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UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES .

SUB_COMMITTEN OF TECHNIC.L, (LVISORY COlITTTEE
ON_INFOR . TION |

‘SQmmafy Rscord of 11th Mecting held on Mondiy, <1 January 1946,
at 10.30 a.m.

Chairman: ilr. Franceis #illiams

"The Sub-Committee considered various nspects of the
zstablishment and work of Branch Offices.

1.  Urgency of Establishing Branch Officeg:- It was suggested

that the Sub-Comnittes should recomuend that no nction be taken

in the immediate future regarding the'sétting up of Branch Offices.
The general view of the Bub-Commilttee was, however, that it should
endorse paragraph 6 of the Technienl advisory Gommi ttes 's
recdmmandations, which urges thot the Deprrtment of Public
Infermation should consider.the satablishment of Branch Offices at
the earliest practicable dnte.

2,  Staflf of Branch Officesi-  The view was put forward that

Branch Officcs’shoﬁld be staffed by local officials only; after
‘soine’ discussion, the Sub-Committes dscided that Branch Of fices

should be staffed by iuternational officials, some of whom should

be natiornls of the country in which the office was situated and
others nationals of other countrius. Thu lowest grades of employees,
however, should be.appointgd logally. © Officials of all gradeé

‘should ows alléginnee to, the United Nations.

3, Co-operation with cxisting ngencies:~ . The Sub—Committe¢
decided to fecommend that in_cxamining ths establishment of Branch
Offices,fp}l_¢ohsidcrnﬁion should be'given to the part cxisting
appropriate organization might play in Gisseminating the Departﬁent's
material; and that\where regional and national Branch Offices are

‘set up they should co-operate with such organizations.
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RG:COE]JZIGndf'LtiOHS were put forward

i, Reglonal Bx"mch Qf fices i~

urging that compru,h(,n ive mgloml of fm . should be sstablished to

meet the specl'Ll necds of Europu, agsia, npd other Continents,

Tt was e::mphasize_d that the 'mdlfI crence of public opinion in
Eufope to the United Nations must be overcons nnd that this could
only be ﬁ.Chl.lCVud. by means of a vigorous coptign plammed and carried
out in closest r“oninct with the Europu o otmosphars. In ~ddition,
most European countries would not be able to afford to miintain
teamé of newspnper cor-respc)ndents a% Headgquarters, Further, thirteen
'Europénn couﬁfrim (not counting Gornnny), reprossnting vns hundrsd and
‘f'ifty mil’lion i'z'lh'ﬂ’)i;télnflis, worc not membors of the Unitud Neations,

A campalgn to L,nc'ouragb these countries to Join the orgeanization
could not bo laft & to locr)l Branch 0ffices; it eould only be
carried out on a oontipen kol .scn.le. by "n internation~l scrvics
w.brkiné in close touch with that Contincnt.

‘It was further pointed out th‘ut the soeeilnl nueods Of sin mads
the esfablishment of a similar regional ofiice imperntive for that
Continent also. ~asia had large illiterate popul=tions snd an
undeveloped prx—ss, and it wns closely affected by th: :ctivitivs of
the United Nations, particularly ne regnrds sconomic, socil and
trusteeéhip Jllatfe r8.

In view of thc,su cons 1d¢i'itions the Bub-Committes decided to
recommend th“t CDl’lt.an,nb'll I’cflon‘l of fices should be sct up
wherever the Secretary Guneral desmed nicossriry, and that sventually
they Should he sup_pvlvemente“d by national Bronch Officcs.

e, 'Shis%’min stated that he wished to reserve his position 28
regards this point.

The meeting f{)sa At 12_15 pm.
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