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The meetine was called to order at 3.15 p.m.

AGTNDA TITEII 53. OUESTIONS RELATING TO IVFORMATION (continued) (A/34/21, A/3L/148,
A/34/140, A/34/.95 and A/3L/5TL)

(a) CO-OPERATION AWD ASSISTATCE TIJ THE APPLICATION AND TNPROVEMEIT OF NATTOWAL
INFORMATION AITD I7ASS COMMUNTCATTOIT SYSTEMS FOR SOCIAL PROGRESS A™™D DEVELOPMENT:
REPORT OF THT DIRECTOR-GEVERAL OF TFR UNITED NATIONS EDUCATTOUVAL, SCTENTIFIC
AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION (continued)

(b) TUTERNATIONAL RELATIONS IW THE SPHFRE OF IiTFORATION AND MASS COMAUNICATIONS:
TPORT OF THF DIRECTOR-GLNERAL OF THT UNITFD NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC
ANVD CULTURAL ORGANIZATION (continued)

(c) UNITED WATIONS PUBLIC TWFORMATION POLICIES AWD ACTIVITITS (continued)

(i) REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE TO REVIEY UNITED NATIONS PUBLIC INFORMATION
POLICIES AID ACTIVITIES

(ii) REPORT OF TIE SECRETARY-GENERAL
(d) TFREEDO! OF INFORMATTION (continued)
(1) DRAFT DECLARATION OF FRWEDOI OF INFORMATION
(ii) DRAFT COUVENTION ON FREZDOM OF IVFORMATION

1. lr. NUSLIBEH (Jordan) salé that questions relating to information and mass
communications were important and controversial: they affected international
relations and had a crucial impact upon world peace and security. The attitudes

of national societies were literally conditioned by the information provided by the
media, in a world which was increasingly interdependent and needed goodwill and
mutual respect to enhance co-operation and reduce sources of conflict among natiors.

2. The human mind could easily be manipulated. In the past it had been the
family and community structure which had prescribed individual attitudes. Vow it
was television, satellite communication systems, radio, the cinema, newspapers,
magazines and books which overwhelmingly influenced the behaviour of iIndividuals
and societies in most parts of the world. Information was an awesome weapon, and
it was no wonder that it had been referred to as a "fourth authority”, after the
executive, legislative and judicial branches of government, yhich it had perhaps
even surpassed in real power.

3. In a fast-moving world, few people had the time or the inclination to study or
do research themselves, and the information media told them what they should
think was right and what they should think was vrong. Tor example, United Nations
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Headauarters was located In a metropolis in which an enormous volume of news
circulated and yet, for all the proficiercy of local media-makers, it was
disconcerting to see how little information was being disseminated about the
activities of the world body. It was as thourh the United Vations was working
within the confines of a cordor sanitaire. It was no wonder that so many of the
inhabitants of the city believed that the United Yations was anathema.

b, Vithout contesting the right to freedom of speech and communication, the
representatives of the entire world had the right to question the existing
structures and functions of the media which had such a profound impact upon
international relations: +the world problems which were the concern of the United
Wations were deserving of widespread and objective coverage.

5. The developed countries had a virtual monopoly of information, while the
developing countries were no more than consumers of that flood of information which
at times, was blatant misinformation. It was indeed easy for the media and for
those who controlled them to manipulate the news or to ignore whatever was inimical
tc them.

6. Power, in the information field or elsewhere, must be counterbalanced by
restraint and accountability on the part of those who exercised it. It was
imperative for the Committee to start draving up immediately a convention guiding
the ethical behaviour of those working in that extremely powerful field.
Establishments and individuals in countries accedinc~ to such a convention, could,
as in the case of human rights instruments, be held accountable for any abuses of
media power. Obviously such a step should not be construed as in any way
interfering with the freedom of the press.

7. Inasmuch as the field of information was inextricably linked to the risht of
every soclety to preserve its own system and values and to pursue its own
ideological, social and economic orientation, ths establishment of a new
international information order must be approached with circumspection. His
delegation believed, hovever , that Member States should have no difficulty in
accepting the basic premises of the Kuala Lumpur Declaration, contained in the
annex to document A/34/1L9, which Jordan supported. Tt should be stressed that any
stzegestions the Committee misht make would be intended simply to complement the
work that had already been done by UNTISCO in that field.

8. It was undeniable that a serious disequilibrium existed in the dissemination
and evaluation of world events affecting relations among people of different
cultures and different stages of development. The media gave pride of place to
the exciting and the unusual at the expense of ordinary news, and thus drev a
stbjective and often pessimistic picture of the situation. That tendency hardly
contributed to a better understanding of international relatiors and required a
basic reorientation. It was therefore essential to explore ways of eliminating
such imbalances and equalizing access to news sources, to which States,

non- sovernmental organizations, enterprises and private citizens could all make a
centribution.
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9. The information media left a great deal to be desired, gualitatively as well as
guantitatively, in many developing countries, which must reform their own national
information systems before undertaking to restructure the international information
order. Indeed, in some countries of the developing world, disproportionate
attention ras paid in the news to endorsing government policies and to fostering the
cult of the personality: there was also excessive emphasis on the trivial and the
thrilling at the expense of events which, in the long run, had the potential to
transform society. The Kuala Lumpur Declaration also brought out that tasik of
nation-building.

