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S tandards  of  accommodat ion for  a ir  travel

Repcrt of the Secretary-General

1. In accordance with paragraph 4 of General Asoembly  resolution 32/198 Of
21 December 1977, as amended by section X of resolution 35/217,  of
17 December 1980, section XII of resolution 37/237 of 21 December 1982 and
section VII of. resolbition  391236  of 18 December 1984, and decision 40/455 of
18 December 1985, the Secretary-General submits herein his annual report on the
implementation of these resolutions, noting all first-class travel and exceptions
made to the rules on standards of accommodation for air travel, including details
of  r e s u l t a n t  additionai cos ts  of ,  a n d  rea sons  fo r ,  s u c h  except ions . The report
covers travel for the period 1 July 1986 to 30 June 1987.

2. The table below provides information on the expenditures for first-class
travel as requested in General Assembly decision 40/455. Such expenditures are
presented in three categories, in respect of: (a) t-he  travel of one member of each
dcleqat ion attending sessions of the Assembly, who is entitled to first-class air
travel in  accordance with Assembly resolution 32/198r  (b) other t ravel  by
non-Secretariat  officials ;  and (c) travel  of  Secretariat  officials  other than the
Secretary-General, according to their entitlement.
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No. of journeys

Total
tout of  t rave l

(a) Dolegation traVOl8

F o r t y - f  irat: s e s s i o n

(b) Othrr  non-Secretariat o f f i c i a l s

(c) Secretariat  off icials  other than
the Secretary-General

106 s!/ 336 544

150 546 151

170 662 387

TOTAL 1 545 GO2

aJ Includes only journeys of delegations whose claims have been
submitted to date.

3. For comparison purposea, the  tab le  below provides  information on the
expend i tu re s  on  firrt-clazs trave l  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  1985/86  p e r i o d  a s  r e p o r t e d
document A/C.5/41/19 of 17 October 1986:

in

No. of journeys
Total

cos t  of  t rave l

(a)  D e l e g a t i o n  t rave l

For t ie th  s e s s i o n
Thirteenth special  session

(b) Other  n o n - S e c r e t a r i a t  off ic ia ls
(c )  Secretar iat  of f i c i a l s  o ther  than

the Secretary-General

T(YTAL

123 c/ 361 712
24 21 84 926

22s 742 922

184 643 197

556 1 832 757

!!I Includes only journeys of delegations whose claims have been

submi t ted  to date.

4. The figures on the cost of travel repor:ted in the above tables in respect of
o t h e r  n o n - S e c r e t a r i a t  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  Secretsriat o f f i c i a l s  r e p r e s e n t  t h o s e  j o u r n e y s
t h a t  w e r e  e i t h e r  e n t i r e l y  b y  f i r s t - c l a s s  o r  o n l y  p a r t i a l l y  b y  f i r s t - c l a s s  b e c a u s e
o n e  o r  m o r e  l e g s  o f  t h e  j o u r n e y  i n v o l v e d  f l i g h t s  of  l e s s  t han  n ine  hour s . In the
lat ter  cases, the coat  was calculated as  the  sum of  the  cost  of  return travel  by
b u s i n e s s  c la s s  f rom t h e  po in t  o f  o r ig in  to  the  f a r the s t  po in t  o f  de s t ina t ion  p lu s
t h e  d i f f e rence  b e t w e e n  t h e  pub l i shed  firstclass a n d  bus ine s s - c l a s s  fares  fo r  each
l e g  o f  t h e  i t i n e r a r y  a c t u a l l y  f l o w n  b y  first-ClaSS-
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5 . The  Secretary-General  exercised  hie discretion in  making except ions  to  the
rules or etandards of accommodation for air travel in accordance with paragraph 3
of General Assembly resolution 32/198  as amended by section VII of Assembly
r%tiolution  39/236, i n  4 3  cases. Of  t h e s e ,  41 i n v o l v e d  firot-clam  t r a v e l  ( n o n e  o f
which were by Concorde) and 2 involved business-class travel. D u r i n g  t h e  previoUS
reporting period, July 1985 to June 1980,  the number of exceptions was 56, 44
i n v o l v i n g  f i r s t - c l a s s  t r a v e l  a n d  1 2  i n v o l v i n g  b u s i n e s s  c l a s s .  T h e  exceptiona
approved in the current reporting period were as follows; A/

