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: Most of the submissions made and a summary of discussions of the consultation meeting

containing various recommendations made by participants are available at http://www2.ohchr.org/

english/issues/climatechange/study.htm.
2

For example, in a joint statement on International Human Rights Day, 10 December 2008,
the special procedures mandate holders of the Human Rights Council emphasized that climate change has
“potentially massive human rights and development implications”.

} AG/RES.2429 (XXXVIII-O/08), Human rights and climate change in the Americas; Male’
Declaration on the Human Dimension of Global Climate Change, 2007.

4 Many of these studies and reports have been submitted to the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and are available at: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/
issues/ climatechange/submissions.htm.
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: United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), art. 1, para. 2. The

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) uses a similar definition, the main difference being
that IPCC covers all aspects of climate change and does not make a distinction between climate change
attributable to human activity and climate change and variability attributable to natural causes.

6 IPCC was set up jointly by the World Meteorological Organization (WMQO) and the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in 1988 to provide authoritative assessments, based on
the best available scientific literature, on climate change causes, impacts and possible response strategies.

7 Climate Change 2007 - Synthesis Report, adopted at I[PCC Plenary XXVII, Valencia,
Spain, 12-17 November 2007 (IPCC AR4 Synthesis Report), p. 72.

8 See IPCC AR4 Working Group I (WGI) Report, pp. 23-25.



A/HRC/10/61
page 6

P RL0 A0 S50 ) 52 Wi

8. L AERARMEAT O K R AU A b BT LRSI () 3 AR A
= DU T ARG /N R K T AR 4
R AT ) LV ST B ANEE
= B S R ERR I e AR A
L R T RS- NI AE /RPN
= B U 5 RN (5 KURTRE K)o
9. T Z VAL NI W 1Y 22 (1 B RO TE 40 45 s 7 B IR X e AR A
Rt g min NI 2E G o CH DUIR AL R 35 ) MR T o8 A B 258w . 7S
R M. K. MR, HEA, AT, NEEEEMats, " DUFVBR A
PR NI 52 W0 k20 i 3 2 v (1 2 L8 4Tk

R 25 440 15 24 T S

10, Jr s BORER 2 A il = R HE ORI B B B U AR HE L 2 20)
NG N A B S A B K RN, AR AR S e SR AN AT, AE
1) b 3o K 3 R i 3 A BE 55 (1 DR [ 5, At AR S e N SR BT U R AL AL A
JH 5 70N 1R DXl AT R 5K

11 AR RO I A AT A ORAE (LD 2 3 (O “2F &)
e JLrRRLE R4 2 U7 N AE A P R L JF AR IR AT [RE A X D AT A
B HMGE " RITMERGE, 1 K38 B 5K« N R S X AT R AR AL B3 A R R
Wiy 7, JF HW 78 73 % 18 B R J b R K L R 9l o 3 AR AR AL A R RS w7 A
AN 20 B B AN B L A O TR SR R B B R . T oy
“CORAP IR WY bR as A RGO H TR AL R e Bk e .

? With the exception of impacts on tropical cyclones, the IPCC AR4 considers these impacts

very likely (more than 90 per cent certainty). Projections on increased intensity of tropical cyclones are
considered /ikely (more than 66 per cent certainty).

10" See IPCC AR4 Synthesis Report, pp. 48-53.

i UNFCCC, art. 3, paras. 1 and 2.
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2" While UNFCCC does not include specific greenhouse gas reduction targets, its Kyoto

Protocol assigns legally binding caps on greenhouse gas emissions for industrialized countries and
emerging economies for the period 2008-2012. The Protocol entered into force in 2005 and has to date
been ratified by 183 parties to UNFCCC.

5 See IPCC AR4 Working Group I1I (WGIII) Report, pp. 99-100.

" Four other scenarios of higher stabilization levels estimate the likely temperature increases in
the range of 2.8° C to 6.1° C, IPCC AR4 WGIII Report, pp. 227-228.
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15

67 and 79.
16

See Millennium Ecosystems Assessment 2005, Ecosystems and Human Well-being, Synthesis, pp.

A joint seminar on human rights and the environment organized by OHCHR and UNEP
in 2002 also documented a growing recognition of the connection between human rights, environmental
protection and sustainable development (see E/CN.4/2002/WP.7).

