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CUESTI ON DE LA VI OLACI ON DE LGS DERECHOS HUVANGS Y LAS LI BERTADES
FUNDAMENTALES EN CUALQUI ER PARTE DEL MUNDO, ESPECI ALMENTE EN LOS
PAI SES Y TERRI TOR OG5 COLONI ALES Y DEPENDI ENTES

Carta de fecha 18 de nmarzo de 1997 dirigida al Presidente de
la Comsién de Derechos Humanos por el Encargado de Negoci os
interino de la Msién Permanente de | a Republica Federativa de

Yugoslavia ante la (ficina de |as Naci ones Unidas en G nebra

La Msién Pernmanente de | a Republica Federativa de Yugoslavia ante la
Oicina de | as Naci ones Unidas en G nebra solicita que el docunento que se
adj unta se distribuya cono docunento oficial en el 53° periodo de sesiones de
la Comisién, en relacién con el tema 10 del prograna.

(Firmado): Mroslav MLO SEM ¢
Encargado de Negoci os interino

* El anexo se reproduce conb se presentd, en el idioma origina
ani canent e.
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Anexo

STATUS CF NATI ONAL M NORITI ES IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLI C COF YUGOSLAVI A
AND STATUS OF ETHNI C YUGCSLAVS | N SOME NEI GBOUR NG COUNTRI ES

. | NTRCDUCTORY RENVARKS

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is a multi-ethnical state, with
nmenbers of national mnorities and varied ethnic groups naking up al nost one
third of its population. Under the Constitution, the Federal State and its
constituent republics - the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Mntenegro
- are defined as states based on equality of all the citizens, rather than
the State of the leading nation. In conformty with such determ nation, al
the citizens, Serbians or Montenegrins, or any national mnority and ethnic
group, enjoy an entirely identical volume of human rights and freedons as
guar ant eed under | aw.

However, the nmenbers of the mnorities - individuals as well as
col l ective bodi es, are guaranteed special rights, such as: the use of their
not her -t ongue and al phabet, the right to education and media in their
not her-tongue, the right to set up educational and cultural organizations or
associ ations, the right to establish and naintain uninpeded relations with
the nenbers of their nationality within the country and beyond its borders,
etc. Under the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, the right
of national mnorities to preserve, develop and express their ethnic,
linguistic and other characteristic features is recogni zed and guar ant eed,
along with the right to display their respective national synbols, in
conformty with international |aw

It is stipulated under the Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avi a that the | anguage and al phabet of national mnorities shall be in
official use in the parts of the country where they live as a majority.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia considers that respect for the rights
of national mnorities in the Bal kan countries is crucial for
confi dence-building and for the process of establishing good-nei ghbourly
rel ati ons, peace and stability in the region. This position, reiterated by
the highest representatives of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia on nany
occasi ons, has particular weight in the Bal kans, plagued with the | egacy of
its burdensone past.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is guided by identical principles in
its approach to the rights of segnments of its nation living in the territory
of nei ghbouring countries and to the rights of segnments of nei ghbouring
nations living in the Yugoslav territory. Proceeding fromthis approach, the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia expresses legitimte concern for its nationa
mnority in neighbouring countries and recogni zes the sane right to
nei ghbouring countries whose national mnorities |live in Yugoslavia.
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1. | NTERNATI ONAL PROTECTI ON OF M NCRI TI ES

Yugosl avia has ratified a |l arge nunber of international treaties,
i ncluding those in the areas of human rights. By the act of ratification,
adoption or approval, all these international instrunments have becone an
integral part of the national judicial system

For the purposes of this report, one should in particular bear in mnd
certain internati onal organizati ons docunents addressing the protecti on and
pronotion of national mnority rights, such as: the International Covenant on
Gvil and Political Rights (art. 27); the Convention on the Prevention and
Puni shnment of the Orine of CGenocide (arts. 1-4); the International Convention
on the Elimnation of AIl Fornms of Racial D scrimnation (arts. 1-7); the
Internati onal Convention on the Suppression and Puni shnent of the Oine of
Apartheid (arts. 1-4); the United Nations Declaration on the Elimnation of
Al Fornms of Racial Discrimnation (arts. 1, 2 and 5); the European
Convention for the Protection of Human R ghts and Basic Freedons (art. 14);
the Final Acts of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe
(Hel sinki 1975, Madrid 1983, Vienna 1989).

