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DL www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/fourfreedoms..
T8, http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/reports/255/hdr_1994 en_complete_nostats.pdf, 25 6 71 .
T8, http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/reports/255/hdr_1994 en_complete_nostats.pdf, &5 23 7.

See Colin Archer and Annette Willi, Opportunity Costs: Military Spending and the UN’s
Development Agenda (Geneva, International Peace Bureau, 2012). See also Colin Archer, Warfare or
Welfare. Disarmament for development in the 21st Century (Geneva, International Peace Bureau,
2005), p.9.

BRI CHNE PR L R, BEPH, 1998 £ 11 A. &N, Joseph Wronka, Human Rights and
Social Policy in the 21st Century (New York, University Press of America, 1992).

. http://nnsa.energy.gov/aboutus/ourprograms/defenseprograms . 4 i, https://www.osti.gov/open
net/forms.jsp? formurl=document/press/pc26.html.

Los Alamos National Laboratory, see www.lanl.gov/index.php; http://energy.gov/articles/top-10-
things-you-didnt-know-about-los-alamos-national-laboratory.

See International Peace Bureau, “Opportunity costs: military spending and the UN’s development
agenda” (Geneva, 2012), definition of military spending on p. 15. See also SIPRI definition, available
from www.sipri.org/research/armaments/milex/milex_database/copy_of_sources_methods.
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DL http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/MS.MIL.XPND.GD.ZS.
SIPRI, Fact Sheet April 2014, “Trends in world military expenditure, 2013”.

DL Friends Committee on National Legislation, http://fcnl.org/action/alert/2014/0408/;https://
www.warresisters.org/sites/default/files/FY2015piechart-BW.pdf; andhttps://www.nationalpriorities.
org/budget-basics/federal-budget-101/spending/.

See www.un.org/disarmament/over-armed/. See also Melissa Gillis, Disarmament: A Basic Guide
(New York, United Nations, 2012), available from www.un.org/disarmament/HomePage/ODA
Publications/AdhocPublications/PDF/Basic_Guide-2011-web-Rev1.pdf#page=15. See also www.
un.org/disarmament/HomePage/ODAPublications/AdhocPublications/PDF/guide.pdf.

See https://research.hks.harvard.edu/publications/workingpapers/citation.aspx?Publd=8956 Joseph
Stiglitz and Linda Bilmes, “There will be no peace dividend after Afghanistan”, Financial Times, 24
January 2013.

I www.un.org/documents/ga/conf151/aconf15126-1annex1.htm.

Dwight D. Eisenhower, The Chance for Peace, 16 April 1953, available from www.edchange.org/
multicultural/speeches/ike_chance_for_peace.html.

I www.icanw.org/the-facts/catastrophic-harm/a-diversion-of-public-resources/.
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L www.nuclearsecurityproject.org/publications/next-steps-in-reducing-nuclear-risks-the-pace-of-non
proliferation-work-today-doesnt-match-the-urgency-of-the-threat.

M, “The Sinews of Peace” Fulton, Missouri, 5 March 1946, available from www.history
guide.org/europe/churchill.html.

See www.globalzero.org/ and www.globalzero.org/get-the-facts/cost-of-nukes.

Mikhail Gorbachev, “Resetting the Nuclear Disarmament Agenda”, Geneva lecture, 5 October 2009,
available from www.unitar.org/gls/third-edition. See alsowww.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/qa-
25-years-on-gorbachev-recalls-nuclear-milestone/472644.html; and www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-L
k9m-Waqyo0.

W, Chatham House, Too Close for Comfort. Cases of Near Nuclear Use and Options for Policy
(London, 2014), available from www.chathamhouse.org/publications/papers/view/199200. See also
http://nsarchive.wordpress.com/2013/10/09/document-friday-narrative-summaries-of-accidents-
involving-nuclear-weapons/;  www.theguardian.com/world/interactive/2013/sep/20/goldsboro-revisi
ted-declassified-document; www.newyorker.com/arts/critics/books/2013/09/30/130930crbo_ books_
menand?currentPage=all; and Eric Schlosser, Command and Control: Nuclear Weapons, the
Damascus Accident, and the Illusion of Safety (The Penguin Press HC, 2013).
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See www.roberthjackson.org/the-man/speeches-articles/speeches/speeches-related-to-robert-h-jackso
n/the-crime-of-waging-aggressive-war/.