7" ILO Convention No. 169 (1989) concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Independent
Countries provides for special protection of the environment of the areas which indigenous peoples
occupy or otherwise use. At the regional level, the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights and
the San Salvador Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights recognize the right to live in a
healthy or satisfactory environment. Moreover, many national constitutions refer to a right to an
environment of a certain quality.

' Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), art. 24, para. 2 (c).
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¥ Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR), general comments

No. 12 (1999) on the right to adequate food (art. 11), para. 4, and No. 14 (2000) on the right to the highest
attainable standard of health (art. 12), para. 4.

** International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), art. 6; CRC, art. 6.

*' Human Rights Committee, general comments No. 6 (1982) on art. 6 (Right to life), para. 1,
and No. 14 (1984) on art. 6 (Right to life), para. 1.

2 Human Rights Committee, general comment No. 6, para. 5. Likewise, the Committee
has asked States to provide data on pregnancy and childbirth-related deaths and gender-disaggregated
data on infant mortality rates when reporting on the status of implementation of the right to life (general
comment No. 28 (2000) on art. 3 (The equality of rights between men and women), para. 10).

23 CRC, art. 6, para. 2.

" Committee on the Rights of the Child, general comment No. 7 (2006) on implementing rights
in early childhood, para. 10.
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25
26

IPCC AR4 Working Group II (WGII) Report, p. 393.
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Human Development Report 2007/2008,
Fighting climate change: Human solidarity in a divided world, p. 8.

27 IPCC AR4 Working Group II Report, p. 317.

Inter-Agency Standing Committee, Protecting Persons Affected by Natural Disasters - [ASC
Operational Guidelines on Human Rights and Natural Disasters, Brooking-Bern Project on Internal
Displacement, 2006.

2 International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), art. 11; CRC,
art. 24 (c); Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), art. 25 (f) and art. 28, para. 1;
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), art. 14, para. 2 (h);
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD), art. 5 (e).

3% ICESCR, art. 11, para. 2.
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CESCR general comment No. 12 (1999) on the right to adequate food (art. 11), para. 6.
IPCC AR4 Synthesis Report, p. 48.
UNDP Human Development Report 2006, Beyond scarcity: Power, poverty and the global
water crisis.

** IPCC AR4 WGII Report, p. 275.

3 IPCC AR4 WGII, p. 359. United Nations Millennium Project 2005, Halving Hunger: It Can
Be Done, Task Force on Hunger, p. 66. Furthermore, according to the Human Rights Council Special
Rapporteur on the right to food, “half of the world’s hungry people ... depend for their survival on lands
which are inherently poor and which may be becoming less fertile and less productive as a result of the
impacts of repeated droughts, climate change and unsustainable land use” (A/HRC/7/5, para. 51).

3 See e.g. A/HRC/7/5, para. 51; A/HRC/7/5/Add.2, paras. 11 and 15.

37 See e.g. CESCR general comment No. 12 (1999) on the right to adequate food (art. 11), para.28.

¥ CESCR general comment No. 15 (2002) on the right to water (arts. 11 and 12), para. 2. While
not explicitly mentioned in ICESCR, the right is seen to be implicit in arts. 11 (adequate standard of
living) and 12 (heath). General comment No. 15 provides further guidance on the normative contents of
the right to water and related obligations of States.

33
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39
40
41
42

See CEDAW, art. 14, para. 2 (h); CRPD, art. 28, para. 2 (a); CRC, art. 24, para. 2 (c).

IPCC AR4 Synthesis Report, pp. 48-49.

Millennium Ecosystems Assessment 2005, Ecosystems and Human Well-being, Synthesis, p. 52.
According to the UNDP Human Development Report 2006, the root causes of the current
water crisis lie in poor water management, poverty and inequality, rather than in an absolute shortage of
physical supply.

IPCC AR4 WGII Report, p. 191. UNDP Human Development Report 2006.

