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I NTRODUCTI ON

1. At its fifth session, the INCD adopted, along with the Convention, a
resolution for urgent action in Africa. Paragraphs 11 and 12 of this resol ution
request ed

(a) affected African countries to provide information at the tine of
signing the Convention on actions they have taken or propose to take
for the inplenmentation of the resolution; and

(b) devel oped countries and i nt ergovernmental organi zations at all |evels,
as well as countries that may offer assistance on a voluntary basis,
to give the same kind of information at the tine of signature,
including indications of the provision of financial and other
resour ces.

2. At the signature cerenony in Paris Cctober 14-15, fifty-two countries and
el even organi zations made statements. In addition, thirty-three countries and
organi zati ons expressed their intentions regarding the urgent action for Africa
during debate on desertificationissues at the forty-ninth General Assenbly session
of COctober 21 and October 25. In both cases, many statenents also covered
i mpl ement ati on of the Convention outside of Africa, including during the interim
peri od before the Convention enters into force. This was consi stent w th paragraph
7 of the Conmittee's resolution on interimarrangenments, which invited States and
regi onal economic integration organizations to conmuni cate information regarding
neasures taken consistent with the Convention during the interimperiod.

3. Countries and organizations kindly supplied the Interim Secretariat with
copies of their statements. The purpose of this note is to attenpt to summari ze
the statenents in order to provide background for the Conmittee's consideration of
Convention inplementation during the interimperiod. In addition, extracts of the
statenents are provided in an addendumto this docunment in the |anguage in which
they were submtted. Both the summary and the extracts concentrate on the urgent
action for Africa but also highlight specific steps to inplenent the Convention in
ot her regions.

4, The extracts are unedited, except for obvious spelling or granmatical errors,
and are designed to reproduce only key parts of the statenments. Hence, they do not
reflect the full position of governments and organizations. The Interim

Secretariat may, on request, make copies of an individual statenent.

. SUWARY OF STATEMENTS

A African countries and organizations
5. Representatives of affected countries in Africa generally underlined the

prime i nportance to themof urgent inplenmentation of the Convention, their primary
responsibility to initiate national action progranmes, or restructure existing
ones, and their interest in working with nei ghbouring countries in the framework
of sub-regional action programes. Many al so stressed the i nportance of devol ving
decision nmaking to the conmunity level, of sensitizing their publics to the
provisions of the Convention, of increasing popular participation in
desertification control progranmmes and of working closely with non-governmental
organi zati ons (NGCs) .

6. A nunber of affected African countries al so indicated specific nmeasures they
were undertaking for urgent action in Africa including:
(a) The establishnent, in varying institutional forns, of nationa
coordinating bodies to deal with the update, fornul ation,
i mpl enentation, and follow up of national action progranmes;

(b) The creation of national desertification control funds;
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(c) The organi zation of workshops or national conferences involving all
rel evant actors in the action progranme process;

(d) The launching of urgent canpaigns to inform the public and policy
makers of the provisions of the Convention; and

(e) The preparation of project proposals specially for inplenmentation
under the urgent action for Africa.

7. Menbers of the Permanent Intergovernmental Conmittee for Drought Control in
the Sahel (CILSS), the Intergovernmental Authority on Drought and Devel opnent
(1 GADD) and the Magreb Arab Union (UMA) indicated that countries of the three
subregions had each met to begin the process of preparing subregional action
programes and had formally designated the rel evant subregional organizations as
focal points.

8. Three African intergovernmental organizations, pointed to the specific
foll owi ng steps they were undertaking to enhance, as a high priority, the urgent
action for Africa:

(a) The Organization for African Unity (QAU) is examining nodalities for
assisting African subregi onal organi zations in preparing subregional
programmes. It also intends to raise public awareness via sem nars.

(b) The Econonmic Conmission for Africa (ECA) wll assist in the
identification, fornulation and inplenentation of regional and
subregi onal projects and is undertaking a vigorous canpaign to

pronote ratification of the Convention.

(c) The African Devel opment Bank (ADB) pointed to its work with the
United Nations Environmental Programe (UNEP) and the United Nations
Sudano- Sahelian O fice (UNSO to provide specific assistance in the
preparati on of subregional as well as national action programes. In
addition, ADB stated it was restructuring its progranmes, on the
basi s of special studies, to conplenment better the objectives of the
Conventi on.

B. Devel oped countries and organi zati ons
9. Devel oped countries generally stressed the high priority they give to the

urgent action for Africa, particularly the preparation of effective national and
subregional action programmes, and their wllingness to restructure their
assi stance programes to fit Convention i nplenmentation on the Continent. Many al so
highlighted their intention to participate in consultative processes leading to
partnership arrangenents.

10. The secretariats of the Organization for Econoni ¢ Cooperation and Devel oprent
(CECD) and the O ub du Sahel stressed that their organi zati ons woul d play an active
role in the urgent action, particularly by nobilizing resources and by fostering
partnershi p arrangenments at nati onal and subregional | evels. The O ub du Sahel will
al so share the results of its special relationship with CILSS with other regional
groupings in Africa.