A first strike would certainly be incompatible with the Advisory Opinion of the International Court of
Justice on the Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons. See www.icj-
cij.org/docket/files/95/7495.pdf. See also the United States deterrence fact sheet, available from
www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2013/06/19/fact-sheet-nuclear-weapons-employment-strategy-
united-states; Francis Boyle, The Criminality of Nuclear Deterrence (Atlanta, Georgia, Clarity Press,
2002): see www.claritypress.com/files/Boylel.html; andwww.nytimes.com/2014/06/14/upshot/the-
lack-of-major-wars-may-be-hurting-economic-growth.html?_r=1.

Cicero, Tusculan Disputations.
See Colin Archer, Warfare or Welfare (see footnote 13), p. 35.

See www.usip.org/publications/the-news-media-and-peace-processes-the-middle-east-and-northern-ir
eland www.globalresearch.ca/stop-the-disinformation-war-machine-support-independent-media/531
1094,
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See www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-01-31/lockheed-remains-top-in-weapon-sales-ranking-amid-rus
sian-rise.html.

See www.un.org/disarmament/WMD/Nuclear/NPTtext.shtml.
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“Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori,” Horace.

Colin Archer, Whose Priorities? (Geneva, International Peace Bureau, 2007).
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www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/int/nato-spending.htm .t . www.whitehouse.gov/photos-
and-video/video/2014/03/26/president-obama-holds-press-conference. 7 [ th A1 B 8 1 ZE H 57
I, ottawacitizen.com/news/national/defence-watch/germany-to-increase-defence-budget-but-rejects-
gdp-percentage-method-for-mapping-levels-of-military-spending

See www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/download/011453_tni_eurodrones_inc_br_3e.pdf.
SRR ABONEEA B el i Bk, A o SRERAR(A/HRC/25/59).

DL 2005 it TS B, 5 130-139 B, WANFAIMTTE: www.unric.org/html/english/
library/backgrounders/R2P.pdf .

See www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+MOTION+P7-RC-2014-0201+
0+DOC+XML+VO//EN.

Eric Berman, Small Arms Survey, various articles, available from www.smallarmssurvey.org/armed-
actors/state-security-forces.html.
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I www.reachingcriticalwill.org/disarmament-fora/others/hinw/nayarit-2014/report..

I John Borrie and Tim Caughley, After Oslo: Humanitarian Perspectives and the Changing Nuclear
Weapons Discourse (Geneva, UNIDIR, 2013).

I www.unog.ch/80256EDD006B8954/%28httpAssets%29/CCBOAA6D778C809EC1257CDE0044CD
66/$file/1316 ASG+Moller%27s+address_AsDelivered.pdf.

I www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2010/dcf457.doc.htm.

DL www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47417.
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I www.un.org/apps/news/newsmakers.asp?NewsID=100#sthash.T597 InnU.dpuf .

L www.icj-cij.org/presscom/files/0/18300.pdf .

=

www.wagingpeace.org/the-nuclear-zero-lawsuits-taking-nuclear-weapons-to-court/ .
I www.un.org/disarmament/ATT/, www.un.org/sg/dsg/statements/index.asp?nid=514,
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Carlos Vill&-Duré&, The Emerging Right to Peace: Its Legal Foundations (Cambridge, United
Kingdom, Intersentia, 2014). David Cortright, Peace: A History of Movements and Ideas (Cambridge,
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[English only]
Excerpts from or full text of relevant documents

Questionnaire sent to States, intergovernmental
organizations, national human rights institutions and selected
non-governmental institutions on 20 February 2014

1. What is the level of information provided to the population at large on military
expenditures, including Army, Navy and Air Force contingents, military research, the
production and stockpiling of weapons, maintaining domestic military bases and military
bases in foreign countries, national defence, intelligence and surveillance, anti-terrorism,
involvement in armed conflicts, private military and security companies, etc.?

2. What is the level of secrecy that accompanies military expenditures, including
concerning weapons of mass destruction? What safeguards exist to prevent abuse and waste,
especially when the crucial information is “classified” and not subject to public debate?

