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INTRODUCfION

1

This report of the Economic and Social Council
which I have the honour to present to the General
Assembly covers the period 1 August 1958 to 31 July
1959.

During that period the Council held major debates
on both the world economic situation and the world
social situation and in those debates-as indeed in all
its discussions-its principal objective remained the
promotion of the economic and social development of
the under-developed countries.

In the economic sphere the Council concentrated its
attention on some of the implications of the recent
recession and subsequent recovery in industrial coun
tries. and on the impact of instability and long-term
trends in commoditv markets on the economies of under
developed countrie~.

The Council noted with satisfaction the extent and
speed of the recovery from the recession-despite earlier
widespread fears that it might develop into a major
and protracted set-back. It also noted, however, the
statements made in the ~Vorld Economic Swn'ev, 1958
to the effect that the possibility of future fluctuations
assuming a graver form could not be excluded and that
the long-term threat of. inflation, which influenced
recent anti-recession policy. might also come to have
an important bearing on long-term growth.

The recent recession shmved very clearly the de
pendence of under-developed countries on the course of
output and demand in industrial countries. Despite its
brevity, the recession entailed a substantial loss of ex
ternal purchasing power and income for exporters of
primary products. Moreover, the recovery in commodity
markets appears to have lagged behind that of output
in industrial countries. The Council agreed that the
reduction of instability in world commodity trade \"'as
an important goal of international economic policy, but
that long-term growth in industrial countries was no
less important to the economic advancement of the less
developed areas of the world. Continued economic ex
pansion in industrial countries is all the more important
to under-developed countries as import demand for
primary products has tended in the long run to grow
less rapidly than output in industrial countries. while
the import demand of under-developed countries, stimu
lated by developmental activities, has tended to expand
faster than their domestic output.

Economic aid and private capital from industrial
countries have helped to cover the deficit in the external
transactions of under-developed countries. At the same
time, it was suggested ir:. the Council that industrial
countries could contllbute towards a reduction of that
im?alance by moderating rates of taxation on imported
pnmary products. Under-developed countries, for their
part. could contribute towards the solution of the prob
lem both by applying appropriate policies to ensure
internal stability and by maintaining. with the help of
foreign economic aid and capital, a vigorous drive for
economic expansion and the diversification of their
eco;lOmies.

xi:

The Col.t:lcil's concern with the problem of primary
commodities was again evident during its debates on
the economic development of under-developed coun
tries, as was its consciousness of the need for accelerat
ing economic growth. The Council devoted much at
tention to the intensification and syster..tatization of
the efforts of the United Nations to promote rapid
industrialization and to relate it more closely to the
technical assistance activities of the United Nations in
that field. On the basis of comprehensive documentation,
the Council reviewed the means which have been sug
gested for promoting economic development and the
programmes and plans by which Governments are
assisting such development. It urged Governments to
proceed as fully and as rapidly as possible with prac
tical plans for further assistance; and it entrusted the
Secretary-General with the task of ensuring that needs
should be properly asses5ed and that knowledge and
experience acquired in rendering technical assistance
should be f,roperly assembled, analysed. di~seminated

and exchanged.

Aware of the great need for supplementing the
domestic capital formation of the countries which are
striving to increase their national income and raise
their levels of living, the Council stressed the urgent
need of further progress in the provision of intenm
tional aid as well as in the volume and distribution of
international private investment.

The Council's debate on the first progress report on
the operations of the United Nations Special Fund
showed clearly the great confidence which the members
of the Council place in the future of this new United
Nations venture. The Council was gratified to note that
the Special Fund had confined its operations to im
portant projects which were likely to show immediate
results. It is to be hoped that Governments will now
make every effort to help the Special Fund reach the
financial target set by the General Assembly.

This year was marked by an important milestone in
the progress of the Council's work for the economically
less developed countries of the world: the tenth anniver
sary of the adoption of resolution 222 (IX). which
brought into being the Expanded Programme of Tech
nical Assistance. This was one of the most constructive
actions ever taken by the Council, and it is one of
which it m'ly be justly proud. Since operations began,
over 140 countries and territories have benefited from
the Programme, and they have been served not only
by tlle 8,000 men and women who have gone out as
experts, but also by the 14,000 fellowship holders who
have returned home after training abroad. The organi
zation and administration of the Programme have im
proved steadily over the years, despite the complex
problems of inter-agency co-ordination, currency man
agement, and uncertain finance with which those respon
sible have had to grapple.

A year ago the General Assembly accepted the
Council's recommendation that the Secretarv-General
be authorized on an experimental basis and 01{ a limited
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scale to accept requests from Governments which wished
to obtain the temporary assistance of externally recruited
experts to perform duties of an operational, executive
or administrative character. The Secretary-General has
infornled the Council that a large numher of reauests
for such aid have been received and, on his proposal,
the Council has recommended to the Assembly that the
authoritv be given to continue the experiment for a
further )·ear und that he be asked to provide a report
analysing the results in detail at the Council's thirtieth
session.

The activities of the regional economic commissions
have, as usual. held an important place in the Council's
deliberations. and it is gratifying to note the unanimity
with which the Council has come to regard the system
of regional commissions as a most vital and dynamic
part of the LTnited Nations machinery for practical
action in the economic field. including action with regard
to the social aspects of economic development. As dem
onstrated in the regional technical assistance projects,
the activities of the three commissions established a
decade ago are closely interwoven with technical as
sistance operations, with highly effective and valuable
results. The Economic Commission for Africa held its
first session in January last and has already embarked
on a number of important projects.

In the social sphere the Council this year reviewed
the work of both its Population and Social Commissions.
There was a general awareness of the effect that the
rise in population throughout the world will have on
economic and social development; of its implications
for the less developed countries; of the problems created
by the rapid increase in urban population in most COUll

tries throughout the world; and of the need for balanced
development of rural and urban programmes.

The second International Survey of Programmes of
Social De'l.'elopment, which the Council considered in
some detail, included material on international as well
as national measures taken to improve social conditions.
The Survey indicated that the period under review
1953-1957-had been one of consolidation of previous
social achievements and of relatively slow expansion.
Members of the Council stressed the interdependence
of social and economic progress and sought new means
of removing obstacles to social development. The role
of Governments and of voluntary organizations in find
ing solutions to social problems received attention in
the debates and in the resolutions which the Council
adopted.

The Council approved recommendations made by the
Social Commission with regard to a long-range pro
gramme of concerted international action in the field
of housing, stressing the need for intensifying United
Nations action to meet the housing needs of the world's
population. It also approved the C..:mmission's recom
mendations regarding the development of national social
service progr2.mmes and the future United Nations
programme in the field of the prevention of crime and
the treatment of offenders; the suppression of the traffic
in persons and the exploitation of the prostitution of
others; and the programme of work of the United
Nations in the social field for the next two years.
Finally, the Council concurred in the Commission's
request to ask the General Assembly to give favourable
considliration to an increase in funds for technical as
sistance to under-developed countries in the social field.

In addition, the Council requested the World Health
Organization to give continuing attention to the prob-

xii

lem of supplying drugs and preventive medical prepara
tions at a cost within the reach of low-income group..;;
and, in keeping with the tenor of its debates, it asked
Governments alld the Secretary-General to give in
creased consideration to the ~:('i:';al implications of
eronomic planning and development.

In considering the report of the C'nited Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees. the Council welcomed
the action taken by the General Assembly in instituting
a \Vorld Refugee Year and noted with interest the
encouraging results already achieved. \Vhile it cannot
be expected that the \\'(lrld Refugee Year will solve
all refugee problems, it may well haye a decisive effect
on certain well-defined and long-standing ones. The
Council learned from the High Commissioner that fifty
four countries had so far announced their participation
in the Year. It is to be hoped that the national campaigns
now being organized will result in a greater awareness
of the tragic problems of the refugee.

The Council again redewed the useful work of the
Commission on Narcotic Drugs. In recommending the
General Assembly to establish a programme of tech
nical assistance in narcotics control to be borne on
the regular budget of the United Nations, it has. I
think. made a valuable suggestion for strengthening
and supplementing the well-established treaty system of
international narcotics control.

In so far as the Council's activities in the matter
of human rights are concerned, the past few years have
witnessed a change of emphasis. Whereas at an earlier
stage the Council was primarily concerned with the
enactment of international legislation, it is now at
tempting to develop an operational programme. This is
not an easy thing to do in an area as politically delicate
as human rights. Some progress has, however, been
made. On the initiative of the Commission on Human
Rights and with the co-operation of the General As
semhly, the Council has organized a new programme
of advisory services in the field of human rights, estab
lished a system for receiving triennial reports from
Governments on developments in the matter of human
rights, and organized a series of studies of specific rights
or groups of rights.

Renewed interest in freedom of information led the
Commission on Human Rights, at the request of the
General Assembly and with the Council's approval,
to undertake to review developments affecting that sub
ject-including the provision of technical assistance to
underdeveloped countries in the field of information
as a regular item on its agenda. To facilitate that review
the Secretary-General has been requested to provide
an ap-nual report on developments affecting freedom
of information. He has also been requested to prepare
a substantive report for submission to the Council in
1961 on developments in regard to freedom of infor
mation since 1954. In the same field, the Council has
decided to seek the views of Member States on the
desirability of the adoption by the United Nations of a
Declaration on Freedom of Information, and their com
ments on a proposed text.

In addition, the Council has forwarded to the Gen
eral Assembly the draft Declaration of the Rights of the
Child, completed this year by the Commission on Human
Rights.

The Commission on the Status of Women is nearing
the completion of two major projects, on the political
rights of women and the nationality of married women,

,
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and is briving increasing emphasis to the economic rights
of women and the status of women in private law.

The Council's annual review of the development and
ro-ordination of the activities of the United Nations
and the specialized agencies in the economic, social and
human rights fields again benefited from the personal
participation of the Secretary-General and the heads
of many of the specialized agencies and IAEA. The
Council noted with approval the efforts to achie'lie a
greater concentration of United Nations activities in
those fields and reviewed, in a preliminary manner, the
Secretary-General's appraisal of United Nations pro
grammes for the next five years. Next year the Council
will have before it a consolidated report of the scope,
trend and cost of the economic and social programmes
of the United Nations and the principal specialized
agencies. This will provide an opportunity for the
Council to review for the first time, not only the co
ordination and concentration of existing work but the
way in which the resources, efforts and prdgrammes
of the international community might be directed and
developed in future years to achieve a more effective
combined response to the pressing and basic human
needs of our time. The Council will no doubt also wel
come this as an opportunity to reappraise and develop
its own functions-possibly in the direction suggested
by a number of speakers in its recent debates, that is,
away from housekeeping functions and more fully
towards the policy role for which, under the Charter
it was established. '

In this brief review of the work of the Council durinO'
the year, mention should also be made of the interest
taken by non-governmental organizations in the Coun
cil's activities and of the contribution which many of
them have made to its debates.

The subjects to which ~ have briefly referred above,
a?d. the many other questions dealt with by the Coun
cd 111 the course of the year, are described in greater
detail in the report which follows.

II

The report has, in general, the same form and char
acter :,.s previous reports of the Council to the General
Assembly.1 It consists of the present volume and the
printed volumes of the resolutions of the resumed
twenty-sixth session, the twenty-seventh session, and

1 See E/L.835 and E/SR.1089.

xiii

the twenty-eighth session.:: It contains references to the
summary records of the Council and its committees,
which arf' distributed to aU Members of the United
!\ations. The annex appearing at the end of each chapter
lists the relevant oral and written statements of non
governmental organizations.

The present volume comprises ten chapters, each of
which is designed to be referred, should the General
Committee of the General Assembly so recommend,
to one of the Main Committees of the General Assembly,
or to any joint meeting that the General Assembly
may decide upon. Chapters II, Ill, IV and V are con
cerned with matters within the competence of the
Second Committee. chapters VI and VII with matters
within the competence of the Third Committee, and
chapter X with matters within the competence of the
Fifth Committee, while chapters I, VIII and IX could
appropriately be taken up by the General Assembly in
plenary session.

A number of questions included in this report are
also separate items on the provisional agenda of the
General Assemblv. These items are indicated in foot
notes. Other matters referred to the attention of, or
requiring action by, the General Assembly are indicated
in the text and in footnotes.

The agenda of the Council's sessions and information
regarding the membership and dates of meetings of
the Council and its subsidiary organs are included as
appendices to the report.

I should like to take this opportunity of recording
my appreciation of the help which I have received,
during my term of office as President of the Council,
from the Vice-Presidents and the other Chairmen of
Committees. By allowing me to draw so freely on their
ability and experience, they have made my task an
enjoyable as well as a rewarding one. My sincere thanks
are also due to all the members of the Council for the
co-operative spirit which they have shown to me, and
to the Secretariat for its assistance to me and to my
fellow officers during the year and in the preparation
of the report which follows.

(Signed) Daniel Coslo VILLEGAS

President,
Economic and Social Council

2 Official Records of the E.c01~omic and Social Council, Re
sumed Twenty-sixth Session, Supplement NO'. lA; Twenty
sevlmth Sessio,~, Supplement No. 1; Twenty-eighth Session,
Supplement No. 1.



Chapter I

CONSTITUTIONAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL QUESTIONS

(ii) Social Committee. A sessional committee of
the whole.
Chairman during the i:wenty-seventh session

of the Council: Mr. Zahiruddin Ahmed
(Pakistan). Second Vice-President of the
Council.

Chairman during the twenty-eighth session
of the Council: Mr. G. A. Faruqui
(Pakistan) , Second Vice-President of
the Council.

(iii) Co-ordinatiOl~ Committee. A sessional com
mittee of the whole.
Chairman: Mr. C. W. A. Schurmann

( NetherIMds ).

(iv) Technical Assistance Committee. Established
by Council resolution 222 (IX) as a stand
ing committee of the whole. Membership
increased to twenty-four by Council reso
lution 647 (XXIII).
Chairman for 1958: :\IIr. Hassan Mohamed

Hassan (Sudan).
Acting Chairman: Mr. Eurico Penteado

(Brazil).
Chairman for 1959: Mr. Ernst Michanek

(Sweden).

(y) Administrath'e Revieu' Gmup of the Tech
nical Assistance Committee. Established by
TAC in its resolution of 27 July 19565 and
composed of eight members of TAC. Con
tinued for a ft!rther year by TAC in its
resolution of 22 July 19576 and again for
a year in its resolution of 25 July 1958.7

Membership increased to nine by T AC at
its 157th meeting.
Chairman for 1958: Mr. Hassan Mohamed

Hassan (Sudan).
Acting Chairman: Mr. Eurico Penteado

(Brazil).

(vi) Council Committee on Non-Govemmental
Organi:::ati01ls. A standing committee com
posed of seven members of the Council
elected each year under rule 82 of the rules
of procedure.
Chairman: Miss Jeanne D. Pelt (Nether

lands).

(vii) Interim Committee on Programme of Con
ferences. A standing committee established

4 E/SR,I067.
5 Official Recvrds of the ECll/umdc and Social Coun.cil,

Twenty-second Sessi01~, Anne:res, agenda item 9, document
E/2923, para. 65.

6 Ibid., TwC't~ty-toltrth Session, Amlexes, agenda item 9, docu
ment E/3041, para. 78.

7 Ibid., Twel~ty-sixth Sessi01~, AllIle.-res, agenda item 8, docu
ment E/3175, para. 91.

Section I. l'tlemhership, sessions and officers of
the Council

1. At its thirteenth session,} the General Assemhly
elected Afghanistan. Bulgaria, New Zealand, Spain, the
United States of America and Venezuela to replace the
six retiring members of the Economic and Social Coun
l'il: Brazil. Canada, Greece, Indonesia, United States
of America and Yugoslavia. The membership of the
Council was therefore as follows for the year 1959:
Afghanistan, Bulgaria, Chile, China. Costa Rica. Fin
land.* France, :Mexico.* KetherIands, New Zealand,
Pakistan,* Poland.* Spain, Sudan, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics,* United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland.* United States of America and
Venezuela.

2. The resumed twenty-sixth session of the Council
was held on 23 October and lO and 11 December
1958 in New York. Upon the invitation of the Mexican
Government and in pursuance of a decision taken by
the Council on 23 October 1958,2 the twenty-seventh
session was held at Mexico City from 7 to 24 April
1959. The twenty-eighth session was held at Geneva
from 30 June to 31 July 1959. Information regarding
the number of plenary and committee meetings held
during those sessions is contained in appendix II.

3. At the first meeting of its tv..·enty-seventh session,S
the Council elected ~fr. Daniel Cos10 VilIegas (Mexico)
President. and Mr. Jerzy Michalowski (Poland) and
Mr. Zahiruddin Ahmed (Pakistan) First and Second
Vice-Presidents respectively, for 1959. At the first meet
ing of the twenty-eighth session,4 the Council elected
Mr. G. A.. Faruqi (Pakistan) Second Vice-President,
to take the place of Mr. Zahiruddin Ahmed, who was
unahle to attend the session.

Section n. Subsidiary organs of the Council

A. COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL

4. The following eight committees established by the
Council are committees composed of government repre
sentatives which met during the period under review.
The list does not include Secretariat committees and
hodies, the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination
and its subsidiary bodies, the Technical Assistance
Board and committees of experts. The members and
dates of meetings of the committees listed in this section
are shown in appendix n.

(i) Economic Committee. A sessional committee
of the whole.
Chairman: Mr. Jerzy Michalowski ( Po

land), First Vice-President of the
Council.

*Members retiring on 31 December 1959.
10fficial Records of the General Assembl", Thirteenth

Session, Plenary Meetings, 775th meeting.
2 E/SR,I045.
S E/SR,l048.
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by Council resolution 101 (V)8 and com
posed of five members of the Council.
Chairman: Mr. Paul Buxton (United King-

dom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland).

(viii) Executive Committee of the Programme of
the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees. Established by Council reso
lutirm 672 (XXV) to take the place of the
United Nations Refugee Fund (UNREF)
Executive Committee, as of 1 January 1959.9
Membership increased by Council resolution
682 (XXVI) from twenty-four to twenty
five States.
Chairman fOl 1959: Mr. M. Wershof

(Canada).

B. FUNCTIONAL COMMISSIONS AND SUB-COMMISSION

5. The Council has seven functional commissions and
one sub-commission as follows:

(i) Statistical Commission ;**
(ii) Population Commission ;**
(Hi) Social Commission :**
(iv) Commission on Human Rights; Sub-Commis

sion on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities;

(v) Commission on the Status of Women;

(vi) Commission on Narcotic Drugs;

(vii) Commission on International Commodity
Trade.

6. In accordance with Council resolution 693 B
(XXVI) , the Transport and Communications Com
mission submitted to the Council, at its twenty-eighth
session, a final report on its work. In resolution 724 A
(XXVIII), the Council decided to terminate the Com
mission and, as appropriate, to transfer its residual func
tions to the Council and to its regional economic
commissions. to

7. Five of the functional commissions (Statistical,
Population, Social, Human Rights and Status of Women)
are composed of representatives of States Members of
the United Nations elected by the Council. With a view
to securing a balanced representation in the various
fields covered by the commissions, the Secretary
General consults with the Governments so elected be
fore the representatives are finally nominated by those
Governments and confirmed by the Council.ll The Com
mission on Narcotic Drugsl2 and the Commission on
International Commodity Trade13 are composed of

8 The terms of reference of the Committee were modified by
Council resolution 174 (VII).

9 The UNREF Executive Committee held its last session
(ninth (special» in September 1958 under the chairmanship
of Dame May Curwen (United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland).

** Commissions which meet once every two years. The Sta-
tistical Commission did not meet during the period under review.

10 See Chapter V, secton Il.
11 S'ee Council resolutions 2/12 and 3 (Ill).
12 See Council resolution 1/9.
13 As regards the Commission on International Commodity

Trade, the Council recommended in its resolution 557 F
(XVIII) that "the States members of the Commission should
appoint representatives who are qualified experts, familiar with
the technical and practical problems of international com
modity trade".

2

representatives appointed directly by the Governments
of States Members of the United Nations elected by
the Council.

8. The term of office of members of the commissions
meeting biennially is four years;14 that of members of
the commissions meeting annually is three years, except
in the case of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, ten
of whose members were elected for an indefinite term,
the remaining five being elected fot terms of three
years.1li

9. At its twentv-seventh session,10 the Council held
elections for one-third of the membership of all the func
tional commissions, in accordance with the arrange
ments for renewal of membership on a system of
rotation.

10. At the resumed twenty-sixth session and at the
twenty-seventh session, the Council confirmed members
of functional commissions nominated by their Gov
ernments.1'l'

11. The membership and dates of meetings of the
functional commissions and of the sub-commission are
listed in appendix II of this report. The distribution
of membership in the Council and its functional com
missions is given in appendix Ill.

C. REGIONAL ECONOMIC COMMISSIONS

12. The Economic Ccmmission for Europe is com
posed of the European Members of the United Nations,
the United States of America and the Federal Republic
of Germany. Switzerland participates in a consultative
capacity in the work of the Commission.

13. The Economic Commission for Asia and the
Far East is composed of the Members of the United
Nations within the geogrfJphical scope of the Com
mission as defined in its terms of reference, and Aus
tralia, France, Korea (Republic of), the Netherlands,
New Zealand, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, the United States of America and Viet-Nam
(Republic of). Hong Kong, and Singapore and British
Borneo are associate members.

14. The Economic Commission for Latin America
is composed of the Latin American Members of the
United Nations, and France, the Netherlands, the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and
the United States of America.

15. The Economic Commission for Africa is com
posed of countries within its geographical scope and
Belgium, France, Italy, Portugal, Spain and the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. The
associate members are the Federation of Nigeria;
Gambia; Kenya and Zanzibar; Sierra Leone; Somalia
(the Trust Territory of Somaliland under Italian Ad
ministration); the Somaliland Protectorate; Tangan
yika; and Ugallda.

16. The members and dates of meetings of ECE,
ECAFE, ECLA and ECA are listed in appendix U.

14 See Council resolution 591 (XX).
15 See Council resolution 199 (VIII).
16 E/SR.l065.
11 For the names of the members confirmed, see Official

Records of the Economic and Social Council, Resumed Twenty
sixth Session, Sttpplement No. lA, p. 2; and ibid., Twenty
seventh Session, StWPlement No. 1, p. 13.

I
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Section Ill. Special Fnnd

17. In pursuance of General Assembly resolution
1240 (XIII), the Council, at its resumed twenty-sixth
session,1>; elected the eighteen members of the Govern
ing Council of the Special Fund and decided on their
terms of office by drawing lots.

18. The members and dates of meetings of the Gov
erning Council are listed in appendix II.

Section IV. United Nations Children's Fund

19. In accordance with General Assembly resolution
1038 (X!), the Executive Board of UNICEF is com
posed of thirty States Members of the United Nations
or members of the specialized agencies.

20. At the twenty-seventh session,10 the Council
elected ten members of the Board to hold office for a
period of three years, and two members for a period
of two years, beginning on 1 January 1960.

21. At its 214th meeting. on 12 December 1958,
the Executive Board elected Mr. John E. Ryan (Aus
tralia) Chairman of the Board for 1959, and established
for 1959 a Programme Committee composed of fifteen
members and a Committee on Administrative Budget
composed of ten members.

22. The members and dates of meetings of the
Executive Board are listed in appendix H.

Section V. Permanent Central Opium Board
and Drug Supervisory Body

23. Under the provislons of the International Opium
Convention of 19 February 1925, as amended by the
Protocol of 11 December 1946, the Permanent Central
Opium Board consists of eight members appointed in
their individual capacity by the Economic and Social
Council for a term of five years.

24. On 1 June 1959, the Board re-elected Sir Harry
Greenfield President and Mr. Paul Reuter Vice
President, to hold office until the eve of the first meeting
of the Board in 1960.

25. The Drug Supervisory Body, set up by the Con
vention of 13 July 1931 for Limiting the Manufacture
and Regulating the Distribution of Narcotic Drugs,
is composed of four members, two of whom are ap
pointed by \\THO, one by the Commission on Narcotics
Drugs and one by the PCOB.

26. On 8 June 1958, the Drug Supervisory Body
elected Mr. Charles Vaille President and Professor
G. Joachimoglu Vice-President for 1959, to hold office
until the eve of its first meeting in 1960.

Section VI. Question of the representation of
China on the Council and its subsidiary organs

27. At the twenty-seventh session of the Council,
statements were made concerning the representation of
China on the Counci1.2f) The representative of the USSR
expressed regret that the People's Republic of China
was still not represented and that the seat to which it
was lawfully entitled was occupied by the representative
of the Kuomintang group. He was supported by the
representative of Bulgaria. The representative of China
opposed that view and stated Hmt his Government was
the only legitimate Government of China and the only

18 EjSR,1045.
10 EjSR.l065.
20 EjSR,l048.
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one qualified to represent the Chinese people at inter
national conferences. This view was supported by the
representative of the United States of Amel ica. The
President received communications on the subje,·t from
the delegations of the USSR (E/L.820) and China
(E/L.822 and 833).

28. At the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth ses
sions the First Vice-President of the Council raised
the question of the representation of China in connexion
with the examination of the credentials of representa
tives (see E/3241 and E/3297).

29. At the twenty-eighth session, the President re
ceived a communication on the subject from the Chinese
deleg;Jtion (E/L.842).

30. Discussions regarding the representation of
China also took place in the Commission on Human
Rights,21 the Commission on the Status of Women,~2

and the Commission on Narcotic Drugs.23

Section VII. Programme of conferences for 1960

31. At its twenty-eighth session, the Council con
sidered2~ a report by the Secret .ry-General (E/3300)
on his consultation with the Interim Committee on
Programme of Conferences regarding the calendar of
conferences for 1960. The Council approved the calen
dar appended to the Secretary-General's report.25

Section VIII. Implementation of recommenda.
tions on economic and social matters

32. This section of the report, which is included in
accordance with Council resolution 450 (XIV), con
tains a record of replies received from Governments
on the implementation of recommendations of the Gen
eral Assembly and the Council on economic and social
matters. It does not contain information on the sub
stance of the replies but refers rather to the various
sections of the report and to other documents which
provide such information. It does not include an ac
count of the information received from Governments,
under the normal procedures, for use in the regular
publications of the United Nations Statistical Office.

33. The questionnaire on economic trends, prob
lems and policies ,vas transmitted to Governments in
November 1958 in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 520 B (VI) and Council resolutions 221 E
(IX), 290 (X!), 371 B (XIII) and 654 C (XXIV).
Part H of the World Economic Survey, 1959 is based
in part upon replies to this questionnaire.26

34. Under General Assembly resolution 824 (IX)
amended by resolution 1035 (XI), the Secretary
General inquired from Governments about the measures
affecting the international flow of private capital which
they had taken or which had come under consideration
by them. Annex IH of the report entitled International
Flow of Private Capital, 1956-1958 is based in part
upon replies to this inquiry.27

210fficial Records of the Econ01nic and Social Coutu:il,
Twenty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 8, para. 6.

22 Ibid., Sttpplement No. 7, para. 10.
23 Ibid., Supplement No. 9, paras. 5-6.
24 EjSR.l089.
25 For the calendar of conferences aI>proved by the Council,

see Officia.! Records of the Econo;/lic and Social Coutu:il,
Twenty-eighth Sessi01t, Supplement No. 1, "Other decisions
taken by the Council".

26 See chapter n, section 1.
27 See chapter Ill, section Ill.
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35. In resolution 1316 (XIII), the General As
semhly requested Governments of developed countries
to submit infonllation on the measures the\' had taken
or contemplated taking to assist the econOlllic develop
ment of under-devdoped countries. and Governments
of less developed countries to submit information on the
measures they had taken in order to advance their
economic and social progress. The replies received by
the Secretary-General were presented to the Council
in document E/3258 and Corr.1. They were taken into
account in the preparation of the Secretary-Genera!'s
report on international action to accelerate growth in
less developed countries (E/3259),2R submitted to the
Council under General Assembly resolution 1323
(XIII).

36. Under General Assembly resolution 1321 (XIII)
Governments were asked for their views on the com
pendium of extracts from resolutions of the General As
sembly and the Economic and Social Council involving
principles of international economic co-operation, prepared
by the Secretary-General under General Assembly reso
lution 1157 (XII). Their replies were issued as addenda
to the compendium (E/3202).

37. Since the adoption of Council resolutions 226 D
(IX) and 378 B II (XIII) and General Assembly
resolution 824 (IX), the Secretary-General has, from
time to time, sent circular letters and special inquiries
to Governments, requesting the texts, and information
on the current status, of international ta.x: agreements.
The Secretary-General has been informed that the Gov
ernments of the following countries have, :"ince 1 June
1958, concluded tax agreements on behalf of ':heir coun
tries or of territories for whose international relations
they are responsible: Canada, Denmark. Finland,
France, Federal RepUblic of Germany, India, Italy,
Japan, Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, Sweden, Switz
erland, United Arab Republic and United States of
America. The relevant texts and information thus col
lected are published in the series International Tax
Agreements.

38. With regard to Council resolution 518 C
(XVII), on the situation with respect to ratification of
the 1948 Convention on the Inter-Governmental Mari
time Consultative Organization (IMCO), and follow
ing the entry of the Convention into force on 17 March
1958, the Council requested the Secretary-General, in
resolution 687 (XXVI), to make arrangements to
transfer certain maritime functions to the new organi
zation. These were transfered after the Assembly of
IMCO at its first session. in January 1959. had au
thorized their acceptance. There are at present thirty
three States members of IMCO.

39. In connexion with Council resolution 645 C
(XXIII), on the ratification of the 1949 Convention
on Road Traffic, there are now forty contracting parties
to the Convention.

40. \Vith regard to Council resolution 645 D
(XXIII) , there are now twenty-nine parties to the
Customs Convention on the Temporary Importation
of Private Road Vehicles, thirty-one parties to the
Convention concerning Customs Formalities for Tour
ing, and twenty-six parties to the Additional Protocol
to the latter Convention, relating to the Importation of
Tourist Publicity Documents and Materials.

28 Official Records of the ECOlw-mic ,mid Social C01tncil,
Twenty-eighth Sessi6'1I, Annexes, agenda item 5.
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41. In resolution It(l3 B (XXIV) the Council in
vited l\lemh~r States to furnish their observations on
the Report on a Lo-ordittafed Polir." rega.rding Family
LC'l'els of Li'Zting (ST/SOA/34 ) ,:''11 prepared by a work
ing group of experts in pursuance of Council resolution
585 F (XX). Replies were received from thirty-three
Governments. An analysis of the replies is given in
document E/CN.5/336.

42. Between January 195H and April 1959 replies
were received from fifty-seven Governments and six
teen non-governmental organizations to a questionnaire
circulated in accordance with Council resolution 663 E
(XXIV). The data contained in the replies received by
the end of December 1958 were used in the preparation
of the second Interna.tional Sun/ey of Programmes of
Social Dt.'1!elopment (E/CN.5/332-ST/SOA/39).311

43. The views of twenty-three Governments on the
report of the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee of Experts
on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders, transmitted to the Secretary-General in ac
cordance with Council resolution 663 F (XXIV), are
presented in documents E/CN.5/340 and Add.1-5.

44. In connexion with General Assembly resolution
317 (IV), three States have ratified or acceded to the
Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Per
sons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of
Others during the period under review, bringing the
number of ratifications or accessions to twenty-five.

45. In regard to Council resolution 390 A (XIII),
replies from Governments to a questionnaire have been
used in the preparation of a report by the Secretary
General on "The Suppression of the Traffic in Persons
and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others"
(EjCN.5/338). They have also served as a basis for
a note published as No. 13 in the series International
Revirol of Criminal Policy (ST/SOA/SER.M/13).31

46. As regards the control of narcotic drugs,32 docu
ments E/CN.7/356, chapter I, and E/CN.7/356/Add.l,
chapter I and annex, paragraphs 2 to 5 and 87 to 129,
contain information regarding action taken by Govern
ments in accordance with General Assembly resolution
211 A (Ill) and Council resolutions 159 I (VII),
436 G (XIV), 548 H I (XVIII) and 588 D I (XX),
relating to the Protocol of 19 November 1948; and
Council resolutions 505 G (XVI) and 626 C IT
(XXII), relating to the 1953 Protocol.

47. Information received from Governments under
Council resolutions 159 IT H (VII) and 505 B (XVI),
on the abolition of opium smoking. is summarized in
documents E/NR.1957/SUMMARY and Add.1.33

48. Information regarding action taken by Govern
ments pursuant to Council resolutions 159 II C (VII),
436 F (XIV) and 548 D (XVIII), concerning scientific
research on opium, is contained in documents E/
CN.7/356 and Add.l, chapter VI. and E/CN.7/357
and Add.1.

49. Document E/NM.1958/3 contains information
provided by Governments under Council resolution
436 D (XIV), regarding illicit trafficking in narcotics
by the crews of merchant ships and civil aircraft.

29 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 1957.IV.7.
30 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 59.IV.2.
31 United Nations puhlication, Sales No.: 58.IV.4.
32 See chapter VI. section V.
33 United Nation publication. Sales ~o,: 59.XL1 and Add.L
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50. Information on measnres taken by GO\'ernment~j

pursuant to Council resolutions 5R8 B (X X). 626 C I i I
(XXII) and 689 E (XXVI). relating to the interna
tional control of narcotics and implementation of the
treaties, is contained in documents E/CN.i/356. chapter
Ill, and E/CN.7/356/Add. I. chapter III and annex,
paragraphs 109 to 117.

51. Information regarding action taken by Govern
ments to implement Council resolution 548 E (XVIII)
relating to the problem of the coca leaf is given in docu
ments E/CN.7/356, chapter VIII, and E/CN.7/370.

52. Information regarding action taken by Govern
ments pursuant to Council resolution 548 G (XVIII).
relating to the problem of diacetylmorphine, is contained
in document E/CN.7/366.

53. Information regarding action taken by Gov
ernments pursuant to Council resolution 548 H II
(XVIII), relating fJ the drug ketobemidone, is con
tained in documents E/CN.7/356, chapter IX, E/
CN.7/356/Add.l, annex. paragraphs 4 and 5, and
E/CN.7/366.

54. Information on requests for technical assistance
for narcotics control made by Governments in accor~

ance with Council resolutions 626 D and E (XXlI) IS
contained in document E/CN.7/364.

55. Information regarding action taken by Govern
ments on Council resolution 689 C (XXVI), in which
they were urged to keep a close watch over publicity
for new narcotic drugs, is contained in document E/
CN.7/356/Add.1. annex, paragraphs 87 to 95.

56. Information regarding acfLon taken by Govern
ments on Council resolution 689 D (XXVI), in which
they were urged to place the drug normethadone under
national control, is contained in document E/CN.7/
356/Add.l, annex, paragraphs 96 to 108.

57. Information regarding action taken by Govern
ments on the recommendation in Council resolution
689 F (XXVI) that they take measures to control
narcotic drugs carried in the first-aid kits of aircraft
engaged in international flight, is contained in docu
ment E/CN.7/356/Add.!. annex, paragraphs 118
to 129.

58. Information regarding the comments by Gov
ernments on the draft single convention on narcotic
drugs transmitted to them by the Secretary-General i.n
accordance with Council resolution 689 J (XXVI) IS
contained in documents E/CN.7/356, chapter V, and
E/CN.7/356/Add.1, chapter V.

59. In the field of human rights,34 additional States
became parties to conventions concluded under the aus
pices of the General Assembly or the Council as indi
cated below.

60. The General Assembly, in resolution 630 (VII),
urged Member States, as well as certain other States,
to become parties to the Convention on the International
Right of Correction. During the period under review
on~ additional State ratified the Convention. As of
1 June 1959, the Convention had been signed ?y n.ine
and ratified or acceded to by five States. RatIficatIon
or accession by six States is needed to bring it into for~e.

61. In resolution 928 (X) the Assembly expres~ed

the hope that Governments would take prompt actIOn
for the early ratification of, or accession to, the Con
vention relating to the Status or Stateless Persons.
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Twenty-two States have signed the Convention. Durinl{
the period under re\'iew, three additional accessions
were received. bringing the total co five. Six ratifications
or accessions are needed to hring the Convention into
force.

62. By resolution 795 (VIII) the Asset.nbly reit.er
ated its appeal to Statf's to accelerate theIr acceSSIOn
to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment
of the Crime of Genocide. Two addi+ional States ac
ceded, bringing to sixty the total number of ratifications
and accessions as of 1 June 1959.

63. In its resolution 794 (VIII) the General As
sembly urged the parties to the 1926 Slavery Con
vention to sign or accept the Protocol of 1953 trans
ferring to the United Nations functions formerly ex
ercised by the League of Nations and 1 i:.<:ommended
all other States to accede to the Conventio:,. as amended.
The number of parties to the 1926 Slavery Convention,
as amended by the Protocol of 1953, had increased to
forty-four as of 1 June 1959. Eight additional States
became parties to the 1956 Supplementary Conventio~

on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave-Trade and InstI
tutions and Practices Similar to Slavery, bringing the
total to twenty-eight as of 1 June 1959.

64. In connexion with General Assembly resolutions
640 (VII) and 793 (VIII), two additional States
becanle parties to the Convention on the Political Rights
of Women. As of 1 June 1959, the Convention had
been signed by forty-one States and ratified or acceded
to by thirty-one.

65. The Convention on the Nationality of Married
Women (General Assembly resolution 1040 (XI) ,
annex), which entered into force on 11 August 1958,
had been signed by twenty-five Member States and,
as of 1 June 1959, ratified or acceded to by fifteen.

66. With regard to Council resolution 652 D
(XXIV), as of 1 June 1959, the International Lab~ur

Convention, 1951 (No. 100) on Equal Remuneration
for Men and \Nomen Workers for Work or Equal
Value had been ratified by thirty-one countries.

67. Replies concerning the implemer.<ation of other
recommendations in the field of human rights were
received as indicated below.

68. As of 1 June 1959, twenty-five. State~ had
transmitted information on th.:: observance m theIr ter
ritory of the tenth anniversary of the Universal Decla
ration of Human Rights. in accordance with Council
resolutions 651 B (XXIV) and 683 F (XXVI).

69. Pursuant to General Assembly resolutiolls 1189
A (XII) and 1313 C (XIII), twenty further Meml!er
States submitted their views on the draft Conventlon
on Freedom of Infonnation,35 bringing to twenty-nine
the total number of States that have submitted com
ments (A/3868 and addenda).

70. Pursuant to Council resolution 643 (XXIII),
four further Governments transmitted data concerning
media of information in under-developed countrie.i,35
making a total of twelve (E/3205 and Add. 1) .

71. Pursuant to Council resolution 683 C (XXVI),
nine States members of the United Nations or of
the specialized agencies transmitted comments (E/
CN.4j771 and Add.l-5) on the report of the Com
mittee on Freedom of Information (E/CNAj762) of
the Commission on Human Rights.

.1 and Add.I-

I

34 See chapter VII.
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35 See Official Records of the General .··:.•scmbly, Thirteenth
SessiOl~, SftPPlellle1lt No. 3, para. 58.



72. Um!er Coundl re-solution 624 B (XX 11), States
members of the- linite-d Nations or of the specialized
ag-endt's were rt'l)ue-sted to submit periodic rt'ports on
human rig-hts cove-ring the years 1954-1956. Six addi
tj.;nal (;on'rllluents transmitted rt·ports. bringing the
total to forty-ont'. Summaries of the reports appear in
documt'nts i~/C~04/757 and Add.I-7.

73. The rl·llr!>oo.'.. 011 /llI/IIml Rights for 105/). com
piled under Council resolutions 303 H (X I) and tlt~3 n
( XXVI ). includes information concerning- develop
ments in seventy-four States. l:iftv-seven (;overnments
have contributea material to it. '

74. With regard to General Assemhly resolution 56
( I ). on political rights of women. three States g-ranted
such rights to women during the period under review.
(See also paragraph 6-1-.)

75. During the periocl under review. replies were re
ceived from Governments (E/C~.6/343 and addenda)
to the questionnaire on the occupational outlook for
women in the professions of law. architecture and en
gineering. prepared pursuant to Coun.::il resolution 652
E (XXIV): to the questionnaire on age of marriage.
free con..em and registration of marriages. prepared
pursuant to Council resolution 6..~ B (XXVI )3t1 and
to part 1, section C. part II and part I JI (dealing
respectively with women in public services and func
tions.36 property rights of women (E/CN.6/200/AddA)
and the statns of women in family law (E/CN.6/185/
Add.16» of the questionnaire on the legal status and

36 To be issued in 1960.

6

treatment of women. prepared pursulUlt to Council
resolution 2/11. Information was also received from
(;on·rnments. pursuant to the request contained in
COlllll'il resolution 652 H (X XIV). on tax legislation
applil'able to women and especially to married women
employed gainfully (E/CX .6/344 and addenda).

76. Pursuant to Council resolution 651 E (XXIV),
twenty-nine ~Iembel' Stntes replied to the request for
comments on a draft Dt'c1nration of the Rig-hts of the
Child (E/CNA/700 and Add.I-2).

77. Pursuant to Council resolution ~51 E (XX IV),
twentv-six (;overnments replied to the request for com
ment~ 01' the text of a draft Declaration on the R.ight of
:\sylulll (E/CNAj7~1 and :\dd.I-2).

7S, Cnder resolution 572 (X IX). the Council
convened a confer~nce to complete the drafting of, and
to sign. the Convention on the recovery abroad of
claims for maintenance. The Convention has been ~;gned
by twenty-six States. Five additional States have ad
hered. bringing to twelve the total number of ratifica
tions and accessiow. as of 1 June 1959.

79. Under resolution 369 (I V). the General As
sembly convened a conference to complete the drafting
of. and to sign. the Convention on the Declaration of
Death of l\Iissing Persons. The validity of this Con
vention. which was due to expire on 23 January 1957,
was extended i.>y a Protocol for a period of ten years.
One additional State acceded to the Protocol, hringing
the number of parties to the amended Convention to
six, as of 1 June 1959.
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Section I. Survey of the world economic situation

~O. Opening the Council's dehate on the world
e.conomic situation at the twenty-eighth session, the
Secretary-General said! that from the point of view of
the short-term prospect there was reason to feel en
couraged hy recent events. Recovery from the recession
was well under way: production in North America had
already surpassed previous peaks, and the pace of eco
nomic activity in western Europe had quickened. It
was gratifying that earlier fears that the recession might
develop into a major set-hack had proved to be wrong.
A! the same time the possihility that future declines
nnght assume a graver form could not be excluded.

81. The long-term prospect gave less cause for
optimism. Rates of economic expansion had been slack
ening for some time before the onset of the recession.
While the slow-down had been partly attributable to
the completion of post-war reconstruction, other factors
had also been involved. In recent years there had been
a shift in emphasis in the formulation of economic
policies. In particular, the growing concern over price
inflation had given rise to a tendency to resolve conflicts
hetween the goals of stability and of growth perhaps
unduly in favour of stability. The attitudes of Govern
ments towards expansion had also been influenced by
balance-of-payments considerations. Progressive liberali
zation of trade and payments in western Europe had
greatly increased the interdependence of the countries
of the area. In the circumstances, no country could
maintain rates of expansion greatly in excess of those
of its trading partners without experiencing consider
able pressure on its external balance. The need to
avoid such pressure might introduce a downward trend
in the rates of economic growt!:

82. As pointed out i.n the World Economic Survc'j',
1958 (E/3244)2 the major industrial countries, in
shaping their own long-term rates of growth, went far
towards determining the potential rate of economic
advance of under-developed countries. The expansion
of product~ve capacity in the under-developed countries
depended primarily on imports of capital goods from
the industrial countries, and the foreign exchange re
quired for such imp.orts was chiefly derived from ex
ports of primary products. In industrial countries,
import dentand for primary products had over the long
term tended to lag behind the expansion of output,
while the import requirements of under-developed coun
tries in the pr~cess of economic development had grown
faster than theIr domestic output. In consequence, under
developed countries had shown a persistent tendency
towards external imbalance. which har! been aggravated
in many cases by inflationary pressure.

83. Centrally planned economies had also experi
enced a conflict between the objectives of growth and

1 E/SR.1068.
2 United Nation! publication, Sales No.: 59.II.C.1. For _

summary of the Survey see paragraphs 92 to 102.
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stability, which had in the past been more or less ex
clusively resolved in favour of growth. More recently,
growth rates had tended to slow down and consumption
had received greater emphasis in economic plans.

84. Although a sustained rate of expansion in the
great creditor nations was a necessary condhion of
world-wide growth, it was not in itself sufficient. While
industrial countries could make a contribution towards
narrowing the foreign exchange gap of the under
developed countries by expanding imports of primary
products through tariff reduction, that would provide
a partial solution only. Instability of commodity prices,
another factor hampering growth in primary producing
cOtlntrie'i, had persisted even during periods of rising
economic activity.

85. While appropriate national policies were essen
tial to healthy economic progress, a new approach to
the problems of commodity instability, and a re
examination of policies regarding international eco
nomic aid, could make an important contribution towards
the solution of the problem of the widening gap between
under-developed and economically advanced countries.

86. The Executive Secretary of the Economic Com
mission for Europe said3 that the upward trend in the
European economy described in the Economic Surve'V
of Europe in 1958 (E/ECE/345)4 had continued and
accelerated. The chief expansionary forces had been
the continued growth of consumpton, the revival of
building activity, and in some cases public expenditure.
The rapid growth of exports during 1959 had provided
a1.1 added stimulus to the economies. In eastern Europe
hIgh rates of increase in investment had been planned
for 1959. Sectors such as agriculture and housing had
received greater emphasis in current plans than they
had r ~ceived in the past and the hope had been expressed
that consumption levels would be raised simultaneously
with investment.

87. In western Europe private investment had been
slow to respond to the reversal of restrictive policy
measures, the application of new stimuli and the im
proved economic outlook. A steadily rising level of
investment was considered essential to the achievement
of the increases in productivity and the structural
changes of output required to promote economic growth.
Thought had been given to tha possible re-emergence
of inflationary problems during the current upturn, and
to the consequent need to devise methods to deal with
those problems without putting an early stop to ex
pansion.

88. The Executive Secretary of the Economic Com
mission for Latin America said5 that the long-term
growth rate of the region had dropped appreciably in
recent years with the passing of the relatively favourable
conditions which had prevailed during the early post-

s E/SR.1069.
4 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 511.ILE.1.
5 E/SR.1071.



waT \T<l:"S, It had become clt-ar that modern techmcal
Illeth~)d~ could not be introduced. or inJustrialization
spc{'tkd up. without transforming the traditional foreign
trade sy~te.1l. and that I'I.'r cal'lIt income could not bt'
r<l.ised to a reasonably satisfactory level without chang
ing the economic structure of the countries of the area. In
ordcr to ..aise the rate of economic growth of the area to
what it had been during the early post-war years, a far
reaching policy of import substitution would be necessary.
The SllC'cess of the poliC'y depended on the establishment
of vigurous industries especially for the manufacture of
capital goods. The current fragmentation of the industnal
etIort and of the market had seriously impe<Jetl effi
dency. A gradual economic hltegration of the area
would therefore seem indicated. Progress had been
made by the \Vorking Group on the Latin American
Regiona1 :\Iarket in working out prol'osals for RC'tion.
and it was hoped that a meeting of government experts
would shortly he held to prepare a preliminary draft.
In the payments field a recent meeting of the c{'ntral
hanks of the area had produced concrete proposals for
a svstem of multilateral transfers of hilateral halances
ari;ing out of existing bilateral agreements.

~Y. The Executh'e Secretarv of the Economic Com
mission for Asia and the Far "East saidll that the Year
195~ had seen some economic set-hacks in the region.
but that there had heen an improvement towards the
end of the year and it had continued in 1959. In par
ticular, there had heen a substantial increase in food
supplies owing to better harvests. The decline in ex
ports during 1958 had forced :\sian countries to cut
down imports of capital goods needed for economic
development. In view of the importance of western
Europe as a market for the countries of the region
the Commission had maintained a livelv interest in the
progress towards convertibility and the estah!ishment
of the European Economic Community.

90. The most serious long-term prohlem of the
re~~ion was that of population density and growth. In
the circumstances, industrial development programmes
had to he designed not only to help achieve diversifica
tion. hut also to solve the problem of excess manpower.
\ Vhile certain problems, such as the population ques
tion and the question of the allocation of resources.
could only be solved by national action. international
action could help in the solution of other of the area's
major problems, notably the instability of commodity
prices, the shortage of capital and of foreign-exchange
resources. and the recurrence of acute food shortages.

91. Tne Executive Secretarv of the Economic Com
mission for Africa. in a brief review of the current
economic development and major problems of Africa,
said7 that considerable anxiety had been caused through
out Africa by the fall in commodity prices in 1958.
Although the prices had ceased to decline by the end of
the year, the experience had strengthened the feeling in
the area that a long-term safeguard against instability
would only be found in diversification. African coun
tries were endeavouring to stahilize prices to producers,
and to induce industrial countries to reduce tariffs on
African products. Foreign capital was one of the major
long-term needs of the area. Substantial official loans
and grants had been obtained from various national
and international sources and many of the African
countries had introduced legislation to encourage private
foreign investment. The inflow of capital had. however,

6 EjSR.1070.
7 E/SR.I072.
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remained inadequate in relation to needs. :\t the same
time el10rts had ht'en made hv several countries to
dewlop domestic capital markets. Econumic deveIop
n1('nt in :\fric<l was delayed by lack of cheap power.
insufficient knowledge of the natural resources, and
lack of technical skills. The region could benefit greatly
bv intensified international assistance in manv of those
fi~ld3. "

REPORTS ON TII~: WORLD ECO,'W:\IIC SJTUATIO:-;

92. The Council's annual review of the world eco
nomic situation was based primarily on the n"orld
Economic Su r'l 'c.\'. 1958 (E/J244).1l Besides a review
of current economic trends in 1958 and a brief assess
ment of the prospects for 1959, the SUr'l'c.\' contained
a study of international commodity prohlems and p:)licie:-:

93. The introduction to the S'urN'V stated that
recovery from recent set-backs in the itidustrial coun
tries ll<i.d been encouraging. Although the three post
war recessions in the Cnited States of America had
been of short duration. it was none the less unwise to
assullle that they had set a pattern for possihle future
recessions. 'Vhile automatic stabilizers such as progres
sivr tax systems. am! social security and farm price
support programmes. had appreciahly strengthened the
industrial countries. they could only moderate a rate
of deciiIH': the\" could not. in themselves. initiate an
upturn. In the" absence of adequate effective demand.
vigorous gm"ernment intervention could become lIeces
sary. not only in the field of monetary policy but alst;
in the f1scal area.

94. A long-term threat of inflation had not only
influenced anti-recession policy hut might also come to
have an important hearing on long-term growth. There
was currently a tendency to emphasize the dangers of
inflation while understating the risks and costs inherent
in deflation. Idle resources of labour and equipment
also involved social losses and hardships no less impor
tant than the losses caused by inflation.

95. A most serious aspect of the recent industrial
recession had been its effect on markets for primary
products. Equally significant was the fact that the longer
run export prospects of the primary producing countries
were not encouraging. These depended upon the growth
in the import demand of the industrial countries for
primary products, but this had lagged considerably
behind the growth of their income and output. By con
trast. the import demand of most under-developed
countries had tended to exceed the growth of their
domestic output: economic development had necessitated
a large expansion in imports. particularly of capital
equipment. In face of the slow growth of export earn
ings, this had led to increased balance-of-payments
difficulties. It was this conflict that threatened to
jeopardize the possibility of attaining or sustaining ade
quate rates of growth in the primary producing coun
tries. Developed countries could help appreciably if they
undertook a selective moderation of rates of taxation
on imported primary commodities: but, at the same
time, progress was bound to be disappointingly slow in
the absence of a greater volume of international aid.