11. Most devel oped countries, as well as the European Union, also indicated that
substantial funds woul d be avail able for actionin Africa during the interimperiod
and/ or described specific programe initiatives and plans. Exanples of the latter
i ncl uded:

(a) Australia's joint contingency study with the Wrld Meteorol ogical
Organi zation (WMD) on |inking drought nmonitoring centres in Africa

(b) Canada's financial support of subregional and national action
programmes in West Africa and its establishnent of an integrated
i nformati on network

(c) France's | aunching of a new renewabl e energy programe
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(d) Japan's plans to send survey nissions to assess the needs of affected
African countries

(e) The United Kingdomis work with the United Nations Devel oprment
Programme (UNDP) on desertification indicators and participatory
approaches to planning and its production of a users guide to action
by | ocal comunities

12. Several devel oped countries specifiedthe sectors their assi stance programes
woul d support including: sustainable |and use, reforestation, water supply and
conmuni ty participationinthe devel opnent process (Ireland); poverty eradication
erosi on control and water supply (Sweden); and community | evel programmes (Spain).
O hers indicated the countries or subregion on which their programe would
concentrate; for exanple, Portugal intends to reenforce programes in the Mgreb
t he Sahel and Southern Africa.

C. Latin Anerican and Asian countries

13. A nunmber of statenments from non-OECD countries outside Africa stressed
wi | lingness to share experience and technol ogi cal expertise with African countries
during the interim period.

14. Aside fromindicating their solidarity with the urgent action in Africa, nmany
Latin American and Asian countries highlighted actions they were taking
donestically to inplenment the Convention even before its entry into force.
Exanmpl es of such actions included:

(a) The drafting of national action programes to conbat desertification,
or their inclusion in national environnental strategies (China,
Col onbi a, Iran, Korea, Pakistan, Peru)

(b) The establishnent of institutions to coordinate desertification
control efforts (China, Iran)

(c) Specific project initiatives in sectors such as reforestation, small-
scale irrigation, land reclanation, shelterbelts and soil and water
conservation (China, India, Pakistan, Syria)

(d) Planning for international workshops on desertification issues or
establ i shment of desertification control centres (China, Iran, Israel)

15. Several Latin American and Asian countries pointed to possibilities for
subregi onal and regional cooperation in their areas, for exanple, cooperation to
advance regi onal projects inthe Mddle East in arid-zone agricultural devel opnent,
alternate energy sources and desalini zation technol ogy.

D. Internati onal organizations
16. Uni ted Nations agenci es and ot her international organizations concerned with

conbatting desertification uniformly pledged to be full partners in the urgent
action for Africa and inplenentation of the Convention nore generally. They al so
noted the followi ng specific actions they were taking:

(a) The Food and Agricultural Oganization (FAO stands ready to offer
affected countries the benefits of its |ong experience in conbatting
desertification. It is launching a participatory process to formul ate
concrete actions in Sudano-Sahelian Africa. It will also use its
Investnment Centre to bring its own resources to bear and wll
strengthen nmultiplier effects with its financial partners.

(b) The International Crop Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics
(I CRISAT) is launching a Desert Margins Eco-regional Initiative at a
wor kshop in Nairobi in January 1995. It will enhance action in Africa
by pronmoting inproved and innovative technologies that integrate
ef fective soil nutrient managenent strategies with inproved soil and
wat er conservation techni ques.



(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

A AC. 241/ 30
page 5

The Islamc Developnent Bank is prepared to work with its nenber
states and with other intergovernnmental organizations to finance
speci fic projects under the Convention.

The I nternational Fund for Agricultural Devel opnent (I FAD) has agreed
with FAO on full conplenentarity between the efforts of the two
agencies in both technical and investnent activities. Through its
Speci al Progranme for Africa, |FADw Il imredi ately provide financi al
support for the preparation of African action programes while
assisting in the activities of the Interim Secretariat to facilitate
the urgent action for Africa.

The United Nations Devel opnment Progranme (UNDP) will work, through,
its United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Ofice (UNSO and other
international agencies to assure rapid and effective preparation of
action programmes and to nobilize financing for their inplenmentation.

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) will provide
significant financial support to respond to requests from African
countries and organizations for assistance in carrying out the urgent
African action. It is also focusing heavily on raising public
awar eness of the Convention and marshalling scientific information in
sinmple form

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO is launching, in collaboration wth other conpetent
organi zations, an interdisciplinary initiative on information and
education for the environnment that can contribute to the urgent action
for Africa. It will also support such action with research and
training projects under its core programes, particularly the Man and
the Biosphere (MAB) progranme and the International Hydrol ogical
Pr ogr anme.

The Wdrld Meteorological Oganization (WMD) is preparing (in
col l aboration wth the International Panel of Experts on
Desertification and the Interi mSecretariat) a special study to assi st
in the hydrological portions of national and subregional action
programmes. It will also work with other interested organizations to
nmeet the provisions of articles of the Convention relevant to its
nmandat e.

The World Bank will support Convention inplenentation over the next
three years through its portfolio of 48 projects, half of which are in
Africa, for environnent and natural resource managenent in drylands
amounting to 2 billion dollars. It will enphasize the integration of
desertification concerns i nto mai nstreamdevel opnent pl anni ng t hrough
Nat i onal Environnental Action Plans and ot her devices. [Its progranmes
wi || highlight assistance in environnental planning, capacity buil ding
and regional /thematic initiatives.



