the new Task Force should be to further pursue the concep-
tual development of the capital approach in identifying indicators to present the 
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long-term dimension of sustainable development. In addition, indicators to present 
the distributional aspects under each capital indicator could be considered to respond 
to the needs of the policy makers. The work should focus on those indicators where 
further research is most likely to result in improved statistical concepts or methods. 

157. The Task Force will produce a report to be presented to the Conference and its 
Bureau.  

 D. Mandate 

158. The Task Force will further refine and, if necessary, expand the small set of 
indicators based on the capital approach proposed by the WGSSD in the Report on 
Measuring Sustainable Development and will also explore possibilities to include in-
dicators that link the capital approach concept to policy-oriented indicators. The Task 
Force will examine the indicators in order to determine whether they capture the 
long-term conceptual perspective of the capital approach to measuring sustainable 
development. 

159. The work will follow up on dimensions unresolved in the Report, focusing on 
but not limited to social and human capital. The Task Force could include in the set 
of indicators new or revised long-term social and human capital indicators that the 
Task Force might identify. 

160. The Task Force will carry out further work on comparing the proposed indica-
tors with the existing national and international indicator sets and assess their com-
patibility with the policy-oriented indicators, as well as their usefulness for both in-
ternational and inter-temporal comparisons. 

161. The Task Force will further explore the limits of the monetization methodolo-
gies and the monetary indicators and, where possible, advance them. 

162. The Task Force will consider conducting a consultation with policy makers in 
order to validate the policy relevance of the indicators based on the capital approach 
among the CES member countries. 

163. The Task Force will analyse the set of indicators from the point of view of 
data availability and resource implications for their compilation by official statisti-
cians and others.  

 E. Governance and mode of operation 

164. The Task Force will report to the CES Bureau. It will be a joint 
UNECE/Eurostat/OECD Task Force. The World Bank will be invited to contribute. 
Existing groups will be consulted on issues in specific domains (e.g. the London 
Group on environmental accounting, etc.).  

165. The Task Force should consist of a limited number of experts selected from 
the statistical and academic communities who have the capacity to advance the theo-
retical aspects of the capital approach, address the challenges of policy relevance and 
implications, and develop further the links to official statistics.  

166. The Task Force should be chaired by a statistician with experience and knowl-
edge of the issues. The Chair will have the responsibility for ensuring that the Task 
Force fulfils its mandate and that its composition is balanced between statisticians 
and other experts. A leadership sub-group from among the Task Force members 
could be created to assist the Chair in managing the work. 
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167. The Task Force should develop a more detailed work plan at its first meeting, 
which will be presented for information to the CES Bureau. The Task Force will 
meet face-to-face at least once per year as agreed by the Chair and members. Much 
of the work is expected to be carried out electronically.  

168. The UNECE will provide secretariat support to the work of the Task Force and 
its Chair. Eurostat and OECD will also provide support.  

 F. Timetable 

169. The mandate of the Task Force will extend from March 2009 to June 2011. 
The Task Force will prepare interim reports for the Bureau meetings and for the Con-
ference in 2010 and present its final report at the CES plenary session in June 2011. 
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Annex XVII 

  Organizing committee of the meetings on consumer price 
indices 

The terms of reference presented below were approved by the Bureau in October 
2007 (document ECE/CES/BUR/2007/OCT/8). The work is undertaken jointly with 
ILO.  

 A. Background 

170. The joint UNECE/ILO meetings of the Group of Experts on Consumer Price 
Indices (CPIs) have been organised every two years since the early 1980’s. The joint 
meetings are intergovernmental meetings and have been well attended by specialists 
from national statistical offices in the UNECE region as well as from other member 
countries of the ILO and representatives of other international organisations.  

 B. The purpose of the joint meetings on Consumer Price Indices 

171. The purpose of the joint meetings is to support the development and imple-
mentation of internationally accepted standards and methods in the field of CPIs, 
thus improving the quality and international comparability of CPIs. The joint meet-
ings also provide an opportunity for national experts to exchange views and experi-
ences in the field of price statistics.  

172. The meetings provide a forum for identifying best practices for compilation of 
CPIs. Special attention is paid to reduce existing gaps between UNECE member 
countries. The results and recommendations from the meetings also serves as input 
for the revision of the CPI Manual, including Supplementary Handbooks.  

173. The reports and recommendations of good practices of the joint meetings and 
suggestions for future agendas are submitted to the Intersecretariat Working Group 
of Price Statistics (IWGPS). 

