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Annotations to the agenda

1. Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of work

Arrangenents have been made for the tenth session to be held at the
United Nations Headquarters in New York, on 6-17 January 1997.

At the ninth session, the Commi ttee adopted the provisional agenda for
the tenth session, as contained in the report of the ninth session (Docunent
A/ 51/ 76/ Add.1). The provisional agenda is submitted for adoption.

A list of docunments for the session and ot her docunents of rel evance is
provided in Annex |I. In addition to normal distribution, docunments will be
made available on the Secretariat's world wide web site at the follow ng
address on the Internet: <http://ww.unep.ch/>  Atentative schedul e of work
is provided in Annex I1.

The session will be opened by the Chairman of the Committee at 10:00
a.m, on 6 January. The brief opening session will be i mediately foll owed by
neeti ngs of regional groups to be continued in the afternoon, as well as the
norni ng of Tuesday, 7 January. The Plenary will resume on the afternoon of
Tuesday, 7 January, at which tinme it will hear statements fromthe Chairman
of the Conmittee and t he Executive Secretary, who will present an overvi ew of
i ssues before the Committee at the tenth session and will introduce the
docunents prepared by the Secretariat.

Under this agenda item the Conmittee will also review docunent
A AC. 241/ 9/ Add. 13 on the accreditati on of non-governmental organizations.

The Bureau will neet, prior to the opening of the session, at 6 p.m,
on 5 January, 1997.

The Contact G oup established by decision of the Conmittee [9/2] will
meet at 6.30 p.m on 8 January, 1997.

2. Preparation for the Conference of the Parties

This agenda itemrefers to i ssues which require a decision at the first
neeting of the Conference of the Parties, or soon thereafter. The | NCD
continued work on these issues at its ninth session in two Wrking Goups, in
accordance with resolution 6/1 on the organi zation and programe of work for
the interimperiod.

The current status of each issue is set out bel ow.

Pl enary |ssues:

Desi gnation of a Permanent Secretariat and arrangenments for its
functioning: physical location - in accordance with its decision [9/2], the
Group will have before it for consideration docunent A/ AC. 241/ 63 presented by
the interimsecretariat, inconsultationwth the three Governnents concerned,
conparing the major elenents of the offers of the Governnments of Canada,
CGermany and Spain, contained in docunments A/ AC. 241/55/Add. 1, Add.2 and Add.
3, to host the Permanent Secretariat at Montreal, Bonn and Mircia,
respectively.

Wirki ng Group One | ssues:

(a) Designation of a Permanent Secretariat and arrangenents for its
functioning: the Goup will have before it,

(i) for further consideration, in accordance with its decision [9/7],
document A/ AC. 241/WG 1 (VI1)/L.1 subnitted by Uganda on behal f of
the States nmenbers of the United Nations that are menbers of the
G oup of 77 and China, and
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(ii) for consideration, in accordance with its decision [9/7], a
witten conpilation (document A/AC 241/64) of questions of
nmenbers of the INCD concerning the offers of the Secretary
General of the United Nations and the Executive Director of
United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) to provide overall
adm ni strative support to the Permanent Secretariat, along with
t he answers provided.

(b) Fi nanci al rules: consistent withits decision[9/8], the G oup will have
before it Annex 1 to Decision 9/8 in the report on the ninth session (docunent
A/ 51/ 76/ Add. 1), containing a revised version of the draft financial rules of
the Conference of the Parties, its subsidiary bodies and the Permanent
Secretariat, taking into account the views expressed by delegations at the
ni nt h session.

(c) Identification of an organization to house the d obal Mechanism in
accordance with its decision [9/6], the Goup will have before it Annex 1 to
Decision 9/6 in the report on the ninth session (document A/51/76/Add. 1),
containing the draft text on the functions of the d obal Mechani sm and the
criteria for selecting an institution to house it for further consideration,
particularly of its section A paragraph 4.

(d) Programme and Budget - in accordance with its decision [8/3], the Goup
wi || have before it for consideration document A/ AC. 241/65, a draft programe
of work of the Conference of the Parties and the budget estimtes of the
Convention for the first financial period followi ng the first session of the
Conference of the Parties.

Wirking Group Two | ssues:

(a) Organi zation of scientific and technol ogi cal cooperation: the Goup will
have before it

(i) in accordance with its decision [9/11], a report (docunent
A AC. 241/66) on a draft proposed programme of work for the
Conmittee on Science and Technology based on contributions
subm tted by | NCD nenbers by Cctober 15 1996, and

(ii) 1in accordance with its decision [9/11], a report (docunent
A AC. 241/67) on the work of the bodies of other relevant
organi sati ons and Conventions performng work simlar to the work
envi saged to be undertaken by the Committee on Science and
Technol ogy, and possi bl e areas of cooperation with such bodies.