CEDAW, arts. 12 and 14, para. 2 (b); ICERD, art. 5 (e) (iv); CRC, art. 24; CRPD, arts. 16,
para. 4, 22, para. 2, and 25; International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Families (ICRMW), arts. 43, para. 1 (¢), 45, para. 1 (c¢), and 70. See also

ICESCR arts. 7 (b) and 10.
45

44

CESCR general comment No. 12, para. 8.
See CESCR general comment No. 12, CEDAW general recommendation No. 24 (1999) on

art. 12 of the Convention (women and health); CRC general comment No. 4 (2003) on Adolescent health
and development in the context of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

46
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47
48

IPCC AR4 Synthesis, p. 48.
Uncertainty remains about the potential impact of climate change on malaria at local and
global scales because of a lack of data and the interplay of other contributing non-climatic factors such as
socio-economic development, immunity and drug resistance (see IPCC WGII Report, p. 404).

¥ A/62/214, para. 102.
IPCC AR4 WGII Report, p. 12.
ICESCR, art. 11. See also Universal Declaration of Human Rights, art. 25, para. 1; ICERD,
art. 5 (e) (iii); CEDAW, art. 14, para. 2; CRC, art. 27, para. 3; [CRMW, art. 43, para. 1 (d); CRPD, arts. 9,
para. 1 (a), and 28, paras. 1 and 2 (d).

2 CESCR general comment No. 12, para. 6.

> See CESCR general comment No. 7 (1997) on the right to adequate housing (art. 11 (1) of the
Covenant): Forced evictions.

50
51



A/HRC/10/61
page 14

ANHE G B ) T SR Ak L (A ) TR L aE SE R AT SRECVE M DAOR SCAE R i
bk,

36. T AL RN T () A AR A A 2 A T TS W& R AR B AL 2 e AL AR M X
RS & [, XA S BN DR X IER o >0 8 0 R K = A 9 X 1 13
DXt 2 A ol T I S I, 3 R K I P A B TR BB T o R N RO B it W IE

37.  HBor TR ASAL BT BUR AR, S OR B 2 K AR R AR 1R 3T
“HED T IR . R NERRE B AN 5 R X AR IR E e R, AR AR AR g
EAR AR 7 BIE M o > ASHEAG T CA KR 10 2N s 78 g 1 A& B 1D Bk
Ty TR 5 1A b T M P TR AR i A I AR O g .

38, AMRARE 5N MABIREE QA (a) F 55 BAT B A& R AR I AL TR
IERIIERTE): (b) AW 15 B0 & fa I oy (4R 555 (o) BEWs A T HE i i OF A3
B GAE R, DL A o R AF ARG B R PriE s (d) RIE A Gt kX, 4
FEIRALORY . LUBH AR B AT W 5 32 5 Wi 78 o0 U A AE A I 3 2 S VA A DR B
Ho A AR AP (R 15 0 R A SR K iR . 7

6. HHRM

39. HIRBUE HPRERRA RN 2 —. (8. tha . SCHBUR E Br 2~ 20)
A CBORBOM A2 AR B~ 20) IR EE — 45— aifig,  “PIrfa AR#A
R o AT RRBCM “ A d ke AT I BUR AL, JF A iR AR AT 2
Bro AL S RSC R IE” o A B Ty TR N RS B3 A T B AL

54
55

CESCR general comment No. 12, para. 8.
IPCC AR4 WGII Report, p. 333.

° IPCC AR4 WGII Report, p. 672.

T A/63/275, paras. 31-38.

¥ UNDP Human Development Report 2007/2008, Fighting climate change: Human solidarity
in a divided world, p. 9.

* In this regard the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement (E/CN.4/1998/53/Add.2,
annex) provide that “at the minimum, regardless of the circumstances, and without discrimination,
competent authorities shall provide internally displaced persons with and ensure safe access to: ... basic
shelter and housing” (principle 18).

" The right to self-determination is enshrined in Articles 1 and 55 of the Charter of the
United Nations and also contained in the Declaration on the Right to Development, art. 1, para. 2, and the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, arts. 3 and 4.
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" Human Rights Committee, general comment No. 12 (1984) on art. 1 (Right to self-determination),

para. 6. See also Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), general recommendation 21
(1996) on the right to self-determination.

02 Qee e.g. [IPCC AR4 WGII Report, p. 374.
National communications, submitted according to arts. 4 and 12 of UNFCCC, make frequent

references to the human impacts of climate change, but generally do so in an aggregate and general
manner, mentioning for example that people living in poverty are particularly vulnerable.
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% IPCC AR4 WGII, p. 398. See also submission by the United Nations Development Fund for

Women available at: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/climatechange/index.htm.