10. There tras a great deal to be pained from criticism and dissenting opinion which
alerted national govermments to their mistakes. Provided it stopped short of
incitement to viclence or sedition, freedom of expression was the best safeguard
against illicit action designed to overthrow or destabilize legitimate governments.
Ho society, moreover, could develop peacefully until freedom of expression was
guaranteed by law.

11. His delegation supported the efforts made by Tunisia towards the creation of a
new international information system. The world could not afford to leave the
information field in its current state of disarray, because information controlled
the most potent driving forces of the human being: +the mind and the passions.

12, His delegation, which fully endorsed the Kuala Lumpur Declaration, urged the
United Mations system as a whole, and more specifically UNESCO, to support and
promote regional and international co-operation in the field of communications and
information as an integral part of the efforts to achieve a new international
economic order. It thus attached great importance to the Arabic language programmes
broadcast and televised by the United Nations,

13. A new international information order could help to improve the quality of
life and strengthen understanding and mutual respect among all nations.

14, Mr. ALBORNOZ (Lcuador)® said that, in considering questions relating to
information, any democratic country which respected human rights owed it to itself
to reaffirm the principle of freedom, without which information became propaganda
and a monopoly. Those countries where the truth had been passed over in silence or
distorted had insisted on the need for a new world information order to promote
peaceful economic and social development and place more emphasis on the plurality
of nations.

15, Initially, the Special Political Committee had dealt with the question of
information concerning the United Wations. DlMember countries and public or private
information services should co--operate in order to reaffirm the faith of nations,
promote social progress, and encourage friendly relations among peoples in
accordance with the obligations set forth in the Charter. One logical method of
strengthening the Charter, as had been mentioned, was to disseminate more
information about it in the media and educational systems of all countries.

% The full text of this statement will be issued as document A/SPC/3L/PV.27.

/ee.
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16. The first study undertaken in 1979 by the Committee to Review United Nations
Puolic Information Policies and Activities and by the Ad Hoc Uorking Group had
highlighted various aspects of the problem. In particular, it had stressed the
complexity of the problem and the need to consider it in several stages, vhich was
in itself a sufficient reason for extending and expanding the mandate of the
Committec. It had also highlighted the need to co-ordinate information activities
throughout the United Nations system in order to ensure that they were in keeping
wizh the purposes and principles of the United Mations. It had further proposed
the urpgent adoption of concrete measures to adapt those activities to the needs of
the new international information order. Among other things, publications, radio
broadcasts and films must be produced in all the official languages of the United
Mations, and then in all the languages of llember countries, and greater respect
must be accorded to the cultural realities of the modern world. Creater prominence
should be given to economic and social matters, to which 80 per cent of United
Nations activities related, and, in the political field, to basic elements such as
international security, peace-keeping operations, decolonization, human rights and
apartheid.

17. The time had come to expand the mandate of the Committee, taking into account
the role it should play in the establishment of the new international information
order, and to strengthen the Department of Public Information by the immediate
adoption and implementation of all the recommendations approved by consensus by the
Ad Hoc Working Group. Ifuch could be done by the Department of Public Information,
even with its present resources and staff. In certain cases, such as the monthly
publication of the UN Chronicle and the publication of Development Forum, the matter
must be considered by the Fifth Committee Dbefore the General Assembly approved the
necessary appropriations. The United Nations system and the Department of Public
Information should become sources of information about the world, and particularly
about the developing countries. The Ad Hoc VWorking Group had also called on member
States to publicize information concerning the United Nations more widely. It had
urged that the Department of Public Information should be in the forefront of modern
communication methods and technology. It had also reaffirmed the need to preserve
the unity and identity of United Nations thinking by referring to the relevant
activities of the United Illations in all publications of the system. The Department
of Public Information should remain the focal point for the implementation and
co~ordination of such activities. It was clear that the Joint United ations
Information Centre (JUNIC) should intensify co-ordination, particularly with
non-governmental organizations, and should report to the Committee pericdically on
the results achieved.

18. The Ad Hoc Vorking Group had concluded that priority should be given to
providing facilities to information media that had correspondents at United Nations
Headquarters, and that a larger number of correspondents and journalists from
developing countries should be given an opportunity to come to Headquarters to
gather first-hand information for subsequent dissemination. The Group had also
noted with satisfaction that the United Nations Correspondents' Association (UNCA)
had provided further training scholarships for journalists.