96. The SUr'l'ey noted that over the thirty-year
period ending in 1957, exports from the under-developed
countries of primary products other than petroleum had
increased only 23 per cent in volume; this was less
than one-sixth of the increase that had taken place in
world manufacturing activity. Increases in the prices

8 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 59.n.CI.

I



,\t the same
countries to
nic develop
heap power,
iources, and
'nefit greatly
my (If those

TUATlO:-;

~ world eco-
the H'orld

les a review
brief assess
'\' contained
and palicie:-:
stated that

lstrial C0t111-
three pllst

unerica had
is unwise to
5sible future
as progres
farm price

Igthened the
~rate a rate
, initiate an
ive demamI,
come lIeces
icy but alst;

Id not only
llso come to
:J\\'th. There
, dangers of
)sts inherent
l equipment
, less impor-

,1t industrial
for primary
t the longer
ng countries
l the growth
ountries for
considerably
JUt. By con
er-developed
·th of their
necessitated

r of capital
~xport earn
of-payments
reatened to
itaining ade
ncing coun
iably if they
of taxation

Lt the same
191y slow in
ional aid.
thirty-year

~r-deve1oped

troleum had
lis was less
:en place in

the prices

C.l.

I

of pritilary products in relation to those of manufactures
had made for less of a lag in the external purchasing
power (If primary product exports. .:\everthe1ess. if
petroleum was excluded, the growth in the extcrual
purchasing pOWl'r of the under-developed countril's
ovt'r the thirty-year period had represented only two
fifth" of the expansion in world manufacturinI:; activity.
Instahility in primary commodity markets had also heen
a persistent post-war prohlem. \Vhile commodity trade
had been somewhat more stahle in the post-war period
than in the inter-war years. the improvement had not
heen commensurate with gains in the internal economic
stahility of the industrial countries.

97. In reviewing national commodity policies. the
Sur,:·e:.' noted that the etTect of the protectiYe and price
support policies adopted in the industrial countries had
heen to hamper the growth of primary product imports.
especially in western Europe. and to increase the export
availahility of certain agricultural products in the
United States of America. Among the primary produc
ing countries, long-term commodity policies had fre
quently heen much influenced hy the helief that the
scope for continued expansion of commodity exports
was "twre;v limited: this had heen an added incentive
to industri~lization. In attempting to counter short
term instahility in commodity trade. many primary
producing countries had adopted various policies de
signed to reduce the effect of external fluctuations
on the domestic economv. But there were severe limita
tions to what any onc country. acting alone. could
accomplish.

98. The SlIY'Z'CV indicated that, in view of the
limitations on isolated 'national action. there was a
valid case for international commodity policy. In face
of conflicting national interests. however. international
commodity arrangements had generally been limited
to such uncontroversial areas as the provision of forums
for the exchange of vie\vs. In more formal post-war
agreements, the chief accomplishment had been the
emergence of a new set of principles, such as that of
equal representation of consumers and producers and
that of making agreements consistent with a rational
allocation of resources. The major post-war inter
national commodity agreements had been successful.
within limits, in providing stabilizing mechanisms. The
Survey stated that. if Governments were dissatisfied
with the scope of current activities, a bolder. more
comprehensive approach might be indicated.

99. In the centrally planned economies, a major
feature of post-war experience had been the persistent
scarcity of most primary commodities. In part, the
reason had lain in the heavy emphasis upon industrial
development in economic plans. Despite the central
planning and allocation of resources, prices of primary
commodities had also influenced the demand-supply
situation. \Vhile very high rates of growth in industrial
production had been achieved during the post-war
period in all the centrally planned economies. the ex
pansion of agriculture, on the whole, had been very
moderate: mineral production had also lagged. though
less than agricultural output. The new long-term plans
adopted during the past three years, however, provided
for very substantial increases in the output and trade
of primary commodities. Further. important s;~eps had
been taken in almost all countries after 1953 to correct
the defects inherent in the prevailing pricing system.

100. In reviewing economic changes during 1958,
the Survey noted that in the industrial group of coun-
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tries, average production for the year had been slightly
lower than in 1957, There had been a partial recovery
in the last six months of 1958 an~ business activity
had continued to expand in the early months of 1959,
In the United States of America, the most important
factor helping to reverse the recent downturn in eco
nomic activity had been the stimulus provided to the
economy by government fiscal operations, which had
heen sufficient to offset the contractionist influence of
the steep decline in fixed investment. In western
Europe, there had been no appreciable decline in eco
nomic activity. although the rate of fixed investment
had also slackened: confidence had not weakened to
the same extent as in ~orth America and inventorv
liquidation had been much more limited. Development·s
in the international trade ancI paymem:s of the industrial
countries during 1958 had been the opposite of what
the world had come to expect in the wake of a recession
in North America; United States gold reserves had
dropped while gold and foreign exchange reserves of
other industrial countries had increased at an almost
unprecedented rate. Of considerable importance had
been the fact that the recession had coincided with the
termination of the boom in Japan and western Europe;
this had adversely affected United States exports to
those countries. In the industrial countries generally,
production in 1959 was expected tCJ be above the level
of 1958. Under-utilization not only of equipment but
also of labour was none the less likely to continue
for some time.

101. The volume of exports of primary producing
countries had failed to expand in 1958 for the first
time since 1952. The immediate cause had been the
set-backs in the industrial countries. but it was noted
that the rates of expansion had been declining since
1955. Prices of primary commodities had weakened
substantially while export unit values of manufactures
had continued to rise. In consequence, the terms of
exchange between primary products and manufactures
had deteriorated on the average by some 8 per cent from
1957 to 1958. In the aggregate, imports into the pri
mary producing countries had been about 7 per cent
lower in 1958 than in 1957; this cut-back had been
reflected in a widespread slowing down in the rate of
economic growth. As recovery had begun to get under
way in the industrial countries, demand for some pri
mary commodities had improved somewhat in the
second half of 1958. and this process had continued
into 1959.

102. The Survey noted that in the centrally planned
economies industrial production had continued to ex
pand in 1958 at about the same rate as in 1957, a
significant exception being mainland China, which had
reported an unusually high rate of increase. In contrast
to 1957 when the output of consumer goods had
generally increased more rapidly than that of producer
goods. the producer-goods sector had generally shown
the greater advance in 1958. In most eastern Euro
pean countries, the gains in agricultural output over the
levels attained in 1957 had been moderate. But there
had been a substantial increase in the Soviet Union,
and a striking increase of over 60 per cent had been
reported in mainland China. The rate of expansion in
the foreign trade of all the centrally planned economies,
excepting mainland China, had slackened considerably
in 1958. Plans for 1959 provided for exceedingly high
rates of growth in Bulgaria and mainland China, while
those for the other centrally planned economies en-



htly
{ery
vity
959.
tant
eco-
the
had
~ of
tern
eco
lent
I to
tory
ents
trial
~hat

sion
had
5 of
Ilost
had
the

)pe;
j to
lIly,
eve!
but
nue

~ing

first
the

)ted
ince
:ned
Llres
; of
Llres
ram
pri
~ent

leen
~ of
lcier
pri
the

iUed

ned
ex-
" a
had
rast
had
lcer
nvn
.1ro
the

lere
ion,
leen
1 in
lies,
lbly
ligh
hile
en-

visaged rates of growth generally below those achieved
in 1958. The new long-tenn plans introduced or revised
in most countries in 1958 provided for a slower rate
of increase in industrial production than in the past.
Planned rates of expansion in agriculture, on the other
hand, were generally higher than the rates achieved
in the past.

Im. The Economic SUrl!cy of Europe in 1958 (T/
£CE/345) 9 and the EC01'lo-mic, Bulletins for Ell-rope
presented an analysis of current economic developments
in the countries of eastern and western Europe and in
the Soviet Union. The Bulletins also included special
articies on the international effect of the United States
recession of 1957/58. on recent developments in trade
between western and eastern European countries. and
on economic planning and management in Yugoslavia.
The Sun.ey devoted special chapters to the relation
between economic expansion and external balance in
the countries of western Europe, consumption and
problems of distribution in eastern Europe and the
Soviet Union, and consumption trends in western
Europe.

104. The main factor contributing to the further
large increments in domestic products recorded in
eastern Europe and the Soviet Union in 1958 was the
fairly uniform growth of industry at rates little dif
ferent from those of 1957. The industrial growth had
been due mainly to a more intensive use of capital
and higher labour productivity. Per caput real incomes
had either remained stable or had risen more slowly than
in the past, so that the strains on available resources
in the two previous years had been substantially
reduced. Much progress had been made by indusily
in 1958 in relieving some of the shortages and distor
tions discussed in previous Surveys. In agriculture,
major institutional changes had taken place in most
countries.

105. In western Europe there had been a marked
change in the outlook of Governments and business
men in the course of the year, as initial apprehension
over the impart of the United States recession and the
tendency to stagnation in western Europe had given
way to moderate optimism. The Survey indicated that
while on the one hand the rate of growth of production
had been slowing down or had come to a halt, there
had on the other hand been an improvement in ba~ances

of payments, greater price stability, and smaller in
creases in wages, which left more scope for subsequent
re-expansion. It therefore paid particular attention to
the possibility of gradually relaxing restraints and of
adopting measures to stimulate demand. It concluded
that the measures taken by the end of 1958 could not
have, and were not intended to have, a profound effect
on economic activity, and that easier conditions in
money and capital markers could not in themselves
induce a quick revival of industrial investment, in view
of existing excess capacity.

106. The chapter on balances of payments in west
ern Europe laid particular emphasis on the interrela
tion between economic expansion and external balance.
It examined the connexion between the general eco
nomic structure of different countries, their export
structure and their payments balance and found that,
in general, rapid expansion of output tended to be
associated with a favourable foreign balance. It also
examined the relevance of the labour supply. A sub
sequent section analysed the balance-of-payments ex-

9 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 59.n.E.!.
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periences of a number of western European countries in
illustration and elaboration of the general conclusions
emerging from the preceding discussion. The chapter
concluded with an asses~ment of the margin for future
adjustment to external imbalance in the light of recent
developments with regard to currency convertibility,
and with a brief appraisal of the probable impact on the
payments position of other countries of the gradual
integration of the economies of the six countries forming
the European E.::onomic Community.

107. Another chapter of the Survey was devoted to
consumption trends in western Europe. It paid par
ticular attention to expenditure on food and consumers'
durables. Reviewing the rise in real income per caput
and in the share of consumption and investment in
gross national product, the chapter concluded that the
decline in the share of consumption since 1950 had
been matched by an almost equal rise in personal sav
ings, thus indicating that personal savings had made
an important contribution towards financing the very
sharp expansion of investment between 1950 and 1956.
One of the principal findings of the study was the
stability of the share of expenditure on food in total
consumption expenditure. Changes in the composition
of food expenditure were also examined. Much atten
tion was given to the rising demand for consumers'
durable goods, and in particular to the past and ex
pected future growth of the demand for cars. A final
section discussed the implications of the growing im
portance of consumption for future rates of over-all
growth and the expansion of the service sector as an
automatic stabilizer for the economy.

lOO. Finally, another chapter of the Survey at
tempted to take stock of the main problems of per
sonal consumption in eastern Europe and the Soviet
Union. It assembled available data on past trends
and the structure of consumption in eastern Europe and
the Soviet Union since the end of the war. The study
examined variations in supplies of food and other con
sumer goods and found that, in contrast to western
European countries, per caput consumption, in physical
terms, of nearly all staple foodstuffs had so far risen
quite quickly with rising incomes. Available family
budget data were analysed to show patterns of con
sumer expenditure, and differences with western Euro
pean patterns were discussed. The probable course of
future demand and the question of relative prices were
also examined and the study concluded with a review
of the problems involved in achievin~ a better adaptation
of supply to demand.

109. The Econom.ic Survey of Asia and the Far
East, 195810 gave a review of the economic situation
in the region in 1958 and of post-war industrialization.

110. In general, the year 1958 had witnessed tem
porary economic set-backs in Asia and the Far East,
except in mainland China. Rice production had declined
following adverse weather in the 1957/58 season along
the major rice belt stretching from central and north
eastern India to the Philippines. Although the decline
had been temporary and estimates for the 1958/59
paddy crop were encouraging, the agricultural expan
sion in a number of the countri~s had not been as great
as had been anticipated.

111. In 1958, moderate industrial production gains
had been registered in some industrializing countries

10 United Nations publicatim:l. Sales No.: 1959.II.F.l (also
issued as vol. IX, No. 4, of the Economic Bulletin for Asia and
the Far East.
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such as China (Taiwan), India, southern Korea,
Pakistan and the Philippines. These gains had, how
ever, been offset by a recession in Japan. On the whole,
there had been no real drop in the industrial production
of the region. There had been a levelling off in th~

latter part of 1957 of the previous steep rise, and,
after some fluctuation, there had been a general resump
tion of the upward trend towards the end of 1958. A
decline in the textile production of India and Japan
had been associated with the implementation at plans
for increased self-sufficiency in some of the importing
countries. The Survey called attention to the need for
international consultation {within the region as well as
outside It) with a view to preventing the emergence
of excessive competition.

112. The industrial recession which had begun in
the United States in the third quari~r of 1957 had
caused some reduction in the earnings from the region's
exports, notably rubber and tin. In particular, the com
paratively sharp reduction in imports effected by Japan
in order to protect its balance of payments had had an
unfavourable effect on the region's primary exports.
The foreign-exchange stringency caused by the reces
sion had led to a reduction in imports, even of capital
goods, which had in turn slowed down the economic
development in most countries of the region. As west
ern Europe continued to remain the largest market for
the exports of the region's primary commodities, sig
nificance was attached to the first import duty reduc
tions under the European Economic Community which
had come into effect on 1 January 1959, and to the
moves towards currency convertibility announced in
December 1958. The gains to countries of the ECAFE
region from the partial convertibility measures of west
ern European countries were rather limited, but these
measures were thought to afford opportunities for pro
gress towards multilateralism. Some countries of the
region had expressed concern lest the EEC, embracing
as it did the overseas territories of its members, might
lead to discrimination against certain Asian primary
exports. The information available was not, however,
sufficient to permit any definite conclusions.

113. The Economic Survey for Latin America, 1958
(E/CN.12/498/Rev.l) analysed the effect on Latin
America of trends outside the region, and studied de
velopments in individual countries as well as recent
trends in the region as a whole. A number of subjects
were dealt with in annexes to the Survey: agreements
all coffee and other Latin American export products;
the United States quotas for imports of petroleum,
lead and zinc; trade with the Soviet Union and east
ern Europe; and development projects in the motor
vehicle and the iron and steel and other heavy in
dustries in Latin America. The Survey showed that
the falling off in Latin American export earnings had
been due primarily to the slowing down of the growth
rate of the industrial countries since 1955 rather than
to the recession in the United States of America.
The growth of the Latin American economies. which
had given rise to increasing demand for imports,
coupled with the stagnation or decline of exports, had
led to increasingly serious balance-of-payments prob
lems. Moreover, the inadequacy of the supply of im
ported goods in relation to needs had aggravated in
flationary trends, although these had had their origin
also in ill-balanced development programmes and mis
guided economic policies, especially in the fiscal and
monetary fields. A number of Governments had adopted
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measures to cope with these problems of internal and
external imbalances which had in many instances slowed
down economic growth.

114. The volume of United States imports of Latin
American products had remained virtually unchanged
despite the recession, but prices had declined. There had
been a decline in imports into western Europe.

115. The contraction in world trade had brought
with it a reduction in shipping rates, which had to
some extent offset the effect of falling prices. In
1958, the value .)f the region's exports had dropped
by some 8 per cent, or $700 million. The inflow of
private capital had also declined, and the flow of
medium-term credit to finance imports of capital goods
had ceased to expand. At the same time, higher amorti
zation payments had offset the increased inflow of
public capital. There had thus been a severe decline
in the exchange available for imports, which had fallen
by nearly $1,000 million. The attempt to reduce imports
further had exerted great pressure on foreign exchange
markets in several countries which were in the process
of liberalization. The effective exchange rates for im
ports had increased sharply in the course of the year,
notably in Argentina, Brazil and Chile. Despite checks
on imports, the deficit of the region had been over
$900 million, of which nearly $400 million had been
accounted for by Venezuela. The deficit in Venezuela
had been financed from the country's foreign-exchange
and gold reserves. The reserves of the rest of the region
had also fallen by over $200 million, to critically low
levels. Moreover, many countries had been compelled
to raise further short-term loans, mainly in the United
States of America.

116. Given the world economic trends and the fact
that external income was the principal dynamic factor
in the Latin American economy, it was not surprising
that the rate of growth of the gross product should
have slowed down in 1958, increasing by only 3 per
cent as against 5 per cent in 1957. Taking into account
population growth, the per caput product had remained
at a standstill.

117. A number of internal factors had helped to
neutralize the depressive influence of the external sector.
In some important Latin American countries the demand
for domestic goods had tended to remain the same
or to exceed the figures recorded in the preceding
years. Agricultural production in nearly every Latin
American country had also increased. In the manufac
turing sector, the rate of growth of production, after
slackening temporarily in 1957, had regained the in
tensity recorded in 1956, owing to the fact that the
dynan1ic industries such as the iron and steel, metal
and metal-transforming, motor-vehicle and tractor in
dustries, had continued to gain momentum in 1958,
although their importance in Latin American industry
as a whole had remained slight.

118. Governments had also tended to offset the fall
in external demand by compensatory policies consisting
in the devaluation of the exchange rate for some exports,
export subsidies or govemment financing or purchases of
surpluses. Gross investment had exceeded its 1957 level
thanks to the import substitution effort of several coun
tries, and to official projects for developing the basic sec
tors of the economy. Public expenditure had been main
tained at high levels and large budget deficits had
been recorded. Consumer expenditure had also shown
an upward trend. Inflation had been confined to the
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same countries as in the past, although in some
Argentina. Brazil and Uruguay-prices had risen at
a more rapid rate. In order to mitigate the effects of
inflationary factors, some countries-Bolivia, and Chile
in particular-had maintained austerity policies. Argen
tina had announced a drastic anti-inflationary policy to
be introduced early in 1959. '

119. The report on Economic Developments in the
Middle East 1957-1958 (E/3256),11 which was pre
sented as a supplement to the fVorld Economic SI/rvey,
gave a brief review of the main developments in agri
culture, industry, petroleum, and foreign trade and
payments. A statistical appendix covering the main
economic activities of the countries of the areh formed
a substantial part of the report.

120. A major factor in current economic trends in
the area in 1957 and 1958 had been the continued
expansion of the oil industry. Despite the set-back in
production in the latter part of 1956 and early part of
1957 as a result of the Suez crisis, output in 1957 had
been 37 per cent higher than in 1956, and in 1958 nearlv
21 per cent higher than in 1957. In agriculture ther'e
had been a modest increase in output in each of the
years 1957 and 1958 and a continuance of the trend
towards production of industrial cash crops with in
creased use of fertilizers and agricultural machinery.
In many different countries within the area there had.
however, been some wide fluctuations in agricultural
output as a result of local variations in the weather.
Manufacturing production had increased in most coun
tries of the region, though in Iraq and Lebanon political
developments in 1958 had affected production adversely.
In Turkey, balance-of-payments difficulties had tended
to slow down the rate of investment in industry in
1958. Exports, other than oil, had been about 7.5 per
cent higher in 1957 than in 1956, but had dropped
generally in 1958 as a result of the decrease in both
the volume and the prices of agricultural exports. Im
ports had risen moderately in 1957 and had increased
sharply in 1958 with the increase in oil revenues and
in foreign credits.

121. Pursuant to its resolution 690 C (XXVI), the
Council also had before it a preliminary report of the
Secretary-General (E/3266 and Add.1)l2 which de
scribed the steps he had taken with a view to the pre
paration of a quarterly report on short-term changes
in the world economic situation. International and
?ational statistical material which might be presented
111 the proposed quarterly review of economic trends
was given in a appendix to the report.

DISCUSSION IN THE COUNCIL

122. In the debate in the Councip3 representatives
expressed their appreciation of the analysis given in the
World Economic SIl1-vey, 1958 (E/3244) of various
aspects of the problem of commodity trade, as well as
of various national and international measures for deal
ing with them, and their effect on the economies of
under-developed countries.

123. Members of the Council observed that one of
the most serious consequences of the recent recession
had been its effect on world trade in primary products.

11 United Xations publication, Sales No.: 59.Ir.C.2.
12 Official Records of the Economic and Social C01l1u:il,

Twenty-eighth SessiOl~, Annexes, agenda item 2.
13 E/SR.1068-1073, 1087; E/AC.6/SR.271.
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.1 t ha~. focused ~tte~ltion on the problem of commodity
1I1stablhty and Its mfluence on the econOlr.ic progress
of .under-developed cOl~ntries. The de:line of conlmodity
prices and trade durmg the receSSIOn, together with
some increase in industrial prices, represented a loss of
about. $2,000 million in the real income of exporters
of prnnary products and in their capacity to import.
~[o:eO\·er,.as several members pointed out, the recovery
111 Itldustnal output had thus far had Gnlv a limited
dIcct on commodity prices. .

l2..L :\Iembers noted that recent experience had
delli~)J}st:ated .~nce more the disruptive effect of com
1l10dlt): 1I1stablhty on the economies of under-developed
cOlll.ltnes and on their growth. The inadequacy of
forel~n exc~ange reser.ves had in many cases prevented
effe~tlve actlO.n to allevta~e the effect of the loss of export
receIpts on Imports, WIth the result that investment
pro~ects had had to be postponed for lack of the needed
t'qlllpment.

125. Commodity stabilization was essentiallv an in
ternational concern: under-developed countries bv them
selves could do little to solve the problem. \Vhiie some
membe~s were of the opinion that the control of cyclical
fluctuatIons of demand in industrial countries ,vould
largely eliminate it, others felt that such control would
provide only a partial solution and that other measures
were needed as well. Direct stabilizatioll measures so
far applied had been confined to only a few individual
c0t,ll~lodities and had not proved very effective, but
eXlstmg agreements could and should be strenO"thened
and be given wider support. Some members sl;ggested
that. ~ ~ew approach to the problem of commodity
stablhzatlOn should be considered. It was generally
agreed .th~t the. !ong-term answer to ~he problem of
eC?nOmIC mstablhty caused by fluctuatmg commodity
pnces must be found through diversification of the
ec?not;1ies. Diversification would reduce instability by
wldemng..the range of commodities exported, and it
would mItigate the domestic effect of fluctuating export
receipts by reducing the dependence l)f under-developed
countries on imports.

126. Much of the Council's discussion was devoted
~o long-~erm trends and prospects of commodity trade
m relation to the problem of world-wide balanced
growth. Members noted that demand for imported
primary products had, over the long term, shown a
te?dency to .tag behind the expansion of output in indus
tnal countrIes. It was observed that in so far as the
!ag. resulted .from te~nol~gical and structural changes
m 111dustry, It ,was an mevltable by-product of indt~strial

progress and was likely to persist. Concern was ex
pr~ss~d by several members over the implications of
thIS SItuatIOn .for the future course of economic develop
ment of pnmary producing countries. Since non
ind~strial countrie~ had to import virtually all of the
capI~al goods. reqtt1red for t?e expansion of their pro
ductIve capaCIty, export receIpts largely detennined the
rate of growth they could afford to maintain. In the
circumstances, growth was bound to be slower than in
~ndustrial countries, the mo.re so as expansion of output
m under-developed countnes tended to be associated
with a more than proportionate increase in import
demand. Attempts to speed up growth would conse
quently soon be frustrated by the emergence of balance
o~-paymen~s difficulties. Some members, however, con
Sidered thIS assessment of prospects too pessimistic.

127. Members of the Council agreed not only that
the industrial countries had a serious responsibility in

I
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the matter of assisting under-developed countries in
their endeavour to develop their economies, but also
that it was in their own interest to do so. Sustained
expansion in industrial countries was a necessary con
dition of growth in the rest of the world. :Measures
to help solve the problem of the persistent external
imbalance of under-developed countries were also
needed. Several members advocated tariff concessions
and the reduction of fiscal charges on imported primary
products as a means of stimulating trade. It was also
suggested that industrial countries should consider
moderating the protection afforded to domestic agricul
ture and should increase imports of foodstuffs. It ,vas
argued that if a cheaper imported commodity were
substituted for the hig-h-priced domestic product, in
dustrial countries would increase trade and at the same
time total consumption would be likely to rise.

128. The continued and growing need for an
adequate flow of capital to under-developed countries
was repeatedly emphasized by members. It was pointed
out that the flow of private capital had been inadequate
in relation to needs during the post-war years, and that
it had heen unequaUy distributed. It was recognized
that official loans and economic aid had supplemented
prh'ate capital to an increasing extent, but some mem
bers felt that a major effort should be made to increase
financing from this source. Reference was made in
this con~exion to the suggestion that countries might
consider re-examining their earlier policy of making
the expansion of aid to under-developed countries on
an international basis contingent upon progress in
world disarmament.

129. Economic diversification was essential to the
solution of the long-term problem of under-developed
countries as well as to that of commodity instability.
Members noted that long-term growth in under
developed countries depended as much on the expansion
of their import capacity as on their ability to substitute
domestic products for imports.

130. Several members referred to the problem of
growth and stability. It had been suggested that the
increasing concern of Governments over price inflation
might have given rise to a tendency to resolve conflicts
between the goals of stability and of economic expan
sion perhaps too exclusively in favour of stability. There
was agreement that both goals must continue to be
pursued. Some members considered that price stability
was not only compatible with growth; but also an
essential element in achieving it. Other members noted
that there might be a conflict of policies but that it
should be possible to devise means for overcoming it.

131. Turning to the current situation, several mem
bers recalled that fears had been expressed in the
previous year that the recession in the United States of
America might come to be more serious than previous
downturns. Events had proved that those fears had not
been justified. Although the contraction had been
sharper than in the earlier recessions, recovery had set
in sooner and output had reached a new peak. The
set-back in western European countries had been even
milder and briefer. Attention was however drawn to
the persistence of a relatively high rate of unemploy
ment in some industrial countries during the recovery.
Some members expressed the conviction that automatic
stabilizers had made it unnecessary to fear a runaway
spiral of deflation in any future recession. The industrial
countries had learnt to confine recessions, if they oc
curred, within reasonable bounds.
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132. Some members drew attention to the strength
ening of reserves outside the United States during the
recession which had been in sharp contrast to previous
experiences. The outflow of funds from the United
States had c0ntinued throughoc.t the period of recovery.
It ,,,as emphasized that the replenishment of reserves,
especially those of the western European countries, had
facilitated the liberalization of world trade and pay
ments and had permitted substantial progress towards
complete convertibility of European currencies.

133. With reference to the preliminary report (El
3266 and Add.!) on the work carried out to date in
regard to short-term appraisals of the world economic
situation, the suggestion was made that the statistical
material should be supplemented with comments re
garding trends beyond the immediate short-run. It was
also noted that analysis of longer term trends would be
needed for the formulation of international economic
policies.

134. The representative 02 the International Mone
tary Fund expressed disagreement with two points
made in the World Economic Sut'Vey, 1958 (E/3244).
He could not agree with the view that the goals of
price stability and economic growth might prove incon
sistent. With regard to the conclusion in the Survey
that chronic balance-of-payments difficulties in under
developed countries could arise from the fact that the
income elasticity of their import demand was higher
than that of the important demand for primary products
in industrial countries, he noted that a distinction must
be made between a competitive situation and a situa
tion in which competition was blocked; it was only in
the latter case that the thesis of the Survey could be
maintained.

135. The representative of the Food and Agricul
ture Organization said that agricultural production had
continued to expand throughout the world and that
the rate of increase had generally been slightly higher
than the population increase. The recovery from the
recent recession had done very little to improve the
position of farm prices. The fact that industrial prices
had tended to rise in relation to agricultural prices had
had a very profound influence on the balance-of-pay
ments situation of the less developed countries. The
situation had reached a point where it jeopardized de
velopment plans. In the face of that situation, two
courses were open: the first was international action
to stabilize m~rkets, for which there appeared to be
little immediate prospect of success. The second was
for the less developed countries to develop their in
dustry to the point where they could pay for their
imports of capital goods partly out of industrial exports.
They would then also import more food. That situa
tion had in fact been developing, but the process re
quired heavy financing by the more prosperous coun
tries. There were some indications that such financing
was increasing.

ACTION TAKEN BY THE COUNCIL

136. The Council adopted a resolution (741
(XXVIII)) in which, recognizing the necessity for
adequate economic statistics and other pertinent current
data and for appropriate and sound economic studies
as aids in the consideration of investment and develop
ment policies and actions by Governments and indi
vidual domestic and foreign investors, it drew the
attention of Member States to the continuing need in
many countries for developing such statistics and data
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as an essential basis for economic studies and surveys.
'The Cottncil requested the Secretary-General to under
take, in consultation with the awropriate specialized
agencies and other competent organizations, an evalua
tion of the techniques of long-term economic projections
which had been developed, including those currently used
in the United Nations and its subsidiary bodies, their
applicability to countries in different stages of develop
ment, and their possibilities and limitations. It further
requested him to submit to it at its thirtieth session an
initial report giving a summary account of such projec
tions made to date and the problems encountered in
their preparation, to be followed by other progress
reports as appropriate.

137. In resolution 727 A (XXVIII), the Council,
recalling its resolution 695 (XXVI) and General As
sembly resolutions 12.60 (XIII) and 1316 (XIII), ex
pressed its satisfaction at the measures for developing
the international exchange of scientific and technical
experience taken recently in the regional economic com
missions and other United Nations organs, the spe
cialized agencies, IAEA and non-governmental organi
zations. It considered that the rate of scientific and
technical progress in the world and the continually ex
tending human knowledge in various fields which could
be used to accelerate economic development called for
the closest attention to be given to the international
exchange of scientific and technical experience. It ex
pressed the belief that those considerations should con
tinue to find their proper expression in the work of
the United Nations and the specialized agencies, and
would accordingly be given their proper place in the
five-year programme appraisals of the United Nations
and specialized agencies and in the consolidated report
to be based thereon.14 Finally, the Council decided to
reconsider the question at its thirty-first session in the
light of the discussion of the five-year programme ap
praisals of the United Nations and the specialized
agencies currently in preparation and of other relevant
reports in process of compilation.

Section n. International commodity problems

138. For its consideration of international com
modity problems at its twenty-eighth session15 the
Council had before it the report of the Commission on
International Commodity Trade on its seventh session
(E/3225) 16 and the 1959 report of the Interim Co
ordinating Committee for International Commodity
Arrangements (E/3269).17 It also had available to it
part I of the World Economic Survey, 1958 (E/3244) ,18

concerning commodity trade and policies in the post
war period, which the Council discussed in connexion
with its debate on the world economic situation (see
section I above).

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL
COMMODITY TRADE

139. The Council considered the report of the Com
mission on International Commodity Trade on its seventh
session,16 which was the first session held since the

14 See chapter VIII, section I, paragraphs 591 to 594.
15 EjAC.6jSR.267-270; EjSR.108S.
16 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Twenty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 6.
11 Ibid., Twenty-eighth Session, Annexes, agenda item 8.
18 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 59.n.c.l.
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Commission was reconstituted with new terms of ref
erence (Council resolution 691 (XXVI). The report
drew attention to the fact that the index of the terms
of exchange between primary commodities and manu
factures had again declined in 1958 and was about 20
per cent below the 1950 level. The decline in 1958 was
largely due to weaknesses in demand for current con
sumption and the running down of raw material in
ventories in the hands of users. In general, stocks of
primary products in exporting countries had increased
in 1958. The reduction in the prices of primary com
modities was reflected in a decrease in the value of
exports from primary exporting countries.

140. The Commission submitted a comprehensive
programme of work (E/3225, chap. IV), which in
cluded studies of the impact of fluctuations in economic
activity in industrial countries on international com
modity trade, of national and international measures
to deal with fluctuations in primary commodity markets,
and of the prospective production of, and demand for,
primary commodities. The Commission also agreed to
consider, at its eighth session, internatonal measures
designed to compensate for fluctuations in foreign ex
change receipts from the export of primary commodities.

141. The Conm1ission informed the Council that
the suggestion had been made that it would be desirable
for the Council and the FAO Conference to consider
the advisability of holding a joint session of the Com
mission and of the FAO Committee on Commodity
Problems for the purpose of studying the first sub
stantive report on the prospective production of, and
demand for, primary commodities.

REPORT OF THE INTERIM CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE
FOR INTERNATIONAL COMMODITY ARRANGEMENTS

142. The Interim Co-ordinating Committee for In
ternational Commodity Arrangements (ICCICA)
pointed out that the period covered by its report
(E/3269)-1958 and early 1959-had been marked
by an unusual amount of inter-governmental consulta
tion and action on the problems of individual com
modities. While recognizing the importance of con
sultation on general principles and of the fact that
relationships existed between certain commodities, the
Committee considered that experience supported the
view that solutions to commodity problems should con
tinue to be sought on an individual basis. The Committee
reviewed the experience of recent United Nations com
modity conferences. The negotiations had taken into
account both the development of ideas regarding new
techniques and the changes that had occurred in market
ing conditions. The renegotiated agreements on sugar
and wheat covered a greater proportion of international
trade and included a larger number of participating
countries than the previous agreements. It was recog
nized that emergency action was sometimes necessary
but it was pointed out that such action should not
conflict with established principles and that consid
eration should at the same time be given to more per
manent arrangements. The Committee believed that
study groups were in a position to make a useful con
tribution to the solution of a number of the problems
that arose in international trade in primary commodities.
At times the Committee had considered it desirable
to arrange preliminary consultations with interested
Governments and it had found it convenient to request
the Secretary-General to call exploratory meetings for
t!:lat purpose.
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143. The Committee had continued to co-ordinate
the work of the various individual commodity groups.
It gave a brief account, in its report, of inter-govern
mental consultation and action in 1958 and early 1959
with regard to cocoa, coco-nut arid coco-nut products,
coffee, copper, cotton, lead and zinc, olive oil, rice,
rubber, sugar, tea, tin, tobacco, wheat and wool.

DISCUSSION IN THE COUNCIL

144. As indicated in section I above, international
commodity problems received considerable attention
during the debate on the world economic situation owing
to the fact that part I of the World Economic Survey,
1958 (E/3244) dealt comprehensively with commodity
trade and policies in the post-war period.

145. In the debate arising out of the reports of the
Commission and of ICCICA, attention was drawn to the
complexity of international commodity problems includ
ing the interrelationships between short-term fluctua
tions and long-term developments. Reference was made
to the importance of inter-governmental consultation in
this field and to the various conferences and meetings
that had taken place in 1958 and early 1959. It was
pointed out that consultations between interested Gov
ernments were essential in dealing with commodity
problems and in this connexion particular reference
was made to the disposal of surplus stocks. The pos
sibiPy of consultations between the Secretary-General
and Governments on the practical possibility of further
measures relating to commodity problems was also
envisaged.

146. The Council noted that the seventh session of
the Commission had been marked both by the active
participation of industrial countries now members of
the Commission and by the attendance of a significant
number of non-member countries in response to the
invitation which the Council had extended in resolution
691 B (XXVI). An increasing role in the co-ordination
6f inter-governmental activities for dealing with com
modity problems was envisaged for the Commission.

147. A number of delegations expressed the view
that the work programme of the Commission repre
sented a well-balanced attempt to study the main prob
lems. The study of the impact of fluctuations in eco
nomic activity in the industrial countries was welcomed
in view of the relationship of such variations to the
short-term instability in the prices of, and volume of
trade in, primary commodities. Stress was placed on
the need to maintain the demand of the industrialized
countries for such commodities. Importance was at
tached to the study of the possibilities of reducing the
fluctuations in primary commodity markets or mitigat
ing their harmful effects, through national and interna
tional measures. In this connexion particular attention
was drawn to the international repercussions of na
tional action. Interest was shown in the proposed study
of the prospective production of, and demand for, pri
mary commodities, and the Commission's initiative
with regard to this matter was welcomed. Reference
was also made to the proposed consideration by the
Commission of compensatory financing and the hope
was expressed that IMF would be able to assist the
Commission in its examination of the matter.

148. The representative of FAO referred to the
place of agricultui'e in world commodity trade and to
recent trends in agricultural products. He outlined the
work of FAO in connexion with those commodities
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and stated that FAO was anxious to co-operate with
the Commission.

149. At the conclusion of the debate the Council
adopted a resolution (726 (XXVIII) in which i~ ap
proved the progranlme of work submitted by the Com
mission on International Commodity Trade, including
the study of national and international measures to deal
with fluctuations in primary commodity markets. It also
recommended that, in dealing with the problems of
specific commodities, Governments should tal(e into
account the views of the Governments of interested
countries-particularly the less developed countries and
countries dependent to a high degree on the export of a
narrow range of primary commodities-which were
producers of such commodities as well as the possible
harmful effects on them of any contemplated action. The
Secretary-General was requested to bring the question
of the suggested joint session of the Commission and
of the FAO Committee on Commodity Problems to the
notice of the Director-General of FAO before the open
ing of the 1959 FAO Conference and to submit to the
Council at its thirtieth session a report on the ad
visability of, and, if appropriate, on the practical ar
rangements for, such a joint session, taking into ac
count the views of the Commission on International
Commodity Trade and of FAO.

Section ID. International trade and payments
questions

150. At its twenty-seventh session the Council con
sidered19 the annual report of the International Mone
tary Fund for the fiscal year ended 30 April 1958 and
a supplementary statement covering the pL~'iod from
1 May to 31 December 1958.20

151. In a statement to the Council, the Managing
Director of IMF reviewed the main economic develop
ments of the past twelve months, mentioning in par
ticular the end of the recession in the United States
and the fact that the United States' anti-recession
policies had helped to strengthen the monetary reserves
of other countries and had thus in turn facilitated their
anti-recession policies. He mentioned the need to pro
mote reabsorption of remaining unemployment while
avoiding increases in costs and prices; the effects on
primary producing countries of the fall in the prices
of raw materials-owing partly to cyclical and partly
to structural causes-and the developmental needs of
those countries, which often resulted in inflationary
pressures; the introduction of external convertibility
by fourteen western European countries; the renewed
expansion of world trade; and plans to increase the
resources of IMF and of the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development.

152. During the past twelve months, repayments
to the Fund ($537.3 million) had exceeded drawings
($269.9 million); $1,157.3 million. were committed
under stand-by agreements. Since the inception of its
activities the Fund had furnished members with some

19 E/SR,1052, 1053.
20 International Monetary Fund, Annual Report of the Execu

tive Directors for the fiscal year ended April 30, 1958 (Wash
ington, D. C.), transmitted to the Council by a uote of the
Secretary-General (E/3197) ; and "Summary of activities from
May 1, 1958, to December 31, 1958" and Enlargement of Fund
resources through increases in quotas: A report by the Execu
tive Directors to the Board of Governors (Washington, D. C.),
transmitted to the Council ·by a note of the Secretary-General
(E/3197/Add.l and Cord).



$4.200 million, of which approximately two-thirds had
been provided since 1956. In addition, fljrty-one stand
by arrangements had been concluded. The improved
position of western Europe had shifted the re:ative
emphasis of the Fund's financial activities to other parts
of the world. In the past twelve months the Fund had
extended financial assistance to twenty countries, thir
teen of them in Latin America. Of pr.rticular interest
were the comprehensive stabilization programmes for
.-\rgentina and Turkey, in which member countries
had participated with the Fund. Consultations h3.d been
held, mostly by means of missions, with thirty-four
countries; the Fund had extended technical assistance to
member States which had applied for it; and forty-one
countries had taken advantage of its training programme.

153. The Board of Governors had approved an in
crease in quotas and if all countries took up the pro
posed increases, the Fund's resources would rise by
$5,800 million dnd its holdings of gold and of the six
currencies drawn upon in recent years by 75 per cent.

154. Several representatives expressed appreciation
of the Fund's contrihution to external convertibility in
western Europe and welcomed the proposed increase in
the Fund's resources. The Fund was also commended
for the financial assistance it had given to various coun
tries, both directly and through stand-by agreements:
for its consultations and for its help in drawing up
economic stabilization programmes. It was noted that
despite the improvement in the international payments
situation the dollar crisis wa! not really over. It \vas
suggested that it would be desirable for the Fund to
study the possibility of using its increased resources to
mitigate the effects of fluctuations in primary product
prices and for it to deal with national monetary policies.
Several representatives expressed concern at the effects
on under-deve1oned countries of the worsening of their
international p1. ments situation due to deteriorating
terms of trade; in this connexion, reference was made
to the special responsibilities of the great industrial
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nations. Several representatives also referred to the
dangers of inflation, which increased rather than solved
the difficulties of under-developed countries, and to
the fact that ecC'nomic stabilization depended on mone
tary and fiscal policies only in the short run, requiring
more fundamental policies in the long run.

155. In his reply, the :Vlanaging Director said he
agreed that the large industrial countries had responsi
hilities towards uwler-developed countries with regard to
the effects of falls in prices of primary products. Those
resp01l3ibilities included the institution of an'..i-recession
policies and more liberal trade policies: the provision of
eapital for development and of special commodity ar
rangements, to which the Fund ir,tended to devote more
attention in future. The suggestion that the Fund should
use it. increased resources to provide finance in con
nexion with problems of commodity prices should be
judged on its own merits after the completion of the
study that was being made by the United Nations.
He did not agree that the Fund's only function was to
correct maladjustments in normal relations, inasmuch
as article I of the Articles of Agreement of the Fund
called on it expressly to deal with general financial
policies and problems of employment. It was important
that all members of the Fund should participate in the
Fund's consultations as thev would be directed more
and more towards generai questions of policy as
defined in article I of the Articles of Agreement. The
modus operandi of such consultations would have to
be examined closely in the near future.

156. At the conclusion of the debate, the Council
took note (resolution 706 (XXVII)) of the report
of IMF.

157. At its twenty-eighth session, in the course of
its debates on the world economic situation, the Council
had before it General Assembly resolution 1322 (XIII),
on the promotion of international co-operation in the
field of trade.
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158. At its twenty-seventh session the Council dealt
with particular aspects of the question of the economic
development of under-developed countries, including
problems of industrialization and productivity, sources
of energy, international co-operation in cartography,
and land reform. It also considered the al.nual reports
of the International Bank for Reconstruction and De
velopment and the International Finance CorpQration.
At its twenty-eighth session, in addition to giving fur
ther attention to some of the above problems, the
Council examined the current situation of, and prospects
for, international co-operation for economic develop
ment and reviewed the means which had been suggested
for accelerating economic growth through international
action.

159. The documentation before the Council and the
action of the Council in relation to individual items of
this discussion1 arc described in part A of the present
chapter. Part B relates to the Council's discussions of
questions of technical assistance and of the first report
of the Governing Council of the Special Fund.

160. The Council also had before it at its twenty
eighth session a progress report on techniques of re
sources and requirements surveys (E/3267 and Add.!)2
which \vas presented to it by the Secretary-General
in accordance with Council resolution 614 C (XXII).
In pursuance of suggestions made by the Secretary
General at the twenty-sixth session (E/3134,3 para. 47)
and approved by the Council at that time (resolution
693 B (XXVI), al1l1ex) , the progress report related
to techniques of surveys in three selected fields: demo
graphy (human resources), water resources and carto
graphy.

A
Section I. International co-operation for eco

nomic development of under-developed coun
tries**
161. The Council at its twenty-eighth session con

sidered an interim report prepared by the Secretary
General (E/3258 and Add.I-2)·1 in accordance with

*For information regarding the demographic activities of
the Council see chapter VI, section n. '

1 E/SR.1085-1087, E/SR.1089; E/AC.6/SR,2'72-273.
:! Official Records of the Economic alld Social Council,

Twenty-eighth Session, Annexes, agenda item 5.
3 Ibid., Twenty-sixth Session, A,Plexes, agenda item 3.
** The provisional agenda for the fourteenth session of the

General Assembly includes the sub-item: "Economic develop
ment cif under-developed countries: report of the Secretary
General on measures taken by the Governments of Member
States to further the economic development of under-developed
countries in accordance with General Assembly resolution
1316 (XIII)".

4 Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 1316 (XIII) a
final report will be submitted to the General Assembly at its
fourteenth session.

General Assembly resolution 1316 (XIII). The report
contained statements submitted by Governments on the
measures which they had taken or contemplated taking
to assist under-developed cuuntries, and, in the cast:
of the Governments of the under-developed countries
themselves, on the measures which they had decided
to take in order to advance i p,ir economic and social
progress. It contained also a",;, 'mary of this informa
tion under the fonowing headl ," : techn;cal assistance,
financing of economic developm..:l1t, scientific co
operation, long-term planning, and expansion of inter
national trade.

162. In the course of the debate in the Council,
note was taken of the increasing co-operation among
States, which was evidenced by the active intere:" ex
pressed and the measures reported by Governments.
The nmgnitude of the task of narrowing the gap be
tween developed and under-developed countries was
such, however, that emphasis was put on the need to
continue and intensify this co-operation by all possible
means.

163. In its resolution 740 A (XXVIII) the Coun
cil :lrged 7\fen.'Jer States to proceed as fully and rapidly
as possible with all practical programmes and plans
for further assisting the economic development of the
under-developed countries.

Sectiou ll. Suggested means of acce)erating
economic growth through international action

16-1-. The Council also had before it, at its twenty
eighth session, a report prepared by the Secretary
General (E/3259)2 under General Assemhly resolution
1323 (XIII). The report gave an analytical summary
of the various suggestions and proposals made in the
United Nations economic bodies during recent years
on such topics relating to economic development as
primary commodities a~ld international commodity
trade, the development of resources, industrialization,
technical assistance and financing. The report tuok
account of the information transmitted by Govern
ments to the Secretary-General under General Assembly
resolution 1316 (XIII).

165. The picture emerging from the Council's
review of these suggestions and proposals was fflund to
he an encouraging one. The Council recognized the
effectiveness of the efforts being made through the
United Nations and other international institutions and
arrangements to promote the economic growth of less
developed countries. Some delegations stressed the need
for more practical steps and intensified concerted action
to tackle the most important problems confronting
under-developed countries. Among those problems, that
of strengthening international commodity trade was men
tioned in particular. In its resolution 740 A (XXVIII)
the Council transmitted to the General Assembly the

17
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analytical summary prepared by the Secret!lry-General
(E/3259) togt>ther with the comments made thereon
during the twenty-eighth session,

Section Ill. International flow of private capital

166. In the llisl'ussio!1 of international co-operation
and action for economic development, attention was
drawn to the problems encolllltl'red in the financing of
such dl'\'e1opml'llt, \ \'ith rdcrenct' to the recognized
need for supplementing' llomcstic capital formation in
lml1l'r-den'lopl'd l'Olllltries with largt" and sustained
intlows ot fL1reign l'apital. the role that private invest
ment from abroad cn~lld play \\'as discussed on the hasis
of the report on the [lltt'rJlatioJlal Flm,' of Pri'l'ale
Capital. Iv56-1 05S (E/32-+9),;; Some delegations ex
pressed the dew that private investments were not a
satisfactory form of oUbide help as they were made
where the return was highest and not where the need
was greatest. ~e\'l'ral delegations. on the other hand,
",e!comcd the main conclusions of the report, namely,
that priva~e capital ilwested abroad from the main
~apital-sl1T)plying cuuntries had rea~hed new high levels
in recent years. that \\'estern Europe was re-emerging
as an important supplier of capital and that interna
tional portfolio investments were regaining importance.
It was recog'llized. however, that the distribution of
capital remained very uneven with regard to both geo
graphical regions and industries, the less developed
countries which did not have impc:tant natural re
sources attracting little private investment. The provision
of official capital in the form of grants or low-interest
loans was cO:lsidered to be indispensable.

167. In its resolution 740 D (XXYIII) the Coun
di, noting General .-\ssembly resolution 1317 (XIII)
in which the :\ssen~bly urged :Member States to con
tinue working for the establishment of a United Nations
capital dewlopment fund, called npon States Members
of the Lnited Nations or members of the specialized
agencies to give further consideration to the General
Assembly resolution and to continue to examine the
possibility of contributing financial resources that might
serve to accelerate economic development, giving con
sideration to the means envisaged in that resolution as
well as to other means which had been proposed or
referred to in the discussions or documents of the Coun
cil or the General Assembly.

SectioIt. IV. International ~ax problems

168. At its twenty-eighth session, the Council had
before it a survey of recent government measures relat
i.ng to foreign investments (E/3249, annex Ill) cov
ering inter alia relevant tax developments in capital
importing and capital-exporting countries. It was noted
that, in recent years, many capital-importing countries
had not only adopted measures to stimulate foreign
private investment but had put the administration of
those measures on a more systematic basis, while some
capital-exporting countries had reappraised their tax
treatment of profits derived from inveiJtment abroad.

169. The Council had before it also a study
(E/3Z7Z) of the Swedish taxation of private Swedish
investments abroad, the fourth in a series of country

5 United Nations publication, Sules No.: 59.ILD.2. This re
pvrt was the first of the triennial reports to be prepared under
General Assembly .resolution 824 (IX) as amended by resolution
1035 (XI).
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studies of taxation of foreign private investments.6 The
Secretary-General proposedT that the series should be
terminated since information of this kind was now being
published in co-operation with the Secretariat by a
private research institution, it being understood that
the Secretariat would continue research on taxntion of
foreign investments for supporting technical assistance
operations, for revenue programming in the under
developed countries and for the purposes of its current
studies on industrial financing and on private capital
mo\·ements. The Council agreed with this proposaL1l

Section V. Reports of the International Bank
for Reconstruction and Development and the
International Fina.."1ce Corporation

170. At its twenty-seventh session the Council con
sidered9 the annual reports of the International Bank
for Reconstruction and Development and the Interna
tional Finance Corporation, together with supplements
outlining the principal activities of those organizations
to 31 January and 15 :\larch 1959 respectivelyYI

171. In a statement to the Council, the President
of the Banl<- referred to the expansion in the Bank's
activity. During the past twelve months the Bank had
made thirty-four loans totalling more than $750 million.
The loans hau gone to Asia ($400 million), Latin
Americn ($150 million), Africa ($110 million) and
Europe ($90 million), During the same period the
Bank had issued bonds in excess of $630 million, three
fifths of them outside the United States and one-fifth
in currencies other than the United States dollar.

172. The Governors of the Bank had approved the
doubling ot its capitaL In view of that fact and of
proposals for establishing new regional lending insti
tutions in Latin America and the Middle East, there
,vas a good prospect that the amount of public capital
availablt. for the promotion of economic growth would
continue to increase. That prospect should be a powerful
incentive to countries to mobilize their own capital
resources, without which no lasting success could be
achieved. The need for mobilizing domestic capital was
especially important in relation to public utilities; the
Bank had repeatedly stressed that charges should be
adequate not only to cover the cost, but also to help
finance expansion.

1'73. The Bank;'s non-financial activities in the
period under review included missions to advise coun
tries on measures for the development of their econo
mies, work in connexion with the peaceful uses of atomic

6 Previous studies dealt with the Netherlands (E/2865/Add.
1), Belgium (E/2865/Add.2) and the United Kingdom (E/
3074/Add.!).

7 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Cmmcil,
Twenty-eighth Session, Annexes, agenda item 4, document E/
3274, para. 13.

