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(Unofficial Translation)

Working Paper Submitted by the Chinese Delegation

China’s Views and Propositions on the International Assistance and
Coordination in the Case of Alleged Use of Biological Weapons

I. The non-traditional security threats such as pandemic infectious diseases and
public health emergencies of great concern pose a serious challenge to global security.
The use of biological weapons or bioterrorist attacks may result in an outbreak of
diseases or public health emergency. Timely and effective response and assistance
maintain close relevance to the provisions of the investigation and assistance of the
Biological Weapons Convention and also a kind of practical need of many States
Parties.

States Parties bear the primary responsibilities in response to and investigation of
alleged use of biological weapons. Therefore States Parties should take appropriate
measures to establish and improve response and investigation mechanisms according to
their own circumstances and enhance their capacity building in disease surveillance,

anti-bioterrorism, public health response and investigation.

II.  According to Article VII of the Biological Weapons Convention, each State
Party undertakes to provide or support assistance, to any State Party which so requests,
if the Security Council decides that such Party has been exposed to danger as a result

of violation of the Convention.

China supports to carry out assistance among States Parties according to above-
mentioned provisions. States Parties may provide assistance upon the request of the

State party in the face of danger as a result of alleged use of biological weapons.

III.  The relevant international organizations such as World Health Organization,
World Organization for Animal Health, and Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations have advantages in the field of disease surveillance, control and
response, and could play an active role in helping States Parties enhancing their

capacity building in such fields.

The above-mentioned international organizations may, within their mandates,
provide funding, equipment and technical assistance in public health and humanitarian

field to States Parties which have practical difficulties.

IV. According to Article VI of the Biological Weapons Convention, any State
Party which finds that any other State Party is acting in breach of obligations deriving

from the provisions of the Convention may lodge a complaint with the Security

2 GE.10-62232



BWC/MSP/2010/MX/WP.9

Council of the United Nations. The Security Council will decide whether to initiate

an investigation or not.

Investigation of alleged use of biological weapons is a complicated and sensitive
issue. Any State Party may lodge a complaint with the Security Council according to
above-mentioned provisions. If the Security Council decides to initiate an
investigation, such investigation should be conducted under the aegis of the Security

Council.
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