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International strateqy for the fight against locust and

The Genural Assembly.

Recallipg its resolution 41,185 of 8 December 1986 and resolution 1988/3 of
the Economic and Social Council of 24 May 1988 concerning the fight against locust
and grasshopper infestation in Africa,

Recalling alse resolution 1988/2 of the Evonomic and Sociel Council of
5 February 1988, in which the Council drew particular attention to the critical
loci»t and grasshopper situation in one of the regions where the infestation
or . jinated,

Recalling alsgo its resolution S-13/2 of 1 June 1986 on the United Nations
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990 ana
resolution 41729 of 31 October 1986 on the emergency situation in Africa, which
recognized that food production on that continent must be increased to meet its
populations’ needs,

Aware that its resolution 427169 of 11 December 1967 on an iuternational
decede for natural disaster reduction had included the locust and grasshopper peril
amo.ag the major disasters covered by the decade,

" On behalf of the African States.
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Noting resolution No. CM/Res.1173 (XLVIII) on the fight against locustand
grasshopper infestation in Africa, adopted by the Council of Mnisters of the
Organi sation of AfricanUnity at its forty-eighth ordinary seasion, held from 19 to
23 May 1988, 1/

Deeply concerned by the exceptional gravity and the potential and real dangers
of the present |ocust and grasahopper infestation, particularly in Africa, despite
the laudable efforts ofthe affected countries as recognised ia the report of the
Director-General of FAOon the locustand grasshopper infestation in Africa, 27

Aware that, in the course ofthe present infestation, swarmsof | ocusts and
grasshoppers have affected or may i nvade the great majority of African countri es,
countries of the Near East and Sout h-\Wst Asia,as well as countries oflLatin
America, the Caribbean and Europe, and concerned at the disastrous consequences
that mayresult for agricultural production and food security in the world,

Taking into account in that context the potential problem posed by billions of
i nsects capable of devouring, by swarm, as many as 80,000 tons of vegetation and

cereal crops per day, of migrating far fromtheir original habitat and obliterating
the livelihood of hundreds of millions of people in some 50 countri es,

Alarmed by the ravages which the present invasion of loctsts and grasshoppers
is continuing to causein many countries of Africa and other geographical regions,
and concerned at the econonic and social consequences, including the drop in
agricultural output which could |ast for several years, the displacement of
af fected popul ati ons which would ensue and, in particular, the inpact both on the
ecol ogi cal environnent and on medium-~ and | ong-term econonic and social devel oprment,

Convinced that ofthe total area to be treated only a very snall portion of
the infested areas in Africa have benefited from | ocust and grasshopper contro
canpai gns and that, given the extrene seriousness of the present situation, it can
be expected that the cycle ofinvasion will |ast beyond 1989 for a mininum period
of five years, in which it can be predicted that the plague will intensify and
extend to areas which were previously spared,

Aware that present |ocust and grasshopper control canpaigns have so far heen
unable to put an end to the infestation, particularly because of the linted
financial resources of the affected countries, and convinced that the fight against
the plague which, by virtue of its recurrent nature and geographical extent, is
international in scope and requires increased and co-ordi nated mobilization of
appropriate human, scientific, technical, material and financial resources,

Noting wWith satisfaction the readiness of donor countries resolutely to
support. action to fight locust and grasshopper infestation. knowi ng that the

1/ See A/ 43/ 390.

2/ A/ 43/ 608, annex.
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resources of affected ceuntries and emergency operations are not in themselves
adequate to halt the plague on a lasting basis,

Concerned -urgently to define an effective strategy for fighting the locust and
grasshopper peril while protecting the health of the populations concerned and the
natural ecosystems,

Bearing in mind the recommendations of the International Conference on Locust
and Grasshopper Infestation held at Fez, Morocco, on 28 and 29 October 1988,

1. Takes note with interest of the report of the Director-General of the
Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations)

2. Expresses jts deep congern at the worsening locust and grasshopper
infestations, especially in Africa, which may adversely affect food production and
result in renewed famine, and reaffirms the need to accord the highest priority to
locust and grasshopper control and eradication)

3. Takes note with appreciation of the efforts of affected countries and

expresses its gratitude to donor countries, organiaetions of the United Nations
system and other competent institutions in their efforts to contain the

infestation, in particular the Emergency Centre for Locust Operations of the Food
and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations, the Joint Organization for
Locust and Avian Peat Control, the Desert Locust Control Organisation-East Africa
and the Joint Committee of North African Experts on Locust and Grasshopper Control]

