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Carta de fecha 11 de agosto de 1997 dirigida al Presidente de
la Subcomisión de Prevención de Discriminaciones y Protección
a las Minorías en su 49º período de sesiones por el Encargado
de Negocios interino de la Misión Permanente de la República

Popular Democrática de Corea ante la Oficina de las
Naciones Unidas en Ginebra

Tengo el honor de adjuntarle un documento titulado "Consideraciones del
Gobierno de la República Popular Democrática de Corea sobre los crímenes
contra la humanidad cometidos por el Japón, incluida la cuestión de las
esclavas sexuales" y pedirle que tenga la bondad de distribuirlo como
documento oficial  del 49º período de sesiones de la Subcomisión de1

Prevención de Discriminaciones y Protección a las Minorías en relación con el
tema 6 del programa titulado "Formas contemporáneas de la esclavitud".

(Firmado): Han Chang On
Encargado de Negocios interino
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Annex

Views of the Government of the Democratic People's Republic
of Korea on crimes committed by Japan against humanity,

including the issue of “comfort women”

The Government of Japan is now seizing every opportunity to describe
Japan as taking a somewhat “positive response” to the case of the “comfort
women for the army”.  The “positive response” of Japan includes the
following:

(i) Sincere apology of the Government, including a letter of apology
from the Prime Minister;

(ii) Government assistance to the Asian Women's Fund (AWF);

(iii) Offering “atonement money” from the AWF to the victims;

(iv) Medical welfare support projects financed by the Government;

(v) Efforts in the educational field, etc. (see 
E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.2/1997/5).

Of course, this response appears to be judged as a change in the attitude of
Japan compared with the time when the case of the “comfort women for the
army” was first raised at the United Nations.  However, people do not know
down to the bottom the real motive of Japan veiled in the “changed attitude”.

The international community may remember that, at the initial stage, when
the issue of “comfort women for the army” was made public to the world and
raised at the United Nations, the Government of Japan showed strong objection
to it in order to shirk its responsibility, saying it was the act of
civilians.

It is also a known fact that, after it was confirmed as a crime committed
by the Government, the Government of Japan strongly objected to its
discussion at the United Nations, talking about “statutory limitation” and
“an act committed before the establishment of the United Nations”.

Why, then, is the Government of Japan now begging for the understanding
and indulgence of the international community, while mouthing about an
“apology” and a “civilian fund”?  It is because the crime committed by Japan
is too clear and serious for Japan to challenge the just and above­board
demands of the international community, which loves and cherishes justice.

As acknowledged, the Japanese crime of “comfort women for the army” is an
atrocity against humanity executed by Japan by mobilizing its State powers. 
And this is a great State crime, for which a precedent cannot be found.
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Nevertheless, the Government of Japan is trying to deceive the
international community with cajolery and tricks and bury its past grave
crime in the black curtain of history forever, instead of recognizing its
State and legal responsibility for it.

It is a mockery of human justice and conscience that should never be
tolerated.

Settling the issue of such crimes committed by Japan in the past is a
pressing task before the international community in its process of
terminating, once and for all, all sorts of human rights violations,
including outrageous abuses against women and children throughout the world.

1.  Our view on the apology of Japan

The Government of Japan has so far expressed on several occasions sincere
“apology” and “remorse” with regard to the “comfort women for the army” case. 
And it is said that, since August 1996, the Prime Minister has been sending
his letter along with atonement money from the “Asian Women's Fund” to the
former “comfort women for the army”, in which letter he once again personally
expressed “apology” and “remorse” on behalf of the Government.  Certainly it
is true that it was conveyed to some individual victims in the Philippines
and the Republic of Korea.

However, we should correctly see the ulterior motive of Japan behind
the “letter of apology”.  The Government of Japan explains that the
Prime Minister's “letter of apology” proceeds from Japan's moral
responsibility.  Moral responsibility is different from legal responsibility.
The “comfort women for the army” case is a matter for which State legal
responsibility should be recognized by Japan, as it is a crime organized and
committed by the Government and Japanese army in the past.

The victims of the “comfort women for the army” crime, and the 
Governments and organizations concerned demand Japan's recognition of its
legal responsibility and an apology based on it.  They should be proved by
practical actions, not by a few hypocritical words.