The Government puts particul ar enphasis on the 1992 Decl aration on the
Rights of National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities and the
part of the Document adopted at the second neeting of the Conference on the
Hunman D nension of the CSCE held in Copenhagen in 1990 relating to the rights
of national mnorities. Both docunents advi se and recomrend States to adopt
rel evant |egislative and other nmeasures in order to protect ethnic (national,
cultural, religious, linguistic) mnorities, as well as to pronote the rights
and the identity of these mnorities (Declaration, arts. 1 and 4, and the
CSCE Docunent, 1V, arts. 30 and 35).

Finally, it is to be pointed out to the 1995 Convention of the Council of
Eur ope concerning the protection of national mnorities, which has not cone
into force yet, pending the ratification by the required nunber of the
Counci| nenber States. This convention, along with the two international
docunents mentioned in the previous paragraph, constitutes what is considered
to be an international and/or European standard in the sphere of protection
and pronotion of national mnority rights.

11, STATUS OF THE ALBANIAN M NORI TY | N THE FEDERAL REPUBLI C OF YUGOSLAVI A

According to the 1991 census, there were 1,727,541 ethnic Al banians in
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (16.6%of its population). They are
boycotting the official educational system (from pre-school to university
education) in the A banian | anguage. Prior to this boycott, there were
904 Al bani an school s with 315, 000 pupils and 69 secondary schools wth
73,000 students. The University in Pristina was attended by 37,000 students,
80 per cent of whomwere ethnic A banians studying in the A banian | anguage.
N nety-ei ght per cent of education-related costs were covered by the Republic
of Serbia. By the nunber of students, the Autononous Provi nce of Kosovo and
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Met ohija ranked fourth in the world (after the United States, Canada and
the Netherlands). Concurrently, however, the Tirana University in A bania was
attended by sonme 19,000 students only.

In the Autononous Province of Kosovo and Metohija ethnic Al banian
children are taught in their native |anguage in State-owned buil dings and the
Republic of Serbia provides everything needed for the normal operation of
school s, thus observing the principles enshrined in the rel evant
i nternati onal docunents. There are currently 1,400 el enentary schools in
operation, 60 secondary schools and education centres and a University with
14 faculties. Ethnic A banian teachers use State-owned cl assroons and
teaching aids, teach in Al banian, while refusing to be renunerated by the
M nistry of Education of the Republic of Serbia, not wanting to recogni ze the
country in which they live - the State of Serbia. At the University of
Pristina, there are both ethnic A banian professors and students.

It is solely for political reasons that the Al banians are refusing to
accept a uniform educational systemwhich applies to the territory of the
Republic of Serbia, the curricula adopted by the conpetent governnent
authorities, as well as a uniformcertificate and di pl oma system D fferences
between the curricula are not considerable, nostly covering four subjects,
which are a natter of dispute: the |anguage, history, geography and nusica
education. Al attenpts to reach agreement, even with the aid of
i nternational mediators in Ceneva, have failed due to the obstruction of the
representatives of the A banian mnority. The A bani an separati sts have
refused to submt their curricula to the Mnistry of Education of the
Republic of Serbia for verification. Nevertheless, the Republic of Serbia has
been all ocating substantial funds for the maintenance of instruction of
et hni ¢ Al bani ans.

The Republic of Serbia and FR Yugosl avia have so far denonstrated good
will to nmake concessions in order to spare the ethnic Al banian children
suffer as consequence of this irrational policy. The authorities have shown
their willingness to recogni ze the academ c years conpleted in the illega
school system provided that diplomas be issued by the conpetent bodies of
the Republic of Serbia. The A bani an separatists have not accepted this
offer, repeatedly insisting that certificates and di pl omas be issued by the
illegal bodies of the non-existent and unrecogni zed "Republic of Kosovo".

According to the statistics for the 1995/ 96 academ c year, 3,118 ethnic
Al bani an pupils enroled in 11 el enentary schools in the Republic of
Mont enegro and were taught in Al banian.

The Law on Secondary Schools in the Republic of Montenegro stipul ates
that ethnic A banians can be taught in Al banian, conditions permtting, and
that schools or classes with bilingual instruction can be established. In
secondary schools with instruction in the Al banian | anguage, as well as in
el ementary schools, registers are kept and certificates and dipl omas i ssued
in the A banian | anguage as wel |.
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According to the statistics for the 1995/ 96 school year, three secondary
school s are operating in the territory of the Republic of Mntenegro - at
Plav, Tuzi and Ucinj - with instruction in the A banian | anguage conduct ed
by 83 ethnic Al banian teachers and attended by 900 ethni c A bani an students.

I n the Autononous Province of Kosovo and Metohija, Radio Tel evision
Pristina broadcasts tel evision and radi o programes in Al banian, along with
six additional |local radio stations (for instance Radio Metohija (Pec) and
Radi o Kosovska M trovi ca, which broadcast programmes in Al banian, Turkish and
Ronany) .

