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 حقوق الإنسان مجلس
 والعشرونالدورة التاسعة 

 من جدول الأعمال 3 البند
المدنيةة والسياسةية واتصتدةا ية  تعزيز وحماية جميع حقوق الإنسان،

    بما في ذلك الحق في التنمية واتجتماعية والثقافية،
 الدائمةة اليونةان بعثةةموجهة مة   ٢٠١٥يوليه /تموز ٧مذكرة شفوية مؤرخة   

لةةدم مبتةةم اامةةح المتحةةدة فةةي جنيةةا والمن مةةاى الدوليةةة ااخةةرم فةةي 
   سويسرا إلى مفوضية اامح المتحدة السامية لحقوق الإنسان

تهــــدث  الــــن الدائــــاى الدا مــــن لــــد  ميتــــن الأمــــم المتحــــدة   جندــــ  والمن مــــا  الدولدــــن  
الإئسـاى  وتترـرب  ـتى ت ـد  الأخر    سايسرا تحداتهـا لى  موايـدن الأمـم المتحـدة السـامدن   ـا  

الـــقث تدمتـــع  د ـــن  2015 مـــايا/أيـــا  21 طدـــع تااد ـــا  ايامـــن الدائـــاى عاـــلم البدـــاى ا  ـــ  المـــ   
مراســااى  ــو اــدول الدولدــن  و ــ  من مــن تــر ايامدــن  ا  مرإــمج استرــا ث خــا   لى   اــ  ا ــا  

 .(A/HRC/29/NGO/16من جدول الأعمال ) 3د البن تحتالإئساى   لو تع التاسان والاررين 
ـ أى السـامدن الموايـدن مـن الدا مـن الدائـاى  الن وترجا   اعتبـا   ويد ـن مـن المرفـ*    الـن  متام 

     ‬‬.من جدول الأعمال 3 البند تحتويا * الدو ة التاسان والاررين لمجا  ا ا  الإئساى  

 
  

 
 

 ‬نسخ إما و ل  و الاغن التي تُد  بها ف ط.أُستُ   
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Annex  

[English only] 

  Comments of the Government of Greece in relation to the 
written statement submitted by Reporters Sans Frontiers 
International – Reporters Without Borders International  

With reference to the written statement submitted by the “Reporters Without Boarders 

International”, NGO in special consultative status (A/HRC/29/NGO/16) and, in specific, the 

“blasphemy” case mentioned therein, Greece would like to inform the Human Rights Council on 

the following: 

• A blogger was arrested, on September 2013, for parodying a well-known Greek Orthodox 

monk, said to have prophetic powers, and he was charged with “malicious blasphemy” 

(“punished by imprisonment up to two years”, art. 198 Criminal Code) and “insulting 

religion” (“punished by imprisonment up to two years”, art. 199 Criminal Code). 

• On January 2014, he was found guilty of "repeatedly insulting religion" (and not of 

“malicious blasphemy”) and was sentenced to a 10-month suspended sentence by the 

Criminal Court of First Instance. The case is currently pending before the Criminal 

Appeals Court. 

• According to Greek Criminal Law, for the completion of both crimes of “malicious 

blasphemy” and “insulting religion”, the “malicious” character of the criminal conduct of 

the perpetrator is required, as a mens rea element. Therefore, any mere expression of 

opinion, even in the form of objection, disapproval or disagreement, cannot be regarded 

as “malicious blasphemy” or “insulting religion”. 

• It should be noted that certain articles of the Criminal Code, including the 

abovementioned ones, are currently under review by the competent law-drafting 

Committee. 

• In conclusion, Greece emphasizes the substantial promotion and protection of freedom of 

expression -as a fundamental prerequisite for building inclusive democracies and 

enhancing intercultural dialogue, peace and good governance- by undertaking various 

initiatives towards this direction. In this context and as far as media freedom, online and 

offline, is concerned, Greece participates, in the core group of countries (Argentina, 

Austria, Costa Rica, France and Tunisia), who annually submit, since 2013 onwards, 

thematic resolutions on the “Protection of Journalists” to the Human Rights Council 

(Resolution 27/5), as well as on the “Safety of Journalists and the Issue of Impunity” to 

the Third Committee of the UN General Assembly (Resolutions 68/163 and 69/185). 

    

 