8 See chapter VIII, section n.
9 E/SR.1054, 1055.
10 International Bank for Reconstruction and Development,

Thirteenth Annual Report, 1957-1958 (Washington, D.C.),
transmitted to the Council by a note of the Secretary-General
(E/3198) ; and "Supplement to the thirteenth annual report: A
summary of Bank activities from July 1, 1S58, to January 31,
1959", transmitted to the Council by a no"~' of the Secretary
General (E/3198/Add.!). International Finance Corporation,
Second Annual Report, 1957-1958 (Washington, D. C.), trans
mitted to the Council by a note of the Secretary-General (E/
3199); and "Supplement to the second annual report: A sum
mary of developP-lents in the Corporation from September 11,
1958, to March 15, 1959", transmitted to the Council by a
note of the Secretary-General (E/3199/Add.!).
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energy, e~coura~ement to i~dustrial.developmentbanks,
collabora~lO~ wI~h t~e Umted Nations Special Fund,
and mediatIOn 111 dIsputes between member Govern
ments.

l7..J.. Referring to the report of the IFC, the Presi
dent of the Bank noted an increase in activities: so far
th{ IFC had made fourteen investment commitments in
seven countries, amounting to a total of $13 million.
T~e Corpora~ion's st~fF had. visited thirty-eight coun
tnes to exanune spl'clfic projects or make contacts.

175.. Se;'eral speakers expressed appreciation of the
eXpanSlOll m the Bank's financial and other activities
and especially of its help to under-developed countries:
It wu-- noted. however, that the amount of the Bank's
loans was relatively small compared to the loss in im
porting capacity which the primary producing countries
had sustained during the period. Several representatives
stresse~ the difficulties e":,perienced by under-developed
~ountnes and referred m particular to the problems
111volv~d in estahlishing adequate utility rates. It was
recoglllzed that the Bank's borrowing and lendincr activi
ties had both been better balanced geographically.
Ther~ w~s some .discussion .of the adequacy of the
Bank s cltrect. lendm~ to agnculture and industry as
compared t~ It~ lendmg for the purpose of expand;.ng
the economIc mfra-structure. Several representatives
welcomed the increased flexihility in the Bank's lendinO'

. b 0operatlOns, ut suggested that the gnnting of loans
might he speeded up. Rf,;",.ence was made to the Bank's
collaboration with other existing public agencies and
to the desirability of establishing new ones such as
the International Development Association' and the
Special United Nations Fund for Economic Develop
ment (SUNFED). Appreciation was expressed of the
increase in private lending, without the Bank's guar
antee, in conjunction with the Bank's loans.

176. Several representatives commended the work
of the IFC and a suggestion was made that its activities
?hould be expanded and that it should begin to issue
Its own bonds at an early date in order to increase the
res~urces at its disposal. Whi1e the Corporation was
praIsed for its increased flexibility, mention was made
of the fact that it had so far operated only in the more
advanced of the less developed countries and it was
stated that it had attributed relatively little importance
to the development of industries owned by the nationals
of the borrowing countries.

177. In his reply, the President of the Bank said
that almost 20 per cent of the Bank's loans had been
made for industry but that it was often necessary to
help countries establish their basic utilities first. In
connexion with its aid to industry he mentioned the
Bank's loans to national development banks. He also
referred to indirect benefits to agriculture which had
resulted from many of the Bank's loans to other sectors.
The Bank was making a constant effort to reduce
delays and formalities but sometimes the delays were
caused by the Governments of borrowing countries,
V;hich were slow in adopting the necessary administra
tIve and legal measures. Regarding the Bank's non
financial activities, he stated that the Bank had assisted
sixteen countries in drafting development programmes
and was now assisting three others. Finally, he said
that the IFC would soon be ready to extend its
activities further.

178. At the conclusion of the c1ehate the Council
took note (resolution 707 (XXVII)) of the reports
of the Bank and the IFC.
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Section VI. Industrialization and productivity

179, At its twenty-seventh session. the Council had
before it the report of the Advisory Comt.littee OIl the
Work Programme on Industrialization to the Secretary
General (E/32l3),n prepared in accordance with Coun
cil resolution 674 A (XXV); memoranda presented
to the Committee for discussion by certain of its mem
ber~ (E/3213(Add.!);l1 the third progress report
on uuplementatlOn of the work programme on indus
tria1iz~tio.n (E/32l9),12 .prepared. by the Secretary
General 111 accordance WIth CouncIl resolution 597 A
(XXI) ~ th~ report on Management of Industrial
Enterprises m .Under-De1Jeloped Countries,13 prepared
by the Secretanat under its programme of work, largely
on the basls of the discussions of a panel of experts
which met at Headquarters in the autumn of 1957 and
the second issue of the Bulletin on Industrialidation
and Productivity.a

180. In the debate,lll many representatives informed
the Council of the progress of industrialization in
their countries. Some representatives from economically
under-developl~d countries drew attention to a certain
number of difficulties which hampered their efforts in
that direction, in particular the instability in foreign
exchange earnings, due to fluctuations in world com
modity prices an? in the economic activity in the more
anvanced ..:ountnes. They stressed the need for pro
gressive economic integration and for the gradual
diversification of economic activities, in particular of
exports, as a means of strengthening their economies
and promoting their ipdustrial development.
181. 1:fem~ers. of t~e Council g:eneralIy approved of
the bas1c cntena whIch the AdVISOry Committee had
proposed for the general orientation of the programme
of work of the United Nations Secretariat on indus
trialization. They agreed that the programme should
be ~ev~loped ~o. as. to contrib'.1te to the promotion of
rapId mdustnahzatlOn of under-developed countries
and that the nature of the work should be such that
Governments could use the results to meet their practi
cal needs. There was general agreement that the cen
tral position and responsibilities of the United Nations
in. promcting economic development made it appro
pn~te to entrust the Secretariat with certain task:;
whIch could not be perfor!'11ed as efficiently elsewhere;
and tbat. even closer relatIons than in the past should
be estabhshed between research projects under the pro
gramme of work on industrialization and the technical
ass!s!a.nce operations. of the United Nations, including
aCtIvIt~es of. the SpeCIal Fund, as regards both servicing
operatlOns 111 the field and the orientation of research.

182. Most Tnembers agreed that projects such as
those relating to industrial zones or estates and small
s~ale industries were consistent with the first ,::riterion
smce ~ey should be of immediate use to under-developed
countnes. Many members of the Council stressed the
usefulness of the research work which the Secretariat
was doing _'11 projects involving studies on industry
and plant levels; others endorsed the view of the Ad
visory Committee that the scope of the Secretariat's

11 Official Records. of the Economic and' Social Council
Twellty-s(?1)/enth S.:sswn, Annexes agenda item 5 documenf
E/3213 and Add.1-2. ' ,

12 Ibid., agenda item 5.
13 pn~ted Nat~ons publication, Sales No.: 58.n.B.5.
14 Umted Natlons publication, Sales No.: 59.IT RI.

26~~ E/SR,I049-1051, 1053, 1056-1058, 1060; E/AC.6/SR,256-



research work should be widened so as to include macro
economic studies (e.g., projects on planning and pro
gramming of industrial developnwnt).

183. As regards the second criterion, there was
agreement that it was appropriate for the Secretariat
to act as a clearing-house for the colLction, analysis
and dissemination of certain types of information, st1ch
as experience obtained in technical assistance operations
carried out by various organizations. In a more gen
eral way, it was felt that it was desirable for the Secre
tariat to organize the pooling and dissemination of
knowledge and experience on different subjects in the
field of industry, bv means of conferences. seminars.
symposia and tIie like.

18-1-. l\Iembers of the Council stated their approval
of the recommendations of the Advisory Committee
relating to substantive servicing of technical assist,:nce
operatiuns and, in particular, of those tending to im
prove the selection and briefing of experts and to estab
lish closer links between the provision of expert advice
and the fellowship programme of tht countries con
cerned. One representative favoured the provision of
substantive servicing of technical assistance operations
at the programming stage.

185. In reply to certain members who expressed
concern at the number and scope of the projects pro
posed by the Advisory Committee, the representative
of the Secretary-General pointed cut that the Council's
discussions over the past years had shown that most
representatives had considered the Secretariat's work
programme on industrialization to be inadequate in
scope and coverage. Some representatives proposed that
the question of priorities in the work programme should
be further considered by the Council at its twenty-ninth
session, in the light of the five-year programmes to be
discussed at the twenty-eighth session.16

186. All members approved of the organizational
arrangements made by the Secretary-General for im
plementing the programme. Different views, ho"wever,
were expressed concerning the need to reconvene the
Advisory Commitcee in 1960, and several representa
tives restated their view, expressed at previous ses
sions of the Council, that a special body or agency should
be established within the United Nations to deal with
industrialization problems.

187. Some members said that wider dissemination
of the studies prepared by the Secretariat would con
siderably enhance their usefulness to Governments and
suggested that measures be taken to that effect.

18&. At the conclusion of the debate, the Council
adopted a resolution (709 A (XXVII)) in which it
commended the Secretary-General for the work carried
out so far on the industrialization programme, and
noted with appreciation the report and recommenda
tions of the Advisory Committee, with regard to further
development of the work programme and its implementa
tioll. It requested the Secretary-General to prepare, in
the light of the five-year programmes to he discussed
at the twenty-eighth session of the Council, proposals
for future work on industrialization for consideration
by the Council at its twenty-ninth session, with a
view to further discussion by the Council of pri
orities in the work programme. The Council also
requested the :3ecretary-General to give due emphasis
in the programme tc studies relating to methods of
programming or planning of industrialization, bearing

10 See chapter VIL, section n, paragraphs 591 to 594.
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in tllind that such studies would provide a basis for
technical assistance given to Governments in that field
and having regard to the work undertaken by th~
regional economic commissions; and, meanwhile, to lay
particular emphasis on projects of direct practical \"ahie
to economic development, e.g., projects concerning small
industries, industrial zones and estates, management
techniqu{'s, and technological research institutes. It
welcomed the action of the Secretary-General in raising
the status of the Secretariat's Industry Section to
that of a branch of the Bureau of Economic Affairs and
urged him to consider strengthening further the or
ganization and the work programme of the United
Nations in the field of industrialization and it also sup
ported the use of consultants either individually or as
an advisory group. It emphasized the desirability of
encouraging, nationally and regionally, the organiza
tion of seminars, consultations and training C'entrt>~

for the practical implementation of the results of re
search and studies already carried out under the pro
gramme and to be carried out in the future; and in
vited the regional economic commissions to consider
the inclusion in their work programmes of seminars anci
symposia 011 ~pecific topics designed to further the
purposes of the industrialization programme of tht>
United Nations. The Council recommended that a
closer relationship should be established between the
industrialization programme and the activities of the
Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance and the
Special Fund; and expressed the desirability of con
tinuing, and where necessary further extending, co
operation between the Secretary-General and the spt>
cialized agencies in the field of industrialization. Finally,
it urged the Secretary-General to adopt appropriate
measures for the widest possible dissemination of
~tudies and reports carried out under the industrializa
tion programme, including the Bulletin on Industrializa
tion and Producti·c'ity.

189. In resolution 709 B (XXVII), the Council
noted with satisfaction the efforts which certain groups
of under-developed countries were making to bring
about their progressive economic integration and the
gradual diversification of their economic activities;
recognized the valuable co-operation which the United
Nations, through the Council's regional economic com
missions, and the specialized agencies were lending to
the countries seeking those objectives; and recom
mended to the afore-mentioned organizations that thev
assign a high priority, in the elaboration of their pro
gramme of work. to the assistance needed by countries
seeking to diversify their exports, especially where ef
forts to that end were undertaken jointly by the public
and private sectors of industry,17

Section VII. Development of energy resources

190. At its twentv-seventh session, the Council had
before it a report on "'Vork done and recommendations
concerning energy development" (E/3212 and Add.l )18
and a report on "Recent developments relating to new
sources of energy and recommendations regarding the
agenda for an intemational conference" (E/3218).18
Both reports had been prepared by the Secretary
General pursuant to Council resolution 653 (XXIV).

17 See also section VII below.
18 Official ReC01'ds of the Ecollomk and Social C'JUllcil,

Twenty-seventh Session, Annexes, agenda item 5.
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191. The review in the tirst-mentioned relJort was
based on a survey of the studies, reports and work pro
grammes of the United ;\at ions in tilt' energy field
and took into account the rt'latecl activitie~ of the spe
cializell agencies and other international organizations.
The report cowre(l the work in respt·t·t of general
energy prohlems (rl'sourCt's. requiremt'nts. tradt' and
prices), ~onventional fuels, nO:.J-conventional energy and
electric power. It also inclnded an analysis of experience
gaim'd and prohlel1l~ t'nclltmtered in technical assistance
in the enl'rgy field and presented a Iltunher of recom
mendations concerning future wurk.

192. One such rt'cOlmnendation was that the l'nited
;\ations should at an early \late attt'll1pt to dewlap
methods for economic appraisals of energy resources
on a comparahle international hasis, with the help of
a panel of experts ancI in co-operation with international
organizations concerned. such as the \ YorId rower
Conference. Another was that long-term costs and prices
of fuel and power should h::- analysed for selected
countries as a priority task.

193. TII1t' report further pointed out that a numhl'r
of economic aspects of elll'rgy cIewlopment in under
developed cotl<ltries had as vet received little attentioll,
and suggested as one way of approaching this prohlem.
the convening of seminars for various officials of puhlic
works and ministries.

19-1-. Lastly. the report recommended that a com
prehensiw St1rvev of technical assistance activities in
the field of energ}' be undertaken as a first step towards
improving co-ordination of the assistance rendered.

195. The report on "Recent developments relating
to 'lew sources of energy' and recommendations regard
ing the agenda for an internationa' cop ',-rence"
(E/3218) 18 covered rlevelopments since the publication
of the previous study, which was entitled N e'W sources
of ('nag)' fInd ('conomic d("Z'('!opm('nt (E/2997).19 It
was based on material from various sources, including
sev;ral scientific hackground papers provided hy
UNESCO.

196. In accordan,e with General Assemblv reso
lution 1319 (XIII). the Council had before it "another
document, namtiy. th<' report of the Symposium on the
Development of Petroleum Resources of Asia and the
Far East, held at New Delhi, in December 1958, under
the auspices of ECAFE (E/3203).20 .

197. In the debate,21 members of the Council ex
pressed their appreciation of the report on energy de
velopmen:. The concrete proposals contained therein
were regarded as deserving serious consideration. The
report on new sources of energy \\'as also commendecI.
2nd the tentative agenda for an interiJational confer
ence was generally approved in principle.

198. The importance of providing countries which
had a choice between alternative sources of power with
the basis for a proper economic appraisal was generally
stressed. In this connexion, the view was expressed
that the scope of the responsibilities of the staff at
Headquarters. that of the regional economic commis
sions and that of lAEA should be \vell defined to ensure
co-ordination of effort and avoid overlapping and that
the Secretary-General should be asked to prepare a
memorandum on the division of work among those
groups.

19 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 1957.II.B.1.
20 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 59.n.F.3, part one.
21 E/SR.1049-10~l, 1053, 1056-1058; E/AC.6/SR.256-261.
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19Y. Some members duubted that studies on lung
term costs and prices of fuel in -'elected cOi.1l1tries should
receive priority at the current stage. However, most
members favoured the Secretary-General'::; recommenda
tion cuncerning the holding of seminars on economic
aspects of energy development.

200. :\s regards new sources of energy. memhers
endorsed the selection. in ~:te report, of solar energy,
wind energy and geothermic energy as the three sources
meriting emphasis of the current time. The suggestion
was made. howewr. that future studies might include
chemical fuels as well. There was general approval of
the emphasis placerl on practical application. It was
recognizcd that the success of the forthcoming con
ference would greatly depend on careful advance prepa
ration. Attention was called to the fact that the indus
trialized countries were in a position to make greater
eontrihutions in Yiew of their adyanced technical
knowlt'dge of the fields in question.

201. Some mt'mhers felt that certain aspects oi the
proposed agenda should Ill' clarified. either in consulta
tion with the Governments concerned or in an ad hoc
committee of experts. and it was suggested that the
agenda and the timing of the conference should be left
open until the restl'1ts of the preliminary meetings were
available. Other members felt however that the meet
ings of experts should serve to expedite the conferenet·
rather than to postpone it. A proposal that the terms
of reference of the conference he extended to encompass
conventional sources of energy recehoecl little support.

202. The Council also discussed the report on the
SympositllTI on the Development of Petroleum Resources
of Asia and the Far East. The view was expressed
that the United Nations should encourage the organi
zation of such 3ymposia in other regions, as a means
of ascertaining the problems common to different coun
tries and of helping to co-ordinate efforts. It was also
stressed that under-developed countries should be given
concrete assis:ance in the prospecting for, and exp:oita
tion of. their petroleum deposits. The proposal was
mhde that a committee of experts should be convened
to examine specific ways of including the development
of petroleum resources in the economic and technical
assistance programmes of the United Nations and the
specialized agencies. Lastly, it \vas proposed that the
report on the Symposium, together with the records of
the Council's discTtssion. should be transmitted to the
regional economic commissions.

:203. Statements were made by the representatives
of IAEA and UNESCO on the '''ark those agencies
were doing in the energy field. -

204. At the conclusion of the debate, the Council
adopted two resolutions (710 (XXVII) and 711
(XX\'II) ). each in two parts. In resolution 710 A
(XXVII) , the Council commended the Secretary"
General for his report on new sources of energy and ?

quested him to take apFopriate measures for the holding
of a United Nations conference on solar energy, wind
power and geothermic energy, with particular reference
';0 their application. The conference was to be held if
possible in 1961 but not later than in 1962. on the basis
of the agenda suggested in the report (E/3218. part I).
taking into account any clarifications or modifications
which the Governments of Member States and )he
specialized agencies concerned might wish to hring to
the Secretary-General's attention. Moreover, the agenda
was to take into account such modifications as mig'ht
seem advisable after the meetings of experts which the
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Secretary-General was also asked to convene, in con
sultation with the interested Governments and the spe
cialized agencies, not later than the last (luarter of
1960. The latter would be preliminary meetings for the
purpose of exchanging information on research under
taken and results obtained in the application of the
new sources, in particular geothermic energy U:ld solar
energy, the reports of which would be transmitted to
the conference. The Secretarv-General was also imited
to report to the Council. not later than at its tHrtieth
session. on the action taken under the resolution.

205. In resolution 710 13 (XXVII) the Council
took note of the report on energy development and
requested the Secretary-General to develop a method
ology for the appraisal of energy resources on a usefully
comparable basis on the national, regional or other
appropriate level. The Governments of Member Stat~s

were invited to provide the Secretary-General, at hIS
request, with such information as might be required
for developing the methodology. Fm-ther, the Secretary
General was asked to arrange, at the request of the
Governments of interested l\Iember States, for the
preparation of seminars at the regional or other appro
priate level to be held in order to promote better under
standing of the economic problems connected with the
development of energy resources in under-developed
countries, taking into account the work done by go\"
ernmental, inter-governmental and non-governmental or
ganizations and institutions. Lastly, the Council decided
that experts from scientific institutions and interested sec
tors of industry in participating countries might, at the
request of their Governments, take part in such seminars.

206. On the basis of recommendations in the
Secretary-Genera!'s report on energy development and
in the report of the Advisory Committee on the
Work Programme on Industrialization (E/3213 and
Add.l-2) 22. 23 the Council also adopted a resolution
(711 A (XXVII)) in which the Secretary-General waS
requested to report to the Council at its twenty-eighth
session on the feasibility and potential usefulness of
collecting, analysing and disseminating the experience
obtained in multilateral, regional, bilateral and national
technical assistance projects and related activities in the
field of industrialization and energy resources.

207. In resolution 711 B (XXVII), the Council
transmitted the report of the Symposium on the Devel
opment of Petroleum Resources of Asia and the Far
East and the relevant records of the twenty-seventh
session to the regional economic commissions.

208. At its twenty-eighth session the Council had
before it24 the report submitted by the Secretary
General in accordance with resolution 711 A (XXVII)
(E/3273).25 The report stated that in the time available
it had not been possible to go into all aspects of the ques
tion. It was felt taat a comprehensive survey and analy
sis of technical assistance experience would be useful,
but that to undertake such a task on a comprehensive
scale would make a heavy demand on the resources
of the Secretariat. The feasibility of such a survey
would depend partly upon the availability of material
and partly upon its volume and the staff required to
handle it. It was suggested that the Secretariat might

220fficiol Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Twenfy-sevellth SI!SSiOIl, Anne:t:es, agenda item 5.

23 See also section VI above.
24 EjAC.6jSR,272, 273; EjSR,1085-1087, 1089.
25 Official Records of the Economic and S ocwl CO1I1l!cil,

Twenty-eighth Sessi01l, Anne.res, agenda item 5.

tackle t.;e problem on a selective and experimental basis,
concentrating first on the experience gathereu, for ex
ample, as regards energy on electrification, and as re
gards industrialization on problems of programming
and planning industrial development.

209. The Council concurred with the views ex
pressed in the Secretary-General's report. In the debate
it was noted that the proposed work had no financial
implications for the time being and that, if the sug
gested arrangements proved successful, the Council
would have an opportnnity at a later date to examine
the financial implications of broadening the scope of
the work.

210. In its resolution 740 C (XXVIII), the Coun
cil requested the Secretary-General to undertake, ini
tially on a selective and experimental basis, the collec
tion, analysis and dissemination of experience obtained
in multilateral, regional, bilateral and national technical
assistance in the field of industrialization and energy
resources a:1d to report to it from time to time on
progress achieved in this work.

211. Recalling its resolutions 710 13 (XXVII),
711 13 (XXVII) and 345 A (XII), the Council. in
resolution 740 B (XXVIII), requested the Secretary
General to inform it, if possible at its twenty-ninth
session, of the studies so far undertaken by the United
Nations and its subordinate bodies in connexion with
the development of petroleum resources in under
developed countries, and to include in his report a list
of the projects concerned with petroleum matters so
far undertaken under the technical assistance and devel
opment programme of the United Nations and the spe
cialized agencies. It invited him to make available to
interested participating Governments particulars of the
specific ways in which the programmes established
under the auspices of the United Nations could assist
in the development of petroleum supplies in under
developed countries, and it decided to consider at a
later session, in the light of the information provided
and of the demand expressed by Member States,
whether additional assistance to Governments in that
field, within the framework of the existing technical
assistance and development activities of the United
Nations and the specialized agencies, was called for.

Section VIll. International co-operation in
cartography

212. The Second United Nations Regional Carto
graphic Conference for Asia and the Far East, con
vened in pursuance of Council resolution 600 (XXI),
was held in Tokyo from 21 October to 1 November
1958. The Government of Japan acted as host. Repre
sentatives from twenty-eight Governments and ob
servers from five inter-governmental or international
non-governmental scientific organizations attended the
meeting.

213. The Conference examined the questions of
furthering regional co-operation in cartography and
discussed technical questions in various branches of
cartography. Information was exchanged on standard
procedures and newly developed techniques of particular
interest to the region. The Conference paid special
attention to the application of accurate cartographic
data and modern surveying methods in surveys and in
the exploitation of natural resources, and in studies
of economic and social planning. It also considered
projects of world-wide interest such as the International
Map of the World on the Millionth Scale (IMW),

22
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general bathymetric charts, world aeronautical charts,
and the international standardization of the spelling and
transliteration of names. The Conference adopted thirty
five resolutions, which are set out in its report
(E/CONF.25/3 ).26

214. The Conference believed that its deliberations
had provided valuable information for a better approach
to the cartographic problems of the region at both the
international and the national levels and recommended
the l'onvening of the next such conference not later
than in 1961.

215. The Council considered27 the report of the Con
ference together with the Secretary-General's report
on the subject (E/3209 and Add.l-4)28 at its twenty
seventh session. In view of the increasing interest shown
by Governments in participating in the work of the
previous conferences and taking into account the
recommendation of the Tokyo conference, the Coun
cil requested the Secretary-General (resolution 714
(XXVII» to consult the Governments of the States
Members of the United Nations or members of the
specialized agencies concerned on the convening, not
later than in 1961, of a third United Nations regional
cartographic conference for Asia and the Far East and
on the date, place and agenda of the conference, and to
report to the Council at its twenty-ninth session.

216. The Council also considered27 the report of
the Secretary-General (E/3209 and Add.1-4)28 on
consultations with Governments on his draft programme
for achieving international uniformity in the writing
of geographical names (E/3209, para. 11), prepared
in accordance with paragraph 4 (a) of Cou!1cil reso
lution 600 (XXI). The debates in the Council and
the replies received indicated that many Governments
had expressed their interest in the question. It was
recognized that the work in this field involved two
basic questions: the standardization in one form of
geographical names at the national level by the country
concerned and the agreement on standard methods of
transliteration of the accepted form into other languages
at the international level. There was also general agree
ment on the need for an extensive exchange of tech
nical information through a central body, and on the
implementation by the United Nations of the interna
tional standardization in the field.

217. The Council requested the Secretary-General
(resolution 715 A (XXVII») (a) to provide en
couragement and guidance to those nations wLich had
no national organization for the standardization and
co-ordination of geographical names to establish such
an organization and to produce national gazetteers at
an early date; (b) to take the necessary steps to ensure
the functions of a central clearing-house for geographi
cal names, including: the collection of gazetteers; and
the collection and dissemination of information con
cerning the technical procedures adopted by Member
States for standardization of domestic names, and con
cerning the techniques and systems used by each 1fem
ber State in the transliteration of the geographical
names of other countries.

218. The Secretary-General was also requested to
set up a small group of consultants chosen, with due

26Secolld Ullited Nations Regional Cartographic COllference
for Asia and the Far East, 20 October-1 November 1958,
Tokyo, Japan, Vo!. 1, Report of the C01lference (United Na
tions publication, Sales No.: 59.I.9).

27 E/SR.1063, 1064, 1066.
28 Official Records of the Economic a1ld Social Cou1lcil,

Twenty-seve1lth Session, Annexes, agenda item 6.
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regard to equitable geographical distribution and to
the different linguistic systems of the world, from those
countries having the widest experience of the problems
of geographical nanles to consider the technical prob
lems of domestic standardization of geographical names,
and to report to the Council at an appropriate session
on the desirability of holding an international con
ference on the subject and of sponsoring working groups
based on common linguistic systems. In addition, the
Council invited the Governments of countries interested
and experienced in the question to make available, at
the request of the Secretary-General, and at their own
expense, consultants to serve on the above group.

219. Finally, the Secretary-General submitted to the
Council at its twenty-seventh session a report (E/3209
and Add.l-4) 28 on his consultations with the Gov
ernments of countries adhering to the conventions on
the International Map of the World on the Millionth
Scale regarding the draft proposal prepared by him
on the Council's request for amending the existing spec
ifications governing the preparation and publication
of IMW sheets (E/3209, para. 21). The sixteen replies
received showed general agreement with the principle
of rendering specifications flexible for the purpose of
accelerating the IMW world-wide coverage. But the
replies from the United Kingdom and the United States
of America, both of which contained proposals for a
more predse definition of the limit of flexibility, differed
as to the definition they suggested.

220. In view of the above considerations, the Coun
cil requested the Secretary-General (resolution 715 B
(XXVII» to urge Governments to furnish their views
on the draft proposal prepared by him. Furthermore,
it asked him to submit to the Council at its twenty
ninth session specific recommendations for amending
the specifications governing the preparation and pub
lication of the IMW sheets, after considering the views
of Governments and in consultation with appropriate
experts.

221. Considering that a knowledge of renewable
natural resources of a country was the indispensable
basis for planning the development and better utilization
of such resources, the Council requested the Secretary
General (resolution 715 C (XXVII» to consult tech
nical organizations with a view to studying the pos
sibility of showing the existing plant cover on the
International Map of the World on the Millionth Scale
by means of suitable symbols, and to report to th~
Council at an appropriate session on the result of his
consultations.

Section IX. Land reform

222. At its twenty-seventh session the Council con
sidered a report on land reform (E/3208)29 prepared
b~ the Secretary-General, in co-~peration particularly
w1th FAO, pursuant to Conncd resolution 649 B
(XXIII). Part I of the report gave an account of
the work undertaken by the United Nations and the
sp.ecialize~ agencies con~erned, either singly or jointly,
w1th a VIew to supporting national measures for l~ .d
reform. Part II presented a prospectus for a fu: t '.'

report on national measures and their effect, to be sub
mitted for consideration by the Council in 1962. It
dealt with various topics selected as possil' le areas of
study within the broad scope of the problem of land
reform, in accordance with paragraph 5 of Council
resolution 649 B (XXIII).

29 Ibid., agenda item 5.
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223. In the debate on land reform8'O there was gen
eral agreement that the implementation of measures
of reform-including measures to ensure long-term
occupancy of land, economic size of holdings, de
velopment of land settlem~nt, and supervised credit
-stimulated capital formation and provided incen
tives for increased production. better use of land
and resources and general economic development. A
number of l' ''''resentatives pointed out that whenever
landholdings were too small and dispersed, opportunities
for land ownership scarce, taxes and government regula
tions too burdensome, and insecuritv of tenure for tenant
operators widespread, poor f:;lrmi~g methods and gen
eral low productivity in agriculture discouraged in
dividual initiative, retarded the application of techno
logical improvements and created a situation in which
labour and resources were wasted and social and eco
nomic growth impeded. Many members emphasized the
beneficial resultr, obtained by Governments through land
reform measures.

224. With regard to the contribution of the United
~ations, and of FAO and other specialized agencies.
it was noted with regret that there had not been many
requests from Governments for technical assistance in
land reform or in integrating land reform programmes
into general economic development plans. Certain repre
sentatives emphasized that the approach to land reform
had become more technical than it had been in the past.
and that the United Nations family, and especially FAO,
was therefore particularly fitted to undertake the col
lection, collation and dissemination of information
pertaining to that field, without which effective land
reform measures were not possible. Other representa
tives suggested that in their view a successful national
land reform programme should include measures for
crop and animal husbandry improvement, rural educa
tion, and the extension of credit facilities for farm
improvement, and that at the same time alternative em
ployment in industrial enterprises for people displaced
from the land should be provided. Some members of
the Council emphasized that to promote the well-being
of those who lived off the land, agricultural workers
and landless farmers should be given access to land,
and that agricultural co-operatives should be encouraged.

225. Some representatives regretted that the Secre
tary-General's report was limited to describing steps
taken by the agencies concerned in the field of research
and investigation, and that it did not give more informa
tion concerning progress made in individual countries
or deal with the substance of land reform measures.
Others suggested that to meet the special requirements
and needs of countries in the various areas more prac
tical studies should be attempted. It was recognized
that the more emphasis the United Nations and the
specialized agencies placed upon the exchange of knowl
edge acquired, the more useful the studies made and the
seminars proposed would be. It was suggested that the
organization of meetings and seminars should be con
tinued as a means of strengthening the exchange of
useful information among the participating neighbour
ing countries. The suggestion was also made that the
United Nations agencies concerned with land reform
might find it useful to establish contact with universities
and institutions dealing with the matter in countries
with a centrally planned economy.

30 EjSR.l049-1051, 1053, 1056-1058, 1060-1061; E/AC.6/SR.
256-261.
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226. During the debate on the next report to be
submitted, many representatives agreed with the gen
eral lines of the prospectus contained in part II of the
report (E/3208), and welcomed the fact that it was
proposed to concentrate on certain specific problems
and to obtain information not only, as in the past, by
means of a triennial questionnaire, but also by other
means. While certain members advocated that Govern
ments should be asked to provide more information
than that requested in past questionnaires on land re
form, others were of the opinion that the use of that
method should be kept to a minimum. Some repre
sentatives suggested that the 1962 report should include
a section summarizing the steps taken by the Govern
ments concerned to implement Council resolution 370
(XIII), arguing that the importance of solving the
problem of land reform was related to that of promoting
national development of agriculture; they held that
land reform was not solely an economic problem but
was also a socio-economic one, and that efficiency con
siderations should not be allowed to stand in the way
of a fairer distribution of land.

227. At the close of the debate, the Council adopted
a resolution (712 (XXVII)) in which it urged States
MemLers of the United Nations and members of the
specialized agencies to continue to implement, as appro
priate, Council and General Assembly resolutions on
land reform. It commended the Secretary-General and
the specialized agencies concerned for activities under
taken for the advancement of land reform as sum
marized in the report on land reform (E/3208) and
requested the Secretary-General, in co-operation with
the specialized agencies concerned, and especially FAO,
to prepare a further report for the Council in 1962
along the lines of the prospectus contained in para
graph 57 of the current report (E/3208), taking into
consideration the sources of information listed in para
graphs 59 and 60 of the report and the views which
Members might express in the Council and the Gen
eral Assembly. The Council invited States Members of
the United Nations and members of the specialized
agencies to supply the Secretary-General and the agen
cies concerned, at their request, with the material
required for the preparation of such a report. It also
recommended that they consider the establishment,
where appropriate, of regional research and training
centres to assist with the continuous study of land tenure
and land use, and it invited FAO and other competeJl"
international agencies to co-operate in the work of sucll
centres.

B

Section X. . United Nations programme of
technical assistance*

228. At its twenty-eighth session the Council con
sidered31 the report of the Secretary-General on the
United Nations programme of technical assistance (E/
3236) ,32 which set forth the activities carried out under
General Assembly resolutions 200 (Ill), 304 (IV),
418 (V), 723 (VIII) and 926 (X). The Council
also had before it information contained in the an
nual report of the Technical Assistance Board to the

*The provisional agenda for the fourteenth session of the
General Assembly includes the item: "Programmes of technical
assistance".

31 E/TAC/SR.186, 187, 189, 191, 195, 196; E/SR.I088.
32 Official Records of the Ecollomic and Social Council,

Twenty-eighth Session., Anne:res, agenda item 7.
33 Ibid., Twenty-eighth Sessioll, SIIpple1llelJt No. 5.
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Technical Assistance Committee (E/322688 and Add.l)
concerning the activities carried out by the United
Nations under the Expanded Programme of Technical
Assistance, as well as the recommendations of TAC
(E/3298) ,3.2 which had reviewed the above-mentioned
reports at the Council's request.

229. The Secretary-General's report on the United
Nations programme of technical assistance (E/3236)
reviewed the services provided to Governments during
1958. The report, which was intended to be considered
in conjunction with the annt~a1 report of TAB to T AC
and to serve as a complement to it, covered the work
both under the regular programmes and the Expanded
Programme and summarized activities by fields of assist
ance, by countries and regions; it also prO\'ided financial
and statistical tables, which included information regard
ing technical assistance rendered in the field of public
administration (see section XI below) . Discussing
programme trends, the report referred to the fact that
the importance that recipient Governments placed on
maintaining the continuity of useful projects of technical
assistance and of avoiding loss of their value by pre
mature curtailment of assistance made it difficult to
add new projects unless the total available resources
were materially increased.

230. In presenting the report to TAC, the Com
missioner for Technical Assistance laid stress on the
need for rendering assistance to wide areas of the con
tinent of Africa. Some progress had been made in
that direction. However, much of the programme im
plemented had been made possible only by adjust
ments in the programmes of other countries and regions.
The Commissioner mentioned the continuing difficulties
encountered in the recruitment of experts and place
ment of fellows. The assistance rendered by various
national committees was helpful in overcoming those
difficulties. The Commissioner reported that the ad
ministrative and operational services costs had amounted
to only 13.2 per cent of the total cost of operations
and that an amount of $140,000 originally allocated
for such costs had been used for field projects. Finally,
he referred to the reorganization of TAA within the
Secretariat, which is discussed in paragraph 597 below.

231. As regards General Assembly resolution 1320
(XIII), on the subject of the desirability and feasibility
of establishing and maintaining rosters of scientific and
technical personnel of the under-developed countries,
the Commissioner informed the Committee that some
agencies maintained such registers 011 a regional and
national basis. The consensus of the agencies was that
the maintenance of a central roster would create
problems of establishing standards for the inclusion of
names, would be difficult to maintain on a current basis
and might prove expensive. Further, they were satisfied
that adequate machinery existed for the efficient recruit
ment of available personnel.

232. During the debate in TAC, members com
mented favourably on the achievements of TAA, and
expressed approval of the application of savings in
administrative and operational services costs to field
projects.

233. With regard to the form of the Secretary
General's report, the Committee requested that in the
future all of the technical assistance activities of the
United Nations be reported on in a single document.
The Committee asked that the report be expanded

113 Ibid., Twenty-eighth St!ssion, Supplellle1~t No. 5.

to include analyses of the facts currently contained in
it, particularly with regard to programme trends and
to the conclusions to be drawn from those trends.

234. The Committee discussed the question of the
desirability of introducing some form of supervision
of the regular programme by an inter-governmental
body. The Commissioner informed the Committee that
the question was being discussed by the Secretary
General's representative with the Advisory Committee
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions.

235. The Committee noted the Commissioner's
statement regarding rosters of scientific and technical
personnel.

236. On the recommendation of TAC, the Council,
in resolution 738 (XXVIII), took note with apprecia
tion of the Secretary-General's report (E/3236).

Sedhm XI. United Nations assistance in public
administraticn*

237. At its twenty-eighth session, the Council had
before if14 a report by the Secretary-General on technical
assistance in public administration (E/3230) 35 and also
a statement made by him (E/3230/Add.1)35 regarding
the progress of the experimental programme for the
provision of operational and executive personnel which
was initiated in 1958 in pursuance of General Assembly
res'11ution 1256 (XIII). The Council also had before
it a report by TAC (E/3298) ,35 to which the Council
had referred those questions for examination.

238. As a result of a request made by the TAC at
the twenty-fourth session, the Secretary-General's re
port continued the practice, begun in 1958, of present
ing an extended and self-contained account of United
Nations activities in the field of public administration
under both the regular programme of technical assist
ance and the Expanded Programme.

239. During the debate in TAC several members
emphasized the importance of sound and efficient ad
ministration for the successful achievement of economic
development and social welfare. Some disappointment
was expressed that requesting Governments were not
making sufficient use of fellowships, and greater em
phasis on regional training institutions and other forms
of concerted action was also advocated. The hope was
expressed that recruitment would be on a widespread
scale and include experts chosen on a regional basis
from under-developed countries familiar with the prob
lems of countries similar to their own. The Committee
took note of the Secretary-General's report (E/3230).

240. In his statement on the progress of the ex
perimental programme, the Secretary-General reported
that, by 8 July 1959, ninety firm requests had been
received from twenty-eight countries. In the case of
nine posts, nominees approved by Governments had
already been appointed or were in the process of ap-

.'pointment, nominations submitted for a further five
posts were awaiting Government approval, and recruit
ment action was in progress for another fifteen posts.
As was to be expected in the implementation of a new
programme, the formulation and clarification of re
quests and the selection of priorities by Governments
took some time. It had also been considered necessary

* Requires actio;;} by the General Assembly. The ..,rovisional
agenda for the fourteenth session includes the item: "Pro
grammes of technical as.'btance".

34 E/TAC/SR.190, 192, 195, 196. E/SR.I088.
35 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Twmty-cighth Session, Annexes, agenda item 7.
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to move slowly at first and to have a wider range of
selection both among countries and among posts so
as to ensure that the benefit of this new kind of technical
assistance should be distributed equitably and with due
regard to priority needs. Though the period of time
that had elapsed since the commencement of the ex
periment was too short to justify final conclusions in
regard to its success, it was clear that a significant and
widespread need for the provision of executive and
operational personnel existed and that the offer of aid
in this form was being warmly welcomed by many
Governments. The recruitment of acceptable nominees
to serve as officers had also presented no serious dif
ficulties. In fact, the Secretary-General regretted that
the possibilities of meeting the expressed needs had
been so severely restricted by the limits imposed on
the scale of the experiment. In the light of those con
siderations, he proposed that the experimental pro
gramme should be continued, \vith some increase in
its size.

241. A number of members of T AC expressed
satisfaction with the programme and the manner in
which it was being implemented, although some other
members reiterated the doubts they had originally ex
pressed regarding the advisability of undertaking it.
Doubts were also expressed about the advisability of
expanding the programme before a proper evaluation
of it had been made. Most members however considered
it desirable to allow adequate time and scope for the
experiment to prove itself. Some members felt that
while the continuation of the experiment was justified,
a specific time limit should be set.

242. It was noted that the appropriation authorized
for the programme in 1959 was unlikely to be fully
utilized. The Committee also noted that the Secretary
General had proceeded on the understanding that the
number of appointments to be made under the experi
mental programme should not exceed twenty-five. Some
members had doubts whether such an understanding
need necessarily have been drawn from the relevant
discussions in the General Assembly and its Com
mittees, but the majority agreed that, in any case, it
should be made clear that in the future the scope of
the programme was to be determined only by the
financial resources made available and not by any specific
limit as to the number of nominations.

243. On the proposal of T AC, the Council adopted
a resolution (739 (XXVII)) in which it recommended
to the General Assembly that the experiment begun
in 1959 be continued on the basis of General Assembly
resolution 1256 (XIII); that, in deciding upon the
question of continuing the experimental programme,
the General Assembly take into account the views
expressed in T AC on the current status of the pro
gramme and the desirability of allowing the Secretary
General adequate scope in the carrying out of the ex
periment within the limits of the resources it made
available; and that the Secretary-General be requested
to present a report analysing in detail the progress
of the experiment, together with recommendations based
thereon, at the thirtieth session of the Council.

Section XII. Expanded Programme of Technical
Assistance*

244. At its resumed twenty-sixth session the Coun
cil decided (resolution 704 (XXVI)) to amend its
resolution 222 (IX) to enable the International Atomic
Energy Agency to become a member of the Technical
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Assistanre Board and to participate in the Expanded
Programme of Technical Assistance on the same con
ditions as the othet participating organizations.

245. At its twenty-eight!1 ~e:;sion,88 the Council had
before it the repolt of the Technical Assistance Com
mittee (E/3191 )87 on its session held in November
and December 1958, at which the Committee had ap
proved the programme Rctivities for 1959, and author
ized the allocation of funds to the participating organiza
tions for the implementation of the approved projects.88

246. The Council also had before it the annual
report of TAB to T AC (E/322689 and Add.l) and the
report of TAC (E/3298)87 on its session held in June
and July 1959. The Council noted that during its
session TAC had examined the reports of TAB on
country programming procedures (E/TAC/84) , local
cost arrangements (E/TAC/85), the level of the Work
ing Capital and Reserve Fund (E/TAC/86), the views
of the organizations participating in the Expanded Pro
gramme on the question of the allocation of administra
tive and operational services costs between regular and
Expanded Programme budgets (E/TAC/83 and
Add.l-3 and E/TAC/89), as well as the report of the
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions on this matter (A/4130), and a report by
the ILO on the training abroad of middle-level technical
personnel (E/TAC/87).

247. With regard to the question of the level of the
Working Capital and Reserve Fund, TAC noted the
TAB report (E/TAC/86) and decided to take no action
on it for the time being. The other decisions and recom
mendations of TAC and the Council's action on them
are described below.

THE FIRST DECADE OF THE EXPANDED PROGRAMME

248. The TAC reviewed the development of the
activities carried out under the Expanded Programme
of Technical Assistance in the decade since its
establishment. Some 8,000 experts had served under
the Expanded Programme and over 14,000 fellowships
had been awarded. Some 140 countries and territories
had benefited from the Programme and the number
of contributing countries had risen from 54 to 85. Con
tributions had gradually increased and this year would
reach a grand total of some $235 million for the ten
year period; to this sum should be added the counter
part expenditures of recipient Governments, which
were about three times the cost of the field programme.

249. The Committee noted with satisfaction the in
creasingly multinational character of the Programme as
reflected in the growing number of countries that were
providing experts and training facilities for fellowship
holders; what had begun as a programme of technical
assistance had develoj)ed into a programme of technical
co-operation on a world-wide scale. The Committee
also noted the steady growth of inter-agency co-opera
tion during the past ten years. The number of organiza-

*The provisional agenda for the fourteenth session of the
General Assembly includes the item: "Programmes of technical
assistance".

36 E/TAC/SR,182-191, 193-200; E/SR,1088.
37 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Twenty-eighth Session, Annexes, agenda item 7.
38 Subsequently, the General Assembly at its thirteenth ses

sion confirmed (resolution 1305 (XIII)) the allocation of funds
to the participating organizations for the 1959 programme.

390fficial Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Twenty-eighth Session, Supplement No. S.
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tions participating in the Programme had risen from
six to nine during that period.

REVIEW OF 1958 ACTIVITIES

250. The Council, in resolution 733 (XXVIII),
took note with appreciation of the annual report of TAB
to TAC (E/3226 and Add.1).

251. In reviewing the activities carried out in 1958,
the Committee noted that expenditures for field opera
tions had reached the highest level since 1950. In terms
of assistance provided, there had been a slight increase
in the number of man-months served by experts and
in the value of supplies and equipment provided, while
the number of fellov,ships awarded had decreased.

252. The Committee recognized that the work of the
experts and the training of fellows constituted the
raison d'etre of the Programme. It was particularly
pleased to note the number of experts that under
developed countries were able to supply. Attention was
drawn to various problems connected with the recruit
ment of experts; some members stressed the need for
further improvement in the procedures for recruitment
and for briefing and consulting the experts at the end
of their missions. The Committee noted that these
problems were also being considered at a meeting of
the European National Committees and welcomed the
assurances given that every effort would be made to
bring about more effective recruitment of experts from
as many countries and territories as possible.

253. Concern was expressed at the decline in the
number of fellowships awarded, although it was ap
preciated that, under the 'country programming pro
cedures, the recipient Governments themselves decided
the relative priorities between the different types of
assistance. It was also noted that the decline had
been partly offset by an increase in the number of
fellowships awarded under the regular programmes
of the participating organizations. In this connexion
it was recognized that Governments, in formulating
their requests, were taking increasingly into account
the various sources from which assistance could be
obtained at a given time, and might ask for more ex
perts through the Expanded Programme and more
fellowships through other multilateral or bilateral
programmes.

254. As in past years, the Committee considered
the geographical distribution of technical assistance
and several members welcomed the increase in assist
ance to newly independent countries. Attention was
drawn to the increased assistance provided to Non-Self
Governing and Trust Territories. The improvement in
the integration of Expanded Programme activities in
national development plans and programmes was noted
and the Committee looked forward to continued progress
in this respect. With regard to continuing projects,
the Committee welcomed the comprehensive analysis
given by TAB in its annual report and, while some
members expressed concern at the number of very long
projects, it was noted that the increasing use of plans
of operation should contribute to the improved regula
tion of such projects and to their gradual and orderly
transfer to Governments.

255. The Committee expressed satisfaction at the
e~pansion of technical assistance on a payment basis as
further evidence of the value which Governments at
tached to the technical assistance provided through
international organizations.

I
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256. The Committee recorded its appreciation of
the evaluation of the Programme given in the annual
report. A few suggestions were made, particularly as
regards the desirability of providing more information
on unsuccessful projects and on the reasons for any
such failures. The Committee agreed that future evalua
tions need not cover the whole of the Programme each
year and might, after a brief review of major develop
ments, be concentrated on sdected items.

257. In the course of its consideration of the an
nual report of TAB, the Committee considered the
appeal of the Congress of ,\VMO to the Council (El
TAC/88 and Add.!) for the establishment of a mini
mum annual planning share so as to provide at least
a small subtotal for each country known to need assist
ance from WMO, as well as a similar request by the
representative of ITV. The Committee felt that the
matter could best be left to the Executive Chairman
with the request that he make such adjustments in the
planning shares of the smaller agencies as might be
possible within the amount placed at his disposal as
a planning reserve.

FINANCIAL SITUATION OF THE PROGRAMME

258. The TAC expressed concern at the fact that in
1959, for the first time, the contributions had failed to
show even a modest growth and that, in spite of in
creases in the pledges made by some Governments, the
amount of new money available in that year would be
approximately $30 million, or some $1.3 million less
than in 1958. The Committee recalled that, in anticipa
tion of a shortfall in the resources, it had approved, at
its session in November 1958, the use of $1.5 million
from the Working Capital and Reserve Fund, but it
noted that even ''''ith this supplement, the Programme
could not be implemented in 1959 at more than 94 per
cent of its approved level. The TAC also noted that
various amounts representing voluntary pledges and
local cost obligations for previous years were still out
standing and emphasized the importance of early
payment.

259. On the recommendation of the Committee, the
Council adopted a resolution (734 (XXVIII)) in which
it noted with profound satisfaction the results achieved
thus far by the Programme. It recognized that those
results had been made possible by voluntary contribu
tions from States Members of the United Nations and
the specialized agencies as well as by the substantial
participation of the countries receiving assistance, and
that therebv a solid basis had been laid for the Pro
gramme at·its current level. The Council expressed its
appreciation of the efforts made by the Governments
and the organizations concerned further to increase the
resources available for technical assistance bv means of
funds in trust and the expansion of field activities
under the regular budgets of the organizations; it re
gretted, however, the slmving down of the rate of
growth of the Expanded Programme in recent years,
which was concurrent with a steadv increase in the
number and the size of the requests {or assistance from
both newly independent and other countries. In par
ticular, it expressed concern at the reduction in the
field programme for 1959 and in the estimates for plan
ning the Programme for 1960 at a time when additional
assistance was needed by certain countries in Africa
and other regions as they obtained independence. The
Council reaffirmed its belief that the results so far
achieved justified a renewed expansion of the Pro-
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gramme and its financial resources. In the light of those
considerations, the Council expressed the hope that, at
!he outset of the second decade, countries participating
m the Programme would be prepared to increase their
contribntions further: it requested the Secretary
General to convey its resolution to the Governments
invited to attend the annual Technical Assistance Con
ference in October 1959 for the pledging of contribu
tions to the Special .\ccount for the Expanded Pro
gramme in 1960.

COUNTRY PROGRAMMING PROCEDURES

260. Pursuant to Council resolution 700 tXXVI).
TAB presented to TAC proposals for simplifying coun
try programming procedures and increasing the flexi
bility (If the operations of the Programme. '

261. The Committee considered this matter at
length. giving particular attention to the Board's sug
gestion that the Programme should be planned. ap
proved and implemented on a two-year basis rather
than o? the current one-year basis. It was generally
recogmzed that a two-year cycle would give more time
for t~e preparation of projects, recruitment of experts.
selectlO11 of fellow.s and procurement of equipment.
Provided funds were available, projects could be under
taken at the most appropriate time in the course of the
two-year period-to be determined by consultation be
t~veen the GovernmGlts and the participating organiza
tions concerned. Two-year programming would lead to
an improvement in the advaI~e planning of projects
and greater efficiency in the implementation of the
programme.

262. The Committee recognized that, although it
would be helpful if Governments could announce their
contributions for more than one year, hvo-year pro
gr:unming need 110t be based on two-year pledges,
which might present constitutional and other difficulties
for a number of countries. The Committee did not
therefore propose any change in the annual pledging
procedure and stated that the allocation of funds to the
participating organizations to carry out the projects
would continue to be made on an annual basis. Under
the t:vo-~'ear pro~ramming procedure, however, the
orgamzatlOns would be able to carry over projects, in
consultation with the Governments concerned, from the
first year to the second, and to advance them from the
second to the first. Balances held by the participating
organizations at the end of the first year would he
retained by them for expenditures in the second vear.

263. The Committee recognized that two-ye~r pro
gramming might not entirely solve the difficulties ex
perienced under the current system, and recommended
that it should he adopted on an experimental basis,
for the period 1961-1962. It gave preliminary consid
eration to other solutions, such as project budgeting
and project programming. and requested the Board to
submit to it, at its session in ] ul}' 1960, a report on the
desirability and practicability of introducing- some form
of project programming. L

2(,.:1. The Committee examined other suggestions of
a technical nature designed to increase the flexibility
of the programme, and con:,idered the question of the
size of the small reserve to be used by the participating
organizations and the Executive Chairman for the pur
pose of making marginal adjustments in the programme
at the planning stage.