(a)  For seven indiv iduals  ( two s taf f  members  and five non-staff  members)  on
medical grounds on the recommendation of the Medical Service:

D e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t r a v e l l e r

Execut ive  Secretary
Economic and Social Commission

for Western Asia (ESCWA)

Permanent Representative of
Auotralia for Disarmament
Affairs  in Geneva

Permanent Representative of
New Zealand to the
United Nations

lembe r , Inveetments Committee

Regional  Representat ive ,  Off ice
of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(uNHCR)  in  Canada

Wife and nurse required to
accompany above staff member
t r a v e l l i n g  b y  f i r s t - c l a s s
on medical grounds

I t i n e r a r y

- Baghdad/Cologne/London/Baghdad 711
- Baghdad/Cairo/Baghdad 287
- Baghdad/Amman/Baghdad 119
- Baghdad/Amman/Baghdad 119
- Baghdad/Amman/Jeddah/Riyadh/Baghdad 280
- Raghdad/Paria/Iotanbul/Baghdad 676
- Baghdad/Casablanca/Baghdad 872
- Baghdad/Geneva/Baghdad 480

- Geneva/Beijing/Geneva 2 517

- New York /Geneva/ . . .
(business  class)

- London/New York/London
- London/New  York/London
- London/New York/London
- London/New York/London

- . . ./Montreal/Oslo

- . ../Montreal/Oslo
- . ../Montreal/Oslo/  . .

Add i t iona l
coat

118

1 840
A 830
1 600
1 600

594

594
594
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Desiqnation of traveller I t i n e r a r y

(b) For t he  imnediate a ides / securi ty  officers  accompanying
the Secretary-General during hiu official travels8 11 journeys
at an additional cost of

Additional
cost

10 183

(c) For  t h e  four  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S e l e c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  for the
Environment Prize, a p p r o v a l  was g i v e n  f o r  the  f i r s t - c lass  t,ravel
when it was determined that all travel costs were defrayed from
the interest acctu ing from the endowment of the prize (established
from private sources\  . The additional coat involved “aa 7 475

(d) For  10 indivbduals (7  staf f  members  and 3 non-staff  members ) ,  approval
was given for first-class O K  business class travel when it was determined that no
lower class seat was available and it was either not feasible to await a later
flight owinq  to the exigencies of service or cheaper to authorise the upqrading in
relation to the related cost  of  addition; ’  subs i s tence al lowance:

Design&  ion of t ravelJ.er Itinerary
Addition41

cost

Secretary ,Geneta  1 of the

United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development ((JNCTAD)

- . . . ./Naw !.‘or k/Geneva 767

Under-Secretary-Genera 1 - . . ./Nairobi/Mogadisc!o/.  . . 46
Off ice of the Secretary-General,’
Office for Special
Political Affairs

United Ncrt ions Cormnissloner
for Namibia

Chef de Cabinet, UNHCR - . . ./‘Johannesburg/Parts/.  . .

Officer- In-Charge, Advisory
Comnittee for the
Co-ordination of Information
Systems,  Geneva

Chief of Latin AmeriCan

I n s t i tu te  for Economic
and Social Planning
Proqrana,  Economic
Conunission  for Latin
America and the
Car ibbean  (ECLAC)

./Lusaka/Luanda/.  l l

- . . ./Port of Spa in/Georgetown/. . .

- . . ./Santa Domingo/Miami/. . .

77

345

S O

99
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Designat ‘on of traveller Itinerary

Economic Affairs Officer, - . ../Parifa/Geneva
UNCTAD ( b u s i n e s s  c l a s s )

Ambassador, M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  - . ../Khartoum/Addie  Ababa/...
Affairs, Sweden

Addi t iona l
c o s t

100

101)

Manager, United ,tates Chamber - Washinqton/Br  idgetown/Wnehington
of Commerce, Washington, D.C.