0 g Neumayer and T. Pliimper, The Gendered Nature of Natural Disasters: The Impact of
Catastrophic Events on the Gender Gap in Life Expectancy, 1981-2002, available at http://ssrn.com/
abstract=874965. As the authors conclude, based on the study of disasters in 141 countries, “[a] systematic effect
on the gender gap in life expectancy is only plausible if natural disasters exacerbate previously existing patterns
of discrimination that render females more vulnerable to the fatal impact of disasters” (p. 27).

%y, Lambrou and R. Laub, “Gender perspectives on the conventions on biodiversity, climate
change and desertification”, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Gender
and Population Division, pp. 7-8.

7 See e.g. IPCC AR4 WGII Report, p. 398; International Strategy for Disaster Reduction,
Gender Perspectives: Integrating Disaster Risk Reduction into Climate Change Adaptation. Good
Practices and Lessons Learned, UN/ISDR 2008.

o8 UNFCCC, Climate Change: Impacts, Vulnerabilities and Adaptation in Developing Countries,
2007, p. 16.
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9 UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre, Climate Change and Children: A Human Security

Challenge, New York and Florence, 2008; UNICEF UK, Our Climate, Our Children, Our Responsibility:
The Implications of Climate Change for the World’s Children, London, 2008.

" World Bank, Global Monitoring Report 2008 - MDGs and the Environment: Agenda for
Inclusive and Sustainable Development, p. 211.

I UNICEF UK (see footnote 69 above), p. 29.

" For example, UNEP and UNICEF have developed an environmental resource pack for
child-friendly schools designed to empower children (see footnote 69 above, UNICEF Innocenti Research

Centre, p. 28).

7 See e.g. CRC, general comment No. 4 (2003) on adolescent health and development in the

context of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.



A/HRC/10/61
page 18

3. EFEAR

51, AR, &RV R MR SER A, A o 3N R e, A AT A
HAENAD G LM EREFH ARG D, XY R 5 28 e ok .
555 A AT QB 5% 48 3 BN DX I DR A N A T, I AT ) A% g A o
Scn A= A1 1P d o (LR B ES TS e N =TI TS (PN DR A I U (K (WS £ W
AT D) AR 6 SO JE P A B s . 7

520 b N Y — B Ta) BASK — PR 38 7 Q1 /0 72 A oxh G 4 A N BRI A
hEA ARSI RIE BRI . 70 Bk s, R N RGRIE T2 20 7R [
IR B Y 20 A AR 4K o SR P 2 AR AT R TR A, O HL A A0 Al ATT 9 A% S G0 IR g T 5 e
Mt %, 7 EWR TR GRS IR E ) BT 51 10— U ST 4R K B EE
e B I R NG W /3 S 0 @ S DI 0 90 0 N G RTINS RSP I SR (R S SEg
w7
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SCAAT KRR 1T o %0 b3 N R K BURIAR (A B 7 55 141 R 56 Ak vr | 5% 1 35
HE NN AIE 169 (1989)5 AL,

™ M. Macchi and others, Indigenous and Traditional Peoples and Climate Change, International

Union for Conservation of Nature, 2008.

7 See e.g. report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental
freedoms of indigenous peoples, A/HRC/4/32, para. 49.
% In April 2008, the Permanent Forum for Indigenous Issues stated that climate change “is an
urgent and immediate threat to human rights” (E/C.19/2008/13, para. 23).
T E/C.19/2008/ 13, para. 4. The Permanent Forum also recommended that a mechanism be put in
place for the participation of indigenous peoples in climate change negotiations under UNFCCC (ibid.,

para. 30).
78

79

IPCC AR4 WGII Report, p. 865 (citing Robinson and Herbert, 2001).
Key provisions include the right to effective mechanisms for prevention of, and redress for,
actions which have the aim or effect of dispossessing them of their lands, territories or resources (art. 8);
the principle of free, prior and informed consent (art. 19), the right to the conservation and protection of
the environment and indigenous lands and territories (art. 29), the right to maintain, control, protect and
develop their cultural heritage and traditional knowledge and cultural expressions (art. 31).

80 See the provisions on cultural rights in ICCPR, art. 27, and ICESCR, art. 15.
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81
82

Available at: http://inuitcircumpolar.com/files/uploads/icc-files/FINALPetitionI CC.pdf.

