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S-nQ ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  Africg

The General Assembly,

Recallinq  its resolution 41/185 of 8 December 1986 and Economic and Social
Counci l  resolut ion 198813  of  24 May 1988 concerning the f ight  against  locust  aad
gras shopper  in fe s t a t ion  in  Afr i ca ,

Regallina  also  Economic and Social  Counci l  resolut ion 1988/2  of
5  February  1968 ,  i n  wh ich  the  Counc i l  d rew  par t i cu l a r  a t t en t i on  to  the  c r i t i ca l

* On behalf of the States Members of the United Nations that are members of
the European Economic Community.

** On behalf  of  the  African States .
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locust and grasshopper sit,uat.ion  in one of the regions where the infestation
originated,

Recellina  fur- i t s  resolutio;r S-13/2 of 1 June 1986 on the IJnited  Nations
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development  1986-1990 and
41/29 of 31 October 1986 on the emergency situation in Africa, in which it
recognized that fo,d production on that continent must be increased to meet its
populations’ needs,

Aware that its resolution 421169 of 11 December 1987 on an international
decade for natural disaster reduction had included the locust and grasshopper peril
among the types of natural disasters covered by the decade,

Noting resolution No. CM/Res.1173 (XLVIII) on the fight against locust and
grasshopper infestation in Africa, adopted by the Council of Ministers of the
Organization of African Unity at its forty-eighth ordinary session, held from 1’J to
23 May 1988, 11

DgeDlv-cwm  at the exceptional gravity and the potential and real dangers
of the present locust and grasshopper infestation, particularly in Africa, despite
the laudable efforts of the affected countries, with the assistance of the
international community, as recognised in the report of the Director-General of the
Food and Agriculture Organieation of the United Nations on the locust and
grasshopper infestation in Africa,  2.1

A.w. that , in the course of the present. infestation, swarms of locusts and
grasshoppers have affected or may invade the great majority of African countries,
other countries in Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean and Europe, and concerned at
the disastrous consequences that may result for food production and agriculture in
the world,

. acmulllf;  in that context the potential problem posed by billions of
insects capable of devouring, by swarm, as many as 80,000 tons of vegetation and
cereal crops per day, of migrating far from their original habitat and obliterating
the livelihood of hundreds of millions of people in some 60 countries, as stated in
the status reports of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,

A&ar_ma by the ravages which the present invasion of locusts and grasshoppers
are continuing to cause in many countries of Africa and other geographical regions,
and concerned at the economic and social consequences, including the drop in
agricultural output which could last for several years, the displacement of
affected populations which would ensue and, in particular, the impact both on the
ecological environment and on medium- and long-term economic and social development,

11 See A/43/398.

21 A/43/688, annex.
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Wincadl,  t h a t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  a r e a  t o  b e  t r e a t e d  o n l y  a  sma l l  por t ion  o f  the
infested areas  in  Afr ica  have benef i ted from locust  and grasshopper control
campa igns  and  t h a t ,  g i v e n  t h e  e x t r e m e  s e r iou sne s s  o f  t he  pre sen t  s i t ua t i on ,  i t  c a n
be expected that  the  cycle  of  invas ion wi l l  las t  beyond 1989 for  a  minimum period
o f  f i v e  y e a r s , i n  wh ich  i t  can  be  predicted t h a t  t h e  p l a g u e  w i l l  i n t e n s i f y  a n d
ox tend +o areas  which were previously  spared,

&ya~~ that present locust and grasshopper control campaigns have so far been
u n a b l e  t o  p u t  a n  e n d  t o  t h e  i n f e s t a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  l i m i t e d
f inanc ia l  r e source s  o f  t he  a f f ec t ed  coun t r i e s , and convinced that the fight against
the plague which,  by  v ir tue  of  i t s  recurrent  nature  and geographical  extent,  is
internat ional  in  scope and requires  increased and co-ordinated mobillzation  of
appropriate human, s c i e n t i f i c ,  t e c h n i c a l ,  m a t e r i a l  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s ,

wwitbr t h e  r e a d i n e s s  o f  d o n o r  c o u n t r i e s  r e s o l u t e l y  t o
support  act ion to  f ight  locust  and grasshopper infestat ion,  knowing that  the
resources  of  af fected countr ies  and emergency operat ions  are  not  in  themselves
adequate  to  hal t  the  plague on a last ing basis ,