4. Invites all countries recently threatened by the invasion of desert
locusts to take all appropriate measures to develop their own national means of
protection ageinst locusts and grasshoppers and to contribute, to the extent
possible, to the implementation of regional infestation control programmes, and
encourages the other affected countries to continue their efforts in that area;

5. Calls wpon the donor countries and organisations to assist the affected
countries while streagthening their control capacity by making available to them,
particularly at the present critical stage, inter alia, reconnaissance and spraying
aircraft, means of transport and liaison, degradable insecticides, spraying
oquipment, and, where necessary, specialized technicians, and to continue this
assistance as long as the infestation last81

6. Fuxther calls wpon the international community, particularly the
devesoped countries, to support fully the locust and grasshopper control activities

undertaken at the national and regional levels by the mainly Afric:in affected
countries, specifically in the areas of data collection and dissemination of

* information, prevention, co-ordination and funding, the establishment oOf national
and regional early warning systems, and the strengthening of exi:ting national
systems for the protection of plant life;

7. Invites the international conmunity, particularly the developed

countries, to assist the affected countries to considerably improve the present
methods of .onitoring and control and, specifically, to use remote-sensing
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techni ques as a neans of inproving the quality of neteorol ogical observations and
forecasting in the affected countries, particularly in the regions where |ocust and
grasshopper infestations originate;

8. Further invites the international comunity, including the organizations
of the United Nations system and specifically the United Nations Devel oprment
Programme, to contribute to the funding for theestablishment of training
progr anmes agreed on by the affected countries forthe training of specialized
personnel capable of using the nodern techniques of |ocust and graashopper control

9. Further recommends the mobilization of the international scientific
community to develop co-ordinated research programres to identify new and more
effective control nethods, establish a reliable forecasting systemand reach a
better understanding of the interrelationship betweenclimatic! phenonena and the
bi 0- ecol ogy of the desert |ocust;

10. Requests the Director-Ceneral of the Food and Agriculture O ganization of
the United Nations, in close co-operation with the relevant organizations of the
United Nations system, including the United Nations Environnent Programme, the
Worl d Health Organi zation and the United Nations Devel opment Programre, to
undertake an assessnent of the pesticides and techniques currently used in the
fight against |ocust and grasshopper infestation, in particular the biologica
fight against the reproduction of larvae, and to test the efficacy of these
pesticides and techniques, bearing in mnd their effects on the natural environment
and the health ofthe people living in the affected zones;

11. Urges the multilateral financial and devel opnent institutions, including
the United Nations Devel opnent Programme, to give high priority, within the
framework of their activities, to the fight against |ocust and grasshopper
infestation, and to grant financial and technical assistance to the affected
countries, particularly those which have issued appeals for international
assi stance or have de lared a state of emergency;

12. JInvites the Secretary.-Ceneral to involve the International G oup of
Experts, established as part ofthe preparations forthe International Decade for
Nat ural Disaster Reduction, in the fight against |ocust and grasshopper infestation
by means of research programres on its biological, bio-climtic and chemca
aspects and on the risks of mutation which nmight make |ocusts moreresistant to
insecticides or the effects of climte:

13. Further jnvites the Secretary-General to undertake the necessary
consultations with the Menber States and organizations concerned with aviewto
establishing a United Nations international action unit to undertake co-ordinated
actions to control locustsand grasshoppers, particularly in the seriously infested
regions; and to that end, further invites the Food and Agricul ture O ganization of
the United Nations to establish a working group nade up of representatives of the
affected countries, the donor countries and the rel evant orqgani zations to prepare a
detailed plan to fight the locustand grasshopper infestation, including the
necessary nodalities and nmeans for the inplenentation of the action unit:
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14. Encourages tho Secretary-Gemeral to keep the question of tho locust and
grasshopper infestation under review, particularly in Africa, and to undertake, in
consultation with the Director-General of the Food end Agriculture Orgaaization of
the United Nations, the necessary actien to make the world community more aware of
the disastrous cumulative consequences of locust and grasshupper infestation,
specifically with respect to food security;

15. DPecides to include the question of the locust and grasshopper
infestation, particularly in Africa, in the provisional agenda of its forty-fourth
session, and requests the Secretary-General to submit to it on that occasion,
through the Economic and S»cial Council at its second regular Session in 1989, a
detailed report on the implementation of the provisions of this resolution,
including a report by che Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations on developments in the fight against locust and grasshopper
infestation.
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