19. The report of the Director~General of UNESCO was a valuable contribution to the
work of the Special Political Committee and would enable the General Assembly to be

/oo
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more effective as a co-ordinating body for the whole system in that field. Regular
roeports vere needed on proiress in the contribution made by information media to the
strensthening of international understanding and peace, the promotion of human

20. His delegation would support the draft resolutions which proposed an expansion
and redefinition of the Committee's mandate, so as to give it specific instructions
to consider the principles that should govern the new world information order, and
hich stressed the need to continue to study guestions relating to information on

21. lir. DIEZ (Chile) proposed that the full text of the statement by the
representative of Icuador shiould be issued as a separate document,

22. It was so decided.

23. Miss NOWOT.IY (Austria), stressing the crucial role of information and
communications in relations among States, said that the United ilations had a special
responsibility in that field: not only must it keep the public informed of its owm
activities, mobilize public opinion in support of its objectives and make the public
aware of the need for international co-operation, but it must also disseminate
information about member States and their attitudes to major political problems on a
much broader scale than was possible through bilateral contacts.

2k, Over the past fevw years, the prevailing system of information distribution and
the underlying concept of the free flov of information had been subject to growing
criticism. That concept had in fact served primarily to enable the major news
agencles to impose their patterns of thinking on develcoping societies. Increased
attention had been drawn to the guantitative and qualitative iwmbalance in the flow
of information between developed and developing countries. Austria understood the
uneasiness underlying such criticism and recognized the need to exchange the
dependence of the developing countries in the field of information for relationships
characterized by interdependence and co-operation., It did not think, however, that
the imbalance could be redressed by stronger governmental control of information
media. Freedom of information and opinion, which had been fought for passiocnately
in some countries over the centuries, presupposed free access to all sources of
information and the uninhibited distribution of information. It would be neither
feasible nor desirable to attempt to channe that concept, but that did not mean that
certain corrections should not be made. From the quantitative standpoint, for
instance, 'news co-operation pools’ could be created in which the news agencies of
developed countries could support those of developing countries. Particular
attention would also have to be given to the transfer of the appropriate technology
and the promotion of regional co-operation. From the qualitative standpoint, it was
important to train personnel - journalists and broadcasters - and the developing
countries should therefore be helped to improve existing educational facilities or
to create new facilities. A generous system of scholarships and grants should also
be established.
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25. Austria had gained valuable experience in those fields: it had bheen closelvy
involved in the establishment of co-overation betireen Turomean and Arab news
acencies:; its press sgency had orgarized the exchange of news between national
news agencies by neans of bilateral agreements; it actively sunported the “Tairobi
School of Journalism, founded in 1970 under UNESCO ausnices:; and the Austrian
Press Agency and the Austrian Broadcaesting and Television system offered training
facilities for journalists from develoning countries. The United Mations could
wlay a very important role in that area by draving on the experience of Member
States in co-operation nrojects and by channelling scholarshin offers and access
to existing training facilities on an international level.

26, Tt was to be expected that after more than 30 years, during which the
objectives of the United Nations and the nature of its vork had evolved
considerably, certain concepts and methods relating to United Mations information
activities would have to be changed. Fer country had particinated as an observer in
the worl. of the Committee of L1, as well as in that of its Vorking Group which had
produced a report containing very valuable sugcestions for the improvement and
co~ordination of information activities, and it would continue to co-onerate with
the Committee in itz future worl.

27. As a small country which was often dependent on the major international
press acencies but which also served as a centre for the exchange of news between
Dast Turopean and ‘lestern television networks, Austria followed closely sll
developments in the field of information and communications and vas therefore
particularly interested in the work being done by UITRSCO in that area.

20, ilr. LL-SAID (Lgynt) observed that all liember States recornized the importance
of a free flow and a2 belter halanced exchange of information, the need for which
was expressed clearly in General Assemblv resolution 33/115 vhich had established
the Committee to Review United Nations Public Information Policies and Activities.
Tizh regard to agenda item 53 (a), his delegation supported UNESCO

resolution 4/¢.L/2, vhich requested the Director-Ceneral to "intensify and
encourase communications development and to hold consultations desipned to lead
to the provision to develoning countries of technolosical and other means for
~romoting a free flov and a vider and better balanced exchanse of infcrmation™.
The Director-General had also been requested to drav un a model vlan for
co-Oneration and assistance in the apnlication and imnprovement of national
information and mass communication systems for social prorcress and develomnent

and to study, vithin that nlan, the possibility of the establishment of en
international fund for the develoment of communication. The establishment of
such a fund would respond to the needs of developing countries in all rerions and
hence to the wishes of the Interrovernrental Conference on Communication Policies
in fsia and Oceania, held at Luala Lumpur from 5 to 1L TFebruary 1070.

20, 1ith rerard to item 53 (»), his deleration reiterated its support for the
Director-General end for the Declaration on Fundamental Principles concerning the
Contribution of the ..ass liedia to Strencthenin~t Peace and International
Understanding, to the Promotion of Muman Rigbhts and to Countering Racialism,
Apertheid and Incitement to Var., It swras clear that freedom of information and the

A
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free flor of information were vital to the establishient of a constructive
international dialogue. The current iibelance between developed and develowing
countries in the dissemination of information nullified the very idea of a dialogue,
which, by definition, must he a tvo-iray nrocess. he international community
therefore had a responsivility to provide the develoring countries with the means
of creating a better information infrastructure so that thev could narticivate in
international exchanges of information mnorve effectively and in a more talanced way
without impeding the free flow of information or its vride disserination.