More recent studies refer to estimates for the same period of 200 million (Stern Review on the
Economics of Climate Change, 2006, available at http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/sternreview _index.htm) and
250 million (Human tide: the real migration crisis, Christian Aid 2007). See also [IPCC AR4 WGII
Report, p. 365 and the Norwegian Refugee Council, Future floods of refugees: A comment on climate
change, conflict and forced migration, 2008.

8 See e.g. contributions to Forced Migration Review, vol. 1, No. 31, October 2008.

84 Adapted from typology proposed by the Representative of the Secretary-General on human
rights of internally displaced persons and also used in the working paper submitted by the IASC informal
group on migration/displacement and climate change, “Climate Change, Migration and Displacement:
who will be affected”, 31 October 2008.
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8 Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement (E/CN.4/1998/53/Add.2, annex), principles 1,

para. 1, and 6, para. 1 .

86 Principle 8.2, Principles on Housing and Property Restitution for Refugees and Displaced
Persons (endorsed by the Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in
resolution 2005/2); FAO/IDMC/NRC/OCHA/OHCHR/UN-Habitat/UNHCR: Housing and Property
Restitution for Refugees and Displaced Persons: Implementing the “Pinheiro Principles”, 2007.

8 The Guiding Principles have gained wide acceptance and were recognized by the
General Assembly in the 2005 World Summit Outcome (A/RES/60/1) “as an important international

framework for the protection of internally displaced persons”.
88

89

See IASC working paper referred to in footnote 84 above.

Representative of the Secretary-General on human rights of internally displaced persons,
Displacement Caused by the Effects of Climate Change: Who will be affected and what are the gaps in the
normative framework for their protection? background paper, 2008, available at: http://www2.ohchr.org/
english/issues/climatechange/submissions.htm.

" In the face of rising sea levels, migration is one adaptation strategy which is already
being implemented in low-lying island States, such as Kiribati, the Maldives, and Tuvalu. So far this
population movement has mainly taken the form of in-country resettlement schemes (IPCC AR4 WGII

Report, p. 708).
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! The papers (E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/2004/CRP.1; E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/28) were prepared by Frangoise

Hampson pursuant to a request from the Commission on Human Rights (decision 2004/122) to prepare a report
on the legal implications of the disappearance of States for environmental reasons. A questionnaire was
prepared in 2006 (E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/2006/CRP.2) with a view to obtaining more accurate data on the
nature, scale and imminence of the problem, but as yet no follow-up has been given to this initiative.

2 This point was made by Ms. Hampson and other panellists at the consultation meeting
organized by OHCHR on 22 October 2008, summary of discussions available at: http://www2.ohchr.org/
english/issues/climatechange/docs/SummaryofDiscussions.doc.

2 Seee. g. Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, The National
Security Strategy of the United Kingdom: Security in an interdependent world, 2008 and German
Advisory Council on Global Change, World in Transition - Climate Change as a Security Risk, 2008.

% As the Chairman of the Nobel Committee stated: “The chief threats may be direct violence,
but deaths may also have less direct sources in starvation, disease, or natural disasters” (Presentation

speech 10 December 2007).
95

International Alert and Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA),
A Climate of Conflict, 2008, p. 7. In the same vein, the Special Rapporteur on the right to food observes
that conflicts in Africa, including in the Darfur region, are linked to land degradation and related fights
over resources (A/HRC/7/5, para. 51).
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% See e.g. H. Buhaug, N.P. Gleditsch and O.M. Theisen, Implications of Climate Change

for Armed Conflict, 2008. As the IPCC AR4 WGII Report points out (citing Fairhead, 2004) there are
many other intervening and contributing causes of conflict and many environmentally-influenced
conflicts in Africa are related to abundance of natural resources (e.g. oil and diamonds) rather than
scarcity, suggesting “caution in the prediction of such conflicts as a result of climate change” (p. 365).

o7 UNFCCC, art. 4, para. 8, and Kyoto Protocol, arts. 2, para. 3, and 3, para. 14.

% For a discussion of the human rights dimensions of mitigation and adaptation policies see
International Council on Human Rights Policy, Climate Change and Human Rights: A Rough Guide,
2008, chapter II.

% Statement of the Special Rapporteur on the right to food, 22 May 2008, at the special session
of the Human Rights Council on the global food crisis.