Twenty-five papers are published in the Al banian | anguage, with a total
annual circulation of 21 mllion; 40 reviews and magazi nes have a total
annual circul ati on of 300, 000 copi es.

Radi o Pristina broadcasts daily in A banian, beginning at 15.30 hrs,
basically informati ve programmes. Apart fromthe news bulletin which is
broadcast by the hour, the follow ng news programes are produced every day
even before 15.00 hrs: the 12 o' clock News (10 minutes); the Events of the
Day at 15.00 hrs (30 minutes); and the Evening News at 18.30 hrs
(30 mnutes); the Daily Chronicle at 22.00 hrs (15 mnutes). Radio Pristina
also transmts Radio Yugoslavia s daily news broadcasts in A banian, from?21l
to 21.15 hrs.

Tel evision Pristina broadcasts in Al banian daily (duration 10 m nutes)
and evening news (25 mnutes) and produces an average of 47 minutes of
programres every day, i.e. 329 mnutes a week or 17,019 ninutes a year.

In conformty with the provisions of the Law on Public Information of the
Republ i c of Montenegro, several papers are published in the A banian | anguage
(nronthly rmagazine "Fati", in Ucinj and the weekly "Polis", in Podgorica).

Tel evi sion of Montenegro broadcasts daily 15 mnutes of news in Al banian; on
Sat urdays, a 60-minute infornative-cultural programre. Montenegrin radio
stations broadcast 30 mnutes daily news in Al banian. The interests of
mnority populations in the sphere of arts and culture are net in cooperation
with respective nother nation, comunities and societies which, together with
rel evant provincial cultural institutions, prepare progranmres and carry out
activities to pronote national identity, |language, literature, the arts and
fol kl ore.

At the cultural institutions in the Autononmous Province of Kosovo and
Met ohi ja et hni c Al bani ans have not abandoned their jobs en masse and/or in an
organi zed manner. On the contrary, Al banians are enployed in al nost all
cultural institutions and they are a majority in many of them Thus, cultural
centres or culture clubs in Kosovo and Metohija nostly enploy ethnic
Al bani ans, out nunbering Serb enpl oyees. Three out of the eight enpl oyees at
the Provincial Qultural Centre in Pristina are Serbs, and all enpl oyees at
the Minicipal Qultural Centre in dogovac are ethnic A banians; the sane
applies to the State archives and nuseuns. For instance, out of the
34 enpl oyees at the Kosovo and Metohija Muiseum 20 are ethnic Al banians, i.e.
some 60 per cent.
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Persons belonging to national mnorities have the right to
sel f-organi zati on, political organization and political representation
In practice, all national mnorities with the exception of ethnic A banians
use this right in accordance with the Constitution and | aw.

I ndeed, ethnic Albanians living in the territory of the Republic of
Serbi a (outside Kosovo and Metohija), as well as the Al banians in Mntenegro,
took part in the Republic and | ocal elections, thus having two deputies at
the Assenbly of the Republic of Serbia, and representatives at rmunicipal
authorities as well.

V. PGSl TION OF THE HUNGARI AN M NORI TY | N THE FEDERAL REPUBLI C OF YUGOSLAVI A

In the territory of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia reside 340, 946
et hni ¢ Hungari ans (16, 95% of the total popul ati on of the Autononous Province
of Vojvodina, i.e. 3.3%of the total of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia).
The Hungarians constitute the ngjority in nine municipalities of the Federa
Republ i c of Yugoslavia. In conformty with the Statute, in 30 nunicipalities,
the Serbi an | anguage and cyrillic al phabet is simultaneously in use with the
Hungari an | anguage and al phabet in 30 nunicipalities.

Educati on. El ementary schools: the teaching in the Hungarian | anguage is
conducted in 29 communes (with 83 el ementary school s), attended by 22, 062
pupils (in 1,042 cl asses).

Regul ar hi gh school education is attended by 9,466 ethnic Hungarian
pupils. Qut of this total, 67.21%pupils are taught in Hungarian. Teaching is
conducted in 12 comunes (in 28 high schools).

Qut of the total of 1,296 ethnic Hungarian university students, 366
(28.24% are taught in Hungarian

The Media. Sonme 75 dailies, periodicals, reviews, nmagazines and bull etins
are published in Hungari an. The Novi Sad Tel evision has daily broadcasts in
Hungari an, whereas radi o programme i s broadcast 24 hours a day.

Rel i gion. There are 200 catholic churches in the territory of the
Aut ononous Provi nce of Vojvodina, with 20 reform st churches, congregating
bel i evers - nmenbers of the Hungarian national mnority.

