AnrenoGio RES N

i N
Distr.: General ‘\ﬁw‘ 4 a Q ?‘ S‘ \‘{@Q\"
10 July 2015 \{ Y
Arabic \\A 4/!

Original: English

Oyl Bgi pmbona

Ogpially dawldl 359

JleY Jgtor o ¥ )

A3ladVlg dewlondly ddadl (LY Bsd> amer Bilemy juj80
ol (B gl D 2B Ly Aty dslexr Yl

AotV OU sl damy oo dgrse ¥ 0 Y 0 algy/ig0d V dye dygddd 8,SThe
< &Y Lol Oldadly Lo PEEREEN] (..»‘2\ e o
Ol Bgioe L) Buoenad) oot idogie I | g

el olabadly e (3 8l oY) S e I 0Ll 2ty (508
o Ol 28y OLSY) Bsad Bl sumll W) 2ogie 1) BLE s 3 52V
iga azals I Yo wly LI YN skl Lkt 0L e Ul S olidss ab
Bsie ol ) (ol Slianl 350 s S b Rliie g sl g Yl Osbed
(A/HRCRINGO/16) JlesYI Jgdor oo ¥ did) o tially Ganldl 4593 (3 OLLSY)

o s olasly Tl el (2 OF gl dpo sl e ) QU By g
Al Jodor o ¥ il e Ol Baim sy tally dmnld) 30l 550,

030815 040815 GE.1 h f
§ S ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| [l




A/HRC/29/G/10

Annex

GE.15-11703

[English only]

Comments of the Government of Greece in relation to the
written statement submitted by Reporters Sans Frontiers
International — Reporters Without Borders International

With reference to the written statement submitted by the “Reporters Without Boarders
International”, NGO in special consultative status (A/HRC/29/NGO/16) and, in specific, the
“blasphemy” case mentioned therein, Greece would like to inform the Human Rights Council on
the following:

» A blogger was arrested, on September 2013, for parodying a well-known Greek Orthodox
monk, said to have prophetic powers, and he was charged with “malicious blasphemy”
(“punished by imprisonment up to two years”, art. 198 Criminal Code) and “insulting
religion” (“punished by imprisonment up to two years”, art. 199 Criminal Code).

» On January 2014, he was found guilty of "repeatedly insulting religion" (and not of
“malicious blasphemy”) and was sentenced to a 10-month suspended sentence by the
Criminal Court of First Instance. The case is currently pending before the Criminal
Appeals Court.

* According to Greek Criminal Law, for the completion of both crimes of “malicious
blasphemy” and “insulting religion”, the “malicious” character of the criminal conduct of
the perpetrator is required, as a mens rea element. Therefore, any mere expression of
opinion, even in the form of objection, disapproval or disagreement, cannot be regarded
as “malicious blasphemy” or “insulting religion”.

« It should be noted that certain articles of the Criminal Code, including the
abovementioned ones, are currently under review by the competent law-drafting
Committee.

« In conclusion, Greece emphasizes the substantial promotion and protection of freedom of
expression -as a fundamental prerequisite for building inclusive democracies and
enhancing intercultural dialogue, peace and good governance- by undertaking various
initiatives towards this direction. In this context and as far as media freedom, online and
offline, is concerned, Greece participates, in the core group of countries (Argentina,
Austria, Costa Rica, France and Tunisia), who annually submit, since 2013 onwards,
thematic resolutions on the “Protection of Journalists” to the Human Rights Council
(Resolution 27/5), as well as on the “Safety of Journalists and the Issue of Impunity” to
the Third Committee of the UN General Assembly (Resolutions 68/163 and 69/185).
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