 C. The purpose of the Organising Committee  

174. The purpose of the Committee is to assist the UNECE and the ILO in the 
preparation and follow-up of the joint CPI meetings. The Committee decides the fu-
ture agenda items and the time and frequency of future meetings. The Committee 
may also propose experts that can contribute to the work on CPIs.  

175. The Committee should take into account activities undertaken in the IWGPS 
and the Ottawa Group and other groups involved in price statistics. The Committee 
should make any effort to strengthen the coordination with activities in these groups 
and reduce possible overlap of work.  
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 D. Work plan 

176. Organisation of a one-day meeting for transition economies, focusing on the 
practical problems associated with the implementation of recommended CPI prac-
tices in economies in transition. The meeting will be organized back−to−back with 
the joint CPI meeting.  

177. Conduction of a joint UNECE/ILO survey in national statistical offices in 
UNECE and ILO member countries and with main users of CPIs to obtain feedback 
on the usefulness of the CPI Manual. The result of this survey will be used to inform 
future joint meetings and future updates of the electronic version of the CPI Manual. 

178. The report of the joint CPI meeting in 2008 and proposal for possible future 
work on CPIs will be submitted to the Bureau for it’s meeting in October 2008. 

 E. Members of the Organising Committee 

179. The Committee is composed of five representatives of CES member countries, 
including the incoming Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the joint CPI meeting, 
and representatives from UNECE, ILO, Eurostat, OECD and IMF. Other experts can 
be invited if this is found useful. 

 F. Meetings of the Organising Committee 

180. The Committee meets during the joint CPI meetings. It is envisaged that the 
Committee will review issues by means of electronic discussions in between the 
meetings.  

 G. Review of the mandate of the Organising Committee 

181. In October 2009, the Bureau of the Conference of European Statisticians will 
review the mandate of the Organising Committee. 
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Annex XVIII 

  Organising committee of the forum on human resources 
management and training in statistical offices 

The terms of reference presented below were approved by the Bureau in February 
2009 (document ECE/CES/BUR/2009/FEB/19). 

 A. Background 

182. The Forum on Human Resources Management and Training took place on 3-5 
September 2008 in Skopje, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. The Forum 
recommended to continue international work in the area of human resources man-
agement and training in statistical offices. 

183. The Bureau discussed future work in this area at its meeting in October 2008. 
The Bureau agreed that further work should focus on competencies in official statis-
tics, training, and on how to attract and retain staff in statistical offices. The activi-
ties should lead to a concrete outcome and might involve organising a meeting on 
Human Resources in 2010. 

184. The Bureau asked the UNECE Secretariat to prepare a more concrete proposal 
for follow-up activities in consultation with the Organising Committee that prepared 
the Forum held in Skopje in September 2008. The Bureau will consider this proposal 
at its meeting in February 2009. 

 B. Planned work 

 1. Outputs to be prepared 

185. The Organising Committee proposes to prepare the following outputs in the 
areas recommended by the Bureau:  

 (а) Training 

  − A set of guidelines on how to apply e-learning,  

  − A collection of best practices on in-house training, and 

  − A set of recommendations on how to measure the efficiency of 
training activities.  

 (b) How to attract and retain staff 

  − A collection of best practices and possible recommendations. 

 2. Workshop on Human Resources in Statistical Offices 

186. In order to obtain contributions and facilitate the preparation of the outputs, an 
international workshop on Human Resources in Statistical Offices should be organ-
ised in 2010. The workshop should focus on two topics: Training and How to attract 
and retain staff in statistical offices. The topics would be discussed in two main ses-
sions that would involve the following issues: 
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187. Session 1: Training 

 (a) Training as a strategic issue in statistical offices; 

 (b) How to apply e-learning in training of staff in official statistics? 

 (c) How to plan and organise in-house training? 

 (d) The involvement of universities in the training of staff. 

 (e) How to ensure training is demand driven? 

(f) How do we measure the efficiency, costs and benefits of training activi-
ties? 

188. Session 2: How to attract and retain the staff for tomorrow? 

 (a) How to develop and implement a Human Resources Management Con-
cept in official statistics (a strategic issue)? 

 (b) How to attract and retain the ‘digital’ generation and the most qualified 
staff? 

 (c) External vs internal recruitment; 

 (d) How to identify and train future leaders in official statistics? 

