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PREPARATI ON FOR THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES

Draft decision subnmitted by the Chairman of Wrking G oup |

Conmittee on Science and Technology: work to be undertaken on
networking of institutions, agencies and bodies

The Intergovernnental Negotiating Committee,

Recalling the requirenments of article 25 of the Convention
Taki ng note of the report contained in docunent A/ AC. 241/ 66,

Requests the interimsecretariat to solicit proposals, in accordance wth
the terms of reference contained in annex | to this decision, fromthe

organi zations listed in annex Il to undertake the survey and evaluation referred
toin article 25 of the Convention of existing networks, institutions, agencies
and bodies willing to become units of a network that shall support the

i npl enent ati on of the Convention

Recommends that the Conference of the Parties, at its first session, adopt
the foll owi ng decision regarding the Comm ttee on Sci ence and Technol ogy:
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Conmittee on Science and Technology: work to be undertaken on
networking of institutions, agencies and bodies

Upon recomrendation of the Committee on Sci ence and Technol ogy,

Approves the terns of reference contained in annex I, for work to be
undertaken on the survey and evaluation referred to in article 25 of the
Convention of existing networks, institutions, agencies and bodies willing to
becorme units of a network that shall support the inplenmentation of the
Conventi on,

Furt her approves the request of the Cormittee on Sci ence and Technol ogy to
appoi nt an ad hoc panel to review the draft contractor's report in the
i nter-sessional period, in accordance with the Terns of Reference.

ANNEX |

TERVB OF REFERENCE ON WORK TO BE UNDERTAKEN ON NETWORKI NG
OF | NSTI TUTI ONS, AGENCI ES AND BODI ES

1. Phases

Recogni zi ng that a conplete inventory and eval uation of all networks,
institutions, agencies and bodies will be a | engthy process, the work plan of
the survey and evaluation activity of the Committee on Science and Technol ogy
(CST) will need to be broken into three phases (docunent A/ AC. 241/66, para. 7),
nanel y:

(a) Identification of the principal potential units, particularly
net wor ks;

(b) A pilot, in-depth survey and evaluation of potential units in a
particul ar regi on and subregi on; and

(c) Replication of the pilot survey and evaluation of units in other
regi ons and subregi ons.

In all three phases, the units surveyed and evaluated w |l include
governnental , intergovernnental, non-governnental, acadenm c and other private
sector entities. Pursuant to the programme of work outlined, the
I nt ergovernnmental Negotiating Committee seeks proposals for services froma
conpetent contractor to carry out the prelimnary survey and eval uation of
"potential units, particularly existing networks" and to propose a net hodol ogy
for carrying out the second and third phases, for consideration at the first
session of the Commttee on Science and Technol ogy.

2. Tasks to be conpleted by the contractor

(a) Identify the principal existing networks relevant to the effort to
conbat desertification and their role in areas such as information collection
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and exchange, research, technol ogy transfer, benchmarks and indicators,
capacity-building, policy formulation and | ocal |evel activities;

(b) Describe the actual conponents (including structure, node of operation
and wi |l lingness and capacity to contribute to the work of the Convention) as
wel | as categories of users, and map their geographical distributions;

(c) Enunerate the information needs of actual and potential users and the
extent to which such needs are being net in relation to the provision of
articles 16 to 19 of the Convention

(d) Identify and describe the |inkages anong the principal networks,
i ncl udi ng gaps and possi bl e overl aps;

(e) Elaborate the purposes, nethods and benefits of strengtheni ng networks
at various |evels;

(f) Develop criteria by which institutions, agencies and networks will be
evaluated in ternms of their capacity and effectiveness in contributing to the
i mpl ement ati on of the Convention

(g) Recommend:

(i) Methods and candi date regi ons and subregions for in-depth pil ot
surveys;

(i1) A practical cost-effective methodology to permt the CST to update the
inventory of networks on a regul ar basis;

(iii) A strategy by which a gl obal network of networks, institutions,
agenci es, and bodi es can be established for the purpose of supporting
i mpl ement ati on of the Convention

3. Solicitation of bids from organizations

I mredi ately following the tenth session of the Cormittee, the interim
secretariat shall invite organizations listed in annex Il to submit proposals to
carry out phase 1 activities. The proposals, which can come either fromthe
organi zations individually, or fromtwo or nore such organi zations jointly, nust
be received by the interimsecretariat by 15 May 1997. Each proposal nust be
acconpani ed by an executive summary not exceeding six pages in length. The
interimsecretariat shall arrange for the circulation of the executive sumaries
of these proposals prior to the first session of the Conmttee on Science and
Technol ogy. Copies of the conplete proposals will be available to the nmenbers
of the Committee on Science and Technol ogy on request.

4, Tinmng of inplenentation of the contract

(a) Prior to the first session of the Conference of the Parties and the
first session of the Commttee on Science and Technol ogy, the interim
secretariat will prepare a draft contract for consideration by the first session
of the Commttee on Science and Technol ogy. After any essential changes, the

/...
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Conmittee shall propose that the first session of the Committee on Science and
Technol ogy recomrend that the first session of the Conference of the Parties
approve the issuance of the contract and its adm nistration by the Secretariat.

(b) Wthin one nonth after the first session of the Conmittee on Science
and Technol ogy, the Secretariat will formalize and sign a contract with the
sel ected contractor.

(c) During the second through seventh nonths after the first session of
the Conm ttee on Science and Technol ogy, the contractor will conplete the tasks
enunerated in subparagraphs 2 (a) to (g) and subnmit a draft final report to the
Secretariat. This report will be acconpani ed by an executive summary not
exceedi ng 12 pages in | ength.

(d) During the first session of the Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy,
the Conm ttee recommends that the Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy request
approval of the Conference of the Parties to appoint an ad hoc panel of five
experts who will review the contractor's draft report. This advisory panel wll
formfor a fixed period of up to two weeks (during the eighth nmonth after the
first session of the Committee on Sci ence and Technol ogy) during which tinme the
panel will reviewthe contractor's report and executive summary and nmake
appropriate recommendations for editorial and other changes to ensure ful fil nent
of the terms of the contract.

(e) In light of the panel's review, the contractor will nake any necessary
revisions to the draft report and submit its revised version to the Secretariat
at least three nonths prior to the start of the second session of the Conference
of the Parties.

(f) The Permanent Secretariat will arrange for the translation of the
executive summary of the report into English and/or French and circul ate copies
to menbers of the Committee on Science and Technol ogy. Copies of the conplete
report submitted by the contractor will be available to nenbers of the Commttee
on Sci ence and Technol ogy on request.

4, Conmmuni cati on between contractor and client

If in the course of inplementing the contract, the contractor considers it
woul d be appropriate to clarify objectives or to consult on other technica
matters not foreseen in the contract, the contractor will correspond with the
Secretariat, which will in turn consult as necessary with the Bureau of the
Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy.
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ANNEX 11

LI ST OF ORGANI ZATI ONS

Arab Centre for the Studies of Arid Zones and Dry Lands (ACSAD), Danmscus

Desert Research Centre, Cairo

Food and Agriculture Oganization of the United Nations, Rone

| nt er nat i onal
Pari s

| nt er nat i onal
Hyder abad

I nt er nat i onal

I nt er nat i onal

Centre for Advanced Mediterranean Agrononic Studies (Cl HEAM,

Crop Research Institute for the Sem-Arid Tropics (ICRl SAT),

Devel opnent Research Centre, Otawa

Soi | Science Society, Vienna

Uni ted Nations Devel opnent Programre, New York

United Nations Environment Progranme, Nairobi

Uni versity of Arizona, Tucson