30. His country wvas convinced of the validity of the right to freedom of
information and wvas currently drawing up amendments to its Constitution which would
in effect turn the press into a fourth branch of government; safesuards were
envisaged to ensure the complete independence of journalists in a multipartite
democratic system; the press would be protected against any arbitrarv administrative
decision, such as the confiscation or susmension of a publication; Journalists

would have free access to information; journalists tould have to serve society

and reflect trends in public opinion; finally, a Supreme Council of Journalists
would be established to strengthen the independence of the nrofession,

31. All States agreed that the establishment of the new international economic
order was closely linled with the establishiment of the ner world information

order, The latter must be based on co-operation rather then on confrontation,
which wvas in no one's interests. The new wvorld information order must also be

more clearly defined, avoiding slogans which could give rise to conflicting
interpretations. The new world information order must redress the existine
imbalances in the flow of information hetween developed and developing countries and
must commrise definite wlans and programmes for international co-oneration under
United Nations auspices which would help to improve the information infrastructures
of developing countries, e.g. through the transfer of technology and the training
of qualified profesionals, in order to help those countries to achieve their

goals, particularly their economic and social goals. The United Nations could play
a vital role in that area through its Departnent of Public Information. The
non-aligned wovement, of which Egypt 1ras a member, hnd for its part alrcady made
sisnificant prosress in co-operation to estabhlish the nev world information order.

32, C(learly, if the United Nations was to achieve its noble objectives, the support
of the peoples of the world i7as essential. Thet supnort would be forthcoming,
however, only if those peoples were convinced that the United Mations plaved a vital
role in international affairs. [is delegation therefore attached great importance
to the activities of the Departiient of Public Information and to strengthening the
Devartment. It had also supported General Assembly resolution 33/115; it welcomed
the activities undertalien by the Committee to Review United Mations Public
Information Policies and Activities, of vhich it was a member, and commended the
Committee's Ad Hoc “orking Group on its report (A/34/21, annex III). That report
was the fruit of a long and constructive debate and must be mut to the bhest possible
use rather than consigned to oblivion like so many other reports. His delepation
hoped that the recormendations contained in the Vorking Croup's report would be

/oo
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ademted and Implemented and that tne General Assemblv would allocate the necessary
resources for that nurnose., It attached particular importance to the
recormendation on balance in the use of official lansusges, nmarticularly Arabic,
anc in the geocraphical distribution of personnel of the Devartment of Public
Information, esmecially in higher grades. JTt also endorsed the idea of involving
the developing countries to a greater extent in the planning and implementation of
the Department’s activities. It wvas in favour of renering the Committee's mandate
and maliing it more precise so that the Committee could define the new world
information order in clearer terms.

33. There was no conflict between the Committee's activities and the part played
by UIESCO in the field of information. Cn the contrary, an attempt should be made
to establish ongoiag communication betwveen the two bodies in order to enable the
Committee to malie the best possible use of UNESCO's experience and studies.,

For examnle, the International Commission for the Study of Comrmunication Problems
could contribute to the Committee's vork, Ilis delepation honed that the report

of that Commission would be presented shortly to the General Assemblv and then to
the Coumittee to Reviev United Wations Public Information Policies and Activities.

34, With regard to the composition of the Revieuv Committee, his delepation
believed that the present balance was satisfactory and that the participation of
other States as observers was a perfectly acceptable solution. His delermation was
not, however, opposed to enlarging the Committee, provided that its vork did not
suffer as a result and that peogrephical balance was maintained.

35. The report of the Secretary-General on United Wations public information
policies and activities (A/34/57L4) once again confirmed the inmortance of
information in »romoting the objectives of the United Wations and, indirectly, the
importance of the Departiment of Public Information., TFven though DPI's
responsibilities had increased, the resources available to it were declining
steadily. DPI nmust therefore be given the funds and the flexibility required for
it to function effectively, as must the Secretariat's other information activities.
Iis delepation agreed ith the Secretary-General that greater co-operation tras
needed vithin the Department of Public Information and hetween it and the
Secretariat's other information units.

36, The United Mations Information Centres played a vital role in puhlicizing
the United Wations and its objectives and in mobilizing States in favour of its
activities. Ther must therefore have the necessarr resources and be strenpthened,
particularly in the developing countries,

37, The United Nations should also encourage the use of local languages, as had
in fact been recommended by the Ad loc Vorling Group.

38, As a country vhose lanpusge and culture vere Arabic, Tpypt appealed to the
Director~General of UNESCO end the Under-Secretary-General for Public Information
to encourapge vider use of Arabic in order to help to redress the existing imbalance.
Tlis deleration supported the publication of the UY Monthly Chronicle, vhich gave

a straightforward account of the 1ork and main resolutions of the different organs
of the United lations, and hoped that an Arabic edition would be issued uvithin the
period indicated by the Secretariat.

