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L. I'h_ has heon agreed that the first meeting of the First
Part of the Flrst Seasslion of the General Assembly shall be
eonveked for 3.45 p.m. on Thursday, 10 January 1946, It ia the
present Intentlen that the meeting shell be Permally called to
‘order at 4 p.m. and thet the proccedings shall actuslly stert ab
L.3 p.m, precisely, sc as to allow radic eommsntators thiree
minutes in which to introduce the thome and "bulld up” their
storles. At this moment, the Acting Prewldent will deliver a
speech which ls likely to last about seven minutes. After
Dr. Zuleta's spesch has been tranelated, the Prime Minister of the
Unlted Kingdom, Mr. Attlee, will address the fieneral Assembly, ani
it.is probable that hls epeech will not take mére than a quarter
of en hour, thus enabling it to fit into the radle time-table.
The translation of the Prime Minister's speech 1s, therefore,
1ikely to end at about 4. 45 p.m.
2. Tt had orlginally been the intention to oall on some other
Pelegata to respond, on behelf of the Gensral Assembly, to the
Prime Minleter's Address, and frr the meeting then to adjourn.
It ip now euggested, however, that it might be betber to
procesd, at about 4.50 p.m.. with the next item on ‘the Agenda
nemely the elsotion of the Preslident. As is known, the
Pregldent and other eleoted offigers of the General Assembly,

as weoll as. the members of the Counclls, will be chopery by

*  This dooument will appsesr in the Journal of the
10 January 1046. '
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seoret ballpt, énd (in ‘the tage of these officers) by a simple
majority of the members prement smd voting., Even 1f the eleotion
of the Presidenﬁ is contested, 1t seems ilmprobable thet the
neceggary balloting will take much longer than helf an hour, and
tys probebllity is, therefore, that 1t will be over by about 5.15 -
or 5.30 p.m. The new President will then dsliver his presiﬁential.
address, unless he should prefer to meks a few impromptu remarks on
this ooccasion, leaving hig formal addremgs Tor a subseguent meeting.
3. If this scheduls ere adhered tc, the proceddings on Friday
would conssquently cpen with the censlderation of Item 3 on the
Agenda. It may be hcped that Items 3 to 7 incluelive will be

dealt with quite guickly dwring the morning meeting, The plenary
meeting could then turn ite attention lmmediately to the
constitution of the Main Committess and the CGeneral Commlties.
Since Delegations should previcusly have submitted lists of thelr
repregentatives on each of the #ix Maln Comnittees of the General
Agsembly, it should be possible to arrange for two of the
Committess to meet before lunch, another twe at 2.15 p.m., =nd

the final two at (say) 3 p.m., for the sole purpose of electing
their dhairman. Accordlng to the Provlsional Rules of Frocedure,
the Chalrmen of the slx Mailn Committees will be nomirated and
elected by the Committees on ths basls of equitable gsographleoal
distribution, expefishce_and pergonsal competence. It ls

suggested thet the Vide-Chairmen and the Rapporteurs should he
elected at the second meeting of sach of the Committess.

L, At L.30 p.m., a plensry mesting of the General Assembly

would then be held for the purpose of electing the seven Vice-
Presidents (Ttem 9 on the Agenda). According to the Provisional
ﬁules of Procedure, the Vice-Presidents will be elected vm

the basls of ensuring the representative character of the

General Committes. Presumaebly the method of doing so
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would be for each Principal Delegate to write down seven names

on & ballot paper. Any candldate who receives by this mesns more
_thaﬁ fifty per cent of the votes wlll be eleocted. It is to be
expected that four or Five will recelve the necessary majority
at the first ballot, A further ballot would then be held, for
the remeining two or three. All this might be over within an
hour,

5. Durlng the next two hours it might therefore be possible

t¢ get through Ttems 11 and 12, namely the election of the
non-é%rman@nh”@smbers qf.tha Securlity Council and the members

of the Eéonami&aand Soéial Couneil. On the whole, however, it
.would.probably be wiser to postpone these important elsctions
until Safurday mérning,‘even if 1t were technically possible to
start offkon,the glsction of the Security Councll on the previous
eysniﬁgf Tt may be noted that each member of the Councils must be
elected by, a two-thirds vather than by a simple majorlty of
members prééent end voting. Once the gix non-permanent msmbers
of the Security Council are elscted, 1t will be necessary to hold
& further ballot to declde which of the slz asre to gerve for a
two-yoar, and which for a one-year term. After the elghteen
mewbers of the Economic and Social Council have been elected, it
will also be necesgsary to have a sscond ballot to choose six of
the elected members for the three-year term, and = subsequent
ballot to choose six for the two-year term.

6. Ttems 13 end 14 on the Agenda of the General Assembly
camnot be taken until the Securlty Councll has met and taken
certain declsions. Therefore the way would seem clesr for the
Ageembly to proceed onm the Monday morning to Item 15, ngmaly
"Discussion on those sections of the ﬁsport which the Géﬁaral
Aspembly mey decide to consider”. It is et this point,

presumsbly, that the genereal debate will begin, and 1t may
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be expected that the representatives of most countries will wish
to take part in'1t, If it starte on the Mondey morning, 1t might
accordingly be continued throughout the week. During this period,
morsover, the Securlty Council, and perhaps zlso the Keoonomic

and Soolal Council, would hold their prelimlnary meetings;

though 1t seems hardly practiosble for the Maln Committees of the
Goneral Agsembly to get down to bualness until after the
conelusion of the meln dshate in the Ceritral Hell.

7. When thls debate has ended, which 1t might be expected to

do towards the end of the wesk, 1t would be possible to take
action on Ttem 16 of the Agenda - "Reference to Counclls or
Cormittees of certaln questions erising from the discussion,”
Although very probebly alresdy covered in the general debate,

1t would next be necessary to take Ttem 17, - "Matters of urgent
importence, including the problem of refugees”, followed by

the addltional items for inclusion in the Agenda mnow figuring

in the "Supplemsntery List.” But Ttom (o) of the Supplementary
Iigt, nhamely Cuban smendment on the Genesral Committee, may
alréady have besn dealt with in gpnnection with Item 5 of the
Provigional Agenda.

8. There would follow a pause of from a Tortnight to three
weeks during whioh the Main and.ed hoc Committeses would got down
to business, and when they had reported - or perheps as and when
théy.report - the General Amsembly could teke actlion under Ttem 18,
ﬁamely "Consideratlion of reports of Committess, ilncluding
feports ¢n the following eubjects, 1f referred to Commlttess.”

9. The remsining three Ttema on the Agenda (19, 20 and 21)

are not likely %o take vetry long.

GLADWYN JEBB

Executive . Secretary