Career plans; 

 (f) Development of an inventory of staff survey questionnaires – or com-
mon/comparable standards? 

189. It is suggested that the duration of the workshop be two and a half days, with 
one full day devoted to each of the two main topics. The last half day should be re-
served for conclusions, information on other initiatives in HR, including work on 
competencies in official statistics undertaken by Eurostat, and for looking forward. 

190. The target group for the meeting is HR managers and other staff involved in 
work on human resources, e.g. persons from the general management or from train-
ing units. The workshop should be interactive in its form with active participation 
and group work, interchanging with presentations and discussions of papers. 

 3. Organization of the workshop 

191. The following offices/countries have expressed willingness to be on the Or-
ganising Committee preparing the workshop: the Federal Statistical Office of Ger-
many, Statistics Canada, Statistics Norway, the Statistical Office of Macedonia, the 
Statistical Office of the Czech Republic, Eurostat, IMF and UNECE. The Federal 
Statistical Office of Germany and Statistics Norway have agreed to co-chair the Or-
ganising Committee. The Organising Committee is open to new members. 

192. The Organising Committee would also be responsible for preparing the out-
puts of the workshop. 

193. Statistical offices in member countries are invited to host the workshop, while 
the UNECE, as an alternative, has also offered to host the meeting in Geneva.  
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Annex XIX 

  List of meetings planned from june 2009 to june 201011 

57th plenary session of the Conference of European 
Statisticians (Geneva) 
 

8−10 (a.m.) June 2009  

Better evidence for better results: measuring devel-
opment and progress (Geneva) 

10 (p.m.) June 2009 

Meeting of the Task Force on Sustainable Develop-
ment (organised jointly with Eurostat and OECD) 
(Geneva) 

23−24 September 2009 

Expert Group Meeting on Violence against Women 
(Geneva) 

28−30 September 2009 

Workshop on Short-term Statistics and Seasonal Ad-
justment (Astana, Kazakhstan) 

28 September − 2 October 
2009 

Workshop on Business Registers and their role in the 
Eastern UNECE region (Luxembourg) 

5 October 2009 

Sub-regional Meeting on MDG indicators for Central 
Asian Countries (Astana, Kazakhstan) 

5−9 October 2009 

Work Session on Statistical Data Editing (Neuchâtel, 
Switzerland) 

5−7 October 2009 

Regional Meeting on MDG Indicators  
(Kazakhstan) 

5−7 October 2009 

Group of Experts on Business Registers (organised 
jointly with Eurostat and OECD) (Luxembourg) 

6−7 October 2009 

Meeting on Quality of Employment (organised  
jointly with Eurostat and ILO) (Geneva) 

14−16 October 2009 

Group of Experts on Population and Housing Cen-
suses (organised jointly with Eurostat) (Geneva) 

28−30 October 2009 

Sub-regional Workshop on Gender Statistics for 
South-East Europe (Skopje, The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia) 

16−20 November 2009  
(date to be confirmed) 

Work Session on Statistical Data Confidentiality  
(Bilbao, Spain) 

2−4 December 2009 

Work Session on the Measurement of Health Status 
(Geneva) 

20−22 January 2010 

  

 11 The exact dates of the meetings may still be subject to change. 
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Workshop on Seasonal Adjustment (Baku, Azerbai-
jan) 

February 2010  
(date to be confirmed) 

Expert Group Meeting on Violence against Women 
(Geneva) 

17−19 February 2010 

Work Session on Statistical Metadata (organised 
jointly with Eurostat and OECD) (Geneva) 

10−12 March 2010 

Work Session on Migration Statistics (organised 
jointly with Eurostat) (Geneva) 

14−16 April 2010 

Meeting on the Management of Statistical Information 
Systems (organised jointly with Eurostat and OECD) 
(Republic of Korea) 

26−28 April 2010 

Work Session on Gender Statistics and Workshop 
(Geneva) 

26−30 April 2010 

Group of Experts on National Accounts (organised 
jointly with Eurostat and OECD) (Geneva) 

27−30 April 2010 

Work Session on Demographic Projections  
(organised jointly with Eurostat) (Lisbon, Portugal) 

28−30 April 2010 

Group of Experts on Consumer Price Indices  
(organised jointly with ILO) (Geneva)  

May 2010  
(date to be confirmed) 

Work Session on the Communication and Dissemina-
tion of Statistics (Paris - to be confirmed) 

26−28 May 2010  
(date to be confirmed) 

    

 