[eos
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39. vr. BURKE (Ireland), speaking on behalf of the nine member countries of the
Luropean Community, recalled that the UNESCO General Conference had adopted by
consensus the Declaration on Fundamental Principles concerning the Contribution of
the .lass itedia to Strengthening Peace and International Understanding, to the
Promotion of Human Rights and to Countering Racialism, Apartheid and Incitement
to War. The Iline had participated actively in the elaboration of the

Declaration and believed it to be a useful contribution to the establishment of a
new, more Jjust and more effective world information and communication order,
which was intended to strenethen international peace and understanding on the
basis of the free circulation and wider and better balanced dissemination of
information.

Lo,  The I!Mine attached particular importance to the right to freedom of opinion,
expression and information and to the recognition of that right as an integral
part of human rights.

L1, The free dissemination of information should be the primary objective of
international co-operation in that field, and the strengthening of international
communications could contribute to that end. That required intensified co-operation
among developing countries and between those countries and the industrialized
countries. Practical measures must be taken to close the gap between the

highly developed information systems of the industrialized world and those of the
developing countries.

L2. TIn that connexion, the Mine welcomed the efforts being made by UNESCO to
provide assistance in the application and improvement of national information and
mass communication systems. They noted the central role vhich UNESCO was
increasingly playing in relation to communication and information problems. The
progress vhich it had made in implementing its mandate was outlined in documents
A/34/148 ang A/3L/149. The nine member countries of the European Community had,
for their part, already made substantial contributions in that field both
bilaterally and under the ILomé Convention and vere prepared to continue to do so.

43, With regard to agenda item 53 (c), the Wine noted the first revort of the
Committee to Review United Nations Public Information Policies and Activities
(A/34/21) and wvere in favour of renewing its present mandate. The report of the
Ad Hoc Working Group (A/3L/21, annex III) contained many useful recommendations.
Of course, the financial implications of those proposals would need to be
examined, but 1t was clear that much work remained to be done within the mandate
entrusted to the Committee under General Assembly resolution 33/115 C. In the
meantime, the Jine endorsed the recommendation in the Ad Hoc Working Croup's
report that the Department of Public Information should be the focal point of
co-ordination of the information activities of the United NMations system. That
should reduce the duplication of activities and functions between the Department
of Public Information and other United Iations information units.

L., The report of the TJoint Tnspection Unit on the United Mations Information
Centres, like the report of the Secretary-General on United Mations Public
Information Policies and Activities (A/34/57L4), drev attention to the various
possibilities for more effective utilization of the resources available to the
Department of Public Information and therefore deserved serious consideration.

/oo
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45, Mr. NISIBORI (Japan), quoting the words of the Secretary-General in his annual
report on the work of the Organization (A/34/1, sect. X), said that it tas
"necessary to convince people that the struggle for peace, justice, equity and human
dignity which is waged here at the United Nations is very much their strugple, and
that their support, understanding and, if necessary, criticism, can make a real
difference to the outcome. T'le shall not be able to do this by information
programmes alone. We shall need, on important issues above all, to be able to show
that the world Organization can, and does, treat them on their merits; that it can,
and does, produce results which, however imperfect, constitute the difference between
order and chaos, or even, in extreme circumstances, between peace and destruction.”
In that regard, the unanimous decision at the thirty-third session of the General
Assembly to establish a Ll-member Committee to Review United Nations Public
Information Policies and Activities, had been a wise one. The frank and positive
nature of the discussions held in that Committee and its Ad Foc Working Group
augered well for the future. However, the task entrusted to the Working Group had
been found to be too large to be concluded in a sinpgle one-week session, and lack

of time had prevented the Committee itself from discussing in detail the report of
the Group, reproduced as annex III to the report (A/3L/21). For that reason, his
delegation considered that the mandate of the Committee should be renewed so that it
might present to the General Assembly at its next session a comprehensive report
containing adequately prepared general guidelines. Some delegations had expressed
the view that Committee membership should also be increased. His delegation had no
objection to that, provided the number of members was kept low enough for there to
be no risk of hampering its efficiency; any Member States could in any case attend
its meetings as observers, as some had done.

46, Turning to the report of the Ad Hoc Vorking Group, he endorsed most of the
recommendations it contained, in particular those mentioned under co-operation and
co-ordination, the publication Development Forum. short-wave broadcasting, and the
possibility of setting up an FM station (paras. 18, 19, 20, 32, 35 and 39,
respectively). On Development Forum itself, his delegation hoped that the Department
of Public Information would enter as swiftly as possible into consultations with the
United Nations University, UNESCO and other relevant organs and agencies in the
United Nations system, so that adequate financial resources might be secured to
assure its continwved publication, as it had proved to be very useful.

h7. With regard to the role of the United Nations Information Centres, he welcomed
the report of the Joint Inspection Unit (A/34/379), which contained useful
suggestions and recommendations. Some of them could be implemented in the very near
future, others required close consultations between the Department of Public
Information and various agencies and organs in the system, and still others would
have to be discussed in the Fifth Committee because of the financial implications
involved. Any such consideration should take full account of the comments by the
Secretary-General on the report (A/34/379/Add.1). For the moment, he simply wished
to make a few preliminary observations. In the first place, directors of the
centres should have a solid understanding of the country or countries in which they
worked, together with an intimate knowledge of the structure and functioning of the
mass media in the catchment area of their particular Centre. Secondly, the posts of
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information assistants and reference assistants which required considerable
gualifications should be allocated to locally recruited staff with the requisite
professional expertise, who should be vpaid at levels apnropriate to the nature of
their assipgnments. Thirdly, host Governments should support the operations of such
centres., Tourthly, contacts between the centres and non-governmental organizations
should be strengthened and the establishment of United Nations Asscociations in
!lember States should be encouraged, while those that existed should be strengthened.
At the same time, the centres should make greater efforts to enlist the co-operation
of educational institutions.

