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(a) REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE SITUATION WITH REGARD TO THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL
COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES (A/45/23; A/AC.109/1015 and Corr.l,
A/AC.109/1016-A/AC.109/1021, A/AC.109/1023 and Corr.l and Add.1,
A/2C.109/1024-A/AC.209/1036, A/AC.109/1038, A/AC.109/1041 aad Corr.l,
A/AC,109/1044 and A/AC.109/1048 and Corr.l1l/Rev.l)

(b) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/45/644 and Corr.l)

(c) DRAFT RESOLUTIONS (A/45/23 (Part II), para. 26; A/45/L.16, A/45/L.17)

(d) DRAFT DECISION (A/45/L.18)

(e) REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/45/686)

(£) LETTERS FROM PAPUA NEW GUINEA (A/45/723, A/45/724)

Mr. SLABY (Czechoslovakia): This year we commemorate the thirtieth
anniversary ¢f the Declaration om the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples. The adoption of that historic document by the General
Assembly was a breakthrough in the decolonization efforts of the United Nations.

In the Declaration, which expresses unambiguously the need for the speedy
eradication of colonialism in all its forms and manifestations, we £ind such
important principles as the right of all peoples to self-determination and to
independent economic, social and cultural develcpment, and the inadmissibility of
the subjugation of nations to foreign domination and exploitation and of the
violation of national unity and territorial integrity.

It is a fact that after the adoption of the Declaration the process of

decolonization accelerated. It is due to the Declaration contained in resolution

1514 (XV) that the transition of former colonies to independence took a largely
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non-violent course in most cases, though often after a slow and painatakinc
process. The credit for this indisputably goes to the United Nations, - ..
rightly regards the results of its efforts in the field of decolonizat’ :a ¥4
its major achievements. However, we must not forget that it was the in.ubd . .z of
the Non-Self-Governing Territories themselves who were the main factor im tho
smooth course of the decolonization processes, often accompanied by coastructivs
co-operation on the part of the administering Powers.

This year's anniversary of the adeption of the Declazra:tion on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples is not morcly an opportunity teo
recall the successos achioved in the field of Gecolonization: the process has not
yet deen complated.

Cuachoslovakia is of the opinion that size, geographical location ard
accessibility of naturai rescurces canaot bs used as arguments againat the
necessity of enabling the inhebitants of Non-Self-Goveraning Territorias to exercise
their inalienable right to seif-dstermination, their right to decide freely on
their own future. However, in many instances insufficient attention is paid to the
provisions of resolution 1514 (XV) which stipulate that the right to
self-determination does nct always have to take the form of independence, which is
oaly one of three options available to the inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing
Territories.

My delegation has followed with great interest the consideratsion of the
decoionization issues in the Fourth Committee this year, and with apuciz. interast
the discussion of this item in the Plenary Assembly. Our interest has bsen based
on curiosity: wo have been anxious to find out whether the new spirit in
international relations, the independence of Namibia cnd the progreas in afforts to

resolve some other questions coupled, rightly or by force of habit, with the
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subject of dscolonization would be reflected also in the work of the current

session of the General Assembly.
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It would be premature to try to establish at this stage whether this has been
the case, but it is not unreasonable to state that there is insufficient cause for
jubilation. On the other hand, it is possible to say that scepticism, too, is not
at present fully warranted. In other words, a breakthrough in the approach of the
United Nations to the eradication of colonialism is not likely until a later time.
The question is whether the year 1991 will be that later time. My delegation
belioves so. We are convinced that the cause of decolonization could only benefit
from such a breakthrough.

There has been considerable discussion lately about the reservations of many
delegations concerning the activities of the Special Committee of 24. Curiously
enough, critical comments made by some delegations, including Czechoslovakia, have
beeri a source of astonishment to some delegations. This year, for example,
criticism was levelled in the Sub-Committee cn Petitions, Information and
Assistance, which is chaired by my delegation, as wsll as during the August plenary
meetings of the Committee of 24. And there was perhaps even more astonishment
during the recent deliberations in the Fourth Committee of the current session of
the General Assembly. But why such bewilderment; why are some delegations
astounded to hear criticism of what cthers do not like? Why are some dalegations
amazsed when they hear voices calling for an improvement in the work of such bodies
as the important Committee on decolonigation, which was such a guccessful body in
the past? The reason is simpls. This body was successful in the past; it
contributed to making decolonisation a reality. Today, indeed, the Declaration on
dscolonization applies to only a fraction of the vast number of Territories and
peoples covered by it in 1960. anad obviously there is nc need to change what has
worked in the past. To use a sports metaphor, coaches do not usually change
tactics or linc-ups when the team is oa a roll or when it has clinched the

championship title, regardless of the matches 3till to be played.
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Is this the case with the Committee on decolonization? My delegation does not
think so. On the one hand, the Committee of 2¢ - let us admit it ~ is not the only
winner over cclonialism. In the past it played a vital role, but it is not a
relevant player on the team any more. On the other hand, total victory has not yet
bsen won. The main thing is that loag winning streaks Gelude many coaches into
making bad decisions. Such coaches do not distinguish betwaen different
contenders, do not see changing external conditions and underestimate the unsteady
form of individual team-mates. Scoring a point is the only thing that matters at
the moment. It is hoped that other points will be scored automatically. And this
is precisely the cors of the matter; many further efforts will be reguired to score
additional points. The present routine performance will no longer suffice. This
is the case with the Committee on decolonization, the case with the present United
Nations approach to decolonizstion, to the situation in southern Africa and to the
Decade for dscoloniszation. It is just routine, nothing but routine.

As a matter of fact, the individual issues, the individual small
Non-Self-Governing Territories, are not being considered at all practically. All
the work is concentrated on the defence of the same old-style draft resclutions
against those that dare to delete an outdated provision, and all this is taking
places regardless of the chang2s in the world. Similarly, there are the same old
reports, information and background papers, containing 1ittle, if anything, new.
They follow outdated formulas and are coucked in steresotyped terms. In a similarly
stereotyped &nd quite formal way the United Nations decolonisation bodies continue
to approve regquests for hearings made by more and more petitioners, who for the
most part provide stereotyped, racycled informetion that has little, if any,
beering on the Territoriesz considered by the Committee of 24, and who coatinue to

speak in the Sub-Committees, in plenary meetings of the Committee of 24, and in the
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Fourth Committee. And, unfortunately, they refer tc one and the same subject as
well as to everything else.

In an equally stereotyped manner most delegations repeat the same, or very
similar, statements - statements consisting of Jdeclarations to which all of us
invariably subscribe, yet whose constant repatition does not contribute in any way
to progress.

The conclusions reached at the last session of the Committee of 24 this year
are almost the same as those of the previous year. The draft resolutions proposed
for adoption by the Fourth Committee or the General Assembly are outdated. They
contain exceasively harsh criticism, are of a confrontational nature, and do not
ref’ect developments ii. the world or in the regions concerned, above all in
southern Africa. They contaia language long abandonad elsevhero and useless and
selective name-calling of some States, and in many cases they reflect the fact that
the Committee of 24 is used by some States as a platform for the presentation of
thsir political objectives, which have little to do with the process of
decolonisation. Perhaps there has been encugh repetition of the same texts. An
ipitiative will always be there to save the situation - an initiative in a
diffarent body, under a different name but with the old content; asa initiative even
more futilé. aven more proééganda~oriented and evea less meaningful that previous
initiatives.

Let me cite as an examéle the latest initiative in the Special Political
Committee, put forward within the framework of the item entitled "Questions
relating to information". It calls for the declaration of some sort of worlad
decolonization campaign. Who cares that we have & Special Committee dealing with
decolonizaticn or the competent Fourth Committee of the General Assembly? What

dces it matter that the General Assembly adopts every year a resolution on the
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dissemination of information on decolonizaticn? Thus, whet we are sura tc ds here
is produca yat another useless and costly piece of papor.

Even if we put all this asidc, we cannot fail to observe the erronscus, even
harmful, philosophical premises of such draft resolutions. They are based on &
philosophy that is extraneous to the positivistic approach of the United Mations.

The aradication of colonialism is a United Nations objective; it flows from
the aima of the Organization as set forth in its Charter. Condemnation of
pPhanomena that contradict the Charter is part of this philoszophy - a philosophy
that must be comstructive, including comnstructive criticism of whst desezves te be
criticiged; which must aim at the eliminstion of irrelevancies aznd seek appropriate
vay:. . means and channels; which rxests on far-sightedness and wisdom, which is the
oppogite of the megativistic spproach designed to condemr just for the sake of
condemnaticn and of approaches stesming from a certain political dlindmsss. Let us
wake up, open our eyes, all of us who deal with the subject cof decolonization and
who sinceraly desire that colonialisx be relegatad to the history books by the year
2000.

Howevar necessary the Csechoslovak dalegstion may consider it to ba that the
Organigsation continue to dea2l with the question of decclonization until the
complete eradication of colonialism, we cammot 2grce with the Committes of 24's
work continuing in the same outdated spirit regardless of developmeants in the arsa
of dscoloaization. It is now more urgently necessary than sver to begin without
delay to étrengthen the sense of purpose of this body, which is a quite costly cne
for the United Nations and the Member States.

Czechoslovakia is especially in favour of a greater concentration of ané a
reduction in the number of sessions of the Committee of 24 and itg two

Sub-Committees, of the submission of a smallar package of recommendstions for
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adoption by the Gensral Assembly, and of dscisions and resclutions being mads more
strasmlinad by ths deletion of out-of-date and sxtrameous provizions. We Ddolievs
that it would show a sense of purpose to cut the funds aliocsted for the activities
of the Commitiee of 24 below tha 1989 lsvel, to decresse the total numbar of
sessions of the Committes and of the Sub-Committees, to limit the number of
documents, to limit the participation of petitioners to reprsssntatives of

Hon-§elf-Governing Territories, and to put curbs on the funds provided for these

purposes.
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At the same tixze ws belisve that before long the General Assembly itself will
have to modify the Fourth Committoe's mission. In the past it was propossd that
the Fourth Cosmittee and the Special Political Committee should be marged. Mhile
this proposal may bo premature o0 far as the immsdiate future is concerned, it
would be short-sighted to rejact it flatly. In contrast, what we can do now, for
instance, is consider whether to tranzfer to the Pourth Committee some questions
now habitually considered by other bodies - sven by the General Assembly itself at
plenary mectings - thus using the resources of the United Matione more offactively.

My delegation has stated seversl times that Czachoslovakia stands for full
obgervaance of the nuclaQation on dacclonisation, for completion of the
decolonisation process. We think that it is important te recall that fact,
preciascly in tho context of whet has just besn said. What my delegaticn has in
mind specifically is that the United Kations should approach the eradication of the
remnants of colcnialism in a fundamentally nov way emanating from the spirit of our
times. We have attemptod to outline cur comsiderations at least briefly to all
delegations that are interestad.

Mza, TAEXR-KEELI (United States of America): While United Hationa
efforts in the fiecld of dacclonisation have achisved important successes in the
past 30 yoars, these afforts are at & clear crossrcads. They can movs ferward by
briangiag tho decolonisation field into the United Maticns of the 19908, or they can
stand still. But davelopments in the field of dccolonisation ars so significant
that standing still msans losing ground.

Az an example of the rapid pace at whick decolenization is occurring, we meed
only lock at 1990 and the long-overdus ard welcoms independence of Namibia, azd 2%
1991 when. all Member States hcope. the United Mations will be able to oversee a

referendun in Western Sahara to recolve the dispute over the status of that
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Territory. Most of the remaining Territories for which the United Nations bears
some responsidbility are small island Territories in the Pacific and the Caribbean.
¥hile these Territories are small in populztion and land mass, they ramain key
responsibilities for both the administering Powers and the !inited Nations system,
which sesk to promota their political, ecomomic and social dsvelopment. The United
States, as an aéministering Power, remains coascious of its role with regard to its
thres Territories and will continue to meet its responsiblitias to those
Territories undar the United Nations Charter.

The United States believes it is necessary toc draw attention in this Hall to
the failure of ths United Nations iastitutional machinezry to keep pace with the
decolonization process. We have already expressed in the Fourth Committee our
disappointment and dissatisfaction at this year's draft resolutions prepared by the
Specisl Committee. Briefly stated, the position is that the texts of these draft
resolutions consist of language recycled from previous years. In one dr;ft
resolution on the implementation of the Declaration by the specialized agencies,
the Special Committee went so far as to forward, although with considerable
dissont, language that reinstitutes the name-calling practice of the past.

A further problem with thess draft resolutions is that they devote an
extracrdinary amount of attention and text to the issue of apartheid. We shars
abhorrence of the system of apartheid. but we feel strongly that if resolutions of
this body are to have international credibility they need to be germane to the
subject at hand.

Perhaps tho grestest regret we have regarding these draft resolutions is that
they offer no new ideas or proposals for development of the Territories, despite
the fact that the Spacial Comﬁittee held two regional semirars - one in Vanuatu and
one in Barbados - this year, at which forward-looking ideas for the Territories

were ¢iscussed.



AE/cog A/45/PV.44
13

(Mcs, Tahir-Kheli, United States)

Throughout the Fourth Committee session we heard calls for refora of the
United Nations efforts in the field of decolonization. The call for reform ranged
from rather limited to far-reaching matters. I should like to raise here some of
these suggestions for reform of the Organization, to illustrate the kinds of new
directions that the Special Committee and the Fourth Committee need to examine.

Pirst, regarding the draft resolutions on decolonization, many delegations
pointed out that they are duplicative, repetitive and stale. Some dolegations
urged that next year an omnibus draft resolution be prepared to take care of the
concerns of many of the small Territories. Other delegations urged that the draft
resolution should deal only with current decolonization matters and should abandon
0ld issues. Some even stated informally that if the Special Committee were to fail
to rationalize its work this task should once again be taken up by the Fourth
Committee itself.

Secondly, another change that must occur involves rethinking and
rearticulating concepts relating to decolonization. As only one sxample, the draft
resolutions we are being asked to vote on reiterate yet again the notion that the
only mezns of concluding the process of self-determination is independence. This
hes been true for many Territories and may, indeed, be true for others in the
future. But it is also very clear that some of the remsining Territories may
prefer another cutcome in their exercise of their right to self-determination.

They may wish to choose alternative options, such as free association with an
existing State or integration into an existing State. These options are clearly
provided for in General Assembly resclution 1514 (XV), but they have not bsen
mentioned in the resolutions on decolonization adopted in recent years.

Not only does the legitimacy of these alternative options nced to be

reaffirmed, but the United Nations bodies charged with responsibility for
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decolonization need to clarify the ways in which the Territories may de
acknowledged as having achieved full self-government. There is little value in
having the United Nations speak only about the one option of independence,
especially when Territories can spsak for themselves and may prefer a different
alternative.