3. What measures are in place to ensure budget and fiscal transparency, and to what
extent can the electorate participate in establishing budget priorities?

4, Does the Government pro-actively seek to inform the public and to obtain input
from civil society and non-governmental organizations concerning military expenditures?

5. Are official or unofficial opinion polling on military expenditures and public
referenda on aspects of the military budget conducted, e.g. concerning the continued
production and/or testing of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction,
concerning measures of “surveillance” of communications, telephone and internet?

6. What is the actual level of all military-related expenditures in real terms, and what
actual percentage of national budgets (not percentage of GNP) does this represent,
regardless of whether the expenditures are separately assigned to the “defence” budget, the
“intelligence” budget, the “anti-terrorism” budget, the “research” budget?

7. By comparison, what is the percentage of national budgets devoted to education and
health care, medical research, the administration of justice, road safety, infrastructures, etc.?

8. What level of accountability exists when military expenses exceed the budget
approved by Parliament?

9. What strategies, if any, exist to reorient budget priorities away from military
expenditures and into the promotion of all human rights, the protection of the environment,
climate change, clean water, sustainable energy, medicine and other peacetime industries as
well as to achieve the millennium development goals and the post 2015 development
agenda? To what extent can civil society and human rights institutions participate in
shaping these strategies?

10.  What strategies, if any, exist to recycle the workforce away from military industries
into peacetime industries, conservation, medical research, renewable energy sources,
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maintenance of infrastructures. To what extent can civil society and human rights
institutions participate in shaping these strategies?

11.  Are there regional agreements in force (e.g. military alliances) that commit the State
to devote a certain percentage of its budget to military expenses? If so, what percentage and
how is it enforced?

GE.14-08729 27



A/HRC/27/51

Annex 11

28

Agenda for the expert consultation, 15 May 2014

09:00 - 09:15

09:15-11:00

11:15-13:00

14:00 - 16:00

16:15-17:30

17:30

Opening
remarks

Session 1

Session 2

Session 3

Session 4

Closing
remarks

Welcome and introduction by the Independent Expert,
Mr. Alfred de Zayas. Objectives of the consultation, including
overview of the requirements of the report

Transparency in budget and fiscal matters relating to military
expenditures/ Trends in military expenditures worldwide

Main resource persons*: Tobias Bock (Transparency
International), Pieter Wezeman (SIPRI), Philipp Fluri (DCAF)

Moderator: Mr. de Zayas

Transparency (cont’d)/Obstacles to the meaningful
participation of the public in determining budget and fiscal
policies

Main resource persons*: Jamie Shea (NATO), Colin Archer
(IPB), Andrew Lane (QCEA)

Moderator: Mr. de Zayas

How resources currently devoted to the military-industrial
complex could be redirected to the promotion of peace and
development

Main resource persons*: Jan Grebe (BICC), Melanie De Groof
(GRIP), Mar & Mufoz (WILPF),

Moderator: Mr. de Zayas

Strengthening national and international security through the
promotion of human rights

Main resource persons*: Nils Duquet (Flemish Peace Institute),
Marc Bossuyt (University of Antwerp), Filip Reyniers
(International Peace Information Service)

Moderator: Mr. de Zayas

Preliminary conclusions and recommendations
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Community of Latin American and Caribbean States
Proclamation of Latin America and the Caribbean as a zone
of peace, 29 January 2014 (full text)

The Heads of State and Government of the Community of Latin American and
Caribbean States (CELAC) gathered in Havana, Cuba on January 28 and 29, 2014 at the
second Summit, on behalf of their peoples and faithfully interpreting their hopes and
aspirations,

Reaffirming the commitment of member countries with the Purposes and Principles
enshrined in the United Nations Charter and International Law, and aware of the fact that
prosperity and stability in the region contribute to international peace and security,

Mindful that peace is a supreme asset and a legitimate aspiration of all peoples and
that preserving peace is a substantial element of Latin America and Caribbean integration
and a principle and common value of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean
States (CELAC),

Reaffirming that integration consolidates the vision of a fair International order
based on the right to peace and a culture of peace, which excludes the use of force and non-
legitimate means of defense, such as weapons of mass destruction and nuclear weapons in
particular,

Highlighting the relevance of the Tlatelolco Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean establishing the first nuclear weapon free
zone in a densely populated area, this being a contribution to peace and to regional and
international security,

Reiterating the urgent need of General and Complete Nuclear Disarmament, as well
as the commitment with the Strategic Agenda of the Organization for the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL), adopted by the 33
Member States of the Organization in the General Conference held in Buenos Aires in
August, 2013.

