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CoBeT Mo npaBaM 4eJjioOBeKa

JABagnath TpeThs ceccus

IIyukT 8 moBecTKH AHS

IMocaenyrommue Mmepbl 4 OCYylIeCTBJIEHHE
Benckoii nexjaapanuu u Ilporpammsl geiicTBui

Bep6auabHast HoTa [10CTOSIHHOIO MpPEeACTABUTEIBCTBA
Pecnyonimkn boarapus npu Otaenenunun Opranusanuu
O0beanHennbIX Hanui U Apyrux MekIyHapoaIHbIX
opranu3zanusix B Kenese ot 19 urons 2013 roga Ha ums
Ynpasienuss BepxoBHoro komuccapa Opranuzauuu
O0bennHennbix Hanuii mo mpaBam 4yejioBeka

IocTostHHOE TpencTaBUTeNbCcTBO PecnyOnuku bonrapus npu Otnenenuu Op-
ranuzanuy OObeanHeHHBIX Hanuii 1 Jpyrux MexJIyHapoIHbIX opraHu3amusx B JKe-
HEBE CBMJIETENBLCTBYET CBOE yBakeHHE cekpeTapuarty CoBeTa 1Mo NpaBaM 4eloBeKa U
HUMEET YeCTh NPEACTABUTh HACTOSLIUM NUCbMEHHBIE 3aMeuaHus BuacTeld boarapuu B
CBSI3U C 3asBlleHHEM MeXAyHapoJHOr0 I'yMaHHCTHYECKOTO M 3THYECKOIO COI03a
(MI'2C) ot 10 utons 2013 roxa mo HyHKTY 8 MOBECTKH IHS.

[MocrosiHHOE mpencraBuTenbCcTBO Pecnybnuku Bonrapus Obuto Obl BechbMa
IpHU3HATENbHO, eclii Obl cekperapuaT CoBeTa MO MpaBaM 4YeJIOBEKA PacIpOCTPaHHII
HACTOSIIYI0 BepOajbHYIO HOTY M NPUJIOXKEHUE K HEH* B KauecTBE JOKYMEHTa JBa-
nuath Tpetbel ceccun CoBeTa MO NMpaBaM YelloBeKa IO MYHKTY 8 MOBECTKH JHS.

* PacmupocTpaHsercs B IOJYyYEHHOM BHJE TOJIBKO HA TOM SA3bIKE, Ha KOTOPOM OHO OBbLIO
MPEACTABIEHO.
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Annex

[English only]

Written comments provided by the Bulgarian authoritiesin
connection with the Statement of the International Humanist
and Ethical Union delivered on 10 June 2013 under HRC
agendaitem 8

In relation to the reported 238 death cases of children in specialized institutions /Sl/,
in 2010 by order of the Prosecutor Genera of the Republic of Bulgaria and following
prosecutor’s investigations, 238 pre-trial crimina proceedings for crimes pursuant to
Article 123 paragraph 1 of the Criminal Code have been ingtituted. To date /June 10, 2013/
259 pre-trial proceedings for death or personal injuries to children in homes for mentally
retarded children have been conducted. 231 criminal proceedings have been completed of
which 222 proceedings have been terminated pursuant to Article 24, paragraph 1 item 1 of
Crimina Procedure Code (CPC) /the act has not been committed or does not constitute a
crime/. 9 have been terminated pursuant to Article 24, paragraph 1, item 3 of CPC /due to
expired statutory limitation/. 10 proceedings have been suspended pursuant to Article 244,
paragraph 1, item 2 of CPC /the offender has not been revealed/ and 18 criminal
proceedings are pending with extended term for investigation.

Investigations have been conducted objectively, comprehensively and completely in
order to clarify the causes of death. Prosecutorial acts enacted to terminate the criminal
proceedings are correct and lawful. Those pre-trial proceedings have been supervised by
Combating Crimes Committed by Minors and Offenses against Minors Department with
the Supreme Cassation Prosecutor's Office and have been monitored in accordance with the
instance control. By order of the Prosecutor General since 2010 the Bulgarian Helsinki
Committee has been provided with the opportunity to appea the decisions for termination
of the criminal proceedings.

The claim of unclear high number of death cases of children in SI and lack of
guarantees for their investigation is unfounded. It should be noted that under the Bulgarian
law and law enforcement practice, for each case of death of a child in an ingtitution,
criminal proceedings shall be instituted and investigation shall be conducted. Over the last
four years the issues of protection and prevention of children are a priority for the Bulgarian
Prosecutor's Office. In this regard, a number of actions have been taken to improve the
efficiency of prosecutors working on cases of children - victims of crime. A Department for
Combating Crimes Committed by Minors and Offenses against Minors has been established
with the Supreme Cassation Prosecutor's Office; specialized prosecutors’ network has been
established including 211 prosecutors - contact points in each prosecutor’s office in
Bulgaria; cooperation with other institutions and NGOs in the field of observance of the
rights of the child in accordance with international standards has been significantly
improved. Based on the multidisciplinary approach, trainings for the authorities dealing
with pretrial proceedings are being conducted periodically.

As regards the above-mentioned 22 inspections in the Sl, it should be clarified that
they have been conducted in 2010 in accordance with Order Ne 523 / 02.03.2010 of the
Prosecutor General of Bulgaria by joint teams of prosecutors, representatives of the State
Agency for Child Protection, Agency for Social Assistance, Bulgarian Helsinki Committee,
local authorities, physicians and psychologists. The purpose of those inspections was to
find out any violations committed by officials in the Sl and resulting in inflicting death,
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physical injury or discrediting of children. As a result of these actions investigation of all
identified deaths of children has been carried out by the competent authorities of the pretrial
proceedings in strict compliance with the principles of independence and objectivity.
Currently carrying out periodic inspections of Sl is an established practice. These

inspections are carried out by the above joint teams led by prosecutors from the respective
local prosecution offices.

The Government of Bulgaria would like to confirm its strong commitment to
prevent similar cases of mistreatment of children in the Sl in the future.
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