48, During the reneral debate in the Committee at the thirty-third sessicn of the
General Assembly . a number of delegations had referred to the imbalance in the flow
of information between developed countries and developing countries. They had
stressed the need to rectify the situation, and the General Assembly had adopted
resolution 33/115 B affirming the need to establish a new world information and
communication order. In 1979, during the discussions in the Committee to Review
United Nations Public Information Policies and Activities, many delegations had
stressed the urgent need to rectify the inequality that their countries suffered
from. Japan, whose modernization process had been relatively late, understood the
aspirations thus expressed and considered that that difficult problem could only be
solved through a constructive dialogue in the spirit of the Declaration adopted the
previous year by the UNESCO General Conference on Tundamental Principles Concerning
the Contribution of the Mass Media to Strengthening Peace and International
Understanding, the Promotion of Human Rights and to Countering Racialism, Apartheid
and Incitement to Var.

19, His country, which attached the greatest importance to freedom of speech and
freedom of the press, wholeheartedly endorsed the need expressed in the above-
mentioned resolution to establish a world infermation and communicaticn order that
was niore just and more effective and was based on freer circulation of information
as well as its wider and more balanced dissemination. Praiseworthy efforts in that
direction had already been made. Particulaerly noteworthy examples had been the
regional conference in San José (Costa Rica, 1976) and Kuals Lumpur (Halaysiaa
February 1979). as also were the conference for the African region scheduled for
1980, and the recent Washington planning meeting for the UNESCO Intergovernmental
Conference on Communication Development and Transfer of Technology to be held in
April 1980. Tn addition he was also happy to note that the establishment of a
Pan-African news agency had been approved in principle at the sixteenth Assembly cf
the Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity (Monrovia,
July 1979). That was a combined self-help effort by developins countries to improve
the imbalance that existed. Japan intended to continue both its technical and
financial assistance to help developing countries set up national information and
communications systems of their own. To that end, it had been active in vroviding
training programmes for communications specialists from developing countries and in
1979 had made a voluntary contribution of $240,000 to the Trust Fund for Lconomic
and Social Information. Of that sum, $20,000 had gone to support the information
seminar on UNCTAD V.
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50. Ifr. DELCADO SANUDO (Colombia) said that his delegation had a strong interest

in information-related matters, which were closely interlinked and which should
therefore be studied as a whole, As early as its fourth and fifteenth sessions,

the General Ascembly had already considered the question of drafting a convention
and a declaration on the freedom of information, and in 1978, under decision 33/L25,
had called for the item to be brought once again to the attention of the Committee.
Information-related matters had also been considered by other United Hations bodies
such as the Commission on Human Rights and UNESCO, a fact which underscored the
importance attached to it.

51. In every age, man had felt the need for communication. Communication was a
clear and logical symptom of the principle of man's social behaviour. It was an
innate characteristic of man and the tools used for giving expression to it,
ranging from the simplest to the most complex, always showed the unigqueness of
different ethnic groups and the degree of civilization of those employing it. The
need for communication lay at the heart of the right to the freedom of opinion and
expression recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Respect for that right, the
development of accepted written standards and its range of sensible application
should be given varticularly close scrutiny.

52. The imbalances of the contemporary and rapidly changing world highlighted the
need to establish a new international economic order, and that was not possible
without a new world information and communication order which responded
effectively to the whole range of problems of modern-day society, ensured maximum
use of technological advances and reflected a more just world, thanks to the free
and balanced fiow of information. His delegation hoped that it would be possible
in the near future to draft the main guidelines of that order, to set up
appropriate machinery, and to find the resources necessary to implement it.

53. The use of electronics for the purposes of communication required the
establishment of rules which ensured respect for the cultural heritage of peoples
and safeguarded their special characteristics. Information, which was part and
parcel of the economic and social development process, had to accord with the
aspirations of the peoples, to strengthen the principle of democracy, equality of
nations, respect for human risghts and freedoms, and, in the final analysis, to be
based on justice and truth.

54, The United Nations had an important role to play in providing co-operation and
assistance in the establishment and improvement of national information and mass
communication systems for social progress and development. Its activities should
give priority to the developing countries, supplying them with information on
technical innovations and training their personnel in the use of modern
communications systems that were currently controlled by the developed countries.
His delegation hoped that practical projects would be worked out in that field and
that the information centres would broaden the scope of their activities by
organizing seminars and exchanges. A dynamic approach had to be adopted in the
face of the growing pace of change and the upsurge in the peoples' aspirations.

