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27 February the Governor of Nell York e.igned bills eXGmpting the United a1~1OI.

site from. locaL real estate taXes, authol'j z1ng the City of New York·to c~_

and trar..sfer property included within the boundaries ')f the sita', 'and'

for the exemption of the Rockefeller gift from the Federal gift tax. "on'

The necessary legislation reqUired under the conditions of

Mr. Rockefeller'a gift has been passed by both'Federal and stat~ Gove_nta.

On 26 Februar,y the President of the United states signed a biil prov1d1~'. . ,.

, . .. . ...

au~ori zing the Governor of New York to cede the Jurisdiction over the 'eite

to the United Nations.

I 2. A~9uisition of Webb and Knapp ProE61'ties
,. Q ",. . • ' . . •

The Rockefelle~ gift relates to the properties owned by "'ebb and.'!rlapp ','
. . .. .. .. .

(1\'hich oomprise the bulk of the l~d within the site). The United ifatlQG8
I . • •

~. • .O'

option ~o purcba.se these properties had been extended to 28 Febru.a;a:"1: 1it' ;t
ordel" to ~llow sufficient time for the p~asage of the necessary lesislat10n :'"

." and, the clearing of t~ ,title. :~though the necessary 'leg18J..it1~was 'lJlUIHI'l
'" ,',,""j

b7 ~8 February1 the ti~le ,~~ ~~d, not been able to complete the 8&t\rCh 'I
and counsel ~or Mr. Rockefeller aIld the Un!ted Nations had not been. abie to o-P :~~~

~ ~ ·~.i· , . ~; - ~ .• ~"",~-~1

.g~:ve the title ,question the necessary Qonaideration. Co~equ.entli'''ebbaat,:~:j
" , :. , • t" ",~ ! : " ;, , ", : ., '. ' • ' • , " \,~~

"iftf~ll asro:e~~i~~nd the option to.U .Mar~ ~~7.at 1fhioh ~~it , ')~~j
, 1$ .a!lcUeP the land will be oonveyed. to the United Nations.: '. '
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,~ , .
'.

l~a~ement of the Properties
...... _ • t i , .. ,.

After the United Nations acquires the site it will.be necessary ~p

oollect rent from present tenants and p;tiovide for the servicing of the

'bu1:t..<U.ngs until demolition co:mmences.. Discussions are now under way
" ' , "

With the City authorities who ar~ considering under~aking these management

aervices on a reimbursable basis.
, .

r 4.. Zoninp,

The Now York City authorities have made considerable pr0Sl:ess, with

regard to the zoning of the area surrounding the site, in order to protect

(

l '

it from undesirable uses. A plan drawn up by the Clty Plroming CcIUlJlission
, ,,' . . ., ,

:was.objected to by the representatives of the Secretary..General and ,has .
,Of '~<" ~~ :;" .. . ", " ~'"':~,

since been revised 'in such a manner that it is now satisfactory. Th~ basic

elements of the plan are as follows.
·'.r~~)'~~:j~~~··~ ~,~.,': .

• ill

;:.:....'.')~J.f•.. (':

~e area immediately adjacent to the site, i.e., the block to the north,
Of. ". ',.'. '.' . ' I' ,

,
and the frontage on the blocks to t~le west of First Avenue, have been zonad

..... ..

as "local Retail" .. '.
" '.

This l?ermits only the construction of residentia~

'buildings, with retail shol?s on the ground floor. The Planning CC"~sBion

has stated that this zoning is o~Y for purposes of interim prot~ction, ~d

tl9.t, ~ d.ef~nitive .regulation will be issued with r6spect to these pl0:ts when
t7:n,:rJ~\' .=,t. ,:'1 _." ;: ' '.' . '

plans for the development and the use of this, prol?erty are definitely known.
::,:.":_;1 :' .!. '. "...... . "f<: ." . ' I '';' :. Ij..' • ' .' ' " :'; t

·In a fairly large area beyond the immediately adjacent blocks the zoning
• .... • • " .; l '. • , ~ •

has b~en r~ised from "Unrestricted" or "Manufacturing" to eithe,r "Residential",
.~'.,. • .' • , I ", • I ••.. '

11Local Retail" or "Business".
,.ok ,'" ' • .:, .'f' '.'''.

~e relatively s~ll area between F1rst and
::' ,~ : ~

.S~cond Avenue.s has been zoned as "Manufacturing". This is due to the fact
:t .,~ .. , ~~ '- ., : '.." ..... , . , . .?~:

that this area is now occul?ied by several large skyscrapers, which are
." .,:'1' ,'. f ,'1', ',' ~ , ' • \ ,.' -r.·. ' .. '.. .".. .' ........ ,

. ,:u.~11~;e~ mainly by ~he l?rin.:ting trades. The City fel~ itself .unable to .
!if::" :1 .. '.. ... ..1 ,. .'. ;'~ ".\ .. ~. : ,':i ...';" ~'... ;'. .' '. ,'. " ~'. .I'••,"'~ . " , " " ••,

zone this area to a more restricted use, because of the high cost of the
..),:. ',': • '. ' .' .'. !'•.;: ~:.. ". "'... ,.1. ,,'r"', .... ;., " .. '.... , ~ .,,:'~' '·t',~··.\'

existing structures usod ;for this l?urpose. It is tbe opinion of Un!ted Natiom:
.':'. ,. :., t,,·· ~ 1"', ···.l·~ . ..; : ..:, ... '; , ., . I ,i J:.1 . (~., ;: .' i~', '( .. ' 1<.

,
OffIcials who have coneidere~ the problem that the present uses of this small ,r

..,,-.t,:n ": . . . , ~ .:: ': ...
.. _.......... • ", .... • .••• d .........

/area



~. area will not be objectionable to the United Nations site, and that the

.r zoning 9la.n as a whole ls satisfactory.

In addition to the above action by the City, the state Legislature

has peased a law g17ing the City of New York authority to regulate anrl

limit signs, billboards 8.71d advertising devices, shows, exhibits, aDl.U6'emente

and displays, in areas in M~attan and. Queens which surround or front

upon the lands occupied by the United.Nattuns. This legisla.tion will

enable the regulation of ol:Jectionable a.dvertising signs 9n the River ..

-..---
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