265. On the recommendation of TAC, the Council
adopted a resolution (735 (XXVIII)) on country p;o-
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gramming procedures. which embodied the principle
that the Programme would, on an experimental basis
and for the period 1961-1962, be planned and approved
on a two-year basis, although the allocation of funds
to each participating organization would continue to
be made annually. The Council decided further that
projects the planned duration of which was longer than
the two-year period should be approved by the Gov
ernment concerned for their full duration at the time
they were first included in the country's programme.
The Board was requested to submit to T AC in N ovem
ber 1959 detailed recommendations for the implementa
tion of the Programme on a two-year basis after con
sulting recipient Governments through resident repre
sentath-es. The T AC was requested to submit to the
Conncil at its resumed twenty-eighth session any amend
ments necessary to the resolutions governing the Ex
panded Programme in order to establish and implement
the Programme on a two-year basis. Finally, the Board
and the participating organizations were requested to
t~ke such steps as might be necessary to make it pos
SIble for the Programme to be implemented on a
biennial basis.

LOCAL COSTS ARRANGEMENTS

266. The Committee had before it a report of the
Board (E/TAC/85) on local costs arrangements, in
which it was recommended that, beginning 'with 1960,
Governments be assessed on the basis of 12.5 per cent
of the total cost of the expert services actually rendered
in that year. The Executive Chairman indicated, how
ever, that consultations 'illith Governments had shown
that there was little prospect of reaching substantial
agreement on this recommendation, but that there was
a continuing desire to simplify the current local costs
scheme. He proposed tl1at, for 1960, Governments'
obligations should be based on a percentage of the total
cost of the expert services provided, but that the per
centage used should be established for each country
on the basis of its actual obligations for the local living
costs of experts in 1958.

267. The Committee generally felt that such a
scheme would bring about a desirable simplification of
the current method of assessment, although it would,
not remove whatever inequities happened to exist in
1958. On t1:le Committee's recommendation, the Coun
cil adopted a resolution (736 (XXVIII)) in which it
decided, as an interim arrangement, to apply the scheme
in 1960. It also requested the Executive Chairman to
report to TAC :n July 1960 on the means of securing
a more equitable distribution of the local cost obligations
among the Governments concerned.

ALLOCATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE AND OPERATIONAL
SERVICES COSTS BETWEEN REGULAR AND EXPANDED

PROGRAMME BUDGETS

268. The T AC had before it the comments and
decisions of the governing organs of the participating
organizations on the allocation of administrative and
operational services costs between the budgets of the
regular programme and the Expanded Programme, as
well as the suggestions of the Advisory Committee on
this matter. It resumed consideration of the question
whether any part or all of the administrative and opera
tional services costs should be assumed by the regular
budgets of the organizations.40 It was noted that the

40 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirteenth
Session, Supplement No. 3, paras. 252-257.
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views of the governing organs of the participating organi
zations on this matter varied, although most favoured
the continuation of some kind of reimbursement from
the Special Account of the Expanded Programme, and
that the Advisory Committee had suggested that a
common percentage of 12 per cent of the project alloca
tions, including local costs, be used to determine the
lump-sum amounts to be allocated from the Special
Account to the participating orgauizations for the
administrative ancl operational services costs.

269. Some members of the Committee, while sup
porting the Advisory Committee's suggestions as an
interim measure, felt that the costs should be progres
sively assumed by the regular budgets of the organiza
~ions. O'her members considered that the Special Ac
count should meet all expenditures arising from the
Expanded Programme activities. In this connexion,
two members stated that even a partial assumption of
the costs by the regular budgets of the organizations
would mean a departure from the principle of voluntary
contribution and create a dangerous precedent of com
pulsory payment of membership dues in foreign cur
rency. Other members felt that the real problem was
to reduce the expenditures and simplify the current
procedures. Still other members considered that TAC
should net ta1<e a decision until all Governments had
been consulted on the matter.

2iO. The Committee generally recognized that any
scheme providing for lump-sum allocations to the par
ticipating organizations on the basis of a flat percentage
should provide for varying transitional periods of adapta
tion in accordance with the differing budgetary cycles
of the organizations, and should apply to the smaller
organizations with some measure of flexibility.

2il. On the recommendation of the Committee, the
Council adopted a resolution (i3i (XXVIII) ) in which,
recognizing the desirability of keeping the administra
tive and operational services costs of the Expanded
Programme as low as possible in order to maximize
the resources R\.·...ilable for project implementation, and
considering that a final decision should be made as soon
as possible on the question of the allocation of those
costs between the regular and Expanded Programme
budgets, it decided, as an interim solution, that alloca
tions from the Expanded Programme Special Account
for administrative and operational services costs should
be made in the form of lump-sum anlOunts on the follow
ing basis: for 1960 the amounts should not exceed
the corresponding 1959 allocations; for 1961 the amounts
should be half-way between the 1960 allocations and
the equivalent of 12 per cent of the 1959 project alloca
tions, including local costs assessments; for 1962 the
amounts should be the equivalent of 12 per cent of the
1959 project allocations, including local costs assess
ments. The Council also decided that $84,000 should
be allocated to IAEA in 1960 towards its administrative
and operational services costs and that its 1961 lump
stun allocation should be determined on the basis of
the 1960 programme. The Council recognized that the
measures decided upon should apply with some flexi
bility to the agencies with small budgets or small alloca
tions for Expanded Programme activities. The par
ticipating organizations were invited to continue to
make efforts to reduce their administrative and opera
tional services costs to the lowest possible level com
patible with efficient operation and were requested to
consider, at the earliest practicable time. the possibility
of including any excess in their regular budgets if those
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costs could not be entirely covered by the allocations
from the Special Account. Moreover, any portion of
the funds allocated for administrative and operational
services costs, but not required by an organization for
that purpose, should be taken into account in establish
ing the programme-planning share of the organization
concerned. The Council decided to consider further finan
cial arrangements for administrative and operational
services costs at its thirtieth session.

TRAINING ABROAD OF MIl>DLE-LEVEL TECHNICAL

PERSONNEL

2i2. The Committee took note of the report pre
pared in accordance with General Assembly resolution
1255 (XIII) on the training abroad of middle-level
technical personnel (ElTAC/87) .

Section XIII. Special Fnnd*

273. The role of the Economic and Social Council
in regard to the newly established Special Fund has
been defined in General Assembly resolution 1240
(XIII), which provides, inter alia, that the Economic
and Social Council shall be responsible for the formula
tion of the general rules and principles which will
govern the administration and operations of the Special
Fund; the review of the operations of the Fund on
the basis of the annual reports to be submitted by -he
Governing Council; and the consideration of the Ex
panded Programme of Technical Assistance and of the
Special Fund in relation to each other.

274. The Council at its twenty-sixth session, when
considering the recommendations of the Preparatory
Committee for the Special Fund, had concurred with
a recommendation of that Committee that the Council
should establish a committee of the Council to assist in
the examination of the reports submitted to the Council
concerning the Special Fund and the Expanded Pro
gramme of Technical Assistance, and of such question~

relating to their operations as the Council might refer
to it. In view of the preliminary character of the first
report of the Governing Council of the Special Fund,
the Council decided to defer for the time being the
establishment of such a committee.41

2i5. The Council considered the first report of the
Governing Council (E/32iO)4:! at its twenty-eighth
session.43 At the opening of the debate, the Managing
Director recalled that the creation of the Fund had been
referred to as Cl. ;;trategic break-through of incomparable
significance for the economic development of the under
developed regions of the world. In that connexion he
drew attention to the great gap between the average
national and per caput incomes in the under-developed
countries and those in the more developed countries.
The current rate of increase of the national incomes in
the less developed countries was far too slow and be
cause of ~he rapid growth of population tlte net increase
in national incomes was even slower. The goal for the
next decade, 1960-1970, should be to double the net
annual average increase of the national incomes of

*The provisional agenda for the fourteenth session of the
General Assembly includes the item: "Progress and operations
of the Special Fund".

41 E/SR.l066.
4:J Official R-CD/'ds of the EcoI/o1llic (lnd' Social C01mcil,

Twellty-eighlh Sessioll, Annexes, agenda item 6.
43 E/SR.l081, 1082.



those countries fro;~ 1 per cent to 2 per cent. \Vhile
thnt increa~e would. in terms of per caput income, be
l11L1df.'~t. it would nen'rtheless bring about a vast im
prowment in actual living conditions.

2i6. To attain this goal the under-developed coun
tries mu~t increase their own i'westments, and the
advanced countries for their part ,hould approximatel}
double thclr investments in under-developed areas. Thc
l\Ianaging Director adl~ed that one of the main ohjec
tiw~ of the Special Fund ,%s to speed up a country's
capacity for absorption of itwestment capital.

2i7. The primary reason for under-development in
most countries was under-utilization of resource'>, caused
by a lack of knowledge of the physical and human re
SDurces available. The l\Ianaging Director considered
that the role of the Special Fund was to carry the work
of the Expanded Pr')gramme of Technical Assistance
3. step forward into special fields suitable for capital
investment. The Governing Council had accepted his
policy of placing major emphasis on projects which
would demonstrate the wealth-producing potential of
unsurveyed resources, on major training and resean 1~

institutes and on surveys of limited cost leading to
early investment. Some prominence would 1lso be given
to pre-investment surveys, \vhich might take the fonr
of preliminary engineering and feasibility reports.

278. He stated that the first projects approved by
the Governing Council did not represent a typical pat
tern. As the Special Fund's operations developed, a
better balanced programme would be obtained.

279. The Managing Dir~ctor drew attention to the
fact that about half of the $100 million or;gimdly esti
mated. to be required for financing the Special Fund
and the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance
had been made available. He hoped that Governments
would reconsider their contributions with a view to
reachin~ the target indicated by the General Assembly.

280. In the opinion of the Managing Director, the
next decade was crucial. The great need was to achieve
a real break-through in at least some countries to give
proof of what could be accomplished. The resulting
momentum could lead to a victory over poverty, ignor
ance and ill health by the end of tne century.

281. In the course of the debate, several representa
tives exprp';'1ed high praise for the work done by the
Managinl; ....Jircctor and his staff in successfully launch
ing the Special Fund. Within a few months, the Man
aging Director had been able to present to the Gov
erning Council a first programme of thirteen projeds
whkh, after approval by the Governing Couhc;l. were
now in the process of implemenhtion. The projects
selected were generally considered promising and repre
sentative of the aims of the Special Fund. There was
wide agreement with the Managing Director's policy
that the Special Fund should place emphasis on projects
that would demonstrate the wealth-producing potential
of unsurveyed resources and on major training and
research activities. Some concern was expressed at
the possibility of applying too rigidly the criterion that
projects sh0uld be conducive to early investments or
lead to an immediate increase in produdivity; it was
suggested that there were also cases where the Special
Fund &hould a~sist in making good the lack of general
and detailed studies on natural resource~ and available
manpower. On the other hand, it was pointed out that
the Special Fund should take into consideration pilot
projects. Regardilig the geographical distribution of
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projects, sewral representatives expressed the hope that
more 3.$sist, nce woulrl be given to C'ot1I1tries t!'at had
newly arhieved their independence. The snggestioll was
also maC!...: that in order to enahle tI,e Governing Council
to assess projects more accuratdy, the secretariat of the
Special Fund should in future pmvide the Governing
_ottllcil ,vith more complete information regarding the

projects the secretariat had examined.

282. On the question of the implementation of
projects, several representatives were of the opinion
that whenever a recipient Government had the neces
sary machinery to undertake the execution of a project,
it shot'ld be given an opportunity to do so. The :.\Ianag
ing Director should, however, be able to call upon
the United Nations and the specialized agencies for
assistauce, if necessary. Praise was expressed, on the
other hand, for the assistance given by the United
Nations and the specialized agencies to Governments
in working out economically and financially sound
projects. Such co-operation could develop further dur
ing the execution stage, when the role of those agencies
would become even more important. Serious concern
was expressed by several representatives at the high
overhead ~osts budgeted by the specialized agencies
for the execution of projects. It \vas felt that as much
as possible of the Fund's resources should be dc-voted
to actual operations in the field.

283. Members of the Council were unanimous in
the hope that there wuuld be a consiclerable increase
in 1960 both in the number of contributing countries
and in the amounts contributed to the Special Fund.
Every effort should be made to attain the target set by
the General Assembly in its resolution 1240 (XIII).
It was felt by some that the willingness of Governments
to prc.vide substantial support for the Special Fund
might well determine to what extent future multilateral
assista~ce to the less developed countries was in fact
a practicable idea. Several representatives expressed the
hope that an agreement on world-wide disarmament
would release important resot .'s for the Special Fund.
Regarding the form of contrii.mdons, regret was voiced
that some contributions had been pledged which would
not be available for use, since they had been made in
national currencies -.vhich were either not convertible
or difficult to use. On the other hand, an appeal was
made by several representatives for full use of con
tributions made in natio!lal currencies.

284. In reply to remarks made during the debate,
the Mana6"ing Director dec.lared that no distinction was
made in the Special Fund operations between public
anc1 private investment. He shared the wish that the
programme should be expanded and accelerated in the
coming year and appealed to Governments to make
their shares of the $100 million target available during
1960. He had great confidence in the future of the pro
gramme, based on the realization that under-development
was mudy the result of under-employment of resources
and maapower, and that once the resources had been
discovered, investment followed.

285. At the conclusion of its debate, the Council
approved the report of the Governi.1g Council of the
Special Fund and decided to transmit the comments
made on it to the General Ass :mbly, together with the
appreciati.m which had been expressed of the work of
the Mat1aging Director and his staff.44

44 RISR, 1082.
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Annex

STATEMENTS BY :\ON-GOVERnfENTAL
ORG.\ '~IZ.\TIO:\'S

ORAL STATEMENTS BY NON-GO\'ERNMEXTAL ORGANIZATIONS TO

THE COUNCIL OR ITS COM MITTEr:~ UNDER RULE &> OF TH~:

RUi.ES OF PROCEDURE

Twcnty-sC<'cnth s"ssion

International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
Economic development of under-developed countries-El

SR.1057.
International Federation of Agricultural Producers

Economic development of under-developed countries- ·E/
SR1057.

International Fed.:ration of Christian Trade Unions
Economic development of under-developed countdes-E/

SR,1056.
International Organization of Employers

Economi.: development of under-developed countries-El
SRI056.

Twenty-eighth session

International Chamber of Commerce
t':conomic development of under-developed countries-El

SRI086.
1\ ·ternational Confederation of Free Trade Unions

Economic development of under-developed countries-Ei
SR.I087.

International Federation of Christian Trade Unions
Economic development of under-developed countries-El

SR.l087.
\Vorld Federation of Trade Unions

Economic development of under-developed countries-El
SRI087.

World Federation of United Nations Associations
Economic development of under-developed countries-El

SRlO86.
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ORAL STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS TO

THE COUNCIL COMMITIEE ON XON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGAN 1

7.ATlO~S UNDER RULE 85 o~· THE RULES OF PROCEDURE

Twrllty-righth St'ssim~

International Federation of University \Vomen
Technical assistance-E/C.2/SR.l7R

\VRITTEN STATDIENTS BY XOX-GOH:RNMENTAL ORGAXIZATIONS

TO THE COUNCIL

International Fiscal A3sociation
E/C.2/512. Taxation of revenue from patents, trademarks

and designs, particularly from the international point of
view.

International Fiscal Association
E/C.2/513. The onus and methods of proof in income tax law.

International Federation of Christian Trade Unions
E/C.2/518. Economic development of under-developed coun

tries-Land reform.
International League for the Rights of Man

E/C.2/520. Economic development of under-developed coun
tries-Land reform.

\Vorld Federation of Trade Unions
E/C.2/522. Economic development of under-developed coun

tries-Land reform.
International Chamber of Commerce

E/C.2/526. Double ta.xation, settlement of disputes.
International Chamber of Commerce

E/C.2/527. Taxation and the developirlg nations.
International Chamber of Commerce

E/C.2/529. XVIIth Congress. Statements and resolutions
1957-1959.

International Chamber of Commerce
E/C.2/530. Monetary stability.

International Chamber of Commerce
E/C.2/531. Attracting foreign investment.

International Chamber of Commerce
E/C.2/532. Export credits.



REGIONAL ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES

Chapter IF

286. In connexion with its discussion of the world
economic situation. the Council at its twenty-eighth ses
sion considered the annual reports of ECE, ECAFE
and ECLA and the first report of ECA, and a report of
the Secretary-General on the relationship between the
work of the United Nations regional economic com
missions and the United Nations programmes in the
social field (E/3250). A summary of the commissions'
reports is given in paragraphs 289 to 391 below. and an
account of the Council's l1ebate on them in para
graphs 392 to 401.

287. The Council also discussed the question of the
concentration of the commissions' work, and the ap
praisals of their work programmes for 1959-1964. which
had heen included as annexes in the annual reports.
A report on the Council's debate on these subjects is
given in chapter VIII. A summary of the regional
economic surveys for Europe, Asia and the Far East.
and Latin America, and a short account of recent
economic developments in Africa, as reported to the
Council by the Executive Secretary of ECA. all of
which were discussed by the Council in connexion with
the World Economic Survey 1958, are given in
cnapter n.

288. The Council also considered the question of
proposed amendments to the terms of reference of
ECE. ECAFE and ECLA. A report on the subject
is given in paragraphs 399 to 401.

Section I. Reports of the regional economic
commissions

ECONO:\lIC CO:\IMJSSI0:,\ FOR EUROPE

289. As indicated in its annual report (E/3227),l
the Economic Commission for Europe, at its fourteenth
session. reviewed the work of ECE as a whole. nnder
a separate item of the agenda. It a!.::o examined the work
of its suhsidiary hodies and reviewed the economic situ
ation in Europe on the hasis of the Economic SIl1'Z'ev of
Europe in 1958 (E/ECE/345).2 -

290. The Commission considered the resolutions and
decisions of concern to it that had been adopted by the
Council and the General Assemblv since the Commission's
thirteenth session. paying special attention to Council
resolution 693 B (XXVI). With regard to Counci! reso
lution 694 B (XXVI), the Commission decided to
amend paragraph 3 of its rules of procedure to the effect
that basic dOCtU11ents relating to the provisional agenda
of a session should, as a general rule, be transmitted to
Governments not less than forty-two days before the
opening of the session. \Vith respect to the Council's
decision3 concerning proposed amendments to the terms
of reference of ECE, ECAFE and ECLA, the Commis-

10fficial Rccords of thc Economic and Social C01tncil,
TWeIlty-eighth Sessi01~. Supplement No. 3.

2 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 59.H.E.I.
3 See Official Records of the Gcneral Assembly, Thirteenth

SessiOl~, Sltppletnlmt No. 3, paras. 373-374.
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sion agreed, in view of the: dive:rgent opinions on the
question, that the views expressed at the sessiun should
be appropriately reflected in the COt1lll1is~ioll''; :mnual
report to the Council for the latter's inforll1ation.4

291. The Commission approved its programme of
work and priorities for 1959-1960. It also had before it
the appraisal of its work programme for 1959-1964, made
under the terms of Council resolutions 665 C (XXIV)
and 09-+ D (XXVI). It agreed to annex the appraisal
to its amUlal report to the Council together with the re
cords of the relevant discussion;;.

292. The Commission adopted a series of resolutions
(E/3227, part Ill). On the subject of trade, it invited
the Executive Secretary to report to the Commission
at its next session on the further views of Governments
concerning the Soviet proposals on the creatit'n of an
all-European regional trade organization and on the
convening of a conference of ),Iinisters on questions
relating to the development of intra-European trade; it
requested the Executive Secretary to prepare a study
of long-term economic and trade agreements: and it ex
pressed the hope that the countries taking part in vari
ous subregional economic groupings would keep con
stantlY in mind the interests of third countries. It also
adopted resolutions with regard to the continuation of
work already in hand on automation, technical and eco
nomic documentation, productivity of labour and water
pollution control. In a resolution on energy prohlems in
Europe, the Commission recognized the potential use
fulness of periodic special meetings on energy problems
and agreed to consider at a later session the question of
holding any further meeting of that nature. The Commis
sion decided to make the ad hoc \Vorking Party on Gas
Problems a permanent body. In a resolution on inter
regional co-operation the Commission inter alia welcomed
the interest shown by a numher of (; It111tries of other
regions in the work of its subsidiary :Jodies and stated
~hat it favoured the Executive Secretary's participation
111 the preparation of any joint trade study carried out in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 1322
(XIII). As regalds new work, the Commission re
quested the Executive Secretary to prepare a study on
the nature and scope of production and exports of
capital goods in the fields of mechanical and electrical
engineering.

293. Experts from the Eastern Zone of Germanv
participated in some meetings of the Commission's sub
sidiary bodies in accordance with article 10 of the Com
mission's terms of reference. At the fourt~pnth session
of the Conill1ission several representatives recalled, in
connexion with the designation "Eastern Zone of Ger
many", that the experts in question and a number of
representatives had stateL in the subsidiary bodies that
the experts represented the German Democratic Republic
and that article 10 ha1 lost its meaning with reference

4 See paragraphs 399 to <lQl below.
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to the German Democratic Republic. A number of other
delegations declared that they were opposed to any change,
ma' ltaining that the provisions of article 10 of the Com
mission's terms of reference still applied.

294. The Commission continued its co-operation
with the specialized agencies and maintained informal
contacts at the secretariat level with a number of inter
governmental bodies outside the Uniteci. Nations family.
As before, a considerable number of non-governmental
organizations co-operated with the secretariat and the
subsidiary bodies of ECE.

295. Some of the principal activities of the sub
sidiary bodies of the Commission, which are described
in the Commission's report (E/3227), are hriefly sum
marized below.

296. Ayri-culture. The Committee on Agricultural
Problems continued to exchange information on recent
changes in agricultural policy and other developments.
It considered the short-term market outlook for several
agricultural products. A group of experts studied factors
affecting the demand for principal foodstuffs and under
took a comparison of the production objectives and
consumption prospects of the different countries in
1965. The subsidiary bodies of the Committee dealing
with standardization of perishable foodstuffs, the estab
lishment of standard conditions of sale for certain
agricultural prQducts, and problems associated with the
mechanization of agriculture carried on their work.
In addition, collective visits were organized and ex
changes of bibliographical material, films and other
documentation arranged.

297. Coal. The Coal Committee and its suhsidiary
hodies focused their attention on production, trade.
and statistical utilization problems. The Committee itself
~ontin?ed .to study a number of long-term problems,
mcludl11g tnvestments, connected with the future de
velopment of the coal industry and market in Europe.
Procedures were worked out for extending the exchange
o.f ~nfo:mation an? mutual visits of experts between par
t~clpatIl1g countrIes, especially with regard to produc
tIon problems. The Coal Trade Sub-Committee con
tinued tJ follow short-term marketing problems. Gen
eral conditions for the export and import of solid fuels
~vere dr~wn up. The Uti1izat~on \Vorking Party pursued
I~S studIes on low and medmm temperature carboniza
!lOn and selected a number of particular problems relat
l11g to the rational utilization of low-grade solid fuels
for intensive study.

298. Gas. The 'vVorking Party on Gas Problems
gave particular attention to a number of major prob
lems a~ecting the gas industry in Europe, especially
concenung the current and prospective influence of
lar&e supplies of natural gas, which is leading to a
radIcallransformation of the industry. In this connexion
the !ransportation a?d marketing of liquefied gas were
studIed. The VI'orkmg Party also examined problems
connected with the flexibility of the gas industry and
reports were prepared on the underground storage of
gas and on tariff policies as a means of evening out
demand. The \Vorking Party also studied methods of
estimating the future demand for gas.

299. Electric power The Committee on Electric
Power continued to p y close attention to develop
ments in its field, and in particular to questions relating
to the financing of new electric power projects, the
covering of peak loads and the rationalization of elec
tric power consumption. Within the framework of its
research into further possibilities of electric power ex-
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changes between the countries of central and south
eastern Europe, the Committee made an appraisal
of hydro-power developments on the Danube, whether
existing, under construction, or planned. It embarked
un the study of the rights and obligations of electric
power production, transmission and supply undertakings
vis-a.-vis local -"l'.horities and private persons, and of
the problem "1 guarantees in contracts for electric
puwer exchanges and sales. It also published a series
of seven reports on rural electrification questions. \Vith
1 view to perfecting uniform methods of determining
the exploitable hydro-power resources of Europe, the
Committee agreed on the basic principles for determin
ing the linear hydro-power potential of waterways and
run-off irregularity indices. It also decided to publish
regularly a bulletin containing flow data for the main
European rivers. Th-= Committee endeavoured to pro
mote exchanges of information within the framework
of its terms of reference and undertook an analvsis
of the reports submitted to the Second United Nations
International Conference on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic
Energy, dealing with the economic aspects of the pro
duction of electric power by nuclear power-stations.

300. H Ol/sing. The Housing Committee reviewed
the main current developments and prospects in the
field of housing on the basis of a ~urvey -prepared by
~he secretariat on European housing trends and policies
111 1957 (E/ECE/329). It considered certain long
term problems relating to the formulation of house
building programmes and to the financing of housing
and. on the basis of a report prepared by the World
Veterans Federation as rapporteur, the question of
housing for the disabled. A comprehensive inquiry into
rural housing was undertaken wi.th the aid of a group of
rapporteurs. Another group cOl,tll1ued work on a report
on slum clearance programmes and policies. The Com
mittee asked a group of rapporteurs to undertake a
pilot inouiry into particular questions of urban develop
ment dud town planning. P~oblems relating to the high
cost of constructIon were dIscussed by the Committee.
\reparati?ns were being made for the holding of a spe
~tal !neetll1g. on standar1izati0':l and its implications
tor l11ternatlOnal trade m budding materials. Rap
porteurs continued work on the preparation of a com
prehensive report on the utilization of space in current
types of dwellings.
. 301. Th~ fi.rst issue.of the Annual Bulletin of Hous
IIlg and Buzldmg Statutics for Europe was published.

302. The Committee decided to hold seminars from
time to time on specific housing questions of interest
to le~~ in~ustrialized and developing countries, with the
partICIpatIOn of experts from interested industrialized
countries. As ~art of the effort to promote all-Euro
pean co-operatIon on technical questions relatino- to
house construction, there was increasino- collabor:tion
\~ith i~ltern~tion~1 professional a~d speciaiized organiza
tIOns m thIS field, and group VIsits to Czechoslovakia
and Italy were undertaken by the Committee.

303. Indush'Y and materials. Activities within the
framework of the Industry and Materials Committee
were carried out by the ad hoc Working Parties on
Contr~ct Pract~ces in En~ineering and on Agricultural
Machmery. WIth the assIstance of the secretariat, two
governmental rapporteurs, from the United Kingdom
and the USSR, prepared a report on the economic im
plications of automation (E/ECE/334-G, annex II).
. 304.. Inland transport. A convention concerning the
ll1ternatlOnal transport of goods under cover of TIR



Carnets (TIR Convention) was signed early in 1959
by twelve countries. The new convention replaces the
provisional one adopted in 1949 and is broader it' ~cope.

305. Since 1958, twelve European countries have
ceased to require customs documents for the temporary
importation of private motor vehicles.

306. Progress was made with regard to proposals
for the standardization of policing regulations and
signalling systems in inland navigation and also with
regard to the unification of identification markings and
ships' papers.

307. In order to ensure the uniformity of road signs
in Europe and thereby reduce the possibility of road
traffic accidents, additional road sigr.s were approved
and detailed uniform regulations for road markings
were recmumended to Governments for incorporation
into their domestic legislation.

308. The 1958 Agreement concerning the adoption
of uniform conditions of approval and reciprocal recog
nition of approval for motor vehicles was completed and
opened for signature. Draft regulations relating to head
lights and bulbs were accepted by a number of countries.

309. Annexes A and B to the European Agreement
on the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by
Road (ADR) were adopted with a view, in particular,
to bringing them into line with the European regulations
concerning the carriage of dangerous goods by rail.

310. In order to facilitate the setting up of a Euro
pean pallet pool, the Inland Transport Committee
decided on unif.ed dimensions to be adopted for pallets.

311. Governments were recommended to conduct a
census in 1960 on main international traffic arteries, to
ascertain the extent to \vhich they were adequate for
the traffic they carried.

312. M anpO'lt'cr. As the Committee on Manpower
remained inoperative, the International Labour Office
transmitted a report on manpower problems in Europe
in 1958 to the Commission at its fourteenth session.

313. Steel. The Steel Committee reviewed the broad
trends in the European and wor~d steel markets in 1957
on the basis of a survey prepared by the secretariat
(E/ECE/330). A cO'TIprehensive inquiry into the long
term prospects of the European steel industry continued
during the year. The principal object of the inquiry
is to determine what measures would help Europe to
adapt itself to the probable long-term changes in the
world steel market.

314. The Quarterly Bulletins of Steel Statistics for
Europe were published in a new form in 1958 and for
the first time in trilingual editions.

315. The Working Party on Steel Statistics con
sidered problems concerning the regular collection of
statistics on merchants' and consumers' stocks and real
consumption of steel.

316. The Committee made further efforts to pro
mote all-European co-operation on technical questions
relating to steel. It was agreed that the secretariat should
prepare by the end of each year a schedule of forth
coming technical steel congresses with international
participation. Governments were invited to inform the
secretariat of visits of experts which had been exchanged
between eastern and western European countries and
of plans for such visits for the following year. Several
countries taking part in the Committee's work ex
changed detailed information on the methodology of
manning tables in selected steel plants. A group of
experts continued work on methods for measuring

iron- and steel-making capacity. Tht' COll1mittee decided
to rcconvent' the ad /:(1(' \ \"orking" Party to consider the
feasihility of drawing np uniform clauses for standard
conditions of salt- of steel products.

.Hi. Timber. The Timher Committee rede\\'ed the
development of the sawn softwootl, small-sized round
wood. and hardwood markets lluring 1958 and the
prospects for 19,59. It also redewcd the study on trends
in the utilization of wood for railway sleepers, and
gave priority to further \york on this study. to the study
on trends in packaging. and to work on selected prob
lems relating to the utilization of wood and wood waste.

318. The .J::>int FAO/ECl~ Committee on For~st

\\'orking Techniques and the Training of Forest
\Vorkers continued its work in collaboration with the
ILO. ~\ small expert group was also convened to further
the work of the Joint FAO/ECl~ Working Party on
Forest and Forest Products Statistics.

319. The Committee invited Governments to inform
the secretariat whether they would be prepared to
arrange reciprocal study tours. within the Committee's
framework, to further the development of contacts.

320. DC'l'clopmcnt of tradc. The Committee on the
Development of Trade reviewed the development of
intra-European and especially east-'west trade with par
ticular reference to the difficulties and problems en
countered, including a number of specific obstacles
which countries were experiencing in trying to promote
the development of east-\vest trade. The Committee con
sidered the consequences for intra-European trade of
the establishment of the European Economic Community
and other efforts to achieve integration on a subregional
basis and noted that the secretariat intended to continue
to include in its regular publications, as far as possible,
analyses of the economic consequences for intra
European trade of all efforts made on a subregional
basis in Europe to achieve a higher degree of economic
development.

321. The Committee discussed a series of sugges
tions on specific methods of expanding mutually ad
vantageous European trade transmitted by a number
of Governments in accordance with Commission reso
lution 12 (XIII).:; It was decided to convene in June
1959 a Special Meeting of Experts to expand knowledge
of the organization and techniques of foreign trade
(including payments) existing in European countries
as a contribution to the improvement of mutual under
standing. Among other questions considered by the
Committee were arbitration. trade fairs and technical
shows, standardization of general conditions of sale,
problems of insurance, and payments arrangements. The
Committee discussed questions of trade with countries
of other regions. It noted with satisfaction the participa
tion. of countries from other regions in its seventh
seSSlOn.

322. The Committee requested the secretariat to
prepare a report on problems connected with the pro
tection of patents and other inventions and to study
the possibilities of simplifying and standardizing export
documents.

323. The sixth session of the Consultation of Ex
perts on east-west trade and the meeting of government
representatives to review the multilateral compensation
procedures were held concurrently with the Commis
sion's session.

:; Official ReCO'rds of the Economic and Social Coultcil,
Twenty-sixth Session, S11ppleme1lt No. 3, part Ill.
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324. Ec01l0mic dt"Z'C'lopmt'1It of southern ElIro!'r.
The committees of ECE worked on a number of projects
relating to Commission resolution 7 (X 1).6 Tht' Com
mittee on Agricultural Problems cLllllpleted work on
the elaboration of standard conditions uf sale of citrus
frnit, a project undertaken at the request of countries
of southern Europe. The Conference of European Sta
tistic-ians and FAO jointly sponsored a regional Seminar
on Agricultural Censuses and Surveys which addressed
itself mainly to prohlems relating to the improvement
of statistical services in cOlmtri('s of the region eligible
for technical assistance, that is, for the most part coun
tries of southern Europe. The Committee on Electric
Power continued work on the "Yugelexport" scheme
and the secretariat inquiry into the possibilities of elec
tric power exchanges between the countries of central
and south-eastern Europe. The Housing Committee
decided that seminars should be organized fom time
to time under its auspices on specific subjects of interest
to less industrialized and developing countries. \Vork
continued under the auspices of the Inland Transport
Committee on the development of the road network in
south-east Europe. The secretariat maintained close
liaison with FAO on its Mediterranean Development
Project.

325. Statistics. The Conference of European Statis
ticians discussed reports of its working groups on agri
cultural censuses and surveys, and on censuses of popu
lation and housing; and reports of its groups of
rapporteurs on statistics of financial assets and liabilities,
on comparisons of systems of national accounts. and
ot!. locality statistics and. the urban-rural classification.
The Conference also considered memoranda b~ the sec
retariat on statistics of private consumption- expendi
ture and on seasonal and similar adjustments to
economic time-series; reports by the secretariat, in co
operation with the ILO, on continuous family budget
inquiries and on the extent of implementation of inter
national recommendations for statistics of employment
and unemployment; a pc:per prepared by FAO in co
operation with the secretariat of the Organization for
European Economic Co-operation on index numbers
of agricultural production; a memorandum by a na
tional rapporteur on education and supplementary train
ing of statisticians; a report by the secretariat on the
statistical activities of the various committees of ECE;
and reports by various international organizations on
their statistical work. A regional statistical seminar on
agricultural censuses was held in Poland under the
joint sponsorship of FAO and the Conference. During
the year. European programmes for statistics of fixed
capital formation, censuses of population, censuses of
housing and agricultural censuses were issued.

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE FAR EAST

326. As indicated in its annual report (E/3214) ,7

the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East
at its fifteenth session considered the work of its sub
sidiary bodies and reviewed its programme of work
with a view to devoting greater attention to the pro
motion of intrciregional and interregional co-operation
in respect of economic development and planning, trade,
resources development, transport and communications.
The Commission considered the problems arising from

f; Ibid., Twenty-second Session., Supplement No. 6, part In.
7 Ibid., Twenty-eighth Session, S11pplelllCllt No. 2.
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the decline durinR the year of primary commodity prices
associated with the recession in industrial countries and
the need to expand agricultural production. It recom
mended that a seminar be convened to evaluate and
utilize the census data from the 1960 \ Vurld Censuses
Programme. and also that a regional population con·
ference be held. The Commission also adopted resolu
tiuns (E/3214, part II I) on land settlement and on
population growth and economic devdopment in the
ECAFE region.

327. The Commission expressed appreciation of the
realistic appraisal of its work made pursuant to Council
resolutions 665 C (XXIV) and 694 D (XXVI). It
adopted a resolution (£/3214. part HI, resolution 29
(XV») endorsing the general lines of the report on
the subject. and noting with satisfaction that its pro
gramme of work and priorities for 1959-1960 took into
account the proposals made in the report.

328. At the request of the Council,S the Commission
considerel hvo proposed amendments to its terms of
reference, one concerning the social aspects of economic
development and the interrelationship of economic and
social factors and the other concerning the establishment
of appropriate liaison and co-operation with other re
gional commissions. The Commission adopted a reso
lution (E/3214, part IIl, resolution 30 (XV» recom
mending the Council to aiuend the Commission's terms
of reference.9

329. At the request of the Council (resolution
694 B (XXVI», the Commission amended its rules of
procedure to provide for the distribution of basic docu
ments six weeks before the commencement of a session.

330. The Commission continued to work closely
with the specialized agencies and other inter-govern
mental organizations in areas of work of common
concern. As in the past, many international non
governmental organizations co-operated actively with
the secretariat and the Commission's subsidiary bodies.

331. Some of the principal activities of the sub
sidiary bodies, which are described in the Commission's
report (E/3214), are briefly summarized below.

332. Economic devc!opment and planning. The Com
mission endorsed the report of the fourth session of
the \Vorking Party on Economic Development and
Planning (E/CN.ll/L,61), which had devoted special
attention to the problems of industrialization in relation
to economic development and planning as a whole. The
Working Party had placed emphasis on government
policies and measures required for the promotion of
industrialization, particularly to overcome shortages of
capital, foreign exchange, skilled labour, and entre
preneurial and managerial skills.

333. The Commission noted that it was desirable for
countries to co-ordinate their plans for economic devel
opment, particularly with regard to the building up of
industries which required larger markets than those
provided by most countries individually. It considered
the implications of the current accelerating rates of
population growth in the countries of the region for
food, investment and saving, and for economic devel
opment as a whole. It decided to convene working groups
of experts on prOGramming techniques and to establish
a Conference of Asian (Economic) Planners which
would meet every third year beginning in 1961. In

8 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirteenth
Session, Supple11le1lt No. .'/, paras. 373-374.

9 See paragraphs 399 to <lDl below.
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1959 the Working Party was to examine the prob
lems involved in achieving a balance between economic'
and social development, and in 1960 the economk aspects
of the development of transport.

33-l. Tradt'. The Committee on Trade, at its second
session, reviewed developmmts in trade amI trade
policies. It discussed the implications of the European
Economic Communitv for the trade of the countries of
the region in the liglit of the views of member Govern
ments and of the work of GATT relating to the EEC.
The Committee considered that payments and exchange
measures taken during the early part of 1959 in western
Europe constituted a major step towards the establish
ment of a multilateral system, and were likely to result
in intensified competition in respect of the imports and
exports of the region.

335. The Committee noted the Executive ~ecre

tary's statement in his report on the Intraregional Trade
Promotion Talks (E/CN.ll/TRADE/L.22) that the
countries participating in the talks had found them useful.
In revh~wing the findings of the Working Party on Cus
toms Administration (E/CN.l1/TRADE/L.17) , the
Committee emphasized that customs administrations
themselves could take the initiative in implementing
SOIlle of the \Vorking Party's recommendations.

336. The Commission noted the declining share of
the non.-industrialized countries in world export trade.
It welcomed the readiness of industriallv advanced coun
tries to co-operate in stahilizing priinary commodity
prices through international action. The Commission
decided to convene a second round of intraregional
trade promotion talks. and a second session of the
\Vorking Party on Customs Administration. It also
requested the Committee on Trade an(l the secretariat
to keep under review further den'lopments relating to
the EEC and to ocean freight rates, and to keep it in
formed of the activities of the international bodies
dealing with primary commodity problems. It stressed
the necessity of developing touri~t trade and requested
the secretariat to continue work on commercial arbitra
tion and market studies of specific commodities, for
example, spices, minerals and mineral products. jute
and jute products. and engineering goods.

33i. Indllstr\' anu nafllrai resources. The Com
mittee on Industry and Natural Resoi.lrces at its eleventh
session reviewed the progress and prohlems of indus
trialization in the region and suggested that the coun
tries of the region estahlish industrial information
centres. make a start on the manufacture of simple
machines. mechanize their cottage industries, carry out
demand surveys. and exchange information on their
industrial development plans .vith a view to avoiding
overproduction and to encouraging intraregional co
operation in the marketing of their industrial products.

338. In endorsing the report of the Symposium on
the Development of Petroleum Resources of Asia and
the Far East (E/CN.ll/I&NR/!3), the Committee
emphasized the need for a regional petroleum institu
tion, for uniform statistics and for a co-ordinated
development of the fuel and power resources of the
region.

339. The Committee approved the eighth report of
the Sub-Committee on Iron and Steel (E/CN.ll/
I&NR/12) and suggested that the countries of the
region should explore the possibility of intraregional
co-operation in respect of the production and trade in
raw materials, iron and steel. pig-iron. and semi
finished and finished steel.

36

,~40. TIll' Committee endGrsed the fifth report oi
the Working Party on Housing and Building Materials
{E/Cr\.ll/I&NR/IO), whkh had expressed concern
over the deteriorating housing situation in the region.
The Committee empha::.ized the need for both the public
and the private sector to intensify their efforts to pro
vide more houses and bettt'r water supply, drainage
and other commtmity facilities. and to introduce ne\\-'
techniques of construction through pilot projects. It also
took note of the conclusions of the United Nations
Seminar on H.egional Planning in regard to the devel
opment of metropolitan and rural areas and to the
location of industries. with a view to avoiding over
crowding in urban areas.

341. The Commission endorsed the recommenda
tions of the Committee on Industry and Natural Re
sources. It suggested that the specific problems in the
field of industrialization should be examined by work
ing parties, symposia, and seminars; and it endorsed
the proposals to convene a \Vorking Party on Basic
Chemicals. a Meeting (in co-operation with FAO) of
Experts on the Pulp and Paper Industry, a Seminar
on Aerial Survey Methods, a second Symposium on
the Development of Petroleum Resources, a Seminar
on the Management of Industrial Enterprises in the
Public Sector, and a Symposium on Bauxite. It n,lted
that the Geological Map of Asia :l.l1d the Far East had
been completed and that the work on regional mineral
and tectonic maps would be undertaken shortly. It
recommended that seminars and working parties be
convened on selected cartographic and mapping proh
lems relating to the development of natural resources
and that co-operation between the ECAFE secretariat
and the Cartographic Section of the United Nations
at Headquarters be continued in order to promote
regional and international co-operation in this field.
It approved the widening of the scope of the Suh
Committee on Iron and Steel to cover fouadries, and
industries consuming steel and other metals, and re
named that body the "Metals and Engineering Sub
Committee". It took note of the offers of several Gov
ernments to make available to the countries of the
region their national research and training irditutes.
for example, in the field of petroleum and small indu:>
tries. and suggested that assistance from the Special
Fund be provided to that end.

342. Inland transport and c01Jmwnicatwns. The
Commission reviewed the activities of the secretariat
in the field of inland transport and communications,
the fourth report of the Highway Sub-Committee
(E/CN.ll/TRANS/136) and the report of the Work
ing Party on Co-ordination of Transport (E/CN.Il/
TRANS/137). It suggested that early concerted action
should be taken by the countries of the region to
develop international highways through a gradual pro
gramme covering the linking of existing roads, the
progressive upgrading of standards, and the construc
tion of new links or alignments between the neighbour
ing countries. It approved a proposal that the secretariat
should organize groups of experts for each of the three
zones for which international highway links were sug
gested. It recommended that countries of the region
participate in the study week on highway safety to he
organized by the Government of India in 1959. It
approved the proposed study of the problems of high
way transportation, to be followed by a seminar on
the subject.

343. It took note of the work of the Regional Marine
Diesel Training Centre at Rangoon and of the Regional
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l{aiiway Tmining Centre at Lahore. It t'mphasizec1 the
usefulness of demonstration projects such as those con
cerning hydrofoil craft. It stressed the role of research
institutions in promoting low-cost transport and recom
mended that existing national research institutions be
expanded to meet the needs of the region.

344. The Commission recommended that the coun
tries of the region establish independent regulatory
agencies with a view to achieving co-ordinated devel
opment of the various means of transport. It noted
that, in 1960, the Working Party on Economic Devel
opment and Planning would deal with transport in
relation to economic development, and that ad hoc work
ing parties would deal with questions such as unifonnity
of accounting and statistical procedures, tariff co
ordination. taxation, subsidies. and the role of the State
in transport matters.

345. The Commission noted that the proposed meet
ing of the \Vorking Party of Telecommunicatio.. Ex
perts would be convened in 1959 in close co-operation
with ITV.

346. Flood control and water resources development.
The Committee for Co-ordination of Investigations of
the Lower 1\fekong Basin. at its three sessions held
during th~ period under review. ga"e special consid
eration to the co-ordination of various operations in
"olved in the utilization of the aid given by France,
Japan, New Zealand and the United 'states of America
as well as in the use of the services of the experts from
the Umted Nations agencies. The programme of in
vestigation was started with the collection of basic
data and the reconnaissance survev of the tributaries.
An FAO mission made ii1iHal stt{dies along the river
on irrigation, soil, forests. fisheries, crops, live-stock,
and agricultural economies. A TAA team of experts
concentrated on preliminary studies of mineral re
sources, inland navigation, flood control. the market for
power, and the general economic aspects of the devel
opment of the lower l\Iekong basin. The \\'MO sent
an ~xpert to carry out studies on hydrologic and
meteorological prohlems.

347. With the help of the Technical Assistance
Board, the Committee also appointed an international
advisory board of three members to assist in the assess
ment of the progress of investigations, and an Executive
Agent with suitable staff to advise the Committee on
the administration and technical co-ordination of the
plans for the general development of the lower Mekong
basin.

348. At the Commission's session, further offers of
aid-by the Governments of Australia, Canada and the
United Kingdom-were announced. The Commission
commended the spirit of international co-operation dis
played in connexion with the project and the support
and assistance given by the ECAFE secretariat. all of
which had made rapid progress on the project possible.
It hoped that the Special Fund would assist in the
completion of the programme of investigations.

349. The Commission also noted that the Bureau
of Flood Control and \Vater Resources Development
of ECAFE had organized, in co-operation with TAA,
a tour of experts from the region to study water re
sources development in Europe and North America,
had continued to publish the Flood Cantral Journal and
Flood Control Series, and had carried out studies for
the proposed ECAFE/WMO Seminar on Hydrologic
Networks and for the ECAFE/Bureau of Economic
Affairs Working Party on Earth-Moving Operations.
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350. Food cmd agriculture. In reviewing the ac
ti\'ities of the joint ECAFE/FAO Division, the Com
mission welcomed the establishment by the countries
of the region of credit institutions to serve the special
needs of cultivators. It emphasized the importance of
techniques of targl't-setting in agricultural planning.
It requested ECAFE und FAO jointly to draw up
a programme of regional meetings on, and training
cencres for. agricultural economics.

351. Statistics and otlza 1"t'scarclt. The Commission
approved the report and recommendations of the second
Conference of Asian Statisticians (E/CN.11/493). It
emphasized the need for Governments to adopt measures
and policies to strengthen their statistical services and
organizations with a view to developing an integrated
system of statistics for use in economic and social de
velopment planning and policy-making. It expressed its
appreciation of tht> concerted United Nations/FAO
programme of assistance to the countries of the region
through the provision of training and advisory services
in connexion with the 1960 \Vorld Censuses of Popu
lation and Agriculture. The Commission also adopted
a resolution (28 (XV)) in which it took note with
appreciation of the secretariat study on population '(rends
and related problems of economic development in the
ECAFE region and recommended that a regional
seminar for the evaluation and utilization of census
data in the ECAFE region and a regional pepulation
conferencf be organized and that the next session of
th~ PopUlation Commission he held in the ECAFF.
region (E/3214, part Ill).

352. Social affairs. The activities of the ECAFE
Division of Social Affairs continued to cover, among
other things, population questions. community devel
opment and social welfare. The Division carrid out an
analytical case study of the allocation of public funds
for economic and social development in Ceylon. and
participated in case studies in China (Taiwan), India
and Pakistan on the economic aspects of con:munity
development. Besides participating in the study of the
relationship between population growth and ec,momic
development, the Division continued to assist th:: Demo
graphic Training and Research Centre at Bombay estah
lished by the Government of India and the United
Nations: A United Nations Seminar on the Planning
and Administration of National Community Develop
ment Programmes was convened.

353. Techniral assistance acth,ities. The Commission
took note with appreciation of the information paper
submitted by the TAB secretariat on technical aS6bt:mce
provided to -the countries and territories of the ECAFE
region under the Expanded Programme and the regular
programme (E/CK.ll/495). It noted that United
Nations technical assistance could. as in the case of
the Mekong project, be used as a catalyst to stimulate
multilateral aid on interaational projects. It felt that
the Commission's knowledge and experience could he
used to create even closer relations between the Com
mission's work and the country programmes, and that
the advisory services of the ECAFE secretariat could
lead to the formulation of comprehensive programmes
for surveys of resources and the development of research,
training and other institutions in the region.

354. Ad'l'isor'\l seY'l;ices. The ECAFE secretariat
continued to promote the exchange of experience and
information on scientific, technical and economic matters
am"ng the member countries. It rendered advisory
services, in co-operation with the specialized agencies,
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the Bureau of Technical Assistance Uperations amI
the Technical Assistance Board. The ECAFE secre
tariat was represented on the advisory boards of re
gional training centres dealing with, among other things,
railwavs, and censuses and statistics, and on research
centres such as those for housing. It continued to assist
and advise the Committee for Co-ordination of Investiga
tions of the Lower ~Iekong Basin.

ECONOMIC C01DJISSION FOR LATIN AMERICA

355. The Economic Commission for Latin America
held its eighth session at Panama City in May 1959. As
indicated in its annual report (E/3246/Rev.1),lO the
Commission adopted a number of resolutions on such
matters as the improvement of budget procedures, the
Central American Economic Co-operation Committee,
the Joint ECLA/TAO Economic Development Train
ing Programme, the est"blishment of economic devel
opment advisory groups, structural and institutional
factors of agricultural development, a study of trends
and prospects in the timber industry, the institutional
framework of industrialization, the initiation of a study
of the metal transforming industri....s, the planning and
utilization of hydro-electric resources and the peaceful
uses of atomic energy. The Commission ::>150 t0Gk uute
of the report of the second session of the Trade Com
mittee and accorded the highest priority to the im
plementation of the various resolutions adopted by the
Committee. In reviewing its programme of work anrl

priorities for 1959-1960, the Commission accorded top
priority to projects falling within the Central American
Economic Integration Programme. It introduced no
major changes in policy, but added five projects to the
current work programme and eliminated five others.
The Commission also considered the appraisal of its
work programme prepared under Council resolutiors
665 C (XXIV) and 694 D (XXVI). It took note with
satisfaction of its general purport and requested the
Council ard other United Nations bodies to give it all
possible consideration.

356. At the request of the Council,l1 the Commis
sion considered hvo proposed amendments to its terms
of reference, one regarding the social aspects of eco
nomic development and the interrelationship of economic
and social factors, and the other regarding the estab
lishment of appropriate liaison and co-opeI'J.tion with
other regional commissions. The Commission recom
mended to the Council the adoption of both amend
ments.12 On the recommendation of the Council (reso
lution 694 B (XXVI)), the Commission amended its
rules of procedure to provide for the distribution of
basic documents six weeks before the opening of each
session.

357. Following upon the extraordinary session of
the Committee of the Whole of the Commission held
in New York in October 1958 to discuss proposals
for the financing of the United Nations building in
Santiago and the adoption by the General Assembly
(resolution 1273 (XIII)) of the Committee's recom
mendation, negotiations began with the Government of
Chile regarding the preparation of the site and other
preliminary work of a technical nature.

358. The Commission and its secretariat continued
to maintain close contact with the specialized agencies
and other organizations concerned with the economic
problems of Latin America. In particular, the Bank
and I.MF worked closelv with it in connexion with the
Central American Integration Programme.

359. Some of the principal activities of ECLA,
\vhich are more fully described in the Commission's
report (E/3246/Rev.l), are briefly summarized below.

360. Trade policy. At its second session, held at
Panama City from 11 to 19 :May 1959, the Trade Com
mittf'e considered the cports of its subsidiary bodies
(the Central Banks Working Group and the Working
Group on the Latin American Regional Market), secre
tariat studies and the reports of the consultative meet
ings on trade policy.

361. At its second session, held at Rio de Janeiro
in November 1958, the Central Banks '\forking Group
approved a draft protocol on the establishment of a
Latin American system for the multilateral compensation
of bilateral balances, which has since come into effect.

