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  Nota de la Secretaría 

 La Secretaría del Consejo de Derechos Humanos transmite adjunta la comunicación 
presentada por la Comisión de Derechos Humanos de Sudáfrica**, que se reproduce a 
continuación de conformidad con el artículo 7 b) del reglamento que figura en el anexo de 
la resolución 5/1 del Consejo, según el cual la participación de las instituciones nacionales 
de derechos humanos se basará en las disposiciones y prácticas convenidas por la Comisión 
de Derechos Humanos, incluida la resolución 2005/74, de 20 de abril de 2005. 

 
 
 
 

  
 ∗ Institución nacional de derechos humanos con acreditación de la categoría "A" ante el Comité 

Internacional de Coordinación de las Instituciones Nacionales para la Promoción y la Protección de 
los Derechos Humanos. 

 ** Se reproduce en el anexo como se recibió, en el idioma en que se presentó únicamente. 
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Anexo 

  Written contribution by the South African Human Rights 
Commission on the report of the Special Rapporteur of the 
right to food on his mission to South Africa 

  19th Session of the Human Rights Council  
(27 February – 23 March 2012) 

The South African Human Rights Commission is a national human rights institution with 
“A” status accreditation under the Paris Principles.  

The South African Human Rights Commission welcomes the opportunity to contribute to 
the Special Rapporteurs Report on his Mission to South Africa. 

The right to food is not only inextricably linked to human dignity but goes to the core of 
human survival.  The Special Rapporteur highlighted the gross inequalities in income in 
South Africa and the high levels of poverty experienced by the majority of the population. 
The stark reality is that many people in South Africa, and in particular those who are 
vulnerable, such as children, the elderly, persons with disabilities, the rural poor and 
women do not have sufficient food and are hungry and starving.  

The South African Human Rights Commission is delighted that the Special Rapporteur has 
supported other United Nations treaty bodies and mechanisms, such as the Universal 
Periodic Review Process, in recommending that South Africa should ratify the International 
Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR). This would be an important 
step in South Africa demonstrating at an international level its commitment to ensuring that 
the right to food is all enjoyed by everyone in the country.  

The South African Human Rights Commission welcomes the recommendations of the 
Special Rapporteur which promotes a strong rights-based approach by government and the 
need for accountability and independent monitoring. As South Africa’s national human 
rights institution we will promote the recommendations at a domestic level and monitor 
government’s implementation thereof. 

    