/e



A/SPC/34/SR.27
Inglish
Page 14

(Mr. Delgado Sanudo, Colombia)

55. While UNESCO had the necessary competence to study and analyse international
relations in the sphere of information and mass communications, it ought not to be
the only appropriate forum in which to discuss information problems and the
complexities of communication. It should be possible to establish fruitful
co-~operation in the study of existing links between modern technology on the one
hand, and social change and development in various societies and cultures, on the
other, the better to understand the links between mass communications and social
changre. Consultant services also had to be provided in order to develop
appropriate policies and, as a matter of priority, to decide on measures aimed at
bridging the gap between the developed and developing countries in matters of mass
communications, within the context of the principles of the new world information
and communication order.

56. The Declaration on Fundamental Principles concerning the Contribution of the
Mass Media to Strengthening Peace and International Understanding, the Promotion of
Human Rights and to Countering Racialism, Apartheid and Incitement to War, which
presupposed the free and well-balanced flow of information and should contribute

to eliminating ignorance and misunderstanding among peoples, marked a big step
forvard.

57. The work of the Committee to Review United Nations Public Information Policies
and Activities had been fruitful. The mandate of that Committee should be renewed
in order to enable it to complete its task, without however enlarging its
membership.

58. The informstion transmitted by the Secretarv-General on the Department of Public
Information (A/34/5Th) indicated that that Department was well-organized, had the
necessary technical facilities, and was carrying out its tasks efficiently.
Nevertheless, Member States would like to be more closely associated with its work:

s, committee or a council should be established to guide the work of the Department

in a manner consonant with the purposes, goals and ideals of the United Nations.
Governments should be kept informed of information activities directed towards

their respective countries.

59. The information should reflect the current membership of the Organization, and
thereby take account of the sizable presence of the third-world countries. Care
had to be taken to ensure that public information activities did not become
propaganda and give a distorted image of the Organization, of whose purposes and
achievements all countries were entitled to be kept fully informed. That meant the
dissemination of information in all its working languages. His country advocated
the establishment of a council for policv and administration responsible for
co-ordinating the information activities of the United Nations system and defining
those activities most likely to reflect closely the concerns and legitimate
aspirations of the developing countries.

60. Special attention should be paid to freedom of information, which was variously

interpreted, depending on whether the information media were State- or privately-
owned, or a mixture of the two. The economic independence of the information media

[oeo
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was crucial in that regard. However, given the large investment required to install
and operate information media, freedom of information was in danger of becoming the
exclusive privilege of the developed countries. As several studies had indicated,
international tariffs for the transmission of news were financially out of reach of
the average press agency in a developing country. They therefore had to be brought
down to a level compatible with freedom of information. The threat posed to the
cultures of various countries by the presentation of imported programmes could not
be underestimated. There was a serious qualitative and quantitative imbalance in
the world-wide circulation and dissemination of news, which had to be remedied.

The objectivity of news was equally essential and could only be guaranteed by a
diversity of sources. Any bilased information damaged freedom of information. Any
incomplete or distorted information could do harm to peoples, in particular in the
developing countries, which got a "bad press’. The decolonization of information
was a matter of urgency. otherwise the developing countries risked becoming the
victims of political, cultural and economic neo-colonialism imposed by the owners
of international information media-+ that would stifle national values. The
establishment of a new world information order was therefore imperative in order to
propagate the ideals of justice, independence, equality and freedom among men and
nations.

61. His country had a long tradition of respect for freedom of information. The
press was free but responsible. Legislation guaranteed the confidentiality of
sources of information; journalis®s enjoyed a special status and the benefits of
training programmes.

62, Mr , MANSOURI (Syrian Arab Republic) said that delegations attached great
importance to United Nations activities in the svhere of public information and to
the need to adopt new policies to meet the requirements of the developing countries
in that sphere. His delegation had carefully studied the report of the Secretary-
General (A/34/574) which was both clear and concise, and made suggestions for the
improvement of the activities of the Department of Public Information and the
strengthening of communication media in the developing countries. It had also
participated in the work of the Committee to Review United Nations Public
Information Policies and Activities.

6£3. All the developing countries were convinced of the need to establish a new,
more just, world information order intended to strengthen international peace and
understanding and based on the free and balanced circulation of information
reflecting the economic and social concerns and needs of the developing countries.
The Summit Conference of Non-Aligned Countries, held in Havana in September, had
reaffirmed the importance of attaining that objective and had emphasized that
co-operation in the information field was an integral part of the efforts of the
non-aligned and other developing countries to establish new international relations
in general and a new information order in particular. The Summit Conference had
also reaffirmed the importance of the contribution of the United NWations and the
specialized agencies to the establishment of the new information order.
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64, His delegation supported the efforts of the Department of Public Information to
bring its activities into line with the new concept of public information.
Hevertheless, it was his delegation's view that the mandate of the Committee to
Review United Uations Public Information Policies and Activities should be renewed
so that it could, in close co-operaticn with UNESCO and the Department of Public
Information, complete the tasks assigned to it. It was to be hoped that the
Committee would be able to hold a greater number of meetings in 1980 and that it
would not encounter the practical problems which had hampered its work during the
past year.