362. The 'vVorl:i.ng Group on the Latin American
hegional Market, which held its second session at
Mexico City in February 1959, recommended the
adoption of a series of guiding principles covering
various structural and operational aspects of the Latin
American common market. It suggested that such prin
ciples should be worked out in detail during the nego
tiations required for the formulation and adoption of
a Latin American agreement on the common market
and should include, inter alia, provisions on reciprocal
trade benefits of the common market; stability in re
ciprocal treatment; equalization of customs duties; co
ordination of trade policy; rules of competition; meas
ures to remedy balance-of-payments disequilibrium;
special measures (escape clauses); customs and statis
tical co-ordination; participation of private enterprise;
and the payments regime.

363. The Trade Conm1ittee agreed that the common
market should be open to all Latin American countries
which might wish to become members, and that it
should operate on a competitive hasis and comprise
the greatest possible number of products.

364. It was agreed that Governments would appoint
a group of experts which would meet not later than in
February 1960 to prepare a draft agreement on the
common market for subsequent cOl13ideration by the
Trade Committee.13

365. Central American Integration Programme. At
the fifth session of the Central American Economic Co
operation Committee, held at Tegucigalpa, Honduras,
in June 1958, the plenipotentiary representatives of the
Central American countries signed the Multilateral
Treaty on Free Trade and Central American Economic
Integration, the Agreement on the Regime for Central
American Integration Industries, the Central American
Agreement on Road Traffic and the Central American
Agreement on Uniform RuM Signs and Signals. The
Multilateral Treaty on Free Trade and Central Ameri
can Economic Integration, signed by the five Central
American Governments on 10 June 1958, entered into
force between Guatemala, El Salvador and Nicaragua
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10 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Twenty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 4.

11 See Official Records of the General Assembly, ThJ"rteenth
Session, Supplement No. 3, paras. 373-374.

12 See paragraphs 399 to 401 below.
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13 For further information on the discussion in the Trade
Committee and the eighth session of the Commission, see
Official Records of the General Assembly, Fourteenth Session,
Supplement N Q. 1, chap. n, sect. A.9 (c), and the report of the
second session of the Trade Committee (E/CN.l2/C.l/1S1
Rev.2). .
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upon the deposit of the third instrument of ratification
in June 1959. In these cOl''1t ries the Agreement on the
Regime for Central Ameril..r Integration Industries has
also been ratified, and will come into force upon the
deposit of the fifth instrument of ratification. These
instruments mark an important stage in the work for
the economic integration of Central America.

366. The Committee approved the work carried out
und~r the Economic Integratioa Programme since its
fourth session, and laid down fresh lines of policy for
the Programme. It also reviewed the work of the
various sub-committees and ad hoc meetings through
which the Programme, with the assistance of the secre
tariat, is being carried out, and decided to set up ne\v
sub-committees on electric power; housing, building
and planning; and transport.

367. The Central American Sub-Committee on
Statistical Co-ordination at its fourth session reviewed
and evaluated the progress made in regard to statistical
co-ordination, and adopted resolutions on agricultural,
foreign trade, and population and fiscal statistics.

368. The Central i\merican Trade Sub-Committee,
at its fifth session, agreed on the equalization levels for
import duties on a large number of the items covered
by the Multilateral Treaty on Free Trade and Central
American Economic Integration. A first Central
American convention on customs equalization, cover
ing approximately hali the commodities listed in the
schedule of the Treaty, was drafted and recommended
to Governments for signature. In conformity with the
resolutions adopted by the Sub-Committee, a group of
consultants, consisting of ministerial representatives,
agreed on uniform levels for most of the items included
in the Treaty. Progressive equalizatiot! was also provided
for in the case of goods for which it could not be im
mediately achieved.

369. The Central American Transport Sub-Com
mittee, at its first session, approved, for experimental
use in Central America, a complete set of technical
specifications for road and bridge building.

370. At the first session of the Central American
Housing, Building and Planning Sub-Committee, stress
was laid on the importance of developing free trade in
building materials and equipment and of establishing
industries for the supply of such materials, within the
economic integration programme. The Sub-Committee's
work programme for 1958-1959 was approved. A dis
cussion was held on future technical assistance needs
for the fulfilment of the programme and on the co
operation which would be required from national bodies.

371. Economic development.14 During the year,
increasing emphasis was plac( 1 on studies designed
to serve as background material for the work on the
common market and Central American integration.
vVork on individual country studies was concentrated
on the Central American countries (Costa Rica, El
Salvador, Honduras and Panama), and the study on
the economic development of Argentina was completed.

372. The influence of the common market on the
economic development of Latin America w~.s analysed
from the point 01 view of demand and sources of supply
of capital goods and other products in the Latin Ameri-

14 For further information on the discussions of the Commis
sion at its eighth session, see Official Records of the General
Assembly, Fourteenth Session, Supplement No. 1, chap. Il,
sect. A.9 (c) ; and Official Rccm'ds of the Economic a1~d Social
Council, Twenty-eighth Session, Supplcment No. 4.
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can countries up to 1975. The prospects for the ex
pansion of traditional exports were also examined,
together with foreign financing and import substitution
possibilities. A study was made of the level that inter
Latin American trade would have to reach if the Latin
American economies were to develop at the same rate
as in the past.

373. The Commission stressed the importance of
extending to economic development programming the
type of assishlnce which the ECLA secretariat, in co
operation with other United Nations departments and
the 5pecialized agencies, had for years been giving
to Governments in various fields, including the pulp
and paper industries and Central American integra
tion. It therefore supported the organization of the
economic development advisory groups undertaken
jointly by the secretariat of the Commission and the
Bureau of Technical Assistance Operations.

374. The seventh regular course of the ECLAj
TAO Economic Development Training Programme was
held at Santiago from July 1958 to February 1959,
with the participation of nineteen trainees. Intensive
courses were held at Rio de Janeiro and Buenos Aires.

375. Industry.14 A study on the industrial de'velop
ment of Peru was completed. As a result of the study
made on the motor-vehicle industry in Brazil, work
will proceed on a general study of industry in other
Latin American countries. An inventory of Latin
American industry is being prepared as part of the
studies related to the common market. Preliminary
material pertaining to this inventory was submitted to
the Commission at its eighth session (EjCN.12j524j
Add.I-3). The study Qn the chemical industries was
started with a pilol. study on Chile in co-operation
with the Chilean Development Corporation (CORFO).
A meeting of railwa;I industrialists and railway and
government observers was convened in March 1959 to
discuss ways and means of ensuring the development
of the railway equipment industry in Latin America.

376. The ECLAjFAOjTAO PUlp and Paper Ad
visory Group completed its field work in Ecuador,
Mexico and Venezuela and began studies in Brazil.
Requesh~ for the co-operation of the group were received
from other countries.

377. Energy, 'Water resources and agriculture.14

The Commission recommended that support be given
to the work begun by IAEA in Latin America. A joint
ECLAjTAOj\iVMO Water Resources Survey Group
completed studies on Chile, Ecuador and North Pala.
gonia (Argentina). Requests for the Group's services
were received from Venezuela and Cuba.

378. The joint ECLAjFAO Progran1me was con
centrated on studies on the role of agricultural com
modities 1n the proposed Latin American common
market and on continuation of the coffee survey. So
far, seven commodities have been studied (oils and
fats, wheat and wheat flour, dairy products, meat, wool,
cotton and fruit) ; a preliminary version of three of the
studies bearing on the common market (EjCN.12j
499) was submitted to the Commission at its eighth
session. After the publication of v -'lume I of the series
Coffee in Latin America (EjCN.12j490), which dealt
with Colombia and El Salvador, field work was begun
for a similar survey in Brazil.

379. Social aspects of ec.onomic development. The
secretariat, in conjunction with the Bureau of Social

.(



or the ex-
examined,

mbstitution
that inter

E the Latin
same rate

lortance of
mming the
riat, in co
:ments and
~en giving
~ the pulp
in integra
.on of the
undertaken
n and the

e ECLA/
'amme was
lary 1959,

Intensive
~nos Aires.
11 develop
. the study
'azil, work
'f in other

of Latin
,art of the
lreliminary
Ibmitted to
N.12/524/
Istries was
l-operation
CORFO).
Lilway and
ch 1959 to
~ve1opment

America.
Paper Ad

Ecuador,
in Brazil.
re received

riculture .14

: be given
:a. A joint
vey Group
orth Pala.
I'S services

~ was con
:ural com
l common
urvey. So
(oils and

leat, wool,
lree of the
E/CN.12/
its eighth
the seri~s

rhich dealt
was begun

Vlwnt. The
of Social

Affairs and UNESCO, organized a seminar on urban
ization, which was held at Santiago, Chile, in July 1959.

380. With respect to demographic questions, the
Commission attributes special importance to labour
supply, which has an important bearing on ~conomic

development in specific countries and areas and on the
analyses and projections required for programming
purposes. The Latin American Demographic Centre
for Research and Training at Santiago, Chile, in which
the Bureau of Social Affairs and ECLA collaborate,
gave its first regular course in 1958.

381. The secretariat of ECLA, the United Nations
Bureau of Social Affairs and the Pan A.-merican Union
co-operated in organizing groups of experts on the
financing of housing construction, under the United
Nations technical assistance programme.

382. Technical assistance activities. The Commis
sion expressed its appreciation of the help given by
TAO t,') Governments in the region and to the secre
tariat. It requested that collaboration with TAO be
maintained as a means of furthering the Central Ameri
can Economic Integration Progral11111e, and took note
with satisfaction of the initiation of the work of the
ECLA/TAO economic development advisory groups.

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA

383. The Economic Commission for Africa, estab
lished by the Council in April 1958 (resolution 671
(XXV)), held its first session from 29 December 1958
to 6 January 1959 at Parliament House in Addis Ababa,
Et.~iopia. A full account of the organization and pro
ceedings of the session is contained in its first report
(E/3201) .15

384. The first session of the Commission was at
tended by all the Member States to which member
ship of the Commission is open, except the Union of
South Africa, which had decided for the present not
to participate in the Commission's work. All associate
members of the Commission were also represented.
Observers from seventeen States Members of the
United Nations not members of the Commission were
present. In accorda;:.ce with paragraph 11 of the Com
mission's terms of reference (E/3201, annex Ill), nint
specialized agencies were represented at the session.
Representatives of a number of non-governmental or
ganizations in consultative status also attended the
session in accordance with paragraph 14 of the terms
of reference.

385. During the session several delegations ex
pressed the hope that all countries and territories with
in the Commission's geographical scope would par
ticipate in its work. The French delegation stated that
the institutions of the Community established by the
new Constitution would not be brought into operation
before April 1959 and that it would therefore have
to reserve the position of the Community on the oeci
sions taken by the Commission.

386. In accordance with paragraph 15 of its terms of
reference, the ':ommission adopted its rules of pro
cedure (E/3201, annex IV), which are broadly similar
to those of the other regional economic commissions
and which take into account certain provisions which
the Council has asked all its subsidiary bodies to adopt.

15 Official Reco'rds of the Economic alld Social Council,
Twenty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 10.
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387. Having regard to the advantages which the
other regional economic commissions have derived from
their relations with inter-governmental organizations,
and bearing in mind paragraph 13 and other provisions
in its terms of reference relating to inter-governmental
organizations, the Commission considered (E/3201,
part Ill, resolution 1 (I)) that appropriate liaison with
the Accra Conference of Independent African States,
the Economic Committee of the Arab League, and the
Commission for Technical Co-operation in Africa South
of the Sahara was desirable. It requested the Executive
Secretary to seek to establish as early as possible appro
priate arrangements for liaison with those three organi
zations. It also authorized the Executive Secretary to
bring to the notice of the Commission, either on his
own initiative or at the request of any member, as
soon as possible, details of any other inter-governmental
organizations operating in Africa with which the Com
mission Might wish to consider entering into a similar
relationship; and stated that a decision on such relation
ship could be reached by correspondence between the
Executive Secretary and the members and associate
members of the Commission, provided that the mem
bers of the Commission agreed unanimot1sly.

388. The Commission devoted considerable atten
tion to problems relating to the expansion of technical
and economic assistance to the States and territories of
Africa. It noted that only a limited amount of such
assistance was being given. It recommended (E/
3201, part Ill, resolution 2 B (I)) that the Council,
in its examination of the problms of technical and
economic aid, continue to keep in mind the special
needs of the States and territories of Africa, with a
view to increasing the amount of such aid; expressed
the hope that member States would find it possible
to increase technical and economic assistance to African
States and territories, special consideration being given
to countries that were passing through a critical phase;
and that the Governing Council of the Special Fund.
the Technical Assistance Board and the specialized
agencies would give sympathetic consideration, in their
annual examination of technical assistance programmes,
to the requests submitted by the African cOl'ntries.
keeping in mind their special needs.

389. It also adopted a resolution (E/3201, part IH,
resolution 2 A (I)) in which it referred to the recent
admission of Guinea to mem: ership of the United
Nations and to the termination of external financial
and other assistance pursuant to its accession to inde
pendence. The Commission recognized the need for
special United Nations assistance to Guinea and ex
pressed the hope that every consideration would be
given to the special position of Guinea by the author
ities responsible for administering the various technical
assistance programmes of the United Nations and the
specialized agencies.

390. The Commission devoted a considerable part
of its deliberations to the drawing up of a programme
of work and priorities. It did so on the basis of a
memorandum by the Executive Secretary in which he
gave a general conspectus of the work that seemed to
be called for by the fun::tions tha.t the Council had as
signed to the Commission. The programme of work
is contained in part V of the Commission's report. It
includes a study on West Africa. The Commission
agreed that, subject to the consent of the Governments
of West Africa, the Executive Secretary should under
take a study on the spheres in which the countries
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and territories of West Africa could mutually benelit
from increasing their economic contacts .with one an
other in such fields as trade, transportatIOn; conserva
tion of water, and the pooling:.f electric power. The
Executive Secretary was also asked to make a study
to determine the different aspects, particularly the
agricultural and industrial aspects, of a Maghrebi eco
nomic unit. Other concerted action projects included
the exploration of mean~ of aiding Governments :n
North Africa to develop sea-fisheries and esparto grass;
efforts to ensure more effective locust control; and the
eradication of infectious diseases of live-stock in north
east Africa. The Commission emphasized the import
ance of undertaking on-the-job training courses within
its secretariat and requested UNESCO to undertake
a survey of facilities available for training in economics.
statistics and related fields. It was decided to convene
a workshop on community development and a meeting
of economic experts. It was also decided to under
take a long-term statistical programme, including a
stati~tical survey of Africa, and to convene a con
ference of African statisticians. The Commission recog
nized the great need for resources surveys, international
trade and development progranuning. A programme
of research was also authorized which would cover
some of the most important problems of economic de
velopment in Africa, and their social aspects. Provision
was made for consulting the specialized agencies before
implementing the work programme, and it was proposed
that special arrangements be made for the establish
ment of a joint programme with FAO.

391. The Commission decided (E/3201, part Ill.
resolution 3 (I» to convene its second session at
Tangier, Morocco, early in 1960.

Section H. Discussion in the Council

392. The annual reports of ECE (E/3227),
ECAFF (E/3214) and ECLA (E/3246/Rev.l)l6
,vere presented to the Council at its twenty-eighth ses
sion by the Executive Secretaries concerned, who de
scribed in their statements some of the main develop
ments in the work of the commissions and their secre
tariats. The Executive Secretary of ECA presented the
first report of the Commission to the Council (El
3201 ) 17 and gave an account of the progress that had
been made in the establishment of its secretariat and
with regard to the projects included in its work pro
gramme. He stated that he h~J undertaken negotia
tions with a view to initiating the study requested by
the Commission on the question of closer economic con
tacts among West African countries and territories.
Close relations had bee~ established with FAO in
regard to the work the Commission had requested on
locust control and on the eradication of infectious
diseases of live-stock in north-east Africa. An agree
ment had been made with FAO for the establishment
of a joint FAO/ECA agricultural economics unit, whose
chief had been provided by FAO. A Community De
velopment V\Torkshop and a Conference of African
Statisticians were to be held in September and October
1959. Preparations had been made for a meeting
of economic experts, to be held around the end of
1959. The Executive Secretary had also established
valuable co-operation with UNESCO and made useful
contacts with other specialized agencies.

16 Ibid., Supplements .Vas. 3, 2 alld' 4, respectively.
17 Ibid" S/lppll!11!l!nt .\'a. 10.

41

393. In the debate,111 members of the Council ~x

pressed their satisfaction with the work that was bel?g
done by the regional economic commissions and WIth
the programmes they had drawn up for the fu~ur~.. The
regional economic commissions had pl~yed a Slgmficant
role in the universal drive for the achIevement of eco
nomic development, and were an important part of ~e
machinery set up within the United Na;tions for dealing
with economic matters. Several delegations felt that the
work of the commissions was growing in importance
as their efficiency and prestige increased. Refer~nce

was made to the advantages to be derived from closer
co-operation and contacts among them.

394. Members of the Council considered that ECE
had played a most valuable role in providing objective
and thorough studies on ~he EuroI?~an c.'conomy at1:d t!Jat
it had established a umque posItion as a contmumg
meeting-place at which, in particular, pro~lems of co
operation between Eastern and \Vestern Eur?pe w~re

dealt witb systematically and thoroughly. SpecIal praIse
was expressel~ for the work done by a number of. sub
sidiary bodies of ECE, particularly by the CommIttees
on the Developmem of Trade and on Inland Transport.
Reference was made to the importance of the studies
made on trade in capital goods and on automation. A
number of delegations felt that the potential usefulness
o~ the Commission had not been fully exploited and
expressed the hope that the reduction of inten~ational

tension would make it possible for a constructive ap
proach to be made to the major issues with which the
Commission should be able to deal.

395. The members of the Council expressed their
satisfaction with the work being done by ECAFE,
particularly in the field of ec~nom!c ?evelopment.
Several delegations spoke of the Imagmatlve approach
of ECAFE and its secretariat to a number of projects
designed to benefit the region as a whole or groups of
countries within it. The Commission was commended
for the part it had continued to play in the plans for
the development of the lower Mekong basin and for
its initiative in elaborating realistic plans for the develop
ment, in stages, of an Asian highway which would
eventually link the countries of the region from Viet
Nam to Iran. It was felt that these projects could
hardly have been initiated without the prestige and
authority that ECAFE had acquired. References were
made to the value of the activities of the \Vorking Party
on Economic Development and Planning, and the work
on statistics. small-scale industries, intra-regional trade
and mineral resources development. The decision to
convene a Conference of Asian Economic Planners was
considered by a number of delegations as a sound de
velopment which might make a valuable contribution
to the objectives of ECAFE and which might, in due
course, serve as a pattern to be followed in some of the
other regions of the world.

396. In discussing the activities of ECLA, mem
bers of the Council placed special emphasis on the
expansion of the advisory services that ECLA was
rendering to the countries of the region and on the
promotion of economic integration in Latin America, in
which ECLA had played such an important part. Mem
bers of the Council expressed their appreciation of the
part ECLA had played in preparing plans for a
regional market, the achievement of which might be
facilitated by the relative homogeneity of the countries

18 E/AC.6/SR.?62-265: E/SR. 1082.
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of the region. Most delegations felt that the setting
up of advisory groups on economic development and
programming was highly useful, and that the groups
would contribute significantly to the advance towards
economic development, which was the Latin American
countr:es' immediate and paramount object. One delega
tion expressed concern lest the establishment of ad
visory groups might lead to some weakening of the
broadly international character of the expert assistance
that was being rendered 10 countril's under the technical
assistance programme, and wondered whether there was
not a danger that the operation or the groups might go be
vond what were considered the normal activities of the
Commission. The secretariat explained that the service
given to Governments would be considerably improved
if it were rendered by experts whose technical assist
ance activities were not divorced from the research
work that had been done in ECLA and whose thorough
knowledge of the economic and social conditions in the
various countries would make their advice more realistic
and more beneficial. The staff of the advisory groups
would be able to add to their wide research experience
a familiarity with practical problems of economic de
velopment in the rlifferent countries. The advisory
groups would not be limited to the experts of any
particular continent and the international character of
the expert groups would be maintained, especially as
they would be operated in accordance with the regula
tions apphcable to United Nations technical assistance.

397. Members of the Council were gratified at the
progress made by the newly established Economic Com
mission for Africa. It was felt that ECA had embarked
on a sensible and practical programme of ''lork which
would enable it to face some of the most urgent needs
of the African continent. The Commission could benefit
from the experience that the other regional commis
sions had gained over a period of more than ten years.
Close collaboration with the specialized agencies would
also help it in its work. Attention was called to the
value of the projects that the Commission had in
cluded in its work programme concerning \Vest Africa
amI a Maghrebi economic unit. Members of the Coun
cil wished the Commission success in its future work.

398. In resolution 723 (XXVIII) the Council noted
the annual reports of the regional economic commis
sions and endorsed their programmes of work and
priorities.

Annex
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:\~Ir:Nl>MENT OF TBI-: CO~UIISSIO:-<S' TERMS OF
REFERENCE

3l)l1. .\t their sl's"iollS '" 1959, ECE, ECAFE and
EC1..\ had considered proposed amendments to their
terms of reference which had been referred to them by
the Council at its twenty-sixth session. I:l The amend
ments were designed to include in the terms of refer
ence a provision on the socio.l aspects of economic de
velopment and the interrelationship of economic and
social factors, and a provision on co-operation and
liaison between the regional economic commissions.

400. The annual reports of the three commissions
contained accounts of their debate on the question.
Both ECAFE and ECLA had unanimously recom
mended (E/3214, part Ill, resolution 30 (XV); and
E/3246/Rev.1, paras. 202-209) that the Council ap
prove the amendments. In the discussion on the ques
tion in ECE, however, a divergence of opinion had
arisen and the Commission had decided to have the
views expressed appropriately reflected in its annual
report for the Council's information.

401. Complying with the wish expressed by ECAFE
and ECLA, the Council in resolution 723 (XXVIII).
amended the terms of reference of those two com
missions. No agreement could however be reached in
the Council on whether the terms of reference of ECE
should be changed, in the absence of a recommendation
by the Commission. A number of delegations stated that
at least that amendment which called for co-operation
and liaison ,....ith the other regional commissions should
be approved in view of the fact that the terms of refer
ence of ECAFE and ECLA had been amended so as
to provide for such co-operation and in view of the
fact also that a similar provision had been included
in the terms of reference of ECA. Other delegations,
however, felt that the Council should not act if the
Commission itself had been unable to agree. More
over, they felt that neither of the two proposed amend
ments was really required in the case of ECE since,
as stated by a number of its members and by the
Executive Secretary, the Commission was already, on
the basis of the existing terms of reference, dealing"
with the social aspects of economic development, whe~
necess.ar;', and was co-operating with other regional
commISSIOns.

lil See Official Records of the General Assembh Thil·teenth
Session, SllP/'le11lellt No. 3, paras. 373-374. . ,
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Internatio.lal Union of Official Travel Organizations
E/CN.ll/NGO/26. Development of international travel and
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World Federation of Trade Unions
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Int('rnatiol1al Confederation of Free Trade Unions
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International l'niOl of Official Travel Organizations
E/CN.l1/NGO/2'I. Tourism in the ECAFE region.
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International Federation of Women La ,ers
E/CN.11/NGO/31. Programme of \\-"rk and priorities.
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Chapter V

OTHER ECONOMIC QUESTIONS

402. An account of the Council's consideration of
the world economic situation, of questions relating to
economic development, and of the activities of the
regional economic commissions is given in chapters lI,
III and IV above. In this chapter other in1portant eco
nomic questions are considered. No mention is how
ever made of the activities of the Statistical Commis
sion, which held no session during the period under
review. The continuing work carried out by the Sta
tistical Office is described in the Annual Report of ;//('
Secretary-General on the Work of the Organization. 1

Section I. Principles of international economic
co-operation

403. At its twenty-eighth session the Councii had
before it2 the compendium of extracts from resolutions
concerning principles of international economic co-opera
tion (E/3202) prepared by the Secretary-General in
response to General Assembly resolution 1157 (XII).
It had also before it the views of a number of Govern
ments on the question of the desirability of formulating,
in the light of the provisions of the Charter of the
United Nations and of the resolutions referred to in
the compendium and of any other relevant interna
tional declarations, a statement of the economic ob
jectives of the United Nations and of the means of
international co-operation that might serve to attain
those objectives (E/3202/Add.1-9), which views the
Secretary-General had requested in response to Gen
eral Assembly resolution 1321 (XIII).

404. In resolution 727 B (XXVIII) the Council
took note of the compendium and of the views expressed
by Governments, and requested the Secretary-General
to transmit to Member States any further replies he
might receive, and to prepare for the Council at its
thirtieth session an analytical and comparative sum
mary of all replies sent to him.

Section ll. Transport and communications
questions

405. The Council at its twenty-eighth session had
before it the report of the Transport and Communica
tions Commission on its ninth session (E/3264) ,3

which, in accordance with Council resolution 693 B
(XXVI), constituted a final report on the work of
the Commission and included recommendations for
future arrangements for handling the residual activities
hitherto performed by the Commission and not trans
ferred to other agencies, including the Inter-Govern
mental Maritime Consultative Organization (IMCO).

1 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fo"rteenth Ses
sion, S"pplemeltf No. 1, chapter II A, section 8.

2 ElAC.6/SR.271; E/SR.l087.
3 Official Records of the Economic and Soci61 Council,

Twenty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 12.
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The report listed the subjects which in the view of
the Commission should continue to be dealt with by
the Council and its appropriate organs. As subjects
primarily world-wide in scope it mentioned: the facili
tation of international travel and transport. the interna
tionai transport of dangerous goods, technical assistance,
the activities of the specialized agencies, international
travel and transport statistics and contractual freedom
in transport insurance. As subjects primarily regional
in scope, it listed regional developments in the field of
transport and the co-ordination of inland transport.

406. In addition to the recommendations on Clr
rdllgements for future work, the Commission had in
cluded in its report draft resolutions on the facilitation
of international travel and transport and on the interna
tional transport of dangerous goods. for the Council's
consideration.

407. In the course of the debate in the Council4 some
members expressed concern lest the termination of the
Commission might jeopardize important work in trans
port and communications. There was widespread ap
preciation of the valuable work which the Commission
had done but most representatives felt that it had suc
cessfully accomplished the task for which it had been
set up and that the important, and in some respects
expanding, work remaining to be done could hence
forth most expeditiously be performed by arrangements
such as had been suggested by the Commission itself.
The need for tackling problems of transport and com
munications more intensively in the regional economic
commissions and particularly in ECLA was stressed
by a number of representatives.

408. In resolution 724 A (XXVIII) the Council
noted the report of the Commission and expressed its
appreciation of the work undertaken by it. It approved
the suggestions contained in the report regarding future
arrangements for handling the remaining activities
hitherto performed by the Commission, and decided
to terminate the Commission and, as appropriate, to
transfer its residual functions to the Council :md to its
regional economic commissions.

409. In resolution 724 B (XXVIII), dealing with
the facilitation of international travel and transport, the
Council, noting the views of the Transport and Com
munications Commission with regard to a resolution
adopted in 1958 by the International Union of Official
Travel Organizations, requested the Secretary-General
to bring up to date and pursue further the technical
studies in the field of international travel and tourism
and, after consultation with Governments of Member
States, the appropriate specialized agencies and other
organizations, to make recommendations for the devel
opment of international travel and tourism, including
recommendations regarding the desirability of conven
ing an international conference on t!1ese subjects.

4 E/AC.6/SR.366; E/SR.I082.
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410. In resolution 724 C (XXVIII), dealing with
the international transport of dangert>us goods, the
Council noted the progress report of the Committee of
Experts for Further Worl~ on t!l.e Transport of Dan
gerous Goods ( E/CN.2/191 and Add.!) and com
mended the experts for their valuable \'York. It requested
the Secretar)'-General, inter alia, to continue the Com
mittee of Experts in existence, to consider increasing
the number of experts from eight to nine, and to con
vene the next meeting in the late summer of 1960. It
also requested the Secretary-General to set up a group
of three experts on explosives. It further requested the
Secretary-General to inform the International Atomic
Energy Agency of the desire of the Council that the
Agency be entrusted with the task of drafting recom
mendations on the transport of radioactive substances.
The Council also urged Governments, regional eco
nomic commissions and international organizations con
cerned to take note of the revised recommendations of
the Committee of Experts and to continue to keep the
Secretary-General informed of the extent to which they
could bring their own practices into conformity with
them.

411. The Council also had before it a communication
from the Director-General of the International Labour
Office (E/3282/Rev.l)5 informing the Council that a
compromise agreement had been reached at the secre
tariat level on a symbol to he recommended for adoption
by the Committee of Experts for Further Work on
the Transport of Dangerous Goods. The compromise
symbol had been submitted to the Governing Body of
the International Labour Office at its 142nd session,
which had authorized the Director-General to recom
mend it to Governments for adoption, SUbject to its
approval by the Economic and Social Council. The
Council endorsed the agreement reached with regard
to the symbol.

Section m. International commercial arbitration

412. The United Nations Conference on Interna
tional Commercial Arbitration, which was convened
under Council resolution 604 (XXI) and held at United
Nations Headquarters from 20 May to 10 June 1958,6
adopted a resolution expressing the wish that the United
Nations, through its appropriate organs, would take
such steps as it deemed feasible to encourage further
study of measures for increasing the effectiveness of
arbitration in the settlement of private law disputes.7

The Council considered the resolution at its twenty
seventh session. It had before it also a note submitted

a Official Records of the Economic am], Social CoulI.cil,
Twenty-eighth Session, A1l1Ie.t.~s, agenda item 9.

o See United Nations Conference on International Commer
cial Arbitration, New York, 20 May-l0 June 1958, FiMl Act
and Canvl?lltion on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign
Arbitral Awards (United Nations publication, Sales No.:
58.V.6).

7 Ibid., para. 16.
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by the Secretary-General (E/3211)8 indicating some
of the areas in which concerted action could contribute
to a more effective use of arbitration in connexion with
international trade and other private law transactions.

413. The Council adopted a resolution (708
(X X VII» in which it expressed the wish that arbitral
associations would give particular attention to educa
tional activities, to the establishment, where necessary,
of new arbitration facilities or improvement of existing
ones, and to facilitating private law arbitration. It in
vited Governments to consider sympathetically any
measures for improving their arbitral legislation and
institutions, to encourage interested organizations in the
development of arbitration facilities and related ac
tivities, and to avail themselves of appropriate oppor
tunities to obtain or to furnish, as the case might be,
technical advice and assistance. rt suggested that inter
governmental and non-governmental organizations active
in the field of international commercial arbitration should
co-operate with each other and with the United Nations
organs concerned. It recommended that the regional
economic commissions of the United Nations which had
not as yet included such a project in their programme
of work consider the desirability of undertaking a study
of measures for the more effective use of arbitration
by member States in their regions: and requested the
Secretary-General, within the limits of available staff
and financial resources, to assist Governments and
organizations in their efforts to improve arbitral legis
lation, practice and institutions, in particular by help
ing them tc obtain technical advice and assistance from
appropriate sources available for the purpose and by
providing gddance to Governments and organizations
concerned in co-ordinating their efforts and promoting
more effe-:tive use of arbitration in connexion with
international trade and other private law transactions.

414. During the discussion9 leading to the adoption
of this proposal, most delegations associated themselves
with the views expressed by the United Nations Con
ference on International Commercial Arbitration and
with the measures outlined in the proposal. Some repre
sentatives regretted, however, that the proposal did not
contain an express endorsement of the Convention on
the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral
AwarJs,6 and that it did not follow closely enough the
language used in the resolution unanimously adopted
by the Conference. Some delegations emphasized the
need for greater unification of commercial arbitral leg
islation, while others felt that practical measures should
be given at least the same attention and effort as legal
measures. It was thought that the Secretariat could be
of assistance to Governments and institutions in facili
tating arbitration where, for one reason or another, the
parties did not wish to use existing facilities, and that
United Nations organs could provide the proper direc
tion in the application of the practical measures outlined
in the proposal.

8 Official Records of the Economic and Social Cosmcil,
Twenty-seventh Session, Annexes, agenda item 8.

9 E/SR.1059-1060.
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Section I. World social situation

415. The Council, at its twenty-eighth session, en
gaged in a discussion on the world social situation,!
centring its attention primarily on the International
Survey of Progru,mmes of Social Developme11t (E/
CN.5/332) ,2 and the report of the Social Commission
on its twelfth session (E/3265 and Add.1).3

416. The second International Survey of Pro
grammes of Social Developmant (E/CN.5/332), pre
pared by the United Nations in co-operation with the
ILO, FAO, UNESCO and WHO and in accordance
with Council resolutions 585 H (XX), 663 E (XXIV)
and 663 H (XXIV), emphasized the changes which
had taken place since the first Slt1'Z'cy was issued in
1955 and included material on international as well
as national measures taken to improve social con
ditions. In addition to reporting on health, nutrition
and home economics, housing, labour and education
programmes, it dealt with social security and related
measures of income maintenance; special programmes
of social development; protection and rehabilitation;
public administration and social development; social
research in relation to social programmes; programmes
of rural development; rural community development
programmes; and programmes and measures for meet
ing problems of rapid urbanization.

417. The report of the Social Commission on its
twelfth session (E/3265 ar..d Add.l) brought to the
Council's attention the Commission's views not only
on the International Survey of Programmes of Social
Development but also on a long-range programme of
concerted international action in the field of low-cost
housing and related community facilities (E/CN.5/
339), which the Secretary-General had prepared in
pursuance of Council resolutions 663 A (XXIV), 664
(XXIV) (annex A I), and 694 C II (XXVI). It also
contained the Commission's comments on the report
of a group of experts on the development of national
social service programmes (E/CN.5/333) prepared in
accordance with Council resolution 663 G (XXIV)
and on the Secretary-General's report on Training
for Social Work: Third International Survey (E/
eN.5/331) 4 prepared in accordance with Council reso
lution 390 B (XIII). It reviewed the action taken, and
proposals for future activities, in implementation of
resolution 693 B (XXVI), annex, regarding the future
of the United Nations social defence programme (E/
CN.5/340), and gave an account of its discussion of a
report prepared by the Secretary-General on the sup
pression of the traffic in persons and of the exploitation

1 E/SRI078-1080, 1088; ElAC.7/SR. 400-404.
2 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 59.IV.2.
:l Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Twent}·-cighth Session. Supplement No. 11.
4 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 59.IV.1.
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of the prostitution of others (E/CN.5/338). In its
review of the progress made by the United Nations
in the social field during the period 1 Jcmuary 1957
to 31 December 1958 and proposals for th~ programme
of work for 1959-1%1 (E/CN.5/334 and Add.I-4),
the Social Commission informed the Council of the
action taken by the Secretary-General in implementing
various aspects of the United Nations programme in
the social fi.eld and proposals for future activities.

418. In introducing the debate on the world social
situation, the Secretary-General stressed the need for
a balance between economic development and social
progress. While it was generally agreed that the tempo
of social progress was limited by the level of prodl.lctive
resources, it was less generally recognized that social
progress was not only an end in itself but also a means
of promoting economic development.

419. The Secretary-General indicated that the In
ternational Survey of Programmes of Social Develop
me1~t showed that the implementation of the social de
velopment programme during the period l.lnder review
(1953-1957) had not maintained the same rate of expan
sion as during the years immediately following the
Second \Vorld \Var. The programmes covered wide
fields and their planning and execution were being
improved by more efficient methods and a better knowl
edge of social conditions; frequently, however, the pro
grammes slowed down and somerimes came to a tem
porary halt as countries were confronted with serious
financial, political or administrative difficulties. There
were exceptions, however; in Latin America and the
Middle East there was a new interest in land reform
and in programmes designed to raise the standard of
living of rural populations; in Africa there were suc
cessful efforts to improve education and public health;
and in countries of easti:f11 Europe, there had been
increased social security benefits, and new housing
projects had been initiated.

420. The Secretary-General drew attention par
ticularly to the field of housing. He noted that the
rate of progress had declined and that there had been
a deterioration in general housing conditions in many
countries. This had resulted from the difficulties ex
perienced in the financing of low-cost housing, the un
precedented increase in world population and the in
creasing flow of population from rural to urban centres.
He pointed out that the proposed long-range pro
gramme for low-cost housing should be closely related
to community development projects in rural areas and
to the industrialization and urbanization programmes.
As regards the training of personnel for the carrying out
of social programmes, the Secretary-General indicated
that funds :::urrently available did not permit the
United Nations to meet justifiable requests for as
sistance in many urgent cases, much less to continue
assistance throughout the period considered necessary
to produce the desired results.



INTr:RNATlONAL SURVEY OF PROGRAMMES OF SOCIAL
DEVELOPMEl'l'T

421. A number of members commended the Secre
tary-General and the specialized agencies concerned.
for the quality of the International SUrl.'l.'}' of Pro
grallllll-es of Social Development (E/CN.5/332). The
('Cltedl stressed that the major purpose of the SI/n't'j'
was to help countries to ber;.efit from one another's
experience and especially to provide information useful
to the ~conomically less developed countries in the
planning and implementation of their social pro
grammes. In this connexion, some representatives felt
that the Sun.'!!v should have included more detailed
information on ·such matters as the cost of social pro
grammes, the proportion of national income devoted to
such programmes and the degree to which existing
needs had been met. The view was also expressed that
more attention should have been devoted to difficulties
encountered and that analysing the reasons for the
failure of some social measures would have been as
fntitful as describing those programmes which had been
carried out successfully. Some representatives referred
to inadequacies in the description of social programmes
in individual countries, and sugges' :J that staff mem
hers associated with the preparation of such documents
should be recruited on a broader geographical basis.

422. Several suggestions were made with regard
to the format of the series of reports on the world social
situation and the programn1es of social development,
including the possibility of comhining the two categories
of reports into a single series in order to give a more
comprehensive picture of the social needs and of the poli
cies desi;;ned to meet them throughout the world.

423. It was stressed during the debate that the
unprecedented rate of growth of the world's population
and the mass movements of population from rural to
urban areas, leading to rapid urbanization, represented
a challenge of the first magnitude. The Council recog
nized the deterioration of the housing situation, much
of whkh was attributed to those demographic trends.
as ore of the most serious social problems that both
developed and under-developed countries had to face.
Some representatives expressed the view that the slow
ing duwn of the rate of social development observed
in many countries during the period covered by the
Su.rvey was not unavoidable and that effective measures
to reduce political tensions and military expenditures
would have made larger resources available for the
improvement of welfare.

424. The Council stressed the interdependence of
economic development and social development and
pointed out that ~rogress in anyone of the various
social fields was closely related to progress in others,
so that delay in one field might impede the develop
ment of other programmes. Special reference was made to
t!1e usefulness of the study of balanced economic and social
development \vhich would he carried out in accordance
with Council resolution 6()3 E (XXIV) and incorporated
in the next report on the world social situation.
~"\'eral representatives expres~:;d the view that, with
due consideration to the impcrtance of the participation
of the people themselves, it should be stressed that the
,.Ianning and financing of social programmes were
primarily a government responsibility; other representa
tives emphasized that voluntary initiative had a sig
nificant part to play in the development of such
programmes.
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425. The Council adopted a resolution (731 C
(XXVIII) in which it took note of the second Inter
national Survey of Programmes of Social DevelopmNlt
(E/CN.5/332) and requested the Secretary-General to
collect information from Member States concerning
experience gained, difficulties encountered and lessons
learned in the field of social development which '~'ould

be of assistance to under-developed countries in planning
and carrying out relevant programmes; this material
would be included as appropriate in future reports in
the series, together with the Secretary-General's sug
gestions and recommendations on the subject.

426, The Council adopted another resolution (731
J (XXVIII» in which it expressed the hope that
special efforts would be devoted to the development
at the national and international levels of social pro
grammes designed to meet more adequately the prob
lems of population growth, urbanization and housing
shortages. The Council urged Member States to con
sider the social implications of economic planning and
development; it recommended to that effect that Mem
ber States review in detail the situation with regard
to the availability of trained personnel with an under
standing of broad sodo-economic problems and consider
plans for overcoming any deficiencies that might he
revealed. The Council also emphasized the importance
of the community development approach and the need
to explore further its applicability to th~ problems
related to urbanization. Finally, the Council requested
the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the spe
cialized agencies concerned, to give special attention
to the inclusion of social experts in the planning and
implementation of economic development projects at
appropriate stages.

427. In connexion with its discussion of the SZtrl/c\"
the Council considered a proposal which dealt with the
possibilities of assuring to all sections of the population
the availability of drugs and preventive medicines at a
cost within the reach of low-income groups. The view
was expressed that obstacles to international trade in
drugs ar,d preventive medicines should be removed
as far as possible, and that the reduction of their
prices and an expansion of trade in them should
be encouraged. On the other hand, it was pointed out
that international action was already being taken in
that regard, in the form of technical assistance by
WHO; the furnishing of supplies by UNICEF and
the elimination of trade barriers by GATT. There was
agreement that the matter was of great importance but
differences of opinion were expressed with regard to
the action to be taken.

428. The Council adopted a resolution (731 I
(XXVIII» in which it recommended that the national
and international services and organizations, including
voluntary organizations, concerned with medical care,
give special attention to the possibilities of supplying
drugs and preventive medical preparations at a cost
within the reach of low-income groups and it invited
\iVHO, on the basis of information collected, to e-ive
special attention to this question in the preparatio;{ of
its second report on the world health situation.

LONG-RANGE PROGRAMME OF CONCERTED INTERNA

TIONAL ACTION IN THE FIELD OF HOUSING

429. Several members of the Council reviewed the
housing situation in their countries, drawing attention

I
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to those aspects of the problem which had impeded
progress. It was pointed out that in many cases the
planning of housing programmes was not integrated
with other economic and social plans. Methods for the
financing of housing and the provision of technical
and architectural services through governmental or
quasi-governmental agencies were discussed. The use
of private capital for the initiation of housing schemes
was suggested. There was a feeling that in some coun
tries insufficient attention had been gi \Ten to informing
the general public of the many Ilspects of the housing
problem and of the measures which the local population
could take to improve its own housing through the use
of IQcal materials. It was suggested that the use of
State-granted aid in the form of crec\its, building ma
terials and construction plans would help relieve housing
shortages.

430. Certain representatives noted that although the
housing problem was of concern to both under-developed
and highly industrialized countries, L~e problem of the
two groups was often quite dissimilar. It was felt
that some caution should be exercised in dealing with
so comprehensive and complex a problem. There was
agreement with regard to the plans for studies in low
cost housing and the use of self-help techniques, which
were an important element in the work programme.
Similarly, the encouragement of home-ownership by
means of tax exemptions and by the extension of credit
facilities was suggested.

431. On the recommendation of the Social Com
mission, the Council adopted a resolution (731 B
(XXVIII» in which it noted and approved the prin
ciples and general lines of the long-range programme
of concerted international action in the field of low
cost housing and related community facilities (EjCN.5j
339), and recommended that Governm~nts institute or
accelerate programmes for the extenslOn of low-cost
huusing and community facilities and services as part
of national programmes for housing, urban and rural
development, and general economic and social develop
ment, and facilitate a more extensive use, within those
programmes, of efforts of individuals and groups, in
cluding self-help, mutual aid, co-operation and similar
methods. It recognized that assistance by international
organizations to Governments in the field of low-cost
housing and related community facilities should be
organized on a long-term basis and requested the
Secretary-General to report to the Council at its thir
tieth session and to the Social Commission at its
thirteenth session on specific joint and individual pro
jects planned by the participating organizations on a
long-term basis.

SOCIAL SERVICES

432. The Council stressed the importance of ex
tending social services for the protection and strength
ening of family life and of continuing to gi.ve high
priority, at the national and international levels, to the
training of social welfare personnel. It was felt that
the report by a group of experts on the development
of national social service progr'tmmes (EjCN.5j333)
provided a useful basis for discussion of the question
and offered a number of constructive suggestions. One
member questioned the priority suggested by the ex
perts of what might be called "community-building"
activities over individualized services of a remedial
character and expressed the view that both categories
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of social services were equally needed. It was sug
gestt::d that the next Survey might concentrate on the
training of social work personnel at different levels and
give special attention to the training of admini5~rators.

The opinion was also expressed that the Social Com
mission had devoted too much attention to social services
in a narrow sense and to social work training, which
were of interest only to a limited number of countries.

433. On the recommendation of the Social Com
mission, the Council adopted a resolution (731 D
(XXVIII» in which it expressed its appreciation to
the group of experts for its report (EjCN.5j333) and
its thanks to those concerned with the preparation
of the report entitled Training for Social Work: Third
International Survey (EjCN.5j331). It requested the
Secretary-General to invite the comments of Member
States, the specialized agencies concerned and appro
priate non-governmental organizations on the experts'
report, on the observations of the Secretary-General
thereon and on the Third International Survey, taking
into account the views expressed in the Social COIT1
mission. The Council also authorized the Secretary
General to convene a new expert group to analyse recent
national experience and to identify underlying principles
and effective methods in the organization and adminis
tration of social services.

434. On the recomme!1dation of the Social Com
mission, the Council also adopted a resolution (73:: :;
(XXVIII» in which it requested the Secretary-Gen..;r::i
to continue to giv,", high priority to assisting Govern
ments in the planning and implementation of national
social services for family and child welfare, and par
ticularly to co-operation with the United Nations Chil
dren's Fund regarding UNICEF aid to social services
for children and the social welfare aspects of other
UNICEF-aided programmes. The Secretary-General
was also requested to take account of the additional
budgetary proYisions needed for the technical services
required for the planning and implementation of such
UNICEF aid, and the specialized agencies and non
governmental organizations concerned were invited to
co-operate, in aspects of special interest to them, in the
supporting of technical services.

SUPPRESSION OF THE TRAFFIC IN PERSONS AND OF THE
EXPLOITATION OF THE PROSTITUTION OF OTHERS

435. There was general agreement among the mem
bers of the Council regarding the recommendations con
tained in the Secretary-General's report to the Social
Commission on the subject of the suppression of the
traffic in persons and of the exploitation of the prosti
tution of others (EjCN.5j338). The Council adopted
a resolution (731 E (XXVIII» based on a text recom
mended by the Social Commission. In its resolution,
the Council requested Governments to take all appro
priate measures for the elimination of the causes lead
ing to the traffic in persons and the exploitation of
the prostitution of others through constant improvement
of the social and economic living conditions of their
peoples and invited the Governments mentioned in
article 23 of the 1949 Convention on the subject (Gen·
eral Assembly resolution 317 (IV» to give consid
eration to the adoption of measures proposed in chap
ter IX of the Secretary-General's report (E/CN.5j338) ,
as part of the development of effective policies in this
field and to inform the Secretary-General of the progress
being made in regard to the adoption of such measures.



.,. 1 '" I

" . . . ..' .
• 'l ~. ~D.

FUTURE OF THE UNITlID NATIONS SOCIAL DEFENCE
PROGRAM~IE

436. N'oting the close relation between the pre
vention of crime and the treatment of offenders, on the
one hand, and questions of urbanization, industrializa
tion housing and community developlm~at, on the other,
memhers of the Council expressed their support for
the Secretary-General's proposal ( E/C\.5/ 340), as
approved by the Social Commission, that he concentratt'
more of the l'nited ~ations' resources on practical
action to help Governments in the field of social de
fenLe, and that all essential activities in that field remain
a responsibility of the United l'\ations. Greater reliance
would be placed on co-operation with non-governmental
and inter-governmelltal organizations. Several delega
tions emphasized that the Vniteu Nations must retain
leadership in international activities in the tield of
social defence. The importance of establishing the re
gionOlI social defence institutes in the Far East and
Latin America was also stressed.

43i. The Council adopted a resolution (731 F
(XXVIII)) on this subject, in which it stressed the
above-mentioned points. It considered that the United
N'atlOns should provide for the continuation of the
direction and co-ordination of the programme at Head
quarters. \Vith a \'iew to achieving better co-ordination
with the non-governmental organizations, the C011!~~;i

recommended that the activities of the European Office
of the United Nations in the field of the prevention of
crime and the treatment of offenders be enlarged and
requested the Secretary-General to continue his con
sultation with the International Penal and Penitentiary
Foundation and other non-governmental organizations
with a view to finding the best arrangements for asso
ciating them more closely with United Nations ac
tivities. It also requested him to proceed with measures
to bring into operation the regional social defence
institutes in Latin America and in Asia and the
Far East.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

438. The Council paid special attention to the role
of community development in the solution of problems
of social development. It was felt that many Govern
ments and specialized agencies were now using the
community development approach mainly as a means
for gaining local popular support for the execution of
national development plans; its original purpose, how
ever, was to strengthen local ties and stimulate local
initiative and self-help in building up activities and
institutions. Experience '¥ith the community develop
ment approach had demonstrated its usefulness in estab
lishing greater cohesion within local communities and
in encouraging co-operation and increasing self
confidence. The hope was expressed that the United
Nations programme in this field would receive increas
ing attention in the future in view of the need to
encourage self-help which existed in newly developing
countries. It was pointed out by several representatives
that Governments were realizing that rural backward
ness and urbanization problems had to be considered
in conjunction with each other and that community
development programme,; offered a means for slow and
ste<.1.dy progress rather than a panacea. The hope was
expressed that the programme in this field would be
further examiner1 from the point of view of its relation
to urban development.
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439. Regret was expressed that at its twelfth session
the Social Commission had not discussed as fully as it
might have done the work of the United Nations in
community development, which was one of the most
significant developments in the whole field of social
action; ;t was noted however that emphasis was given
to this field of work in the Commissioll's work pro
gramme for 1959-1961.

440. Although the Council did not adopt a specific
resolution on this subject, it did, in its resolutions on
the social aspects of economic- development (731 J
(XXVIII» and the long-range programme of con
certed international action in the field of housing (731 B
(XXVII I) ), take note of its implications for those
subjects. In the cou:se of its debate un community de
velopment. the Council also had before it a report on
the progress and prospects for concerted action in this
field (E/CN.5/334/Add.2).

ADVISORY SOCIAL \\ELFARE SERVICES*

441. The Social Commission had brought to the
Council's attention the shortage of funds available for
technical assistance in the social field and had recom
mended that ways and means be found to remedy the
situation whereby the Secretary-General had been
prevented from meeting many urgent and valid requests
for assistance from Governments, particularly in Africa.
The Council, in nuting that technical assistance was
an essential means oi aiding Governments in the devel
opment of their social policies and programmes, stressed
the importance it attached to the programme of advisory
social welfare services and the need for increasing the
financial resources for that programme. The Secretary
General's budgetary proposals for meeting the ex
panded needs of the programme would be before the
General Assembly at its fourteenth session.

442. The Council adopted a resolution (73 I G
(XXVIII) in which it emphasized the importance
of technical assistance to Governments for the achieve
ment of their national goals in the raising of levels
of living and in the strengthening of family and com
munity life. It expressed concern that the current alloca
tion in the United Nations budget for advisory social
welfare services did not permit the Secretary-General
to meet urgent and valid requests from the newly de
veloping countries, especially in Africa, in the fields
covered by resolution 418 (V) of the General Assembly.
The Secretary-General was requested to study with
the newly developing countries, at their request, the
question to what extent the existing technical assistance
services in the social field rendered through the United
Nations suited their needs; to carry out pilot projects,
at the request of Governments, designed to improve
national social welfare programmes and to find new
and more effective approaches to the training of social
welfare personnel; and to report to the Social Commis
sion on the operation of existing programmes and to
make recommendations for strengthening them, il1clud
ing suggestions regarding possible new forms of tech
nical assistance. The Council also requested the General
Assembly, when it considered the level of budgetary
appropriations for 1960 and following years, to take
into consideration the necessity for further development
of the programme of advisory social welfare services
and the desirability of increasing the relevant financial
provisions to that end.

