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人权理事会 
第二十四届会议 
议程项目 3 
增进和保护所有人权――公民权利、政治权利、经济、 
社会和文化权利，包括发展权 

  波兰共和国常驻联合国日内瓦办事处代表团 2013年 9月 3日
致联合国人权事务高级专员办事处的普通照会 

 波兰共和国常驻联合国日内瓦办事处及日内瓦其他国际组织代表团向联合国

人权事务高级专员办事处致意，同时代表奥地利共和国常驻代表团和瑞士常驻代

表团，谨此转达在 2013 年 4 月 23 日和 24 日在华沙举办的主题为“记者的安
全：当前的挑战”的国际会议基础上提出的建议。 

 该会议由波兰外交部与奥地利驻波兰大使馆和瑞士驻波兰大使馆合作举办。

来自联合国教育、科学及文化组织、欧洲安全与合作组织和欧洲理事会等国际组

织、国家政府、民间社会、媒体和学术界的代表参加了会议。会议联合主办国，

即奥地利、波兰和瑞士在与会者的密切合作下编写了会议建议。 

 就此，奥地利共和国、波兰共和国和瑞士常驻代表团谨请人权理事会秘书处

将本照会及其附件* 作为理事会第二十四届会议议程项目 3下的文件分发。 

  

 * 附件不译，原文照发。 
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Annex 

[English only] 

  Recommendations of the international conference on “The 
safety of journalists: current challenges”, Warsaw, 23 and 
24 April 2013 

 From 23 to 24 April 2013 the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Poland, in cooperation 
with the Embassy of Switzerland and the Embassy of Austria in Warsaw, organized an 
international conference on the safety of journalists. Among the participants were State 
representatives, representatives of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, 
the Council of Europe and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO), journalists and representatives of non-governmental 
organizations. The discussions led to the following recommendations to improve the safety 
of journalists: 

1. Governments at the national, regional and local levels should fulfill their duty to 
ensure the protection of human rights of everyone, without distinction of any kind. They 
should promote freedom of expression as a cornerstone of democratic societies and 
recognize the key role of journalists therein. 

2. International institutions and Governments should condemn attacks against journalists 
and violations of their rights. International institutions and Governments should call on all 
relevant actors to comply with existing standards on the protection of journalists. 

3. Governments at the national, regional and local levels, international organizations, 
civil society and media organizations should foster dialogue and cooperation in order to 
ensure the protection of the freedom of expression and information and in particular the 
safety of journalists. In this context, international cooperation between ombudsman 
institutions and national human rights institutions plays an important role and should be 
encouraged. 

4. Authorities should provide conditions for a safe media environment to enable 
journalists to perform their work independently and without any interference by, inter alia, 
strengthening national legal frameworks in this regard and by implementing such 
frameworks. They should publicly contest attempts to silence critical voices and raise 
awareness regarding the crucial role of journalists and the media for societies based on the 
rule of law. 

5. Authorities should ensure the necessary protection of journalists and their families. All 
cases of violence against journalists should be investigated, and the perpetrators of crimes 
against journalists must be brought to justice. Every effort has to be made to end the 
impunity of perpetrators. Therefore law enforcement bodies and the judiciary should be 
trained to effectively and promptly investigate violations of the freedom of the media and to 
conduct the respective proceedings. 

6. The protection of journalists should cover all news providers, both professional and 
non-professional, as well as journalistic sources and it should not only extend to times of 
conflict, but also to times of peace. Further consideration should be given to the issue of the 
definition of a journalist. 

7. Further efforts should be made to improve the existing monitoring mechanisms, to 
encourage their close cooperation and to develop a specific international monitoring 
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mechanism for the safety of journalists. Better cooperation and coordination among various 
international, regional and local actors, including in effective early warning mechanisms, 
should be ensured. 

8. Governments should ensure full cooperation with existing human rights protection 
mechanisms, in particular with special rapporteurs and representatives, who play a crucial 
role in promoting freedom of expression, as well as with UNESCO, which has a leading 
role within the United Nations system in this regard. The United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression and the United Nations Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or 
arbitrary executions should be encouraged to continue addressing the issue of the safety of 
journalists in their work. 

9. Governments need to work towards improved access to the Internet, particularly in the 
developing world. Developed countries should continue to support these efforts. Measures 
to expand Internet access, openness and resilience to address censorship or mass 
surveillance by communication technology should be promoted. 

10. The national legal frameworks on the freedom of expression online and offline should 
be strengthened. Internet regulatory solutions, reflecting international standards, should be 
introduced in an open and transparent manner and cover human rights aspects. Internet 
security should not in any way hamper or adversely affect the realization of the freedom of 
expression. 

11. Special training on all aspects of safety, including on how to obtain assistance 
nationally and internationally, should be provided for journalists and supported by media 
organizations and enterprises. The international community should assist in this process, 
where necessary. 

     
 