Thirdly, new thinking and new langusge are essential in discusasing the roies
of foreign economic interests and military installations in the Territories.
Blanket condemnations ars pasaé and do a disservice to those Territories that ssek
foreign investment and are interested in maintaining their relationghips with
foreign military bases. As the United States pointed out in its statement on
Guam - twice in the Special Committee and alsc in the Fourth Committee - the
military presence there has never besn a hindrance to the process of
self-determination; in fact, quite the oppositn. The old rhetoric attacking the
military presence must be abandoned, especially when it is a presence that the
people of the Territories welcome.

A last category of reform involves institutional changes on a larger scale,
While no dslegation addressed the iz ue formaily in the Fourth Committes,
conversations held at the margins of the Committee conaidered raform proposals that
have been in the air for some time. Some delegations raised the idea of having the
Special Committee meet only every other yesr, as developments in the remainiag
Territories are not expacted to follow a pace of change as rapid as that which has
occurred up to now. Others havs proposed adjusting the size of the Special
Committee, or rotating its membership, szo that it might work more effectively and
benefit from new blocd and additional perspectives.

The United States has been encouraged by the serious attention beirng paid te

the nssd for reform. The United Nations bodies charged with responsibility for
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decolonization must now respond, Reform is a task that reguires couragecus
leadership and bureasucratic boldness. Wa look forward to working with the Chairman
of the Fourth Committee, Mr. Martin Adoul., and the Chairman of the Special
Committece, Mr. Teafaye Tadsosse, in this effort. We believe that decolonization,
like so many other concerns, can be made a field of the now United Nations. We
welcome the sentiments articulated by the Chairman of the Fourth Committee and by
many countries at the 1990 session. We hope that the effort for reform will be

undertaken promptly and will reach £ruition next year.
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Mr. BATIQUK (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation from
Russian): A few weeks ago at its special solemn meeting in this Hall the General
Asssmbly commemorated the thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting
¢f Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. On 14 December 1950 when the
General Assembly adopted resolution 1514 (XV) and the Declaratiom it contained, it
was aware of the fact that considerable effort would be needed tc reach the
histeric goal proclaimed in the Declaration.

As was pointed out here by the Secretary-Gemeral, Mr. Perez de Cuzllar, on the
occasion of the thirtieth anniversary cf the Declaration on 10 October this year:

“This is an anniversary on which we should take stock of our achievements
and the challenges that remain ir this important field of human endeavour."

(A/45/PV.29, p. 33)

In this comnection, we must definitely pay due tribute to the Special
Committee, which was established in 1961 to monitor the implementation of the
Declaration, and the results achieved thus far are greatly to its credit.

It is symbolic that in the year of the thirtieth anniversary of the adoption
of the Declaration, such an important event has taken place on the African
continent as Namibia's accession to indepcndance and its becoming a Member of the
United Nations. The experience acquired in achieving Namibian independence has
beez of great value. The machinery which proved itself se effective in this case,
with the participation of the Organization, could be used in the future, as was
confirmed by the debate im the Fourth Committee during the curremt session of the
Genseral Assembly.

We are now nearing a successful resolution of the situation in Western
Sahara. The United Nations could, mutatis mutandis, apply the successful
approaches taken in Namibia to the case of the referendum in Westera Sahara,

However, we would not be realistic if we were t¢ close our eyes to the numerous
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difficulties which still stand in the way of the decolonization preocess as a whole
and the complications that arise in the work of the Special Committee on
decolonization.

The majority of the remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories are remote island
Territories limited in population and with scant resources. According to the
provisicns of the Declaration, the task of the United Nations is to assist the
peoples of these Territories ian their political, ecomomic and social progress.

Some of them are actively striving to achieve independence; and in others the
current situatiom is such that the population at this stage does not cbject to its
existing status. But in either case, this does not 1lift from the United Nations or
the Administering Authorities the responsibility to care for their development,
because only through the achievement of a definite level of the requisite political
structures, by the education and social and economic development of the population,
can the latter make comscious and genuinely free choices.

In the firs% place, in our opinion, this requires all-round co-operation in
promoting &ll forms of traditioral, as well as u.iversally recognized, peolitical
activity on the part of the indigenous populations of ths Territories.

Secondly, particular atteation should be paid to the economic activities of
the goveraning authorities and major international momopolies which, by their
actions, are radically changing tﬁe very form of life of the imdigenous
populations. Immediate econcmic benefits resulting from the over-exploitation of
the resources frequently lead to the need for a total professional reorientation of
the ~ctive population.

The balance created cver ceaturies in the use of the natural resources of
these Territories is very fragile, easily upset, and subsequently impossible to

restore to its pristine state.
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The specializod agencies of the United Nationms sy;tem could considerably
apsist in the rational uwtilization of nature, mitigate the economic difficulties
and contribute to progress. Some of them are sufficiently active in this respect;
for example, ths Intermational Labour Organisation, the United Nations Davelopment
Programse, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, and the
United Nations Eigh Commissioner for Refugees, among others. All of us, and in
particular the populaticns of the Non-Self-Coverning Territoriss, expect major
results from some of these agencies.

Howevar, the most serious intrusion into the system of vital valuwes of the
Fon-8alf-Goveraing Territories is, as we see it, the military activity of the
Administering Authorities. Military activity beyond the frontiers of one's own
territory, if not in conformity with ths United Nations Charter and Security
Council resolutions, is a threat to pecce and security. This is our profound
conviction. Nilitary activity within dependent Territories is alsc a direct threat
te the culture, traditions znd moral values of the indigenous populations, and
matters are aot altersd by ths number of troops and armaments deployed in the
Hon-Zelf-Governing Territory concerned. ‘

Quantitstive chunges in regard teo Non-Self-Governing Territories have led -
qualitatively new approaches to the process ¢of decolcnization in the world
community. These approaches hav., been clearly reflected in the discussions that
heve taken place in the Fourth Committee waring the current session of the General
Assembily. Many comments ware made and wany proposals were submitted to the Special
Commnitics of 24, gome of which have kaen reiterated during the course of the
precent discussions at the plsnary meetings of the General Assembly. While some of
these propossic are already being put iato practice, others call for detailed

discussion. Muvertheless, it iz clesar kot in regard to the implementation of the
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Daclaration on the Granting of Indeperdence to Colonial Countries and Pecples we
find ourselves now in a rew phase, the essential characteristic of which is the
sltered climate in the world: tho transition from tha era of confrontation to the
exra of co-operation.

In this connection, I should liks to drawv the attostion of the Assembly to
resclution 1990760 oa "Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries und Peoples by the specialized agencies and
international institutions associated with the United Natioms“, which was adopted
at the summer session of the Economic and Social Council om 26 July this year
virtually by consensus. In our opinicn, this is an exarple of mutual understandiag
and compromise when the parties wisely agraed to yield in small matters so as to
triuvmph overall. Ia our case, the triumph overall implies the successful
conclusion of the procass of decolonisation as & whols. .

In trying to contributs to this courss of events in every way the Ukraine has
become one of the sponsors of draft resolutions A/45/L.16 and A/45/L.17, entitled,
respectively, “Implementaticn of the Declaration on the Grantis~ £ Independence to
Coloxial Countries and Peoples” and "Dissemination of information on

decolonization”, which we hope will be adopted by the Aggasbly.
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Iwo years age the General Assenbly proclaimed the 1990s the International
Decada for the Eradication of Colonialism. The discussions at the present sassion
have shown that this geal can be reached. The historic problems of the Decade will
be resolved if all of us are systematically guidad by the universal principle that
is enshrined in General Assembly resolution 2621 (XXV) and that lays dowm
unequivocally that the question of territorial size, geographical isolation and
limited resources should in no way delay the implementation of the Declarationm on
decolonization.

Mp, VAN LIEROP (Vanuatu): The United Nations, as an Organizationm,
reprosents many things to many people. To the ill and infirm, the United Nations
and its associated bodies provide hope against diseases that kill and maim. To
those who can neither read nor write, the United Nations and its associated bodies
provide the hope that they too will one day possess the skills of modern-day
literacy. To those who have for so long lived in the shadow of fear with the
haunting spectre of nuclear or chemical warfare hovering over their futures like a
dark cloud, the United Nstions represents mankind's best hope that nations may yet
renounce war in favour of peace. ’

To those who have been colonized, disenfranchised, and essentially denied the
right to determine their own futures and to decide who thsoy are and what they wish
to be, ehg United Nations is the forum of last resort. It is the United Nations to
which those who are colonized look for justice. It is the United Nations that has
helped colonized peoples on every continent shape the international struggle
against colcnialism. It is the United Natioms that has helped those that were once
colonized participate in the process of redefining the post-colonial worid.

Despite the very visible and dramatic successes of the decolonization process,

we cannot yet write the concluding chapter in this unfortunate saga of the human
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sxperience. Today, a faw tell us that colonialism has ended and that the
internmational community should now shift its focus elsewhere. Let us remember that
30 years ago there were also a few who questioned the nead to make decolonisatioa a
major interzatiomal priority. There were even some who questioned the role of the
United ¥ations in the decoloniszation process.

Teday, no one can sericusly question that role. It is an accepted matter of
international jurisprudence that the United Nations plays a major role in the
decolonisation process. Instead of questions concearning the legitimacy of that
role, wa are today confronted with suggestions that the decolorization process has
been completed, or that one Territory or another dces not fall withir the ambit of
the dascolonization process because of ons fiction or another.

He are constantly reminded that the world has changsd and that those of us who
are corcerred about colonialism should be realistic and take into account the
changes that have occurrsd in today's world. Indsed, the world has changed, and is
continuing to change rapidly. We agres that there is 2 need for a sense of realism
in our delibsrations on the subject of colorialism.

However, it is all of us, rather than a few of us, whe should be realistic.
Furthermore, the need for a sanse of realism exists on all subjects, and not only
on the subject of colonialism. Often, those who ask for flexibility and changes in
approach when the subject is colonialism srs themselves somewhat less flexible and
less opeon to changes in approach on other subjects.

in addition, we would certainly not be the first t> have observed that
somstimes the more things changs, the more they remain the same. Political or
administrative colonialism may have ended in most of the world. However, many
Territories, particulariy in the Pacific and in the Caribbean, continue to be

non-gelf-governing in the truest sense of the expression.
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It is well established that, regardless of size, population, abundance of
resources or geographic remotenass, the pecple of svery Territory are entitled to
the same right of self-determination and independence. This is a universal right.
Whether political independence is actually ~hossn ia every instance is 2 decision
to be made by the people of each Territory themselves. No one car decide for them
and no one should attempt to influence their decision with false or seductive
promises.

Once zgain, we recall that sometimes the more things change, the more they
remain ths sams. The political or administrative dimension of colonialism is only
one facet of that political, econcmiec and social phenmomenon. In addition, as the
world has recently learnsd, new forms of colonialism often emerge as old forms of
colonialism recede.

The invesion, occupation, and attempted annexation of Xuwait bears a striking
resemblance to earlier forms of colonialism. The tragedy that has befallen Kuwait
should remind us all to be vigilant and outspoken opponents of all forms of
colonialism, xew or old, regardless of their clozk. Uafortunately, too many of us
wore ai;ant in the past vhen other Territories and cther'countrios were invaded and
occupied. In those instances our silence or imaction helpad to create dangerous
precedents which emboldened those who awaited opportune moments to practise their
own version of colonialism. It is to be hoped that the resolution of the situation
in the Persian Gulf will help to bring about a new collective respsct for
interusational law and a determination consistently to apply the same principles in
every instance.

Selective morality is no morality at alil. Principles selectively applied are
no principles at all. This is as true on the subject of colonizlism as it is on
any other subject. History, should we care to be sc¢ guided, is most instructive in

this regard.
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It is for this reason that the Government of Vacuatu continues to support the
work of the Special Committee on the Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. The Special Committec
of 24 continues to serve a useful purpose. Its work should ba an important focus
for the International Decade for the Eradicatior of Colonialism. Like others, we
would liﬁa to see the Committse’'s work proceed harmcniously and with enhanced
effectiveness. KHowsver, this can occur only if all of us rensw and reitorate our
commitment to the decolonisation process and work with the Committee in an open and
constructive manner.

We should also be willing to listen to new ideas and fresh approaches in the
ares of decolonisation. However, any new proposals should result from a meauningful
and sincore dialogus which draws on the ideas and szperiences of us all rather than
on the wishos of a few.

in this regard, we have joinea with others, particularly the member States of
the South Pacific Forum, in requesting that the Secretary-General of the United
Notions, or a specially designated representative of the Secrotary-Gemeral, visit
each of the romaining Won-Self-Governing Territories as clos® to ths ocutset of the
International Decade as practical. Such visits have important practical
consaquancss as well as importaat symbolic value, Vanuatu believes that each of
the remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories presents unique circumstances which
should be carefully studied and analysed. Information on these territories should

then receive the widest possible interanationzl dissemination.
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An éppo&l could then bs issued urging those who are still administering
Non-§elf-Governirg Territories to establish the necessary conditions, as soon es
possible, to enuble the peoples of those Territories to gain their poilitical and
economic independence prior to 31 Decenber 1999, in accordance with the principles
and practices of the United Nations. Strengthening the effectiveness and stature
of United Nations bodies and specialized agencies concerned with decolonization
would be a necessary corollary.

Vanuatu slso believes it is important for the international comaunity to
regqueat all States to consider the adoption of national legislation to promote the
buman rights of psoples living under colonizlism and to facilitate their recourss
to judicial procesdings in order to gain ecoromic and social restitution. Justice
will thus be better served.

As we mark the thirtieth anniversary of the historic Declaration on the
Granting of Independonce to Colonial Countries and Peopleos, the world stands poised
oz the threshold of a new commitment to respect the dignity and equality of all
human beings. We have travelled a long and circuitous path to reach that
threshold. However, no matter how difficult that path has been, the fact remains
that the final step across the thresheld will be the most difficult of the entire
journey.

We must now ask ourscives whethesr we have the courage, the vision and the will
to take that final decisive step. Will we remain true to the people of New
Caledonia as they attempt to reclaim their heritage? Will we remain true to the
pecple of Western Sahara as they attempt to determine their own future? Will we
remain true to the people of every zher Non-Self-Governing Territory when they
look to the United Nations for guidance, in _ _ation and help? Will we remain trua

to our rospective histories, and to the future we Lave promised our children?
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History's judgement awaits ua. We will be judged in our entirety, by our
deeds &s well as by ocur words. Let us thus marry cur dseds to our worda, so that
we can cross the chreshold@ of the third millennium free cf cclonialism and tho
conseguences of colonialism.

Ms. AL MULLA (Kuwait): On this thirtieth ananiversary of resolution
1514 (XV) the international comwunity is rededicating itself to an agernda for the
futaere. Cummitment tc the principles and goals of the Charter was the bond that
led the international community 30 years ago to adopt the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Psoples. To paraphrase a
Chinese philosoplier, it is like a path in tﬁm countrysides where there was no
path. one is made by those who walk there time and again. Resolution 1514 (XV) is
that path to the successful procsss of decolonization.