*Requires action by the General Assembly.
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\VORK l'ROGRAMME FOR 1959-1961

443. The Council had before it the report of the
Secretary-General on the progress made by the United
Nations in the social field during the period 1 January
1957 to 31 December 1958 and proposals for the pro
gramme of work 1959-1961 (E/CN.5/334 and
Add.1-4 ). During the discussions. references were made
to qrious projects making up the programme of work
for the next two years. Special note was taken nf plans
for the 1%1 report on the world social situation, which
would include a studv of halanced economic and social
development and phulned studies relating to the subject
of urhan commlmity development and the public ad
ministration aspects of community development. The
Council adopted a resolution (731 A (XXVIII)) in
which it took note of the Social Commission's report
(E/3265/Rev.1) and endorsed its programme 'Jf work
and priorities for 1959-1961.

INTER:-fAfIONAL HEALTH AND :\IEDICAL RESEARCH
YEAR

..J...J.4. The General A.ssemhlv, in its resolution 1283
(XIII). invited \\'HO to c01;sider a recommendation
to organize, primarily on a national basis. an Interna
tional Health and :\Iedical Research Year, preferahly
in 1961. and to adopt methods for intensifying interna
tional co-operation in that field. A resolution on the
subject adopted by the Twelfth \Vorld Health Assembly
and two related resolutions of the \YHO E~~~cutive

Eoard were brought to the attention of the Economic
and Social Council (E/3281).5 There 'vas general sup
port for plans for the organization of such a Year,
since it would serve to draw attention to the importance
of health problems and publicize the work of the United
Nations and the specialized agencies in that humani
tarian field. TII~ Twelfth World Health Assembly had
decided to defer its decision until the Thirteenth As
sembly and, in the meantime, to request the views of
its member States on plans for an International Health
and Medical Research Year.

445. The Council adopted a resolution (731 K
(XXVIII)) in which it took note of the decisions of
the Twelfth World Health Assembly concerning the
organization of the Year and transmitted them to the
General Assembly. A proposal to the effect that the
General Assembly should confirm its decision to have
the Year in 1961 \vas not adopted.

ESTABLISHMENT OF A LIST OF NATIONAL PARKS
AND EQUIVALENT RESERVES

446. At its t\venty-s~venth session, the Council
adopted a resolution (713 (XXVII)) in which it re
quested the Secretary-General to establish, in co
operation with UNESCO, FAO and other interested
specialized agencies, a list of national parks and equi
valent reserves, with a brief description of each, for
consideration by the Council at its twenty-ninth session,
together with his recommendations for maintaining
and developing the list on a current basis and for its
distribution. The Council invited States members of
the United Nations or of the specialized agencies to
transmit to the Secretary-General a description of the
areas they desired to have internationally registered
as national parks or equivalent reserves. It further
invited the International Union for the Conservation

5 Issued also as document A/4133.
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of Nature and Natural Resources and other interested
non-governmental organizations in consultative status
to assist the Secretary-General. upon his request. in the
preparation of the proposed list.

447. During the discussion6 leading to the adoption
of the resolution some members of the Council, while
recognizing the need for conservation of national parks
and reserves, expressed the view that the establishment
of the list in question could more appropriately be
undertaken by CXESCO. Some memhers also regretted
that the proposal ,,"as addressed only to States mem
bers of the Cnited Xations and the specialized agencies.

Section 11. Population

448. The report of the Population Commission on
its tenth session (£/3207/Rev.l)7 came before the
Council at its twenty-seventh session. The Council's
discussion8 indicated general satisfaction with the report
and agreement with the Commission's recommendations.
In its resolution 721 A (XXVII). the Council took note
of the report and endorsed the work programme and
priorities contained therein.

\VORLD POPULATION SITUATION

449. In the report on its tenth session, as in its
previous report, the Population Commission called the
Council's attention to the accelerating growth of popu
lation, particularly in the less developed countries, and
referred to the secretariat's population projections, which
indicated that the world population would increas~ from
about 2,800 million to between 3,600 million and 3.900
million by 1975 and between 4,900 million and 6,900
million by the year 2000. The Commission stated its
belief that each Government had a responsibility to
study the interrelation between population growth and
economic and social progress, and to take the results
of such studies into account in its policy decisions and
action programmes. That responsibility was especially
grave in cases where population growth was rapid and
poverty widespread. The Commission emphasized the
importance of the task of the United Nations, which
was to assist Member States in this field by undertaking
certain studies, aiding in the training of specialized
pe:sonnel and the development of techniques for popu
latlOn studies, and helping to extend and improve basic
population statistics.

450. During the Council's discussion, several dele
gations commented on the importance of the population
problems of the less developed countries and the need
for research and action. Although there was some
divergence of views with regard to the policies which
Member States should follow, the discussion revealed
wide agreement with the Commission's statement of the
problem arid its definition of the objectives of the United
Nations in this field.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE WORK PROGRAMME
IN THE FIELD OF POPULATION

451. In view of the increasing magnitude and urg
ency of population problems of the less developed coun
tries, the Commission recommended intensification of
the secretariat's work in this field, with particular

6 E/SR,1063.
7 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

TWEllty-sevcnth Sessioll, Supplement No. 3.
8 E/AC.7/SR.388-389; E/SR,1066.



emphasis on the following matters: (a) publication of
surveys of various aspects of the world demographic
situation as it relates to economic and social conditions
and problems; (b) development of methods of popu
lation projections and other methods of demographic
analysis, which are essential means of obtainin<T the
required information on population trends and "'their
economic and social implications; (c) aid and encour
agement to Governments of under-developed countries
in developing their own research on these subjects by
means of demographic pilot studies and missions of
te:hnic.al assista~ce experts; (d) studies of internal
migratIon, especIally rural-urban migration, in under
developed countries, as one of the problems of economic
and social development. The Commission also included
in its .report some snggestions to the regional economic
commiSSIOns for parallel development of their work on
population questions.

452. In the course of the Council's discussions
various delegations expressed the interest of their Gov~
ernm.ents in i~tensified United Nations activities along
the Imes mentIOned above, and also in the continuation
of other activities within the population field in which
the secretariat is now engaged. In general these ex
pressions of special national interests confirmed the
common interest in development of the work programme
along the lines indicated by the Commission.

453. As one means of encouraging and assisting
Governments to undertake studies of population trends
and their implications, the Commission recommended a
seri~s of pilot studies to be carried out as co-operative
projects of the United Nations aud interested Govern
ments, for the purpose of demonstrating the value of
using available data, especially the results of censuses
in planning and carrying out development programmes:
Upon the Commission's recommendation the Council
·~.mani~10usly adopted a resolution (721 13 (XXVII)),
10. which the Secret~ry-General was requested, inter
alw, to put at the disposal of interested Governments
of .under-de:velop~d coun~ries the co-operation of the
Umted NatIOns m carrymg out a limited number of·
such studies during the next few years.

454. One aspect of the population problem which
has be~n rapidly increasing in importance during recent
ye.ars ~n most of the less developed cou11tries is the
11l1gratlOl1 from rural areas to the cities. Information
concerning the magnitude and characteristics of this
movement and its relation to the nroblems of indus
~r~alization and urbanization is inadequate in most catm
tnes, and as yet the international organizations have
not done much to help the Governments concerned
to obta~n needed data on this suhject. Upon the recom
mendatIOn of the Population Commission the Council
unanim?usly adopted a resolution (721 c' (XXVII)),
request1l1g the Secretary-General, inter alia, to offer the
co-ope~ati?n of the United Nations to less developed
countnes m the process of industrialization which de
sired to undertake studies of the magnitude and char
acteristics of internal migration, especiallv between
r11ral and urban areas. .

Sedion Ill. United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF)

455. The Council, at its twenty-seventh session,
consideredo the reports of the Executive Board of

o E/SR,1064-1065.
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UNICEF on its sessions in September 1958 (E/3136)10
and March 1959),u

456. In a statement to the Council, the Chairman
of the Executive Board pointed out that UNICEF aid
was being given to 368 projects in 105 countries and
territories. The aid was designed not only to meet the
existing needs of children hut also to encourage pre
ventive measures and to enable countries to undertake
new action on a continuing and exp~U1ding basis. The
influence of UNICEF could not be measured solely by
the number of beneficiaries; its work had also an il11
P?I:tant effect on government planning and on the pro
vIsion of permanent services designed to raise ecol1mnic
and .social levels. Because of the type of aid UNICEF
prOVided and the manner in which its work was co
ordi;1atecl with that of other organs of the United
Nations and the specialized agencies, its activities had
become an essential complement to technical assistance.

457. He pointed out that the 55 million mothers
and. children benefiting directly from UNICEF-aided
projects represented only a fraction of the number
Il1 need of assistance; there were 550 million children
in the countries receiving UNICEF aid. The child
population in those countries was expected to increase
by 12 per cent in the next five years; UNICEF would
only be holding its own if its assistance grew at a rate
proportionate to that increase. In 1959 the Executive
Board was expected to approve allocations totalling
$27 million. I t was to be hoped that growing govern
ment support would ensure the attainment of a target
of $32 mi11ion by 1963.

458. Recently UNICEF aid had been extended to
new approaches to child nutrition problems, to certain
aspects of community development and social services
for children, and to the improvement of the training of
primary school teachers in subjects related to existing
field~ of UNICEF aid (such as health, nutrition edu
cation, and home economics). Vvhereas several years
previously UNICEF had been associated mainly with
WHO, it now had close relations also with FAO and
with the United Nations Bureau of Social Affairs and
it had recently entered into a closer relationship with
Ul'<ESCO.

459. The Chairman of the Executive Board said
that, while UNICEF continued to be interested in
providing aid to large numbers of children, it was
placing increasing emphasis on the quality of the pro
granlmes aided and was endeavouring to encourage
the training of national personnel, especially those re
sponsible for the direction and supervision of the
programmes.

460. In the course of the debate in the Council
many representatives praised the activities of UNICEF,
characterizing it as a model international agency whose
work had roused enthusiastic and widespread support
and had been exempt from political differences. They
commendecl the soundness of UNICEF policies and the
efficient mallner in which they were carrier! out by the
Executive Director anc! his staff. A number of repre
sentatives cited their own countries' experience of
UNICEF aid in illustration of the effectiveness of the
work done by UNICEF in helping Governments carry
out programmes of economic and social improvement.

10 Official Records 0/ the Economic and Social Council,
TZ(lenty-seventh Session, Supplement No. 2.

11 Ibid'., Supplement No. 2A.
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4h I. \\'hilt' a Il\l1Ilh...r of n'pr('st'ntatives t'xprt'ssed
s.,tisfat"tiun with tIlt' incrt'<IM'S in l; NICE F rt'sottrn's
;11111 aid in !"t'l'l'nt \TarS, soml' voin'd l'Olll't'ru at tIlt' f<ll'~

that tilt' illl,rt'ast's' wert' lIot kt'epinK p:lt"e with tht, in
l'rl'aSt' in dlild IIt't'lls n'snltillK from population KnJwth.
\\'ith n'garll to tn'lllls ill prll~rammt' t'llIphasis, some
expn's"t'd tIlt' hllpl' that II ~ ICEF would not di"lll'rst'
its limitl'll rt'Sllllrn's on'r too wid~' a range of al,tivitie~;

otlwrs t'llIphasizt'll tIll' m't'd of tll'xihility in hdping
(io\'i.·r1lmt'nb deal with tht' various intt'rrdatt'd nt't'lb of
children, The importam't' of a t"ontinuous appraisal and
rt'-t'xamiuation of polidt's and <Il,tivities was strt'sst'd,
~ollle n'pn'st'ntath'l's wekolllt'd the int"reasing t'mphasis
on llIaternal al\(l child welfan' sl'r\'in's, on child nutri
tiou, and on tIlt' t rainillg of national Ilt'rsolltll'l. TIll'
EXl'l'utiw Hoard was cOlllmt'lIllt'd for tIlt' dt'l+.ion it
had takt'lI in :\lan'h }l>Sl) to provide aill for slldal
sl'rvil'es for dlildn'n. Tht' l'o-opt'ratioll with tIlt' 1:nitl'll
Natillns Hnrt'an of Social Atrail's anll the l'antions ap
proadl tow:trtls snch aid w('re wdcOlIll'd. ~l'Vl'ral n'pn'
sl'ntativt's stn'sst'd th(' importatll'l' of continuillg to placl'
t'llIphasis on aid for large-sl'all' dbt'ast' control l'alll
paigns, in order not to jeopardize the ~ollll resnlts
aln'ady adlieved in that lldd, A nUlllher of n'pn'sl'nta
tives comlllentt'd on the extent of the aid provi<kd hy
1TN 1(,'EF for malaria eradication, alld exprt'ssed special
intl'n'st in the n'view to hl' madl' hv the UN ICEF
Hoard in ~t'ptl'lllhl'r II)Sq of its fin:l11cial participation in
malaria l'radication. The co-ordination whil'h UNICEF
had achie\'l'd with other Unitell Nations agl'ncit's and thl'
dIorts hl'ing made to illl'rl'aSI' co-operation with non
gO\'l'rtlnwntal organizations wen' also wl'!col11e<l.

462, At the C'ondusion of thl' dehate thl' (. 'ouncil
adoptl'd a n'solution (71() (XXVII)) in which it took
11lltl' with satilifaction of tht' reports of the Executive
Hoard :Iml congratulated thl' Ext'cutive DireC'tor of
UNICEF anti the Director-General of WHO,
UN E~l'() al\(l F:\O on the dose ,o-opl'ration achieved
hy their agcncies. It also took no!l' of thl' EXI'l'utive
Hoard's rl'conllt1l'\1l1ations for tIlt' submission of two
reports on t!1<' results of till' malaria eradication cal11
paih"l1-0ne by the \VHO and the other hy the UNICEF
secretariat-to the Hoard at its session in ~eptelllber

}l)59. and expressl'd the hope that the reports would
Ill' l'ommllllkatell to (;on'rnments as soon as possible.
It urged Governnwnts of Mt'mber States to continut'
to gin' tl1l'ir own malaria eradication prol,'Talllnll's the
gn'atest possihle support and to communicate to \ \' IH l
and UNICEF, for the henefit of other Governments,
their vit'wS on the most suitable methods of organizin~

sudl campaigns within the framework of govenullental
administration, taking into aC'l'Otmt thl' ahove-nwntioned
reports.

!o\t~l,tion IV. Rt'port of tll.. United Nations High
eO'l11lnissioner for Refugees*

..j(13. The COlllll'i1 at its twcnty-ei~hth session con
siden'(Jl:! tIll' rcport (lf the l.Tnited Nations Hi~h Com
missioner for Refugee; (A/410-l/RI'V.1) 13 cO\'l'ring the
period from May 1l)SI-\ to May 1959, TIll' prindpal
snhjects llt'alt with in the report were intt'rnational
pm1edioll, the results achieved under the progran1l1ll'

... ~('paratl' itt'l\l Oil lhl' pnlVisional agenda for tht.' fonrtel'nth
s{'ssi(ln of the t~elll'ral Assembly.

I:! E/SRlO~3, IOH4.
1:1 (ll!icial N"'ords of tlr,' G,'lIcl'ol Asscmbly, FOllrtf'cnth SI'.\'

SiOl/, S"I'!'ICIII('lIt No. 11, transmitted to thl.' Council hy a note
of the Srl'I'l'\ary-(ielll'ral (E/326J and Add.1).

S3

\If tht' l;nitt'd t\ations Hl'fuget' FU11d. the new pro
~ranllnt's tu be undt'rtaken in 1~5l), and spt'cial rt'fuKt'l'
problems, particularly that of rehlKt'es in 11Ol"Ol',O amI
Tunisia. The rt'port also gave a short account of the
Illt'asurt's takt'n to further the \\'orld Refugt't' Yt'ar,
which had Ilt'en instituted hy tht' (;eneral Assembly in
its n'solution 12HS (XIII). The reports of tht' EXt,t"u
tivt' Comlllittt'e of the High Commissioner's Progra111nw
on its tirst and tirst special sessions wert' annt'xed to
tht' 11 i~il COlllmissilmer's report. At its first session
the Ext,t"uth'c (.'olllmittet' had approved for tht' 1t)59
rdugt't' progr,unlllt's a minimum tar~et of $4.7 million,
within a total targt't of $6 million, At its first spl'l'ial
st'ssion the Committee had rt'co~nized that a special
l'fTort would ht, needed ill connexion with the \Vorld
Refugt't, Year and had adoptt'd the t'xl'eptional target
of $12 111i11i\l\l for 19f1O.

4()4. In pn'senting his report tIlt' High COlllmi:.
sioner informed the Council that his Office was co
operating dosdy with that of the ~pecial Rt'presenta
tin' appointt'd hy the Secretary-(~e'll'ral for the \V orlt!
Rl'fugt'e Year. The \'ear had ht't'n oflicially launched
in JUHe 1l)59 :ll1d already fifty-four ~tates had an
nounced tlwir participation and contrihutions totalling
$2.4 million had been made hy (;overtlnlt'nts, induding
over $1 million to the High Commissioner's Oflkt'.

465. Analysing the problems facing his Office, the
Hi~h Conlllli:-sioner said that he had good rmson to
hope that the legal protection whil'h it afTorded would
Ilt' more widely applied as a result of ratifications of.
or accessions to, the 19S I Convention relating to the
Status of Rdugt'l'S,H \Vith regard to t'migration, Ill'
hoped that other countries would follow the encouraging
examples set recently hy a number of Governnwnts
which had Iiheralized their selection criteria in favour
of older or handicapped refugees.

466. It was likely that the tar~t't of $4.7 million
for the 1959 programmes would be reached. Forty-ont'
(~ovenUllents had already contributed to those pro
grammes, live of them contributing for the first time.
The two principal programmes for 1959 were the camJl
dearanCt' progralllme and the Far Eastem operation.
The number of refugees to he assisted under the camp
clearance programme had fallen to 17,000 hy 1 1\lay
1%9. a reduction of 4,000 since I July 195R, while in
the same period the total number of refugees in l'amps
had fallen from 39,400 to 25,500. Under the Far
Eastern operation some 900 refugees of European
origin had been moved ahroad from the mainland of
China since the heginning of 1959, hut funds were still
needed for the transportation of another 5.400 persons.
Already, howcVl'r, significant contrihutions had Ilt'en
made- towards both programmes within the franll'work
of the 'World Refugee Year.

467. In addition to his programmt'S for well-defined
groups of non-st'ttled refu~l'es, the High Commissioner
had also tn deal with en1l'rgency problems. the most
serious of which at present was that of refugees from
Algeria in Morocco and Tunisia. In co-operation with
the Lt'agne of Reel Cross Societies, his (lAke had estah
Jished a hask fl'eding programme for 11-\0,000 persons.
Thanks tn the generosity of (;overnments and Rt'll
Cross and Rl'd Crescent Societies, the minimum re-

14 Uni!l'll Nations Confcrct1l'(' of Plenipl1telltiaril's on tl1l'
.tllS of Rdl1gt'l's amI Stall'less Persons, held at Gcn('va,

.iwit7('r1and, from 2 ltl25 July IlJ5I, Final Art Illld COI/Vt'tlti(lll
rl'llltill!l tll th!' StolllS of Rrf'~[lc!'s (United Nations publication,
SaIl'S No.: I951.1V.4).



quired calorie level under the feeding programme had
almost been reached, but there was still some under
nourishment. particularly among young children. He
was also following the situation of a new prohlem, that
of the refugees from Tibet.

-1-68. In conclusion. the High Cnnulli::.sioner drew
the Council's attention to the appraisal of the pro
grammes of his Office (Ej3260/Add.2)Y" It had heen
difficult to make forecasts on refugee programmes since
the refugee prohlem was in every way a dynamic one
and called for dynamic solutions.

-1-69. .\ numher of representatives commended the
work of the High Commissioner's Office and expressed
satisfaction at the decrease in the numher of non-settled
refugees as a result of the camp clearanct' programme.

-1-70. Representatives welcomed the institution by
the General .\ssemhly of a \\'orld Refugee Year alld
were pleased to note that as a result of the action taken
by Governments, voluntary agencies, the High Com
missioner and the Special Representath'e of the
Secretary-General it had every prospect of success.
Details were given of the measures being taken in a
number of countries to ensure that success. In addition
to special contributions to assist refugees within the
mandate of the High Commissioner's Office and other
groups of refugees. those measures included the grant
ing of increased resettlement opportunities, in particular
for handicapped refugees. and the establishment of na
tional committees to promote the vVorld Refugee Year.
In certain countries active steps were being taken to
accede to the 1951 Convention relating to the Status
of Refugees.

471. Attention was drawn by certain representa
tives to the burden borne by the c0tmtries of first
asylum. The burden became heavier with each new
influx of refugees. as the number of aged or handi
capped refugees who could not easily be resettled over
seas increased. The problem of handicapped refugees
was assuming ever increasing importance. Experience
had shown ho\,;ever that even hanc~icapped refugees
were in some cases able to make a definite contribution
to the economy of a country. It was emphasized that the
care and settlement of refugees was still one of the most
urgent humanitarian tasks facing the United Nations
since the refugee presented a challenge to the world's
social conscience.

472. In the course of the debate, reference was also
made to the High Commissioner's successful visit to
Latin America and interest was expressed in measures
being planned by the High Commissioner's Office and
the Inter-Governmental Committee for European Mi
gration to promote the resettlement of refugees in that
area. Concern was voiced with regard to the situation
of the refugees from Tibet. Appreciation was expressed
of the action taken by the Council cf Europe towards
the abolition of visas for refugees.

473. At the conclusion of the debate the Council
adopted a resolution (725 (XXVIII» in which it
took note of the report prepared by the High Com
missioner (A/4104/Rev.l) for transmission to the
General Assembly at its fourteenth session.

Section V. International control of narcotics

474. At its twenty-eighth session, the Council con
sidered16 the report of the Commission on Narcotic

15 See chapter VIII.
16 E/AC.7/SR.398, 399; E/TAC/SR.198; E/SR.1088.
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Drugs on its fourteenth session (Ej3254 ),11 the report
of the Permanent Central Opium Board on the W0~k
of the Board in 1958 (EjOB/14 and Addendum)18
and a report of the Secretary-General on technical as
sistance for narcotics control ( E,'3268 and Add.!) ,Ill

It adopted a resolution (730 A(XXVIII» taking note
of the report of the Commission and approving the
programme and priorities in the field of narcotic drugs
contained therein. It also adopted a resolution (730 B
(XXVIII») taking note of the report of the Perma
nent Central Opium Board. Some of the main activities
of the Commission and the Permanent Central Opium
Board and the Council's action with regard to the
Commission's recommendations are summarized below.

bIPLE:\IEl'\TATIOK OF TREATI~ AND INTERNATIONAL

CONTROL

475. It appeared from the Commission's report that,
in general, Governments were complying with their
obligations under the various narcotics treaties to supply
information and reports. Annual reports for 1957 were
submitted in respect of 139 countries and territories
as against 122 for 1954, 134 for 1955 and 134 for 1956.
The Commission felt obliged, however, to ask the
Secretary-General to remind certain countries, some
of which had been in default for several years, to com
municate their annual reports and texts of their laws
and regulations.

Extension of international participation in the
multilateral narcotic treaties

476. Reviewing the situation with regard to adher
ence to the multilateral treaties on narcotic drugs, the
Commission once more stressed the importance of the
Paris Protocol of 19 November 1948, bringing new
narcotic drugs not covered by the Convention of 1931
under international control. Only four States had adhered
to the Protocol during the past twelve months; the total
number of adherenceJ as of 6 May 1959 was 53. Partici
pation in the Protocol was very limited in some regions,
notably in the Americas, where only four States out of
twenty-two were Parties to it. On the Commission's re
commendation, the Council adopted a resolution (730 C
(XXVIII» in which it urged Governments which had
not yet done so to accede to the Protocol within the
shortest possible time.

Control of new drugs

477. Two new drugs were placed under interna
tional control during the year. The Commission also
decided to place under provisional international con
trol, pending a decision of WHO, a new synthetic drug
known as NIH 7519, which was regarded as addiction
producing and dangerous.

478. Attention was drawn to difficulties encountered
in the international control system in recent years as
a result of the fact that some Governments had delayed
in placing new narcotics under national control and
had thereby made it possible for them to enter inter
national trade without proper safeguards. The drugs

17 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council
Twenty-eighth Session, Supplemcnt No. 9. '

18 Permanent Central Opium Board, Report to the Economic
and Social Council on the H'ork of the Board in 1958 and
Addendum (United Nations publication, Sales No.: 58,XI.S and
.\ddendum) .

19 Official Records of the Economic alld Social Council,
Twenty-eighth Sess;on, Annexes, agenda item 14.



Conventions. The few Governments which had con
sistently failed to co-operate with the Board were named
in the repol c.

483. Information received by the Board showed
that the licit production of m:ulufactured drugs was
limited to medical and scientific requirements. On
the other hand, substances liable to produce addiction
had been placed on the market and for a time escaped
the controi contemplated by the Conventions. In the
case of two of these substances, normethadone and
dextromoramide, the Board had summarized the situa
tion in its report. The Board again appealed to Gov
ernments to give effect with due dispatch to the provi
sions of the conventions establishing control of newly
discovered drugs. In view of the constantly increasing
number of narcotic drugs placed under international
control by virtue of the Protocol of 1948, the Board
considered that it was much to be regretted that one
major manufacturing country should still have withheld
its accession to that Protocol.

ILLICIT TRAFFIC

484. In its study of the latest information on the
illicit traffic the Commission was assisted by observers
from several Governments, from the Permanent Anti
Narcotics Bureau of the League of Arab States and
from the International Criminal Police Organization.
While expressing its appreciation of the help given by
them, the Commission observed that its work had
been hampered by the lack of information from several
countries, and by the absence of observers from those
countries, even though invitations to be represented
had been addressed to them.

485. The total seizures so far reported for 1958
were appreciably below those for 1957 in certain
categories, but on the whole the flow of illicit drugs
remained at a high level and the Commission felt that
there were no grounds for complacency. While recogniz
ing the vigorous efforts that were being made by Gov
ernments to combat organized international drug traffic,
the Commission still thought it necessary to draw the
attention of all Governments to the need of closer
'international co-operation.

486. The most important drugs in the international
illicit traffic were still opium, the opiates and can
nabis, the general picture of traffic being similar to that
presented in the Commission's reports for previous
years. The Commission emphasized that a serious
aspect of the traffic in opium and opiates was the
existence of illicit cultivation of the opium poppy in
several parts of the world, and requested all Govern
ments to increase their efforts to suppress it.

487. In the period under reviev. the Commission had
received somewhat fuller information relating to the
cocaine traffic. It expressed concern at what appeared
to be a well-organized and increasing traffic in clan
destinely manufactured cocaine affecting a number of
South American countries. It was also particularly
disturbed by indications of the absence of full co
operation between the national authorities responsible
for combating illicit traffic in those countries and called
upon the Governments concerned to encourage' close
co-operation among themselves, and to work closely
with the international bodies interested in the subject.

488. There was no evidence of organized inter
national trafficking in other derivatives of the natural
narcotic drugs and most of the reports of seizures of

normethadone and dextromoramide were cited in this
connexion. Upon the Commission's recommendation the
Council adopted a resolution (730 D (XXVIII» draw
ing attention to the dangers of the situation. Govern
ments were urged to ensure the effective control of
new drugs produced in their own countries for which
properties were claimed which made it appear likely
that they were narcotics. by examining the possibility
of subjecting them initially, and until WHO had pro
nounced upon them, to provisional control. Govern
ments were also asked to examine the possibility of
imposing the necessary controls. as a matter of urgency,
upon receipt of a communication by the Secretary
Genera! under article 1 of the 1948 Protocol announcing,
in connexion with a particular drug, that a Govern
ment considered it liable to produce addiction. In addi
tion, the Council reminded Governments that on the
communication to them by the Secretary-General of a
finding by WHO or of a decision by the Commission
on Narcotics Drugs for provisional control, relating
to a particular drug, they should impose the necessary
controls with the least possible delay as a matter of
urgency.

479. During the debate in the Council it was ob
served that the resolution was not intended to lay any
moral obligation on Governments to impose provisional
control in the case of every notification; they were
asked to examine the possibility of applying control
and that would entail consideration of each case on its
merits. Nor was there any intention of changing in
any way the Secretary-General's current practice as
to the information which he communicated to Govern
ments. It was hoped, however, that Governments would
include in their notifications to the Secretary-General
regarding any drug which they considered to be liable
to be aJdiction-producing sufficient information to en
able other Governments to make their own evaluation.

Quinquennial summary of lcuws and regulations

480. Endorsing the opinion of the Commission that
the effort and expenditure required to produce the
quinquennial summary of national laws and regulations
relating to narcotic drugs called for in paragraph 2 (d)
of Council resolution 626 C III (XXII) was no longer
justified, as the existing periodical documentation was
adequate (E/3254, paras. 394-397), the Council adopted
a resolution (730 H (XXVIII» rescinding paragraph
2 (d) of its resolution 626 C III (XXII).

REPORT OF THE PERMANENT CENTRAL OPIUM BOARD

481. The International Convention of 19 February
1925 on narcotic drugs, as amended by the Protocol of
11 December 1946, stipulates that the Permanent Cen
tral Opium Board shall report each year to the Eco
nomic and Social Council. At lts twenty-eighth session
the Council considered the Board's report On its work
in 1958 (E/OB/14 and Addendum).

482. The report reasserted that the system of con
trol instituted by the Conventions of 1925 and 1931 had
virtually eliminated the risk of diversion of narcotic
drugs from the licit to the illicit market, and that to
that extent the two Conventions could be said to have
achieved their purpose. In pn:senting the Board's re
port to the Council, the President of the Board stressed
the continued improvement in statistical control and
commended the almost universal co-operation of Gov
ernments, whether or not they were parties to the
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such substances concerned diversions from licit channels
or small thefts.

489. Declared seizures of synthetic narcotics formed
only a relatively small proportion of all seizures of
narcotics, but the Commission felt that their significalll't'
should not be underrated.

490. The Council observed that preparations wen'
being made for the Middle East Narcotics Survey
Mission. established by Council resolution 689 [
(XXVI), to commence its work in the early part oi
S('ptember 1959.

ABUSE 010' DRUGS (DRUG ADDICTION)

491. The Commission made its annual review of the
complex problem of drug addiction, paying particular
attention to the questions of the collection of statistical
information, addiction in the medical profession, and
publicity for new narcotics.

492. As regards the collection of information. it was
noted that although the situation had improved, more
data were needed and that it was difficult to ensure
comparability between the data from different countries.
There was a danger that greater weight might be gin:'!!
to incomplete reports than their contents warranted and
that in consequence they might be taken as the basis
for decisions on control by authorities in other coun
tries not fully aware of the defects of the reports.

493. Much concern was expressed at evidence of
the prevalence of addiction in the medical profession.
This was a serious matter in itself but was even more
disturbing in the wider context of the narcotics problem
since the medical profession was an indispensable ele
ment in the machinery of narcotics control.

494. As regards publicity for new narcotics, it was
noted that it frequently contained assertions that new
analgesic drugs were harmless. There had however
been cases in which incorrect claims had led to addiction.
The Commission considered that it was important that
Governments be urged to keep a close watch on such
publicity to ensure, as far as was compatible with con
siderations of freedom of the Press, that claims should
be based only on comprehensive and clinical tests.

PROPOSF..D SINGLE CONVENTION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS

Plenipotmtiary c01ljerC1JCe
495. The Council agreed with the view of the Com

mission that the plenipotentiary conference to be called
under Council resolution 689 J (XXVI) should be
organized on the basis of a single meeting a~ a time
(except for a simultaneous meeting of technical experts
lasting about two weeks). In the light of the administra
tive and financial considerations involved, the Council
thought it preferable for the conference to be scheduled
during the period January-April 1961, at Headquarters,
rather than for the period September-December 1960,
in Geneva, as previously proposed, and made a recom
mendation to that effect.:lO

496. The Commission had thought that the con
ference would require about fourteen weeks to complete
its task. The Council considered that a period of eight
weeks should be scheduled. If it proved impossible to
complete the work in that time the conference could
recommend to the Council that it be reconvened at a
later date.

20 E/AC.7/SR.398; E/C.4/SR.41; E/SR.1089.

56

EXNHpted preparoJioKs

497. Preparations containing narcotic drugs whkh,
bec::'l.ttse of their composition, constitute no risk of addic
tion. are exempted from the administrative control
measures provided by the Geneva Convention of 1925.:11

The Commission had decided that the single convention
should. in schedule I I I, contain a list of preparations
which would be similarly exempted. and had asked the
Secretariat to include in the draft of this schedule the
prep.1.rations exempted under the existing treaty system.
Having been informed by 'WHO that many of the prepa
rations concemed were obsolete, the Commission adopted
a resolution (E/3254, para. 118. resolution 5 (XIV»
inviting WHO to prepare a revised Ust of exempted
preparations for inclusion in the single convent~on.

taking into account current therapeutic practice.

OPIV:\l AND OPIATES

Scientifi{' research

498. Although an increasing number of authenti
cated opium samples have been received from opium
producing countries. the Commission noted that there
,vere still three main gaps in the collection held by the
United Nations Narcotics Laboratory. no samples hav
ing been received in respect of some countries in South
East Asia, the Middle East and the American continent.

499. Several members '1f the Commission observed
that the progress made since the last session in the
development of simple, rapid a'ld easily r-eproducible
methods for determining the use of opium was en
couraging.

500. The Commission adopted a resolution (E/
3254, para. 271, resolution 6 (XIV» pointing out
that the determination r.f the origin of opium was
directly linked with the number of authenticated sample~

for each region at the disposal of the United Nations
Narcotics Laboratory, in particular those regions espe
cially affected by the illicit traffic. It expressed its
thanks to Governments which had sent samples, in par
ticular to the Govemments of India. Iran and Turkey
for the extensive range of samples supplied by them,
but renewed its urgent request for sufficient authenti
cated opium samples from countries in which the pro
duction of opium was licit, including Burma, Japan
and Pakistan. It also renewed its request to countries
where the opium poppy might be illicitly grown to
supply. where authentication was possible, samples 01
any opium produced from such plants which they might
seize. It drew this request to the special attention of
Governments in regions directly affected by the illicit
traffic in opium and those in the immediate vicinity of
the sources of such traffic, in particular Afghanistan,
Burma, Cambodia, Ecuador. Laos, Mexico, PaIdstan,
Thailand and Viet-Nam. It called for samples of ;;eized
opium of unknown origin, so that tests might be made
to determine their origin. Finally, it approved the con
tinuation and development by the Secretariat of its work
on analysis, within present resources.

COCA LEAF

501. The Commission reviewed the various aspeci:s
of the question of the coca leaf and the situation
in the countries concerned on the basis, in particular,

21 International Opium Convention signed at Geneva on 19
February 1925, as amended by the Protocol signed at Lake Suc
cess, New York, on 11 December 1946,

I
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of a conspectus prepared by the Secretary-General
(E/CN.71370).

502. It was noted that Argentina had decided grad
ually to limit imports of coca leaves for chewing pur
poses and that Chile had prohibited them completely.
Colombia had continued its policy of prohibition with
good general results except that a sizable problem
remained in two provinces. However, in Bolivia and
Peru, the main producers :md consumers of the coca
leaf, the number of chewers was still considerable.

503. It was recognized that the question uf the ccx.-a
leaf was closely related to that of technical assistance
for narcotics control, since the solution of the many
difficult economic and social problems which were at
the root of the habit of chewing the CUl-a leaf made
heavy demands on the limited resources of the (iovern
ments concerned.

CAN NARIS (INDIAN HEMP)

Aledical use

504. In view of the opinion of the WHO Expert
Committee on Addiction-Producing Drugs that the use
of cannabis for medical purposes was practically ob
solete and no longer justified, the Council had recom
mended, in resolution 548 F I (XVIII), that Govern
ments explore the possibiiity of discontinuing the
medical use of cannabis as rapidly as possible. The
provisions of the third draft of the single convention on
narcotic drugs relating to cannabis (E/CN.7/AC.3/9,
paras. 269-274) were consequently based on the as
sumption that the medical use of cannabis should in
principle be prohibited. The Commission advised the
Council, however, of recent research which had been
brought to its notice on the possible antibiotic value
of cannabis products. It considered that the basic as
sumptions upon which the relevant provisions of the
draft convention were based might perhaps have to he
re-examined.

505. On the recommendation of the Commission,
the Council adopted a resolution (730 E (XXVIII)),
in which it requested WHO to prepare, in the light
of recent research, a report on the use of cannabis for
the extraction of useful drugs, particularly antibiotics.

Identification and related scientific resea·rch

506. The Commission again expressed interest in
tests which could he used by enforcement officers to
identify cannabi.s. It adopted a resolution (E/3254,
para. 308, resolution 8 (XIV) in which Governments
were invited to make available the results of research
work for the improvement of methods of identification.
The Secretariat of the United Nations was requested,
within the limits of its present resources and having
regard to the priority to be given to the laboratory
work on the determination of the geographical origin
of opium, to assist in co-ordinating the work done on
the national level for improving the methods of identi
fying cannabis drugs, primarily by (i) maintaining a
centre for the exchange of information and for the
distribution of cannabis samples; (ii) arranging col
laborative studies by national scientists; (iii) carrying
out chemical experiments for the purpose of assisting
in the work done on the national level, in particular
in order to test the comparability and reproducibility
of techniques of cannabis identification. Governments
were invited to nominate scientists to co-operate in
this work.
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CARRl.\GE OF NARCOTIC DRUGS IN FIRST-AID KITS OF
AIRCRAFT ENGAGED IN INTERNATIONAL FUGHT

507. Pursuant to Council resolution 689 F (XXV!),
the Commission studied the medical, legal and adminis
trative aspects of the carriage of narcotiC' l rugs in first
aid kits of aircraft engaged in inten. .,)nal flight.
The view was expressed by WHO that it was neces
sary to have narcotics available in aircraft first-aid
kits (E/CK.7IL.208). The Leg-ell Office of the United
Nations gave the opinion (E/CN.7/367) that narcotics
so transported were not subject to the system of import
certificates and export authorizations established by
the International Opium Convention of 1925, provided
that they were carried under appropriate safeguards
solely for administration under suitable circumstances
to persons aboard the aircraft and would not be removed
from the aircraft or cross customs stations at points
outside the country of registration of the aircraft con
cerned. The Commission also took into consideration
the views of the International Criminal Police Organi
zation (E/CN.71363) on the safeguards required to
prevent diversions of such narcotics for illicit purposes.
It came to the conclusion that the wisest course would
be to frame a set of essential requirements which Gov
ernments could use as a basis for their own regulations
rather than to attempt to elaborate very detailed rules.

508. On the recommendation of the Commission the
Council adopted a resolution (730 G (XXVIII)) in
which it invited the Secretary-General. in co-operation
with ICAO and WHO and in consultation with the
International Criminal Police Organization, to prepare
and distribute to Governments in sufficient time for
consideration by the Commission on Narcotic Drugs
at its next session, a set of requirements essential to
the prevention of the abuse of such narcotic drugs and
their diversion for illicit purposes, such requirements
to be recommended to Governments as a basis for the
control of narcotics carried in first-aid kits of aircraft
engaged in international flight.

SYNTHETIC AND OTHEr.. NEW NARCOTIC DRUGS

509. The Commission considered various problems
connected with synthetic and other new narcotic drugs.
Particular attention was paid to the problem of pro
visional control measures to be applied to new drugs
which are likely to be addiction-producing pending a
decision by WHO as to their addictive properties, and
to that of the identification of synthetic and other new
narcotics by enforcement officers.

510. In connexion with provisional control, the
Council adopted resolution 730 D (XXVIII) (see
paragraph 478 above).

511. As regards the problem of the identification
of narcotics by enforcement officers, the Commission
noted the increasing difficulty arising from the large
number and complicated designation of synthetic and
other ne"..' narcotics.

512. It decided to authorize the Secretariat to
consult the Governments of States members of the Com
mission in order to obtain preliminary information that
might be used as a basis for a study of a proposal to
facilitate the identification of narcotic drugs moving
over frontiers; and to ask the Council again to urge
Governments to require the use of a clearly visible
double red band on any packages containing narcotics
and moving in trade.
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513. The Council decided however (resolution 730 F
(XXVI II)) not to take action on the latter proposal
for the present, since the matter would be before the
plenipotentiary confei'ence on the single convention.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR NARCOTICS CONTROL*

514. The Council, in resolution 688 (XXV!), re
quested the Secretary-General in consultation with the
interested specialized agencies. to review the nature
and scope of the assistance requested by Governments
in the field of narcotics control, to explore the extent
to which such assistance could be made available under
existing programmes, and to formulate, as necessary,
proposals regarding the assistance which might be made
available by the United Nations and the specialized
agencies, with an estimate of the cost. The Secretary
General was asked to report on the matter to the
Commission and to the Council.

515. After consultations with WHO and FAO the
Secretary-General submitted reports to the Commission
(E/CN.71364 and Add.l) and to the Council (El
3268 and Add.1). These reports contained details of
technical assistance already given for narcotics control
and the latest information on prospective requirements
in the field communicated to the Secretarv-General.
which showed that nineteen Governments were"interested
in receiving various forms of assistance.

516. Both WHO and FAO indicated that. the
assistance called for from them being essentially of the
same type as they had already been providing, they
were not contemplating any change in their technical
assistance arrangements. \Vith regard to the United
Nations, the report of the Secretary-General confirmed

*Requires action by the General Assembly.

Annex

STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS

ORAL STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS TO

THE COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANI

ZATIONS UNDER RULE 85 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE

Twenty-seventh sessi01~

International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural
Resources
Establishment by the Secretary-General of the United Nations

of a list of national parks and equivalent reserves-El
C2/SR.176.

ORAL STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS TO

THE COUNCIL OR ITS COMMITTEES UNDER RULE 86 OF THE

RULES OF PROCEDURE

Twenty-eighth session

International Federation of Christian Trade Unions
World social situation-E/SR.I080.

World Federation of Trade Unions
World social situation-E/SR.I080.

World Federation of United Nations Associations
Annual report of the United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees-E/SR.1083.
World Veterans Federation

Annual report of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees-E/SR.1083.
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the situati0n which had led to the adoption of resolution
688 (XXVI), namely, that the existing arrangements
for technical assistance for narcotics control were not
proving sufficient to ensure satisfactory utilization of
technical assistance in that field. He suggested that
provision be made in the regular budget of the United
Nations for a continuing programme.

517. The Commission addressed a resolution to the
Council (E/3254, chap. XIV, resolution II (XIV))
expressing the view that the availability of technkal
assistance would significantly increase the effectiveness
of the control system embodied in the international
narcotics treatieE; noting that many countries in need
of technical assistance for narcotics control had not
been able to include projects in their regular technical
assistance programmes and that it was difficult, under
the present system, to request regional programmes
despite the urgent need for co-operation on a regional
level in some parts of the world; and recommending
that a continuing programme of technical assistance in
narcotics control be established within the regular budget
of the United Nations.

518. The Council approved the recommendation of
the Commission and adopted a resolution (730 I
(XXVIII)) in which it recommended that the General
Assem'i:Jly decide to establish a continuing programme
of technical assistance in narcotics control within the
regular budget of the United Nations, the assistance
to be provided by :he Secretary-General at the request
of Governments, subject to the direction of the Council
and in co-operation with the specialized agencies. It
further recommended that the General Assembly au
thorize the Secretary-General to take this progra.nme
into account when preparing the budgetary estimates
of the United Nations.

ORAL STATEMENTS :gy NON-GOVERNMENTAL CRGANIZATIONS TO

THE COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANI

ZATIONS UNDER RULE 85 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE

International Abolitionist Federation
Report of the Social Commission-E/CZ/SR.178.

International Catholic Migration Commission
Annual report of the United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees-E/C2/SR.178.
International Federation of University Women

Report of the Social Commission-E/C2/SR.178.
International Federation of University Women

Annual report of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees-E/CZ/SR.178. .

International Federation of Women Lawyers
Report of the Social Commission-E/C2/SR.178.

International Federation of Women Lawyers
International control of narcotic drugs-E/C.2/SR.178.

St. Joan's International Social and Political Alliance
Report of the Social Commission-E/C2/SR.179.

WRITTEN STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

TO THE COUNCIL

International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural
Resources
E/C2/517. Establishment by the Secretary-General of the

United Nations of a list of national parks and equivalent
reserves.

Catholic International Union for Social Service
E/C2/536. World social situation.

I
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WRITTEN STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

TO THE SOcrAL COMMISSION

E/CN.5/NG8/61. Report of the Sixth Conference of Non
Governmental Organizations interested in Migration.

Catholic International Union for Social Service
E/CN.5/NGO/62. Progress made by the United Nations in

the social field during the period 1 January 1957-31
December 1958 and proposals for the programme of work
1959-1961.

E/CN.5/NGO/63. Scope and development of national social
service programmes.

International Union against the Vt:'nereal Diseases and the
Treponematoses
E/CN.5/NGO/64. The suppression of the traffic in persons

and of the exploitation of the prostitution of others.
International Conference of Social 'York

E/CN.5/NGO/65. The development of national social service
programmes.

International Federation of "Vomen Lawyers
E/CN.5/NGO/66. The suppression of the traffic in persons

and of the exploitation of the prostitution of others.
Pan Pacific South-East Asia Women's Association

E/CN.5/NGO/67. Juvenile delinquency.
International Bureau for the Suppression of the '~'raffic in

Persons
E/CN.5/NGO/68. The supvression of the traffic in persons

and of the exploitation of the prostitution of others.
International Conference of Social Work

E/CN.5/NGO/69. Progress made by the United Nations
in the social field during the period 1 January 1957-31
December 1958 and proposals for the programme of work
1959-1961.
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International Union of Local Authorities and
International Feder::.tion for Housing and Town Planning

E/CN.5/NGO/70. Long-range programme of concerted in
ternational action in the field of low-cost housing and
related community facilities.

International Federation of Women Lawyers
E/CN.S/NGO/71. Future of the United l\ations social de

fence programme.
International Association of Schools of Social Work.
E/C~.5/NGO/72.Social work training.

Catholic International Union for Social Service
E/CN.5/NGO/73. Social work training.

WRITTEN STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

TO THE UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN'S FUND

NGO Committee on UNICEF
E/ICEF/NGO/55. Report of the Committee, 1958.

World Federation for Mental Health
E/ICEF/NGO/56. Resolutions in support of UNICEF.

International Federation of Business and Professional Women
E/ICEF/NGO/57. Resolutions in support of UNICEF.

International Union of Family Organi2!ations
E/ICEF/NGO/58. Manifesto.

NGO Committee on UNICEF
E/ICEF/NGO/59. Report of the Committee, 1959.

World Young Women's Christian Association
E/ICEF/NGO/60. Possibilities of UNICEF aid for social

services for children.

WRITTEN STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

TO THE CoMMISSION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS

International Federation of Women Lawyers
E/CN.7/36Z. Abuse of drugs (drug addiction).
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Chapter VII

HUMAN RIGHTS

R .,..FE

PREPARATION OF REPORTS ON DEVELOPMENTS IN
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

526. The Council at its twenty-seventh session noted
','1ith approval the decision which the Commission on
Human Rights had taken to review developments affect-

R E/SR.1046.
9 Official Records of the Economic alld Sucial Council,

Twellty-sl!v,"~th Sessioll, AI1Jle.-res, agenda item 10.

plane for the development of information enterprises in
under-developed countries, and invited the Council to
request the Commission to give particular attention to
procedures by which constant review of the problems
of providing technical assistance to under-developed
countries in the field of information might be assured,
and to report regularly to the Council on progress in
this field. At the same time UNESCO and other appro
priate specialized agencies were invited to prepare con
crete proposals to assist in meeting the needs of less
developed countries in building up adequate media of
information.

523. The Council, at its resumed twenty-sixth ses
sion,8 transmitted the General Assembly resolution on
freedom of information to the Commission on Human
Rights with the request that the Commission report
to it at its twenty-seventh session on the matter.

524. The Commission adopted a resolution (El
3229, para. 49, resolution 1 (XV», by \vhich it decided
to review developments affecting freedom of informa
tion, including the problems of providing technical as
sistance to under-developed countries in the field of
information, as a regular item on its agenda, and pro
IJQsed that the Crmncil should entrust the next stage of
the study of the development of media of information
in under-developed countries to UNESCO.

525. Members of the Council expressed their in
terest in the UNESCO plans for initiating a series of
regional technical meetings, beginning with a meeting
in South-East Asia in 1960, to draw up a development
programme and to study related questions (E/3206 and
Add.1).9 The Council, in resolution 718 (XXVII).
part I, requested UNESCO, in consultation with other
specialized agencies ccncerned, Governments of member
States and organizations actively engaged in the field
of information, to undertake, within the scope of its pro
gramme, a survey of the problems of providing technical
assistance to under-deve10ped countries in that field.
bearing in mind the conclusions and suggestions on the
subject contained in the report of the Committee on
Freedom of Information of the Commission on Human
Rights (E/CN.4/762 and Corr.1) , and General As
sembly resolution 1313 (XIII), and to forward its re
port and recommendations to the Commission and the
Council before the summer of 1%1 to enable the Council
to make an evaluation of the material, financial and pro
fessional requirements and resources for implementation
of the programme envisaged in that resolution.

60

A

DEVELOPMENT OF MEDIA OF INFORMATION
IN UNDER-DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

522. The General Assembly, in resolution 1313 A
(XIII), expressed the hope that the Council, taking
into account recommendations of the Commission on
Human Rights to be submitted in response to Council
resolution 683 C (XXVI), would prepare a programme
of concrete action and measures on the international

Section I. Freedom of information

519. This chapter gives an account of the activities
of the Council, the Commission on Human Rights, the
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities, and the Commission on the
Status of Women in the field of human rights.

520. At its twenty-seventh session the Council con
sideredl a special report on freedom of information sub
mitted by the Commission on Human Rights (El
3224).2 The Council also took note of a report on the
protection by copyrigbt of news and other press informa
tion submitted in accordance with Council resolution
522 D (XVII) by the Director-General of UNESCO
(E/3204).8 At its twenty-eighth session the Council
considered4 and took note of the report of the Commis
sion on Human Rights on its fifteenth session (El
3229)5 (resolution 728 A (XXVIII», the report of
the Commission on the Status of Women on its
thirteenth session (E/3228) 6 (resolution 722 A
(XXVIII) ), and the report of the Secl'etary-General
on the programme of advisory services in the field of
human rights (E/3253 and Add.1-2)7 (.,esolution 729
(XXVIII»; and considered the question of a draft
Declaration on Freedom of Information (resolution 731
(XXVIII». A 3ummary of further action taken by the
Council and its subsidiary bodies On these subjects
is given below.

521. Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 1094
(XI) and Council resolution 665 C (XXIV), the Secn·
tary-General submitted to the Council an appraisal of
the scope, trend and cost of the regular United Nations
programmes in the economic, social and human rights
fields for the period 1959-1964 (E/3260 and Add.I).
The action of the Council on this matter is described in
chapter VIII.