If the Prime Minister's “apology” is sincere, the Government of Japan
will be able to easily recognize its legal responsibility.  And, also if that
“apology” is sincere, the responsibility should be borne by the Government
itself, not by individual persons or a “civilian fund” such as the “Asian
Women's Fund”.

As long as legal responsibility is not recognized, such an apology is
nothing but empty talk, even if it is made by the Emperor instead of the
Prime Minister.
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How can we recognize such an apology as a sincere one, in the absence of
a recognition of responsibility?  Japan is trying to escape from its legal
responsibility while saying it is making an apology.  This is just a
double-faced hypocritical pose; the real intention of Japan is to negate the
past crime itself.

2.  Our view on the issue of compensation

The Government of Japan is seizing every opportunity to emphasize that it
is providing all possible assistance to the fund­raising activities conducted
by the “Asian Women's Fund” among the people, with a view to 
settling the compensation issue with the former “comfort women for the army”. 
The Government of Japan explains that this is to express the atonement of the
Japanese people for the “comfort women for the army”.

As mentioned above, the system of “comfort women for the army”,
administered and operated by the old Japanese army against 200,000 Asian
women, is a grave crime of human rights violations whose brutality and
bestiality have no precedent in history, as it was planned and organized by
the State itself.

Therefore, the Government of Japan should duly recognize its legal
responsibility in this matter and provide compensation on a State basis.

Notwithstanding, the Government of Japan has no scruples in shirking its
responsibility for compensation.  The “civilian fund”, called the “Asian
Women's Fund” is one means by which it is doing so.

The “Asian Women's Fund” is an organization of a civilian nature which
collects “donations” from individual Japanese people and distributes them in
part to the survivors among the former “comfort women for the army”.

The “civilian fund” formula can never solve the issue of the legal
responsibility of the Government of Japan, which constitutes a core element
in settling the “comfort women for the army” case.

The basic problem of compensation for the “comfort women for the army” is
not whether the victims receive money or not, but whether or not the
Government of Japan, as the perpetrator, makes compensation based on the
recognition of State legal responsibility.

If the “civilian fund” formula is applied, it means that the Government
is dealing with the “civilian fund”, to which it even contributes money. 
Accordingly, it is construed that the Government has nothing to do in legal
terms with the former “comfort women for the army” or further, with the
victimized States.  And since the “civilian fund” performs the function of
delivering to the former “comfort women for the army” money collected from
ordinary citizens, it is merely a “mediator” and the money is nothing but a
“charity fund” coming from the pockets of ordinary people.  In other words,
the “civilian fund” formula does not deal with the compensation on the basis
of legal responsibility but administers the matter on a moral basis in the
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form of a “charity fund” or “consolatory fund”.  Herein lies the cunning
trick of Japan, which is trying to shuffle off its State responsibility onto
a civilian organization and turn the matter of legal responsibility into one
of charity.

Compensation for the “comfort women for the army” should be settled as a
part of the overall legal procedure of thoroughly investigating and examining
the facts and punishing the criminals, on the basis of the recognition by the
Government of Japan of its responsibility for violating international law.

Ms. Radhika Coomaraswamy, Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human
Rights on violence against women, pointed out in her report contained in
document E/CN.4/1996/53/Add.1 that the Government of Japan should recognize
its responsibility under international law and make State compensation. 

In the light of the demand from the international community, the
“civilian fund” formula raised by the Government of Japan is nothing but a
trick to show off its “philanthropism” with a small and trifling fund.  And
the “civilian fund” formula was adopted in an attempt to calm down other
demands for war­time compensation.  It is a mere artifice to hoodwink the
“law and justice” of the international community at all costs.

3.  Our viewpoint on the enlightenment of education
    and social consciousness

It is mentioned that the Government of Japan attaches great importance to
heightening the social consciousness of the Japanese people on the problem of
“comfort women for the army”, as well as to school education.

However, we wish to consider how this problem is being discussed and
recognized in reality.

A high­ranking official of the Government openly described the victims of
the “comfort women for the army” system as “prostitutes” and some local
autonomous bodies have adopted a resolution which requires that the problem
of “comfort women for the army” not be mentioned in school textbooks.

Cabinet ministers and high­ranking politicians have let fall offensive
remarks justifying and praising the past crimes of Japan and the
Prime Minister took the lead in visiting the “Yashuguni Shrine”.  Such
attempts at instigating militarism have been conducted in broad day.

