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NOTE VERBALE DATED 4 FEBRUARY 2004 FROM THE 
PERMANENT MISSION OF THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA ADDRESSED TO THE OFFICE OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS HIHG COMMISSIONER FOR  
                                       HUMAN RIGHTS 

 
United Nations Office at Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights and has the honour to state as follows the position of the Government of the 

resolution 
information which the Government of the DPRK would wish to see reflected in the forthcoming 
report of the Office to the Commission. 

 The Government of the DPRK sets as its priority policy the realization of the independent 
rights of its citizens and makes every effort to carry out the policy.  Our people, who are subject to 
the suffering of national division by foreign forces and never-ending threats and pressure from the 
outside, desire the enjoyment of independent rights more than any other peoples and wish to live 
peacefully, free from any outside interference. 

 The Government seeks to achieve international cooperation and collaboration designed to 
ensure the sovereign rights of all peoples and opposes pursuit of any political purposes under the 

 

 It is from this position that the Government of the DPRK has become party to several 
international legal instruments on human rights and implemented them in good faith.  It has 
opposed the challenges of politicization of human rights, double standards, etc. and continued to 
pursue substantial discussions and cooperation for achieving genuine human rights in the 
Commission on Human Rights and all other human rights meetings. 

 Practical efforts have been exerted for bilateral cooperation in the field of human rights.  
The Government, starting from the EU-DPRK preliminary contact in Brussels in June 2001 for 
bilateral human rights dialogue, has held several human rights dialogues with the EU and also 
arranged regular contacts with the Ambassadors of the EU member States, namely Germany, 
Sweden and the United Kingdom, in Pyongyang on the issues of human rights. 

 The issues of human rights have been placed as major agenda items of the annual 
EU-DPRK political dialogue, the seminar on the prospects for EU-DPRK relations and other 
bilateral forms, and human rights experts from the DPRK attended human rights training courses in 
London and Stockholm. 
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 The Government of the DPRK responded with great indulgence to the human rights 
questionnaire put forward by the EU in October 2001, though the nature of the questionnaire was 
an open push for interference in its internal affairs, and also allowed them access to reform-
through-labour centres and contact with former inmates in 2002. 

 The cooperation that the Government of the DPRK has shown during the two years after 
the establishment of EU-DPRK relations h
advocacy for respect of human rights and to further develop relations through mutual 
understanding and collaboration. 

 However, the EU unilaterally scrapped the dialogue and cooperation with the DPRK in the 
human rights field and forced the adoption of the abruptly tabled resolution without any prior 
consultation with the party directly concerned. 

 The EU cannot be construed otherwise than as imposing another pressure upon the 
Government and people of the DPRK, as it - not by chance - dovetailed with the attempt in early 
2003 by the United States to stifle the DPRK. 

 Resolution 2003/10, adopted under pressure by the EU, has nothing in essence to do with 
human rights and represents the product of political collusion with the anti-DPRK policy of the 
United States, having only resulted in the burgeoning of mistrust towards the EU. 

 The Government of the DPRK categorically objects to resolution 2003/10, which lost 
fairness and objectivity in view of its tabling process and contents and contained uncivilized 
wording designed to artificially impair the image of the DPRK. 

 The resolution pursues the clear-cut purpose of depriving the people of the DPRK of their 
sovereignty and genuine rights.  The Government of the DPRK cannot implement the resolution 
opposed by its people. 

 The DPRK, as a State Member of the United Nations, stands for peace, security, 
independent development and friendly relations with all countries and peoples based on sovereign 
equality, in accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter. 

 We will not subscribe to any form of move to infringe upon the interest and rights of other 
countries and nations. 

 
United Nations Office at Geneva would highly appreciate if the Office of the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights would reflect the above information in its report to the Commission, and avails 
itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office the assurances of its highest consideration. 
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