The universal righﬁ of seif-determination must not be denied to any people.
The right tc embark on the path of fresdom and dignity must not be withheld under
any pretext, be it the size of a Territory, its geographical location, or its
ecbnomic, secial or political development.. The decolonization procsss has been a
collective endeavour. The latest confirmation of what a unified and resoluts
community of nations can achieve is the presencé of Ramibia as a full-fledged
Merber of the world Organization. -We wholeheartedly welcome that development.
Kuwait pledges its support to this ongoing process so that we can all enjoy by the
year 2000 a world free from colonialism,

Humanity has come a long way‘since the Second World War in shaping a world
freo from fear, from the scourge of war and from annihilation, a world that
reaffirms faith irn fuasdamental human rights and the worth of the humau person, a
world where peoples are detarmined to practise teclerance and live together in peace

with one another as good neighbours.
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These cbjectives, enshrined in the Preamble to the Charter, are being
bolstered not only by a successful process of decolcnization but alaso by changes on
the world scene. These changes are ushering ir a2 new order based on greater
understanding among the peoples of the world,

This march of humanity towards a better world is not without difficulties.
Challeages, chiefly ecouomic ones, need to be met and resclved. But while members
of the international community are charting their arduous course through economic
and socisl Gevelopment and, for many, survival, a new spectre looms over that
course. A gpectre of the past, of darkness and evil, is obstructing the progress
to a bettsr future.

A threat to the existence of 2 Momber State of the United Nations iz the
greatest challenge of 211, not only to Kuwait but to each ard evsry Member of the
Organigzation. The blatant aggressive policies reminiscent of pre-colonial days are
a challenge that needs to be met with the kind of resolve that could be the tost
for our post-world-war era.

A repository of inhuman and repressive practices, which have been unleashed
across its borders, the Iragi régime is a menace to the entire world. Xuwaiti
people are its most immediste victims, world order is its other victim. But my
people, armad with resolve and the collective support of the interrational
community, is fighting back. In the struggle for a better world to ovorcomé the
challenges of the future Kuwait will spare no effort in meeting the challénges of
today. United, let us break the chains not only of the past but also of the

present - today and not tomorrow.
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Mr. ZAMORA RODRIGUEZ (Cuba) {interpretation from Spanish): The item that
we are considering today, which concerns the report of the Special Committee on the
Situation with regard to the Implomentation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, continues to be of particular
impertance in the work of the Organization.

The United Nations Charter clearly embodies as one of its guiding principles
the right of all peoples to exercise self-determination. In the light of this
principle, throughout the last 45 years we have witnessed events that not only are
landmarks in the history of the world Organization but have chiinged as never ﬁefore
the geographical, political and economic map of our planet. One of these was the
adoption of resolution 1514 (XV), which, while contributing decisively to fostering
the dreams of decolonization that flourished in the decades immediately following
the end of the Second World War, also framed one of the most humane tasks
undertaken by the United Nations since its creation: the total elimination of
colonialism from the face of the earth.

Only a few weeks ago we commemorated in this Hall the thirtieth anniversary of
the adoption of that resolution and we all, without exception, walcomed the fact
that its implementation has enabled the United Nations to have today 159 Mamber
States, most of which were formerly part of colonial empires but which, thanks to
the efforts of their peoples and the support of the international community, are
now part of the group of nations that make up our Organization.

This should not, however, be only a source of rejoicing; it should spur us on
to conclude the work that was well begqun and has been well carried out so far. It
is the responsibility of every one of us, without exception, to continue to
struggle for the self-determination of those who, a few years before the end of the

current millenium, still live under the colcnial yoke.
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That is why, at its forty-third session, the General Assembly, on
22 November 1988 - almost éxactly two years ago - decided to proclaim, in
resolution 43/47, the International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism with
a view to ensuring that before the end of the current millenium the practice of
colonialism will have been totally eradicated. However, if that laudable
proposition is to be reached, the international commurnity must be ready, as in the
past, to recognize that every nation, regardless of size, population, geographic
location, economic characteristics or distance from major markets, has an absolute
right to exercise self-determination and achieve full independence.

We are today considering Ehe work of the Committee known as the Special
Committee of 24. We believe that this Committee continves to have a fundamental
role to play in the task of decolonization being carried out by the United Nations,
‘and that it faces greater difficulties today than in the past. Some question its
actions and doubt that it may still be as useful as in the recent past, but it is
undenjable that colonial Territories remain in the four corners of the earth and
that we find in all of them, without exception, the identical practices that have
helped to make colonialism an abomination in the age of space exploration and the
scientific and techunolegical revolution, especially whea we are told that the world
is awakening to a new era.

The fact is that actions by the various metropolitan countries are
increasingly leading to the deculturization of colonial Territories, leading them
further and further away from their traditions, their national identity and aven
their language. Their territories are used as sources of raw materials and cheap
labour, distorting their economies and making them ever more dependent. They are
being used more and more as military bases, at times nuclear, and as testing

grounds for new weapons, which sometimes endangers the lives and health of their
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indigenous inhebitants. They have also been used and continue to be used as
springboards for aggression against indepandent third world countries.

The Special Committee, at its session this year, adopted draft resolutions orn
those various phenomena and strongly condemned them.

The year now coming to a close has witnessed an act of decclonization that
helps to demonstrate clearly the importance of our continuing to deveote every
effort to the elimination of colonialism. I refer to the independence of Namibia,
whose people, thanks to its efforts and resolve and to international co-operation,
today enjoys freedom and scvereignty and is represented in the General Assembly.

Similarly, the people cf Western Sahara, also ir the course of this year, has
made great strides in its struggle for independence. The draft resolution recently
adopted uranimously by the Fourth Committee at this session and the action taker in
the Sscurity Council with a view to the prompt implementation of the
Secretary-General’s plan for the helding of a referendum in that Territory are
positive elements that must bz walcomed.

However, we do not see similar developments in the case of other Territoriss
still under colonial domination. 0a the contrary, we note with concern that some
colonial Povers refuse tc co-cperate in the work of the Specizl Committee of 24,
creating obstacles and depriving it of the sources of information on the
Territories that are basic to its work. Similarly, some Powers continue to refuse
to recognize the colonial nature of Territories under their domination. That is
the case with Puerto Rico, whose recognized right to self-determination and
independence must be respected.

An arduous task lies ahead. We must work with all possible vigour,
imagination and intelligence in preparing the plan of action for the Intermational

Decade for the Elimination of Colonialigm, the adoption of which we are forced to
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postpone this year for the second consecutive time. In this context, we are
convinced that, in addition to the full co-operation that all States. in particular
the colonial Powers, mu;t provide, it is necessary to mobilize internstional public
opinion sc that the final elimination of the practice of colonialiam may be
promoted by all the means available, thus contributing to the attainment of the
goals of the Decade. As we have done in the case of othsr important tasks of our
Organisation, we should perhaps, as suggasted by the Third Ministerial Conference
on Information of countries members of the Movement of Non-Alignad Countries,
launch a world decolenization campeign im which the mecharisms of the United
Nations, and in particular those of the Department of Public Information, could

play a leadirng role.
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In conclusion, we remain convinced that the Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples has done commendable work during its
years of existence and still has a very important rele to play. We must not forget
that the Special Committee of 24 is at the same time the promoter of, and the
guarantor of compliance with, one of the principles which led to the creation of
our Organiszation - self-determination of peoples. It is therefore our collective
duty to continue to work in and co-operate with the Special Committee so that we
may attain our goal of starting the new millenium in a world free from colonial
domination, frea from the outrage of colonialiam.

Mr., MARA (Fiji): The 1990s have begun in a way that is reminiscent of
the commencement of the decades of the 1930s and 1940s. Will this decade also
prove to be as shattering of the old order? Will this decade launch a
transformation process as deep in its effect and as fundamental in its scope?
Certainly the early signs would suggest that a parallel process is under way. It
is perhaps against this background of the world in transition that what is left of
decolonization needs to be resen.

Colonialism and decolonization have long been buzz-words in tae parlance of
the United Nations. Undoubtedly, the decolonization revolution has besn a major
chapter in the annals of the first half-century of the Organization's life, and one
of its most outstanding success stories. But that chapter is nmow all but over.
With Namibia‘'s independence earlier this year, what remainsz are a few small
Territories. The urgency and high profils of the decolonizaéion sxplosicn of the
19608 iz no more. Some Territorises still on the list of Non-Self-Governing
Territories cannot properly be dealt with as decolonization quesiions. World
attention is focused om other issues, more pressing and currently impinging on the

interests and concerns of the vast majority of countries - such as the alarming
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situation in the Persian Gulf, the threat to the global climate and the
environment, the debt crisis, the drug scourge, the AIDS epidemic and so on.

There were 76 Territories listed as non-self-governing in December 1946, and
thoy have featured high on the zgenda of the Organization. Today there are only
18 Territories left on that list. Nearly half the present Members of the United
Nations were born out of the decolonization process. The movement has largely come
of age, and it is time to take that reality into account. Most of the Territories
that are still on the list are there because, for the time being, the inhabitants
concerned wish it so. Other than some unrepresentative opinions expressed by
petitioners, there is hardly ény visible, broad-based clamour for immediate
independence by the people of the remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories.

The occasion of the International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism
should be used to carry out a thorough stocktaking of the Non-ESelf-Governing
Territories so that at the beginning of the new ceatury they will all have
exercised their right to self-determination and chosen their future status. And
there should be understanding by this body if, after a free and fair expression of
the will of the peopls, some might opt for a status other than independence. The
Non-Self-Governing Territories look to the United Nations to safeguard their
interests and ensure that they are not denied their prerogative to exercise their
inrlienable right to self-determination - but they, not the United Nations, must
make the choice.

Fiji's strong interest in docolonisation, derived in part from our own
colonial and post-independenc: exporience, is underpimmed by our firm belief in the
principles involved. But it is alsc made relsvant because most of tho remaining
Non-Self-Governing Territories are small islands, many being in the Pacific Ocean.

Their small size and other limitations, however, must not be zilowed to impede the
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right of the people concerned to decide on their future for themselves. As it has
done so admirably in the past, the Special Committee on decolonization, the Fourth
Committee and the General Assembly itself must be the custodian of the inalienable
right of the people and must insist that in discharging their respoasibilities the
administering Powers concerned must respect these rights and enable the people of
the Territories to make their decisions freely and without pressure. Furthermore,
when the people have made their choice, their decision should be respected even
though that might be contrary to the conventional wisdom on decolonizationm.

It was four years ago that the Gemeral Assembly reinscribed New Caledonia on
the list of Non-Self-Goveraning Territories. Since then representatives of the
peoples of New Caledonia and of the administering Power have signed the Matignon
and Rue Oudinot Agreements. In the best traditions of statesmanship, confrontatica
and bitterness were set aside and in their place was laid the foundation of a more
constructive and progressive relationship.

Although important and far-reaching advances are baing made, compromises have
also had to be accommodated. A system of regular review has been instituted. The
Special Committee on decolonization, the Fourth Committee and the General Assembly
must closely monitor the situaticn in that Territory to ensure that the rights of
the people are respected. Of special concern must be the position and interests of
the indigenous Kanak people. A major factor in the presont difficulties, and
likely to be the basis of potential future disagreements if not addressed
adeguately, is the fact that the indigenous people have long been neglected and
marginalized, almost totally excluded from the political, social and economic
mainstream. There is much catching up to do.

Bringing Kanaks rapidly and effectively into the affairs of the Territory is
the most urgent responsibility of the administering Power. The United Nations must

ensure that that responsibility is carried out in accordance with accepted
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principles and practices. Self-determination, after all, does not have only a
political dimension: the principie applies in the economic and social areas as
well, and these need to be catered for if the act of self-determination is to have
real meaning and viability.

The seminars which were held in Vanuatu and Barbados earlier this year have
provided the framework on whick the remaining work of decolonization can be based.
The seminars were highly successful and I must congratulate the Chairman of the
Special Committee, Mr. Tadesse of Ethiopia, for his expert and skilful leadership
as well as the dedicated members of his Bureau and the hard-working Secratariat
staff. As a means of streamlining and facilitating future work, the suggestion
made by the Chairman of the Fourth Committee, the Permanent Representative of
Congo, for a working group to be set up to bridge the areas of common ianterest
between the Special Committee and the Fourth Committee would be worth pursuing.

In this final decade of the twentieth century the world is poised to complete
& transformation which sprang out of the turmoil of the Second World War.
Complemented by other evolutionary changes, it is now time to bring an end to a
practice which, along with the zbhorrent system of apartheid, should be consigned
to the dustbin of history. The declaration of the 19908 as the International
Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism ic both timely and appropriate. To be
successful, the Decade must be used by colonizers and colonized and by the United
Nations system, in a truly co-operative strategy to attain the objectives. My
delegaticn hopes that this commitment will be readily given, especially by the

administering Powars.
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Mr. CISTERNAS (Chile) (interpretation from Spanish): There is no doubt
that we must begin our comsideration of this agenda item by expressing our deep and
heartfelt satisfaction at seeing Namibia present as a full-fledged, sovereign
Membor of the United Nations. Only a few ysars ago it was difficult to predict
that the outcome would be so swift and that the political structure decided upon by
the people of Namibia in exercise of its sovereignty would be so appropriate. We
have witnessed an extraordinarily positive development which we all applaud.

But we well know that ir the world of international relations there are no
miracles. It is only the political will of the actors and players oa this stage
that is valid. If ths Namibian people had not shown the political will to be free
and to become a sovesreign nation, all the efforts of the international community
would not have sufficed to achieve its goals of giving that Territory the liberty
it so desired and to free it from the hateful apartheid régime.

In addition to this political will, however, the causes that deserve our
efforts must be just; they must be good; they must be worthy of support. This is
especially true in the case of decolonization - a subject which gives rise to worry
and concern because, over and above circumstantial politicel considerations or
economic and social considerations, the cause of decolonizaticn is first and
\IOtemost & matter that involves moral and ethical principles. Therein liie tha‘
basic reasons why we wish to achieve at the ¢arliest possibis date the goal that we
have set for ourselves, so that by the year 2000 the world will be free from the
effects of colonialism and all the pecples of the Earth will be able to sxercize
without hindrance their cherished right to seif-determination.

It has been said ond repsated year in and year out that one of the most
fundamental tasks of the United Nations iz about to bs fulfilled with extraordinary

success. The efforts of the international community in the area of decolonisation
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have borne spectacular fruit, as proved by the large number of countries that are
today Members of the United Nations and that until recently had been colonies or
protectorates.