Political organization. Political organizations of ethnic Hungarians are:

- The Denocratic Union of Vojvodi na Hungari ans

- The League of Vojvodi na Hungari ans

- The Gtizens' Mvenent of the Vojvodi na Hungari ans

- The Christian-Denocrat Myvenent of Vojvodi na Hungari ans
- The Denocratic Party of the Vojvodi na Hungari ans
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As a result of the |atest elections held in 1994, the Hungari ans have 13
representatives fromthe League of Vojvodi na Hungarians at the Assenbly of
t he Aut ononmous Province of Vojvodina, represented at the Assenbly of the
Republic of Serbia, and at the Federal Assenbly as well.

V. PGSl TION OF THE BULGARIAN M NCRI TY I N THE FEDERAL REPUBLI C OF YUGOSLAVI A

Sone 25,214 ethnic Bulgarians reside in the territory of the Federa
Republ i ¢ of Yugosl avia, thus nmaking 0.3%of the total popul ation, and living
nostly in the communes of Bosilegrad (72.9%of the total popul ation of the
commune), Dimtrovgrad (52.5% and Surdulica (6,2%.

As stipulated by the communes statutes, both the Serbian and Bul gari an
| anguages and al phabets are in official use in these communes.

Topogr aphi ¢ signs, names of streets, etc., are witten in both |anguages,
used on a footing of equality by municipal bodies.

Education is al so conducted in both | anguages, subject to the w shes and
affiliations of the parents. Ethnic Bulgarian pupils (1,056) attend
el ementary school in Dmtrovgrad, where alnost all the enpl oyees (93% are
et hni ¢ Bul gari ans, including the school principal. The secondary school is
attended by 260 pupils, its principal and 90% enpl oyees bei ng ethnic
Bul gari ans.

The Media. One weekly, one children's review (not issued in the period of
the UN Security Council sanctions), and a literary periodical are being
publ i shed. There are daily Radi o broadcasts in Bulgarian, along wth weekly
TV news. Some | ocal radio-stations broadcast in Bulgarian as well.

Qultural activities : two culture-artistic ensenbles are active within
the "Histo Botev" anmateur theatre, as well as libraries with a total of
45, 000 books in Bul gari an.

Political activities are pursued through the Denocratic Alliance of
Bul gari ans, which has not won any seat at |ocal elections.

Religious rites are served in both | anguages, subject to the agreenent
between the two Synods.

Fi ve eccl esiastical and historical facilities were refurbished or built
in 1996; as for 1997, there is a plan to restore the Menorial Gssuary from
the 1895 Serbi an-Bul garian War, with both Bul garian and Serbi an sol di ers
being buried in them

VI. PGSl TI ON CF YUGCSLAV NATI ONAL M NCRITIES I N THE REPUBLI C CF ALBAN A

The Yugosl av national mnorities in A bania are consisting of forty-five
t housand Serbs, Montenegrins and Coranci
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They are denied the right to use their nother-tongue in education
culture, nedia, publishing activities and in proceedi ngs before State
authorities. There is no el enentary or secondary school in Albania with
Serbi an as the | anguage of tuition thus stripping the Yugoslav mnorities'
children the right to be taught the history, culture, custons and traditions
of their nother nation.

There are no publications, newspapers or television programres in Serbian
in Albania, nor is there a library with books and publications. Serbian is
not in official use in any of the municipalities in which ethnic Yugoslavs
live.

Ever since 1945, the Yugoslav national nminorities have been exposed to
continued assimlation, denationalization and resettlenent, deprived of the
right to freely express their national, ethnic and cultural identity.

Al t hough no discrimnatory |aw fromthe tine of Enver Hoxha is in force
the practice of systematic pressure on mnority menbers and the denial of
their legal rights are being reintroduced. The process of restoring Serbian
fam |y names which had forcibly been replaced by A bani an ones, has been
hal ted; travel docunents and |IDs are obtained with great difficulties (their
i ssuance is conditioned by retention of A banian names), while prom nent
nmenbers of Yugoslav national mnorities, particularly the Serbs and
Mont enegrins in the Shkoder region, are exposed to ever nore frequent police
harassnment (summoned for informative talks, tailed or have their cars
sear ched) .

Serbi an churches and ceneteries are bei ng destroyed, the sites being used
for other purposes. In 1964, the Church of St. Al eksandar Nevski in Shkoder
was denolished and turned into an officers' clubhouse, while nost of the
church books and other religious itenms were noved to the nearby Catholic
Franci scan church, and their destiny has remai ned unknown until the present
day. The Church of St. Archangel Mhailo in Shkoder was denolished in 1967
and a children's hospital was built instead. In 1968, the Church of the Holy
Trinity in Vraka was transforned into a community centre serving that purpose
until 1991. The roofing, wood carvings and other parts of the church have
been taken away, with ruined stone walls remaining

This deliberate vandalismis designed to deprive the Yugosl av nationa
mnorities of the last vestiges of their spirituality and cul ture.