100 E/C.12/2008/1, para. 13.
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01 Qee e.g. M. Macchi and others, Indigenous and Traditional Peoples and Climate Change,

International Union for Conservation of Nature, 2008. CERD expressed concern about plans to establish a
large-scale biofuel plantation and the threat it constituted to the rights of indigenous peoples to own their
lands and enjoy their culture (CERD/C/IDN/CQO/3, para. 17).

102 E/C.19/2008/13, para. 45.

103 . . .
In recent years, several lawsuits related to greenhouse gas emissions and their

contribution to climate change have been filed at national level against State authorities and private
actors. However, the Inuit petition to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (see footnote
81 above) remains the only case to have invoked human rights law. For an overview of recent climate
change-related lawsuits, see e.g. International Council for Human Rights Policy, Climate Change and
Human Rights: A Rough Guide, 2008.
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" The Human Rights Committee has clarified that for a person to claim to be a victim of a

violation of a right, “he or she must show either that an act or an omission of a State party has already
adversely affected his or her enjoyment of such a right, or that such an effect is imminent ...” Aalbersberg
v. The Netherlands (No. 1440/2005). In several cases concerning environmental harms, the Committee
has found that the author(s) did not meet these criteria for a victim of a human rights violation.

5" For a review of relevant jurisprudence, see Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights
Institutions, Human Rights and the Environment, 12th Annual Meeting, Sydney, 2007; D. Shelton,
“Human rights and the environment: jurisprudence of human rights bodies”, background paper No. 2,
Joint UNEP-OHCHR Expert Seminar on Human Rights and the Environment, January 2002, available at
http://www.unhchr.ch/environment/bp2.html.

106 Budayeva and Others v. Russia, European Court of Human Rights (ECHR), No. 15339/02.
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197" See CESCR general comment No. 3 (1990) on the nature of States parties’ obligations (art. 2, para.

1, of the Covenant). For a discussion of the concept of progressive realization under the international human
rights treaties, see report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to the Economic and
Social Council (E/2007/82).

108 Qee e.g. CESCR general comments No. 3, paras. 2 and 9, and No. 14 (2000) on the right to the

highest attainable standard of health (art. 12), para. 31.
109

110

CESCR general comment No. 3, para. 10.
See Statement by CESCR (E/C.12/2007/1, paras. 4 and 6).
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111
112
113

UNFCCC, art. 6.
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, art. 19, and ICCPR, art. 19.
See e.g. Guerra and Others v. Italy, ECHR 14967/89; Inter-American Court of Human Rights,
Case of Claude Reyes et al. v. Chile. Merits, Reparations and Costs, Series C, No. 151.

14 See A/63/275, para. 38.

5 Article 6. The amended New Delhi work programme on article 6 elaborates on and reinforces
this point (FCCC/CP/2007/6/Add.1, decision 9/CP.13, annex, para. 17 (k)).

16 United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, art. 19.
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"7 Useful guidance on how human rights standards and principles can be incorporated into policy

measures are found in various guidance tools, including Frequently Asked Questions on a Human Rights-
Based Approach to Development Cooperation; OHCHR (2006), Principles and Guidelines for a Human
Rights Approach to Poverty Reduction Strategies, available at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/PublicationsResources/

Pages/Speciallssues.aspx.
118

In the words of the special procedures mandate holders of the Human Rights Council, in a joint
statement on International Human Rights Day, 10 December 2008: “Today the interests of States, and the
impacts of actions by States, are ever more interconnected. New challenges include ensuring global access to
food, and those presented by climate change and financial crisis have potentially massive human rights and
development implications. If we are to confront them effectively we must do so collectively.”

19 See articles 1, paragraph 3, 55 and 56.

ICESCR, arts. 2, para. 1, 11, para. 2, 15, para. 4, 22 and 23; Convention on the Rights of the
Child, arts. 4 and 24, para. 4; CRPD, art. 32; Declaration on the Right to Development, arts. 3, 4 and 6.

121 CESCR, general comment No. 3, para. 11; Committee on the Rights of the Child, general
comment No. 5 (2003) on general measures of implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child (arts. 4, 42 and 44, para. 6), para. 7.

122 Qee e.g. CRC, general comment No. 5, para. 7.

See CESCR general comment No. 3, para. 14.