However, it should also be emphasized that we have begun to carry out the task
but have not yet fully done so. True, there are not even 20 Non-Self-Governing
Territories today and they have the common feature of being geographicaliy small
and sparsely populated. But, since ocur task is significant and has ethical and
moral consequences, ncthing should divert us from fulfilling ocur mandate.

It is precisely because we do not believe that the problems before us for
consideration can be solved by miracles that we are optimistic about the result of
our work. However, we are concerned in a very real sense about the future of
peoples that rely on us to achieve better ways of life within institutional
political frameworks that guarantee the free exercise of their fundamental rights
and their access to increasingly better standards of living. We are not concerned
merely over the future of the Sahraoui people and the people of New Caledonia, who
live in Territories that are relatively larger in size and have more natural
resources than those of other peoples still under colonial régimes: we wish
freedom and justice for everyone who lives in the Non-Self-Governing Territories.

The United Nations created the Special Committee on the Situation with regara
to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples for the very clear purpose of setting in train and
monitoring the implsmentation of the Declaration contained in General Assembly
resolution 1514 (XV), which, as we have said before, has yieided such splendid
results. We have heard - especially during the recent debates in the Fourth
Committee - criticism and reproaches directed against this organ of the United

Nations. It is mot surpriging that after so many years, on the thirtieth
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anniversary of the adoption of that resclution, different opinions are voiced about
the activities of the Special Committee.

Various suggestions and propesals have been made in order to rasolve the
difficulties that we are supposedly facing at this stage, which we bslieve to be
the last stage in our efforts and struggles. The delegation of Chile is willing to
consider with an open mind the criticism that has been expressed and the solutions
that have beea proposed in order to improve the Special Committee‘'s framework and
methods of work. We are coavinced that we shall be able to achieve outstanding
agreements that will enable us to work in the best possible way and thereby not to
disappoint the peoples that are awaiting the results of our deliberations with
Justifiad hopes.

But, despite our open mind in this regard, we must clearly state at this time
that the proposals and efforts that may ke made to change the work of our Committee
should never, in our view, tarnish the image of the Special Committee or its
members nor lead to unacceptable limitations on its competence. The Special
Committee's work should be strengthened, never weakened, if we wish to crown with
success the task that lies ahead until the end of this century.

From this lofty rostrum the Chilean deleagation wishes to make it very clear
once again that the Covernment of Chile identifies fully with the cause of
decolonization and thus with the principiass and purposes coutained in General
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV). We alsc reaffirm our rssolute support for the
proposal that the period@ between and the year 2000 should be declared the

International Decade for the Elimination of Colonialism.
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¥r., BYKQV (Union of Soviet Socialisgt Republics) (interpretstion from
Russian): We all rememdber the special mesting that took place during the curreat
session of the General Assembly to connnncrat;.tho thirtieth anniversary of the
Declaration on the G:inting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples -~ a
significant event. %Tua~ role of the Declaration as one of the United Rations
documents on which collective action %o liberate colonial peoples is based received
unanimous praiss. As has besen pointed out by the Secretary-Gereral,

"ees to colonial peoples everywhere, the adoption of the Declaraticn by the

Assembly conveyed the promise of a mew world order basud on justice and equal

rights for all peoples.” (A/45/PV,.29, p. 31)

The outstanding successes achieved by peoples on the way to decoloniszation,
with the active p#rticipation of the United Nations in ths process, in the ccurse
of vhich dozens of new independent Stetas have emerged in the world, have altered
radically the very political aspact of the planet,

The recent independence of Nemibia was a significant event. Here the United
Nations played a key role. And now we look forward to settlement of the Wostern
Sahara problem.

The Declaration on the Granting of Independence tc Colonial Countries and
Peoples is rightly described as historic. This description places due emphasis on
the excaptional role of the document and on the need to implement all its
preacriptions.

Inasmuch as there are still about 2 score of essentially small
Non-Self-Governing Territories that come within the ambit of the Declaration, the
document has not yet become merely a part of history but continues to be a 1live anad
operative instrumeant. That being the case, it is easy to understand why the

General Assembly ic devoting attention to the task of its full implementation.
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(¥c. Bykov. USSR)
That is precisely the purpose behind the General Assembly's decision to proclaim
the periocd 1990 to 2000 as the Internztional Decade for the Eradication of
Colonislism. Xealisation of the purpose of that decision calls for joint efforts
by the entire international community to eliminate the remnants of colonialism and
to affirm in world practicc.thc principles of free choice., the balance of
interests, political realism and responsible conduct by States, os well as the
promoticn of dsmocracy and human rights.

Ne sre convinced that all States - indeed the international community as a
whole - must be involved ia the solution of this problem, as success in that regard
till constitute an important step om the way to the building of a non-violent,
safer and more just world. The radical positive changes in the international
situation, the removal of the sequels of the coid war, and mankind's movement intec
the post-confrontation era are producing particularly favourable opportunities for
the speedy conclusion of the process of decolonisation.

Speedy implementation of the Declaration on decolonization calis for
harmoniszation of the approaches and actions of States in this and related spheres.
It calls for the overcoming of the stereotypes and prejudices of confrontation. It
requires the transfer of this activity of the United Nations into the sphere of
sutually acceptable, practical solutions. In this respect, the guidelines are:
recognition of the priority of common human values, the inalienable right of the
psoples of Non-Self-Governing Territories to freedom of choice, and acknowledgement
of the fact that there are many and varied ways of achieving economic development
and the universal protecticn of human rights.

In ragard to the pecples of the last-remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories,
ungualified respect for the right to self-detormination must be an inviolable

rule. The primary duty of the administering Powars and the task of the



AB/cog A/45/BV.44
a8

(Mc._Bykov, USSR)
international community is to contribute in avery way possible to the establighment
of the conditions that are necessary if the peoples of these Territories aras,
without hindrance, to realize the right to self-determination and independencs.

The path of the peoples of colonial Territories towerds self-determination is
strewn with numerous obstacles. These must bs set aside. Of particular
significance is protection of the right of the peoples of colonial Territories to
decide how their own natural resources should be used. It is important that there
ba establighed a situation that would preclude any abusesz by certain foreign
eéconomic and other circles, to the detriment of the rights and interests of the
peoples of Non-Self-Governing Tarritories and to the resources of their snvironment.

Much has alrcady been said about the serious barrier on the way to
decolonization constituted by the prasence of foreign military forces in colonial
Territories. The elimination of military bases and a commitment by the
Administering Authorities not to establish new military bases or facilitiez and not
to u_2 these Territories for the testing or deployment of waapons of mass
destruction would be an important step on the way to implementation of the
provisinns of the Declaration on decolonization,

The total elimination of colonialism requires improvements in the operation of
all bodies of the United Nations that deal with the problems of decolonization. It
requires more effactive use of the resources of the United Nations as a centre for
harmonizine: che actions of States to this end as well. The Soviet delegation has
already, in statements in the Fourth Committee, put forward its views on this
matter. As we see it, the central features should be co-operation and interaction
on the part of all States, and above all co-operation by the administering Powers;
the building of a global partnerships; a radical turn towards a search for agreed
solutions dictated by the interests of the peoples of the remaining

Non-Self-Governing Territories.
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(Mc. Bykoy, USSR)
The world has avery opportunity to move into the twenty-first contury having
rid itself totally of ths legacy of its colonial past. These poasibilities can aznd
must be made real.
Ihe PRESIDENT: We have heard the last speaker im the debate on this item.
Acticon on the three draft resolutions contained, reapectively, in
paragraph 26, part II, of the roport {A/45/23) of the Spacial Committee and in
documents A/45/L.16 and A/45/L.17, as well as on the draft decision contained in

document A/45/L.18, will be takem later this afternoon.
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AGEMDA ITEME 111, 112, 113 AND 12, 134, 115, AMND 18 (coatinned)

INFORMATION FROM MON-SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORIZS TRANEMITTED UMDER ARTICLE 73 o OF
THE CHARTIE OF THE UNITRD WATIONS: REPORT OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE (A/45/680)

ACTIVITIES GF FGREIGH ECONOMIC AND OTEER INTERZSTS WEICH ARE IMPEIDING THE
INPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION OF THE GRANTING OF INDEPEMDENCE TO COLOWIAL
COUNIRIES AND PEOPLES IN TERRITORIES UNDER COLONIAL DONIMATION AMD BTFORTS TO
ELIMINATE COLONIALISK, APARTHRID AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA:
REPORT OF THE POURTH COMMITTEE (A/65/081)

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION O THE GRANTING OF INDEPERDENCE TO COLONIAL
COUNTRIRS AYD PEOPLES BY THS SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AMD THR INTERMATIOHAL
INSTITUTIONS ASS0CIATED WITH THE UNITED NATIONS; REPORT OF THEE ECOMOMIC AND SOCIAL
COUNCIL: REPORT OF THE POURTH CONMITTSE (A7457682)

UNITED WATIONS EDUCATIONAL AND TRAIXING PROGRAMME FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA: REPORT OF
THE FOURTH COMMITIEE (A/45/683)

OFFERS BY MEMEER STATEZS OF STUDY AND TRAINING PACILITIES FOR INHABITANTS OF
NON-SELF-GOVERKING TERRITORISS: RZPORT OF THE FOURTH COMMITIRE (A/45/684)

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION OF THE GRAMTING OF INDEPRADENCE TO COLOMIAL
CCUNTRIES AND PZOPLES: REPORT OF THE FOURTH COMMITIER (A/45/685 and Corr.l)

Zhe PRESIDENT: I request the Rapporteur of the Pourth Committee to
intreduce the reports of the Pourth Cormittee in one statemant.

Mg. EEMBER (Mow Zealand), Rapportour of the Fourth Committes: I have the
honour to presant to the Ganeral Assembly for its consideration six reports of the
Fourth Committoe relating, respsctively, to items 18, 111, 112, 113 and <2, 114 and
115 of the agenda.

The first report (A/45/685 and Corr.1i), valates to those Territories which
were not covered by cther items of the agonda and which the Committee took up under
agenda item 18. Set out in the report are 12 draft resolutions, two draft
consensuses and one draft decision, relating respsctively to: Weatera Sahars, New
Caledonia, Anguilia, Bermuda, the British Virgin Islands, tho Caywan Islands,
Montserrat, Turks and Caicos Islands, Tokelau, Americau Samoa, the United States

Virgin Islands, Guam, Gibraltar, Pitcairn sad §t. Helens.
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(Mz. Eamber. Repporteus.
Foucth Conmittes)

By adepting these propossls the General Assembly would, among other things,
reaffirm the full asppiication of the Declaration on the Granting of Independsnce to
Colonial Countries and Peoples to thcse Territories, and the inhereat right of
their pevples freely to determing their own future poiitical status. The Assembly
would request the administering Powers concsrned to take all poasible mensures to
expedite the process of decolonisation. The Asseably would aloo urge the
administering Powers, with tho assistencs of the spacialissd agoacies snd other
organisations of the United Nations system, to accelerata the gocial and economic
developmant of those Territories.

In noting with spprecistion the continuing co-operation of some administering
Powsrs in that regard, the Asszembly would once again emphasise the importaance of
dispatching United Wations visiting missions to Non-Self-Governing Territories so
as to enable the United Nations to be fully apprised of the conditions prevailing
in those Territories.

As ragards Wasters Sahara, the Goneral Assembly would, inter alia. reiterate
its support for the joint good offices process initiated in New York on
9 April 1986 by the curreat Chairman of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) and
the Secretary-Gemoral of the United Nations with a view to promoting 2 just and
definitive golution to the qusstion of Western Sahara, in accordance with
resclution AHG/Res.104 (XIX) of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of
the OAU ard General Assambly resolution 40/50, of 2 Dacomber 198S.

In reaffirming that the quostion of Western Sshara is a question of
decoloaization which remains to be completed on the basiz of the exerciss by the
people of Western Sshara of their inalienable right to self-dsterminction and
irdependence, the Assembly would walcome with satisfacion tie report submitted by

the Secretary-Generel toc the Security Council on the situation conceraing Western
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(Mr. Kember, Rapporteur,

Fourth Committee)
Sahara, which was wnanimously approved by Security Council resolution 658 (1990).
It would alge take note of the dispatching to the region of the techmical mission
in order to refine the sdministrative aspects of the outlinad pian and to obtain
the neceusary information for the preparation of a further report of the
Secretary~-General to the Security Coumeil containing, in particular, an sstimate of
the cest of the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara.

The Assembly would express its full support for the efforts of the current
Chairman of the OAU and the Secretary-General to promote a just and definitive
#olution to the question of Western Sahara, in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 40/50, and urge them to continue and intousify their efforts with a view
to resolving the remeining problems snd thus to fulfil the necessary conditions for
the holding of a referendum for self-determination of the people of Weastern Sahara,
without any administrative or military constraints, orgenized and supervised by the
United Nations in co-oporation‘vith the OAU.

In reafZirming its comviction that the direct dialogue between the two parties
to the coaflict could contribute to the completion of the joint good offices
process of the current Chairman of the OAU and the Secretary-Genaral, to the
restoration of peace in Western Sahara and to stability and security in the whcle
region, the Assembly would appeal once again to the Kingdom of Morocco and tﬁ;
POLISARIO Front to demonstrate the co-operation and political goodwiil necessary
for the completion of the poace process with a view to a apeedy settlement of the
question of Western Sahara.

Further, the Assembly would invita the Secratary-General of the OAU to kesp
the Secretary-General of the United Nations informed of the progress achisved in

the implementation of the decisions of the OAU relating to Western Sahara.
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(Mr. Kembex. Raprporteur,
Fourth Committae)

With respsct to New Caledonia, in noting the positive measures that continue
to be pursued in that Territory by the Prench authorities ir order to provide a
framework for its peaceful progress to self-determination, the Assembly would urge
al the parties involved, in the interest of all the people of Wew Caledcnia, to
meintain their dialogue in a spirit of harmony. The Assembly would also invite all
the parties involved to continue promoting a framework for the peaceful progress of
the Territory towards an act of self-determirnation in which all options would de
open and which would safeguard the rights of ail New Caledonians.

The second report (A/45/680) relates to agenda item 111, on information from
Non-Self-Goveraing Territoriecs transmitted under Article 73 e of the Charter of the
United Nations. Tke Fourth Committee recommends, among other thinge, that the
Assembly reaffirm that, in the absence of a decision by the General Aszenmbly itaelf
that a Non-Self-Governirng Territory has attained a full measure of self-government
in terms of Chapter XI of the Charter, the adninistering Power concerned should
continue to transmit in a timely manner information under Article 73 e with respact
to that Territory, as well as providing the fullest poasible information on
political and constitutional davalopments.