Recalling the principles of peace, democracy, development and freedom underlying
the actions of countries members of SICA,

Recalling the decision of UNASUR Heads of State of consolidating South America
as a Zone of Peace and Cooperation,

Recalling the establishment, in 1986, of the Zone of Peace and Cooperation of the
South Atlantic,

Recalling also our commitment, agreed in the Declaration of the Summit of Unity of
Latin America and the Caribbean, on 23 February 2010, to promote the implementation of
our own mechanisms for the for peaceful conflict resolution,

Reiterating our commitment to consolidate Latin America and the Caribbean as a
Zone of Peace, in which differences between nations are peacefully settled through
dialogue and negotiations or other means, fully consistent with International Law,

Cognizant also of the catastrophic global and long-term humanitarian impact of the
use of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction, and the ongoing
discussions on this issue,
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Declare:

Latin America and the Caribbean as a Zone of Peace based on respect for the
principles and rules of International Law, including the international instruments to which
Member States are a party to, the Principles and Purposes of the United Nations Charter;

Our permanent commitment to solve disputes through peaceful means with the aim
of uprooting forever threat or use of force in our region;

The commitment of the States of the region with their strict obligation not to
intervene, directly or indirectly, in the internal affairs of any other State and observe the
principles of national sovereignty, equal rights and self-determination of peoples;

The commitment of the peoples of Latin American and Caribbean to foster
cooperation and friendly relations among themselves and with other nations irrespective of
differences in their political, economic, and social systems or development levels; to
practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good neighbors;

The commitment of the Latin American and Caribbean States to fully respect for the
inalienable right of every State to choose its political, economic, social, and cultural system,
as an essential conditions to ensure peaceful coexistence among nations;

The promotion in the region of a culture of peace based, inter alia, on the principles
of the United Nations Declaration on a Culture of Peace;

The commitment of the States in the region to guide themselves by this Declaration
in their International behavior;

The commitment of the States of the region to continue promoting nuclear
disarmament as a priority objective and to contribute with general and complete
disarmament, to foster the strengthening of confidence among nations;

We urge all Member States of the International Community to fully respect this Declaration
in their relations with CELAC Member States.
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PEN International Bled Manifesto of the Writers for Peace
Committee (full text)

PEN International, the world’s leading association of writers, promotes a culture of
peace based on freedom of expression, dialogue, and exchange. PEN is dedicated to
linguistic and cultural diversity and to the vibrancy of languages and their cultures whether
spoken by many or few. PEN International’s Writers for Peace Committee has therefore
approved this Manifesto calling for the universal right to peace, based on the Lugano
Declaration for Peace and Freedom (1987), the Appeal of Linz Protesting Against the
Degradation of the Environment (2009) and the Belgrade Declaration (2011). It was
adopted by the Assembly of Delegates at the 79th PEN International Congress in Reykjavik
(September 2013).

Bled Manifesto of the Writers for Peace Committee:

(@  All individuals and peoples have a right to peace and this right should be
recognized by the United Nations as a universal human right.

(b)  PEN promotes discussion and dialogue between writers from countries in
conflict and across regions of the world where wounds are open and political will is unable
to address tensions.

(c)  PEN seeks to bring together people from around the world through literature
and discussion amongst writers and with the broad public.

(d)  PEN considers one of the world’s greatest challenges to be the transition
from violence to debate, discussion and dialogue. We aim to be active participants in this
process promoting where necessary the principles of international law.

(e) In order to achieve the conditions for peace, freedom of expression and
creativity in all its forms must be respected and protected as a fundamental right so long as
it respects all other basic human rights in accordance with the principles of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

f PEN acknowledges that it is of primary importance to be permanently
committed to creating conditions that can lead to ending conflicts of all kinds. There is
neither freedom without peace, nor peace without freedom; social and political justice is
inaccessible without peace and freedom.

