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ПООЩРЕНИЕ И ЗАЩИТА ВСЕХ ПРАВ ЧЕЛОВЕКА, ГРАЖДАНСКИХ, 
ПОЛИТИЧЕСКИХ, ЭКОНОМИЧЕСКИХ, СОЦИАЛЬНЫХ И КУЛЬТУРНЫХ 

ПРАВ, ВКЛЮЧАЯ ПРАВО НА РАЗВИТИЕ 
 

Сообщение Постоянного представительства Государства Катар при Отделении 
Организации Объединенных Наций в Женеве от 18 сентября 2007 года в адрес 

секретариата Совета по правам человека 
 
 
 Постоянное представительство Государства Катар при Отделении Организации 
Объединенных Наций в Женеве свидетельствует свое уважение секретариату Совета по 
правам человека и в связи с докладом Специального докладчика по вопросу о торговле 
людьми, особенно женщинами и детьми, Сигмы Худы о ее миссии в Бахрейн, Катар и 
Оман (A/HRC/4/23/Add.2 и Corr.1)1 имеет честь настоящим препроводить свой ответ* на 
упомянутый доклад о визите в Катар. 
 

                                                 
1  Рассмотрение которого было отложено до следующей сессии Совета. 
 
*  Воспроизводится в приложении в полученном виде только на языке представления и 
на английском языке. 
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Annex 
 

Comments of the State of Qatar before the Human Rights Council on the report of the 
United Nations Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially  

women and children 
 
 At the outset the State of Qatar should like sincerely to thank the Special Rapporteur, 
Ms. Sigma Huda, for visiting Qatar on 8-12 November 2006 in pursuance of her mandate for 
trafficking in persons, especially women and children. The State of Qatar regards the visit as a 
historical one, since it was the first of its kind to be carried out under the mandates of the special 
rapporteurs. 
 
 We should like to express our thanks and appreciation firstly for the transparency, 
openness and cooperation that you showed to the Qatari Government during your visit to the 
State and for commending the State for allowing you to visit all the institutions and facilities that 
you wanted to see and, secondly, for your appreciation of the positive aspects of the State’s 
efforts in the legislative, institutional and regulatory domains to combat the phenomenon of 
human trafficking. We share your view that the visit was a positive prologue to a constructive 
dialogue with the Government on ways to reinforce measures at the international level to 
eliminate the phenomenon of trafficking in persons. 
 
 Allow us to inform Your Excellency of the most recent legislative developments pertaining 
to the elimination of trafficking in persons. Thus, in addition to the legislative framework to 
which you refer in detail in your report, ongoing efforts are being made to secure approval of a 
draft law on trafficking in persons and a draft law on kafala with a view to strengthening and 
reinforcing the legislative framework. The State of Qatar recently ratified the ILO Convention 
concerning forced labour. 
 
 The mechanisms which you refer to in your report can be categorized as follows: 
 
 (a) Governmental mechanisms, including the Office of the National Coordinator for the 
Elimination of Trafficking in Persons, the Human Rights Department of the Ministry of the 
Interior, the Human Rights Bureau of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Department of 
Labour; 
 
 (b) Non-governmental mechanisms (civil society): here, mention may be made of the 
National Human Rights Committee and the Qatari Foundation for the Protection of Children and 
Women, which also play an important role in combating human trafficking. 
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 Allow us to make the following comments on the report, which we acknowledge and 
appreciate as a positive report: 
 
 With regard to the statement in paragraph 78 of the report that women who have been 
forced into prostitution in Qatar are brought in to the country through Saudi Arabia or the 
United Arab Emirates, we should like to point out that entry into Qatar can be effected only with 
a valid visa (a work visa or a tourist visa). The allegation that women are brought in through the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is astonishing, since the Kingdom and its people are very religious and 
conservative and the laws in force in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia do not allow women to travel 
without being escorted by a close male relative. It is therefore not possible for women to be 
brought in through Saudi Arabia. As for the United Arab Emirates, there are no material or other 
grounds to support such allegations. 
 
 Paragraph 42 refers to “reports that despite repatriation of a large number of children, some 
were retained as farm workers living in difficult conditions”. On this point, we should like to 
make the following comments: 
 
 After Act No. 22 of 2005, prohibiting the employment, training and involvement of 
children in camel racing, was approved, and as indicated in the report, all child jockeys were 
repatriated and robots were introduced for use as racing jockeys. 
 
 As indicated in the report, the State, through Qatar Charity, has carried out economic, 
educational and cultural programmes for the rehabilitation of these children in their home 
countries. 
 
 The follow-up committee on the implementation of Act No. 22 of 2005 paid several visits 
to camel racing tracks before and after the Special Rapporteur’s visit and did not discover any 
breaches of the Act. Checks were carried out to ensure that there were no children at or in the 
vicinity of the track. 
 
 There are other committees in the Department of Labour which follow up on the 
implementation of the Act. They have been given police powers and operate as labour 
inspectors, carrying out regular follow-up and inspections. No breaches have been recorded or 
observed. 
 
 The reports that children are being employed as agricultural workers are therefore totally 
unfounded. Moreover, no reports have been received from non-governmental organizations in 
this regard. 
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 In conclusion, allow us to emphasize the importance of the special rapporteurs’ mandates 
and the commitment of the State to cooperating with them fully. We should also like to confirm 
that the political will is there to make progress towards strengthening and reinforcing measures 
not only at the domestic level but also at the international level in order to eliminate the 
phenomenon of trafficking in persons. 
 
 For Your Excellency’s kind perusal and for transmission. 
 
 Accept, Madam, the assurances of our highest consideration. 
 

 
----- 

 
 