The third report (A/45/681) relates to sgenda item 112, on the activities of
foreign aconomic and other intorests whick are impeding the implementatioa of the
Declarstion in colorial Territories. Among other provisions, the General Aszonbly
would condemn those activities of foreign sconomic and other interests in the
colonial Territories that are impading the implementation of the Declaration, ard
call once againz upon all Governments to take the necessary steps to put an end to
such activities and to prevent zew investments that run couater to the interesis of

the inhabitaats of those Territories.
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(Mc._Kember. Rapporteur.
Eourth Committee)

In a saparate decision on the military activities ana arrangements in colonial
Territories which might be impeding the implementation of the Declaration, the
Fourth Committes recommsnds that the General Assembly call upon the colonial Powers
concerned to terminate such activities uaconditionally and to eliminate such
military bases, in compliance with the related resolutions of the Asgembly. The
General Assembly would also reiterate that colonial Territories and areas adjacent

thereto should nct be used for nuclear testing, dumping of nuclear wastes or

deployment of auclear and other weapons of mass destruction,
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(Mr. Esmber. Rapporteur,
Fourth Committes)

The fourth report (A/45/682) relates to items 113 and 12 of the agenda,
namaly, implementation of the Declaration by the specialiszed agencies and the
international institutions associated with the United Nations Noting the extremely
fragile economies of the smali island Territories and their vulnerability to
natural disasters, the General Assenbly wouid, among other provisions, request
these organizations to reander or contiaue to render, ac & matter of urgency, all
possible moral and materioal assistance to the colonial peoples, bearing in mind
that such assistance should not only meet their immediato needs but alsc create
conditions for development afier they have exercised their right to
seif-determination.

The fifth report (A/45/683) relates to the United Nations Educational and
Training Programme for Southern Africa, under item 114. In expreassing its
appreciation ¢o all those who have supported the Programme by providing
contributions, scholerships or places in their educational institutions, the
Assembly would appeal to all States, institutions, orgarizations and individuais to
offer greater financial and other support to the Programme in ordsr to secure its
continuation and steady expansion.

The last report (A/45/684) relates to offers by Member States of atudy and
training facilities for inhabitants of Non-Seif-Governing Territories, under
item 115. In expressing its appreciation to those Msmber States that have made
scholarships available to the inhabitants of such Territories, the Assembly would
express its strong conviction that the continuation and expansion of offers of
scholarships were essential in order to meet the increasing need of studeats from
Non-Self-Governing Territories for sducational and training assistance.
Considering that students in thosze Territories should be encouraged to avail

themselves of such offers, it would also urge the aéministering Powers to take
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(M. Kember, Rapporteur,
Fourth Committee)

sffective measures to ensure the widespread and continuous dissemination in the
Territories under their administration of information relating to such offers made
by States.

On bahalf of the Fourth Committee, I should like to commend these reports to
the attention of the Gexsral Assembly.

Before concluding, I should like to thank the Chairman of the Fourth
Cormittec, Ambassador Martin Adouki of the People's Republic of the Congo, for his
leadership and for the advice and guidance he has given to me in connection with my
tasks as Rapporteur of the Pourth Committes.

I should also like to express my gratitude to my colleagues the members of the
Fourth Committee for the co-operation and assistance they extended to ma sc
willingly during the session, as well as to the Secretary of the Committee and his
colleagues in the Secretariat. As the Parmasnt Represeantative of the Congo,
Anbassador Adouki, indicated in his own statement to the General Assembly
yesterday., it was a particularly significaent year for the Committee in which
mambars devoted considerable attention not oanly to the substance of the items
before them but also to the manner in which the Committes could best work in the
future.

The PRESIDENT: If there is no proposal under rule 66 of the rules of
procedure, I take it that the General Asscmbly decides not to discuss the reports
of the Fourth Committee which are before the Assembly today.

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT: Statements will thersfore be limited to explanations of

vote.



AW/cog A/45/PV. 44
58

(The Fresident)

The positions of dslegations regarding the various recommeadations of the
Fourth Committee have been made clear in the Committee and are reflected in the
relevant official records.

May I remind members that under paragraph 7 of decision 347401, the General
Assembly agreed that

“When the same Araft resolution is considered in a Main Committee and in

Plenary meeting, a delegation should, as far as possiblo, explain its vote

only once, i.e., eithsr in the Committee or in Plenary meeting, unless that

delegation's vote in pPlenary meeting is different from its vote in the

Committee".

May I remind delegations that in acecordance with that decision explanations of
vote ars limited to 10 minutes.

Before we bagin to take action on the racommendations contained in the reports
of the Fourth Committee, I should like to adviss representatives that we shall
pProceed vwith the voting in the same manner &8 was done in the Fourth Committes.
This means that where recorded votes were taken we shall do the same. Alge, I hope
that we may proceed to adopt without a vote those recomaendations that were adopted
without a vote in the Fourth Committee, unless delegations have already notified
the Secretariat otherwise.

The General Assembly will now consider the report (2/45/680) of the Fourth
Committee on agenda item 111, entitled “"Information from Hon-Self-Governing
Territories transmitted under Article 73 e of the Charter of the United Natieas”,

The General Assembly will now take a decision on Che draft resolution
recommended by the Fourth Committee in paragraph 7 of the report.

A recorded vote has been reguested.
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A_xecordad vote was taken.

In _favoux:  Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angols, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Barbades, Belgivm, Belise, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswanz,
Brasil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Paso, Burundi,
Byelorussian Soviet Socislist Republic, Cameroon, Canada, Cape
Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombis,
Comoros, Cengo, Cote 4'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Csechoslovakia,
Denmark, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El
Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Gabon, Germany, Ghana, Grsece,
Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti,
Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of}, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan,
Jordan, Kuwait, Lao Pecple‘'s Democratic Republic, Lebsncn,
Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Liechtsastein, Luxembourg,
Madagascar, Malawi, Malayszia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritanis,
Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mosambigue, Myanmar, Nepal,
Netkerlands, New Zealand, Wicaragus, Niger, Kigeria, Horway,
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Pera,
Philippines, Poland, Portugsl, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saint
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadinecs, Samoa, Saudi Arabia,
Senegal, Ssychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapors, Solomon Islands,
Scmalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinams, Swasiland, Sweden,
Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago,
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, Uaited
Republic of Tansania, Urugusy, Vanuatu, Veresuela, Viet Nam,
Yemen, Yugosiavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against: None

ahataialpng: France, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Morthern Ireland,
United States of Amorica

N\hstentionsg

[he G4r
{(resolution

45716).%
Zhe PRESIDENI: That concludss our censideration of agenda item 1il.

The Assembly will now tura to the report (A/45/681) of the FPourth Committee on

agenda item 112, entitled “"Activities of forsign economic and other interests which

are impading the implementaticn of the Declaration on the Granting of Indepondence

* Subgequently the delegations of Kenya and Namibia advised the Secretariat
that they had intended to vote in favour.
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(Ihe President)
to Colenial Countries and Peoplas in Territories under colonial domination and
efforts to eliminate colonialism, apartheid &nd racial digcrimination ia southsrn
Africa".
The General Assembly will first take a decision on the dAraft reselution
recormonded by the Fourth Committee in paragraph 9 of the report.

A recorded vote has been requested.
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A_recorded vote was taken.

In favours

igainst:

Abatalnings:

¥

e ars g 1o L08R 3N DAXagrarhh $ o QG
(resolution

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belise, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso,
Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroom, Cape
Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, Chirna, Colombia,
Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Djibouti, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Egypt. El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Ghana,
Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Raiti,
Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq,
Jamaica, Jordan, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic,
Lebanon, Lesgotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malaysia, Maldives,
Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico. Mongolia, Morocco,
Mozambigue, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria,
Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines,
Qatar, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grsanadines,
Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Semagal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone,
Singapcre, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname,
Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad znd
Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United
Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venesuela, Viet Nam,
Yemen. Yugoslavia, 2Zaire, Zambia, Zimdabwe

Belgium, France, Germany, Israel, Italy, Japan, Luxembourq,
Netherlands, Portugal, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland. United States of America

Australia, Austria, Botawana, Bulgaria, Canada, Céte 4'Ivoire,
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland, Greece, Hungary, Iceland,
Ireland, Liechtenstein, Malawi, Malta, New Zealand, Moruway,
Panama, Poland, Romania, Spain, Sweden, Turkey

ent. MA/45/88
45/717) .»

Ihe PRESIDENI: The Assembly will now take action on the drzft decision

reccomended by the Fourth Committee in paragraph 10 of its report (A/45/681).

A recorded vote has besn requasted.

®* Subseguently, the delegation of Kenya advised the Secretariat that it had
intended to vote in favour.
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A_recorded vote was taken.

in _fawvour: Afghanistan, albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Bshrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belise, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Braszil, Brunel Darussalam, Burkina
Faso, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Sociaiist Republic, Cameroon,
Cape Verde, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Cdte
d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Bgypt, El1 Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Ghana, Grenada,
Guatemala, Guigea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan,
Kuwait, Lao People‘'s Damocratic Republic, Lebanen, Lesotho,
Libyar Arab Jamahiriya, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Mexico, Mongslia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar,
Namibia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Rigeria, Oman, Pakistan,
Panama, Papus New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar,
Bwanda, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa,
Saudi Arabia, Ssnegal, Seycheiles, Sierra Leone, Singapore,
Solomon Islands, Scmalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swazilarad,
Syrian Arzb Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago,
Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainisn Sovist Socialist Rapublic, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic
of Tenzenia, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuala, Viet Kam, Yemen,
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe :

Againsts Belgium, Canada, Prance, Germany, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, Portugal, United Xingdom of Graat Britain and
Korthern Ireland, United States of America

Abstalning: Australia, Auscria, Bulgaria, Central Africen Republic,
Csechoslovakia, Denmark, Pinland, Gresce, Hungary, Icaland,
Ireland, Jepan, Liechtenstain, Malawi, Malta, New Zealand,
Norway, Poland, Romania, Spein, Swaden, Turkey

Ihe PRESIDENT: That concludes our consideration of egenda item 112.
We tura now to the report (A/45/682) of the Fourth Committee on agenda
item 113, entitled “Implementation of the Daclaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colenial Countries and Peoples by the speciaiized agencies and the
international imstitutions asscciated with the United Nations®, and agenda item 12,

entitled “Report of the Bconomic and focigl Council",

® Subsequently, the delegation of Kenya advized the Secretariat that it had
intonded to wvots in favour.
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(The President)

The Assembly will take a decision on the draft resolution recommended by the

Fourth Cowmittee in paragraph 8 of its report (A/45/682).

A recorded vote hag been requested.
A_recorded vote was taken.

In_favourx:

Againat:

Abstaining:

115 votes to 12, with 20 abstentions (resolution

Afghanistun, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belise, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brasil, Brunai Darussalam, Burkina
Faso, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republiec, Cameroon,
Cape Varde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China,
Colosbia, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Djibouti, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt. Bl Salvador, Bthiopia, Fiji, Gabonm,
Ghana, Grenais, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti,
Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Irag,
Jamaica, Jordan, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republiic,
Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arzb Jamahiriys, Malaysia, Maldives,
Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco,
¥osambigue, Myan:ar, Namibia, MNepal, Wicaragua, Wiger, Wigeria,
Cman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Faraguay, Peru,
Philippines, Qatar, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Samoa, Saudi Arebia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra
Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somslia, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Surinawe, Swasiland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo,
Trinidad and Tobago, Turnisis, Ugarda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab
Emirotes, United Republic of Tansania, Uruguay, Vanuatu,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavis, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Belgium, Canada, Denmerk, France, Germany, Israsel, Italy,
Luzembourg, Netherlands, Portugal, United Kingdom of Great
Eritoin and Yorthern Ireland, United States of Amarica

Australia, Austria, Bulgaria, Cote 4°Ivoire, Csechoslovakia,
Finland, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Japan, Lischtenstein,
Malta, New Zaaland, Worway, Poland, Romania, Spain, Sweden,
Turkey

45/18) .0

Zhe PRESIDENI: I cell on the representative of New Zsaland, who wighes

to explain his of vote.

# Subsegusntly, the delegation of Xenya advised the Secretariat that it had
intended to vote in favour.
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Mr. EEMBER (New Zealand): My deiegation abstained on tha draft
resolution just adopted om the role of the spacialized agercies and international
institutions in the implemsntation of the Deciaration on decolonisation. Like a
number of other delegations which have also abstained this year, the New Zealand
delegation had been pleased to be able to support a similar draft resolutiom on the
specislized agencies wken it came before the General Assembly last year. Our
abstention this year was made in the knowledge that the agencies and institutions
havo played a full and vitsl role in the self-determination process over recant
decades. New Zsaland welcomas their continuing participatioa.

Indeed, this year's resolution incorporates some valuable changes. It
acknowlsdges the important contribution of the Declaration on apartheid adopted by
conssnsus last December. It also includes a paragraph of especial zignificanco cn
the fragility of the economies of small iglana rarritories and thair vuinerability
to natural dizasters.

nbunvur. it is @ matter for considerable regret that in other peragraphs this
resolution has returnad to the rhetoric of the past, in a way that strikes ns as
irrelevant to the resl needs of the Hoa-Self-Governing Territories and, in some
cases, covering matters that are alzeady the subject of other agenda itsms.
Unfortunatsly, this has been a characteristic of certain other draft recolutions
conuidersd this year by the Pourth Comaittes.

New Zealand is opposed to the practice of selactive name-calling and would
have voted@ against the fourteenth preambular paragraph and operative paragraph 17
had separate votos bean taken. These references were all tke more unacceptable
given their total izepplicability to the work of the specialized agencies in the
!on-Solf-Gevornlng Territories.

As the Parmanent Representative ¢# the People’'s Republic of the Congo and

Chairman of the Pourth Committee, Ambassador Adouki, indicated ir hig statement to
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(Mz, Kamber. Mew Zealspd)
the General ! :sembly yesterday, this has been a particularly significant year for
the Committee. With 30 years of decolonization expsrisnce bohind the United
Nations and a 10-ysar goal for the conclusion of this task, a stock-taking of
working methods would seem to be appropriate.

On the basis of discusaion in ths Committee this year, Ambassador Adouki
suggested the formation of an informal working group, in which New Zealand, in its
capacity as a member of the Fourth Committse Bureau, would participate. Having
itself once been responasible to the United Naticns for nsveral Won-821f-Governiog
Territories, but having seen in the course of ths last 30 years self-detsrmination
exercised ir all but one of thege, New Zesland stends ready to assist in any
appropriate way with the processas of self-determination that remain within the
purview of the United Ratiomns.

The PRESIDENT: That concludes our consideration of agenda item 113 and
of chapters I and VI (section D) of the report of the Economirz and Social Council
under agenda item 12. |

We turn now to the report (A/45/683) of the Fcurth Committee on agenda
item 114, entitled "United Nations educational and training prograsme for southern
Africa”.

The Assembly will take a decision on the draft resolution roeounondod by the
Fourth Committee in paragraph 8 of its report (A/45/683).