65. The Department of Public Information should be the mass media's main source of
information on the activities and problems of the United Nations in the political,
economic and social fields, and, to that end, contacts should be increased with
local news agenciles, especially in the third world, and with the Pool of UNews
Agencies of Non-Aligned Countries.

66. With regard to the inadequate financial resources allocated to information
activities, his delegation endorsed the statements made by the Under-Secretary-
General for Public Information and hoped that he would submit specific proposals
for increasing those resources which could be adopted in principle by the Special
Committee and later approved by ACABQ. The strengthening of the Department of
Public Information would make it possible to carry out a wider range of activities
and would promote implementation of the concept of a new world information order.
The report of the Joint Inspection Unit (A/3L4/379) also highlighted the inadequacy
of the resources available to the Department of Public Information in comparison
with the tasks assigned to it. The allocation of funds to the Department under the
budget should be reviewed, as should the distribution of those funds between
Headquarters and the Information Centres.

67. The Department of Public Information should attach equal importance to the
dissemination of substantive information in the social and economic fields, while
focusing its attention on questions relating to international peace and security,
disarmament , human rights and apartheid. It should also organize training courses
for press and radio journalists and technicians from the third world, who would be
assigned to managerial and technical posts in the United Nations and its
specialized agencies. It was to be hoped that the Under-Secretary-General would
take duly intoc account the equitable geopraphical distribution of experts when
considering the restructuring of the Department, a large part of whose staff came
from developed countries.

63. As an Arab country, Syria wished to strengthen the Arabic-language radio and
television services of the Department, which reached more than a hundred million
Arabs, both by improving the quality and scope of programmes and by increasing the
number of staff assigned to those services.. The staff of the Press Division of the
Department should also be increased in view of the fact that summary records had
been eliminated for certain subsidiary bodies. Press releases, which would thus

be the only direct source of information, should be as objective and accurate as
possible., Member States should be invited to provide assistance to the Information
Centres, and the latter's directors should be nationals of a country in the region
having an intimate knowledge of regional problems. Lastly, his delegation

[ovs
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velcomed the decision of the Director-General of UNESCO to convene a meeting on
information questions in Paris in 1980 and hoped that the Committee to Review United
Fations Public Information Policies and Activities would participate in its work.

69. Mr. BLOMBERG (Finland), speaking on behalf of the five Nordic countries -
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Worway and Sweden - said that he would limit his remarks
to the follow-up of resolution 33/115 C.

70, The Nordic countries felt that a review of United Nations public information
activities was long overdue. In recent decades, information and communications

had acquired tremendous importance in political activities and had become a central
prerequisite for carrying out the mandate of the Organization. To take only one
example, information activities had an essential role in the implementation of
inTernational decisions concerning economic and social development and the
eszablishment of a new international economic order. A number of conclusions
emerged from the two reports before the Committee (A/3L/21 and A/3L4/574): since its
inception, the basic structure of the United Nations public information system had
changed very little. New elements had been added as needs had arisen, and efforts
had been made to keep abreast of the development of communications technology.
However, the volume of work had increased considerably and the network had grown

so large and complex that co-ordination had become an important function. Active
participation of lMember States in the framing of United Nations policies and
programmes had become imperative in a field of far-reaching changes.

T1l. Although the Committee to Review United Nations Public Information Policies

and Activities had been unable to complete its mandate, it had made a good start.

As the Secretary-General had stated (A/3L4/1, sect. X), the Committee could be
expected to provide the general guidelines within which new directions for United
Nations information activities may be sought™ and to take '"practical measures

with a view to widening public support for the Organization™. The Jordic dclegations,
which supported the recommendations to that effect in document A/3L4/21, favoured
extension of the Committee's mandate and hoped that it would continue to stress the
principles of effectiveness and economy in information activities.

72. With regard to the planning of information materials, whether written or
audio-visual, geographical and linguistic balance should be a prominent concern.

In that connexion, adequate resources should be provided for the units concerned

in view of the growing demand for printed materials and programmes in different
languages, both official and non-official. Since every organization of the United
Nations system had its own specific function and responsibilities, each must have
information activities tailored to its needs and objectives. It was vital,
howvever, to preserve the identity and unity of the United Nations system while
striving to improve co-ordination and to promote co-operation. The Department of
Public Information and JUNIC had major roles to play in that regard. The importance
of non-governmental organizations in forming public ovinion and supporting United
Nations activities was generally recognized, and their activities should therefore
be encouraged. Lastly, he wished to refer to the financial problems of the
Development Forum, the only regular publication of the United Nations system in the
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economic and social fields, which co-ordinated development information from various
United lMations bodies and organizations and from external research institutions.
Because it was financed from extrabudgetary resources, the Forum was in a

precarious situation which could only be improved if part of its costs were included
in the regular budget of the Organization.

The meeting rose at 5.35 p.m.




