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PREPARATION FOR THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES

Draft decision submitted by the Chairman

Participation of non-governmental and
intergovernmental organizations

The Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee,

Recalling its mandate to prepare for the first session of the Conference of
the Parties pursuant to General Assembly resolution 49/234 of 23 December 1994,

Recommends that the Conference of the Parties, at its first session, adopt
the following decision:

Participation of non-governmental and
intergovernmental organizations

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling article 22, paragraph 7 of the Convention,

Noting Rule 7 in the Rules of Procedure of the Conference of the Parties
which provides that any body or agency, whether national or international,
governmental or non-governmental, which is qualified in matters covered by the
Convention, and which has informed the Permanent Secretariat of its wish to be
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represented at a session of the Conference of the Parties as an observer, may be
so admitted unless at least one third of the Parties present object,

Noting also that such Rule 7 also provides that such observers may, upon
invitation of the President, participate without the right to vote in the
proceedings of any session in matters of direct concern to the body or agency
they represent, unless at least one third of the Parties present at the session
object,

Decides:

(a) To accredit to the first session of the Conference of the Parties the
non-governmental organizations previously accredited to sessions of the
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for the elaboration of an International
Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious
Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa, as listed in annex I to
this decision;

(b) To accredit to the first and subsequent sessions of the Conference of
the Parties those additional non-governmental organizations which the
Secretariat may recommend for accreditation, as listed in annex II to this
decision;

(c) In deciding on the accreditation of additional non-governmental
organizations to the second and subsequent ordinary or extraordinary sessions of
the Conference of the Parties, the Conference of the Parties shall take account
of decisions 1/1 and 2/1 concerning the participation of non-governmental
organizations as adopted by the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development at its first and second sessions
(documents A/45/46, annex I and A/46/48, annex I). Non-governmental
organizations so accredited may participate in accordance with the Rules of
Procedure of the Conference of the Parties;

(d) To accord observer status at the first session of the Conference of
the Parties to all the intergovernmental organizations previously accorded such
status at sessions of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for the
elaboration of an International Convention to Combat Desertification in Those
Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in
Africa, as listed in annex III to this decision;

(e) To accord observer status at the first and subsequent sessions of the
Conference to the Parties those additional intergovernmental organizations which
the Secretariat may recommend to be accorded such status, as listed in annex IV
to this decision;

(f) In deciding on according observer status to additional
intergovernmental organizations to the second and subsequent ordinary or
extraordinary sessions of the Conference of the Parties, the Conference of the
Parties shall bear in mind the established practice of the General Assembly of
the United Nations. Organizations accorded such status may participate in
accordance with the Rules of the Conference of the Parties.
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ANNEX I

List of non-governmental organizations previously accredited to
sessions of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for the
Elaboration of an International Convention to Combat 
Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought

and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa

Those non-governmental organizations referred to in the following decisions
of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee:

1/1 except for the organization referred to in paragraph 72 thereof,
Southern Africa Regional Commission for the Conservation and
Utilization of the Soil (SARCCUS)

2/2 

3/1

4/1

5/1

6/1

7/1

8/1

9/1

10/11

ANNEX II

              List of additional non-governmental organizations to be
              accredited to the first and subsequent sessions of the

Conference of the Parties

(To be completed)

                        

     1 A reservation was expressed after the adoption of this decision with
respect to the non-governmental organization referred to in paragraph 10 of
document A/AC.241/9/Add.13 and Corr.1, in terms of its participation in the
Conference of the Parties.
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ANNEX III

            List of intergovernmental organizations previously accorded
            observer status at sessions of the Intergovernmental
            Negotiating Committee for the Elaboration of an International
            Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries
            Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification,

Particularly in Africa

1. Arab Maghreb Union (AMU)

2. Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD)

3. Permanent Inter-State Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILLS)

4. Sahara and Sahel Observatory (OSS)

5. Southern African Development Corporation (SADC)

6. Centre for Environment and Development Arab Region and Europe (CEDARE)

7. Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research/International
Crops Research Institute for Semi-Arid Tropics (CGIAR/ICRISAT)

8. Southern African Regional Commission for the Conservation and Utilization
of Soil (SARCCUS)

ANNEX IV

             List of additional intergovernmental organizations to be
             accorded observer status at the first and subsequent

sessions of the Conference of the Parties

(To be completed)
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