On the other hand, Sankei Shimbun and other Japanese publications have
carried a series of articles negating the true facts about the forced
drafting of “comfort women for the army” and the strategic propaganda has
been strengthened through the mass media which are employed in distorting the
historical facts.

The reality of the situation illustrates the sheer falsehood of the
Government's allegation that it has devoted its efforts to making the people
understand history on an unbiased basis.
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Mrs. Mutsuko Miki, wife of the former Prime Minister, and other figures
who once sponsored the “civilian fund” advertised extensively by Japan felt
really disappointed and disillusioned about acts of the Government of Japan
which have been proved to be impudent and illogical, otherwise they would not
have left the “fund” and rejected it.

Such acts of the Government of Japan committed in defiance of the demands
and opinions of the international community, are yet further examples of it
insulting the sense of justice and the consciousness of international
society, let alone the victims.

4.  Our viewpoint on the problem of settling the past
    between the Democratic People's Republic of Korea
    and Japan

As a matter of fact, the grave crimes against humanity committed by Japan
in the past are not confined to the crime of “comfort women for the army”. 
This problem is just the tip of an iceberg.

In the past, Japan tortured and massacred people in groups in every part
of Asia and forced them into slave labour.  They also committed numerous
crimes violating human rights, as well as war crimes, and even conducted the
living­body test in Unit 731 for bacteriological warfare.

No words can adequately express all sufferings, including misfortunes,
pains and calamities imposed upon the Korean people during the period of more
than 40 years under Japanese occupation.

Not satisfied with the mobilization of about 200,000 Korean women into
military sexual slavery, the Japanese imperialists forced 6 million young and
middle­aged Korean people into slavery in the workplace and on the
battlefield, and massacred as many as 1 million innocent Korean people.

In addition, the Japanese imperialists imposed the “Japanization of
Korean names” upon the Korean people and conducted an evil campaign to force
the Korean people not to use their own language.

This is not all.  From the beginning of its occupation of Korea, Japan
ruthlessly destroyed and plundered the cultural relics handed down through
generations by our nation and robbed material of its wealth soaked in the
sweat and blood of our people, as well as numerous underground resources. 
They took away everything, including brass spoons and wares.  There have been
robbers specialized in destruction and plunder in the world, but no such
plunder as that of Japan, which took everything, including spoons from
another country.

As mentioned above, Japan intentionally tried to eliminate the country of
Korea, exterminating the Korean nation by using the most brutal colonial
ruling methods, unprecedented in history.
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The crimes committed by Japan in Korea are too many to be enumerated in
the provisions of present international laws and customary laws.

Whenever it announces that it is taking a stand concerning the settling
of its past, the Government of Japan fails to mention even a single word
about the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, which suffered the severest
damage.  This is because Japan is reluctant to clarify its crimes in Korea,
which far surpass all the crimes committed in the whole Asian region.

Furthermore, Japan is not willing to clarify that it has not settled the
past with the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, which suffered the
severest damage, for fear that it will mean admitting that Japan's boisterous
mouthing about a “sincere apology for the past” and a “contribution to the
international community” is merely empty talk.

The Government of Japan should not do a sloppy job in connection with its
past crimes by using so­called “means”, but must be bold and frank in
recognizing its past crimes, and compensate those it has to compensate even
now, although it is belated.

By doing so, the Government of Japan could expect trust from the
international society.

5.  Conclusion and our request

The Government of Japan should admit its legal responsibility for the
military sexual slavery crimes committed by the Japanese imperialists during
the Second World War.  For against this historical background violation and
discrimination against women and children are re­emerging even today in areas
of armed conflicts, because criminal acts against morality, including crimes
committed by Japan, have not been fairly resolved and the criminals not yet
punished.

It is clear that Japan can in no way avoid its legal responsibility for
heinous crimes against human rights committed against the Korean people and
all mankind, and that Japan can never regain international trust as long as
it does not make active efforts to cleanse its criminal dishonour.

We avail ourselves of this opportunity to appeal to the conscience and
justice of the international community not to assess Japan's proposal for the
“civilian fund” as a positive move, but lend an ear to the voices of the
victims and the Governments of the victimized countries, and organizations
concerned.

We appeal to the United Nations to pay attention to the past crimes
committed by Japan and urge it to fulfil its legal responsibility.

We call upon once again the Government of Japan to apologize honestly
before the Korean people and mankind for its crimes and make due
compensation.
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