(9)  Inorder to achieve sustainable conditions for peace, PEN calls for the respect
of the environment in conformity with the Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development (1992). We condemn the excesses of technology and financial speculation
that contribute to the impoverishment of a large part of the world’s population.

(n)  PEN respects and defends the dignity of all human beings. PEN opposes
injustice and violence wherever they are found, including oppression, colonisation, illegal
occupation and terrorism.

(i) In accordance with the principles of freedom of expression and justice, every
individual or group involved in conflict has the right to demand non-violent solutions to
conflict and should be free to petition and appeal to international institutions and
government authorities.

()] All children have the right to receive a comprehensive peace and human
rights education. PEN promotes the implementation of this right.
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Declaration of Brussels: Toward a democratic and equitable
international order, 16/17 October 2013 (full text)

Recalling and affirming:

@) the “Appeal for the Establishment of a Parliamentary Assembly at the United
Nations” of April 2007,

(b)  the “Conclusions regarding policies of the Campaign for a UN Parliamentary
Assembly” of November 2007,

(c)  the “Statement on the establishment of a United Nations Parliamentary
Assembly and the Inter-Parliamentary Union” of November 2008,

(d) the “Call for global democratic oversight of international financial and
economic institutions” of April 2009, and

(e)  the “Declaration of Buenos Aires” of October 2010,

We, the participants in the Campaign for the Establishment of a United Nations
Parliamentary Assembly (UNPA), reiterate our joint appeal to the United Nations and its
member states to advance the necessary processes for the establishment of a Parliamentary
Assembly at the United Nations.

We express our concern that in the intergovernmental realm no adequate measures
have been taken to address the democratic deficit of global governance in general and of the
United Nations in particular.

We reiterate our view that a UNPA is a vital component to strengthen democratic
participation in and the democratic legitimacy of the United Nations as well as other
intergovernmental organizations such as the World Bank Group, the International Monetary
Fund, and the World Trade Organization.

A UNPA would enable citizen representatives, i.e. elected parliamentarians, to be
directly involved in global political deliberations, agenda-setting, and decision-making, in a
formalized and institutionalized manner.

Global problems require global solutions. The daily lives of the world’s citizens are
increasingly shaped by economic, social and political forces that transcend national
boundaries and demonstrate a growing need for more inclusive, effective and transparent
global governance.

The universality of human rights and the necessity of a democratic basis for
legitimate governance are widely acknowledged. Yet, far too many people are denied their
human rights and democratic participation. We are convinced that a UNPA as a global
democratic body of elected representatives would strengthen the practice of democratic
governance and fulfillment of human rights regionally, nationally and locally. Conversely,
we believe that excluding democratic principles and participation from global governance
undermines democracy at the regional, national, and local levels.

We emphasize our conviction that a UNPA needs to be inclusive and open for
participation of parliamentarians of all UN member states and observer states. We
acknowledge that ensuring the democratic character of a UNPA presents challenges. We
are convinced that these challenges can be overcome, and that with political will a
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parliamentary assembly for the United Nations can be constructed in a manner that is both
representative and legitimate.

We welcome the decision of the UN’s Human Rights Council to mandate an
Independent Expert on the Promotion of a Democratic and Equitable International Order,
and encourage the Independent Expert to keep considering the question of a UNPA and in
particular to examine possible processes towards its creation.

We welcome the recent and ongoing broad-based consultations among a wide range
of governmental and nongovernmental stakeholders, to develop a global consensus on the
Post-2015 Development Agenda. We feel encouraged that these consultations have
emphasized (1) the importance of a “rights-based” approach to sustainable development;
and (2) the necessity of a comprehensive, global approach, to address poverty and
inequality in all countries.

The UN High Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development
Agenda recently noted that achieving the post-2015 vision will require “reshaped and
revitalized global governance partnerships” to ensure that “the United Nations, multilateral
systems, and all development actors effectively support the post-2015 development agenda.”
Indeed, we observe that sustaining a multi-stakeholder consensus for shared global goals is
one of the key functions that a UNPA would be expected to provide.

To maintain political support, to reinforce accountability and to bring global
governance in the pursuit of post-2015 development goals closer to those directly affected,
we encourage the creation of a UNPA when the international community adopts its Post-
2015 Development Agenda.