(b) Rul es of procedure of the Conference of the Parties: in accordance with
its decision [9/13], the Goup will have before it docunent A/ AC. 241/ 48/ Rev. 2
providing a revised text reflecting deliberations in the Goup at the ninth
sessi on.

(c) Procedures for conmmuni cation  of information and review of
i mpl ementation: in accordance with its decision [9/12], the Goup will have
before it document A/ AC 241/68 reporting further on work being done on
benchnmarks and indicators to nmeasure progress in the inplenmentation of the
Conventi on.

3. Speci al action: urgent action for Africa and actions taken in the Asi an,

Latin Anerican and the Caribbean, and Northern Mediterranean regions

The Plenary will continue its exani nati on of nmeasures taken to i npl enent
the resol ution on urgent neasures for Africa, as well as actions taken in the
Asi an, Latin Anerican and the Cari bbean and Northern Mediterranean regions.
Di scussions will be organized by regions and by thenes regarding issues
arising in the progress of interimaction.
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The Executive Secretary will report on nmeasures taken by the Secretari at
to facilitate urgent neasures for Africa and actions taken in other regions
as well as on cooperation with rel evant bodi es or agenci es and coordi nation
wi th other conventions.

4, Status of signature and ratification of the Convention

The Executive Secretary will present a status report on this item The
Conmittee may wish to consider whether any action is required to pronote
ratification and accession.

5. Revi ew of the situation as regards extrabudgetary funds

The Conmittee will have before it docunent A/ AC. 241/69 subnmitted by the
Secretariat indicating the present status and fundi ng needs of the Special
Vol untary Fund to support the participation of devel oping countries, and the
Trust Fund for the negotiating process.

6. Adoption of the report of the session

A draft report on the work of the session will be presented for
consi deration by the Conmttee, in accordance with established practice.
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ANNEX |

List of docunents for the tenth session of the Committee

A/ AC. 241/ 62
A AC. 241/ 63

A AC. 241/ 64

A/ 51/ 76/ Add.

A/ 51/ 76/ Add.

A AC. 241/ 65
A AC. 241/ 66

A AC. 241/ 48/ Rev. 2

A AC. 241/ 67

A AC. 241/ 68

A AC. 241/ 69

A/ AC. 241/ 9/ Add. 13

O her docunents of
Secretariat docunents:

Fifth session

A AC. 241/ 27

Sixth session

A AC. 241/ 28
A AC. 241/ 29

A AC. 241/ 30 & Add. 1

A AC. 241/ 31

Seventh session

A AC. 241/ 32
A AC. 241/ 33

A AC. 241/ 34
A AC. 241/ 35

AC. 241/ 36

A
A AC. 241/ 37

Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of work
Desi gnation of a Pernmanent Secretariat and
arrangenents for its functioning: physical |ocation
Desi gnation of a Pernmanent Secretariat and
arrangenents for its functioning: admnistrative
arrangenent s

Report on ninth session containing, as Annex to
Decision 9/8, draft financial rules of the
Conference of the Parties, its subsidiary bodi es and
t he Permanent Secretari at

Report on ninth session containing, as Annex to
Decision 9/6, draft text on the functions of the

G obal Mechanismand the criteria for selecting an
institution to house it

Programe and budget

Report on a draft proposed programe of work for the
Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy

Draft Rules of procedure for the Conference of the
Parties

Report on work of other bodies perform ng work
simlar to that envisaged for the Conmittee on

Sci ence and Technol ogy

Report on work bei ng done on benchmarks and

i ndi cators to measure progress in inplenentation of
t he Convention, its subsidiary bodi es and Permanent
Secretari at

Revi ew of the situation as regards extrabudgetary
funds

Li st of non-governnental organisations recomended
for accreditation

rel evance

Fi nal text of the Convention

Adopti on of the agenda and organi zati on of work
Work programme for the interimperiod and
preparation for the Conference of the Parties
Conpi l ati on of information on inplenentation of the
resol uti on on urgent neasures for Africa

Revi ew of the situation as regards extrabudgetary
funds

Adopti on of the agenda and organi zati on of work

I dentification of an organi zati on to house the

G obal Mechani sm

Desi gnhation of a permanent secretariat and
arrangenents for its functioning

Draft financial rules of the Conference of the
Parties, its subsidiary bodies and the Pernanent
Secretari at

Programme and budget

Organi zation of scientific and technical cooperation
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A AC. 241/ 38

A AC. 241/ 39

A AC. 241/ 40

A AC. 241/ 41

A AC. 241/ 41/ Add. 1

A AC. 241/ 9/ Add. 10

Ei ght h session

A AC.
A AC.