The Fourth Committee adopted the draft resolutiom without objection. May I

consider that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

(resolution 45719).
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Iha PRESIDENT: <That concludes our consideraticn of ageuda item 1ie,
We tura now to the report (A/45/684) of the Fourth cénnitteo on agenda
item 115, entitled “Offers by Momber States of study and troining facilities for
inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories”.
The Assembly will now take a deciszion on the draft resoiution racommended by
the Pourth Committee in paragraph 7 of its report (A745/684). The Fourth Committee
adopted that draft resclution without objection. Mey I consider that the General

Assembly wishes to do the same?

(resolution 45/20).

Ihe PRESIDENT: That concludes cur consideration of agenda item 115,
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(Zhe President)

We ghall now consider the report of the rourth Committea on agenda item 10
(A/745/685 and Corr.l) concerning the chapters of the resport of the Special
Committee on the Situastion with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoplas relating to specific
Territories not covered by other agenda items.

The Assembly will proceed to take decisions on the various recommendations of
the Fourth Committee. I shall put the recommendations to the Asaembiy one by one.
After all the votes have been taken, representatives will have the oppertunity to
explain their vote.

We turn first to the 12 draft resolutions recommended by the Fourth Committee
in paragraph 24 of its report.,

Dratt resolution I is entitled "Question of Western Sahara". The Assembly
will now take a decision on that draft resolution. As stated in paragraph 14 of
the report, the Fourth Committee adopted this draft consensus resoclution without a
vote. May I consider that the General Assembly wishes to adopt draft resclution I?

Draft resolution I was adopted (resoiution 45/21).

Thie PRESIDENT: Draft resolution II is entitled "Queation of New
Caledonia". The Fourth Committee adopted it without objection. May I consider
that the Gemeral Assembly wishes to adopt draft resolution II?

Draft regsolution XI was adopted (resolution 45/22).

Ihe PRESIDENT: Draft resolution III is entitled "Question of Anguilla",
The Fourth Committee adopted it without objection. May I consider that the General

Assenmbly wishes to do the zame?

Braft resolution IIJ was adopted (resolution 45/23).
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Ihe PRESIDINTS raft resolution IV is entitled "Question of Bermuda".
The Fourth Committee adopted it without ocbjection. May I consider that the General
Assembly wishes to adopt draft resolution IV?

Draft xesclution IV was adopted (resolution 45724},

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will turn next tc draft resclution v,
entitlad "Question of the British Virgin Islands”. This draft resolution was
adopted by ths Fourth Cormittee without objection. May I comsider that the General
Assembly wishes to do the same?

Rraft sosolution ¥V was sdoptad (rasolution £5/725).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolutiom VI, entitled "Question of the Cayman
islands". as adopted by the Fourth Committee without objection. May I conzider
that the General Assembly wishes to adopt draft resoliution VI?

Draft resolution VI wes adopted (resolution 45/26).

IhQ_EBESIQBHit Draft resolvtion VII is entitled "Question of
Montserrat“.‘ The Fourth Committee adopted it without objection. May I concidar
that the General Assembly wishes to adopt draft resclution VII?

Draft resolution VII was adopted (resclution 45/27).

Ihg_zxzﬁlpzﬂzz Draft resolution VIII is entitled "Question of ths Turks
and Caicos Islands”. The Fourth Committee adopted it without objection. May I
consider that the General Assembly wishes to adopt draft resolution VIII?

mmmammm (resolution 45/28).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution IX is entitled "Question of Tokelau".
The Fourth Committee adopted it without objection. May I consider that the General
Assembly wishes to adopt draft resolution IX?

ed (resolution 45/29),
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Ihe PRESIDENI: Draft resolution X is entitled “"Question of American
Samoa". The Fourth Committee adopted the draft resolution without objection. May

I consider that the General Assembly wishes to do the same?

DRraft resolution X was adopted (resolution 45/30).

Zhe PRESIDENT: Draft resolution XI is entitled “"Question of the United
States Virgin Islands". The Fourth Committee adopted it without objection. May I

consider that the General Assembly aiso wishes to do so?

Draft resoluticn XI was adopted (resclution 45/31).

The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution XII is entitled "Question of Guam". A

recorded vote has been requested on this draft resolutioan.
A_recozdsd vote was taken.

In favour: Afghacistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso,
Burundi, Byelorussiar Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde,
Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Céte
d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Egypt. El Salvador, Bthiopia, Fiji, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala,
Suines, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia,
Iran (Islamic Republic of), Irag, Jamaica, Jordam, Kuwait, Lao
People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesctho, Libyan Arab ,
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta,
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Mcrocco, Mozambique,
Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria,
Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines,
Qatar, Rwanda, Saint Lveia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
Saudi Arabia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon
Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab
Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda,
Ukrainisn Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzanis,
Uruguay, Venezsuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia,
Zimbabwe

Against: Israel, United States of America, Vanuatu
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Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada,
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland, France, Gabon, Gormany, Greece,
Bungary, Iceland, Irsland, Italy, Japan, Liechtenstoin,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Panema, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Samoa, Spain, Swsden, Turkey, United Kingdom of Gresat
Britain and@ Northera Ireland

{dratt

resolution 45/32).¢

The PRESIDENT: I now invite representatives to turn to the draft
consensusss recommanded by the Fourth Committee in paragraph 25 of its report
(A/745/685 and Corr.l).

Draft consensus I is entitled "Question of Gibraltar". The Fourth Committee
adopted it without objection, May I consider that the Genmeral Assembly wishes to
adopt draft conssnsus I?

Draft consepsus I was adopted.

Ihe PRESIDENT: Draft consensus II is entitled “Question of Pitcairn".
The Fourth Committee adopted it without objection. May I consider that the General
Assembly wishes to do the same?

Praft consensus II was adopted.

The PRESIDENT: We turn next to the draft decision entitled "Question of
St. Helena" recommended by the Fourth Committee in paragraph 26 of its report

(A/45/685 and Corr.l). A racorded vote has bsen requested on this draft decision.

* Subsequently, the delsgations of Kenya and Vanuatu advised the Secretariat
that they had intemded to vote in favour.
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A _recorded vote was taken.

In favours: Afghsnistan, Albania, Algsria, Azgola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, EBahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Beslize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussaicm, Burkina
Faso, Bururdi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republie, Cape
Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombiaz,
Congo, COte 4°'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Djibouti, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Egypt, Bl Salvador, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Grenada,
Guatamala, Guinea, Guinsa-Biassau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan,
Kuwait, Lao People’'s Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives,
Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongelia, Moroccs,
Mosambique. Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal., Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria,
Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines,
Qatar, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Saudi Arabia, Seychelles, Sierra
Lecne, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Suriname, Eyrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and
Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainiar Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United
Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam,
Yemen, Yugeslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
States of America

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Czechoslovakia,
Denmark, Fiji, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary,
Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Liechtenstoin,
Luxembourg, Malta, Nethsrlands, New Zealand, Norway, Panana,
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Samoa, Spain, Sweden, Turkey

# Subsequently, the delegation of Kenya advised the Secretariat that it had
intended to vote in favour; the delegation of Lebanon had intended to abstain.
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AGENDA ITEM 18 (gontinued)

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL
COUNTRIES AND PEGPLES

(a) REFORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE SITUATION WITH REGARD TO THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TC COLONIAL
. COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES (A/45/23; A/AC.109/1015 and Corr.l1,
A/AC.109/1016-A/AC.109/1021, A/AC.109/1023 and Corr.l and Add.l,
A/AC.109/1024-A/AC.109/1036, A/AC.109/1038, A/AC.109/1041 ard Corr.l,
A/AC.109/1044 and A/AC.169/1048 and Corr.1/Rev.1)
(b) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A745/644 and Corr.l)
(c) DRAFT RESOLUTIONS (A/45/23 (part II) para. 26; A/45/L.16, A/45/L.17)
(d) DRAFT DECISION (A745/L.18)
(e) REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A745/686)
(£) LETTERS FROM PAPUA NEW GUINEA (A/745/723, A/745/724)
Ihe PRESIDENT: The debate on this item was concluded earlier this
afternoon.
The Assembly will mcw turn to the recommendations contained in paragraph 26 of

part II of the report of the Special Committee (A745/23), to AQraft resolutions

A/45/L.16 and A/45/L.17 and to draft decision A/45/L.18.
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(Ihe President)

I call on the representative of the United Kingdom, who wishes to explain his
vote befora the voting.

May I remind delegations that, in accordsnce with Generzl Assembly decision
34/301, explanations of vote are limited to 10 minutes and should be made by
delegations from their seats,

Mr. RICHARDSON (Uaited Kingdem): 1In our statement to the Fourth
Committee ard in explanations of vote my delegation has besn cbliged to object to
the outdated language of many of the resolutions which we have had to consider. We
have not enjoyed doing so, but we beliesve that the resources and work of the United
Nations are being misdirected. We think it is time to take a hard look at the
practices and procedures of the United Nations in the field of decolonization. We
need tc eliminats repetition and duplication and to adopt instead a streamlirned,
pragmatic approach that responds better te the present-day needs of the peoples of
ths few small remaining dependent Territories.

The United Naticns facos new challenges and demands, but its ability to
respond is hamperad when a disproportionate share of its resources is devoted to
perpetuating work which should be consigned to the archives. The draft resolutions
on which we are about to vote are good examples. Draft resolutions A/45/L.16 and
A/45/L.17 differ depressingly little from their predecessors. Like them, they are
couched in the tired rhatoric of previous decades. They have nothing of relevance
to say to the self-goverrirg peoples of the British dependent Tarriteries.

Last year my delegation made a statement in the Assembly on the draft
resolution on marking the thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration on
decolonization. My delegaticn voted against that draft resolution. We fourd it
‘incomprehensible that additional efforts and resources should be devoted to the

work of decolonization at a time when United Nations tasks in this field are
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diminishing and yet tkhe demands upon the resources of the United Mations are
greater than ever before. This year's draft resclution oz the obzsrvance of the
thirtieth anniversary is no better than last year‘s. It is a compilatica of all
the irrelevant rhetoric of the past - ard I am thinking in particular of operative
paregraph 9. It is a cause for despair that we have to vote on such a dacument,
which can only bring discredit upon the magrnificent achievements of the past in the
field of decolonization. We remind the Assembly once again that the right to
s¢lf-determination does not necessarily mean full independence. The peoples of our
remaining dependent rerritqries exercise their right to self-determination every
time they go to the polls. Whather they docide to assume the responsibilities of
full independence is entirely a matter for them. Ws raspect their decisions.

I could have made much the iame speech at any time in the past 10 years or

sc. But I should liks to conclude on a slightly more hopeful note. We are aware
that the Special Committee is raconsidering its approach to questioans of
decolonization ncw that Namibia has at last taken its place among us as an
independent State, and now that, more clearly than befors, we can see that what we
are talking about is the future of a few small island Territories. I pay a tribute
to the Chairman of the Special Commitzes for his interest in the matter, an? I have
also noted with interast the remarks made by the Chairmar of the PFourth Committee.
I can only hope that next year the Assembly and the Fourth Committee wiil not have
to consider a multitude of draft resolutions that fail to reflect realities ard do
nothing to advance the wis' - _ of the pecple of the remaining dependent
Territories. After all, it is to advance their wishes that we are here in the
first place.

Ihe PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now take a decision on the

recommendations contained in paragraph 26 of document A/45/23 (part II), Araft
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resolutions A/45/L.16 ard A/45/L.17 and the draft decision in document A/45/L.1S.
The report of the Fifth Committee on the programme budget implications is coatained
in document A/45/686.

I have to announce the following additional sponsors of draft resclutions
A/45/L.16 ond A/45/L.17: Burkina Faso, Cyprus, the Iglamic Republic of Iran, the
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and Vanezuela.

The Acsembly will now bagin the veting process and vote first on the draft
resolution antitled "Thirtioth Anniversary of the Declaration om the Granting cof
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples®, which appears in paragraph 26 of
part II of the report of the Special Committee (A/45/23).

A recordad vote has baea requested.

A_xecorded vote was taken.

In favour:s Afghanistzn, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentine, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Braszil, EBrunei
Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Camerocon, Cape Verde, Central African
Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comocros, Congo, Cote
d‘'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechosiovakia, Djibouti, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon,
Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana,
Haitl, Honduras, India, Indomesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of),
Izag, Ireland, Jamaica, Jordan, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic
Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Momgolia,
Morocco, Mosambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Hepal, New Zealarnd,
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea,
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,
Seychelles, Sierres Leons, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia,
Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swasziland, Syrian Aradb
Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey,
Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of
Tansania, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venesuela, Viet Nam, Yemen,
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Againat:s United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
Stetes of Amesrica
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Belgium, Belize, Canada, Demmark, Finland, France, Germauny,
Hungary, Iceland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Liechtenstaein,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Panamz, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Sweden

The PRESIDENT: The Agssembly will now vote onm draft resolution A/745/L.16,

entitled “Implemantation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independeance to

Colonial Countriss and Pecples".

A recorded vote has been requested.

& recoxded vote was tskap.

In favour:

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeris, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Auvstralia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil,
Brunei Darussalsm, Burkina Faso, \lurundi, Byelorussian Scviet
Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African
Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Cote 4'Ivoire,
Cuba, Cyprus, Donmark, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Bcuador,
Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Gabon, Ghapa,
Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinsa-Bissau, Guysna, Haiti,
Honduras, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iram (Islamic Republic of),
Iraq, Ireland, Jamaica, Japsn, Jordan, Kuwait, Lao Pacple‘s
Democratic Republic, Lsbanon, Lesotko, Libyan Arab Jamahiriys.
Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Mexico. Momgolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar,
Namibia, Nepal, New Zoaland, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway,
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru,
Philippines, Portugal, Qatar, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Saint Viacent
and the Grenadines, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles,
Sierra Lasone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalie, Spain, Sri
Lanka, Svdan, Suriname, Swaziland, Swaden, Syrian Arab Republic,
Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobage, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Scviet Socialist
Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Rapublic of Tanzania,
Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, 2aire,
Zambia, Zimbabwe

United Kingdom of Groat Britain and Northern Ireland, United
States of America

®* Subsequently the delegation of Kenya advised the Secretariat that it had
intended to vote in favour.



RC/17 A/45/PV.44
75

Abstaining: Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Cszechoslovakia, France, Germany,
Hungary, Israel, Italy, Liechtsnstein, Luxembourg, Malawi,
Netherlands, Poland, Romania

(resoluﬁibn 45/34);5.

Iho PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now vote or draft resolution A/45/L.17,
entitlod "Dissemination of information on decolonization”.
A recorded vota has been requested.
A_recorded vote was taken.

