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9'enera1 Discussion on the Scop~ of the I::[qrlc o:t:-!Ee f?Eb-GoIlllIlission

The Chairm~ took lW, item 5, of '" the, agenda on the :;oqneideration

j 1 .

; ~ .

that the Sub-commission might firs,i;define the bro~ 'pJ:'inciples of its..s.~· .

of the scope and progrem of workot theSub-coDltllislili:on, She ·'suggested.I ','. ','", • .' .. ' ., •'. ',3 •

work end when these were laid. d0w.I:l., ,the members c:oulc;l ..proceed to the

.. : .

: ..... ,:.'

Mrs. Boos8velt point<?d out th.at the work of'tbe Sub"".~oilID1.i8S1dn Ivas:;. • ,:' • l • ' ' ... ..,

Mrs. Ransa Mahte. propos~d that ths j scope of the work of, the Bub-. , '.' . , . . .: . 1 ,.., .. ,

prepare a broad. outline of human rights, leaving the fact :!f'iO!lp.ing to

examination of details,

those' whose tas~ it would be to preJ;lare the~rSul'veys. ' .' -::' of"

tied up with that of the Human Rights OOlI!l;P.tssiouo",{3.nd t.bat: i':t.~,W8~;:·n€lces(.lary
. • . '. ". • , . ~; i • • - . .

that the wor~ of these two commissions be in harmony and not in conflict.

international conference of, women could creatE;l.:.afavorable world opinion• • '". . • .,.1, :l', ,,; , "',

commission should includ.e political) civio) 690nomic) edu.ca.tionaI~ social
.' . ~ .l' ':' ~. .. ,;' ~' ,: 'f ••'· " .', . ' 0"" • I .

and domestic fields. A wo~rollS charter to be.diecuS8ed,b~an
:, .

to implement the recommendations, T,~e SUb-COIp:U:iJ8.B~on~6ht.therefore,\' ;' >: . '. i '; .''''

·'.d.
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The' Sub-commission should, therefore, cover all the womenls fields and be

sure that 'none were overlooked. She said that in her opinion the Sub­

commission should last 'until it was felt that women had reached the point

where they were on an equal "basis with men in all fields of human endeavQ:t'.

The Sub-commission I sreport, which would ultimately be placed before the

''"'' Economic and Social C~unci1, would be made to the HUman Rights Commission.

in the first place.

Miss Bernardino cons~dered that the S~b-commission should study the

status of women in all its asnects economic civil social and educational,-.r:, , ,

that sub-Committees should "be created to prepare a survey, and that there

should be an executive office to carry out proposals approved by the

Economic and Social Council •. Mios Bernardinoagreed with Mrs. Mehta that

the Sub-commission could dI'aft b:coad recommendations without awaiting the

reault of the fact finding s~rveys and that, in her opinion, the Sub­

commission had to do more than study the status of women, since women all

over the world were watching and awaiting the result of the SUb-

~ '.

comm1saion t a work. Miss ]ernardlno also agreed with Mrs. Boosevelt that
, '- ,~.;

the: first steps toWart1s raising the status of women must be to ensure
"

their J;lartlctpation in the :political. field •

.Pe general discussion followed on the purpose and terms of' reference

of the Su"b-comm:!ssion and V'ar~ous members suggested working formulas.

The Chairman defined it as the finding of ways and means of .raising

the atatus of ·wom.en in different cou;{tries. These J?::'~lnciples should be

L . broad outlines of the' ways and. means,

2. deep and detailed. investigation of woman t s Position,

3. the m.aintenance of' interest of all women in the "World. in their

problems.

Miss Jurdak suggested, as a starting point} that the members might

define the purpose. The main 'points had been reached preViously in a

study group of some of the members and' they were briefly as follows:
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"." 1. Tyi; ..raise th.e. status of women in the world

:' Q.,. The acc?mplis~ent of this task: by means of reliable studies

3.· The function of the SUb-commission ,~hould last only until this

purpose is acht~~d.