1 E/AC.7/SR.387-388; E/SR.1061, 1062, 1066.
2 See Official RecOl'ds of the Hccl1lolllic and Social Council,

Twent:y-eighth Session, Supplel/lellt No. 8, chap. n.
3 Ibid., Twellty-sez'enth Session, AlI1lc.res, agenda item 10.
ol E/AC.7/SR.393-396; E/SR.lOR8.
5 See Offidal Records of the Ecollomic and Social CcJltncil,

Twellf:>·-cighth Session, Supplement No. 8.
ll/bid., Suppiement No. 7.
:r Ibid., Twmty-eigilth Session, AmlCscs, agenda item 12.
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ing freedom of information as a regular item on its
agenda (see paragraph 524 above), and requested the
Secretary-General, in resolution 718 (XXVII), part 1I,
to facilitate those regular reviews by providing an an
nual report on developments affecting freedom of in
formation on the basis of material furnished by
UNESCO and other interested specialized agencies, as
well as any other information available. The Council
further requested the Secretary-General to prepare, in
co-operation with the Governments of Member States,
the specialized agencies, particularly UNESCO, non
governmental organizations in consultative status with
the Council, and the professional organizations con
cerned, both national and international, a substantive
report for submission to the Council in 1961 on develop
ments in the field of freedom of information since 1954.

527. On behalf of the Secretary-General it was
stated in the Council t~at he would have no difficulty in
implementing the first request if, as interpreted by one
member of the Council, the information sought would
be based primarily upon official and public sources.
With regard to the substantive report on develop
ments in the field of freedom of information since 1954,
it was stated on behalf of the Secretary-General that
he would not have the report prepared by his permanent
staff but would, if that solution were acceptable to the
Council, entrust the task to a consultant and transmit
the consultant's report to the Council. The Council ap
proved this arrangement.10

REDUCTION OF INTERNATIONAL PRESS TELEGRAM RATES

528. At its twenty-seventh session the Council con
sidered a draft resolution submitted to it for action by
the Commission on Human Rights at its fifteet'th ses
sion (E/3229, chap. XIV, draft resolution II), on the
reduction of international press telegram rates, and com
ments thereon submitted by the secretariat of the Inter
national Telecommunication Union (E/3234).11 In reso
lution 719 (XXVII) the Council noted with commenda
tion the efforts of ITU, UNESCO and other bodies
towards reduction of international press telegram rates,
and expressed the hope that such efforts would be con
tinued at appropriate conferences of ITU or through
other arrangements to bring into effect reduced interna
tional press telegram rates as expeditiously as possible.

DRAFT DECLARATION ON FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

529. At its twenty-seventh se~"ion12 the Council
received the text of a draft Declaration on Freedom of
Information, and considered a proposal that it should
recommend that the General Assembly give consid~ra

tion to the adoption of such a declaration. Under the
proposal States Members of the United Nations would
have been invited to submit their comments on the
draft Declaration to the Secretary-General, who would
have transmitted them to the General Assembly at its
fourteenth session. The Council decided, in resolution
720 (XXVII), to place the question of a draft Declara
tion on the agenda of its next session.

530. At its twenty-eighth session1s the Council
received a revised draft De;:laration on Freedom of In-

10 EjSR.1066.
11 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Twenty-seve1lth Sessio.n~ An~exes, agenda item 10.
. 12 EjS'R.l061; 1'062, i066; EjAC.7jSR.387, 388.

13 EjAC.7jSR.40S, 406; EjS.R./I088.

(i1

formation, and considered a proposal that it should
accept the text for submission to the Governments of
Member States and request the Secretary-General to
obtain their comments, by 1 January 1960, on the
desirability of such a DeclaraHon and on the draft text,
and to prepare a consolidated report embodying those
comments for further consideration by the Council.

531. Those who favoured the proposal recalled that
the drafting and adoption of a declaratkn 011 freedom
of information had been suggested as early as 1953 by
the Council's Rapporteur on Freedom of Information,14
and that a draft text had been before the Council since
its twenty-seventh session. The declaration which they
envisaged would complement, and would not in any
sense be incompatible with, the proposed Convention on
Freedom of Information,15 the text of which the General
Assembly had decided, in resolution 1313 __ (XIII),
to discuss at its fourteenth session. Nor did they feel
that the action which they proposed would prejudice
the General Assembly's action. They saw little possibility
that the draft Convention on Freedom of Information
could be completed by the General Assembly at its
fourteenth session in view of the deadlock on the ques
tion of formulating the limitations on that freedom which
had obtained since the text was prepared in 1948. More
over, they pointed out that the proposal did not call
upon the Council to take any action until it knew the
attitude taken by the General Assembly at its fourteenth
session. Adoption of a declaration proclaiming the prin
ciples of freedom of information would, in their opinion,
be a further step towards the promotion of that freedom
as a fundamental human right essential to the fulfilment
of the purposes of the United Nations as set forth in
the Charter.

532. In opposition to the proposal it was said that
the programme which it established bypassed the Com
mission on Human Rights, which normally initiated such
matters, that it was untimely, and that it called for un
warranted speed of action. The simultaneous elaboration
of two documents on freedom of information, it was
said, could only delay the solution of the problem,
create confusion, and disturb the atmospllere in which
the General Assembly 'had by a substantial majority
reached agreement to prepare a Convention on Free
dom of Information as the most constructive approach
to this question. It was pointed out that the convention,
when adopted, would be a precise juridical instrument
placing legally-binding obligations upon ratifying States
and setting forth both the rights and the duties of those
responsible for the handling of information media, while
a new declaration probably could only repeat principles
already proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and would have no legal force.

533. The Council, in resolution 731 (XXVIII),
accepted for submission to the Governments of Member
States the draft text of the Declaration on Freedom
of In£ormation, and requested the Secretary-General to
transmit the resolution and the annexed text of the draft
Declaration. The Council invited Member States to
communicate to the Secretary-General by 1 January
1960 comments on the desirability of the adoption by
the United Nations of a Declaration on Freedom of
Information, and also on the draft text submitted. The

14 See Official Recor.ds of· the -Economic and .?ocial Council.
Sixteenth Session, Supple'ment No. 12, chap. VI, draft resolu~
tion 12.

15 Official Recor.ds· ofihe General Assembl>'. Seventh S-ession,
Annexes, agenda item 29, document AjAC.42j7, annex. . .



Secretary-General was requested to prepare a consoli
dated report embodying those comments. The Council
decided that it would consider the question further at
its twenty-ninth session, in the light of the comments
-eceived.

Seetion D. Right of asylum

534. At its fifteenth session the Commission on
Human Rights again considered the right of asylum,
which it had previously dealt with at its twelfth16 and
thirteenth lT sessions. To meet a number of points raised
in observations by Governments on the draft Dedaration
on the Right of Ac:ylum submitted by France (E/
CNA/L.45.J. and Rev.1) at its thirteenth session and
in the discussion of the draft Declaration in the Com
mission and the Council, the representative of France
submitted a revised D~laration in the form of a draft
resolution for adoption by the General Assembly The
Commission decided (E/3229, para. N, resolution 3
(XV)) to undertake at its sixteenth session the draft
ing of a Declaration on the Right of Asylum, and in
vited the Secretary-General to send the revised French
draft and relevant documentation to Governments, the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and
interested non-governmental organizations in consulta
tive status, with the request that they seud him their
comments by 31 December 1959.

Section m. Study Qf the right of everyone to be
free from arbitrary arrest, detention and exile

535. The Commission on Human Rights at its fif
teenth session considered a supplement to the progress
report of its Committee on the Right of Everyone to
be Free from Arbitrary Arrest, Detention and Exile
(H:/CN.4/779/Add.1), in which it was indicated that
the Committee had requested its Chairman-Rapporteur
to prepare by November 1959, with the assistance of
the Secretary-General, a draft report on the right under
study. The Committee expressed the hope that it would
be in a position to prepare its final report in the course
of 1960, in time for consideration and approval by the
Commission on Hu.nan Rights at its seventeenth session
in 1961.

Section IV. Periodic report8 on human right.

536. At its fourteenth session, ip 1958,18 the Com
mission on Human Rights had begun to consider the
first series of government reports on human rights sub
mitted in accordance with Council resolution 624 B
(XXIl),19 and had asked the Secretary-General to
prepare for it, in consultation with the specialized
agencies, suggestions for a more detailed plan to guide
Governments in preparing future triennial reports, and
for the avoidance of duplication between his summary
of the reports of Governments and the reports of
specialized agencies.

537. At its fifteenth session the Commission con
sidered the suggestions prepared by the Secretary
General (see E/3229, para. 96). The Secretary-General

16 See Official Reco,.ds of the Economic and Social C;1uK!:iI,
Twenty-second Session, Supplement No. 3, paras. 109-112.

11 Ibid., TwentY-fou,.th Session, Supplem~1 No. 4, paras.
206-215.

18Ibid., Twenty-sixth Session, Supplement 110. 8, chap. n.
19 Ibid., Twenty-second Session, Supplement No. 3, paras.

21-46.

was of the opinion tha l Governments should be askt'd
to submit concise statements, describing and explaining
significant developments in human rights, and mention
ing the difficulties encountered anG the manner in which
they had bet'n overcome, as well as progress achieved.
Such reports would enable Governments to exchange
knowledge and experiences, and assist one another in
the promotion of human rights. They would also main
tain the distinction which the Council had drawn, in
resolution 683 D (XXVI), between the information to
be furnished for tl.~ Yearbook on Human Rights and
the information to be furnished in the triennial reports.

538. The Commission took note of the Secretarv
General s memorandum. On its recommendation, the
Council adopted a resolution (728 B (XXVIII)) by
which it requested States Members of the United
Nations or m~mbers of the specialized agencies to take
full account of the suggestions submitted by the
Secretary-General in drafting their triennial repvrts on
human rights.

Section V. Draft Declaration of the Right8 of the
Child*

539. The Commission on Human Rights at its fif
teenth session considered (see E/3229, chap. VII) the
draft Declaration of the Rights of the Child which had
been prepared by the Social Commission in 195()2° and
considered by the Commission on Human Rights for
the first time at its thirteenth session in 1957. The draft
took into account the comments which had been received
from twenty-one Governments and two non-govern
mental organizations. The Chairman of the Commission
on the Status of Women suggested to the Commission
on Human Rights that it might wish to refer the draft
Declaration to the Commission on the Status of Women
for study a'1d comment. The Commission on Human
Rights transmitted its observations on the draft Decla
ration of the Rights of the Child prepared by the Social
Commission to the Council in the form of a new draft
Declaration (E/3229, para. 197, resolution 5 (XV»),
together with the records and documents of its pro
ceedings.

540. In its debate,21 the Council welcomed the
completion of the draft Declaration of the Rights of
the Child by the Commission on Human Rights. Some
representatives felt that the text should be shortened,
made more specific, or otherwise amended, while others
felt that if it were made too concise or specific, the
various countries, whose social and economic structures
differed widely, would have difficulty in adapting it to
their particular circumstances.

541. The Council considered the question whether
it should examine the draft Declaration in detail and
act upon amendments proposed to the text; refer the
draft bac~ to the Commission on Human Rights with
a view to enabling more Member States, as well as the
Commission on the Status of Women, to express their
opinion on the draft before its adoption; or transmit
the draft, with the relevant documents, to the General
Assembly. In resolution 728 C (XXVIII) the Council
decUed to transmit chapter VII of the Commission's
report (E/3229), relating to the draft Declaration,
together with the records of the discussion of the subject

*Requires action by the General Assembly.
20 Ibid., Eleventh Session, SuPPlement No. 3, annex Il,

part IV.
21 EjSR.393-396; EjSR,1088.
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in the Council and the documents before the Council,
to the General Assembly for cunsideration at its four-
teenth session.

Section VI. Prevention of discrimination and
protection of minorities

CON\"Et\TION AND RECOMMEt\DATlllN ON DISCRIMINA
TION IN RESPECT OF E:'IPLOYMENT AND OCCUPATION

542. On the recommendation of the Sub-Commission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Mi
norities (E/CNAj778 and Corr.l, para. 45, resolution
A) and the Commission on Human Rights (E/3229,
para. 214), the Council at its twenty-eighth session
adopted a resolution (resolution 728 D (XXVIII»
noting with great satisfaction the adoption by the ILO
of a Convention concerning Discrimination in Respect
of Employment and Occupation (Convention 111) and
a Recommendation on the same subject (Recommenda
tion 111) 22 and inviting the Governments of States
Members of the United Nations and members of the
ILO to ratify or to take other appropriate action with
regard to the Convention, and to adjust their policies
to the Recommendation.

PREPARATION OF DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS AND A
DRAFT CONVENTION ON VARIOUS ASPECTS OF DISCRIMI

NATION IN EDUCATION

543. The Sub-Commission at its eleventh session
and the Commission at its fifteenth session were in
formed (E/3229, paras. 202-203) of the decision of
the General Conference of UNESCO "to take respon
sibility for drafting recommendations to member States
and an international convention on the various aspects
of discrimination in education" and authorizing the
Director-General "to prepare a preliminary report, draft
recommendations and a draft convention to be circulated
to member States for comments, and to convene in
1960 a committee of technical and legal experts ap
pointed by member States with a view to submitting
revised drafts of such recommendations and of a con
vention to the eleventh session of the General Conference
of UNESCO".

544. The Sub-Commission, which had completed
the Studv on Discrimin.:!.tion in Education23 in 1957
and mad~ recommendations thereon to the Commission
on Human Rights (E/CNA/740, chap. IV), requested
the Secretary-General to arrange to have the preliminary
report, recommendations and draft convention-which
were to be ""\repared by UNESCO and circulated to
States members of UNESCO for comment-made avail
able also to the Sub-Commission at its twelfth session
in 1960, and decided to examine them at that time.
The Commission, which had at its fourteenth session
expressed itself as being in favour of drafting funda
mental principles on the eradication of discrimination
in education24 and held a preliminary discussion on
the advisability of preparing one or more international
instruments designed to eradicate discrimination in edu
cation, took note with satisfaction (E/3229, para. 208,
resolution 6 (XV» of the action taken by UNESCO,

22 International Labour Office, Official Bulletin, vol. XLI,
1958, No. 2.

23 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 1957.XIV.3.
24 See Official Records of the Economic atld Social Council,

Twenty-sixth SessiotJ., Supplement No. 8, para. 62, resolution
2 (XIV).
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and requested UNESCO to submit a progress report
so that the Commission itself could consider it at its
sixteenth session.

STUDIES O~ DISCRIMINATION

545. Under the work programme approved by the
Council and the Commission on Human Rights, the
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of l\Iinorities is continuing its series of
studies on discrimination in various fields.

546. In 1959, at its eleventh session, the Sub
Commission examined a supplement (E/CNA/Sub.2/
L.123/Add.!) to the draft report on discrimination in
the matter of religious rights and practices which it
had considered at its tenth session. The Special Rap
porteur for the study, Mr. Arcot Krishnaswami, was
requested to complete his final report for consideration
by the Sub-Commission at its twelfth session.

547. At its eleventh session the Sub-Commission
also examined the progress report on the study of dis
crimination in the matter of political rights (E/CNA/
Sub.2jL.147) submitted by the Special Rapporteur,
Mr. Hermin Santa Cruz, and requested the Secretary
General to provide the necessary assistance to enable
the Special Ra.IJporteur to submit a draft report to the
Sub-Commission at its twelfth session and a final report
at its thirteenth session. The Sub-Commission was
however advised, on behalf of the Secretary-General,
that while it would be possible to produce a skeleton
draft report in time for the twelfth session (January
1960), based, however, on fewer "country studies" than
had been the practice in the past, the final report could
be produced in time for the following session (January
1961) only if new funds for staff beyond the existing
level were provided.

548. The Council considered that the study of dis
crimination in the matter Qf political rights should be
completed without additional cost, and that therefore
the Sub-Commission and the Commission should adjust
their programmes accordingly.25

549. At the eleventh session the Sub-Commission
also received and discussed a preliminary study of dis
crimination in the matter of the right of everyone to
leave any country, including his own, and to return
to his country, as provided in article 13, paragraph 2,
of the universal Declaration of Human Rights, pre
pared at its request by Mr. Jose D. Ingles. Recognizing
that, in view of the limitations of staff and the Sec
retariat's prior commitments, a full study of this sub
ject could not be undertaken before 1960, the Sub
Commission expressed its gratitude to Mr. Ingles and
requested him to continue such preparatory work as
he found useful and feasible for consideration by the
Sub-Commission at its twelfth session, including the
preparation of a proposed questionnaire or list of topics
which might serve as an outline or framework for
the study.

550. The scope of the proposed study was discussed
in the Sub-Commission, the Commission •.md the
Council. Some members of the Sub-Commission and of
the Commission considered that the study should deal
with the substance of paragraph 1, as well as that of
paragraph 2, of article 13 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. Others, however, felt that the Coun
cil had already clearly limited the Sub-Commission's
study, in resolution 545 D (XVIII), to "the right of

25 See chapter VIII, secticn H.



everyone to leave any country, including his own, and
to return to his country, as provided in article 13, para
graph 2, of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights",
and that the Council had subsequently reaffirmed that
decisioIl in resolution 586 B (XX). The discussiou in
the Council at its twenty-eighth session indicated that
the Council was not· prepared to broaden the scope of
the study beyond the terms of its earlier resolutions.

IVIEMBERSIIIP 01' TUE SUB-COM MISSION ON PREVENTION

OF DISCRIMTNATION AND PROTECTION OF lVIINORITIES

551. As the term of office of the present members
of the Suo-Commission will expire on 31 December
1959, the Commission on Human Rights at its fifteenth
session decided to elect new members for a three-year
term ending on 31 December 1962. Before doing so,
the Commission considered the desirability of increasing
the number of members in the Sub-Commission with a
view to securing a more equitable geographical dis
tribution and snitable representation from among ne,,,
Members of the United Nations. The Commission
decided to increase the membership of the Sub-Commis
sion from twelve to fourteen unless it was determined
otherwise hy the Council.

552. From a list of candidates nominated by its
members (E/CN.4/7R6 and Add.l-7) and by States
non-members of the Commission (E/CNA/788 and
f'.dd.1-4), the Commission elected twelve persons, sub
Ject to the consent of their Governments, as members
of the Sub..:Commission.20 .

553. The Council, in resolution 728 E (XXVIII),
approved the decision of the COl11mission to increase
the memhership of the Sub-Commission from twelve to
fourteen, and decided to elect the two additional mem
bers at its resumed twenty-eighth session.

SgCOND CONFlmENcE 0Ji' NON-GOVERNMENTAL OR
GANIZATIONS INTERESTED IN THE ERADICATION OF
PREJUDICE AND DISCRIMINATION

554. As requested by the Council in resolution
683 E (XXVI), the Secretary-General convened a
Second C01?ference of .No~1-GovernmentalOrganizations
1I1t~re.sted 111 the ErachcatlOn of Prejudice and Discrimi
nation at Geneva from 22 to 26 June 1959. Eighty-four
nOIl-governmental organizations in consultative status
sent authorized rerreseutatives and alternates to the
Conference. chosen on the basis of their stature leader-
ship and competence. '

555. In accordance with Council resolution 683 E
(~XVI), the Commission on Human Rights requested
(E/32~9: para. 245, r~solution 12 (XV)) the Sub
CommlsslOn on PreventIOn of Discrimination and Pro
tection of .M!nori.ties to incl.ude, in its next report to
the Comn11sslOn, Its observatIons on the rroceedings of
the Conference.

Section VII. Communications

556. A! its fourteenth session the Commission on
HIu11.an ;lhghts, desiring to recommend to the Council
that It should re-exan;ine its resolutions establishing a
procedur~ for handhng communications relating to
humap nghts, had appointed a committee to study the
questIOn and prepare recommendations for consideration

26 For the members elected, see appendix n.
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at its fifteenth sessionYT In its report (E/CNA/782) ,
the Committee emphasized its desire that it should be
clearly understood that no illusion should be created
that the Commission could or did take any action on the
substance of comnmnications containing complaints and
allegations against States. On the other hand, the Com
mittee was unanimously of the opinion that comnmnica
tions asking for United Nations assistance or advice
in various personal problems should not be handled
under the procedure relating to communications con
cerning human rights. It was confident that these could
be left to the Secretariat to deal with within the limits
of the resources available to it, being aware of the fad
that the actions of the Secretariat, which for the most
part consisted in referring the applicant to existing in
ternational or national authorities, would of necessity
be of a limited nature.

557. At its fifteenth session the Commission COll

sidered the Committee's report and adopted three reso
lutions (E/3229, paras. 256, 258 and 260) on the pro
cedure for handling commnnications concerning human
rights. On the recommendation of the Committee and
the Commission (E/3229, para. 256, resoLution 13
(XV) ), the Council at its twenty-eighth session adopted
a resolution (resolution 728 F (XXVII I). amending
its previous resolutions on the handling of communica
tions concerning human rights (resofutions 75 (V),
192 A (VIII), 275 B (X) and 454 (XIV)) and con
solidating them into a single text. The only substantive
amendment was intended to give effect to the consid
eration that no illusion concerning the powers and
actions of the Commission on H l11nan Rights should be
created in the mind of those receiving replies to their
communications. V.,Thile in paragraph (d) of the original
text of Council resolution 75 (V) the Council had re
quested the Secretary-General to inform the writers of
all communications concerning human rights, however
addressed, "that their communications have been re
ceived and duly noted for consideration in accordance
;vith the procedure laid down by the United Nations".
111 the new text it requested him to inform them that
their communications would be handled "in accordance
with this resolution". While in the original text it was
provided that "where necessary" the Secretary-General
should indicate that the Commission had no power to
take any action in regard to any complaint concerning
human rights, ,the amendecl· text made it mandatory
for him so to indicate.

558. The Commission at its fifteenth session re
quested (E/3229, para. 258, resolution 14 (XV»)
the Secretary-GeneraL to prepare and furnish, with the
confidential list of communications concernino' human
rights submitted to each session of the Comn~ission, a
confidential document of a statistical nature to be based
on that list, without disclosing either the names of
writers of communications or the countries to which
they related. The Commission laid down in detail the
manner in which the document was to be drawn up.

559. The Commission requested the Secretary
C.en~ral (E/3.229, para. 260, resolution 15 (XV)) to
dlst:lbute to ItS mem~)ers .on the opening day of each
sessIOn the confidenhal hst of communications and
replies received from Governments to communications
sent to them.

560. On the recommendation of the Committee (El
CNA/782, para. 19), the C0111mission further decided

27 See Official Records of the· Economic alld Social Coutlcil,
Twenty-si.1:th Session, SuPPlement No. 8. para. 194.
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(1':/3229, para. 2(11) to discolltinue the practil'l' of
taking note of the distrihution of the confidential list
of nmmltlnications and of the replies of Governments,
hut to continue to mention in its report to the Council
that thl' list and the r{'plie~ hnd been circulated by the
:-;t'l"re'tary-C;t'\l('rnl aud r{'crivrd hy tIlt' nwmlwrs of the
<.·onullission.

B

Se<'tion VIII. Statu8 of women

5t.1. The Coullcil, at its tWl'llty-eighth se"siuu, con
sic!ered:!s the rc'port of the Commissiou Oil the Status
of \Vomen on its thirtc'euth sessioll (E/3228):''1I and in
resolution 722 :\ (X XVII I) took note of tilt' rl'port.
The recotllml'lHlatillns of till' <. 'onnllissioll on some' of
the tllain itetlls cll\lsil!erl'll at its thirteenth sessioll, and
the actioll of the Couudl thereon, are summarized
helow. The rt'st1tlll~' of the progratlltlll' of advisory
services iu human rights contaiuec! in sectiun IX of
this chaptl'r inclmll's refc'f('ncc's to the activitil's uuder
this programtlle which relate to the statns of WOtllt'U.

1'1ll.ITJL\!. Rll,lITS OF WO:\tEN

5(l2. I )nriug thc' uebate iu the Conndl, several metll
bers uoted with satisfaction the increasing munher of
countries in whkh women h;lll heen g-rant('c! full political
rig-hts. 1\1any tlletllhers fdt that tIlt' stage had heen
reached wheu the COllnllissiou's main ohiective should
he to eucourag-e womC'n to mak{' etTective U~l' of thm,e
rig-hts and to participate more fully in puhlic life. They
consiclerell rCg"iollal seminars au important means of
promoting- the exerl'ise of )lolitkal rights. espedally in
less de\'l'loped areas of the world. Thp Commission's
decisiou (E/322R, para. 35, resolution 2 (X Ill)) to
invite non-govcrnmental orgauizations to further the
('xchangl' of ("xlwrienc(" among" women was wdcomeci as
was its request to the Secretary-C;cnl'ral (E/3228,
para. 30, resolution I B (XIII)) to make till' report
of the Bogota seminar availahle to the t1lemher~ o~

the Commi~sion 11I'fore its fourtc'enth ~e~sion.

:-;T,\1TS OF 'WO:-.tEN IN PRIVATE LAW

563. The Council's di~cu~~ion of the status of
women in privatl' law centred on the question of cons("nt
to marriage and requirements as to age of marriage,
free consent, and registration of marriages. At its
twentv-sixth session. the Council had dedded (resolu
tioll 6RO B I (XXVI)) to invite the Secretary-General
to prepare a n'cot11t1lellllation on these suhjects, rather
than a draft convention as had heen requested hy the
Commission on the Status of \Vomen.:11l Subsequently,
the Con1tlli~sion at its thirteenth se:;~ion hall expressed
the view (E/322R, para. 49, re~olt1tion 3 (XIII)) that
the importance of the problems might make it appro
priate to prescribe standards in those fie1cls by means
of an international instrument carrying great authority
which would gi\'l' effect to the relevant provisions of
the Universal J)c'c1aration of Human Rights. The Com
mission had therefore invitc'd the Conncil to reconsider
its earlier decision in which it had requested the prepa
ration of a recommendation rather than a convpntion.

2R ElAC.7/SR.390-392; EjSR.I078.
211 Official Record's of till' Ecollomic' and Social COl/llcil,

TWl'llf.v-t'i!lhlh S,'ssioll, SlIpplc'mcllt No. 7.
30I/lid., Tn'cllty-si.t·th Sessioll, Sllpplel/l~"t No. 7, chap. IV,

para. 56, and chap. XVI, draft resolution B I.
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5()-l. Th~n' was genernl agreement in the Conncil
on the ohjt'c'tives hnt not on the mt,thods of dealing
with the qlll'stions involved. Several me"lhers fdt that.
if a rOll\'l'\Itilln was snppknll'nted h)' an intt'rtlational
instnltllC'nt in the forlll of ;1 rc'l'llttlmt'llllatioll with pro·
visions for periodk reporting by 1\lettlher States, it
wOlllc1 hI' t'asic'r to apply tht' prillcipl-e~ in all countries,
Other Illembers ic,lt that a rOll\'c'lltioll would he a more
t'lTl'l'ti\'l' illstnlml'l\t than a recottlmt'lldatioll, hilt they
llill not OppOS(' the proposal tll :1l1c1 slll'h all illstrtttnent,
.\fter a CliSl"lISSillll on the form of the pmposed recom
nlt'llllatioll awl Oil tilt' ttlalltll'r of its operatiou, the
CllIltlcil alllt'lllkll the text whit-h the COttlmi:;~ion had
propo~ell to it, In rc'solution 722 H (XXVIII) the
Coullcil re'quested tIll' ~('l'n'tary-( ;em'ral to pr('pare a
(Iraft conYC'lltiotl awl a llraft rec'onlltl{'l~datioll dealing
with age of lllarriag-l', frl'c' cotlsent, and reg-istration of
marriages, induding proYisiolls for r(,~lllar reporting
hy the C;owrtln1l'nts of ;\ Il'IllIll'r States.

:\ATtO:>:.\UTY (}F \IAI{RIEIl \\"OI\lEN

5(15. TIll' Conndl notc'll that the report Oil the na
tionality of marric'lJ WOlllell prc'pared for the Commis
,.;ion (E/C\' .hl25-lI. \dd.5) i\l(lit'ated gt'neral progress
and that sixtc'l'n States had sig-ned alld ratified or
arcedl'd to the COl1\'ention on the Nationality of Married
\\'C)1J1l'tl.

5()(l. Thl' Council adoptt'd a re'solutioll (722 C
( X X\ '111 )) requesting- the Sel'retary-(;eneral to pre
pare a puhlicatioll Cllntainitl~ the history of the COIl

yc,t1tiotl and a l'ollllllt'ntary on its provisions and arrange
for its issuance at an early date, and to make prepara
tions for a later publication ,,,,hich would bring up to
datt' the information on legislation affecting the na
tionality of married women.

E\.}l'AL PAY FOR E\.}l'AL WORK

5tl7. .\t its thirteenth session, the Commission on
tll(' :-;tatlls of 'Vomc'n had considered a revised clraft
pamphlet on equal pay for eqnal work (E/CN.6/341),
whidl hacl heen preparell by the International Lahour
Office and the Secretary-General. The Council, on the
recommelHlation of the Conltlli~sion, adopted a reso
lution (722 n (XXVIII)) in which it requested the
Sc'cretary-C~eneral to issue the draft pamphlet in the
form of a pnhlication as soon as possible.

.\cn:ss OF \\"0\1 EN TO Bm'CATION

5(1l'( .\t it:; thirteenth session, the Commission had
considered a report prepared by UNESCO on the
accc'ss of women to the teaching profession (El
CN.fJ/345). The Council adopted a resolution (722 E
( XX VI II )), recommended 1>Y the Commission, in
which it called the attention ·of Governments to its
resolutions 547 K (XVIII) and SR7 C; (XX) and
invited UNESCO to prepare for the fifteenth session of
the Commis:;ion a further report on the access of women
to the teaching profession.

ECONO:lllC OPPOR1'lTN I1'IES FOR WOMEN

SW. The consideration of the question of economic
opportunities for women hy the Commis~ion and sub·
sequently hy the Council was in the main directed to
the occupational outlook ior women in the principal
professional and technical fields and to further dis
cussion of the age of retirement and the right to pension.



570. In connexion with the occupational outlook
for women, the Secretary-General had prepared for
the Commission reports on women's opportunities for
training and employment in the professions of archi
tecture, engineering and law (E/CN.6/343 and
Add.1-3). Many members of the Commission noted
that few legal Larriers existed against women in those
fields and stressed that existing prejudices and tradi
tional attitudes would have to be overcome before com
plete equality of opportunity could be achieved. The
importance of adequate vocational guidance and of the
various media of communication in informing and in
flu,~ncing public opinion was repeatedly mentioned, as
was the useful work done by non-governmental organi
zations to promote fuller uncierstanding of the potential
contribution of women in those professions. Several
members of the Council expressed their agreement with
those views.

571. At the invitation of the Council (resolution
680 C II (XXVI», the Commission at its thirteenth
session reconsidered the question of the age of retire
ment and right to pension of women workers. All mem
bers of the Commission recognized the complexities of
the present state of this questicn and noted the differ
ences that existed in various countries according to
their social pattern. After considerable debate, the Com
mission adopted a resolution (E/3228, para. 118, reso
lution 8 (XIII» in which it expressed the belief that
there should be no difference between men and women
workers with respect to the age of retirement, whether
optional or compulsory, and with respect to the right
to pension, and recommended that the Council adopt
a resolution embodying that principle.

572. In the course of the debate in the Council,
several members pointed out that the Commission was
still divided on the question. They felt that the Council
should therefore take no action. Some members stated
that absolute equality in the optional age of retirement
of men and women would be a step backward and would
deprive women of great advantages. Other members
supported the draft resolution proposed by the Com
mission, and pointed out that it had been adopted by
a larger majority at the thirteenth session than at
the twelfth session and that an earlier age of retire
ment constituted serious discrimination against women
workers.

573. The Council adopted a resolution (722 F
(XXVIII» in which it affirmed the principle that
arrangements in regard to pensioTlable age and retire
ment age should not place women workers at any dis
advantage as compared with men, but, recognizing
that differences of opinion continued to exist as to
whether an earlier age for women violated that prin
ciple, decided to take no action at the current time on
the draft resolution proposed by the Commission
(E/3228, chap. XVII, drclft resolution F).

c

Section IX. Programme of advisory services in
the field of humsn rights

574. Pursuant to Council resolution 684 (XXVI)
and General Assembly resolution 1261 (XIII) the
Secretary-General organized three regional seminars in
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1959: two seminars on judicial and other remedies
against the illegal exercise or abuse of administrative
authority, one at Peredeniya (Kandy), Ceylon, from 4 to
15 M~y and the other at Buenos Aires, Argentina,
from 31 August to 11 September, and a third seminar
on the participation of women in public life, at Bogota,
Colombia. from 18 to 29 May.

575. In his report to the Council on the programme
of advisory services in the field of human rights31 the
Secretary-General stated that he would organize three
regional seminars on human rights in 1960, one in
Asia, one in Africa anc. a third in Europe. The first,
to be convened in Japan, would discuss certain problems
of substantive criminal law. The second, in Ethiopia,
would deal with the participation of women in public
life. The third, in Austria, would consider the pro
tection of human rights in criminal procedure.

576. In the Council at its twenty-eighth sessions2

some representatives expressed disappointment that,
although the programme of advisory services authorized
by the General Assembly in resolution 926 (X) included
advisory services of experts and the provision of fellow
ships and scholarships as well as the organization of semi
nars, the Secretary-General had so far concentrated upon
the organization of seminars. Others however approved
the empha3is upon seminars, particularly since few Gov
ernments had requested advisory services of experts,
fellowships, or scholarships.

577. With regard to the topics for the 3eminars on
hunlan rights, some representatives regretted the fre
quent choice of purely legal subjects while others ap
proved subjects of that nature, which were precisely
defined and of direct practical interest. It was however
pointed out that the choice of subjects for seminars
was in each case made by the Government concerned.
In so far as economic and social rights were concerned,
seminars on these subjects would normally be organized
by the competent specialized agencies. It was also sug
gested that seminars on such questions as the status
of women in family law should be organized.

578. On the question whether future seminars should
be regional or more broadly international in character,
some representatives expressed the view that in the
case of subjects of interest to countries in more than
one region, dissipation of efforts and funds could be
avoided by holding a single international seminar with
a large number of participants. Others however indi
cated their satisfaction with, and approval of, the
Secretary-General's plan for organizing seminars on
the same subject in different regions, as they did not
consider the time :-ipe for convening a more broadly
international seminar and felt that it was not yet clear
how such a seminar could be organized or what subjects
it could usefully consider.

579. The Council, in resolution 729 (XXVIII),
noted with satisfaction the success achieved in the
seminars held since its twenty-sixth session, and ap
proved the plan presented by the Secretary-General for
holding three seminars in 1960.

31 Ibid., Twetlty-eighth Session, Ann~ses, agenda item 12,
document E/3253 and Add.l-2.

32 E/AC.7/SR.396-397; E/SR.1088.
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Annex

STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGA:-IIZATIO:-lS

ORAL STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS TO
THE COUNCIL OR ITS COMMITTEES UNDER RULE 86 OF THE
RULES OF PROCEDURE

TW"nty-setl£'11th session

International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
Freedom of information-E/SR.l06l.

Twenty-eighth session

World Fecitration of Trade Unions
Report of the Commission on the Status of Women-El

AC.7/SR,390.

ORAL STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS TO
THE COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANI
zATIONS UNDER RULE 85 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE

Twenty-cigM~t session

International Federation of University Women
Report of the Commission on Human Rights-E/C.2/SR.I78.

International Federation of University Women
Report of the Commission on the Status of Women:-E/

C.2/SR.178.
International Federation of University Women

Question of a draft declaration on freedom of information
E/C.2/SR.178.

International Federation of Women Lawyers
Report of the Commission on Human Rights-E/C,Z/SR.l78.

International Union for Child Welfare
Report of the Commission on Human Rights-E/C.Z/SR.178.

WRITTEN STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
TO THE COUNCIL

International Federation of Christian Trade Unions
E/C.2/519. Trade-union rights.

International League for the Rights of Man
E/C.2/523. Freedom of information.

International League for the Rights of Man
E/C.2/534. Question of a draft declaration on freedom of

information.
International Federation of University Women

E/C.2/537. Access of women to the teaching profession.
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International Union for Child Welfare
E/C.2/538. Draft declaration of the rights of the child.

WRITTEN STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
TO THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

International League for the Rights of Man
E/CN.4/t\GO/83. Application of the Universal Declaration

of Human Rights.
International Union for Child Welfare

E/CN.4/NGO/84. Draft declaration of the rights of the
child.

International Federation of Women Lawyers
E/CNA/NGO/8S. Draft declaration of the rights of t.'1e

child.
International League for the Rights of Man

E/CNA/NGO/86. Communications concerning human rights.

WRITTEN STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
TO THE CoMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN

International Council of Social Democratic Women
E/CN.6/NGO/59. Economic opportunities for women.

International Council of Women
E/CN.6/NGO/ro. Economic opportunities for women: oc

cupational outlook for women in the professions of architect,
engineer and jurist.

Liaison Committee of Women's International Organizations
E/CN.6/NGO/61. Economic opportunities for women.
E/CN.6/NGO/62. Status of women in private law.

International Federation of University Women
E/CN.6/NGO/63. Access of women to the teaching profession.

St. Joan's International Social and Political Alliance
E/CN.6/NGO/64. Status of women in private law.
E/CN.6/NGO/65. Economic opportunities for women.

International Federation of University Women
E/CN.6/NGO/66. Occupational outlook for women.

Pan-Pacific South-East Asia Women's Association
E/CN.6/NGO/67. Status of women in private law.

World Union of Catholic Women's Organizations
E/CN.6/NGO/68. Access of women to education.

Open Door International
E/CN.6/NGO/69. Equal pay for equal work.

International Alliance of Women
E/CN.6/NGO/70. Access of women to education.
E/CN.6/NGO/71. Political rights of women.



Chapter VIII

QUESTIONS OF CO-ORDINATION AND RELATIONS WITH SPECIALIZED AGENCIES

, .

580. In accordance with the established procedure,
the Council at its twenty-eighth session1 undertook a
general review of the development and co-ordh.'ltion of
the economic, social and human rights programmes and
activities of the United Nations and the specialized
agencies as a whole. This review was based on the fol
lowing documents: the Secretary-GeneraI's observa
tions on the work programme of the Council in the
economic, social and human rights fields (E/3274);2
a statement by the Secretary-General entitled "Con
solidated work programme of the Council in the eco
nomic, social and human rights fields" (E/3277); the
Secretary-GeneraI's five-year programme appraisals of
the work of the United Nations in the economic, social,
human rights and related fields, 1959-1964 (E/3260
and Add.l-2) prepared in response to Council resolu
tions 665 C (XXIV) and 694 D (XXVI) ; a progress
report by the Secretary-General on the survey regarding
co-ordination of results of scient.ific research called for by
General Assembly resolution 1260 (XIII) (E/3261); a
progress report of the Secretary-General entitled "Pro
gress and prospects for concerted action in community
development" (E/CN.5/334/Add.2); the twenty-third
report of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordina
tion (E/3247);2 the annual reports of the ILO (E/
3245 and Add.1),3 FAO (E/3251),4 UNESCO (E/
3242),5 WHO (E/3235 and Add.I-2),6 IAEA (E/
3248),7 ICAO (E/3238 and Add.l-2),S UPU (E/
3216),9 ITU (E/3275),10 WMO (E/3231),11 and

1 E/AC.24/SR.l83-194; E/SR.1074-1077, 1089.
2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Cmttlcil,

Twenty-eighth Session, Annexes, agenda item 4.
3 ILO, Activities of the I.L.O. 1958-1959, Report of the

Director-General (Part Il) to the International Labour Con
fere'lce, Forty-third Session, 1959.. Thirteenth Report of the
International Labour Organisation to the United Nations (Ge
neva, 1959); and "Annex to the thirteenth report of the Inter
national Labour Organisation to the United Nations".

-1 FAO, "Report of the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations to the Economic and Social Council at its
twenty-eighth session".

5 UNESCO, "United Natiuns Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, Report to the United Nations for
1958-1959".

6 \VHO, The Work of liRO, 1958: Annual Report of the
Di,-ector-General to the World Health Assembly and to the
United Nations: Official Records of the World Health Organi
::ation No. 90 (Geneva, March 1959); "Report of the World
Health Organization, Supplementary Report"; and "Index to
the report of the World Health Organization".

7 IAEA, "Annual Report by the International Atomic Energy
Agency to the Economic and Social Council for 1958-59".

S ICAD, Annual Report of the Council to the Assembly for
1958 (Doe. 7960 A12-P/1); Budget Estimates: Financial Years
1960-1961-1962 (Doe. 7962 A12-AD/1) (Sz,pporting documen
tation for the twelfth sessloll of the Assembly, San Diego
(California, USA), June-July 1959); and Sztpplementary Re
port of the Council to the Assembly on the Activities of the
Or.7alli::ati01l.

p, UPU, "Report on the Work of the Union, 1958" (Berne).
W ITU, Annual Report bJ.' the Secretary-General of the In

il/matiol/al Telec011l1ll1ll1ication Union, 1958 (Geneva, 1959).
11 WMO, Annual Report of the World Meteorological Or

galti::atioll, 1958 (\"'MO-No. 86.RP.37) (Geneva, 1959).
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11'1CO (E/3271) ;12 the report on the consultations be
tween the Council's Committee established in Couucil
resolution 694 F (XXVI) and representatives of the
Governing Body of the International Labour Office (E/
3186) ;2 and a communication from the Director-Gen
eral of the International Labour Office (E/3222).2 The
reports of the regional and functional commissions,
which were considered under other items of the Coun
cil's agenda, were among the background do:uments
relating to the item. The Council also took into account
General Assembly resolution 1272 (XIII), on the con
trol and limitation of documentation, to which it had. at
its resumed twenty-sixth session, drawn the attention
of its subsidiary bodies.

581. The Council gave special attention to the fol
lowing questions: the work of the Administrative Com
mittee on Co-ordination (ACC), co-ordination in the
field of the peaceful uses of atomic energy, concerted
action, the "Freedom from Hunger" campaign, and
programme appraisals for the period 1959 to 1964. The
Council also considered proposals put to it by the Secre
tariat on the concentration of activities and on the con
trol and limitation of documentation.

582. The discussion opened with a statement by the
Secretary-General,l3 Statements, which included refer
ences to the annual reports of their respective organiza
tions, were made by the executive heads of the ILO,
FAO, UNESCO, WHO, IAEA, ICAO, UPU, ITU.
WMO and IMCO or by their representatives.

Section I. Co-ordination of activities*

WORK OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE ON
CO-ORDINATION

583. The Council expressed the hope that the ACC
would report further to it at its thirtieth session on the
question of its machinery and procedures, and that the
review would include a survey of the inter-agency struc
ture of technical conm1ittees, working groups and such
bodies, together with an indication of the terms of refer
ence and membership of those bodies. It hoped that the
ACC would examine the question of the steps that
might be desirable to promote co-ordination among the
organizations concerned as regards the peaceful uses
of outer space. It also suggested that the ACC might
devote attention to methods of exchanging information
between countries in the field of community develop
ment and to the publication of bibliographies relating
to the experience of various countries in that field.

584. As regards mutual consultations between the
various organizations, the Council agreed to draw the
attention of the General Assembly to the desirability of

12 IMCO, "Annual Report of the Inter-Governmental Mari
time Consultative Organization, 1959".

13 E/SR.l074.
* Paragraph 584 below requires action by the General

Assembly.
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adopting a procedure similar to that outlined in rule 80
of the Council's rules of procedure, providing for con
sultation with the specialized agency concerned before
the adoption of any project or proposal relating to mat
ters of direct concern to that agency.

CO-ORDINATION 1:-< THE FIELD OF THE PEACEFUL USES
OF ATOMIC ENERGY

585. The Council considered matters of co-ordina
tion arising in the field of the peaceful uses of atomic
energy, with particular regard to the effects of radia
tion resulting from the peaceful uses of atomic energy.
The Council based its discussion on the study of the
matter undertaken by the ACC (E/3247, section VII,
and annexes I, section F, and II).

586. In resolution 743 B (XXVIII), the Council
noted with satisfaction the measures taken with a view
to establishing close relations between the United
Nations and IAEA as well as between IAEA and the
specialized agencies, the acceptance of the invitation to
IAEA to participate in the Expanded Programme of
Technical Assistance14 and the establishment of a Scien
tific Advisory Committee by the Board of Governors of
IAEA. The Council expressed the hope that the or
ganizations concerned would continue their endeavours
to implement the arrangements for practical co-opera
tion foreshadowed in the relationship agreements, and
requested the ACC to give further attention to multi
lateral and other measures directed to co-ordinated and
concerted action in the field of the peaceful uses of atomic
energy and to provide rl7Ports thereon on a continuing
basis. As regards the effects of radiation resulting from
the peaceful uses of atomic energy, the Council en
dorsed the view expressed by the ACC (E/3247,
annex I, para. 57) that in this field there remained a
need for intensification of the scientific and administra
tive co-operation between the organizations concerned
in each of the diverse disciplines involved.

587. In this general connexion, the Council also
noted that the programme of conferences, symposia and
seminars of IAEA was being communicated to members
of the ACC for comment and expressed the hope that
the United Nations and the specialized agencies would
likewise communicate to IAEA for comment, their pro
grammes of conferences and meetings relating to atomic
energy.

CONCERTED ACTION

588. The Council gave consideration to possibilities
of concerted action-or further steps in that direction
in the various fields on which it had received a report
from the ACC (E/3247, section VI and annex I) in
response to resolution 694 C II (XXVI). There was
general agreement on the necessity for an integrated
approach to problems in the field of water resources. In
resolution 743 A (XXVIII), the Council recalled its
resolution 675 (XXV) on water resources as an aspect
of the economic development of under-developed coun
tries; noted with satisfaction that the Water Resources
Development Centre had been set up at United Nations
Headquarters and had become the focal point for con
certed action among United Nations agencies in the
field of water resources; and further noted that hydro
logy was a field where concerted action might have use
ful results for the development of water resources, and
that on 20 April 1959 the Third World Meteorological

14 See chapter lIT, section XII, paragraph 244.
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Congress had decided to establish a new Technical Com
mission on Hydrological Meteorology. 7he Council com
mended WMO for the establislmlent of the Commission
and expressed the hope that the Governments of States
members of the United Nations and of the specialized
agencies would make appropriate use of, and would
co-operate fully with, the Water Resources Development
Centre of the United Nations and with the work of
WMO and its new Technical Commission on Hydro
logical Meteorology. The Council further invited the
competent United Nations agencies and bodies to inform
the Centre regularly of requests that might be received
from member States in respect of the development of
their water resources and requested the ACC to con
tinue its efforts to bring about programmes of con
certed action in that field.

"FREEDOM FROM HUNGER" CAMPAIGN

589. As a basis for its discussion on the "Freedom
from Hunger" campaign, the Council had before it the
observations of the ACC (E/3247, paras. 42-45) and
heard a statement by the Director-General of FAOIr.
on the progress made in developing the campaign.

590. In resolution 743 C (XXVIII), after noting
that the project had been unanimously approved in
principle by the FAO Council and would be before
the tenth session of the FAO Conference in November
1959 for final approval, the Council welcomed the
initiative taken by the Director-General and the FAO
Council to centre world attention and to speed action,
both national and international, on the continuing prob
lem of hunger and malnutrition. The Council invited the
Secretary-General to continue to offer the co-operation
of the United Nations in the project in the light of
the decision which would be taken by the FAO Con
ference on the subject, and further invited the spe
cialized agencies, IAEA and the ACC to continue to co
operate in the project to ensure its success and effective
execution. It recommended that States members of the
co-operating agencies, and non-governmental organiza
tions accredited to them, should co-operate in the project
in the ways which each would find most appropriate,
and it invited the Director-General of FAO to keep
the Council advised of the progress in developing the
campaign.

PROGRAMME APPRAISALS FOR THE PERIOD 1959 TO 1%4

591. The discussion in the Council on the pro
gramme appraisals for the period 1959 to 1964 was
based on the report of the Secretary-General on Uniten
Nations programmes (E/3260 and Add.1-2) prepared
in response to Council resolution 665 C (XXIV). The
Council also had before it the observations of the ACe
on certain procedural questions (E/3247, paras. 19-21).
the report (E/3186) on the consultations between a
committee of the Council and the Governing Body of
the International Labour Office which·had taken place
on 14 October 1958 in pursuance of Council resolu
tion 694 F (XXVI), and a communication from the
Director-General of the International Labour Office
(E/3222).

592. The Secretary-General's report (E/3260 ann
Add.1-2) was prepared in two parts, the first C011

taining a general appraisal of the needs, opportunities,

15 EjSR.1074.
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trends and possible further developments of the United
Nations programmes in the economic, social and human
rights fields and the second consisting of the more
detailed appraisals of the main areas of work upon which
the general appraisal was based.

593. The Secretary-General informed the Council
that the report was in many respects tentative and that
he might feel it desirable subsequently to put forward
supplementary findings. He also drew particular atten
tion to the suggestions in the report relating to the
possibility of the Secretariat's submitting to the Coun
cil and the General Assembly every year a summary of
the main developments and policy recommendations
bearing on problems of economic development and of
preparing at, say, five-year intervals, a special study of
major economic developments &::1d problems. The Coun
cil-and perhaps, also the General Assembly-might,
in his view, consider the setting aside at similar in
tervals of special meetings for the purpose of reviewing
tho!':'.: long-teml developments, the problems encountered
and the need for changes in economic policy.

594. After members had discussed both the form
and the content of the report, the Council adopted a
resolution (743 D (XXVIII» in which it noted with
appreciation the report of the Secretary-General (E/
3260 and Add.l-2) on the scope, trend and cost of the
programmes of the United Nations for 1959 to 1964
prepared in response to Council resolution 694 D
(XXVI), and authorized the Secretary-General, after
making such changes as might seem advisable in the
light of the comments made in the debates and the
resolutions adopted during L'1e twenty-eighth session of
the Council, to submit the revised report to the Coun
cil's Committee on Programme Appraisals by 1 Decem
ber 1959. The Council expressed appreciation to the
participating agencies for their part in preparing the ap
praisals and to the ACC for striving to ensure a measure
of comparability. It noted that the proposed programme
appraisals of the United Nations and the specialized
agencies in the economic, social, human rights and
related fields would not be complete without reference
to the programmes of IAEA, and invited IAEA to
consider the possibility of participating in the appraisals
by submitting to the Council's Committee on Pro
gramme Appraisals a statement giving information on
its programme, with an indication, where possible,
of future trends in those activities which might have
a bearing on the programmes of the United Nations
and the specialized agencies participating in the five
year appraisals. The Council further requested the Com
mittee, in preparing its report, to take appropriate
action, in accordance with the functions ascribed to it
in paragraph 10 of Council resolution 694 D (XXVI),
on the statement which IAEA might submit.

Section H. Concentration of activities of the
United Nations in the economic, social and
human rights fields, and control and limitation
of documentation

595. As a basis for its discussions on the concentration
of activities and control and limitation of documentation,
the Council had before it a report of the Secretary
General containing observations on the work pro
gramme of the Council in the economic, social and
human rights fields (E/3274) and the relevant sections
of the reports of the functional and regional economic
commissions.
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CONCENTRATION OF ACTIVITIES

596. As regards the concentration of activities, the
Council adopted a resolution (742 (XXVIII), part I),
in which, after noting that the Secretary-General's
review of the work programme of the Council was a
continuing process and was not designed primarily to
bring about financial savings but to enable the Council
to consider how best to use the limited resources avail
able in the light of changing requirements, the Council
approved the efforts to achieve a greater concentration
of activities in the economic, social, and human rights
fields, as set forth in the report of the Secretary-General
(E/3274), and requested the Secretary-General to pre
pare annually a similar report for the consideration of
the Council at its summer session. The Council requested
its subsidiary bodies to utilize existing studies or pub
lications where possible, or where they could be adapted
to the purpose of the work programme concerned, and,
whenever possible, to accept the Secretary-General's
time schedule for the completion of studies, provided
they could be completed in the most economical way
within a reasonable period of time.

