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SUMVARY

1. The paper describes the statistical netadata repository (MDR) that is being
devel oped and inplenented at the U S. Bureau of the Census (BOC). The BOC s vision
for metadata managenent is to build and maintain a logically central corporate
met adata repository (MOR). The MDR will be used as a library of information about
surveys, products, datasets, and variables. It will contain pointers to survey data
and the docunents that describe survey designs, processing, analysis, and data sets.
Tool s for updating, querying, managi ng, and registering nmetadata in the MDR will be
available. The MDR will function as the library of information for electronic data
di ssem nation and automated survey processi ng/ design systenms. Access to the MDR wil |
be through the Internet/Intranet.

2. To bring this vision into reality, a nultidinmensional research effort was
[ aunched. The najor parts of this effort include the devel opnment of detail ed nodels
for describing the content and organi zation of the MDR;, defining an agency standard
for statistical netadata content; developnent of tools for the collection,
regi stration, and query of netadata; and the integration of the MDR into other
statistical information systens.

! Prepared by Martin V. Appel, Daniel W G |Imn, and Cheryl R
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