120

123
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124 Qee e.g. CESCR general comments No. 12 (1999) on the right to adequate food (art. 11);

No. 13 (1999) on the right to education (art. 13); No. 14 (2000) on the right to the highest attainable
standard of health (art. 12); and No. 15 (2002) on the right to water (arts. 11 and 12 of the Covenant).

125 UNFCCC, art. 4, paras. 4 and 9.

126 Declaration on the Right to Development, art. 2, para. 1.
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127" See CESCR general comments No. 12, para. 7, and No. 15, para. 11. Equally the concern for how

current needs and rights affect the future health and development of the child is central to the Convention on
the Rights of the Child (see e.g. Committee on the Rights of the Child general comment No. 4 (2003) on
adolescent health and development in the context of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, para. 13).

28 For a discussion on the relationship between intergenerational equity and human rights in the
context of climate change, see S. Caney, “Human rights, climate change, and discounting”, Environmental

Politics, vol. 17, No. 4, August 2008, p. 536.
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Annex

SELECTED HUMAN RIGHTS STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES RELEVANT TO EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE"

Effects

Examples of rights affected

Human rights standards and climate change

Extreme weather events

Right to life:

ICCPR art. 5; CRC art. 6; Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, art. 3.

Human Rights Committee, general comment No. 6 (1982) on article 6
(Right to life).

Inter-Agency Standing Committee, Protecting Persons Affected by Natural
Disasters - [ASC Operational Guidelines on Human Rights and Natural

Disasters.

Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement (E/CN.4/1998/53/Add.2, annex).

Increased food insecurity and risk
of hunger

Right to adequate food, right to be free from hunger:

ICESCR art. 11; CRC art. 24 (c); CRPD arts. 25 (f),
28, para. 1; CEDAW art. 14, para. 2 (h); ICERD art. 5
(e); Universal Declaration of Human Rights, art. 25.

CESCR, general comment No. 12 (1999) on the right to adequate food (art. 11).

FAO, Voluntary guidelines to support the progressive realization of the right
to adequate food.

Increased water stress

Right to safe drinking water:

ICESCR arts. 11 and 12; CEDAW art. 14, para. 2 (h);
CRPD art. 28,
para. 2 (a); CRC art. 24, para. 2 (c).

CESCR, general comment No. 15 (2002) on the right to water (arts. 11 and 12
of the Covenant).

Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the
scope and content of human rights obligations related to equitable access to
safe drinking water and sanitation under international human rights
instruments (A/HRC/6/3).

Realization of the right to drinking water and sanitation
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/25).

* General comments/recommendations of the treaty bodies are available in document HRI/GEN/1/Rev.9 (vols. I and II).
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Effects

Examples of rights affected

Human rights standards and climate change

Stress on health status

Right to the highest attainable standard of health:

ICESCR arts. 7 (b), 10 and 12;

CEDAW arts. 12 and 14,

para. 2 (b); Universal Declaration of Human Rights, art.
25; ICERD

art. 5 (e) (iv); CRC art. 24;

CRPD arts. 16, para. 4, 22, para. 2,

and 25; ICRMW arts. 43, para. 1 (e),

45, para. 1 (c) and 70.

CESCR, general comment No. 14 (2000) on the right to the highest
attainable standard of health (art. 12).

Committee on the Rights of the Child, general comment No. 4 (2003) on
adolescent health and development in the context of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child.

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, general
recommendation No. 24 (1999) on article 12 of the Convention (women and

health).

Human Rights Committee, general comment No. 6.

Sea-level rise and flooding

Right to adequate housing:

ICESCR art. 11; ICERD art. 5 (e) (iii); CEDAW art. 14,
para. 2; CRC art. 27, para. 3; ICRMW art. 43, para. 1 (d);
CRPD arts. 9, para. 1 (a), 28, paras. 1 and 2 (d);
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, art. 25.

CESCR, general comment No. 4 (1991) on the right to adequate housing (art. 11,
para. 1, of the Covenant).

CESCR, general comment No. 7 (1997) on the right to adequate housing (art. 11,
para. 1, of the Covenant): Forced evictions.

OHCHR, OCHA, UN-HABITAT, UNHCR, FAO, NRC, Handbook on
Housing and Property Restitution for Refugees and Displaced Persons -
Implementing the “Pinheiro Principles”.
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