597. In an annex to the resolution, the Council ex
pressed its appreciation of the importance and timeliness
of the merger of the Technical Assistance Administra
tion with the Department of Economic and Social Af
fairs. It agreed with the views of the Secretary-General
(E/3274, para. 5) that the merger should gear more
effectively the research and information activities of the
Secretariat to the needs of technical assistance opera
tions and render research and information services more
effective by utilizing operational experience. The Coun
cil stated that it understood that the merger would not
alter existing arrangements, which provided that tech
nical assistance activities were to be u:-..dertaken only
in response to requests from Governments, under the
terms of reference and rules governing the technical
assistance programmes as set forth by the Technical
Assistance Committee and the Council, so as to preserve
the identity of those programmes.

598. With reference to economic activities, the Coun
cil hoped that the Secretary-General would make the
fullest use, in appropriat~cases, of the services of public
and private research institutions outside the United
Nations for the purpose of carrying forward studies
and surveys. It agreed wii..; the Secretary-General's
proposal (E/3274, para. 13) that publication of the
series of country studies on the taxation of private
foreign investment by capital exporting and capital
importing countries should be discontinued, since, on
the basis of studies carried out in co-operation with the
United Nations Secretariat, information of that kind
was now being published by a private research
institution.

599. As regards regional economic activities, the
Council noted with satisfaction the response of the
regional economic commissions to the Council's request
in resolution 694 B II (XXVI) that their rules of pro
cedure should contain a provision for the distribution of
documentation six weeks in advance of meetings. The
Council continued to regard it as essential that the
regional economic commissions should have before them
in good time all pertinent information with respect to
proposed programmes or projects. In this connexion,
the Council noted that the Executive Secretaries were
submitting to the commissions statements of the financial
implications of new programmes or projects prior to

I
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their approval and expressed the hope that that practice
would be continued.

600. With regard to human rights activities, the
Council considered that the study on discrimination in
the matter of political rights should he completed with
out additional costs and that the Sub-Commission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Mi
norities and the Commission on Human Rights should
adjust their programmes accordingly.

601. In pursuance of resolution 693 (XXVI),
annex, paragraph 19, the Council also considered the
question whether the Secretary-General's consolidated
statement of work programmes might be dispensed with
or, alternatively, be produced not annually but biennially
or triennially. The Council felt that, for the time being,
the st~.tement should continue to be produced annually.

CONTROL AND LIMITATION OF DOCUMENTATION

602. With reference to the control and limitation
of documentation, the Council adopted a resolution (742
(XXVIII), part II), in which, after taking note of
General Assembly resolution 1272 (XIII), it recalled
that it had requested its subsidiary bodies to include
that question in their agenda and noted that the reports
of those bodies contained descriptions of the various
measures taken. The Council further recalled the deci
sio!"., taken by it in the past, as a part of its efforts to
achieve a greater concentration of activities, which had
had considerable results on the control and limitation
of documentation, and undertook to keep the question
under review. Considedng that a primary objective
should be to ensure the distribution of documents, in
all the working languages of the Council, within the six

weeks' time limit, the Council called the attention of its
subsidiary bodies to the fact that the problem was a con
tinuing one and should be constantly borne in mind.
Yt requested the Secretary-General to prepare a sum
mary of action taken by the Council and its subsidiary
bodies in response to Gen("ral Assembly resolution 1272
(XIII), for inclusion in the report of the Council to
the General Assembly at its fourteenth or fifteenth ses
sion or in the report which he would submit to the Gen
eral Assembly in response to that resolution, and fur
ther requested the Secretary-General to ensure the dis
tribution of documents in all the working languages of
the Council in good time.

Section m. Convention on the Privileges and
Immunities of the Specialized Agencies: draft
annex relating to the Inter.Governmental Mari·
time Consultative Organization

.603. At the Council's resumed twenty-sixth ses
sIOn,16 the Secretary-General proposed to the Council
that the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities
of the Specialized Agencies be made applicable to the
Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organiza
tion and suggested the text of a draft annex to the Con
vention which the Council might wish to recommend
to IMCO. The Council adopted a resolution (70S
(XXVI)) recommending to IMCO a draft annex to
the Convention.17

16 EjSR.I046.
17 The First Assembly of IMCO, held in London in January

1959, accepted the standard clauses of the Convention on
Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized .\gencies as
modified by the annex applicable to IMCO.
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Chapter IX

NON·GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
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Section I. List of non-govei"nmentaI organiza
tions in consultative statlls

604. Seven applications and re-applications from
non-governmental organizations for consultative status
with the Council were consideredl by the Council Com
mittee on Non-Governmental Organizations during the
period under review and reported on by the Committee
at the twenty-seve~lth session (E/3217).2 The Council
reviewed3 the report of the Committee and discussed
one suggested amendment to the report. On the recom
mendation. of the Committee, the Council decided (reso
lution 717 (XXVII)) to grant the request of one inter
national organization for reclassification from the Reg
ister to category B. It decided to grant the requests
of four international organizations for category B con
sultative status. The Council further decided not to
grant category B consultative status to two other inter
national organizations.

605. The non-governmental organizations in con
sultative status with the Council in pursuance of
Article 71 of the Charter, as of 1 August 1959, are
psted below. Of these, 10 are in category A and 117 in
category B. An additional 200 organizations are on
the Register of the Secretary-General for ad hoc con
sultations in accordance with resolution 288 B (X),
paragraph 17. Thl organizations are all international
unless othenvise indicated.

Category A

International Chamber of Commerce
International Confederation·of Free Trade Unions
International Co-operative .Alliance
International Federation of Agricultural Producers
International Federation of Christian Trade Unions
International Organisation of Employers
Inter-Parli.:.mentary Union
World Federation of Trade Unions
World Federation of Umted Nations Associations
\Vorld Veterans Federation

Category B

Agudas Israel World Organization
All India Womeil's Conference (India)
All Pakistan Women's Association (Pakistan)
Anti-Slavery Society, The (United Kingdom)
Associated Country Women of the World
CARE (Co-operative for American Relief Zverywhere, Inc.)

(United States of America)
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (United States

of America)
Catholic International Union for Social Service
Chamber of Commerce of the United States of America

(United States of America)
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, The
Confederation internationale du credit populaire
Consultative Council of Jewish Organizations

1 E/C.2/SR.l75.
2 Official Records of the Economic and Social C01lJ1cil,

Twmfy-se'iJenth Session, Anne.;-es, agenda item 12.
3 E/SR.I065.

Co-ordinating Board of Jewish Organizations
Friends 'World Committee for Consultation
Howard League for Penal Reform (United Kingdom)
Indian Council of World Affairs (India)
Inter-American Council of Commerce and Production
Inter-American Federation of Automobile Clubs
Inter-American Planning Society
Inter-American Press Association
Inter-American Statistical Institute
International Abolitionist Federation
International African Institute
International Air Transport Association
International Alliance of Women-Equal Rights, Equal

Responsibilities
International Association for Social Progress
International Association of Juvenile Court Judges
International Association of Penal Law
International Association of Schooh of Social Work
International Automobile Federation
International Bar Association
International Bureau for the Suppression of Traffic in Persons
International Catholic Child Bureau
International Catholic Migration Commission
International Catholic Press Union
International Commission Against Concentration Camp Practices
Inter.national Commission of Jurists
International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage
International Committee of Scientific Management
International Committee of the Red Cross
International Conference of Catholic Charities
International Conference of Social \Vork
International Congresses for Modern Architecture
International Co-operative \Vomen's Guild
International Council for Building Research, Studies and Docu-

.mentation
Internation-al Cou~cil of Women
International Criminal Police Organization
International Federation "Amies de la jeune fille"

.' International Federation for Housing and Planning
International Federation for the Rights of Man
Iuternational Federation of Business and Professional Women
International Federation of Journalists
International Federation of Newspaper Publishers (Proprietors)

and Editors
International Federation of Settlements
International Federation of Social Workers
International Federation of University Women
International Federation of \Vomen Lawyers
International Fiscal Association
International Institute of Administrative Sciences
International Institute of Public Finance
International Islamic Economic Organization
International I;..bour Assistance
International Law Association
International League for the Rights of Man, The
International Movement for Fraternal Union Among Races and

Peoples
International Organization for Standardization
International Road Federation
International Road Transport Union
International Social Service
International Society for Criminology
International Society for the Welfare of Cripples
International Society of Social Defence
International Statistical Institute
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1nternational Thrift Institute
International Touring Alliance
International Union for Child Welfare
International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural

Resources
International Union for Inland Navigation
International Union for the Scientific Study of Population
International Union of Architects
International Union of Famil)" Organizations
International Union of Local Authorities
International Union of Marine Insurance
International Union of Official Travel Organizations
International Union of Producers and Distributors of Electric

Power
International Union of Public Transpurt
International Union of Railways
International Union of Socialist Youth
Junior Chamber International
League of Red Cross Societies
Liaison Committee of \Vomen's International Organizations
Lions International-The International Association of Lions

Clubs
National Association of Manufacturers (United States of

America)
Xouvelles equipes internationales-Union des democrates

chretiens
Pan Pacific South-East Asia \Vomen's Association
Pax Romana-International Catholic Movement for Intellectual

and Cultural Affairs
Pax Romana-International Movement of Catholic Students
Rotary Intern~tional

Salvation Army
Societe beIge d'etudes et d'expansion (Belgium)
Society of Comparative Legislation (France)
South American Petroleum Institute
Women's International League for Peace and Freedom
Women's International Zionist Organization
World Alliance of Young Men's Christian Associations
World Assembly of Youth
WorId Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching

Profession
World Council for the Welfare of the Blind
WorId Federation of Catholic Young Wome~ and Girls
World Federation of the Deaf
World Jewish Congress
World Movement of Mothers'
World Power Conference
World Union for Progressive Judaism
World Union of Catholic Women's ,Organizations
World Young Women's Christian Association
World's Woman's Christian Temperance Unio.n
Young Christian Workers

Register
Aero Medical Association
American Foreign Insurance Association (United States of

America)
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. (United

States of America)
Arab Union
Association internationale des interets radio-maritimes
Biometric, Society, The
Boy Scouts' International Bureau
Catholic International Education Office
Comite d'etudes economiques de l'industrie du gaz
Committee for Economic Development (United States of

America)
Conference of Internationally-Minded Schools
Co-ordinating Secretariat of National Unions of Students
Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences
Dairy Industries Society International
Econometric SOCiety
Engineers Joint Council
European Association for Animal Production
European Broadcasting Union
European Bureau for Youth and Childhood
European Confederation of Agriculture
European Union of Coachbuilders
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Kxperiment in International Living
Federation internationale Iibre des deportes et internes de la

resistance
Federation of International Furniture Removers
Hansard Society for Parliamentary Government
Institute of International Law
Inter-American Association of BrQadcasters
Inte!'-American Association of Sanitary Engineering
International .\cademy of Ceramics
International Academy of Forensic and Social Medicine
International Aeronautical Federation
Internationai Amateur Radio Union
International Association for Educational and Vocational

Information
International Association tor Liberal Christianity and Religious

Freedom
International Association for Research in Income and Wealth
Interuational Association for the Advancement of Educational

Research
International Association for the Ex~,ange of Students for

Technical Experience
International Association for the Prewn; In of Elindness
International Association for Vocation~~Juidance

International Association of Art Critics
International Association of Crafts and Small and Medium-sized

Enterprises
International Association of Gerontology
International Association of Horticultural Producers
International Association of Legal Science
International Association of Microbiological Societies
International Association of Physical Oceanography
International Association of Plastic Arts
International Association of Universities
Internatonal Association of University Prnfessors and

Lecturers
International Association of Workers for Maladjusted Children
International Astronautical Federation
International AstrC"10mical Union
International Bro;:, ~asting Organization
International Bureau of Motor Cycle Manufacturers
International Cargo Handling Co-ordination Association
International Catholic Association for Radio and Television
International Catholic Film Office
International Center for \Vholesale Trade
International Chamber of Shipping
International Commission on Illumination
International Commission on Radiological Protection
International Commission on Radiological t'nits
International Committee for Social Sciences Documentation
International Committee of Catholic Nurses
Internat;ona! Committee on Radio Electricity
International Community of Booksellers' Associations
International Confederation of Midwives
International Confederation of Professional and Intellectual

\Vorkers
International Confederation of Societi.es of Authors and

Composers
International Conference on·Large.Electric Systems
International Container Bureau
International Council for,Educational Films
International Council for Philosophy and Humanistic Studies
International Council of Commerce Employers
International Council of Museums
International Council of Nurses
International Council of Scientific Unions
International Council of Social Democratic Women
International Council on Archives
International Dairy Federation
International Dental Federation
International Diabetes Federation.
International Economic Association
International Falcon Movemfmt
International Federation for Documentation
International Federation of Air Line Pilots Associations
International Federation of Art Film
International Federation of Building and Public ~orks

(Employers' Confederation)



International Federation of Catholic Youth
International Federation of Children's ('I.lmmunities
International Federation of Cotton and Allied Textile

Industries
International Federation of Film Producers Associations
International Federation of Free Journa!ists (of Central and

Eastern Europe and Baltic and Balkan Countries)
International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics
International Federation of Home Economics
International Federation of Independent Air Transport
International Federation of Library Associations
Illltmational Federation of :'Iod~rn Language Teachers
International Federation of Organisations for School Correspond-

ence and Exchanges
Intern~tional Federation of Radio Officers
International Federation of Senior Police Officers
International Federation of the Periodical Press
Internatio:lal Federation of the Phonographic Industry
International Federation of Translators
International Federation of \Vorkers' Educational Associations
International Federation of 'Workers' Travel Associations
International Fertility Association
International Gas Union
International Geographical Union
International Hospital Federation
International House Association
Internati<''lal Humanist and Ethical Union
International Hydatidological Association
International Institute of Differing Civilizations
International Institute of Public Law
International Institution of the Middle Classes
International Landworkers' Federation
International League Against Rheumatism
International League of Dermatological Societies
International Leprosy Association, The
International Literary and Artistic Association
International Medical Federation for Sport
International :Music Council
Int~rnational Olive Growe:-s' Federation
hl~ernational Organization Against Tracl:oma
International Paediatric Association
International PEN Club-A World Association of Writers
International Permanent Bureau of Automobile Manufacturers
International Pharmaceutical Federation
International Political Science Association
International Publishers Association
International Radio Maritime Committee
International Rayon and Synthetic Fibres Committee
International Real Estate Federation
International Relief Committee for Intellectual Workers
International Schools Association
International Scientific Film Association
International Scientific Radio Union
International Shipping FederaHon Ltd., The
International Social Science Council
International Society for Blood Transfusio!:
International ::iociety for Education Throu~h Art
International Society of Soil Science
International Sociological Association
International Special Committee on Radio Interference
International Studies Conference
International Temperance Union
Internationai Theatre Institute
International Union Against Cancer
International Union Against Tuberculosis
International Union Against Venereal Diseases and the

Treponematoses
International Union for Health Education of the Public
International Union for Protecting Public Morality
International Union for the Liberty of Education
International Union of Aviation Inscrers
International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics
International Union of Nutritional Sciences
International Union of Scientific Psychology
International Vegetarian Union
International World Calendar Association
International Youth Hostel Federation
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Joint Committee of International Teachers' Federations
Joint International Committee for Tests relating to the Protec-

tion of Telecom'n:."ication Lines and Underground Ducts
Liberal International, \\ arId Liberal Union
Lutheran World Federation
Medical Women's International Association
New Education Fellowship (The International)
Open Door International
Pacific Science Association
Permanent Committee for the International Veterinarv

Congresses •
Permanent Internatiunal Association of Navigation Congresses
Permanent International Committee on Canned Foods
St. Joan's International Social and Political Alliance
Service civil international
Societe europeenne de culture
Society of African Culture
Soroptimist International Association
Standing Conference of Voluntary Agencies Working for

Refugees
Union of International Associations
Union of International Engineering Organizations
Union O.S.E.-Wo::ld Wide Organisation for Child Care,

Health and Hygiene Among Jews
Universal Esperanto Association
World Association for Public Opinion Research
World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts, The
World Brotherhood
\Vorld Confeueration for Physical Therapy
World Federation for Mental Health
World Federation for the Protection of Animals
\V-Jrld Federation of Democratic Youth
World Federation of OcciIpational Therapists
World Federation of Societies of Anaesthesiolog1sts
World Friendship Fed~ration

World Medical Association
World Organization for Early Childhood Education
World a.R.T. Union ~.;
World Poultry Science Association "
World Union of Catholic Teachers
World Union of Jewish Students ~

World University Service
'World's Student Christian Federation

Section IL Operating consnltative arrange
ments

WRITTEN STATEMENTS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL

ORGANIZATIONS

606. In the period under review, seventy-nine
written statements were submitted to the Council or
its commissions, under paragraphs 22, 23, 28 and 29 of
resolution 288 B (X), by thirty-nine individual organi
zations. The subjects 0f these written statements and
the names of the organizations which submitted them
are listed in the annexes to the various chapters of the
present report as appropriate.

HEARINGS OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

607. During the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth
sessions of the Council, eight organizations in category
A made statements on agenda items undei' rule 86 of
the rules of procedure, as follows:

Twenty-seventh session

International Chamber of Commerce on item 8;4
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions on

items 5 and 10;5
International Federation of Agricultural Producers on

item 5;6

4 E/SR.1059.
II E/SR.I057, 1061.
II E/SR.J057.
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Governmental Organizations on agenda items under
rule 85 of the rules of procedure, as follows:
Chamber of Commerce of the United States of America

on item 2 (a) ;16

International Abolitionist Federation on item 3 (a) ;17

International Catholic Migration Commission on item
15.18

Inter~ationalFederation of University \Vomen on items
2 (b), 3 (a), 4, 7,10,11,13 and 15;19

International Federation of \Vomen Lawyers on items
3 (a), 10 and 14 ;20

International Road Federation on item 9 ;21
International Union for Child Welfare on item 10;22
In!ernatio~al Union of Official Travel Organizations on

1tem 9 ;_3
Pax Romana on item 2 ;24
St. Joan's International Social and Political Alliance on

item 3 (a).25
610. The Committee also heard brief statements by

representatives of organizations in category A on the
agenda items on which they were later heard by the
Counci1.26

611. Many organizations were heard by the com
missions of the Council as noted passim in previous
chapters, and in the reports of the commissions.

16 E/C.Z/SR.l78.
17 E/C.2/SR.178.
18 E/C.Z/SF 178.
1u E/C.Z/SR.178.
20 E/C.Z/SR.178.
21 E/C.Z/SR.179.
22 E/C.Z/SR.178.
23 E/C.Z/SR.179.
24 E/C.2/SR.l78.
25 E/C.2/SR.179.
26 E/C.2/SR.l77, 179. These oral statements are listed in the

annexes to the chapters to which they relate.

'j E/SR.1056.
8 E/SR.1056.
9 E/SR.1086.
10 E/SR.1072, 1087; ElAC.6/ ::iR.Z67.
11 E/SR.l073, 1080, 1087.
12 E/SR.1069, 1080, 1087; E/AC.7/SR.390.
13 E/SR1086, 1083.
14 E/SRlO83.
15 E/C.Z/SR.176.

Twenty-eighth session

International Chamber of Commerce on item 5;9
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions on

items 2 Ca), 5 and 8 ;10
International Federation of Christian Trade Unions on

items 2, 3 and 5;11
\Vorld Federation of Trade Unions on items 2, 3, 5

and 11 ;12
World Federation of United ~ations Associations on

items 5 and 15 ;13
World Veterans Federation on item 15.14

608. During the twenty-seventh session one organi
zation in category B was heard by the Council Com
mittee on Non-Governmental Organizations on an
agenda item under rule 85 of the rules of procedure,
as follows:
The International Union for the Conservation of Nature

and Natural Resources on item 7.15

609. During the twenty-eighth session nine organi
zations in category B and one organization on the Reg
ister were heard by the Council Committee on Non-

"'T~'"'~"\';'

International Federation of Christian Trade Unions on
item 5;7

International Organization of Employers on item 5.8
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Chapter X

FINANCIAL IMPUCATIONS OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE COUNCIL

612. In accordance with rule 34 of its rules of pro
cedure, General Assembly resolution 533 C (VI) and
Council resolution 664 (XXIV), the Council was pro
vided with statements of the financial implications of
proposals and decisions made at its twenty-seventh and
twenty-eighth sessions.

613. Towards the end of the twenty-seventh session
a list ,vas issued summarizing the financial implications
of actions taken by the Council at that session (£/32-1-3
and Corr.1). At the beginning of the twenty-eighth
session the Secretary-General submitted a provisional
statement of financial implications of the work of the
Council in 1959 (E/3288 and Corr.1), which included
a revised estimate of the financial implications of de
cisions taken by the Council at its twenty-seventh
session and an estimate of the costs associated with the
proposals before the Councit up to 29 June 1959. Before
the end of the session a final e>'timate (E/330l) 1 was
submitted to the Council.

614. The Council also had berore it a statement of
financial impiications of the :alendar of conferences
for 1960 (E/3276/Add.1).

615. The Secretary-General submitted to the Coun
cil a consolidated statement of the work programme in
the economic, social and human rights fields (E/3277) :2
observations on the work programme of the Conncil in
the economic, social and human rights fields (E/3274);
and an analysis of the Secretary-General's initial budget
estimates for 1960 by main fields of activity (E/3289).

616. The fol~owing decisions taken by the Council
at the two sessions in 1959 have continuing financial
implications, with or without additional non-recurring
expenditure in 1960 and/or subsequent years:

(a) Resolution 709 A (XXVII), on industriali
zation;

(b) Resolution 716 (XXVII), on the United
Nations Children's Fund.

(c) Resolution 718 (XXVII), on freedom of in
formation;

(d) Resolution 721 (XXVII), on the report of the
Population Commission;

(e) Resolution 722 (XXVIII), on the report of the
Commission on the Status of Women;

(f) Resolution 723 (XXVIII), on the annual re
ports of the regional economic commissions;3

10 fficial Records of the Economic and Soc-ial Coullcil,
Twenty-eighth Session, Allne::es, agenda item 18.

2 See also chapter VIII, section U, paragraph 601.
3 Res.:l1utions 723 A (XXVIII), concerning ECE, 723 B

(XXVIII), concerning ECAFE, and 723 C (XXVII!), con
cerning ECLA, have financial implications in addition to those
indicated in the Secretary-General's initial estimates 101' 1960.
The 1960 budget requirements of ECA, based on its annual
report to the Council, have been includet: in the Secretary
General's initial budget estimates for 1960. Council resolution
723 D (XXVII!), concerning ECA, has therefore no furthEr
financial implicatiol"~.
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(g) Resolution 726 (XXVIII), on international
commodity problems;

(h) Resolution 728 E (XXVIII), on membership
of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimina
tion and Protection of Minorities;

(i) Resolution 741 B (XXVIII) on evaluation of
techniques of long-term economic projections;

(j) Resolution 731 G (XXVIII), on progress made
by the United Nations in the social field and proposals
for the programme of work;

(k) Resolution 730 I (XXVIII), on technical as
sistance in the field of narcotics control: and

(l) Approval by the Council of the report of the
Secretary-General on short-term appraisals of the world
economic situation (E/3266 and Add.l).4

617. The decisions taken by the Council at its two
sessions in 1959 having financial implications of a non
recurrent nature are as follows:

(a) Council resolution 710 A (XXVII), relating to
the holding of a United Nations conference on solar
energy, wind power and geothermic energy;

(b) Resolution 710 B (XXVII), relating to the de
velopment of a methodology for appraising energy re
sources and of seminars to promote better understand
ing of the economic problems connected with energy
development in under-developed countries;

(c) Resolution 714 (XXVII), relating to the con
vening of a third cartography conference for Asia and
the Far East;

(d) Resolution 724 C (XXVIII), relating to further
work in the transport of dangerous goods;

(e) Resolution 731 D (XXVIII), relating to a
meeting of experts on social services; and

et) Approval by the Council;; of the calendar of con
ferences for 1960 as contained in the report of the
Secretary-General (E/3300).

618. Resolution 739 (XXVIII), on technical as
sistance in public administration, which is designed to
remove any limitation upon the total llumber of nomina
tions of operational, executive or administrative per
sonnel under the programme, does not in itself have
financial implications. The Council was informed that
the Secretary-General might wish later this year to
present to the General Assembly a financial analysis
and forecast of the programme.

619. Resolution 737 (XXVIII), on the allocation
of administrative and operational services costs between
the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance and
the regular budget, contains a formula for the progres
sive reduction in 1961 and 1962 of lump-sum allocations
from the Expanded Progran1111e Special Account in
respect of such overhead costs. The application of this

4 Official Records of the Ec011:mic and Socia-/ Council.
Twcllty-eighth Sessi01~, Annexe'S, agenda item 2.
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formula will reduce the miscellaneous income received
by the United Nations from the Special Account from
the anticipated 1960 level of $1,100,000 to approxi
mately $940,000 in 1961 and $780,000 in 1962.

620. Resolution 724 A (XXVIII), by which the
Council decided to terminate the Transport and Com
munications Commission, results in a biennial saving,
as from 1961, of the costs of a session of the Com
mission.

621. In the statements on financial implications sub
mitted to the Council at its twenty-eighth session, the
Secretary-General informed the Council that he would
follow the policy proposed in his initial budget sub
mission to the General Assembly for 1960, that is, that
he would stabilize the total level of professional posts
ior one year, during which time efforts would be made
to redeploy posts according to priority needs. The
Secretary-General therefore suggested (E/3288, para. 3)
that the post requirements arising out of actions taken
by the Council in 1959 would he met to the extent
possible hy redeployment of existing posts and 110t by
requesting additional posts in 1960, although it was
foreseen that a certain portion of the new post require-
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ments would be included in the budget estimates for
1961. He said that that would mean that, with the con
currence of the Council, the new work emanating from
Council decisions in 1959 would not be implemented
with full and equal speed in all the priority areas in
voh·ed. In the case of requirements for ad hoc expert
groups and the employment of individual short-term
consultants, appropriations would be sought in revised
1960 estimates to cover the full costs involved. He
foresaw also that a lump-sum temporary assistance ap
propriation in lieu of additional established posts would
be sought to ensure means of dealing with possible
requirements of the highest urgency.

622. The Council took note (resolution 744
(XXVIII» of the statements on financial implications
of actions of the Council submitted by the Secretary
General (E/3277, E/3288, E/3289 and E/3301).

623. In the debate in the Council, the view was
expressed that, when it was not possible to offset new
commitments by economies, it was important that the
Secretariat should be given the means to carry out
work to which the Council attached high priority.



Agenda of the resumed twenty-sixth, tb~ twenty-seventh and the twenty-~ighthsessions of the Council

APPENDICES

.1

AGENDA OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH SESSION

1. Adoption of the sessional agenda.
2. World economic situation:

(a) Survey of the ·world economic situation;
(b) Consideratiorl of the reports of the regional

economic com missions;
(c) General Asse'l1bly requests pertaining to inter

national co-operation in economic fields.
3. \Vorld social situation:

(a) Report of the Social Commission;
(b) Survey of programmes of social development;
(c) General Assembly resolution 1283 (XIII) en-

titled "International health and medical re
search year".

4. General review of the development and co-ordina
tion of the economic, social and human rights pro
grammes and activities of the United Nations and
the specialized agencies as a whole:
(a) Reports of the Administrative Committee on

Co-ordination, the specialized agencies and the
International Atomic Energy Agency;

(b) Concentration of activities and General As
sembly resolution 1272 (XIII) 011 control
and limitation of documentation;

(c) Appraisal report on the scope, trend and cost
of the United Nations programmes 111 the
economic, social and human rights fields;

(d) Concerted action.
5. Economic development of under-developed coun

tries.
6. Report of the Governing Council of the Special

Fund.
7. Technical assistance.

(Council resolutions 574 D (XIX) and 643
(XXIII» ;

(b) Relevant sections of the reports of the Com
mission on Human Rights, the United Nations
EducaCmal, Scientific and Cultural Organi
zation and other specialized agencies, requested
in General Assembly resolution 1313 A
(XIII).

11. United Nations Children's Fund.
12. Non-governmental organizations.
13. Elections.
14. Confirmation of members of functional commlS

sions of the Council.
15. Financial implications of actions of the Council.
16. Consideration of the provisional agenda for the

twenty-eighth session and establishment of dates
for opening debate on items.
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Appendix I

a Items 1-18, items 20-22 and item 26 of the agenda for the
twenty-shth session were considered at the first part of the
session.

b Part of this item was considered at the first part of the
twenty-sixth session.

c At its 1045th meeting, on 23 Octobel' 1958, the Council de
cided to include this su'pplementary item in its agenda.

AGENDA OF THE RESUMED TWENTY-SIXTH SESSIONa

19. Admission of further associate members to the
Economic Commission for Africa.b

23. Confirmation of members of functional commissions
of the Council.

24. Election of members of the Council Committee on
Non-Governmental Organizations.

25. Work of the Council in 1959.
27. Election of the members of the Governing Council

of the Special Fund.c

28. Invitation from the Government of Mexico to hold
the twenty-seventh session of the Council in Mexico
City.c

29. Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of
the Specialized Agencies: draft annex relating to
the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative
Organization.c

30. Participation of the International Atomic Energy
Agency in the Expanded Programme of Technical
Assistance.c

31. Election of a member of the Technical Assistance
Committee.c

AGE]I,"'1)A OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SESSION

1. Election of President and Vice-Presidents for 1959.
2. Adoption of the agenda.
3. Report of the International Monetary Fund.
4. (a) Report of the International Bank for Recon

struction and Development;
(b) Report of the International Finance Corpo

ration.
5. Economic development of under-developed countries:

(a) Industrialization;
(b) Land reform;
(c) Sources of energy.

6. International co-operation on cartography.
7. Establishment by the Secretary-General of the

United Nations of a list of national parks and equi
valent reserves.

8. International commercial arbitration.
9. Report of the Population Commission.

10. Freedom of information:
(a) Report by the Secretary-General on media of

information in under-developed countries



B of the Council

(XIX) and 643 *To be considered at the resumed twenty-eighth session.

Non-governmental organizations.
Calendar of conferences for 1960.
Financial implications of actions of the Council.
Arrangements regarding the report of the Council
to the General Assembly.
Confirmation of members of functional commissions
of the Council.*
Elections.*
Work of the Council in 1960.*

16.
17.
18.
19.

20.

21.
22.
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8. International commodity problems.
9. Report of the Transport and Communications

Commission.
10. Report of the Commission on Human Rights.
11. Report of the Commission on the Status of Women.
12. Programme of advisory services in the field of

human rights.
13. Question of a draft declaration on freedom of

information.
14. International control of narcotic drugs.
15. Annual report of the United Nations High Com

missioner for Refugees.
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Appendix II

I

1961
1960
1960
1960
1960
1959
1960

1959
1961
1961

1959
1960

1960
1959
1959
1960
1961
1959
1959
1961
1960
1959

meeting
meeting
meetings

meeting

Bulgaria .
Chile .
China
Costa Rica .
Czecho',lnvakia** .
Finland .
France .
Germany (Federal Repub-

lic of)** ..
India** .
Mexico .
Netherlands .
New Zealand ..
Pakistan .
Poland ., ...........•.....
Spain .
Sudan .
Sweden** .............•..
Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics .
United Arab Republic** .
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern Ire-
land .

United States of America ..
Venezuela .

2 ~Iarch 1959, New York
8 April 1959, Mexico City
I, 3 and 8 July 1959, Geneva 3

20 and 26 Novemhcr 1958,
XCII' York 2 meeting.-

29 July 1959, Geneva

24 N0\'ember-4 Decemher 1958,
Ne\\' York 6 meeting~

29 June-29 July 1959,
Gencva 19 meetings

~[eeting~ :

** Non-members of the Council.
b Excluding sessional committee~,

c Elected at the 1046th meeting of the Council (E/SR1046),

Com.m.incl' 0/1 N oll-(;M'e!'/l1l1l'l1tal Orgoni::;atiolls

Membership in 1959: Costa Rica, China, France, Netherlands,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of
.c\merica.C

Chile
China
Costa Rica
Czechoslovakia**
Finland
France
Greece
India**
Indonesia
Mexico
Morocco**
Xetherlands
Pakistan
Poland
Sudan
Sweden**
Switzerland**
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United States of
America

Venezuela**
Yugoslavia

Membership in 1958: Brazil, France. Netherlands. Pakistan.
Sudan, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kiugdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of
America and Yugoslavia.

A dmillistrati"<11? Rf'I.'iew Group of the Technical Assistallcl'
COl1lmit/l'l'

Meetings:

Interim Committee 011 Programme of COllferel/crs

Membership: China. France, Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland and United States of America.

Meetings:

Meetings:
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1959
1961
1961

3 meetingi

19 plenary mtetings
6 meetings
3 meetings

Term
of office

M elllbcrship e.rpires Otl
1959 31 Decembl!1'

Afghanistan 1961
Bulgaria . . .. .. .. .. . .. .. . . 1961
Chile..................... 1960
China 1960
Costa Rica 1960
Finland* 1959
France . . . . . . . . . 1960
:\:Iexico* 1959
Xetherlands 1960
Xew Zealand.............. 1961
Pakistan* . . . . . . 1959
Poland* 1959
Spain 1961
Sudan 1960
Union of Soviet S'ocialist

Republics* 1959
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern Ire-
land* ...........••.•....

United States of America..
Venezuela .

TC1'm
of office

Membershi; expires 0"
1959 31 December

Afghanistan "....... . 1961
Brazil** 1959

1 meeting
Total for the session 29 meetings

1 meeting
Total for the session 83 meetings

Economic Committee
Social Coffl.mittee
Co-ordination Committee
Technical AssistalKe Committee
Co1nmittee on N OIt-G01'ernmental

OrgattizatiottS
Interim Committee on Programme of

Conferences

RESUMED TWENTY-SIXTH SESSION: 23 October, lQ-n December
1958, New York 3 plenary meetings

B. COMMITTEES AND Ad Hoc COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCILb

Technical Assistance Committee

TWENTY-SEVENTH SESSION: 7-24 April
1959, Mexico City
Economic Committee
Social Committee
Committee on Non-Governmental

Organizations

TWENTY-EIGHTH SESSION: 30 June-31 July 1959, Geneva
23 plenary meetings

10 meetings
17 meetings
12 meetings
17 meetingsa

Ate",bership
1958

Brazil
Canada
Chile
01ina
Costa Rica
Finland
France
Greece
Indonesia
:\lexico
Netherlands
Pakistan
Poland
Sudan
Union of Soviet

S'ocialist Republics
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United States
of America

Yugoslavia

Membership and meetings of the Council and its sullsidirtr:r orga,s

A. ECOXO:llIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIl.

* Retiring members.
** Non-member of the Council.
a In addition, in accordance with the decision taken by the

Council at its l066th meeting on 24 April 1959, the Technical
Assistance Committee met on 29 June 1959. It held 2 meetings.

Membership
1958

Brazil
Canada



C. FUNcrIONAL COMMISSIONS AND SUB-COMMISSION

d Established by Council resolution 694 D (XXVI).
e Committee of experts established under Council resolution

674 A (XXV).
f The Commission was terminated by Council resolution 724 A

(XXVIII).

Tratlsport and Collll1umicati01ls Commissiollt

Membership in 1959: Austria. Bulgaria, Burma, China, Ecua
dor, France, Indonesia, Lebanon, Mexico, Norway, Romania,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of
America, Venezuela,

Ninth session, New York, 4-12 May 1959 (9 meetings)

Execlltivl' Committee of the Programme
of thr Unitrd Natiolls High Commissioner for Rr/ugers

Membership: Australia, Austria. Belgium, Brazil, Canada,
China, Colombia, Denmark, Federal Republic of Germany,
France, Greece, Holy Sce, Iran, I~rael, Italy, Xetherlands,
::-.rorway, Sweden, Switzerland, Tunisia, Turkey, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Xorthern Ireland. L'nited
States of America. Venezuela and Yugoslavia.

1960
1960
1960
1963
1961
1%1
1963
1960

1963

1961

1960
1961

1961
1960

1963
1961
1963
1963

1960
1960
1960
1963
1961
1%1
1961
1960
1960
1960

Cuba ...••....•...•..•....
Denmark .••••....•.••...•
France .............•.....
lilllia** ...........•..••...
lreIaml .... . ..•..........
Netherlands ..
New Zealand*'" .
Romania .
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic** .....
Union of Sodet

Socialist Republic~

United Kingdom
pf Great Britain
and Northern Ireland

United States of America..

Term
of office

Membership expires 0tI
1960 31 December'

Argentina .. .. .. .. .. . 1960
Belgium 1960
Br,!zii 1960
Canada 1960
China** . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1963
El Salvador 1%1
France** . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1%3
Italy*** 1963
Japan 1961
Norway** 1963
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic** ..... 1963
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom

of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland 1961

United States of America.. 1961

T.,.m
of office

Membership expires 0tI
1960 31 December'

Australia 1961
Brazil*** 1963
Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republic .
China ..
Ecuador .
Finlandio** ..............•.
France .............•.....
Indonesia ..........•••..•.
Italy .
Netherlands .
New Zealand ..
Spain .
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics ...•.. 1%1
United Arab Republic**.... 1963
United Kingdom

of Great Britain
and Northern Ire1and**

United States of America
Uruguay*** ..
Yugoslavia*** ..•......•..

Denmark
Dominican Republic*
France
India*
Ireland
Xetherlands
~ew Zealand*
Romania
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic*
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United States
of America

The Commission did not meet during the period under review.

Me,nbership
1959

Argentina
Belgium
Brazil
Canada
China*
El Salvador
France*
Israel*
Japan
Norway*
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic*
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Arab RepUblic
United Kingdom

of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland

United States
of America

Poplllatioll Co IIImission

* Retiring nominating States
*,~ Re-elected nominating States.
*** Newly elected nominating States.

Tenth session, Geneva, 9-20 February 1959 (18 meetings).

Social Commission.

MetHbership
1959

Australia
Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republic
China
Colombia*
Czechoslovakia*
Dominican Republic*
Ecuador
France
Indonesia
Italy
Netherlands
New Zealand
Spain' .
Sweden*
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Arab Republic*
United Kingdom

of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland*

United States
of America

Twelfth session, New York, 27 April-IS May 1959 (25 I'i~~etings)
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1963
1963
1961

Term
of office

expires 011
31 Decembl!1'

R meeting,
R meetings

4 meetings

11 meetings

Membership
1960

Australia***
Brazil*** ., .
China ,

Statistical Commission

26-30 January 1939, Geneva
15-19 June 1959, Geneva

Meetings:

A d'l,'isor)' Committee on the if'ork F"ogram11lc 011

I/ldllstriali:::atiolle

Membership: lIlr. B. N. Adarkar (India)
1[r. Koichi Aki (Japan)
Mr. Czeslaw Bobrowski (Poland)
Mr. Charles Sylvester Booth (Australia)
Mr. Vojin Guzina (Yugoslavia)
lvfr. Stacy May (United States of America)
Mr. Alessandro Molinari (Italy)
Mr. Gonzalo Robles (Mexico)
Mr. Jan Tinber~en (Netherlands)
Mr. Evgeny Pavlovich Unksov

(Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)

4-14 Februar:y 1959,
New York

Meetings:

Meetings:

('(ll1llllith'C OH Prograllll1ll' Appraisalsd

?\fembership: Mr. Daniel Coslo Villegas (Mexico)
Mr. George F. Davidson (Canada)
Mr. Walter Kotschnig (United States

of America)
Mr. Sergije Makiedo (Yugoslavia)
Mr. Mohammad Mir Khan (Pakistan)

;\leetings: 26-27 March 1959, New York 3 meetings

Interim Co-ordinating Committee for International
Commodity Arrangeme1lts

Membership: Sir Edwin McCarthy. Chairman
Mr. Georges Peter
Mr. WaIter Muller
Mr. Robert C. Tetro
Mr. Roward M. Gabbert

7-8 May 1959, New York

Membership
1959

Canada*
China
Cuba

I
)unci1 (E/SR.1046).

1 meeting

2 meeting-s

19 meeting~

1 meeting
1 meeting

a 3 meeting~

f Collfcrcaces

,oviet Socialist Re
itain and Northern

)rgal1i:::atiolls

1rance, Netherlands,
Jnited Kingdom of
:1 United States of

therlands. Pakistan,
cs, United Kingdom
t, United States of

i8,
6 meeting~

'edmical Assistance

1961
.......... 1960

1960
.......... 1960

1960
.......... 1959

1960
11 Repub-
.......... 1960
.......... 1959
.......... 1959
.......... 1960
.......... 1961
......... .. 1959
........... 1959
.......... 1961
.......... 1960
.......... 1959

Socialist
.......... 1959
lblic** ... 1960
of Great

thern Ire-
.......... 1959
America .. 1961
............ 1961



.1

1962
1960
1961
1960

Term
of office

Membership e:rpircs on
1960 31 December

Argentina** 1962
Australia 1960
Belgium 1961
Brazil** 1962
Canada 1961
Chile 1961
Czechoslovakia*** 1962
France 1961
Greece ................•... 1960
India..................... 1961
Indonesia 1960
Pakistan** 1962
Sudan.................... 1960
Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics** 1962
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern Ire-
land** .

United States of America ..
Uruguay .
Yugoslavia .

Sub-Commission on Prevention of DiscriminGtiOl~

Gnd Protection of Minorities

Membership 'I7ltil 31 December 1959

Mr. Charles D. Ammoun (Lebanon)
Mr. Mohammed Awad (United Arab Republic)
Mr. Pierre Chatenet (France)
Mr. A. A. Fomin (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
Mr. Philip Halpern (United States of America)
Mr. C. Richard Hiscocks (United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland)
Mr. Jose D. Ingles (Philippines)
Mr. Arcot Krishnaswami (India)
Mr. Herard Roy (Haiti)
Mr. Voitto Saario (Finland)
Mr. Hermln Santa Cruz (Chile)
Mr. Joseph Winiewicz (Poland)

Eleventh session, New York, 5-23 January 1959 (25 meetings).

Commission on International Commodity Trade

Membership from 1 January 1960g

Mr. Abdel Hamid Abde1-Ghani (United Arab Republic)
Mr. Charles D. Ammoun (Lebanon)
Mr. A. A. Fomin (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
Mr. Philip Halpern (United States of America)
Mr. C. Richard Hiscocks (United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland)
Mr. Jose D. Ingles (Philippines)
Mr. Pierre Juvigny (France)
Mr. Wojciech Ketrzynski (Poland)
Mr. Arcot Krishnaswami (India)
Mr. Franz Matsch (Austria)
Mr. Voitto Saario (Finland)
Mr. Hernan Santa Cruz (Chile)

* Retiring States.
** Re-elected States.
*** Newly elected States.
g Elected at the fifteenth session of the Commission, on

Human rights to serve for a period of three years ending
31 December 1962. See also chapter VII, section VI.

M,.mbcrship
1959

Argentina*
Australia
Belgium
Brazil*
Canada
Chile
France
Greece
India
Indonesia
Pakistan*
Poland*
Sudan
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics*
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland*

United States
of Ame:-ica

Uruguay
Yugoslavia

Seventh session, New York, 9-24 March 1959 (14 meetings).

United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern
Ireland

United States of America
Yugoslavia

Fourteenth session, Geneva, 27 April-IS May 1959 (23 meetings).
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1951

1960

M embers elected at the
twenty-seventh session of the

Council for a term of
three yerws

Hungary
Iran
Mexico
Netherlands
United Arab Republic

Tn'ttI
of office

Membership expires on
1960 31 December

Argentina** 1962
Austria~** . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 1962
Belgium 1960
China 1960
Denmark*** 1962
France 1961
India 1961
Iraq 1961
Lebanon 1960
Mexico 1960
Pakistan*** . . . . . . . . .. . . .. 1962
PhHippines 1961
Poland 1960
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic 1961
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
Cnited Kingdom

of Great Britain
and :--J(\rthern Ireland

United States
of America** 1962

Venezuela*** . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1962

New York, 16 March-10 April 1959

Commission on Hu"~n Rights

Membership
1959

Argentina*
Belgium
Ceylon*
China
France
India
Iran*
Iraq
Israel*
Italy*
Lebanon
:Mexico
Philippines
Poland
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Kingdom

of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland

United States
of America

Members elected at the ninth
session of the Collncil for

alJ indefinite .tentS

Canada
China
France
India
Peru
Turkey
Union of S'oviet

Socialist Republics

Commission on Narcotic Drugs

Term
of office

Membership Membership e"pires on
1959 1960 31 December

Argentina Argentina . . . . . . . . . 1960
Canada Canada .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1960
China China . 1960
Cuba* Colombia*** 1962
Czechoslovakia Cuba** 1962
Dominican Republic* Czechoslovakia. . . . . . .. .., 1960
France* Finland*** 1962
Greece France** 1962
Israel Greece , 1961
Japan Israel 1961
Mexico* Japan 1960
Netherlands Mexico** . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1962
Pakistan Netherlands 19&1
Poland* Pakistan ;.. 1960
Sweden* Poland** . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1962
Union of Soviet Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics Socialist Republics 1961
United Kingdom United Kingdom

of Great Britain of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland and Northern Ireland 1961

United States United States of America.. 1961
of America

C01nmission on the Statlts of TVomen

* Retiring nominating States.
** Re-elected nominating States.
*** Newly elected nominating States.

Fifteenth session,
(33 meetings).

Thirteenth session, New York, 9-27 March 1959 (26 meetings).



Economic Commission for Europe

196-1
1961
1959

3 meetings

6 meetings

Term
of office

expires on
31 December

Membership
1960

Australia 1961
Belgium 1961
Brazil 1960
Bulgaria*** '" . . .. 1961
Chile 1961
China 1960
Dominican Republic** 1961
Ecuador** 1962
El Salvador 1960
France 1960

Somalia (Trust Territory of
Somaliland under Italian

Administration)
Somaliland Protectorate
Tanganyika
Uganda

Ababa, 29 December 1958-6 January 1959.

Associate members

ECOIwmic Commission fOl' Africa

Members

Morocco
Portugal
Spain
Sudan
Tunisia
United Arab Republic
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern
Ireland

Executive Board

F. UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN'S FUND

Belgium
Ethiopia
France
Ghana
Guinea
Italy
Liberia
Libya

First session, Addis

Federation of Nigeria
Gambia
Kenya and Zanzibar
Sierra Leone

* Retiring States.

Membership
1959

Australia
Austria*
Belgium
Brazil
Chile
China
Colombia*
Czechoslovakia*
Dominican Republic*
Ecuador*

Tcrm
of office

Me~59shiP 31xtf~~:m~r

Argentina 1961
Canada* 1959
Chile 1960
Denmark 1960
France . 1961
Ghana............................................ 1960
India 1%1
Italy 1960
J apan* 1959
:Mexico . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1961
Netherlands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1960
Pakistan* 1959
Peru* ...........................................• 1959
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics*.............. 1959
United Arab Republic............................. 1960
United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland ..
United States of America .
Yugoslavia* .

First session, 26-27 January 1959, New York

Second session, 26-28 May 1959, New York

E. SPECIAL FUND

GOVC1'Ilillg Council

Associate members

Singapore and British Borneo

Broadbeach (Australia), 9-19 March 1959.

Economic Commission for Latin America

Members
Honduras
Mexico
Netherlands
Nicaragua
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern
Ireland

United States of America
Uruguay
Venezuela
Committee of the Whole, New

Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East

Members
Laos
Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
Pakistan
Philippines
Thailand
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern
Ireland

United States of America
Viet-Nam (Republic of)

Albania
Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republic
Czechoslovakia
Denmark
Finland
France
Germany (Federal

Republic of)
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland
Italy

Members
Luxembourg
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Spain
Sweden
Turkey
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern
Ireland

United States of America
Yugoslavia

Switzerland participates in a consultative capacity in the work
of the Commission.

Fourteenth session,h Geneva, 20 April-6 May 1959.

Hong Kvng

Fifteenth session,i

Afghanistan
Australia
Burma
Cambodia
Ceylon
China
Federation of Malaya
France
India
Indonesia
Iran
Japan
Korea (Republic of)

Argentina
Bolivia
Brazil
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
France
Guatemala
Haiti
Extraordinary session of the

York, 1-3 October 1958.

Eighth session,i Panama City, 14-23 May 1959.

h For meetings of subsidiary organs of the Commission, see
Official Records of the Economic and' Social Council, Twenty
eighth Session, Supplement No. 3.

i For meetings of subsidiary organs of the Commission, see
Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, TWI!1lty
eighth Session, S1lpplement No. 2.

j For meetings of subsidiary organs of the Commission, see
Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Twenty
eighth Session, Supplement No. 4.

.1

'~'ji~~?'''i!ft1ill''\c('\':''''''.''''''"''

D. REGIONAL ECONOMIC COMMISSIONS

Socialist
.......... 1962
of Great
them Ire-
......... 1962
\merica .. 1960
......... 1961
......... 1960

~epublics)

1)
I of Great Britain

7g

Republic)

~ Commission. on
lree years ending
tion VI.

959 (14 meetings).

rcriminatiOI~

's

1959 (23 meetings).

c)

Republics)
a)
1 of Great Britain

959

959 (25 meetings).

odity Trade
T~rtn

of offi~e
e:rpirn on

31 D~ccmber

......... 1962
.......... 1960
.. ,...... 1961

.......... 1962
......... 1961
......... 1961
...... '" 1962
......... 1961
......... 1960
......... 1961
......... 1960
......... 1962
......... 1960
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* Retiring States.
** Re-elected States.

*** Newly elected States.

G. OTHER BODIES

Permallent Central Opium Board

Mr. Ibrahim El Ters"wi (United Arab Republic)
Sir Harry Greenfield (United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland)
Professor George Joachimoglu (Greece)
Mr. Vladimir Kusevic (Yugoslavia)
Dr. Estefanus Looho (Indonesia)
Mr. Herbert L. May (United States of America)
Professor Decio Parreiras (Brazil)
Professor Paul Reuter (France)
73rd session: Geneva, 31 October-7 November 1958
74th session: Geneva, 1-5 June 1959

Drug SuperllisO"ry Body

Professor George Joachimoglu (Greece), appointed by WHO
Professor Decio Parreiras (Brazil), appointed by WHO
Mr. Charles Vaille (France), appointed by the Commission on

Narcotic Drugs
Mr. Herbert L. May (United States of America), appointed by

the Permanent Central Opium Board .
50th session: Geneva, 20-26 October 1958
51st session: Geneva, 8-12 June 1959

Permanent Central Opium Board and Drug SupervisOf'Y Body

20th joint session: Geneva, 27-30 October 1958
21st joint session: Geneva, S-ll Jooe 1959

1%0

1962
1960
1962
1961

1961
1962
1960
1962
1962
1961
1962
1961
1961
1960
1960
1962
1962
1960
1962

11 meetings
1 meeting

14 meeting,;

Germany
(Federal Republic of) ..

Greece*** ........••......
India .........•...........
Indonesia** ..•......•.....
Iran** .
Italy .
Mexico*** .............•.
New Zealand .
Pakistan ......••.........
Philippines .
Poland .
Sweden** ...........•....
Switzerland** .
Tunisia .
Turkey*** .
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics .
United Kingdom

of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland**

United States of America ..
Viet-Nam*** .
Yugoslavia .

El Salvador
France
Germany

(Federal Republic of)
India
Indonesia*
Iran*
Israel*
Italy
New Zealand
Pakistan
Philippines
Poland
Sweden*
Switzerland*
Tunisia
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Arab Republic*
United Kingdom

of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland*

United States
of America

Yugoslavia

Sessions:

2, 3, 4, 8 and 11 September 1958, New York
12 December 1958
2-6, 11 and 12 March 1959, Geneva

, 1959.
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