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PREPARATI ON FOR THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES

Draft Decision Subnitted by the Chairman of Wrking G oup

Designation of a Permanent Secretariat and arrangenents
for its functioning: admnistrative arrangenents

The Intergovernnental Negotiating Committee,

Recalling its mandate to prepare for the first session of the Conference of
the Parties pursuant to General Assenbly resol ution 49/234 of 23 Decenber 1994,

Recommends that the Conference of the Parties adopt, at its first session
the foll owi ng decision concerning the adm ni strative arrangenments involved in
designating a Permanent Secretariat and maki ng arrangenents for its functioning.

Designation of a Permanent Secretariat and arrangenents
for its functioning: admnistrative arrangenents

The Conference of the Parties,

Recal ling that the Conference of the Parties, in accordance with
Article 23, paragraph 3 of the Convention, shall, at its first session,
designate a Permanent Secretariat and make arrangenment for its functioning,
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Havi ng exani ned t he reconmendati ons of the Intergovernnmental Negotiating
Conmittee on the administrative arrangenents involved in designation of a
Per manent Secretariat and arrangenents for its functioning,

1. Notes with appreciation the advice of the Secretary-Ceneral of the
United Nations on this matter as contained in docunment A/ AC.241/44, as anended
i n paragraph 4 of docunment A/ AC.241/55, as well as the clarifications in
docunent A/ AC. 241/64 and related comments made in Working G oup | of the
Commi tt ee;

2. Also notes with appreciation the advice of the Executive Director of
the United Nations Environment Programe on this matter as contained in docunent
A/ AC. 241/ 55/ Add. 2, as well as the clarifications in docunent A/ AC. 241/64 and
rel ated coments nmade in Wrking Goup | of the Conmttee

3. Deci des that the Permanent Secretariat of the Convention shall be
institutionally linked to the [United Nations] [United Nations Environnment
Programme], while not being fully integrated in the work progranme and
management structure of any particul ar departnent or programre;

4. Takes note of, and provisionally accepts the arrangenents proposed by
the [ Secretary-CGeneral] [Executive Director] for adm nistrative support to the
Per manent Secretari at;

5. Decides to review these arrangenents not later than its fourth
session, in consultation with the [Secretary-Ceneral] [Executive Director], with
a view to maki ng such nodifications as may be consi dered desirable by both
parties;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to pursue the question of the
all ot ment of overhead to defer adm nistrative expenses as indicated in the
advice of the [Secretary-Ceneral] [Executive Director] and to report the results
at its second session;

7. Expresses its appreciation to the departnments and programes of the
United Nations, as well as agencies of the United Nations system that have

supported the Interim Secretariat of the Convention and the I NCD process nore
generally and invites these entities and the Executive Secretary to collaborate
i n reachi ng understandi ngs that specify the nature of cooperation and support
whi ch each entity would provide to the Permanent Secretari at.