400

Consultant, UNCTAD - . ../Lusaka/Nairobi/...

(e) For the Minister of State for Population and Environment
of Indonesia and then concurrently president of the Governing
Council of the United Nations Environment Pcoqramme (UNEP) providing
major participation in a UNEP conference at Nairobi. The additional
cost involved was

156

1 093

6. A breakdown by cateqory of the exceptions granted during the past two
reportinq periods is provided below:

Summary of exceptions
Number of trips

July 1906-June  1907 July 1985-June  1986

(a)

( b)

(C)

(d;

(e)

(f)

(9)

Medical grounds

Security officers/immediate aides
act-ompanyinq  the Secretary-General
dug iPq his official tr lvels

Chairman and members of the
Selection Committee for the
Environment Prize

N o  LC)WPK  CldYti  avai Lable

Others

:;ecur ity Of f i(*c:r accompanying
the President rlf thtl General
P.ssembly

17 21

1L 9

4

10

1

2

Official accompanying the
AdminiStKat<J#:  of the United
Nations DeVc~lopment Proqramme (UNDP) 1
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Summary of except ions
Number Of trip8

July 1986-June  1987 July 198%June 1986

(h) Eminent artist/entertainer with
accompanying person donating
services free of Charge to the
Organizat  ion 2

(i) Members of the Security Council
Commission of Invest igat ion 3- -

‘lY?l’AL 43= 56-

7. The total additional coats incurred by the Organisation as a result Of
exceptions to the current rules during the period July 1986 to June 1987 was
$35 ,650 . The COKKespOnd~nq  additional costs in the preceding reporting peKixI  was
$38 ,060 .

Travel entitlement for members of the United Nations Scientific Comdttee  on the
Effects of Atomic Radiation

8 . In View of  question8 KaiRed  by the United Nat ions  0OaKd  of Auditors eqardinq
the travel entitlement for members of the United Nations Scientific Committee on
the Effects of Atomic Radiation, this i s sue  is  raised in this  report  for
appropriate decision by the General Aseembly.

9. Members of the Committee have been provided first-class travel in accordance
with the provisiona of resolution 2145 (XXI) oi” 20 December 1966, which was adopted
by the General Assembly at its twenty-first session after consideration of thz
report of the Secretary-General on the “Standards of air travel accommodation”. 2/
In paragraph 11 of his report, the Secretary-General had recommended the
re ins ta tement  of f irs t-class  travel  ent i t lement  to all  members of  organs and
subsidiary organs serving in their individual , personal or expert capacity. He had
further enumerated in annex I to said report the list of organs and subsidiary
organs involved, which specifically included the Committee.

10. In March 1986, however, the United hations  Board of Auditors, in an audit
observation, had questioned the validity of extending first-class air sccommodation
to members of the Committee. They specificAl,ly referred to paragraph 1 of General
Assembly resolution 913 (X) of 3 December 1955, which stated that the Committee was
to be composed of scientists designated by specified Governments to be their
representatives. In liqht of that , t h e  AUditOKS c o n c l u d e d  thF’ the  sc ient is ts
sitting in the Committee were not persons serving in their individual capacity but
were representatives of Governments and that, as such, they were only entitled to
economy-class accommodation (or tne class immediately below first, for flights
exceeding nine hours)  in accordance  with the provisions of Assembly resolution
2245 (XXI ) .
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11. It may bc assumed that the Secretary-Genera l  in  h is  proposal  and the  General
Assembly in its 1966 decision had considered the Committee members to have the dual
statue  of beinc~ scientific experts and government representatives. I n  t h e  liqht,
however , of the nature of the observation made by the Board of Auditors, this
matter is presented to t!Ic: General Assembly for itR consideration.

N o t e s

Y IJnless otherwise indicated, the exe: eptions qranted were for the use of
f i r s t -c lass . The dots included in a given itinerary indicate t.hat  some legs of the
itinerary were by the reqular standard of accommodation and no exception was
invo Lved.

y Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-first Session, Annexes,
aqenda item 74, document A/C.5/.1074.


