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The Service Cni? International, a xmwgcvermnen‘cm or{'am zatlon, bav“ ng
consultative status in cabtegery "}3“ . submitted to the oecrmta “v-Genelal a
uta,tezm,m: dofaod 20 December 1549 conuern*ng “the questv on of consclentl ous
cvbdect ton to armed oe“vJ.ce. The Sec*‘et‘wy-uonerm circu}aued the steicv'en* :ui
accordence wrbh paragraphe 28 and 29 of the resolution of the E.concmm arcl Socwa_L
Councit f388 P (1’27 in docmnent E/(N L /N( o/, ' C -

thvquon‘u“ ¥y the orgeni zation submitted a more comprehenﬂlw doctbent ngmg
details of ’che ’cglslative and ddmml.stratlve pl"O’VlS...(’nS rovaldmb the ai uuatﬂ' on
of co*l%c*er*twous obdectors in charty-i‘ou: csun’oxles. On 31 \1arca 19‘)C ct L’rs
ikond meeting, the Cammission on Humen Rights decided in evccrdance W:ltn '
parographe 2) and 29 ol the Councii's resoluti on 288 B () that the moro
(-omm‘onenmvo statemenc received from the .Serv»ce ClV'Ll InuernatlvnaJ shouJo. bc
circulated in full, Consequently, tho uec*"eta y-(’;eneral circulated the .Lu,Ll
statemert in docwment E/CN,L/ING0 /1,./Ac1;1.1.

The Secretery-General hag new received the Tol loving conimmication from the
Deputy Te "ma"lent Repre bemamve of the Union of Sout"l Africa to the United Ea” ong

~which he hes the honour herevith to circulases

"The Deputy Permanent ’%e*ore@en*ahve of the Union of South Africe 4o
t.ae United Nations presents his compliments to the Secretery-Genexal of the
United Netions and hes the honour 4o point out that the statement regerding
liebility for wilitary service in the Unicn of Scuth Afrlca, which apncars
on page 26 of docwment IJ/CN, 4/Ng0/1/Add.l is substantially correct.
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Hovever, thore are several inaccurecies in the statement there presented and
it i¢ therefore deemed advisable toisuhmit the following more coryvect version
of the position in the Union, incorporating recent amendments in the Defence
Act and including the provislons deéling with congcientious objection to
military sexrvice,

"The South African Defenss Act (No. 13 of 1912, as amendod) provides that
every melie citizen of Euroupean descent is liable, between his seventeenth and
his sixty-fifth year; both inclﬁﬂcd, to rénder in time of war personal service
in defence of the country in any part of South Afries within or without the
Union., Section 82(2) of the ash provides that 'a citizen vwho bona ride
'belongs and adheres to a recognizad religicus denomination, by the tenets
whereof its members may not participete in war, may be grented exemptlion from
serving in any combatant capacity in time of war, but mey te required to

serve in a ncn-combatent capacity if eslled mpen to do sof. |

"Further, every citizen of esowmd paysigue betwoen his seventeenth and his

twenty-fifth year, both included, 1s liable tec undergo e course of

peace-time training for a period of four years, The Act mekes provision

for the calling up of citizens betweeh thelr eighteenth and twenty-first years'
for peace training, This ils done by means of a ballot and the Act makes
provisions for the exemption of & citizen from this ballot on the grounds of
his ‘bona fide religious>tsnats' (section 58(5)(&))._ A1l employers are bound
by law to afford their employeesvfaéilities Tor this training without in any
way prejudicing their employment, ‘ »

- "ot more than 50 per ceunt of those liable for peace-time training msy be
required actually to undergo such training, others being requized in thelr
twenty-first yeaf to enroll as memvers of rifle commandos for a perind of four
consecutive years, Every other citizen liahle tc render pérsonal gervice in
time of war is also allowed‘tc engege as @ member of & rifle commendo if he
wishes to do so. | | | o

"All militery operations by South African Forces outside the 1limits of the

" Union have so far been performed on & volunbtary basis,”
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