In favours Afghauistan, Albania, Algerisa, Angola, Antiqua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahames, Bshrain, Bangladesh,
Barbedos, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brasil,
Brunei Dsrussalam, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Camerocn, Canada, Cape Verde, Ceutral African
Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Cots
d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Denmark, Diibouti, Dominican Republic,
Bcuador, Egypt, Bl Saivader, Bthiopia, Fiji, Finland, Gabon,
Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, CGuinsa-Bissau, Guyana,
Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of}), Iraq, Ireland, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, L=so
People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arab
Jamshiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta,
Mauritaria, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mosambigue,
Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Miger, Migeris,
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru,
Philippines, Portugal, Qatar, Rwande, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent
and the Grenadines, Samoa, Saudi Arabiz, Senegal, Ssychelles,
Sierra Laore, Singapore, Solomon Islaunds, Somalia, Spain, Sri
Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swasiland, Sweden, Syrian Arad Republic,
Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania,
Uruguay, Vanuatu, Veneauela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire,
2ambia, Zimbabwe

Agsingts United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
States of America

# Subsequexntly the delegation of Xenya advised the Secretariat that it had
intends@ to vote in favour.
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Abstaining: Beilgium, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakiz, France, Germuay, Hungary,
Israel, Italy, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Panama,
Poland, Romania '

-
(b

(resoluticn 45/345.*

Ihe PRESIDENHT: The Assembly will now vote on the draft decision in
document A/45/L.18, entitled “Internaticnal Decade for the Eradication of
Colonialism",

A recorded vote has been requested.

A _recordad vote was taken.

In_favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argeatina, Australia, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados,
Benin, Phutzn, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam,
Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad,
Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, CGte d'Ivoire, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Egypt. El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Ghana, Grexnada,
Guatemala, Guinsa, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras,
Bungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq,
Jamaica, Jordan, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic,
Lobanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico,
Mongolia, Morccco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Mamibia, Nepal, New
Zealand, Wicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua
New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania,
Bwanda, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa,
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Loons, Singapore,
Solomon Islards, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland,
Syrian Arsb Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago,
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republica, United Arab Emirates, United
Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam,
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Acainst: Hone

% Subgsequently the delegation of Kenya advised the Secretariat that it hagd
intended to vote in favour.
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Abstainipg: Austria, Bslgium, Belise, Cenada, Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, Greace, Icelaud, Ireland, Xsrael, Italy, Japan,
Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Morway, Portugal, Spain,

Swedon, United Kingdom of Grsat Britaim and Morthern Ireland,
United States of America

# Subseguently the delegation of Kenya adviged the Secretariat that it had
intended to vote in favour.



PMB/18 A/45/PV.44
76

Ihe PRESIDENT: I call now on represyntatives who wish to explain their
voto. I remind delegaticns that, in accordance with Cenmeral Assembly
decision 34/401, explanations of vote are limited tc 10 minutes and should be made
by delegations from their seats.

Mr. FIFR (Norway): I have the honour to speak on behslf of the five
Nordic countries: Denmark, FPinland, Iceland, Sweden ard Norway.

The Nordic countries continue to attach the utmost importance to the
inalienable right of all peoples in Non-Self-Governing Territories to
self-dotermination. We welcome, therefore, the accomplishments in the
decolonisation precess, which hes now very nearly run its course.

The Hordic countries voted in favour of d&raft resolutions A/45/L.16 and L.17.
Regrettably, however, we could not do so without certain reservatioas.

Draft resolution A/45/L.16 coatains formulations to which we camnot give our
consent. Operative paragraphs 4 and 11 contain wording which is contrary to the
principle in the Charter that the United Natiors should always encourage peaceful
sclutions. We also find operative paragraphs 9 2rd 10 to be too categorically
formulated.

As regards draft reasolution A/45/L.17, our vote on operative paragraph 1,
regarding the chapter of the report of ths Special Committee on decolonization
relating to the disssminztion of information, should mot be interpreted as approval
of all specific parts of that chapter. Furthermore, the fourth preambular
paragraph, regarding measures of cemsorship in Suuth Africa, is at variance with
current realities, in view of the significant developments that have taken place in
that country over the past yoar.

The Nordic countries abatained cn draft resolution A/45/L.18 as a consequance
of their vote two years ago on the resolution on the International Decade for the

Eradication of Colonizlism.
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Moraover, the Nordic countries regret that they had to abstain on the new
draft resolution relating to the thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. In our opinicn it
contradicts the view that has been held consistently by the Nordic countries, among
others, on the need toc concentrate and rationzlize the texts relating to
decolonization. This text is much too long. What is more, it contains
formulations that do mot take into account positive developments that have taken
place in southern Africa. I refer here. inter alja, to operative paragraphs 4
and 20. Namibia having attained independence, we alsc feel that the references to
apartheid contained, inter alia, in the seventeenth preambular paragraph and
cperative paragraph 6, do not really belong any more in the context of the
decolonization process. Concerning operative paragraphs 15 and 16, reiating to
military activities, we feel that they are too categorical. Moreover, operative
paragraph 7 contains ambiguous language as far as encouraging peaceful solutions is
concerned.

The Nordic countries warmly welcome and feel encouraged by the proposal made
by the Chairman of the Fourth Committee, Ambassador Adouki, Permanent
Representative of Congo, that a working group be establishad to take a closer look
at the structure and language of the texts pertaining to decolonization.

Mr. KEMBER (New Zealand): My delegation voted in favour of the draft
resolution on the thirtieth anniverary of the Declaration on decolonization. We
did so because of our basic wish to be as forthcoming and supportive as posszible on
decolonization issues. Our tecord on this is clear.

We fully understand the need for resolutions - veflect the’past. It is
essential, as we indicated earlier in the session, for us also to look forward in
ways that are constructive and positive and that keep uppermost the interests of

those peoples which have yet to exercise self-determination. Tha regional seminars
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on decolonization held earlier this year in Port Vila and Bridgetown amply
demonstrate the value of continued dialogue with the inhabitants of the
Non-Self-Coverning Territories. This was a point made forcefully by the special
representative of Tokelau earlier this year when he toid the Sub-Committee on Small
Territories of the Committee of 24 that Tokelau itself relied on the United Nations
to help voice its aspirations, and its fears, to the internatiomal community.

We must register our disappointment, therefore, that a draft resolution
commemmorating an important amniversary was not couched in terms that could have
resulted in consensus. We are disappointed also to see further examplas of
outmoded language and hackneyed phrases irrelevant to the context and superseded by
events. Our support for the draft resolution is therefore guardad. New approaches
and new language are essential in future years if the resolutions are to have any
relevance and utility as ths beacon for decolonization in this Interrational
Decade. Accordingly, New Zealand welcomes the decision of the Special Committee of
24, to which its Rapporteur referred yesterday, to re-examine its work and
resolutions next year. New Zealand looks forward to working with the Committee of
24 to this end, both as an administering Power and through its membership of the
Bureau of the Fourth Committee for the forty-fifth session of the General Asscmbly.

Mr. GREEN (Canada): Canada abstained on draft resolution A/45/L.16 and
on the draft decision contained in document A/45/L.18. These abstentions ars in
keeping with our votes on similar texts at previous sessions of the Ganeral
Assembly.

While we supported draft resolution A/45/L.17, there remain some inappropriate
references to aparthei] a2nd colonialism which we would hope to see removed or

amended in future.



FMB/18 A/45/PV.44
79

(Mr. Green, Canada)

Canada supported the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countriss and Pecples 30 years ago and it is with regret that we are cbligasd to
sbstain on the commemorative resolution contained in document A/45/23 (Part II)
paragraph 26. As we have made clear on several occasions during this session of
the Gensral Assembly, the independsnce of Namibia has, in our view, resmoved the
question of apartheid from the decolonization agenda. We do not believe.
therefore, that it is appropriate for draft resolutions under this agenda item %o
contain language on apartheid. There are other, more appropriate, forums within
the United Nations system for dealing with this question.

We are disappointed, therefore, to see that the drafters of these draft
resclutions have not seized the opportunity to amend their texts to take into
account recent deQelopments in southern Africa, particularly in the light of the
independence of Namibia.

Canada hopes that at the forty-sixth session of the General Assembly such
inappropriate and cutdated language, including unnecessary and confrontational
name-calling, will have been removed from our consideration of draft resolutions
under this agenda item.

In this regard, we welcome the suggestior made yesterday by the Chairman of
the Pourth Committes for the creation of a working group to assist in the process
of developing draft resclutions on decolonization relevant to the needs of the
1990s.

Mr. SLABY (Czechoslovakia): My delegation has on several occasions
declared its support for the businesslike work of the United Nations decolonizaticn
bodies. However, the draft resolutions we have just adopted are of a

confrontational nature and do not reflect developments in the worid. They contain
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many paragraphs whose wording has little to do with the processz of decolorization,

»

and others which go bayond the mandate of the Committee of 24 and bayond the limits

of Adecolonization.
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That, unfortunately, is the case with regard to the draft resolutions on which we
have just taken decisicns. That is why my delegation abstained in the voting on
draft resolutions A/45/L.16 and A/45/L.17.

With regard to the draft resolution on the thirtieth anniversary of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, my
delegation would like to note the following. Czechoslovakia has declared on
several occasions its adherence to the principles of the Declaration on
decolcnization, which contains such important principles as those of the right of
all peoples to self-determination and independent econmomic, social and cultural
development and the inadmissibility of the subjugation of nations to foreign
domination and exploitation and of the violation of national unity and territorial
integrity. Guided by those principles and those solemn goals, my Gelegation voted
in favour of the text commemorating the thirtieth anniversary.

I will go further. My delegation is of the opinion that this symbolic draft
resolution reminding us of the goals of decolonization should have been adopted by
consensus. This position is another signal by our delsgation, but at the same time
we fully urnderstand the reasoas of those delegations that were not able to suprort
the draft. Those that wsre unable to support the draft resolution are not
responsible for the lack of a consensus.

Mr, SAVOV (Bulgaria): My delegation voted in favour of the draft
resolution on the thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries arnd Paoples guided by an understanding of the
need to pay a tribute to the international community for its tireless efforts in
the field of decolonization and to reaffirm cur commitment to the full
implementation of the Declaration,

At the same time, my delegation would have preferred a more updated

resolution. Moreover, the text also contains paragraphs that deal with gppartheid.
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As the Permanent Representative of Bulgaria stated this mornirng, my delegation
maintains the view that after the indepsndence of Namibia the issues of apartheid
should no longer be subject to consideration on the decolonization agenda. There
6xist a number of appropriate United Nations organs in which all aspects of
sparthejd should be dealt with.

It was on this same ground that my delsgation abstained in the voting or draft
resolutions A/45/L.16 and A/45/L.17.

Ms. BIRD (Austraiia): Australia voted in favour of the three draft
resolutions and the draft decision just adoptead under.this agenda item. Our
decision to vote in favour was not takem either lightly or easily. It dces not
imply that Australia agrees with all that is contained in the texts considered
under this item; far from it.

As my delegation has already had occasion to observe in the Fourth Ccmmittee,
many of the draft texts that have come to us from the Committe; of 24 contain
language that is increasingly outdated and irrelevant. Language that may havq baen
appropriate in the 1960s is a0 longer so today. We must resist the temptatiocn
simply to recycle language from year to year. We note, for example, that the
references to South Africa in these texts take no account of significant changes
that have taken place in that country in the past year.

The main factor motivating Australia to vote in favour of the teszts is our
strong support for the continuing role of the United Nations in the decolonisatien
process. Australia supported the designation of the 19908 as the International
Decade for the Bradication of Colonialism, and we strongly support ths goal of
eradicating colonialism by the year 2000, if not earlier,

To this end we must focus clearly on the work left to be done. Most of the

remaining 18 Non-Seif-Governing Territories on the United Nations list are small



RM/19 A/45/PV.44
: 83

(Ma. Bird, Australia)
island Ststes in the Pacific and Caribbean. If we are to achieve the aims of the
Decsde it is vital that the work of the United Nations be relevant and targeted on
the specific needs of the remaining Fon-Self-Governing Territories. Resolutions
that recycle increasingly ocutdated or irrelevant language do not serve the purposes
of those we are supposed to bs assisting.

By voting in favour of the texts under this agenda item my delegation wishes
to stress its willingness to work with all delagatioms to find a common approach to
an arsa of United Nations work om which we should all be.able to agrae. We nezad
unity of purpose rather than divisive language if the goals of the Decade are to be
achisved. |

In this connection we note with interest the suggestion made yssterday by the
Chairman of the Fourth Committee for the establishment of an informal working group
to help facilitate progress towards resoluticns relevant tc the 1990s. We look
forward to working with cother United Nastions Members over the remainder of the
decade to ensure that we are working in unison, with the collective gecal of ridding
the world of colonialiam by the yoar 2000,

Mr., HAYES (Ireland): As in the case of similar draft resclutiors in the
past, my delegation voted in favour of draft resolutions A/45/L.16 and A/45/L.17.
We also voted in favour of the draft resclution in document A/45/23 (Part IXI), on
the thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples.

My delegsation voted in favour of thegse draft resclutiong becausze of the
importance we attach to the inalienable right to self-determination of all
peopies. Ireland has always fully supported this right.

None fhe lesa, the draft resolutions we have supported contain some
formulations with whieh we do not agrea. This is especially true of the draft

resolution on the thirtioth anniversary. Irm particular, Ireland does not believe
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that the situation in South Africa should be covered in decolonisation texts.
Moraover, the texts do not, in our viow, reflect the changing circumstances in
southern Africa.

Mr. HAJNOCZI (Austria): Austria considers that the process of
decolonization constitutes one of the outatanding achisvements of the United
Nations. Austria hes therefore consistently supported the efforts.of the United
Nations in this regard.

It is because of its sincore commitmeat to the procass of dscolonization and
to the right of peopiss to self-determination that Austris has supported draft
resolutions A/45/L.16 and A/45/L.17 aad the draft resolution in document A/45/23
(Part II). However, that should not be interpreted a3 approval cf all the
provisions coantained in these texts; we have reservations with regard to some of
thom,

I should like to mention in particular operative paragraph 4 of araft
resolution A/45/L.16 and smphasize that Austria understands that paragraph as
referring exclusively to the struggle by peaceful mesns, since Austria, in
accordance with the United Nations Charter, is firmly convinced that the necessary
change should be brought about by peaceful means alone.

My delagation abstained in the voting on the draft decision in document
A/45/L.18,

With regard to the draft resolution on the thirtieth anniverazary of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,
Austria regrets that the text contaias some controversial passages that prevented
the adoption of this draft resolution by consensus, which, in our view, would have

been appropriste to the occasion.
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Namibia‘'s attainment of independence is a particular joy for us and a major
achievement in the process of decolonization. A significant process of change is
under way in South Africa. To our regret the texts on which we have just voted do
not sufficiently reflect the important developments that have occurred since last
year. They seem all the more untimely as the General Assembly itself has already
adopted by consensus new formulations at the special session on zpartheid last
Dacember and, most recently, at its resumed forty-fourth session. Austria is
definitely in favour of updating our consideration of decolonization matters and,
in this context, I want to express our appreciation and support for the proposal
made by Ambassador Adouki, who so ably chaired the Fourth Committee, to establish a
working group that would lead to reform, thereby strengthening the impact of our
work with regard to decoclonization.