MiesBernar-dino moyed that the members should ado~t Miss Jurdak's

draft. Mme. Lefa1.lcheux pro:pos~d the phrase, lIto study means to raise

the status of women. I1 .some members considered the terms of reference

were too vague. Mrs. Roosevelt pointed out that it was up to the Sub-

commission to ,submit proposals regarding its terms of reference. She

drew the attention of members to $ection B, paragraph 3 of document E/27

'which they had before them. It was generally Bgreed that it might be

better.to .adjourn the diacueaion1n ~rder to give ~embers time to study

and combine the ideas which, had been put forwerd. Miss Bernardino

therefore withdrew her motion.

,The Chairman then invited Judge Dorothy Kenyon to address the members

of the SUb-~omm18aiq~. In w~lcomins Judge Kenyon, she pointed out that

she had been a member of the Committee of Experts set up by the League

of Nations Assembly in 1937 to study and re~ort on the legal status of

of wom'9n.

Judge Kenyon sai~ that she was only too happy to .be inVited to give

the members of the Sub-commission the background ~f the work don~ by the

League. Unfortunately the war had. come and the conrmiss:ion had been unable

to complete its studies. One result, however, had emerged and that was the

Report on the Legal Status of Women prepared by the International Institute

of Private Law, Rome, a copy of which she presented to tbe Sub-coD~ission.

. JUdge Kenyon surveyed the work done by the League C~mmittee. The Corrmittee

of Experts had been set up by the League of Nations Assembly in 19?7 and

their t9rms of reference were to deter.mine th~ exact scope of the

cont'3ffi1)le.t.'3d. f}t')mprehansiv€l fltudy on. the legal status E;lnjoyed by women in

.the various countries of the world as a result of the provisions of
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national law, and. to determine .the distribution of work among the

Bc.ientifi c inetitutea.. They were, therefore, only a fact find.ing body

and were not co~cerned with the application of the law. Nevertheless,

they did endeavor to widen their scope as far as pOBsible;

They obtained their data mainly from three scientific institutes:

,1, International Institute for the Unification of Private Law - Rome

2, International Institute of Publio Law - Paris

3, International Bureau for the Unification of Penal Law ~ Paris

They also received excellent materi·al from women's organizations ..

The Committee held three sessions, in April 1938, January and July
_, _ •• _..., ~_ _. • .., <Oa

1939. At its last session. i tconsidered. that every effort should be made

to publish ~le study before the 1941 lssembly,. but the war upset these

calculations. Nevertheless, the report, which she had already presented

to the Oommission, was completed by the International Institute in Bome

in the first half of 1941. A .survey of Hindu Law had 'been und.ertaken

by Sir N. Sirc8.r, a jurist specializing in Indian Law. Judge Kenyon had

not s~en this memorandum but the secretariat of the SUb-commission had

managed to find a 90PY in New York which 'had been loaned for study by

the Sub-commission.

Judge Kenyon expressed the hope that the Commission's work would

include the follOWing items;

1. The information prepared by the League Committee to be revised

and brought up to date.

2. A study of the areas where the need to raise the status of women

was greates't, particularly where customary law prevailed. The moat

important aIld only real means of action in these spheres was the

education of women.

3. Dissemination of standa.rds.

4. Establishment of a liaison with international organizations,

specialized agenciee and other commissions of th~ United Nations.
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5. Provide a ce):lt~e of exchange of information on all matters

]ertaining to the status of women.

6. The stp.dy of the a]plication of the law.

Mise Bernardino proposed a 'Vote of thanks to Judge Kenyan for her

co-operation w1th the Sub-cOlmniseion and for the work which she had. Clone

for the women's cause on the League Committee of Experts. Miss

Bernardino's proposal wae adopted unanimously by the Sub~commission.

The meeting adjourned at 12:40 PM.