A UNPA is a global parliamentary body that includes distinctive innovative features
that go beyond the characteristics of existing national and regional assemblies and
parliaments. Acting as an institutionalized “network of networks”, a UNPA could allow
representatives of existing parliamentary networks and institutions to formally participate in
its work, thus providing them with more leverage and influence. Consideration should be
given to the possibility of involving local authorities and representatives of indigenous
peoples and nations in the activities of a UNPA.

We affirm that a UNPA can and should evolve gradually. Eventually members of a
UNPA should be directly elected. From the UNPA’s inception its statutes should allow
participating states to opt for direct elections of their delegates if they wish to do so.

With a view to exploring innovative forms of civic participation in a UNPA,
implementing models of electronic direct or “liquid” democracy that allow citizens to
participate in deliberations or to influence decision-making processes could be considered.

We congratulate the European Parliament on its pioneering role in promoting the
establishment of a UNPA, dating back to resolution A3-0331/93 adopted in 1994, and most
recently expressed in resolution P7_TA 0255 of 2011, which called on the EU Council to
introduce the establishment of a UNPA into the proceedings of the UN General Assembly.

We call on the European Parliament and its members as well as on all other
parliaments and their members to reinforce their commitment to more democratic global
governance through continued support for a United Nations Parliamentary Assembly.
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Danish Institute of Human Rights submission on
participation®

Public participation as a human right is a process through which individuals and
groups have an opportunity to influence public decisions. This constitutes the basis of
democratic governance and a key to the promotion and protection of human rights. It is
recognized as fundamental for the legitimacy and authority of government and a crucial
element for the quality, inclusiveness and sustainability of decision making processes.

From a human rights perspective, the ability of the individual to shape their lives
and participate in the realization of human rights is inherent in human dignity. The principle
that the authority of government should be the will of the people is also widely recognized.

The right to participate is rooted in Art 25 of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, which recognizes the rights of every citizen to take part in the conduct of
public affairs, the right to vote and the right to have access to public service.

Under the provisions of the Covenant, states are required to ensure that citizens have
an effective opportunity to enjoy this right, including by initiative of the state being actively
involved in public decision-making processes (working groups, observation groups,
commissions), and to be given space to voice their opinions.

The right to participate in the conduct of public affairs is a composite right and is not
limited to or fulfilled by merely organizing periodic free elections. Additionally, the right is
equally not limited to instances where individuals participate directly in the conduct of
public affairs as members of the legislative or executive branches; or indirectly, through
freely chosen representatives. Individuals also take part in the conduct of public affairs by
exerting influence through public debate and dialogue with their representatives, or through
their capacity to organize themselves. This participation is supported by ensuring freedom
of expression (including the right to access to information), assembly and association.

Taking part in public affairs also goes beyond mere political activities. People may
seek influence in many other ways; therefore the three freedoms mentioned above are
fundamental to all public participation. The close link between these three and democratic
governance is recognized in a number of international documents.

The right to participate in public affairs has been standardized in the sphere of civil
and political rights, but details on the quality and conduct of the participatory process have
been elaborated mostly in the sphere of economic, social and cultural rights (environment,
housing, education, health etc), and in relation to certain groups requiring specific attention,
such as women, children, persons with disabilities, migrants, indigenous peoples and
persons belonging to minorities, among others.

Traditionally, human rights law has taken a somewhat narrow approach to the right
to participation, which is also reflected in the current general comment No. 25 of the
Human Rights Committee on Art 25 of the ICCPR. Under this narrow approach, the right
to participate does not imply a general right to be heard, and even participation itself is a
right which does not belong to everyone in every situation.

93

Submission for a side-event to the Human Rights Council on 11 June 2014, partly based on input
from the Independent Expert, who participated in the Copenhagen workshops in September 2013 and
March 2014.
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However, during the 18 years since the adoption of the general comment, human
rights law has started to gradually move beyond the above described narrow interpretations
of the right to participation. The UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,
as well as a number of other treaty bodies, have adopted general comments pointing to
governments’ responsibility to inform and hear the opinions of groups affected by political
decisions on, among other things, water and sanitation, adequate food and eviction from
houses. Other examples of expansion of consultation rights can be seen in relation to the
rights of certain group requiring particular attention.