A AC.
A AC.
A AC.
A AC.
A AC.
A AC.
A AC.
A AC.
A AC.
A AC.

A AC.

241/ 42
241/ 43

241/ 44
241/ 45
241/ 46
241/ 47
241/ 48
241/ 49
241/ 50
241/ 51
241/ 52
241/ 52/ Add. 1

241/ 9/ Add. 11

Ninth session

A AC
A AC

A AC
A AC

A AC

A AC

A AC

A AC

A AC

. 241/ 53
. 241/ 53/ Corr. 1

. 241/ 54
. 241/ 54/ Add. 1

. 241/ 54/ Add. 2

. 241/ 54/ Add. 3

. 241/ 55

. 241/ 55/ Add. 1

. 241/ 55/ Add. 2

Draft rules of procedure of the Conference of the
Parties

Procedures for comunication of information and
revi ew of inplenmentation

| mpl enent ati on of urgent action for Africa and
action in other regions: conpilation of information
Revi ew of the situation as regards extrabudgetary
funds

Revi ew of the situation as regards extrabudgetary
funds

Li st of non-governnental organizations recomended
for accreditation

Adopti on of the agenda and organi zati on of work
Identification of an organi zati on to house the

d obal Mechani sm

Desi gnhation of a permanent secretariat and
arrangenents for 1ts functioning

Draft financial rules of the Conference of the
Parties, its subsidiary bodies and the Pernanent
Secretari at

Programme and budget

Organi zation of scientific and technical cooperation
Draft rules of procedure of the Conference of the
Parties

Procedures for comunication of information and
revi ew of inplenmentation

Procedures to resol ve questions on inplenentation
Procedures for conciliation and arbitration
Revi ew of the situation as regards extrabudgetary
funds

Revi ew of the situation as regards extrabudgetary
funds

Li st of non-governnental organizations recomended
for accreditation

Adopti on of the agenda and organi zati on of work
Corri gendum of docunent A/ AC. 241/53 - Adoption of

t he agenda and organi zati on of work

Desi ghation of a Permanent Secretariat and
arrangenents for its functioning: physical |ocation
Desi gnhation of a Permanent Secretariat and
arrangenents for its functioning: physical |ocation
- Ofer of the Government of Canada

Desi gnhation of a Permanent Secretariat and
arrangenents for its functioning: physical |ocation
- Ofer of the Governnment of the Federal Republic of
Ger many

Desi gnati on of a Permanent Secretariat and
arrangenents for its functioning: physical |ocation
- Ofer of the Government of Spain

Desi ghati on of a Permanent Secretariat and
arrangenents for its functioning: admnistrative
arrangenent s

Desi ghation of a Permanent Secretariat and
arrangenents for its functioning: admnistrative
arrangenents - O fer of the United Nations

Devel opnent Programre (UNDP)

Desi gnation of a Permanent Secretariat and
arrangenents for its functioning: admnistrative
arrangenents - Ofer of the United Nations

Envi ronment Progranmre ( UNEP)
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A/ AC. 241/ 55/ Add. 3 Desi gnati on of a Permanent Secretariat and
arrangenents for its functioning: admnistrative
arrangenents - O fer of the Wrld Meteorol ogica
Organi sati on (WD)

A AC. 241/ 45/ Rev. 1 Draft financial rules of the Conference of the
Parties, its subsidiary bodies and the Pernanent
Secretari at

A AC. 241/ 56 I dentification of an organi zati on to house the
d obal Mechani sm

A AC. 241/ 57 Organi zation of scientific and technical cooperation

A AC. 241/ 48/ Rev. 1 Draft rules of procedure of the Conference of the
Parties

A/ AC. 241/ 49/ Rev. 1 Procedures for comunication of information and
revi ew of inplenentation

A/ AC. 241/ 58 Report on work being done on benchnarks and

i ndicators to nmeasure progress in the inplenmentation
of the Convention

A AC. 241/ 59 Revi ew of the situation as regards extrabudgetary
funds
A AC. 241/ 9/ Add. 12 Li st of non-governnental organizations recomended

for accreditation

Report of past |INCD sessions:

A/ 49/ 84/ Add. 2 Report of the INCD on its fifth session
A/ 50/ 74 Report of the INCD on its sixth session
A/ 50/ 74/ Add. 1 Report of the INCD on its seventh session
A/ 50/ 76 Report of the INCD on its eighth session
A/ 51/ 76/ Add. 1 Report of the INCD on its ninth session

Ceneral Assenbly resolutions:
Resol uti on 47/188 of 2 Decenber 1992

- Establishment of an intergovernnental negotiating conmittee
for the el aboration of an international convention to conbat
desertification in those countries experiencing serious drought
and/ or desertification, particularly in Africa

Resol uti on 48/ 191 of 21 Decenber 1993

- El aboration of an international convention to conbat
desertification in countries experiencing serious drought
and/ or desertification, particularly in Africa

Resol ution 49/115 of 19 Decenber 1994
- Cbservance of Wrld Day to Conbat Desertification and Drought
Resol ution 49/234 of 23 Decenber 1994

- Elaboration of an international convention to conbat
desertification in countries experiencing serious drought
and/ or desertification, particularly in Africa

Resol ution 50/112 of 20 Decenber 1995

- El aboration of an international convention to conbat
desertification in countries experiencing serious drought
and/or desertification, particularly in Africa.

Any resolutions of the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session relating
to the Elaboration of an international convention to conbat desertification
i ncountries experiencing serious drought and/ or desertification,particularly
in Africa.
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ANNEX 1 |
Tentative schedul e of work
Dat e Pl enary Worki ng group | Wor ki ng group 11
Monday, Adopti on of agenda
6 January and organi zation of |  ------ | ------
A. M 10: 00 wor k;
(Doc. A/ AC. 241/ 62)
foll owed by
neetings of
regi onal groups
P. M 15: 00 Meetings of |  ------
regi onal groups
Tuesday Meeti ngs of
7 January regional groups | ------ | ------
A.M 10:00
P.M 15:00 I ntroductory |  ------
statenents; status
of signature and
ratification; NGO
accreditation
(Doc.
Al AC. 241/ 9/ Add. 13)
Wednesday, | @@ 0 ------- d obal Mechani sm Rul es of procedure
8 January (Doc. (Doc. A/ AC. 241/ 48/
A. M 10: 00 A/ 51/ 76/ Add. 1) Rev. 2)
P.M15:00 | ------ d obal Mechani sm Conmruni cati on of
(Doc. i nformation and
A/ 51/ 76/ Add. 1) revi ew of
i mpl enent ati on:
simlar bodies
(Doc. A/ AC. 241/ 67)
Thursday, |  ------ d obal Mechani sm S&T cooperation -
9 January (Doc. draft work
A. M 10: 00 A/ 51/ 76/ Add. 1) pr ogr anme
(Doc. A/ AC. 241/ 66)
P.M15:00 | ------ Desi gnati on of a S&T cooperation -
Per manent draft work
Secretari at: pr ogr ame
adm ni strative (Doc. A/ AC. 241/ 66)
arrangenent s
(Doc. A/ AC. 241/ 64)
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Friday, |  ------ Fi nanci al rules Conmruni cati on of
10 January (Doc. info and revi ew of
A. M 10: 00 A/ 51/ 76/ Add. 1) i mpl emrent ati on
benchnmar ks and
i ndi cators
(Docs. A/ AC. 241/
68)
P. M 15: 00 Programme & Budget | ------
(Doc. A/ AC. 241/ 65)
Monday, Revi ew of progress; [ To be determ ned] [ To be determ ned]
13 January conpari son of
A M 10:00 offers relating to
| ocation of
per manent
secretariat (Doc.
Al AC. 241/ 63) ;
P.M 15:00 revi ew of situation " " " "
as regards
ext rabudget ary
funds
(Doc. A/ AC. 241/ 69)
Tuesday, |  ------ [ To be determ ned] [ To be determ ned]
14 January
A:M 10: 00
P. M 15: OO ______ n n n n
Wednesday, Urgent action for | ------ | a-a---
15 January Africa and interim
A M 10:00 actions in Asian,
Latin Anerican and
t he Cari bbean, and
Nort hern
Medi t er r anean
regi ons
P.M 15:00 " N [ T P
Thursday, |  ------ | - e
16 January
A.M 10:00
P.M 15:00 | = ------ | ee---- e
Fri day, Adoption of report |  ------ | a-----
17 January of tenth session

A M 10:00




