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1. Nowadays dealing with wonen's issues is not just paying attention to the
probl ems of a special section of society, but it is rather a considerable

i ssue which influences all the human societies. No doubt that one of the main
problems is the increasingly extensive violence against women with its various
forms and di mensions. This violence is a basic obstacle in the way of the
pronoti on of wonen's rights and their presence in social life as well as in
the others' life. The violence against wonen endangers their healthy socia
and donestic life and prevents each society to profit fromhalf of the
potentiality of human comrunity.

2. Despite the enphasis of the international conferences, especially the
Wor |l d Conference on Human Rights, held in Vienna in 1993, on the fact that
wonen's rights are human rights and despite the repeated considerations of the
Fourth Worl d Conference on Wonen and the Beijing Declaration and its Platform
for Action, we are witnessing the ugly phenonenon of violence agai nst wonen in
the world over, and there is not enough hope for the realization of wonen's
rights.

3. Nowadays, despite the general preparation by the international community
and the States, unfortunately, we are witnessing that there has been an

i ncrease in the nunber of cases of violence against wonmen in different socia
and donestic fornms. W are in fact concerned by the critical situation of
wonen's rights in Afghani stan, occupied Pal estine, South Lebanon and the
genoci de of innocent wonmen and children in Algeria. There are also many ot her
abuses of wonen's rights which are not seen by the States. The viol ence

agai nst wonen is a |long-practised phenomenon in human societies which is not
expected in today's progressed comunity. It is a social “illness” caused by
the economi c and cultural poverty. This problem should be given a high
priority by the Commi ssion on Human Rights, at a tinme when humanity is
progressing to elimnate all the social, political and devel opnenta
inequalities. Violent abuses agai nst wonen are a violation of justice

and are mainly practised in the nost sacred social body, i.e., “famly”

4. It is certain that the wonmen's issues cannot be resolved wthout a
general revision of the basic values, nmoral principles and controlling
mechanisns in “famly” institution, famly responsibility, publicity and
medi a, and gl obal and regional comm tnents.

5. It seens necessary to point out the relation between ignorance and

vi ol ence. According to the studies conducted in this field, whenever the

I evel of literacy decreases in the famly, violence, especially domestic

vi ol ence, increases against women. |In Iran, domestic violence against wonen
is also prevalent. It is in this context that the education is a necessary
step in the fanmilies. For the realization of such education, the economc
social and cultural rights should be considered as inportant rights,
especially the right to devel opnment beconing a reality which the States
should try to achieve.

6. In the end, it is worth mentioning that the follow ng effective neasures
are inportant in eradicating or decreasing the viol ence agai nst wonen:

(a) I ncrease of general awareness and consciousness and pronpotion of
noral principles;
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(b) Enmpowering the wonen and giving themsufficient privileges for
removing the inequalities;

(c) Strengt hening the bodies of the civil society, especially wonen's
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons;

(d) Gving nore attention to gender in the enjoynment of social and
occupati onal opportunities;

(e) Creation of supportive mechani snms and adoption of necessary | aws;

(f) Increasing attention to the “fanmily”, and pronoti on of changes in
the attitude to gender differences between boys and girls;

(9) Adoption of the necessary law for treatnment and puni shnent of
vi ol ence perpetrators;

(h) Eli m nati on of the ugly phenonenon of violence in its various
di mensi ons, especially sex abuse in nedia;

(i) d obal di al ogue and fundanmental neasures for the safety of people,
especially the women and the children, in the world conflicts.