Additionally, new human rights instruments have adopted hitherto unprecedented
obligations on States parties to consult with certain groups or with regard to particular
issues. In particular, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities has adopted
unprecedented obligations on States parties to consult with representatives of people with
disabilities in the monitoring mechanisms of the convention.

We are witnessing similar expansion in the understanding of the scope and content
of the right at the national, regional and international level as well. At the international level
states are increasingly called upon to consult with relevant segments of the society before
submitting information to UN human rights bodies and to include them in follow-up
activities on recommendations stemming from these bodies.

While there has been increased recognition of the importance of the right, this has
not been reflected in a corresponding level of international elaboration and standardization
of what the rights and obligations entail or what quality of participation is required and how
it should be enforced. This should establish the duty of states to ensure consultation in the
development, implementation and monitoring of public legislation, policy, programmes and
projects and also that this should involve everyone and not only citizens as is the case when
exercising participation in relation to elections.

The increasing importance attributed to participation as a key principle has spawned
growing interest in defining the extent to which states should open up to wider dialogue
with the general public. The quality and nature of such participatory and consultation
processes has not yet been addressed in an international human rights document that is
generally applicable. Additionally, accountability mechanisms for the conduct and outcome
of participatory processes are either weak or non-existent, or only relate to a very narrow
segment of the process (right to access to information).

The challenge therefore is manifold. It is crucially important to raise awareness
among governments and members of the general public of the current understanding and
interpretation of the right to participate in the conduct of public affairs. Equally important is
to attempt to arrive to a coherent understanding and interpretation of the right to
participation and to fill the concept with content that is generally applicable and can be used
as a tool by communities and relevant authorities at the local, national, regional and
international levels.

The aim is to ensure that participation is recognized as a right at all relevant levels
and to design more informed, effective and legitimate public participation processes with a
strong evaluation and accountability component. There is also a need for new approaches
that emphasize two-way interaction between decision-makers and the public as well as
deliberation among participants. Lastly, enforcement mechanisms should be defined in
order to ensure the implementation of the right at all relevant levels.
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The fifteen countries with the highest military expenditures
in 2013

Spending figures are in US$, at current prices and exchange rates. Figures for
changes are calculated from spending figures in constant (2012) prices.

Rank Spending as a share of GDP (%)”
—_— Spending Change,
2013 2012 Country 2013 ($b.) 2014-13 (%) 2013 2004
1 1 USA 640 12 3.8 3.9
2 2 China 188? 170 2.0° 2.1%
3 3 Russia 87.8% 108 4.1% 3.5°
4 7 Saudi Arabia 67.0 118 9.3 8.1
5 4 France 61.2 -6.4 2.2 2.6
6 6 UK 57.9 -25 2.3 24
7 9 Germany 48.8 3.8 14 14
8 5 Japan 48.6 -0.2 1.0 1.0
9 8 India 474 45 25 2.8
10 12 South Korea 339 42 2.8 25
11 11 Italy 32.7 -26 1.6 2.0
12 10 Brazil 315 48 14 15
13 13 Australia 24.0 19 1.6 1.8
14 16 Turkey 19.1 13 2.3 2.8
15 15 UAE® 19.0? 85 4.7 4.7
Total top 15 1408
World total 1747 26 24 2.4
Notes

& SIPRI estimate.

® The figures for military expenditures as a share of gross domestic product (GDP) are based on
data from the IMF World Economic Outlook database, October 2013.

¢ Data for the United Arab Emirates is for 2012, as figures for 2013 are not available.

% See SIPRI Fact Sheet, available from: http://books.sipri.org/product_info?c_product_id=476.

GE.14-08729


http://books.sipri.org/product_info?c_product_id=476

A/HRC/27/51

Annex VIII

GE.14-08729

Comparison of budget share allocated to military, education
and health care

Economic indicators

% of central government expenditure (2000-2009 %) allocated to

Countries and territories Health Education Defence
Australia 14 10 6
Brazil 6" 6 3
China 0 2 10
France - — -
Germany 20 1 4
India 2 3 13
Italy 14 11 4
Japan 2" 6 4
Republic of Korea 1 15 11
Russian Federation 7 3 12
Saudi Arabia - - -
Turkey 3 10 8
United Arab Emirates 7 17 30"
United Kingdom 15* 4 7
United States 24 3 19

* Data refer to years or periods other than those specified in the column heading. Such data are not
included in the calculation of regional and global averages.

