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Совет по правам человека 
Двадцать третья сессия 
Пункт 3 повестки дня 
Поощрение и защита всех прав человека,  
гражданских, политических, экономических,  
социальных и культурных прав,  
включая право на развитие 

  Вербальная нота от 29 мая 2013 года Постоянного 
представительства Греции при Отделении 
Организации Объединенных Наций и других 
международных организациях в Женеве в адрес 
Управления Верховного комиссара Организации 
Объединенных Наций по правам человека 

 Постоянное представительство Греции при Отделении Организации Объ-
единенных Наций и других международных организациях в Женеве свидетель-
ствует свое почтение Управлению Верховного комиссара Организации Объеди-
ненных Наций по правам человека и имеет честь препроводить настоящим за-
мечания правительства Греции в связи с письменным заявлением от 10 мая 
2013 года, представленным "Федерацией турок Западной Фракии в Европе", яв-
ляющейся неправительственной организацией со специальным консультатив-
ным статусом (A/HRC/23/NGO/35). 

 Постоянное представительство Греции любезно просит Управление Вер-
ховного комиссара распространить прилагаемый текст* в качестве документа 
двадцать третьей сессии Совета по правам человека по пункту 3 повестки дня. 

  

 * Распространяется в приложении в том виде, в котором он был получен, только  
на языке представления. 

Организация Объединенных Наций A/HRC/23/G/3
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Annex 

[English only] 

Referring to the written statement submitted by the NGO “Federation of Western 
Thrace Turks in Europe’’, under agenda item 3, of the 23rd session of the Human 
Rights Council, Greece would like to raise the following points:   

Freedom of association is fully protected in the Greek legal order and guaranteed by 
the Constitution. 

There is no specific legislation on minority associations. The general provisions of 
the Civil Code are applicable in this respect. Associations are to be registered with 
the Greek Courts which exercise, for that purpose, a control of legality, and not of 
opportunity. These procedures have recently been simplified by the newly adopted 
modifications to article 80 of the Greek Civil Code which clearly provide that  
associations are registered with the Court by simply fulfilling the requirements of the 
law (Law 4055/2012 articles 1 and 17). 

With regard to the three minority associations mentioned in the above referred 
statement (Bekir Ousta group of cases), these are indeed not officially registered,  
because their statute was found incompatible with the Greek legislation by the 
Courts. The associations appealed to the European Court of Human Rights for  
violation of article 11 of the European Charter of Human Rights. The judgments  
rendered were in favor of the associations. 

Greece fully respects the judgments of the European Court based on the principles 
upheld by the Council of Europe, the European Convention of Human Rights and 
other important human rights instruments instruments. 

Full implementation of the judgments is pending, due to procedural reasons. Greek 
authorities are currently considering the most appropriate means and ways to  
implement the decisions, including possible legislative adjustments. There is also an 
ongoing constructive dialogue with the Department for the Execution of the  
European Court's judgments of the Council of Europe on this issue. 

Moreover, recent Greek Courts judgments on similar cases take into account the  
requirements of article 11 of the ECHR as interpreted by the Court of Human Rights, 
following the ruling of the Supreme Court of Greece in the case of the minority  
association "South Evros Educational and Cultural Association of Western Thrace 
Minority", also mentioned in the above referred statement. 

It should be noted that there is thriving, multi-faceted and pluralistic civil society in 
Thrace, where the members of the Muslim minority of Greece reside. A large number 
of minority associations and NGOs have been registered with the competent courts 
and operate without impediments. Thus, they preserve, highlight and promote all  
aspects of the cultural, educational and economic life of the minority. Even the three 
associations in question, albeit not officially registered, do engage freely in  
numerous activities. 

Greece is committed to ensuring full respect of the freedom of association for all, as 
guaranteed by the European Convention on Human Rights and the jurisprudence of 
the European Court for Human Rights.  

    