The sane purpose is behind the destruction of other cultural and
hi storical nonuments and graveyards. The tonbs of the ol d Serbian kings of
Zeta were destroyed, thus eradicating the traces of the existence of the
Serbi an nedieval State in these | ands. The sane destiny wasshared by the old
Serbian mlitary cenetery in Shkoder, with renains of Serbian and Montenegrin
soldiers fromthe Bal kan wars and the First Wrld War, as well as the old
O thodox cenmetery in Shkoder with the Cyrillic inscription "Serbian Othodox
Cenetery - 1900" on its entrance gate.
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Such violations of basic human rights and fundanental freedons of the
Yugosl av national mnorities in Albania are carried out in flagrant disregard
of basic docunments of the United Nations, OSCE and the Council of Europe. The
denocratic changes taking place in the political and social life of A bania
have brought no inprovenent in the status of national mnorities there.

Proceeding fromthese facts, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia feels
duty-bound to call on the international community to do its utnost to ensure
the enjoyment of basic human rights and fundanental freedons for the Yugosl av
national mnorities in A bania.

Therefore, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia expects the conpetent
institutions of the United Nations, OSCE and the Council of Europe to rem nd
the Al bani an Governnent of its obligations, demanding it to ensure and
guarantee the protection of basic human rights and fundanental freedons of
the menbers of Yugoslav national mnorities, as provided for by internationa
i nstrunents.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is willing to cooperate with the
Republic of Albania in the realization of the above, thus contributing to
confi dence-bui |l ding and the devel opnent of cl oser cooperati on between the two
countries. Approaching this problemwith full responsibility and good wll,
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia expects the Republic of Albania to do the
sane.

V. PCGSITION OF YUGOSLAV M NORI TIES | N HUNGARY

Nowaedays, between 3,500 and 5,000 ethnic Serbs live in Hungary, their
nunbers constantly dimnishing as a result of the long-termassinilation
policies pursued by the Hungarian state ( under the 1921 census, there were
21.000 ethnic Serbs).

The Serbi an |l anguage is not in official use, and the Serbian mnority is
entitled to a 30 mnute TV broadcast "Serbian screen", a fortnightly
br oadcast programme (due to the lack of funds), sub-titled in Hungarian

There is one single print media (Serbian National CGazette), a weekly,
with a circulation of 2 000.

No university education in Serbian | anguage is conducted, there is one
hi gh school operating (reconstructed and i naugurated in January 1997), al ong
with two el enentary school s.

The Serbian mnority has no political party of its own, nor is it
represented in Parlianment, since not fulfilling the quota set by |aw
(10 000). No funds have been provided by the Hungarian Governnent for these
activities.

The Serbi an O thodox Church (The Budi m Eparchy) faces obstacles inits
efforts to bring about the restitution of its nationalized property.
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V. PGSl TI ON OF YUGCSLAVY M NCRITIES | N BULGAR A

Bulgaria is a state which does not recogni ze exi stence of any nmnorities.
There is no reference to mnorities inits laws or in its Constitution, even
t hough one third of its population is of non-Bulgarian origin (ethnic Turks
Mosl ens, Macedoni ans, Rumani ans, M asses, G eeks, Serbs, Romanes, Karacases,
Gagenses, Arneni ans, Jews, etc).

A major problemis also the Bulgarian policy of double standards towards
mnorities, in insisting on internationalizing the problemof the Bulgarian
mnority in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, while at the sane time
refusing to conclude any bilateral agreenents based on reciprocity in this
field, and refusing to admt the existence of national mnorities onits own
territory

It isindicative that to this date Bul garia has not denonstrated any
interest, nor has it held any dialogue with its nei ghbours or the countries
where | arge nunbers of ethnic Bulgarians |live - such as Wkrai ne, Ml dova and
Russia. The crux of the Bulgarian mnority policy is, regrettably, its
focusing on the status of its own mnority in Yugoslavia, small in nunbers,
persevering with its greater Bulgarian policies in regard to Serbia and
Yugosl avi a ever since the end of the 19th, and throughout the 20th century.
Al the efforts made so far by the Yugoslav side to bilaterally settle the
i ssue of the Bulgarian mnority in Yugoslavia and the Yugoslav nmnority in
Bul gari a have fail ed.