Llpnscioras o f  t h e  u r g e n t  n e e d  t o  d e f i n e  an  e f f ec t i v e  s t r a t egy  fo r  f i gh t ing  the
locus t  and  gra s shopper  per i l  wh i l e  p ro tec t ing  the  hea l th  o f  t he  popu la t i on s
concerned and the natural ecosystems,

in u the recommendations of the International Conference on Locust
and Grasshopper Infestation held at Fez, Morocco, on 28 and 29 October 1988,

1. ZWM&RQ& wi th  i n t e re s t  o f  t he  r epor t  o f  t he  D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l  of  the
Food and Agricul ture  Organization of  the  UnJ.ted Nat ions ,  ent i t led  “Fight ngninst.
l ocus t  and  gra s shopper  in f e s t a t i on  in  Africa”)  21

2. El;lraEassaa  i t s  ~XJJ a t  ‘de wor sen ing  locus t  and  gra s shoppor
i n f e s t a t i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y  i n  A f r i c a , which may adversely  af fect  food product ion and
resul t  in  renewed famine, and  rea f f i rms  t h e  need  t o  accord  tho  h ighe s t  p r io r i t y  t o
locust  and grasshopper control  and eradicatic  n;

3. x-note o f  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  a f f e c t e d  c o u n t r i e s  and
expre s se s  i t s  g ra t i t ude  to  donor  coun t r i e s , organizations  of  the  United Not ions
s y s t e m  and  o ther  compe ten t  i n s t i t u t i ons  i n  the i r  e f fo r t s  t o  con ta in  the
i n f e s t a t i o n , in  part icular  the  Emergency Centre for  Locust  Operat ions  of  tho Food
and Agricul ture  Organizet ion of  the  Uniteri  Nat ions, the  Joint  Orqnnizat ion for
Locust and Avian Pest Control, the  Desert  Locust  Control  Oryanizat ion-East  Afr ica
and the Joint Committee of Mahgreb Experts on Locust and Grasshopper Controlt

4. .w a l l  c o u n t r i e s  r e c e n t l y  t h r e a t e n e d  b y  t h e  invaoion  of d e s e r t
locusts  to  take all appropriate  measures  to  develop their  own nat ional  means  of
protection aga in s t  l ocu s t s  and  gra s shopper s  and  to  con t r ibu te  to  the  implementation

/ . . .
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of regional infestation control programmes, and encourages the other affected
countries to continue their efforts in that area;

5. ,upon the donor countries and organizations to continue to assist
the affected countries while strengthening their control capacity by making
available to them, particularly  at  the present  cr it ical  stage,  intnr...alia,
reconnaissance and spraying aircraft, means of transport and liaison, degradable
insec t i c ides , spraying equipment, and, where necessary, special ized technicians,
and to continue this assistance as long as the infestation lasts;

6. rurther.-..c&&-up~R the international community, particularly the
dsve loped countries , to support fully the locust and grasshopper control activities
undertaken at the national and regional levels by the mainly African affected
countries, specifically in the areas of data collection  and dissemination of
information, prevention, co-ordination and funding, the establishnent  of national
and regional early wtirning systems, and the strengthening of existing national
systems for  the protect ion of  plant  l i fe ;

‘1 . &AI&M the international community, particulariy  the developed
countrias, to assist the affected countries to considerably improve the present
methods of monitoring and control and, specifically, to use remote-sensing
techniques as a means of improving the quality o L meteorological observations and
forecastin]  I.n the af fected countries , particularly in the regions where locust and
grasshopper infestations originate!