Note: The above table is an excerpt from a UNICEF table of economic indicators of the state of the
world’s children. The complete table is available from www.unicef.org/sowc2012/statistics.php.
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Allocation of income tax dollars 2013 (United States of
America)
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“[...] This imbalanced spending has consequences: cuts in programs that help give
people ladders out of poverty, as well as missed opportunities to prevent war and address

climate change. The Pentagon budget still accounts for 40 cents of every tax dollar the U.S.
Government spends.”

Friends Committee on National Legislation explanation of USA Government spending:
(@  “For current and past wars: 40%

This includes the Pentagon budget and related programs with a military function,
such as nuclear weapons production in the department of energy, and foreign military
assistance (28%); interest on the federal debt accumulated from past Pentagon spending

(7%); and care and benefits for veterans plus other costs and obligations from past wars
(5%).

(b)  For general government operations: 11%

This includes interest on the rest of the federal debt — the part that is not attributable
to past military spending (10%) — and other government operations such as Congress, the
judiciary, most of the department of homeland security, the IRS, treasury, etc. (1%)

(c)  For health care, health care financing and health research: 23%

This includes Medicaid, public health programs, Indian health, the national institutes
of health and the centers for disease control. (Most of the money for Medicare comes from
a dedicated payroll tax, not from income taxes, so the Medicare trust fund, with its separate
income, is not considered part of the “federal funds budget” and is not included here.)
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(d)  Energy, science and the environment: 3%

Includes funding for the Environmental Protection Agency, National Science
Foundation, National Aeronautics and Space Administration, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, most of the Department of the Interior, plus the Forest
Service and Natural Resources Conservation Service.

(e)  Toassist low income households: 16%

This category includes programs such as housing, income, education, and food
assistance that are available to people who meet certain income guidelines. Some help to
alleviate poverty (food assistance, income supplements) while others provide a firm
foundation and ladders out of poverty (such as housing, health care and education.)

(f Development, diplomacy and war prevention: 2%

This tiniest category includes funding for all the ways we relate to the rest of the
world that do not engage our military capacities — the entire State Department, including the
diplomatic corps and the agency for international development, support for the United
Nations and other international institutions and non-military aid to other countries.”%

GE.14-08729

“Where do your tax dollars go?”” Data taken from graph available from
www.fenl.org/assets/flyer/FCNL_Taxes13_final.pdf.
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World nuclear forcess

Country Year of first nuclear test ~ Deployed warheads? Other warheads®  Total inventory
United States 1945 2 150° 5550 ~7 7001
Russia 1949 ~1800 6700° ~8500'
United Kingdom 1952 160 65 225
France 1960 ~290 ~10 ~300
China 1964 - ~250 ~250
India 1974 - 90-110 90-110
Pakistan 1998 - 100-120 100-120
Israel . - ~80 ~80
North Korea 2006 6-8?

Total ~4 400 ~12 865 ~17 270

2 “Deployed” means warheads placed on missiles or located on bases with operational forces.

® These are warheads in reserve, awaiting dismantlement or that require some preparation (e.g.
assembly or loading on launchers) before they become fully operationally available.

¢ In addition to strategic warheads, this figure includes nearly 200 non-strategic (tactical) nuclear

weapons deployed in Europe.

9 This figure includes the United States Department of Defense nuclear stockpile of c. 4,650
warheads and another c. 3,000 retired warheads that are awaiting dismantlement.

¢ This figure includes c. 700 warheads for nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarines (SSBNSs) in
overhaul and bombers, 2,000 non-strategic nuclear weapons for use by short-range naval, air force
and air defence forces, and c. 4,000 retired warheads awaiting dismantlement.

" This includes a military stockpile.

% See SIPRI, SIPRI Yearbook 2013: Armaments, Disarmament and International Security, available
from www.sipriyearbook.org. See also www.ploughshares.org/world-nuclear-stockpile-report.
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