In conclusion, let me reaffirm Austria‘'s continued and unequivocal support for
the process of decolonization.

Mr. DICTAKIS (Greece): GCrocece has consistently supported the efforts of
the international community in the field of decolonization, which have brought
about szpectacular results over the past decades. The contribution of the United
Nations in this field is of very great importance. In this spirit, my delegation
voted in favour of draft resolutions A/45/L.16 and A/45/L.17, as it has
consistently done in the past on similar draft resolutions, and of the draft
resolution contained in document A/45/23 (part II), concerning the thirtieth
anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples.

However, we wish to express reservations on certain provisions of those
resolutions which we believe are not in consonance with the spirit of the
resolution and the goals contained therein. Although Greece unswervingly condemns

apactheid, we are particularly coucerned that references to it in these resolutions
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adopted sinee Namibia acceded to independence may give grourds for
misinterpretation. PFurthermors, we believe that the parts of those resolutioms
concerning the region of southern Africa do not fully reflect the recent
developmants there.

Mc. DA COSTA PEREIRA (Portugal): Portugal comsidars that the process of
decolonization is one of the historic achievements of the Unitad Nations and we
hope that this process can soon be successfully complsted.

Portugal fully supports the right of peoples to self-determination and
independencs in accordance with the very principles of the Chartar of the United
Nations, and therefore we voted in favour of draft resoluticns A/45/L.15 and
A/45/L.17.

The draft resolution (A/45/23 (part II), para. 26) relating to the thirtieth
anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colenial
Countries and Pecples contains formulations te which we give our full support -
namely, operative paragraphs 11 and 13. However, I must say that my delagation has
‘ocrious reservations about operative paragraphs 4 and 9. Portugal reiterates its
opposition to the continued reference to apartheid in the context of decolorisation
matters. Such references are out of place and the language contained in those
paragraphs dces not take into accouat the enccuraging 2ad positive developments in
South Africa. That is why my delegation abstained om that draft resolution.

Mz. SERRANO (Spain) (interpretation from Spanish):s As in the case of
gimilar draft resoluticms in previcus years, my delegation voted in favour of the
draft resolutions conteined in documents A/45/L.16 and AIQS/L.l?. Tkis is further
proof of the importaace my country attaches to the exercise by all peoples of their
inalienable right to self-dstermination and of the support we always demonstrate on

this question,
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Nevertheless, the texts we have before us contain some lsagusge and
formulations which are too categorical and which we therefore cannct endorse. In
Scme cases they could be interpreted as being inconsistent with the principle of
the peaceful settlement of disputes, while in others they do not take sufficiently
into account the changes that have occurred, in southern Africa in particular.

Guided by the same spirit my delegation supported the dratft resolution on the
thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples, despite the fact that scme of the sazme objections
could apply here. My delegation believes that every effort should be made to avoid
pointless repetition in all such resclutions.

Mr. GUVEN (Turkey) (ianterpretation from French): In keeping with our
policy of supporting efforts to dismantle apartheid we voted in favour of dAraft
resolution A/45/L.16. Howaver, that vote should not be interpreted toc mean that we
approve of everything in the resolution. I refer in particular to cperative
paragraphs 4 and 7, which are too categorical. For the record I wish to state our
reservation on operative paragraph 9 of the resolution. We believe its wording is
not satisfactory.

WHe voted also in favour of the draft resolution in paragraph 26 of document
A/45/23 (part II). Despite our support for this draft resclution we believe that
some of its paragraphs should have been drafted in a more subtle way in order to
reflect‘tho current spirit of co-cperaticn and understanding within the United
Nations.

Ihe PRESIDENT: I call now on the Permanent Representative ef Ethiopia,
the Chairman of the Special Committee on the Situacion with regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colomial

Countries and Peoples.
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Mr. TADESSE (Bthiopia), Chairman of the Special Committee on the
Situation with Regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonisl Countries and Peoples (Special Committee of 24): As the
General Assembly is about to conciude consideration of item i8, on the
implementation of the Declaration, I wish, on behalf of my colleagues of the
Special Committee, to thank all delegations for the valuable contribution thay have
once again made to the cause of decolonization.

Neadless to say, we have listened attentively to the comments and suggestions
that were made throughout the debate on decolonization this year. Those relevant
comments and recommendations will be studied very carefully and we shall spare no
effort to take them inte aceount in charting our sourse of action for the future.

As I have already stated, the Special Committee will also endeavour to
continue to take due consideration of the views expressed by the representatives of
the remaining Territories at the two seminars that it organized earlier this year
and in otker relevant forums.

The adoption once again by the General Assembly of the resolutions on the
implementation of the Daclaration and the dissemiration of information on
decolonization is furthor proof of the importance the international community

continuss to attach to the remaining tasks.
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Our marndate, as outlined by those resoluticns, is to ascertain that the
peoples of all the remaining Non-Self-Goveraning Territories are given the
opportunity to determine freely their future political status, and that the
administering Powers fulfil their Charter responsibilities for political, econonmic
and social development in those Territories.

In the course of the debate in the current session certain delegations have
expressed the view that the process of decolonization has reached a stage at which
there is no longer any need for the United Natioans to devote as much energy and
resources to this question. For the majority, including the members of the Specisal
Committee of 24, however, the remaining tasks still merit the unstinted efforts of
the international community. Indeed, thiz is also the 2xpressed view of the
peoples concerned.

During the two regional seminars held in Vanuatu and Barbados in connectien
with the thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration representatives of the
Non-Self-Governing Territories were unequivocal and united on the question of
self-determination. Despite the stage of their development or the dAifferent
approaches they may wish to pursue to realize their right to self-deteraination,
they wers unanimous on the need to enhance the United Nations effort and the role
of the Special Committee in the struggle for complete decoloniszation. They
reaffirmed this common peosition without losing sight of the fact that an act of
salf-determination should involve a full range of options, as provided for in
resolution 1541 (XV), and the freely expressed wishes of the pecples concerned. We
are gratified that the views axpressed by the overvhelming majority in the Assembly
coincide with those of the peoples of the colonial Territories.

Among the observations made in the Fourth Committee this year and in this

debate concerning the work of the Special Committee, concern has been voiced by
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some delegations about what they perceive to be outdated gpproaches to modern
problems by both the Special Committee and the Fourth Committee. The truth is that
colonialism itself is an anachronistic phenomenon,

What is needed to obviate the necessity of continuing to deal with this
outdated question of colonialism, the Committee believes, is for us all to work
towards the attainment of the objective of the Internatiomal Dacade for the
Eradication of Colonialism, namely, that of abolishing the anachronistic system of
colonial relations, and with it eliminating the issue from the Assembly‘’s agenda,
by the year 2000. Until then, not only flexibility of approach but also increased
determination are required of all concerned.

As regards 6bservations that our resolutions should reflect the realities
obtaining in the Hon-Self-Goveraing Territories, it should be noted that our
recommendations are based on information available to the Committee. Despite the
Committee’'s continued efforts over the last four years, it has no’ " en possible to
send visiting missions to the Territories withim its purview. 1Its only source has
thus been the limited information provided by some of the administering Powers
under Article 73 e of the Charter amd secondary sources. In order to ensure that
resolutions more accurately reflect conditions in the Non-Self-Governing
Territories, it is of paramount importance not only that administering Powers
provide the Secretary-General with adequate, up-to-date information on the
Territories under their administration, as called for under the Charter, but also
that they co-operate in receiving United Nations missions to the Territories.

The current situation notwithstanding, it may be noted that the Committee's
recommendations have not only reflected the expressed wishes of the representatives
of the Territories but have also included such concerns of our time as the dangers

arising from the use of the Territories for arug-trafficking, money-laundering,
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dumping of tozic wastes and drift-net fishing, as well as abuse of natural
resources, which also cause damage to the ecology and environment. As these
relatively recent activities pose a threat to the remaining Non-Self-Governing
Territories, the Committee intends to continue to draw the attention of the
administering Powers and the international community to these problems.

While the Special Committee has not underestimated the positive role that
foreign economic activities may play in the economic and social advancement of the
peoples of the Territories, it continues to emphasize the apprehension of the
Territories over the dangers of some ruthless foreign economic interests that cause
impediments to the decolonization process. On the other hand, the Special
Committee has repeatedly called for economic developmsnt as sn important catalyst
in the self-determination procass.

The world in which we live today is indeed undergoing tremendcus changes.
These events are the culmination of the desire express.d by the Governments and
peoples of the world to see a new internmational order based on increased frecdom,
peace, justice and co-operation. At this juncture we cannot do less than maintain
the momentum attained thus far in the exercise of the inalienmable right of
colonized peoples and bring the process of decolonization to its logical
conclusion. Let us therefore take advantage of this fortunate momentum tc sustain
the consensus on a course of action that will best serve the interests of the
peoples of the remaining dependent Territeriss.

The PRESIDENT: I shall now call on those representatives who wish to

speak in exercise of the right of reply.
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I remind members that, in accordance with General Assembly decisioa 347401,
statements in exercise of the right of reply are limited to 10 minutes for the
first intervention and to five minutes for the second aand should be made by
delegations from their seats.

Mr., KADRAT (Irag) (interpretation from Arsbic): I do »not wish to speak
at length, but the representative of Vanuatu referred to the Gulf crisis and
apparently he is not well informed regarding the bzsis and background of the
situatioa there; nor are his remarks related tc the problems of the region as a
whole. What he said has nothing at ali toc do with the problem of decolonization,
now before the Assembly.

Irag hes always advocated the settlement of international problems, incliuding
the problems of the Middle East, through dialogue and by other peaceful means.
This would lead inevitsbly to peace and security in the region on a basis of
Justice and eguality. Such problems should never be addressed with double

stardards, as is the case now.
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The international community must realisze that the presence of half a million
soliders in the region means nothing but the desire to wage war and leads to
nothing but the undermining of Irag's and the whole region's security. Morsover,
there is the deliberate effort to deprive the Iragi people of food and medicines,
in violation of all humanitariar norms and values and in contravention of
international covenants.

Irag, as everyone knows, has put forward many peace initiatives, foremost
among which was the initiative by our President on 12 August 1990 wizh a view to
resolving justiy all the problems of the region that have been kept in abeyance for
years, and the initiative designed to make the whole region a nuclear-weapon-free
zZone.

Mg. AL MULLA (Kuwait): The representative of Irag raised two points. EHeo
chose to single out the representaﬁive of Vanuatu - but although my delegation alss
mentioned the aggression against and the occupation and annexation of Kuwait - and
said that that subject has no relationship whatsoever tc the subject-matter under
consideration. I should like to address this first point.

The Iraqi aggression against Kuwait on 2 August and Iraq's occupation and
annexation of a Member State of the United Nations is an action unprecedented in
contemporary histéry. Iraq's aggression aand its continued repressive practices run
counter to the spirit and letter of everything for which this Organigation stands,
among which is the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples.

The delegation of Irag chose to vote for the resolutior on the thirtieth
anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples, which we have just adopted. Its actions, on the other hand,
are 2 stain on this resolution. Its actions against human beings, civiliarns, run

counter to the resolution adopted this afterncon. There is the linkage.
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(Ms. Al Mulla, Kuwait)

On the other point addressed by the representative of the Iragi régime, which
is ocutside the contexzt of the subject we are discussing here - that is, the
eradication of colonialism by the year 2000 - he speaks of the settlement of
conflicts by peaceful means. That is what we are trying to ensure, through the
adoption of resolutions that assist Non-Self-Governing Territories in their
development towards that goal.

He speaks of initiatives that came after the aggression carried out in the
early dawn of 2 August. These are the peaceiul ways of the Iraqi régime. The
peaceful way of that régime is to use human beings as shields around its
installations. That is the humanity, the psaceful means, of the Iragi régime.

The humanity and the peaceful nature of the Iraqi régime are seen in its
preventing the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) from getting into
Kuwait to distribute medicine and preventing nationals of third countries from
peacefully leaving Irag and Kuwait. The humanity and peaceful means used by the
Iragi régime consist in trickling out the hostages distributed all over Kuwait and
Irag as if they were gifts that Irag can present to their nations of origin. That
is the peaceful solutiom that Iraq envisages.

Mr. VAN LIEROP (Vanuatu): It is & very sad and unfortunate truth that
history often has a way of repeating itself, Thus very early in the decolonization
process those that would have continued to assert ownership of other countries and
peoples mada two crucial mistakes. The first was to think that the population of
an occupied Territory would for ever acquiesce in its occupation. The second, and
perhaps the rost fatal, was to think that they could come to international forums
and attempt publicly to defend the indefensible and distort and misreprasent

history.
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In our statement this afternoon we did allude to the invasion, occupation and
attempted annexation of Kuwait as bearing a striking resemblance to earlier forms
of colonialism. We repeat that statement now, because we firmly believe that in
our hearts, and there is ample evidence that the overwhelming majority of the
countries and peoples of the worid believe likewise.

The representative of Iraq, a frierdly country, a country with which we have
never before had a quarrel, said that we do not understand the situation in Kuwait
and that our statement had nothing to do with the subject of colonizlism. It is
one thing to be blind to injustice; it is another thing to be silent in the face of
injustice that is very plain and visible for all to see. If we do not understand
the situation in Kuwait, I am afraid that we share that lack of knowledge ' 1d
understanding with just about svery other member of the iaternational community
and, again, with the overwhelming majority of the people who inhabit this planst.

We would merely reitsrate our view that selective morality :: nw morality at
all, that principles selectively applicd are no principles at ali, a»d that this is
as true on the subject of colonialism as it is on any other subject. It is our
belief that the people of Kuwait are just as entitled to determime who they are and
what they wish to be as are any other pecple. Theresfore, it is our belisf that,
just as with the decclonisation process in every other country, Kuwait is an
independent country, and therefore the case for Kuwait is aven strongsr. We would
suggest that the pecple of Kuwait be allowed to decide for themselves who they are
and what they wish to be.

Ibhe PRESIDENT: I have to inform the Assembly that, by letters dated
12 and 15 November addressed to the Prasident of the General Azsambly and contained
in documents A/45/723 and A/45/724, the Permanent Representative of Papuz New

Guinea has requested that Papua New Guinea be admitted to membership of the Special
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Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

In this connection, the President of the General Assembly is carrying cut
consultations with the Chairmen of regional groups. The President intends to
resume consideration of agenda item 18 once these consultations regarding the
appointment of a member to the Special Committee of 24 are complated.

We have concluded this stage of our comsideration of agenda item 18.

he m ing ¢ 4 Be