8 .  F-the tcle international  community, including the organiznt.ions
of the United Nationa system and specifically the United Nations Development
Programme, to continue t- ,ntribute  to the funding for the establishment of
training programmes ayrezd  on by the affected countries fo: the training of
specialized personnel capable of uc,&...g the modern techniques of locust and
grasshopper control;

9. ~~a~~ the international scientific community to develop
co-ordina;;ad  research programmes to identify new and more effective control
methods, with a view to reaching a reliable forecasting system including the
establishment of a better understanding of the interrelationship bet*reen  climat ic
phenomena and the bio-ecology of the desert locust;

10. &gu~sf.~  t.he Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organizntion of
the:  United Nbt ions, in close co-operation with the relevant organizations of the
llnited Nations system, including the United Nations Environment Programme, the
World Health Organization  and the United Nations Development Programme, to
undertake an assessment of the pesticides and techniques currently used in the
f i g h t  against  locust  and grasshopper infestation, in particular the biological
fight against the reproduction Of larvae, and to test the efficacy of these
pesticides and techniques, bearing in mind their effects on the natural environment
ano the health of the people living in the affected zones;

11. V_rg,&  the multilater,al  financial and development institutions, incJ\ldincl
the United  Nations Development PrOgrarMWr  to give high priority, within the
framework  of: t h e i r  activities, to the fight against locust and grasshopper
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inlestation, and to grant financial and technical assistance to the affected
countries, particularly those which havs issued appeals for intsrnational
assistance or have declared a state of emergency;

12. m. the Secretary-General to seek the views of the W&I.C
International Group of EXpsrtG, established as part of the preparations for the
International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, on the f ight  against  locust
and grasshopper infestation, with particular reference to the scope of research
programmes on its biological, bio-climatic and chemical aspects and on the risks of
mutation which might make locusts more resista. ; t o  insec t i c ides  o r  the  e f f e c t s  o f
climate;

13. m-.x- the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the
Director-General of the Food and 3griculture  Organfeation of the United Nations, to
consult with Member States and competent organisations concerning the
eotablishment, under United Nations auspices and the technical and organizational
rasponsibility of the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations, of
an international and operational capacity operating at the reg?.onal  or subregional
l eve l s , to provide direct support to the countries affected and undertake
co-ordinated actions to control locusts and grasshoppers, particularly in regions
that  are  seriously  infested and/or  of dif f icult  accesst

14. ~~er--r~s.Rts  the Director-General ci the Food and Agriculture
Orqanization of the United Nations to establish, to that end, a focused and
action-oriented working group made up of representatives of the affected countries,
the donor countries and relevant organizations to prepare 3 detailed plan to fight
the locust and grasshopper infestation, including the necessary modalities and
means for the implementation of such operational capacity;

15. Agre.ss  that the actions proposed above will be financed with the u6e of
extrabudqetary resources and requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation with
the Director-Generdl  of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, to mobilize voluntary contributions, if appropriate, through a pledging
conference, for the fight against locust and grasshopper infestation;

16. .W~~o_ur.a!&x.fi  the Secretary-General to keep the question of the locust and
grasshopper infestation under review, particularly in Africa, and to undertake, in
consultation with the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations, the necessary action to make the world community more aware of
the disastrous cumulative consequences of locust and grasshopper infestation,
speci f ical ly  with rl!spect  to  food security ;

17 * Der;i.l;l.e6  to iril:lude the question of the locust and grasshopper
infestation, particularly in Africa, in the provisional  agenda of  i ts  forty- fourth
session, and requests the Secretary-General to submit to it on that occasion,
through the Economic and Social Council at its second regular session of 1909, a
detailed report on the implementation of the provisions of the present resolution,
including a report. by the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations;  on developments in the fight against locust and grasshopper
infestation.


